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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593
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Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC,
General Contractor

Full design team resources available

mDmlu ! o l

“DESIGN + REFINISHING » INSTALL

- 925-376-1118

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

All Airports
Served 24/7
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Dispatch:

925-849-2222 _

Direct:
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925-286-0064 -
www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

Amazing Summer Math Camps

- The Wide World of Sports Statistics
Play sports and calculate your statistics
- Conquer Common Core Math
Clarify/review current year's math and prepare for the next
- Classes to Attack Algebra
Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures
- Get a Jump on Geometry:
A fun, hands on class for high school students

=+ |N@MINYG — These classes might trick students
into believing that math is fun **+*

If you have further questions feel free to
contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net

Classes taught by teacher & experienced
math instructor, Michael Adler

To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor
who is fun?
Individual/small group
summer or year round
tutoring available
m.adler@sbcglobal.net,

Michael Adler

College Prep * Grades 8-12 ¢ Small Classes

OPEN HOUSE

FOR INTERESTED FAMILIES

INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND TOURS

APRIL 19™
79 PM

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MNHNASIUME

The Math Learning Center

Wednesday, March 8, 2017
GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com
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Politics was not on their radar
too much during college, but the
last presidential election ignited
their passion. “We felt so powerless
and anxious after the election was
over,” remembers Fuchshuber, “we
wanted to make a difference.”

Shepard found the website Mi-
Jente that automatically sends peti-
tions and letters to elected officials
on the subject of sanctuary cities.
They decided that the cookie-cutter
approach would not work for Lam-
orinda and they took action on their
own.

The trio recruited Lafayette
friends Allie Walker and Caroline
Silvanito who helped with the re-
search on the topic and at presenta-
tions. “We also started canvassing,”
says Hsu. Going door-to-door was
not the easiest for the self-pro-
claimed quiet young women to do,
Fuchshuber says. But she admits
that they were happily surprised by
the willingness of people to engage
in a dialogue with them.

“It was very important for us to
understand the positions of people
who were against declaring sanctu-
ary in our cities,” she says. They
noted that people were concerned
that the declaration would encour-
age dangerous people to come to
Lamorinda. Others said that they
had themselves worked hard to get
a permit to stay in the U.S. and that
they did not see why they would
support lawbreakers. The young
women add that they also met
many sympathizers.

Fuchshuber, Hsu and Shepard
were prepared when it came to
speaking in front of the city coun-
cils. When they came to their first
ever council meeting in Orinda,

status,” its website stated.
March 1.
Mary’s a sanctuary campus.

cisco and Oakland.

mented.

mute. ??? Why dos his matter?

they had divided their presentation
into three segments of three min-
utes each that they gave one after
the other. “Diversity and inclusion
are fundamental American val-
ues,” said Hsu in her introduction.
“Sanctuary status simply protects
the privacy of residents and keeps
their immigration status private.”
Several residents who had heard of
their projects also talked in favor of
the status. The same happened in
Moraga and Lafayette. In Moraga,
at least three of the council mem-
bers clapped with the audience af-
ter the presenters talked. Neither
council though has yet decided to
add the topic on their agenda for
future discussion.

Moraga Chief of Police John
King assured the council that Mor-
aga would not seek out people’s
immigration status and that police
action was disentangled from im-
migration enforcement. In Orinda,
Chief of Police Mark Nagle stated
that his department had not changed
its practice in any way since
Trump’s new orders have been is-
sued. His department is part of the
county sheriff’s office. Candace
Andersen, District 2 County Su-
pervisor, indicated that the practice
in Contra Costa County is strictly
to collaborate with ICE regarding
immigrants in the country illegally
who commit serious crimes, but
that there was no seeking of those
immigrants in the county.

The trio also went to the tri-city
meeting on March land the dis-
cussion was spirited among those
supporting and those opposing the
issue.

Lamorinda Weekly talked to
several Lamorinda residents who

Near and far: Other “sanctuary” initiatives.
Schools and other cities have adopted rules or ordinances alluding to the safety of students and residents.
Recently, the Acalanes Union High School District boards adopted a resolution ensuring “their un-
equivocal commitment to ensure our schools are safe and welcoming places for all our students, and that
the District will provide equal access to a public education for all our students, regardless of students’ or
parents’ actual or perceived national origin, ethnic group identification, religion, citizenship, or immigration

Fighting for Lamorinda sanctuary status

would rather not be named, and
work in surrounding communities
where the population of workers
that do not have a legal status is
large. One who works in a Pleasant
Hill school said that some children
are scared that their parents will be
gone by the time they come home,
other students are afraid of just
coming outside. Another resident
working in the medical field ex-
plained that she believes that peo-
ple are afraid that information col-
lected by social services would be
shared with ICE. She said that this
month prenatal visits had dropped
by 50 percent, but she added that
she could not confirm that the scare
of being reported was the cause.

Andersen added that the county
would not seek sanctuary status be-
cause there would be a risk to lose
federal funding. A law on the books
withholds federal justice department
grants to sanctuary cities. It was
passed after Kate Steinle was killed
in San Francisco two years ago.

The trio adds that there are
other ways to make sure that police
will not hunt for those in the coun-
try illegally, such as reviewing the
police rules, or making a statement
that would not include the term
sanctuary (see the school district’s
statement below), and they will
continue their campaign tailoring it
to their communities.

Their next steps are to seek meet-
ings with Lamorinda elected officials
to get the topic on the three cities’
agenda while garnering as much
public support as possible. For those
interested, they can be reached at
lamorindasanctuary@gmail.com.
Their web site Lamorindasanctuary.
wordpress.com is under construction.

The Contra Costa County Board of Education adopted a similar statement at their board meeting on
At Saint Mary’s College students and faculty have asked President James Donahue to make Saint
Several cities have declared sanctuary status in the Bay Area including Alameda, Berkeley, San Fran-

California Senate Bill 54 ,called the “sanctuary state bill,” seeks precluding local and state agencies,
such as police departments and ICE, from working in conjunction to seek out immigrants who are undocu-

Meanwhile, the city of Alameda adopted sanctuary status on Jan. 17, says city manager Jill Keimach,
who was Moraga town manager until January 2016.

She explains that when the topic was discussed it was a 50/50 argument with the public, with people
saying that the city would harbor criminals. But since Alameda does not have a jail, the argument was

Another aspect was funding, she said. On Jan. 25 President Trump signed an executive order denying
federal funding to sanctuary cities. Alameda is part of Congresswoman Barbara Lee’s district. Lee led a
workshop with attorneys to explain to cities that the Tenth Amendment prohibits the federal government
from enforcing any law though the denying of funding. The federal government possesses only those pow-
ers delegated to it by the United States Constitution, and all remaining powers are reserved for the states or
the people. Immigration and deportation are not listed in the Constitution.

Keimach proposed a text to her council that listed all the elements of a sanctuary city, without using the
word, something she thought prudent. But Alameda city council decided to use the word “sanctuary.” Kei-
mach notes that Alameda has a much larger population of immigrants, documented or not, than Lamorinda,
and that these people have been coming to all council meetings. “Anxiety is high,” she said.

By Sophie Braccini
fter the former Saint Mary’s
student Mahershala Ali won
an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor
for his role in the Oscar-winning
movie “Moonlight,” the college’s
social media sites started crackling
with messages congratulating the
actor.
“Congrats” messages appeared
everywhere, from Facebook to

Instagram. Ali had been the com-
mencement speaker at the Moraga
college last year, and the online
community on Feb. 26 continued
echoing how the man had been
incredibly humble, grateful, and
kind.

Ali  graduated from Saint
Mary’s in 1996 with a degree in
communications. He made his

Saint Mary’s is proud of alum Ali

theater debut with the California
Shakespeare Theatre, having ob-
tained an apprenticeship there after
graduation. His movie career took
off in 2008 with a role in “The Cu-
rious Case of Benjamin Button.” In
“Moonlight” he played Juan, a drug
dealer with a big heart, who takes
Chiron, the main character, under
his wing during his childhood.



