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Miramonte rolls to girls basketball NCS title as all 3 teams prepare for NorCals

By Karl Buscheck

he Miramonte girls basketball team se-

cured the NCS Division II title on March
4, pulverizing No. 2 seed Montgomery 84-44
at Saint Mary’s College.

The Mats will next compete in the CIF
NorCal regional tournament, which begins
on March 8 after carving through the NCS
bracket. The top-seeded Mats cruised past
No. 15 Hayward, 83-30, in the opening
round, handled No. 9 Alameda, 75-37, in the
quarterfinals and dispatched No. 13 Newark
Memorial, 78-55, in the semifinals.

Miramonte begins the next round of post-
season play with a 27- 3 record overall (9-1
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in league) and ranked No. 25 in the state, ac-
cording to MaxPreps.

Acalanes narrowly missed out on a
chance to square off with their neighbors in
the title matchup, falling 53-50 to Montgom-
ery in Santa Rosa on March 1 in the semifi-
nals.

“Getting to the semifinals is not easy and
the kids earned it every step of the way,”
head coach Ashley Valenzuela said after her
third-seeded Dons’ NCS run came to an end.

The Dons, who enter NorCals with a 19-
10 record (6-4 in league), advanced to the
penultimate stage of the NCS DII postseason

after taking care of No. 14 Rancho Cotate,
64-52, in the opening round and rallying past
No. 6 Redwood, 67-65, in the quarterfinals.

“The best part about our postseason run
is that everyone had to step up,” Valenzuela
said. “Every game we where faced with chal-
lenging situations that put our kids in a posi-
tion that every single person had to step up
and perform. It was fun to watch them really
step up and face those challenges.”

Against Redwood, Acalanes didn’t claim
its first lead until there were 24 seconds left
on the clock. During the furious fourth quar-
ter, senior point guard Brooke Panfili poured
in 11 of her team high 21 points. Senior post
player Emma Godfrey added in 18 points and
senior guard Roni Marrone accounted for 15.

The team’s NCS march came to an end in
the Dons’” March 1 loss to Montgomery, but
Acalanes has already shifted its focus to the
next stage of the postseason.

“The season is not over,” Valenzuela said
after the defeat. “We have NorCal to look
forward to and we need to learn from this
game in order to prepare for the next one.”

Like the Dons, Campolindo will be tak-
ing part in NorCals after exiting in the semi-
finals of the DIII bracket. The third-seeded
Cougars lost 67-48 to No. 2 Salesian on
March 1 at Albany High School.

“I am very proud of what we have ac-
complished this season so far,” head coach

Art Thoms said in the wake of the semifinal
defeat. “We have a great group of girls that
care a lot about each other and have a lot of
fun.”

Co-champions of the DAL National divi-
sion, the Cougars (23-6, 9-1) head into the
next round of the postseason. Campolindo
smashed through the first two stages of NCS
play, hammering No. 14 Novato and No. 6
Moreau Catholic — their opening round and
quarterfinal opponents — by a combined mar-
gin of 70 points.

“Haley Van Dyke and Aubrey Wagner
really played well against Moreau,” Thoms
said. “Haley had 35 points and 18 rebounds
and Aubrey had 22 points and 13 rebounds.
Ashley Thoms had a great game against
Novato. Ashley had 25 points and made six
3-pointers.”

With more basketball left to be played,
Thoms has urged his team to put the chal-
lenging semifinals matchup in the rearview
mirror.

“The message is to stay together though
the good times and bad,” Thoms said. “Sale-
sian was a tough loss and we did not play
well. Those difficult times are where these
young ladies build their true character and
a strong bond with each other. Now we re-
group and go try to win the NorCal tourna-
ment.”

Campo boys” hoops team loses in NCS championship, but advances to NorCals

By Karl Buscheck

Chris Wright
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he Campolindo boys’ basketball team

dropped the NCS Division 3 title
game to Salesian 55-40 on March 4 at Saint
Mary’s College, but the postseason run
continues on for the upstart Cougars.

The next order of business for Cam-
polindo, (19-11, 7-4) will be to take part
in the CIF NorCal regional tournament,
which begins on March 8. Even after that
NCS setback, the Cougars find themselves
in a spot that few would have predicted
heading into the season.

“We definitely enjoyed that fact (the we
qualified) because [ don’t think a lot of peo-
ple thought this team could do that,” said
head coach Steven Dyer. “But at the same
time, we can enjoy all these things more at
the end of the season. When you’re in the
moment, you want to just do your best to
focus on the next game.”

Dyer believes that the lack of hype sur-
rounding the squad helped drive the Cou-
gars, at least in part, to a second-place tie in
the Foothill division of the DAL and their
current berth in NorCals.

“I think that’s motivated a lot of guys,”
Dyer said. “I think a lot of the varsity guys

coming back weren’t very happy with how
their season went last year. So, I think
there’s a lot of motivation and then we have
a lot of young guys who are trying to prove
themselves at this level.”

The trickiest part of competing in Nor-
Cals is that the Cougars will now be run-
ning up against teams from far-flung lo-
cales across the region.

“It will be obviously very challenging
because there’s teams from the Sacramento
area, teams from way up north, teams from
the Peninsula, so you could be playing a lot
of good teams,” Dyer said. “It will be obvi-
ously challenging.”

Dyer highlighted a trio of seniors —
Chris Wright, Lev Garcia and Mike Navru-
zyan — for spearheading the team’s NCS
run into NorCals. After drawing a bye in
the opening round as the No. 2 seed, the
Cougars thumped No. 7 Hercules, 51-32,
as Wright chipped in a double-double with
16 points and 16 boards.

“We earned that No. 2 seed, which
was big because we got a home game in
the quarterfinals and the semifinals,” Dyer
said.

Garcia’s introduction into the starting
five has been crucial to the Cougars’ emer-
gence.

“Lev Garcia has been a really good
defensive player,” Dyer. “Our season’s re-
ally taken off since he’s been in the starting
lineup.”

Meanwhile, Navruzyan hit a few big
3’s off the bench in Campolindo’s 68-53
semifinals win over Analy.

“That semifinal game against Analy
was maybe the best game we’ve played
all year — both offensively and defensive-
ly,” Dyer said. “So, it’s always good to be
playing some of your best basketball in
the postseason. So, I’'m really proud of the
guys.”

As the team begins its NorCal drive, the
team’s depth — the Cougars have received
contributions from players up and down the
roster — will be essential.

“It’s been a group effort, for sure,”
Dyer said. “And the one thing, or the big-
gest thing, is that this team plays really
well together and is a very unselfish group
which makes things fun as a coach.”
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Computer Service

Ragtime Music, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, and Klezmer Music for your
club or private party Single act or
band. Eliot Kenin 800-965-1302
eliotkenin29@gmail.com

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

+ WINDOWS TUTORING [

« HARDWARE UPGRADES

« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT

« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT

Painting

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Weed Cutting Drainage Systems

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

Drainage Systems,
French Drains
925-930-8123. CALic #417323

*** HANDYMAN

* %%

Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706 §
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Home Service 30 Years Experience
|

« Painting ¢ Plumbing ¢ Electrical
* Baseboards ¢ Carpentry * Caulking
* Grab Bars ¢ Ceiling Fans * Crown
Moulding ¢ Deck Painting « Water
Heaters * Dead Bolts * Faucets
* Garbage Disposal « Sliding Doors
* Drywall Repair * Pressure Washing
* Flooring: Hardwood, Carpet, Vinyl,
Tile « Hanging Mirrors & Pictures,
etc. * Toilet Installation & Repair
No job too small
925-934-0877

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com




