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The Real Estate year in review	
...read on page D8

Although a third of our 
lives are spent in our 
bedrooms and they of-

ten become our sanctuary, local 
designers say that bedrooms of-
ten lack depth, warmth and con-
sistency. With Valentine’s Day on 
the horizon, it is an ideal time to 
focus more attention on where we 
rest, retreat and share romantic 
moments.
	 Kathleen Burke of Lafayette’s 
Kathleen Burke Design said that 
consistency is key in bedroom 
furnishings and that starts with 
careful choices for furniture and 
color. She noted that appealing 
design takes restraint and not ev-
ery piece that you love will work 
in your bedroom.
	 “We work with our clients to 
make careful choices, so every-
thing in their bedroom is abso-
lutely necessary and it all works 
together,” she said. “Staying with a 
cohesive color scheme is essential 
to keep a bedroom in harmony.”
	 A new coat of paint can make 
a huge impact to a room that 
needs a fresh change and new 
color mixing technology allows 
modern paint colors to have more 
depth. 
	 ... continued on page D4

Give your bedroom some love this Valentine's Day
By Paula King

Isabelle Hechinger and Julia Neyshloss decorate a bed at Misto Lino Lafayette	 Photo Andy Scheck
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETTE 
MORAGA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
5
6
3

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
	 $640,000
	 $316,000
	 $1,125,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
	 $1,460,000
	 $1,460,000
	 $1,300,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
1003 Carol Lane, $667,500, 5 Bdrms, 1785 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 1-4-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $667,500, 10-31-14
3279 Mt. Diablo Court #24, $640,000, 2 Bdrms, 1697 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 1-13-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $546,000, 06-26-14
3316 North Lucille Lane, $1,149,000, 4 Bdrms, 1655 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 1-6-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $840,000, 05-04-16
1424 Reliez Valley Road, $1,449,000, 4 Bdrms, 2519 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 1-12-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $404,000, 02-18-97
65 Silverwood Drive, $1,460,000, 4 Bdrms, 3055 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 1-10-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $250,000, 08-18-15
MORAGA
2083 Ascot Drive #131, $500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 1-10-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $123,500, 11-12-86
591 Augusta Drive, $316,000, 4 Bdrms, 2945 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 1-11-17
670 Augusta Drive, $862,500, 3 Bdrms, 2148 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 1-11-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $372,000, 10-08-93
1463 Camino Peral, $620,000, 2 Bdrms, 1159 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 1-13-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $529,500, 04-08-14
756 Country Club Drive, $765,000, 2 Bdrms, 1743 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 1-4-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $715,000, 06-27-08
463 Fernwood Drive, $1,460,000, 4 Bdrms, 2443 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 1-9-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $1,115,000, 06-24-10
2 Paseo Linares, $1,460,000, 4 Bdrms, 4048 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 1-6-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $540,000, 09-18-87
15 Thune Avenue, $1,020,000, 3 Bdrms, 1521 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 1-13-17
ORINDA
122 El Toyonal, $1,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 2871 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 1-11-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $925,000, 10-06-15
19 Glorietta Court, $1,275,000, 3 Bdrms, 1516 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 1-5-17; 
	 Previous Sale: $905,000, 06-06-16
21 Moraga Via, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3195 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 1-10-17

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

COMING SOON

123 Spring Rd, Orinda

Spectacular Mediterranean
4 bed/3baths, 
approx. 3406 sqft 
ideally located close to
downtown.

Price upon Request

COMING SOON

122 Stein Way, Orinda
Updated one level home with huge
flat yard. Price upon Request

COMING SOON

6 Cresta Blanca, Orinda
Charming, single story, 3bed/2baths,
approx. 1813 sqft, near Orinda Village

Offered at $920,000

Drainage Systems

925-944-5263
drainagepros.com

A+ rated

• Standing Water Problems 
Eliminated

• Sump Pump Service, Repairs 
& Replacement

• Drainage Inspections & Reports
• Retaining Walls
• Grading

Lic. #
512288



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A

DANVILLE, CA 94523
O: 925.800.3510    F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD
160-B GUTHRIE LANE, #3
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

LAURIE HIGGINS

925.876.7968 

449 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO $2,899,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

44 BATES BOULEVARD, ORINDA CALL AGENT

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

263 STEVEN CIRCLE, PLEASANT HILL $799,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384

1255 AVENIDA SEVILLA, WALNUT CREEK $769,000

LAURIE HIGGINS 925.876.7968

1231 S. VILLA WAY, WALNUT CREEK $349,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

1067 NEWCASTLE COURT, RICHMOND $499,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

2010 SMITH LANE, CONCORD $739,000

TERESA ZOCCHI 925.360.8662

1985 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,749,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622



This year’s popular color is slated to be green with a 
continued emphasis on grays and neutral tones to pro-
mote calmness, according to Burke.
	 “The bedroom is a place to retreat, rejuvenate, 
be intimate, and ultimately sleep. Colors that inspire 
these activities are appropriate,” she said.
	 Some pop of bright colors can be used for daring 
accents within bedding, rugs and furniture but make 
sure all of the colors used suit you and your home, 
Burke noted.
	 “While trends come and go, the function of 
the bedroom will generally stay the same, so the col-
ors, textures, and patterns should support those func-
tions,” Burke said. “At the end of the day, you have to 
live with it, so you better love it.”
	 In these cold winter months, warmth can be 
added to the bedroom using ambient lighting, cozy 
seating areas, fireplaces and lamps or wall sconces that 
encourage bedside reading. In the bed, thick throws 
and soft pillows and blankets are ideal for keeping us 
warm and fostering cuddly moments.
	 “All of these things can create moods that soothe 

and encourage the slowing down we need to do in our 
bedrooms,” Burke said. “Soft textures in fabrics, rugs 
and materials create warmth through the senses. Cur-
tains are another great way to add softness and create 
a transition between the outdoors and the warmth of 
the inside.”
	 As brand manager for Misto Lino linens store 
in Lafayette, Lisa Cecconi recommends down com-
forters, flannel sheets and a hot water bottle to create 
warmth in the bed. In addition to single colors, Cecco-
ni said that bold patterns and ethnic prints are big on 
quilts this season.
	 “What we put on our beds should be a combina-
tion of personal style, what makes us comfortable, and 
investing in the highest quality linens possible. It really 
makes a true difference in the quality of your sleep,” 
she said.
	 For Valentine’s Day luxury, Cecconi suggests 
silk pillowcases in romantic colors like rose. Pillows 
are a versatile way to quickly alter the look of the bed-
room and Cecconi likes shams or decorative pillows 
for a finished look and layers with multiple textures.

	 “You can put a coverlet over the top sheet. Then 
add a duvet cover and fold it back toward the foot of 
the bed for a wonderful, lofty look,” Cecconi said.
Something that is often forgotten in bedroom design is 
the downplay of TV and media devices, according to 
Burke. For a quiet and calming bedroom, make those 
items less of a focus.
	 “Too much stimulation in the bedroom can af-
fect our ability to sleep, which affects overall health,” 
she said.
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Futon bed at Sugi Fine Bedding and Gifts in Lafayette	 Photos Andy Scheck

Give your bedroom some love this Valentine's Day
... continued from page D1



Congratulations to Dana Green
#1 Agent in Lafayette 2008-2016 | #1 Agent in Lamorinda 2011-2016  

#1 Agent in Contra Costa County 2010-2016
#2 Agent in Pacific Union in 2012-2016

We are honored to have her as part of our Pacific Union family!

Lafayette 925.444.4300  |  pacificunion.com  

Elite Performance Makes a Difference!

*Based on data obtained from Trendgraphix 2017



New House 
Convenience  

IN ORINDA GROVE

AMYROSESMITH

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates 
93 Moraga Way 
Suite 103 
Orinda, CA 94563 
Phone: 925.212.3897
Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959 

JUST LISTED!  
42 Morello Place, Orinda

2385+/- Sq Ft,  4 beds, 3 baths 
www.42morelloplace.com  

CALL FOR PRICE  | OPEN 2/12 1-4PM

 

COMING SOON!  
109 Van Ripper Lane,  Orinda 

3000+/- Sq Ft,  4 beds, 3 baths, .79 acres
www.109vanripperlane.com  

CALL FOR PRICE

 

Traditional 
Tranqulity  

IN SLEEPY HOLLOW



//NEW LISTING

A Dream 
Rancher  
With Charm  
Everywhere

Sue Layng
// BROKER

925.963.7189 
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

The opportunities are endless for this 
fabulous family home in the heart of the 
Burton Valley Neighborhood.

This charming, ranch home is approximately 1700 square 
feet with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, lovely hardwood floors and 
vaulted living room ceiling. The kitchen has views of the 
front yard and opens to a level .23 acre backyard with patio 
and inviting rose garden. The seamless indoor/outdoor liv-
ing provides for gracious entertaining, great family fun ar-
eas, a child’s play structure, outdoor kitchen, and a garden.  
 
You will love the walkability and biking that Burton Valley of-
fers…no carpools to arrange! Walk to Burton Valley Elemen-
tary School, and the coveted Merriewood’s Children’s Center, 
Rancho Colorados Swim and Tennis Club, Las Trampas  Swim 
Club and bike to Stanley Intermediate School on the Lafay-
ette Bike Trail.  A very special neighborhood which provides all 
these amenities, conveniences.

569 Silverado Drive, Lafayette

//EXCLUSIVELY OFFERED BY SUE LAYNG AT $1,155,000
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The Real Estate year in review 
By Conrad Bassett

2016 was another extremely strong year for sellers 
of residential real estate in Lamorinda.  Sales 

volume was down due to a lack of supply and prices mod-
erated a little in Lafayette and Moraga, but not in Orinda, 
where the average continued to climb.
	 Homes stayed on the market for a similar limited time 
like a year ago and prices stayed high as supply remained 
quite low throughout the year.  
	 Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics re-
ported for closings Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, 2016, 263 sin-
gle family homes closed in Lafayette versus 338 in 2015. 
There were 302 in 2014, 314 in 2013, 302 in 2012 and 245 
in 2011. For the 263 reported closings, sales prices ranged 

from $635,000 to $3,700,000 and the average time on mar-
ket was 28 days, almost the same as 24 days in 2015. The 
average sale price was $1,506,811, down slightly from the 
$1,531,604 in 2015 but still up from $1,339,303 in 2014, 
$1,248,532 in 2013, $1,042,921 in 2012 and $1,040,014 
in 2011. The average sales price was 101.5 percent of the 
final list price. There was only one short sale reported in the 
MLS for the year in Lafayette as well as two foreclosures 
sold on the MLS.
	 In Moraga there were 108 single family closings down 
from 135 in 2015. There were 150 in 2014, 136 in 2013, 
150 in 2012 and 124 in 2011. Prices ranged from $685,000 
to $2,254,000. The average sale price was $1,272,179. This 

was a slight drop from the 2015 average of $1,290,804. It 
was $1,205,576 in 2014 and $1,147,207 in 2013. In 2012, 
it was $991,469 and in 2011 it was $894,768. The number 
of days on market in 2015 was 26, up from 17 in 2015 and 
2014 when it was 21. The average home sold for 101.6 per-
cent of its last list price.
	 In Orinda the number of single-family closings was 
229, down from 256 in 2015 and 276 in 2014. There were 
262 in 2013, 219 in 2012 and 164 in 2011. The reported 
sales ranged in price from $750,000 to $4,650,000 with an 
average price of $1,577,727. In 2015 it was $1,481,443. In 
2014 it was $1,370,088. In 2013 it was $1,240,158 and in 
2012 it was $1,068,303.  	        ... continued on page D10

Steep Driveway. Worth It.

Stunning views of the rolling hills, floor to ceiling
wood burning FP, peaked beamed ceilings, 2 levels
of decks.  Stunning kitchen with amazing cabinetry.

New 2 Car Garage. Complete Remodel!

Once your here, you'll know your Home

3200 sq.ft, 4 bed, 2.5 bath. Priced to Sell @ 1,758,000.00

86 La Espiral, Orinda

Mark Rowson 925-519-4451 BRE#017742843200 sq.ftff , 4 bed, 2.5 bath.

Open Sat/Sun 12-4
86LaEspiral.com



Soraya Golesorkhi
CNE®, SRES®
CalBRE#:01771736

Mobile: 925-808-8390  
sg@soraya4homes.com  
www.soraya4homes.com

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

55 Ardilla Rd., Orinda
Pending in 7 days with multiple offers!

This extraordinary Craftsman will take your breath away!
Cozy, comfortable and an entertainer’s dream! This lovely home has amenities
galore! It has approximately 3,508 sq. ft. of living space with 4 BR/3BA plus
office, gourmet kitchen, media room, formal living and dining room, separate
downstairs family room, wine cellar and a spectacular back yard designed by
renowned landscape architect, Peter Koenig.  The breathtaking yard includes an
outdoor kitchen, inviting seating area with
pergola and glass-stone fireplace, hot tub
and bocce ball court!  There are wonderful
vistas from the delightful front terrace, the
master bedroom and back yard.  Three of
the four bedrooms are upstairs and one
bedroom and bath are located downstairs,
which could be perfect for an au-pair or
in-law.  A very thoughtful design
throughout with most every convenience
taken into account.  An outstanding home!

Call me today with any real estate
questions or for a complimentary
home valuation.  I’m happy to help!

Extraordinary Craftsman with Golf Course Views!

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are 

independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

2180 Sky View Ct., Moraga

Destined to become a show stopper, this gracious “East Coast” Traditional 
home, built in 1996, is nestled on a private cul-de-sac and boasts 6 bedrooms 
plus an office, 4 baths and approximately 4,433 square feet.  Its arresting 
curb appeal and gracious foyer afford a first glimpse into the home’s charm 
and substance, hinting at the aesthetics within and previewing the pride of 
ownership that is so apparent.  Quintessential traditional touches include 
hardwood floors, wainscoting, handsome mill work and a classic floor plan 
highlighted by a sweeping staircase leading up to the second floor.  Tried, 
true and Traditional, this beauty pays homage to gracious living.  You’re 
going to love this home!		

OPEN Sun. 1-4

Offered at $2,199,000
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The average was $1,021,751 in 2011. The average market time was 23 days, about the same 
as a year ago when it was 26. The average sales price was an average of just under 102 percent 
the final list price for the reported sales. There were no short sales or REO (bank owned) 
sales in Orinda in 2016.
	 There was one reported sale in the MLS in Canyon in 2016 but none in 2014 or 2015.
	 On an average price per square foot basis for reported sales in 2016, Lafayette homes 
sold for $589.47 essentially the same as in 2015 when it was $585.87 and an increase from 
2014 when it was $546.87.  In 2016, Moraga homes sold for $558.02 per square foot, an 
increase from the $532.90 in 2015. In Orinda last year it was $594.37 which was up from 
$560.79 in 2015 and continuing the trend that started in 2012. It was $520.77 in 2014 and 
$489.85 in 2013 and $422.68 in 2012.
	 In the condominium/town home category, Lafayette had 16 closings in both 2016 and 
in 2015. As new developments of condominiums and townhomes are being developed in 
Lafayette, some new construction sales will not go through the MLS. The actual sales if the 
new homes are included would increase the total. Prices ranged in 2016 from $525,000 to $2 
million. Moraga had 79 closed units staying consistent with 81 in 2015 and 86 in 2014. Sales 
ranged from $305,000 to $1.1 million. This includes attached homes in Moraga Country 
Club. Orinda had four closings while they had seven in 2015. They sold from $319,000 for a 
one bedroom on Brookwood to $1,466,500 in Orindawoods.
	 It should always be noted that there are also a few direct sales that do not go through 
the MLS and they are not reported here. These include some foreclosures that were sold at 
the courthouse as well as some sales between private individuals.
	 As of Jan. 9, there were 24 dwellings under contract per the MLS in the three commu-
nities combined, with asking prices of $514,500 to $5 million. It should be pointed out that 
there are no “Potential Short Sales” that are currently pending and no REOs. Prices have 
continued to rise over the last few years and more owners now have equity in their homes 
and have not had to go the short-sale process or faced foreclosures.
	 A comparison of year-end inventory in the three communities combined shows 45 
homes on the market.  A year ago there were only 34 homes on the market. Typically the 
biggest inventory is in the spring and early summer, however this current number may point 
to another year with a combination of qualified buyers vying for a continued limited supply.  
The current asking prices range from $399,000 to $4,999,000 in the three communities com-
bined.
	 In Lamorinda in 2016, 82 homes sold for more than $2,000,000.  In 2015, 102 homes 
sold for $2,000,000 or more. In 2014, 81 homes sold for $2,000,000 or more.
	 Interest rates have remained historically low although there has been some increase 
the last several weeks but they are still very attractive to those with down payments of 
at least 20 percent. Corporations continue to expand and contract and also to relocate 
families. The minimal amount of single family new construction has helped keep supply 
and demand within a better balance than a lot of other neighboring communities. The 
east bay and closer to San Francisco communities like Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda as 
well as Piedmont and several neighborhoods in Oakland and Berkeley continue to ben-
efit from their proximity to San Francisco where prices remain very high. The East Bay is 
a “bargain.”
	 The trend that began in 2011 continues today are the situations in the three com-
munities where the seller received multiple offers and homes sold for above the list price. 
This, when coupled with an extremely low supply and a willingness by sellers to be real-
istic in their pricing should continue to fuel a strong market in 2017.
	 Conrad Bassett is a CRP, GMS-T.

The Real Estate year in review     
... continued from page D8

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Coming Soon in Moraga!

Offered at $1,900,000

Coming Soon in Moraga!
Sprawling 1-level Southwestern style home on large level .62± acre lot.  
Beautiful open kitchen/family room, formal living and dining rooms, and 
separate guest wing with a game room and hobby room.  5 bedrooms, 
4.5 bathrooms, 4930± sq.ft., 3-car garage, tile roof, huge yard with pool/
spa, paver patio, lawn, garden area, greenhouse and outdoor pavillion 
with kitchen and .5 bathroom.  1PaseoLinares.com

Obtaining a Mortgage is Not Easy These Days!!
Let Mark Provide The Service and Expertise You
Would Expect When Getting A Loan!!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 |
NMLS License #248181 | Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today to talk about
your specific situation!



Dick Holt
925.297.9150  cell
Email:  rwholtcb@aol.com 
BRE#00827803

Stunning Rossmoor Remodel

Beautifully and totally remodeled using highest quality materials,
appliances, and workmanship.   Large (1507sf) Villa Verde with tons of
natural light and wraparound deck.  Master suite with walk-in and private
deck, and second bdrm/office, dining room, breakfast nook, laundry
room, living room w/fireplace, 2nd bath, attached garage, and extra
carport.    Contact Dick Holt for private showing.     Asking $779,000.  
Call Dick Holt for a private showing    (925) 297-9150

3644 Terra Granada, #1A

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed 
to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell

Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  BRE License # 01908304

Experience  •  Integrity  •  Results

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are 

independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Michelle Holcenberg
Wendy Holcenberg
(925) 324-0405 
michelle@holcenberg.com
www.holcenberg.com
License #01373412
License #00637795

A Jewel With a Pool  
in Rheem Valley Manor

Vaulted ceilings and dramatic walls of windows bring natural 
light and views into this lovely single-story home in the Rheem 

Valley Manor neighborhood. Stylish touches throughout the 
four bedrooms plus an office and two bathrooms. The updated 

eat-in kitchen features granite countertops and stainless  
appliances. There are formal dining and living rooms and a 

family room opening onto the gorgeous yard with a pool, lawn, 
garden area and flowers galore. With top schools, and nearby 

trail access and shopping, it’s enough to make any buyer drool.

JUST LISTED: 370  Donald Drive, Moraga

Bedrooms Bathrooms Price

4+ 2 $1,395,000

Michelle Holcenberg
Wendy Holcenberg
(925) 324-0405 
michelle@holcenberg.com
www.holcenberg.com
License #01373412
License #00637795

A Jewel With a Pool  
in Rheem Valley Manor
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appliances. There are formal dining and living rooms and a 

family room opening onto the gorgeous yard with a pool, lawn, 
garden area and flowers galore. With top schools, and nearby 
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Bedrooms Bathrooms Price
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Michelle Holcenberg
Wendy Holcenberg
(925) 324-0405 
michelle@holcenberg.com
www.holcenberg.com
License #01373412
License #00637795

A Jewel With a Pool  
in Rheem Valley Manor

Vaulted ceilings and dramatic walls of windows bring natural 
light and views into this lovely single-story home in the Rheem 

Valley Manor neighborhood. Stylish touches throughout the 
four bedrooms plus an office and two bathrooms. The updated 

eat-in kitchen features granite countertops and stainless  
appliances. There are formal dining and living rooms and a 

family room opening onto the gorgeous yard with a pool, lawn, 
garden area and flowers galore. With top schools, and nearby 

trail access and shopping, it’s enough to make any buyer drool.

JUST LISTED: 370  Donald Drive, Moraga

Bedrooms Bathrooms Price

4+ 2 $1,395,000
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Digging Deep   

Something to crow about!  
By Cynthia Brian
“I raised chickens because I love that feeling of being in the country and living from the soil” — Eartha Kitt

With 2017 being the Year of the Rooster, I am excited to share my grati-
tude to the poultry that graced my life. 
 Chanticleer may be the reason I am where I am today. When I was 8 

years old I announced to my parents that I wanted to be able to go to college. Since 
my grandparents had barely finished sixth to eighth grades and my parents had high 
school diplomas, I would be the first person in my family to strive for a university 
degree. It was decided that the only way this dream would be possible is if I financed 
it myself. My brilliant idea was to raise chickens, sell the eggs, and enter competi-
tions at fairs to earn the cash. 
	 My first clutch of chickens yielded nine pullets and three cockerels. My favor-
ite rooster was Chanticleer, a beautiful Rhode Island Red, who followed me every-

where. A great deal of time was spent with my brood of 12 as I began my farm fresh 
egg business through my membership in the 4-H Club. When fair season rolled 
around, I entered Chanticleer and my hens in the appropriate categories including 
showmanship. Chanticleer and I won blue ribbons and were named Grand Cham-
pions in every competition at every event, including the California State Fair. At 
fairs outside the county where I resided it was necessary to enter Chanticleer in 
“open division,” meaning I wasn’t competing against other children or 4-H-er’s but 
was competing with professional breeders and adult hobbyists. Chanticleer still 
won Grand Champion and soon I was being heralded as a “California Champion 
Rooster Raiser” and “The Chicken Lady.” (Of course when I was a teenager I wasn’t 
enamored with those titles, but today I cherish the honors.) Throughout my teens I 
raised hundreds of hens and several roosters, but Chanticleer remained the king of 
the roost, a media star and a winning companion.
	 Weeds and grass were fed to the barnyard animals as well as scraps from our 
table. The hens scratched, ate worms and fertilized the yard. The manure from the 
chicken coop was shoveled into a pile to age for three years before it was mixed 
into the flowerbeds. (Chicken manure is “hot” and will burn your plants if it is not 
seasoned.) Everything was recycled in the perfect circle of organic living. Eggs were 
gathered twice a day and delivered to customers twice a week. I saved every penny 
and documented every expense.
	 Chanticleer lived a very long, happy life and I will always be grateful for his 
friendship, his beautiful stature, and his profitable deportment. By the time I was 
18 I had indeed earned enough dollars from my poultry project, farm labor jobs and 
scholarships to pay my college tuition at both UCLA and UC Berkeley. And that is 
something to crow about!
	 Celebrate the Year of the Rooster. Gung Hay Fat Choy!

Camellias blooming and getting ready to drop.	 Photos Cynthia Brian

Marvelous mustard fields in the vineyards.
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ALAN MARKS
925-899-9000

Alan@AlanMarks.com
License # 01160227

 

ARE YOU SQUEEZED  INTO A tiny 

love nest? 
LET ME EASE THE PRESSURE AND FIND YOU A BIGGER 

PLACE SO YOUR LOVE CAN GROW!

         Re�nancing?  Purchase?  2nd Home? 

 Equal Housing Lender.  Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is a Delaware limited 
liability company, licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residen�al Mortgage Lending 
Act .  This is not an o�er for extension of credit or a commitment to lend.    Terms and condi�ons apply.  Addi�onal loan 
programs may be available.  This is not an o�er to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other 
applicable law. Call for details. 3/2015 NMLS ID # 1438399 Orinda Branch 

Call Becca today! 
 Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years. 

Becca Romonek Loan O�cer�Team Rider NMLS#1436604 
Cell: 925.899.5758 
Becca.Romonek@prospectmtg.com                 
8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda 

Orinda | 114 Homes Sold
Lafayette | 123 Homes Sold

Moraga | 81 Homes Sold

As Real Estate experts, we can help you properly prepare your home for sale 
and determine the best time to place your home on the market to maximize 

your investment. We specialize in your neighborhood!

WHAT DOES THE REAL ESTATE MARKET LOOK LIKE FOR 2017?

Real Estate News | Manzone Team
LAST SIX MONTHS IN REVIEW

Manzone Team 
Leslie & Michele Manzone
925.388.6056 | 925.222.5512
manzoneteam@gmail.com

manzoneteam.com

License #: 01120753 | 01028002

Inspire. Ethical. Positive. Realistic. Informative. Friendly. Contact us today!

DAVID PIERCE
Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct:  925 254 5984
david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated
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TRAIN a climbing rose up an arch, arbor, obelisk, or wall to enjoy the strong fragranc-
es of myrrh, tea, and fruit. For 15 percent off David Austin Roses use coupon code 
ULA before Feb. 24 at www.davidaustinroses.com.
PICK up all camellias that fall to the ground to eliminate disease to the mother plant.
CLEAN outdoor garden drains. When water flooded my patio it was because five 
gallons of mud was clogging two drains. The good news…lots of earthworms.
CUT a few branches from willows to experience the opening buds.
WATCH out for woodpeckers damaging your buildings.
BRING cymbidium orchids indoors to enjoy months of beautiful blooms.
PRUNE grapevines while the canes are dormant and brittle.
PROTECT citrus trees from freezing. If your trees are too large, pick the fruit before a 
freeze threatens. 
PLACE a bouquet of blooms by your bedside for a better night’s sleep.
PLANT your favorite summer blooming bulbs including pollinator magnets like 
dinner plate dahlias.
CROW at the clouds and scratch in the dirt. It’s the year of the red fire chicken. 
HIKE a trail that meanders through our beautiful creeks. 
LAST chance to get your roses and vines pruned. My pruning is finally completed.
AGE your chicken manure before adding it to the garden. To tickle your imagination, 
Eartha Kitt raised her chickens in Beverly Hills!
EMAIL me when you need a consultation. 

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for February fun

A flowing creek and babbling brook are great places to hike or meditate.

The branches of this budding creek willow look like cotton balls on sticks.

The last freeze damaged this orange tree.
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Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda 
Advertise in 

Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies every other week.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded – Licensed & Insured License# 702845 C27 & C53

©2017
Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is a New York 
Times best selling author, actor, radio personality, 
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the 
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You 
Are1® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at www.
StarStyleRadio.net
Available for hire for any project. 
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR

“Chicken Lady” Cynthia Brian with a prized rooster, but not the famous 
Chanticleer.

An arrangement of roses, camellia, star thistle and heather is cheerful and 
uplifting. 

Blue Ridge

Landscape Company Inc.
Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED
INSURED

Lic# 818633



L amorinda’s  L eading Independent  Real  Estate  Firm
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93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on Sunday Open Homes

ORINDA

MORAGA
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MORAGA
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WALNUT CREEK

ORINDA

MORAGA

LAFAYETTE

PLEASANT HILL

109 Van Ripper Lane    Beautifully 
updated home in the heart of Sleepy 
Hollow. Gourmet kitchen/great room, 
refinished hardwood floors, gorgeous 
master suite. Large flat lot with newer 
landscaping, patio & grill. Excellent 
schools.     	              

806 Augusta Drive    Detached 
Single Level Plan 11 features 3bd/2ba, 
1842 sq. ft., new kitchen, new roof, 
updated baths, hardwood floors, 
recessed lighting and fresh paint.    	
              

122 Danefield Place    Spacious & 
updated 5+ bedroom, 3 bathroom home 
in ‘close-in’ Moraga. Gorgeous views, 
updated kitchen & baths, new floors, 
fresh paint, dual pane windows & new 
roof!  	               

1204 Glen Road    Stunning new 
construction by SpringHill Homes boasts 
4225 sf of exceptional open living spaces 
& beautifully landscaped level backyard 
on 2.06 acres with views in sought after 
Happy Valley Glen.    	              

2133 Donald Drive #7 Desirable 
& affordable Moraga Manor 2bd/1.5ba, 
1,224 sf condo w/priv. patio, dual sided 
frplc & dining rm. Complex has pool, 
laundry &dedicated parking. Ideally 
located for shopping, award winning 
schools.    	              

1063 Del Rio Way End of cul de sac, 
5bd/2.5ba, 2820 sqft fully remodeled 
2 story traditional beauty with hand 
scraped distressed hw floors, Anderson 
windows & prof. landscaped yard on 

.25ac. Move in ready, top schools!

860 Broadmoor Court Lafayette 
Trail cul-de-sac location! This 5bd/3.5ba 
custom home w/3435 sqft offers 
comfortable spaces for family living. 
Patios, stone fireplace & grassy lawn 
ideally close to trail, schools & town.   	
              

1908 Golden Rain #2 
New Rossmoor Beauty! Updated and 
expanded 1325 square foot 2 bedroom, 
2 bath Yosemite model. Level-in, light 
and bright end unit!    	              

820 Country Club Drive Sought 
after single level, end unit. Nicely 
updated throughout. Great location 
for walking to town, farmer’s market. 
Satellite pool nearby. Enjoy club 
membership & amenities. Golf, swim, 
& tennis.     	               

1100 Country Club Drive 
Views, Views, Views! Spacious single 
level, 3 bed, 2 baths, updated kitchen, 
hardwood floors, fresh paint and more.    	
              

3333 Hamlin Road 
Super opportunity on almost 20 acres. 
One of the last big parcels of land in 
Lafayette to develop. Truly a rare find of 
magnificent allure of beauty & close-in 
trail are appeal.  	               

215 Grover Lane Top location in 
desirable South Walnut Creek! Spacious 
4bd/2ba rancher featuring 1928sf & 
situated on a .44 acre lot w/privacy 
near end of cul-de-sac. Vaulted ceilings, 
kitchen/ family combo.    	               

105 Crane Terrace Very private 
setting w/off-the-chart panoramic 
views! Fabulous 4.87ac gated estate, 
New England style traditional w/richly 
designed spaces of custom craftsmanship. 
Lovely grounds w/lawns, gardens, 
mature trees.    	               

48 Sullivan Drive Move-in ready 
single story rancher with eat-in chefs 
kitchen, hardwood floors, 3 beds, 2 baths 
& amazing views. Built in firepit & BBQ 
on .55 acres close to award winning Los 
Perales Elementary.              

569 Silverado Drive Dream 
Location! Charming ranch style home 
on level .23 acre in the heart of Burton 
Valley. 3bd/2ba, apx. 1694 sqft. Living 
room w/vaulted ceiling & frplc. Family 
room w/gas frplc & open to kitchen.  	
              

118 Tranquility Lane Beautiful new 
construction home off Price Lane - 1st 
home available! Residing on .18ac with 
4bd/3.5ba, chef’s kitchen, great room, 
formal dining/ living, beautiful finishes. 
Ideal location for commute, shops, parks. 
NO HOA.	               
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New Listing
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New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing
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New Listing

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore 

Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Charles Levine
Erin Martin

April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

Call for Price

$1,195,000

$1,450,000

$3,650,000

$419,000

Call for Price

$2,398,000

$475,000

$725,000

$1,395,000

$2,500,000

$849,000

$2,950,000

Call for Price

$1,155,000

$1,250,000


