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It takes a start-up about fi ve years to be considered
a success. This week, the Lamorinda Weekly is cel-
ebrating its 10th anniversary, an ambitious and laud-

able achievement given the history of jouralism in today’s 
world.

Over the last 10 years, the Lamorinda Weekly, led by 
publishers Wendy and Andy Scheck, has produced 262 is-
sues and 8,928 pages of copy, all dedicated to life in Lam-
orinda. We cover the news in your towns, your schools, 

on your sports teams and down your blocks. You will fi nd 
stories of national and even international news, but fi l-
tered through the eyes and words of Lamorindans. 

In this issue we feature several stories devoted to 
our 10th anniversary: On page A8 Nick Marnell looks at 
our unprecedented fi re and safety coverage, and on A10 
talks to original advertisers.  On page B1, Sophie Brac-
cini looks at her 10 years of reporting in Lamorinda. We 
also offer a 10-year “time capsule,” compiled by Cathy 

Dausman, on B3, as well as the paper’s top stories viewed 
online. Even Susie Iventosch, our food writer, covers her 
top recipes of the last decade on page B3. 

Creating the Lamorinda Weekly is, and always has 
been, a team effort, and without its staff of talented writ-
ers, columnists and photographers, we would not survive. 
So  here’s  to  another 10 years of great community news 
coverage!
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Staff  from the Lamorinda Weekly and Transcontinental Printing pull off  the Feb. 22 issue from the presses.    Photos David Bruckman

Fighting for Lamorinda sanctuary status
By Sophie Braccini

Three young Lamorinda residents and their 
friends have decided to take on a highly vis-

ible political campaign: get the three communi-
ties to declare sanctuary city status. 
 Sanctuary municipalities  are locations 
where non-U.S. citizens can  reside without fear 
of deportation, if they are law-abiding. There are 
several such cities in the Bay Area, including Al-
ameda, Oakland San Francisco and Berkeley.
 Lynn Hsu, Victoria (Tori) Shepard and Clara 
Fuchshuber are meeting with civic leaders, busi-
ness people and talking to city councils, urging 
them to put the issue of becoming a sanctuary 
city on the agenda.
 The three women are children of immigrant 
parents. They heard about the sanctuary city 
movement where jurisdictions declare that with-
in their borders there would be no ethnic profi l-
ing against immigrants, and decided this would 
be their quest: bringing sanctuary status to Lam-
orinda.

The three women graduated from Campolin-

do High School in 2011. They went their sepa-
rate ways to college but stayed in touch. They 
are now back in Lamorinda, either working, or 
studying as pre-med students.

      ... continued on page A12

From left, Lynn Hsu and Clara Fuchshuber meet in 

Lafayette to prepare their next campaign. 

                                                  Photo Sophie Braccini

Leigh Creekside Park closer 
to getting play structure
By Pippa Fisher

If it was said that the divisive issue 
of Leigh Creekside Park would re-

quire the wisdom of Solomon and the 
patience of Job to solve, in the end per-
haps it took more of the statesmanship 
of Pericles to move the proposed new 
play structure forward.
 At the city council meeting on Feb. 
27, with standing room only, Lafayette 
City Council once again heard from 
close to 50 impassioned residents as 
the meeting went well into the early 
hours of the following morning. With 
tension running high the council heard 
from those who want to add children’s 
play structures to the small area of 
land that is the neighborhood park, 
located at the corner of Fourth Street 
and Moraga Boulevard (“actives”) and 

from those who want the leafy park to 
remain passive (“passives”).
  Jonathan Katayanagi, the city’s di-
rector of the parks, trails and recreation 
department, told the council of of sev-
eral options for moving forward, given 
recent studies that show “exceedances 
of the city’s noise ordinance due to the 
sound of children playing.”
 Option one would be to prepare a 
focused Environmental Impact Report, 
now required —a study that would 
cost $24,000 and take three to six 
months to complete. Option two called 
for the temporary tabling of the issue 
and the amendment of the city’s noise 
ordinance, which was set in 1977. 
 ... continued on page A11

Lamorinda Weekly Turns 10 
By Peggy Spear
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Public Meetings
City Council 
Monday, March 13, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 20, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, March 13, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, March 15, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, March 8, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Offi ce Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette: 
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.lafayettechamber.org

JUST LISTED | 1ST OPEN SUN. 1-4JUST LISTED | OPEN SUN. 1-4
Quintessential 3BR/3BA, 2197± sq. ft. charmer loved and well maintained by one 
family! Flat .62± acre lot on a quaint cul-de-sac in an A+ downtown location! 
Offered at $1,395,000 3518RowePlace.com

Light-filled 4BR + office + bonus, 3.5BA, 3441± sq. ft. contemporary on 
a park-like, .62± acre lot w/ pool in the sought-after trail neighborhood.
Offered at $1,965,000 952StowLane.com

952 STOW LANE, LAFAYETTE 3518 ROWE PLACE, LAFAYETTE

DANAGREENTEAM.COM925.339.1918�|�LICENSE # 01482454

L A M O R I N DA’ S  # 1  R E A LT O R  S I N C E  2 0 0 8

T H E  DA N A  G R E E N  T E A M  P R O U D LY  P R E S E N T S . . .

Call me for an appointment to view these exciting new listings!

Lafayette Police Department 
Incident Summary Report 
Jan. 29 - Feb. 11
Alarms 78
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 20
Noise complaints 3
Traffi c stops 163
Suspicious Circumstances 22
Suspicious Subjects 26
Suspicious Vehicles 36
Welfare Check 21
Patrol Request 7
Animal Cruelty 
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Auto Burglary
 3300 Block Woodview Dr.
 3500 Block Brook St.
 900 Block Dewing Ave.
 700 Block Solana Dr.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Battery
 3200 Block Acalanes Ave.
Beat Info
 3900 Block Canyon Rd.
 4100 Block Canyon Rd.
Civil Problem
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 1000 Block 2nd St.
 3300 Block Moraga Blvd.
 1000 Block 2nd St.
Commercial Burglary
 1000 Block Dewing Ave.
 1000 Block Brown Ave.
Drunk In Public
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Forgery
 3700 Block Highland Rd.
Found Property
 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
 3300 Block Rowland Dr.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses
 3400 Block Hamlin Rd.
 1100 Block Vacation Dr.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Harassment
 El Nido Ranch Rd./acalanes Rd.
 1st St/Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 1100 Block Via Media
 3300 Block Sweet Dr.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor  
 Acalanes Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Police Department
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 1st St/Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft
 900 Block S Thompson Rd.
 3600 Block Powell Dr.
 600 Block N Silverado Dr. (2)
 3900 Block Canyon Rd.
 3300 Block Woodview Ct.
In Custody Theft
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Intoxicated Subject
 50 Block Lafayette Cr.
Litter
 1000 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.

Loitering
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lost Property
 Police Department
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Panhandling
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft
 3300 Block N Lucille Ln.
 1000 Block Brown Ave.
 900 Block Dewing Ave.
 1100 Block Nogales St.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Oliver Ct.
 3800 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3600 Block Brook St.
 3600 Block Walnut St.
Petty Theft From Building
 400 Block Read Dr.
Public Nuisance
 1300 Block Summit Rd.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 900 Block Dewing Ave.
 1000 Block 2nd St.
 3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.
 1000 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.
 3500 Block Golden Gate Wy
 900 Block Hough Ave.
 4000 Block Marianne Dr.
 Topper Ln./St. Marys Rd.
 3300 Block Ridge Rd.
 900 Block Moon Ct.
 3500 Block Moraga Blvd.
Reckless Driving
 Acalanes Rd./Eb Sr 24
 Pleasant Hill Rd./Rancho View Dr.
 Pleasant Hill Rd./Reliez Station Rd.
 Silverado Dr./Burton Dr.
 Moraga Rd./Madrone Dr.
 3500 Block Brook St.
 Happy Valley Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Reliez Valley Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
 1st St/Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Pleasant Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
 Pleasant Hill Rd./Olympic Blvd.
 3200 Block Stanley Blvd.
 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Residential Burglary
 3200 Block Beechwood Dr.
 1000 Block Via Roble
 600 Block Lucas Dr.
 1100 Block Monticello Rd.
Robbery
 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Golden Gate Way
Shoplift
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (5)
Threats
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3300 Block Mildred Ln.
Trespass
 3400 Block Black Hawk Rd.
 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 30 Block Lafayette Cr.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism
 3400 Block Sky Ln.
 600 Block Glenside Dr.
 Reliez Valley Rd. at Withers
 3400 Block School St.
Vehicle Theft
 3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct.
Verbal Dispute
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 1200 Block Bacon Way

A focus on Lafayette life
By Pippa Fisher

For all aspiring Lafayette pho-
tographers, there is an exciting 

opportunity coming soon. The city 
of Lafayette is running a “Day in 
the Life” photo contest, sponsored 
by the city’s Art Commission.
 Photos must be taken in Lafay-
ette on March 20, the spring equi-
nox and is open to those living or 

working in Lafayette. This is the 
third in a series of contests. The 
fi rst and second contests took place 
on the winter and summer solstice 
respectively. Plans are underway 
for the fourth contest to take place 
on Lafayette’s 50th birthday in the 
summer of 2018.
 ... continued on page A9

Sidewalk maintenance falls to Lafayette residents 
By Pippa Fisher

To what extent, if any, are prop-
erty owners responsible for re-

pairs to the sidewalk, defi ned as the 
area between the property line and 
the street line, whether or not it has 
a sidewalk or parking strip, gutter 
or curb?
 That was the sticky issue the 
Lafayette City Council dealt with 
Feb. 27, with the subject continu-
ing from the previous city meeting. 
City staff offered several options 
for proceeding with the issue of 
frontage maintenance.
 Currently sidewalks are the 
owner’s responsibility per Section 
8-123 of the Lafayette Municipal 
Code, established in 1996.

 The council heard from Matt 
Luttropp, senior engineer for La-
fayette. He presented fi ve options, 
ranging from option 1, continu-
ing the policy “as is” to option 5, 
totally eliminating Section 8-123, 
whereby the city would pay all 
costs. 
 In between those extremes he 
outlined option 2, which, he ex-
plained, would be to amend the 
code to require property owners to 
maintain their frontage improve-
ments only when a sidewalk ex-
ists, as is the case in Orinda. Since 
Lafayette has few sidewalks this 
would be estimated to require an 
additional $188,000. Also it would 
impact the Public Works Depart-
ment to the tune of an estimated 
$30,000 annually.
 Option 3 would be similar to 
the previous option obliging the 
homeowner to pay for repairs but 
only in cases where a hazard caused 
by the owner is evident, such as is 
the practice in Moraga and Pleasant 
Hill. This option raises potential 
questions about the burden of proof 
of the reason for damage.
 Option 4 would amend the 
LMC to refl ect a sharing of the 
costs between city and owner. This 
potentially raises the perception of 
inequity.
 As at the previous city meet-
ing, several residents made their 
dissatisfaction with city’s policy 
clear. Addressing the staff’s con-
cerns that residents would de-
mand refunds for past work they 
had to pay for should the code 
now be amended, Lafayette resi-
dent John Sallay gave the exam-
ple of paying a fi ne for speeding 
and suggested that the offender 
could not be asking for a refund 
of his speeding fi ne if the speed 
limit law were subsequently 
changed. Additionally, he repeat-
ed his accusation that the city is 
“double taxing.” While many cit-

ies do have similar policies to La-
fayette’s, he said, not all do and 
there is no need for this council to 
follow like sheep.
 Karl Schaarschmidt, a retired 
civil engineer and local resident, 
made the practical point that the 
curb and gutter is part of the road-
way and should be built together 
as one unit to ensure even wear 
and integrity.
 Council members Ivor Samson 
and Mark Mitchell were both in 
favor of option 3. Both acknowl-
edged a need to look at an appeal 
process and how to compensate 
previous residents who have paid.
 However, Vice Mayor Don 
Tatzin made the point that these 
rules refl ect what residents wanted 
back in 1996 when bonds were 
passed and an effective plan for 
road reconstruction was put in 
place.

 Council member Cam Burks 
echoed the sentiment that in the 
interest of equity it is unfair to 
change rules now since by 2019 
all failed roads in Lafayette will 
have been addressed. He voiced 
concerns over taking the city to an-
other level of bureaucracy regard-
ing appeals that would accompany 
option 3 and felt it was fair to leave 
it as it is to avoid fi scal burden on 
the city.
 Mayor Mike Anderson said 
that he would recommend “staying 
the course” and consider amend-
ing the code later if necessary.
 In the end the staff recommen-
dation to continue current policy 
was carried by three votes from 
Anderson, Tatzin and Burks to two 
against from Samson and Mitch-
ell, with a recommendation to look 
at the matter again after road con-
struction is complete in 2019.

A curbside in Lafayette, which owners must maintain.            Photo P. Fisher  
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SOLD | 3 Buena Vista, Orinda
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom | 1342± sq. ft.

Repersented Buyer & Seller | Offered at $725,000

Dick and Robin Holt, Lafayette Citizens of the Year. Photo Pippa Fisher

Music series embraces 
the Summer of  Love
By Pippa Fisher

As the song goes “Money can’t 
buy me love” and it won’t 

have to this summer in Lafayette, 
where the free Rock the Plaza se-
ries of concerts will be featuring 
very special tributes to the Summer 
of Love.
 This summer sees the 50th an-
niversary of the Summer of Love 
and while San Francisco’s Park 
and Recreation Department has de-
nied a permit for a free concert in 
Golden Gate Park – a decision that 
will doubtless be appealed – the 
Lafayette City Council approved 
the “Summer of Love Lafayette” 
concert series Feb. 13 by a unani-
mous vote.
 Many people are making ar-
rangements to come to the Bay 
Area to celebrate the June 4 an-
niversary. Lafayette hopes to wel-
come many of those to the four-
concert, Rock the Plaza series this 
year, which takes place on the fi rst 
four Friday evenings in June, given 
the convenience of BART and its 
proximity to San Francisco.
 And what an experience it 
is turning into. Executive Direc-
tor of the Lafayette Chamber of 
Commerce and longtime “Dead-
Head,” Jay Lifson says, “We are 
transforming Lafayette Plaza Park 
to take you all back to 1967. Each 

concert will include a local artist al-
ley (aka: Shakedown Street) where 
visitors can shop before and during 
the concert, a two-hour set from the 
bands, and a hootenanny after each 
show around the campfi re with 
special guest musicians including 
Lafayette’s own Stevie Coyle (The 
Waybacks).”
 Lafayette’s Rock the Plaza se-
ries, now in its 12th season, takes 
place Friday nights in June at La-
fayette’s Plaza Park at the corner of 
Mt. Diablo Boulevard and Moraga 
Road. This summer the special 
Summer of Love artist alley will 
open at 5:30 p.m., and the bands 
play from 6:30– 8:30 p.m. followed 
by the hootenanny.
 The lineup this year includes 
cover bands that feature the music 
of Jefferson Airplane, The Grateful 
Dead, Neil Young and many of the 
sounds from 1967 – a time when 
free spirit, peace, love and compas-
sion became the principles young 
people embraced and music was at 
the heart of the hippie movement.
 Although these are “tie-dye 
optional” events, bell-bottoms and 
hippie attire is encouraged.
 As Lifson says, “Peace, love 
and Bobby Sherman! If you re-
member the 60s, you probably 
were not there…”

Dynamic Husband and 
Wife Team Earn Citizens 
of  the Year in Lafayette
By Pippa Fisher

This year Lafayette is going 
with the ultimate volunteering 

partnership in its selection for Citi-
zens of the Year as it recognizes the 
long list of volunteer works done 
by husband and wife team, Dick 
and Robin Holt.
 The couple fi rst moved into 
Lafayette in 1975 with three 
small children while Dick Holt 
was stationed with the Navy in 
Alameda. They were attracted to 
Lafayette by the good schools 
and, says Robin Holt, in part be-

cause the area reminded them of 
Carmel, where they came from, 
especially given all the oppor-
tunities for outdoor activity and 
music.
 Robin became involved with 
the PTA at Vallecito Elementary 
School almost immediately through 
friends while her husband was still 
on active duty. She was PTA Presi-
dent at Happy Valley Elementary 
School after the two elementary 
schools merged in 1983. 
 ... continued on page A9

Jay Lifson gets into the spirit of things. Photo Pippa Fisher

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.comCalBRE#: 01408025

CalBRE#: 01367466

Silver Dell Gem!
16 Fallen Leaf Court, Lafayette

Rare Downtown Jewel!
14 Moss Lane, Lafayette

Situated on a fabulous cul-de-sac in the sought-after Silver Dell pocket of Lafayette sits this wonderful
4BD/2.5BA updated rancher. With 2,581+/- sq.ft., this single-story home enjoys an open floorplan
and great living spaces including formal living and dining rooms, lovely kitchen that opens to a
great room overlooking the yard, great master suite and a separate laundry room. Enjoy the
fantastic flat .55+/- ac. yard with pool, play and entertaining areas. 

Ideally situated just minutes from downtown Lafayette,
BART & freeway access sits this rare opportunity to
own a charming turn-key 2BD /2BA home in Deerhill
Park. This 1,442+/- sq.ft. home is tucked back at the
end of Moss Lane offering both privacy & convenience
as well as a wonderful open floor plan, vaulted
ceilings, hardwood floors, large bedrooms and a
lovely private patio & garden area.

16FallenLeafCourt.com Offered at $1,775,000

14MossLane.com Offered at $799,000

JUST SOLD 

WITH MULTIP
LE OFFERS
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Accident
Feb 17 Vehicle vs. pedestrian 
at Moraga Rd. and Lucas Dr. 
Pedestrian taken to the hospital.

Alarm calls 4

Bench Warrant
Feb 12 Cleared by arrest

Domestic Dispute
Feb 9 Husband/wife spat. No 
visible injuries. Medical treatment 
declined. The couple agreed to 
split until they calmed down. 
Feb 9 Woman had a minor fi nger 
cut. Hubby was nearby. Woman 
couldn’t explain what happened.  
She left in a taxi (or a huff). 
Feb 13 Mother upset arguing 
with 18-year-old son. He left; no 
one hurt. 
Feb 16 Two adults drinking 
alcohol argued loudly. Police had 
them agree to quiet down. 
Feb 18 Subject shut off power to 
house; powerless to escape police.  

DUI
Feb 12 Cleared by arrest 

Firearms surrendered to PD:
Feb 8 air rifl e
Feb 13 disabled BB rifl e 
 
Found Property 
Feb 11 Police stuck with a blood 
glucose meter. 
Feb 11 uNwashed iTems (iPhone 
and Kindle) found at local 
laundromat held at police station 
until the owner E-trieved them next 
day.
Feb 12 Suspicious. Black HP 
computer inside a white plastic bag
Feb 15 Small amount of 
marijuana. Sssssssmokin!
Feb 18 Commercial grade leaf 
blower St. Mary’s at Moraga Rd. 
Feb 19 wallet

ID Theft:
Feb 15 Attempt to open credit 
card account
Feb 18 Tax prep false fi ling foiled. 

Larceny:
Feb 10 Three bikes (value $400) 
from a Moraga carport. No one 
spoke up.  
Feb 10 Male stole mail; fl ed in 
pickup after pickup. Reporting 
person must be PO’d.
Feb 14 Stolen vehicle
Feb 15 Lost or stolen license plates
Feb 14 wallet from vehicle 

Missing person
Feb 13 Adult male driver, 96, 
reported missing. Seems he took 
a wrong turn — into Fremont. A 
request for DMV re-testing seems 
prudent.

Muni Code 
Feb 17 Loud and large (100) 
apartment complex party; legions 
of adult beverages. Party was a no-
go, said MPD, and probably also a 
Bev-no-more.
Feb 18 35 guests asked to leave.

Outside Assist 
Feb 20 Ends in felony battery 
arrest. 

Possession 
Feb 17  Not just horsing around; 
police found 10 grams of meth and 
drug paraphernalia in a Valley Vista 
Staging car. Driver was corralled to 
the hoosegow.

Suspicious Circumstances:
Feb 11 An open garage door led 
police to investigate the garage, 
vehicle and residence. They 
determined no burglary; perhaps 
just a mess?
Feb 13 A self-serving customer 
left the store with unpaid goods 
and fl ed in a light colored sedan. 

Threats
Feb 7 Police investigated a 
harassing phone call reported 
at Moraga Library. Seems the 
caller (no Dewey-eyed perp) may 
be checking out other libraries. 
Will he pay a fi ne? Who knows; 
sometimes truth is stranger than 
fi ction.

Moraga
Public Meetings
City Council 
Wednesday, March 8, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 22, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 20, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, March 14, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Library
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Moraga 
Police 
Report
Feb. 8 to 20, 2017

Budget, road maintenance lead town goals for 2017 
By Sophie Braccini

It took surprisingly little time for  
the Moraga Town Council to 

agree on its 2017 goals, once the 
topic of gun violence prevention 
had been taken out of the picture 
(see article page A5). 
 Town Manager Robert Priebe 
and his staff had prepared a sum-
mary of the discussion that start-
ed in January. At the time Mayor 
Theresa Onoda had proposed only 
four goals, then ongoing projects 
had been added, followed by a list 
of other goals that other council 
members were pushing. 
 Some unusual ideas for Mora-
ga were proposed beyond the usu-
al balanced budget, road and drain 
maintenance, and protection of the 
open space. The mayor wanted to 

put a priority on economic devel-
opment, asking that the town work 
with the Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce to improve the permitting 
process for local businesses. That 
goal was unanimously approved, 
but the town manager warned that 
the likelihood of completion of 
this goal in 2017 was low.
 Onoda had also listed as one 
of her goals the completion of 
successful bargaining agreements 
with all employees. Council mem-
bers did approve that goal, but 
the town manager was not that 
optimistic about the potential for 
a positive outcome. He indicated 
that the town can only offer so 
much, and that it might not be 
enough to retain all valued em-

ployees, a recurrent problem for 
a small town with a reputation for 
frugality.
 Town staff members also stat-
ed their skepticism over the com-
pletion in 2017 of some of other 
goals. The continuation of the ef-
forts to establish a private/public 
partnership to develop the Haci-
enda de las Flores was in that cate-
gory, along with the completion of 
the design of new roundabouts on 
St. Mary’s Road and the efforts to 
support the Rheem Theater. Coun-
cil member David Trotter chal-
lenged this latter assumption and 
asked for a medium probability for 
successfully supporting the local 
icon.
 On the other hand, town staff 

said they are feeling confi dent 
that the hillsides and ridgelines 
updated rules and the implementa-
tion process of the Moraga Center 
Specifi c Plan will be completed in 
2017.
 Fifteen goals were approved 
and four new goals were put on 
hold. Among these was a request 
by council member Kymberleigh 
Korpus, supported by Janette Frit-
zky, that metrics be introduced in 
the goal planning process to mea-
sure progress and success. Council 
member Trotter said that public 
policy could not be measured the 
same way business is, that pro-
cesses such as amending planning 
rules are driven by their value, not 
by numbers.

Moraga Country Club faces unusual public turmoil
By Sophie Braccini

Three seats are up for renewal on the Moraga 
Country Club’s board of directors, a mat-

ter that is usually not heard of outside of the 
club. But recent turmoil has created a climate 
of unrest for some homeowners and recreation 
members alike and the confusion has uncharac-
teristically crossed from the private to the public 
domain. 
 MCC homes represent about a tenth of all 
homes in Moraga, and adding in all the sports 
members, MCC impacts close to a fourth of the 
residents of the town, including youth involved 
in the popular swim and tennis activities.
 The matters of what happened between 
swim team coaches who were let go, the director 
of aquatics, and volunteer parents managing the 
program weave a complex web of rancor, disap-
pointment and misunderstanding that seems to 
have escalated over several months. 
 ... continued on next page

JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS
4400 EL NIDO RANCH ROAD, ORINDA

FIRST OPEN   |   4400ElNidoRanchRoad.com   |   OFFERED AT $1,595,000

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ... EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ... JIM COLHOUN

925.200.2795           BRE# 01029160 jim@apr.com       jimcolhoun.com

Classic 3BR, 2.5BA contemporary home with separate 1BR, 1BA au pair apartment on 
private court. Magical wooded setting on 0.8 acre lot with spacious front lawn, mature 
landscaping and expansive decks. Excellent commute location. Top-rated Orinda schools. 

Open House 
Sunday, 

March 12 1-4pm

A landslide blocking access to the trail  Photo A. Scheck

Share your thoughts, 
insights and opinions 
with your community.  

Send a letter to 
the editor: 
letters@

lamorindaweekly.com
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Moraga to study gun 
violence prevention
By Sophie Braccini

In the words of Moraga Mayor 
Teresa Onoda, the town chamber 

had never been so full and the list 
of people wanting to speak so long 
as on the evening of Feb. 8, when 
residents came to discuss the possi-
bility for Moraga to adopt preven-
tion of gun violence ordinances. 
 It was a passionate and emo-
tionally charged debate, always 
courteous, with a majority of Mor-
aga residents wanting to enforce lo-
cal rules on zoning for gun outlets 
and mandatory locking mechanism. 
A majority of the council members 
decided that the topics should be 
studied, but it was not added to the 
long list of goals for 2017.
 Over a dozen residents spoke 
for adding gun violence preven-
tion rules to the Moraga code and 
many more supported the topic in 
the room. 
 Allison Anderman, the Moraga 
mom and attorney with the Law 
Center to Prevent Gun Violence has 
been at the onset of this campaign 
and said supporters in Moraga were 
in the range of 200. 
 The arguments of these resi-
dents focused mostly on the need to 
have rules to safely store and lock 
guns in homes to prevent accidents 
with children. Most were parents 
of school-age children recounting 
incidents in the community and 
expressing the fear it could happen 
again here, as it did 25 years ago, 
when a teen was accidentally killed 

by a classmate. 
 In its prepared list of goals staff 
had listed the topic of gun ordi-
nances as potentially very costly. 
A local resident, in a very dramatic 
plea, argued that if the ordinance 
would save just one life, the effect 
would be immeasurable.
 The group also advocated for 
a zoning ordinance similar to the 
one in place in Lafayette that does 
not permit guns trade in residential 
neighborhoods and near schools.
 Four people, some from Mora-
ga, spoke against adding more local 
rules when state laws already have 
provisions for gun safety, and deal-
ers always provide a lock with a 
new gun. They recommended trust-
ing the police offi cers in town. 
 A month ago when this topic 
was fi rst discussed, Moraga Police 
Chief John King had taken a simi-
lar line, explaining that his profes-
sional opinion was that more edu-
cation would more effective than 
rules that would be diffi cult to en-
force.
 Council member Kymberleigh 
Korpus was the only person on the 
dais to state an opposition to look-
ing into the violence prevention 
ordinance. She indicated that staff 
time and town resources would be 
better spent elsewhere. The other 
four council members agreed to 
bring back the topic for an indepth 
study session, including legal as-
pects, at a later time.

Moraga Country Club
... continued from page A4

Home care can keep older adults in their homes. 9 out of 10 of seniors 
prefer to age in their own homes. Hiring a caregiver provides the extra support
an older adult may need to stay where they most prefer: at home.

Home care helps seniors stay independent longer. A caregiver provides 
support with activities of daily living, while encouraging mental and physical
stimulation and overall wellness. They also promote safety in the home by 
preventing falls or other accidents.

Home care is personalized to each family. Our care plans at Home Care 
Assistance are tailored specifically to each client’s unique needs and preferences.
Caregivers are expertly matched and managed by our client care team. 
Caregivers are available for a few hours every day or around-the-clock.

Home care supports advanced care needs. Our caregivers are experienced and
trained to support older adults who are transitioning home from the hospital,
recovering from a stroke or a major medical procedure, or managing chronic
conditions such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s or diabetes.

Contact a Client Care Manager today to schedule your free 
in-home consultation!

Let’s Talk About Home Care.
Let’s talk about how high quality, personalized in-home care 

can help you or a loved one.

925-233-6166
HomeCareAssistance.com/Alamo

190-G Alamo Plaza
Alamo, CA 94507

Th e Heritage Pointe has not moved….we 
just changed our ‘Pointe’ of View!

925-943-7427
1785 Shuey Avenue • Walnut Creek, CA 94596

www.theheritagedowntown.com
 Find us on    

Located  walking distance to the best of Walnut Creek!
Shopping, Restaurants, the Arts, Cinema and Events

Offering latest in Technology, Fitness and Care
All Inclusive Amenities/Social Events/Transportation

Mouth Watering Dining in Newton’s on-site Restaurant
Never toured The Heritage Downtown??

Come…Tour…Dine..Reserve your new home…We have your keys!

The Heritage Downtown
A Senior Resort Rental Community

Lock your rent in til 2019…
1,2 and 3 bdrm Luxury Apartments!

MORA GA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Summer Camp Early Sign-up
Discount ONLINE ONLY 3/18

11:00 am to 2:00 pm

Now Leslie Mortimer, the 
board’s president, says that all 
is under control and she’d rather 
not share specifi cs with the pub-
lic. She said the swim team com-
mittee is working very hard to 
have a successful season, hiring 
coaches, and moving forward.
 Turmoil also affected the ten-
nis team, with the departure of a 
popular coach, with  all parties 
involved blaming each other. 
The matter of the landslide that 
has forced two club’s families 
out of their homes may also have 
contributed to a perception of 
opacity coming from the board. 
Mortimer, explains that the club 
is tangled in a lawsuit over the 
landslide responsibility and that 
open communication is therefore 
impossible, as recommended by 
the club’s legal counsel.
 An example of the diffi culty 

in sorting out the situation is ex-
emplifi ed by what is happening 
with the club members whose 
homes have been red-tagged, 
but still fi nd themselves having 
to pay Home Owner Association 
dues. The board declined to sus-
pend their obligation to pay their 
dues, but on the other hand the 
general manager says that a Go-
Fund-Me account was started to 
support these families. 
 Mortimer insisted that the is-
sues affecting the club were pri-
vate and should not be reported 
publicly. She added that in her 
opinion a few disgruntled people 
were using social media to spread 
inaccuracies. Her three-year term 
on the board will end next year.
 The ballots for the election 
have already been given to vot-
ers and have to be returned to the 
MCC before March 20.

Our Orinda offi  ce is uniquely posi� oned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area; 
a central hub for our 30 Be� er Homes and Gardens offi  ces.

Meet our Featured Agents ...

89 Davis Road Ste. 100
Orinda  

925.254.0440
www.bhghome.com/Orinda

319 Pheasant Run Drive, Blackhawk 499 Estudillo Ave. #304, San Leandro 1065 Seascape Circle, Rodeo Desirable Walnut Creek Area

5 BR, 2 offi  ces, bonus room and 7 baths. Design-
er ligh� ng, 9-zone audio system, media room, 
2nd dining area, pebble pool & greenhouse and 
more. Off ered at $2,750,000 by Larry Jacobs, 
925.788.9362, and Kress Hauri, 925.899.5739

What a great loca� on for this top fl oor condominium 
with views!  This unit has 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
and a laundry nook.  Other features include a wet 
bar, balcony, security and elevator.      Off ered 
at $390,000 by Regina Englehart, 925.876.9076

This 3-bedroom/2-bath home is in a nice, established 
neighborhood with easy access to Hwy 80 and Rte 4.  
Private yard and pa� o. Upgraded kitchen with granite 
counters and stainless appliances, dual-pane windows 
and a fi replace for cozy living.  
Off ered at $450,000 by Tania DeGroot, 510.367.1422

Beau� ful four-bedroom family home in the 
Parkmead area! Lovely yard on half an acre with 
pool, raised vegetable garden and play area. 
Huge grassy front yard as well. If you’re ready for 
a forever home, this is it!  For more informa� on, 
contact Dana Fillinger at 925.588.6409

CalBRE#01465617/#01495118 CalBRE#01308462 CalBRE#01094898 CalBRE#01731662

ACTIVE
NEW LISTING

PENDING 5 Off ers

COMING SOON

Janine Hunt 
510.409.6266

CalBRE#01909766

Lisa Shaff er 
925.528.9278  

CalBRE#00996886

Kress Hauri/Larry Jacobs
925.899.5739/925.788.1362 

CalBRE#01465617/#01495118

Julie Georgiou 
925.200.8246

CalBRE#01043977 

Tania DeGroot
510.367.1422

CalBRE # 01094898

Dana Fillinger 
925.588.6409

CalBRE#01731662

Regina Englehart, 
Broker-Manager 

925.876.9076
CalBRE# 01308462

RELIANCE PARTNERS

YOUR REAL ESTATE GUIDE
TOP LAMORINDA BROKER

ALEX GAILAS
925-254-7600

Alex@AGRealty1.com

www.Alexgailas.com

Making you feel confi dent with your 
Real Estate transactions since 2000!

45 Moraga Way, Ste 203, Orinda
CalBRE#01305545
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Feb 12 to 25, 2017
Alarms 63
Noise complaints  3 
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)   7 
Traffi c stops 72
Suspicious Circumstances   14 
Suspicious Subjects   12
Suspicious Vehicles   23
Battery
 10 block Orinda Way
Burglary
 3900 block Happy Valley Rd.
Burglary, Auto
 Orinda Theater 
 10 Block Ardilla Rd. 
Burglary, Residential
 10 block Modoc Rd. 
Civil
 10 block Fern Way  
 Spring/Brookwood Rds. 
Death, non-criminal
 200 Block Hall Dr. 
Dependent adult abuse
  Orinda Convalescent 
Disturbance
 20 Block El Toyonal
Dispute
 Orinda Convalescent   
 10 Block Camino Encinas
 30 Block Claremont Ave.
 100 Block Crest View Dr .
 10 Block Cascade Ln.
Hit & Run
 Theatre Square 
 500 Block Tahos Rd. 
Illegal entry
 90 Block Sandhill Rd. 
Ordinance violation
 100 Block La Espiral
Police/Fire/ EMS
 80 Block Orinda Way
 400 Block El Toyonal
 Santa Maria/Orinda Ways
 Moraga Way/Camino Encinas
 30 Block Berkeley Ave. 
Public Nuisance
 80 Block Underhill Rd.
 100 Block Sleepy Hollow Ln.
 500 Block Tahos Rd.
 Moraga Way/Sanborn Rd.
 10 Block Northwood Ct. 
Reckless Driving
 Rheem/Glorietta Blvds.   
 70 Block Donald Dr.
 Camino Pablo/Hwy 24
 Lombardy/Irving Lanes
 Camino Pablo/BART
 Camino Sobrante/Miner Rd.
Theft, Petty
 60 Block Mira Loma 
       (from vehicle) 
Theft, Grand
 60 Block Cork Tree Ln. 
Warrant Service/Arrest/Advise 
  Camino Pablo/Bear Creek Rd. 
 90 Block Scenic Dr.
 BART

Orinda
Public Meetings
City Council 
TBA
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 14, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, March 8, 2017, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
City Hall, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda

School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, March 13, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

Smooth transition as Keeter retires, Steve Salomon takes over
By Sora O’Doherty

Tears and tissues, proclamations and praise 
were in evidence as longtime Orinda City 

Manager Janet Keeter retired. 
 Feted at a reception at The Quarry House 
at Wilder on Feb. 16, Keeter heard kind words 
about her 12 years as city manager from many, 
including former mayor, now State Sen. Steve 
Glazer, who spoke of Keeter’s dedication to staff 
and her incredible skill to treat everyone with 
even-handed neutrality. Glazer presented Keeter 

with a proclamation on behalf of the California 
Senate and the Assembly (Assembly Member 
Catharine Baker was unable to attend) as a token 
of the many great memories that Keeter leaves 
behind her. “You’ll always be a part of the Orinda 
family,” Glazer avowed, adding, “I’m proposing 
that we name a sinkhole after you!”
 At the city council meeting on Feb. 21, the 
council also sang Keeter’s praises and presented 
her with yellow roses and a proclamation of its  

own. In it the council recognized Keeter’s ma-
jor contributions to Orinda, including the new 
city hall, the new public works maintenance 
building, the Wilder Quarry House, new play-
ing fi elds at Wilder and Pine Grove, and the se-
nior affordable apartments at Monteverde. They 
lauded her professionalism and knowledge, her 
communication skills, her dedication and her 
positive attitude. They admitted that they will 
miss living vicariously through Keeter’s tales 
of helicopter skiing, Tough Mudder contests, 
mountain biking and skiing the toughest slopes. 
 Keeter had actually postponed her retire-
ment somewhat to allow for the smooth transi-
tion to Interim City Manager Steve Salomon. 
He was hired last December, before the sinkhole 
became the predominant issue in Orinda. How-
ever Salomon said that Keeter made sure he was 
up to date by sending him pictures and emails 
before he started, and then staying on to overlap 
with him by a few days to make sure he was 
comfortable.
 But the situation doesn’t phase Salomon, a 
retired city manager and experienced interim 
city manager, who says, “When you’ve been at 
this as long as I have, you’ve faced lots of things 
that are big challenges.” He did add that this one 
is diffi cult because there are lots of regulatory 
agencies involved with creeks, added to a sec-
ond set of agencies involved in potential reim-
bursement. 
 The city has contracted with Peckham & 
Associates in Sacramento, to recruit a perma-
nent city manager. Salomon assumes he’ll be in 
Orinda until July or August. He lives in Brent-
wood, which is not such a long commute, but 
puts him into commuter traffi c. He tries to avoid 
it by adjusting his hours. 
 Where will he go next? Just maybe, he says, 
he’ll really retire.

Dinner, Dvorak and decorated eggs
Orinda’s Year of  the Czechs continues with flair 
By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda/Tabor Sister City Foundation 
will hold their second Dinner & Night at 

the Opera at 5 p.m. at the Orinda Community 
Center on Sunday, March 12.
 The choice of “Rusulka” was made several 
months before it was announced  as the New 
York Metropolitan Opera’s current hit produc-
tion. For $50 participants can have a dinner of 
Czech food and enjoy a fi lm of the opera by 
Antonin Dvorak. The story is set in a fairytale 
world of a water nymph, prince, water goblin, 
foreign princess and witch. The dinner and op-
era evening is the March offering celebrating 
the Year of the  Czechs in Orinda, and is part 
of O/TSCF’s continuing  dedication to Citizen 
Diplomacy as expressed by Sister  Cities Inter-
national. 
 O/TSCF raises funds to fi nance bringing a 

student to Miramonte High School for the fall 
term. The student is selected by a lengthy com-
petition held in Tabor high schools. 
 The 2017-18 student has just been chosen. 
He is Marek Vybiral, and O/TSCF is in search of 
a host family for him. If you have an extra bed in 
the fall, hosting a visiting Czech student is said 
to be a wonderful experience. Hosts enjoy lots 
of support and testimonials from previous hosts. 
For more information, phone 925-254- 8260. 
 Additionally, as part of the continuing Year of 
the Czechs in Orinda, at 7 p.m. on March 23, in 
the Orinda community center, artist Lenka Glass-
ner will present a lecture on the folk art of egg 
decorating. Hollowed out eggs are decorated with 
designs etched through paint. Glassner learned 
the traditional art as a child in the Moravian re-
gion of the Czech Republic from her mother.

Orinda Vice Mayor Amy Worth, Mayor Eve Phillips and city council members Dean Orr and Inga 

Miller say goodbye to Janet Keeter, holding the bouquet.                                Photo Sora O’Doherty

Eggs decorated by artist Lenka Glassner.   

Photo provided

Sinkhole update: Orinda struggles to find best solution
By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda is now considering a temporary 
bridge to fi x the Miner Road sinkhole 

problem. 
 According to Public Works Director Larry 
Theis, the creek that was the subject of the cul-
vert failure is on private property, and the city 
cannot perform repairs without an emergency 
right-of-entry from the property owners, Dar-
ryl and Jana Rains. Even if the city were to 
consider a legal process of condemnation and 
eminent domain, it would take up to a year. 
Therefore, the city is working with the prop-
erty owners to reach a mutually acceptable so-
lution. 
 The city fi rst proposed an elliptical cor-
rugated metal pipe, then a larger, rectangular 
concrete culvert, but the property owner has 

expressed, at public meetings, his belief that 
only a bridge will provide suffi cient protec-
tion against fl ooding. He is now examining 
further hydraulic studies and other information 
provided by the city. Rains has obtained legal 
representation and an engineering fi rm to con-
duct a peer review of the city’s supplemental 
hydraulic analysis. City staff is actively work-
ing with the property owner to resolve the con-
cerns soon. Orinda Country Club has provided 
an emergency right of entry to the city.
 The city council also heard complaints 
from residents of Miner Road and the sur-
rounding area of a spike in crime in the affected 
region. Speaking at the public hearing on Feb. 
21, Gary Curtis told of increased burglaries, in-
cluding a home invasion where the residents’ 

children were held at gunpoint. Those residents 
will not be returning to their home, he said. The 
reasons for the increased crime seems to be that 
the road is now dark and untraveled, and thus 
has become a target for criminals. Police Chief 
Mark Nagel, contacted after the meeting, said 
that he has asked offi cers to go through the de-
tour routes at least once each 12-hour shift. Na-
gel expressed relief that the teenaged children 
involved in the home invasion incident were 
unhurt.
 Theis provided a sinkhole status update to 
the city council at the meeting. He noted that 
Lauterwasser Creek is fl owing freely through 
the road embankment since the partial removal 
of the existing stone headwalls. 
 ... continued on page A11

Maureen Wilbur ©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Offi ce is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affi liated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are 
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Lamorinda is Sizzling HOT! 
Buyers want to Buy Now! 

If  you are planning on selling, call for your complete market analysis 
and get your home on the market Now and Sold!

Direct: (925) 389-6161   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com    
www.MaureenWilbur.com   CalBRE #01268536

PG&E completes first phase of  work on damaged transmission tower
By Sora O’Doherty

Temporary work was completed 
by PG&E on March 2 to make 

a high voltage transmission tower 
safe after it was compromised by 
a landslide, according to PG&E 
spokesperson Tamar Sarkisian. 
 The mudslide occurred in a re-

mote area of Orinda between the 
Bruns Amphitheater and Camino 
Pablo. PG&E used helicopters to 
move in equipment and materials to 
the remote location, where the util-
ity’s workers shored up the soil and 
supported the sagging transmis-

sion tower. It was also necessary to 
build a temporary road to get heavy 
equipment up the hill from Camino 
Pablo.  Transmission lines were re-
moved from the tower and moved 
to a series of poles installed away 
from the tower.  

 The tower was then partially 
dismantled, and will be replaced, 
but as yet there is no timeline for 
the permanent repair. The tower 
is now secure and the area is safe, 
said Sarkisian, who emphasized 
that safety is PG&E’s fi rst priority.

 Cranes had been placed on 
Highway 24 near the Bruns Am-
phitheater in case the mudslide 
progressed and made immediate 
removal of the tower necessary.  
Fortunately, that did not occur and 
the cranes have now been removed. 
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Integrity       Knowledge       Results

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Thinking of  selling your home?

CalBRE#01335916

The year is off  to a sizzling start and we are 
very short of  homes to sell.  

Call me for a complimentary marketing plan 
designed to net the maximum $$$ from your home!

Ask me about complimentary TV ads 
for your listing

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust

Coldwell Banker Orinda

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600   |   2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker
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25 RUSTIC WAY  | ORINDA
$4,250,000

6 BR | 5.5 BA | 8514 Sq. Ft.
Laura Abrams | CalBRE#01272382

94 SANDERS RANCH RD  | MORAGA
$2,550,000

5 BR | 3.5 BA | 4652 Sq. Ft.
Elena Hood | CalBRE#01221247

95 HAMPTON ROAD  | MARTINEZ
$1,675,000

4 BR | 2.5 BA | 2949 Sq. Ft.
 Abrams|Geoffrion | CalBRE#01272382|01878803

16 VALLEY VIEW LANE  | ORINDA
$2,785,000

5 BR | 3 BA | 4453 Sq. Ft.
Laura Abrams | CalBRE#01272382

2180 SKY VIEW COURT  | MORAGA
$2,199,000

6 BR | 4 BA | 4433 Sq. Ft.
Patti Camras | CalBRE#01156248

221 RHEEM BLVD.  | MORAGA
$1,599,000

4 BR | 3.5 BA | 3276 Sq. Ft.
Rick & Nancy Booth | CalBRE#01388020|01341390

5 OWL HILL CT  | ORINDA
$2,775,000

4 BR | 3.5 BA | 4095 Sq. Ft.
Lynn Molloy | CalBRE#01910108

369 READ DRIVE  | LAFAYETTE
$2,050,000

5 BR | 3 BA | 3578 Sq. Ft.
Susan Schlicher | CalBRE#01395579

1725 SAINT ANDREWS DR  | MORAGA
$1,100,000

3 BR | 3 BA | 1770 Sq. Ft.
Elena Hood | CalBRE#01221247

Orinda honors its stellar environmental and volunteer residents
By Nick Marnell

Several Orinda residents were 
presented environmental and 

volunteer awards sponsored by the 
Orinda Association at a ceremony 
held at the Orinda Country Club 
Feb. 26. When the offi cials hand-
ed out the awards, not a one was 
handed out to an incorrect winner 
— a coincidence since the event 

was held on the night of the Acad-
emy Awards.
 Brian Waters, a volunteer with 
the Friends of Orinda Creeks, 
won the William Penn Mott, Jr. 
Environmental Award for the res-
toration of rainbow trout to San 
Pablo Creek. said. “It takes a vil-
lage,” he said. “So many people 

have helped raise awareness of 
the creeks in our community.”
 Orinda Vice Mayor Amy 
Worth lauded Waters’ restoration 
of a natural habitat, which she said 
posed an exceptionally diffi cult 
challenge today.
 County Supervisor Candace 
Andersen praised the city for its 

focus on environmental issues. 
“They are not always recognized 
in our communities and they are 
so important to our quality of life,” 
she said.
 The Volunteer of the Year 
Award went to the Fix Orinda 
Roads grassroots organization. 
Residents joined together after 

the failure of two ballot measures 
and worked toward the passage of 
two new bond measures allocating 
$45 million to fi x the city roads. 
Spokesman Mark Roberts credited 
the group. which included Brad 
Barber of the Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District and former Mayor Sue 
Severson.
 “All of us are volunteers,” 
he said. “We are proof that Orin-
dans can pull together to accept 
the challenges that face our city 
and fi nd creative and constructive 
ways to overcome them.”
 Andersen said she was all for 
handling situations like these lo-
cally. “I’m not one to waste peo-
ple’s taxes, but I have the greatest 
respect for the people of Orinda 
who are willing to tax themselves 
to ensure they have safe roads,” 
she said. 
 “I’d love to see the state have 
similar progress and success,” 
said Assemblywoman Catharine 
Baker.
 Worth closed out the ceremony 
by high-fi ving city residents who 
she said come through in every 
time of need. “When you’re asked, 
you say yes,” she said.

Cindy Powell and Candace Andersen, left, and Catharine Baker and Amy Worth, right, fl ank volunteers of the Fix Orinda Roads committee.  Photo Nick Marnell

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

BMW ConcordMichael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com

Call Michael Heller 925-998-2150

FINALLY, THE REBELS
HAVE A CAUSE.
M240i Available in a coupe and a convertible.

Visit our booth at the Art & Wine
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The Lamorinda Weekly made 
an early commitment to cover 

the local fi re districts, and the paper 
boasts a fully dedicated fi re beat 
writer, the only newspaper in the 
Bay Area to do so. 
 “Emergency service is a very 
important aspect of our community, 
and I understand the role of our fi re 
departments,” said publisher Andy 
Scheck, whose father worked for 
the fi re service in Germany and 
who at 15 became a volunteer fi re-
fi ghter himself. 
 Our fi rst fi re article appeared 
on May 16, 2007. Cathy Tyson 
wrote about fi re safety and defen-
sible space, quoting Tonya Hoover, 
Moraga-Orinda Fire District fi re 
marshal, and Contra Costa County 
Fire Protection District fi re inspec-
tor Robert Davis. The fi rst printed 
words from a Lamorinda fi re offi -

cial read, “We believe we all share 
in the responsibility for our fi re 
safety,” and that challenge impart-
ed by Hoover rings as true today as 
10 years past.
 Andrea Firth , the original Orin-
da beat writer, pushed management 
to include more fi re reporting, and 
she wrote occasional articles over 
the fi rst two years, mostly about 
MOFD. The blockbuster story dur-
ing her tenure — and of the past 
10 years — was the Pete Nowicki 
pension spiking fallout. After the 
board miscalculated the fi re chief’s 
pension based on incorrect infor-
mation he submitted, the result cost 
the district millions of dollars and 
made MOFD the national poster 
child for public pension abuse. 
Firth explained the situation clearly 
and without hysterics.
 Regular fi re reporting took 

off after Lucy Amaral succeeded 
Firth in 2009. With regular report-
ing came more thorough district 
coverage, including topics like the 
botched purchase of an administra-
tion building on Moraga Way, the 
confrontation between MOFD and 
the Orinda Fire and Infrastructure 
Renewal citizens group and the res-
ignation of two directors after the 
board renewed the contract of Fire 
Chief Randall Bradley. 
 Amaral retired in 2012 and 
yours truly took over the fi re beat. 
Coverage increased from regular 
to consistent, with two to three 
articles per issue, including more 
ConFire reporting. Starting with 
the Dec. 17, 2014 issue, fi re moved 
from sporadic placement in various 
parts of the paper into its fi xed Sec-
tion A location, under the Fire Dis-
tricts heading, where fi re articles 
appear in every issue.  
 As our fi re reporting changed 
hands, both districts faced their 
darkest moments. The Great Reces-
sion hobbled both districts’ fi nanc-
es, with terms “structural defi cit” 
and “bankrupt” routinely written 
in our news articles. The districts 
either closed fi re stations or cut 
daily staffi ng. Both beleaguered 
fi re chiefs resigned and returned to 
their roots: MOFD’s Bradley to the 
Central Valley and ConFire’s Daryl 
Louder to Virginia.
 Thanks in part to an improved 
economy, new chiefs Stephen 
Healy of MOFD and Jeff Carman 
of ConFire led their districts into 
the black, and our reporting cov-
ered the subsequent turnaround of 
the rock-bottom morale that per-
vaded both districts. Carman made 
news when ConFire took over the 
available Contra Costa County am-

bulance trans-
port contract, 
making it the fi rst California fi re 
district to make such a leap.
 Our longest-running fi re story 
ignited when the city of Lafayette 
threatened to secede from ConFire 
because of the closure of its Fire 
Station 16, and a back-and-forth at-
tempt by both districts to construct 
a joint fi re station in western Lafay-
ette collapsed. Instead both chiefs 
pushed for the rebuild of fi re sta-
tions in Orinda and Lafayette.
 The uplifting tale of the MOFD 
fi refi ghters and Finley Brown, the 
6-year-old cancer patient who stole 
their hearts, made international 
news. Coverage of the fi refi ght-
ers’ driving Brown to the hospital 
in a fi re engine for her fi nal chemo 
treatment made sound bites and 
headlines in media outlets world-
wide. Brown continues to do well. 
 And just this year, we reported 
that MOFD elected its fi rst female 
board president, Kathleen Famule-
ner.
 On a personal note, this paper  
took a huge leap of faith in 2012 
when it hired me, an inexperienced 
fi re reporter who did not know the 
difference between a fi re engine 
and a fi re truck, let alone a quint. 
If it were not for the help of former 
MOFD director Dick Olsen, it is 
no exaggeration to say that I would 
have failed. Olsen spent hours over 
lunches, coffee and phone calls too 
numerous to mention, explaining 
details of the fi re service and the 
history of our fi re districts.
 Olsen deserves much of the 
credit for the success of this section 
of our paper. His legacy will extend 
throughout the future of Lamorinda 
Weekly fi re reporting.

Fire Districts
Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, March 15, 7 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting 
location, times and agendas.  Visit 
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, March 14, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Finley Brown, 6, and MOFD fi refi ghter-paramedic Lucas Lambert ride in a 

fi re engine on the way to her last round of chemo on Dec. 21, 2015. 

Courtesy AJ Brown

Ten years of  fire reporting in Lamorinda
By Nick Marnell

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
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• Stabilizing
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Just in: a new ConFire mobile command unit 
By Nick Marnell

Thanks to funding from a re-
gional Assistance to Firefi ght-

ers grant authored by Deputy Chief 
Lewis Broschard, the Contra Costa 
County Fire Protection District re-
cently purchased a $976,000 mo-

bile incident command unit from 
LDV in Burlington, Wisconsin, a 
manufacturer of custom apparatus 
for law enforcement, emergency 
service and homeland security pro-
fessionals.
 The 55,000-pound vehicle, the 
largest and newest of its kind in 
Contra Costa County, will allow 
incident commanders to develop 
their action plans inside a large 
vehicle capable of radio commu-
nication, satellite uplink and other 
advanced technology. 
 “Until now, our incident com-
manders have had to function from 
the backs of their pickups,” Fire 
Chief Jeff Carman told his advisory 

fi re commission Feb. 27. He noted 
an incident last fall in which chief 
offi cers managed a multi-alarm fi re 
using their iPads and cell phones 
through pouring rain. 
 According to Lon Goetsch, 
assistant chief of operations, the 
district will deploy the command 
vehicle in multi-alarm fi res, major 
rescue operations or in a specialized 
incident that could go on for a long 
time, such as a chemical spill. “It 
may be used during a catastrophe 
at a major public gathering, like the 
Lafayette Food and Wine Festival, 
or at a serious vegetation fi re,” he 
said.   In a major incident outside 
district boundaries, for example, in 

Moraga at Saint Mary’s College, 
ConFire will deploy the unit at the 
behest of Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict Chief Stephen Healy.
 Goetsch stressed that the com-
mand vehicle will be driven by 
trained, off-duty employees. “We 
will not compromise our on-duty 
fi refi ghters,” he said.
 The unit will be housed at Fire 
Station 84 in Pittsburg, one of the 
few district stations with a large 
enough apparatus bay to store a 
vehicle that size. The mobile com-
mand unit will likely be placed into 
service by mid-March.
 

Confi re’s new mobile incident command unit.                                                                                   Photo courtesy ConFire

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operate

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com

Cabinet Modifi cations & Repairs
Building cabinetry for over 25 years:
 • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
 • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
 • Cabinet water damage and repairs

925.827.1093 www.TheCabinetMd.com
Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

At Care Indeed,  
you have a voice 
because we listen.
We take the time to understand your  
needs, and offer solutions that address 
every aspect of your care... the kind of care 
that you want and makes you happy.

At Care Indeed, 
we listen because 

we care.

HCO#414700023

(925) 317-3080• (925) 402-4411 
www.careindeed.com
info@careindeed.com 

Serving the Greater Bay Area
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‘Women in Music’ Day made official 
By Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette City Coun-
cil enjoyed a short musical 

treat from Pam Freund-Striplen 
on Monday, Feb. 27 as she gave 
a brief preview from “Threads”, 
her upcoming concerts with the 
Gold Coast Chamber Players, 
which features female composers 
throughout history.
 Mayor Mike Anderson recog-
nized Striplen and the Gold Coast 
Players for all their efforts since 
they were formed back in 1999.
 Originally playing in pri-
vate homes the group gradually 
expanded to venues throughout 

Contra Costa County. The cham-
ber group feature internationally 
renowned musicians and draws 
many of its core members from 
the San Francisco Symphony, 
Opera and Ballet Orchestras. Cur-
rently they consider the Lafayette 
Library and Learning Center to be 
home.
 “Threads” is a vibrant program 
inspired by Susan Groag Bell, a 
historian in women’s studies and 
an advocate for gender equality. 
The council recognized the con-
cept behind “Threads” which they 
said would bring the issue of gen-

der equality onto the concert stage, 
presenting music by women who 
had to breakthrough societal preju-
dices of their appropriate roles to 
create music that has left a major 
imprint on their time in history.
 The council also recognized 
the Players for nearly two decades 
of educational outreach work with-
in the Lamorinda public schools.
 Awarding Striplen the procla-
mation, Anderson declared on be-
half of the Lafayette City Council, 
March 5, 2017 to be “Women in 
Music Day” in the city of Lafay-
ette.

Sherrie B. Perlstein

When Experience Counts and Results Matter

Realtor®
925.766.3030

Sherrie@OrindaHome.com
www.OrindaHome.com

License #: 00925213

175 Camino Don Miguel, Orinda  
Classic 3BD/2BA in the desirable 
Orinda Country Club area up a private 
drive with hardwood fl oors, kitchen/
family room, lawn and views with that 
special Old World Orinda character.

Off ered at $995,000

3352 Beechwood Drive, Lafayette
Charming 2BD/1BA on a cul de sac in 
the sought after Lafayette Trail area. 
Fabulous starter home or build the 
house of your dreams. Backs up to the 
trail and close to downtown Lafayette. 

Off ered at $899,000 | Coming Soon

111 Van Ripper Lane, Orinda
Newly renovated 4BD/2.5BA retreat 
on lower Van Ripper. Open fl oor plan, 
indoor/outdoor fl ow, resort like feel. 
Exquisite craftsmanship. Twelve years 
of top rated schools.

Call For Price | Coming Soon

The Spring Real Estate market is in full bloom.  For more information or a confi dential 
FREE Market Analysis and Opinion of Value of your home, call Sherrie at 925.766.3030.

Orinda Country Club Classic Lafayette Trail Napa Valley in Sleepy Hollow

Lafayette Mayor Mike Anderson and Pam Freund-Striplen. Photo Pippa Fisher

Lafayette

Citizens of  the Year in Lafayette
... continued from page A3
 They continued their involve-
ment with schools as their three 
children progressed from elemen-
tary through Stanley and Acalanes 
High School from 1976-1990.
 Additionally Robin, a keen gar-
dener, was president of the Happy 
Valley Garden Club. The work of 
this organization is responsible 
for several areas of beautifi cation 
around the community, especially 
the walkways and for donations to 
the community gardens.
 She and her husband have been 
very involved on the board of the 
Friends of the Lafayette Library 
and Learning Center with Robin 
serving a stint as president from 
2010 to 2012. Ellen Reintjes, cur-
rent president of the LL&LC, says 
of Robin that she was instrumental 
in establishing strong and posi-
tive working relationships among 
the several library partners in this 
unique physical and organizational 
structure. 
 “Following her presidency, 
Robin continued with the Friends 
Board and has taken on new re-
sponsibilities that facilitate cele-
brating our volunteers and assisting 
the Library Foundation with fun-
draising events. In all these roles, 
Robin has impressed me with her 
creativity, diplomacy, and positive 
attitude,” Reintjes said.
 Both Holts can still be spotted 
from time to time working as sub-
stitutes in the bookshop. Reintjes 

says “They are the kind of people 
who pitch in to make things hap-
pen and are often among the fi rst to 
respond to requests for volunteers 
for special Friends and Library 
events.” 
 In fact Robin says she is most 
proud of her contribution to the li-
brary, which she notes is an incred-
ible community resource.
 Dick Holt retired from the 
Navy in 1981, but, never one to 
sit around, he soon became busy, 
serving on the Lafayette Planning 
Commission for more than 26 
years, from 1983 to 2010. 
 He has served as president of 
the Lafayette Rotary and on the Las 
Trampas board as well as on the 
board of the Lafayette Community 
Foundation for six years.
 He still serves on the Envi-
ronmental Task Force. He was co-
chair of the Senior Symposium for 
three years and was, according to 
the current President of the LCF, 
Cheryl Noll, “ One of the pillars of 
the Senior Symposium.” 
 Noll says of the couple, “His 
wife, Robin, was with him every 
step of the way, volunteering along 
side of him at LCF events and func-
tions. LCF has missed Dick’s role 
as “the conscience of the commu-
nity” on its board of directors since 
he stepped off a year ago.” Noll 
continues, “Dick and Robin de-
serve this recognition!”
 For the last eight years he has 

volunteered as a driver for the Se-
nior Helpline and also works for 
Meals on Wheels.
 However, he says he is proud-
est of his work establishing the 
Concert at the Res 23 years ago, 
still supported today by the Rotary 
Club.
 Dick is a musician who plays 
guitar and appreciates Lafayette’s 
incredible music programs and lo-
cal talent. It was largely due to him 
through his work at the Rotary and 
in collaboration with the Commu-
nity Foundation that a permanent 
stage was erected at the Lafayette 
Reservoir three years ago.
 This dynamic duo, ever modest 
about their long list of volunteer-
ing in the community, was selected 
for the award from a fi eld of 15 
nominees this year. They will be 
celebrated at the Citizen of the Year 
dinner on Friday, March 24 at the 
Lafayette Hotel and Spa. Regis-
tration can be found online at the 
Chamber of Commerce website, 
www.lafayettechamber.org. 
 Dick Holt says that the qual-
ity of service in Lafayette is great. 
His wife continued, “We have met 
fabulous people.” She says that 
there is so much diversity of back-
grounds and service here in La-
fayette. Through volunteering, she 
says, “We have learned so much, 
had so much fun — so many joyful 
moments.”

Lafayette

Zooming in   ... continued from page A2

 Photos, which may be color or 
black and white and no larger than 
11x14 inches, must be submitted 
by April 17 and will be reviewed by 
the public art committee. All prints 
will be framed, curated and hung in 
the art gallery at the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center in June. 
A reception will be held at the city 
council meeting on June 12 with 
awards for outstanding entries.
 Public art committee member 
Erling Horn notes that this is a 
“wonderful community event with 
participation by adults and kids of 
almost all ages.” He says the recep-
tion at the gallery is a great mixer 

and also introduces the younger 
participant to a real gallery opening 
event with their work on display.
 Horn points out, “The opening 
is one of the few public meetings 
on city council nights where almost 
everyone has a big smile on their 
faces at least between 6 and 7 p.m.” 
He says it is the art of our citizens, 
sparkling cider and cookies that 
makes everyone happy.
 Further details are available 
on the Public Art page of the city 
website. For questions email JHan-
sen@ci.lafayette.ca.us or call 925-
299-3216.

PAVERS
Custom Paver Design

& the Highest Quality Installation

• Pool Decks • Driveways • Patios • Walkways • Retaining Walls • Synthetic Turf

FREE
DEMOLITION
& Removal

OF YOUR CONCRETE*

*Cannot be combined with other off ers. Only 
applies to the installed area with 400 sq.ft. minimum.

RISTORANTE

TAPAS • SEAFOOD

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. – Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.

Vino is not your typical restaurant.
Our food is made only with the freshest and finest
ingredients. We do not use any commercial sauces,
hydrogenated oils or trans-fats. What we serve you

is delicious, healthy food made with passion.
A few selections:
Beet Salad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins, goat cheese, herb vinaigrette....7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta cheese, 

balsamic olive oil ......................................................................9
Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans, chimichurri sauce........18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino:  in a rich tomato-basil sauce, parmesan, garlic toast..19
Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo ......................................................19
Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens, and potato gratin..17
Veal Scallopini: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine .........................................17
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Sewer
• Water Heater

Specialist
• 24/7 Service

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*Expires 3/31/17 Provided & installed by
LeapFrog Plumbing. 1 coupon per job.

CA Lic
929641

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

We Hop To It!

$50 OFF!
any plumbing job

($225 or over)*

$100 OFF!
Hot water recirculation

pump systems*

LeapFrog Plumbing
Save some WATER ‘n save some
GREEN this St. Paddy’s Day
with a re‐circulating hot‐
water pump. There’s one to
fit your needs (push‐button,
timer‐activated, full‐time & more). 
Tired of waiting for that hot water to
arrive? No more water down the
drain while you wait for hot water! Head Frog Mo Williams

Many original advertisers still find a 
home in Lamorinda Weekly
By Nick Marnell

Several advertisers have been 
with the Lamorinda Weekly 

since its inception in 2007, and 
those early adopters share two 
similar characteristics with pub-
lishers Andy and Wendy Scheck: 
They are community-oriented, 
and they are famously nice peo-
ple. Their recollections follow, in 
their own words.
 5 A Rent-A-Space - Jenny 
Boyd, Senior VP, Marketing and 
Operations
 I met Andy and Wendy at a 
Chamber event —someone intro-
duced us. They told us about their 
paper. I thought, That’s wonder-
ful! It was all about the town, not 
just an article about the town.
 I am proud to have been the 
fi rst advertiser. (And they have 
been in every issue since.)
 Village Associates - Ignacio 
“Ig” Vega, Broker
 The Lamorinda Weekly fi lled 
the void when the Contra Costa 

Sun failed. Andy and Wendy 
came in, they were down-to-
earth, they were not slick at all. I 
was skeptical. How can you do a 
start-up like this? Then I thought, 
this might work. We had little to 
lose. 
 Because we were early, they 
gave us the back page of Our 
Homes (fi rst stand-alone Our 
Homes section - Feb. 17, 2010). 
That insert gained traction. It 
gave us lots of eyeballs, and our 
competitors had to follow suit.
 McDonnell Nursery - Sarah 
McDonnell, Owner
 I felt good about Andy and 
Wendy. I liked what they were 
doing, covering the Lamorinda 
area. They are lovely to work 
with. They help me with my sea-
sonal ad changes, and they al-
ways think of me when they run 
special articles in the paper.
 They make things so easy.

Garden 
Lights Landscape and Pool 
Development - Cathy Lambert, 
Owner
 I got a call from Wendy. I am 
turned off by high pressure but 
I felt she was very genuine and 
cared about our business.
 I like how they think of us not 
just as a client. We were shopping 
at the farmers market, Andy and 
Wendy were doing a story there 
and they asked us to join them for 
a photo. Plus our daughter!
 Our top referral is word of 
mouth, next is the Lamorinda 
Weekly. The paper is a perfect fi t.
 SewNow! - Susan Goldie, 
Owner
 We both started our busi-
nesses at the same time (They 
beat the paper by four months.). 
We were trying to reach families 
with kids. 
 Sewing skipped a generation. 
Our ads catch the eyes of the 
grandparents, who want to see 
their grandkids learn that skill. 
 The fi rst ad we submitted, we 
included the wrong phone num-
ber. It taught us a lesson about 
proofreading our ads.
 The newspaper is a great fi t 
for us.
 Saklan School - Christine 
Kuckuk, Marketing Director
 Our school always wants to 
invest in the community, and the 
Lamorinda Weekly has the ear 
of the community. The paper is 
widely read by the locals.
 Andy and Wendy have been 
helpful to me as we build up our 
marketing efforts. Sometimes our 
artwork is not to their specs and 
they make sure that our brand im-
age fi ts in with the needs of the 
paper. 
 Bay Area Drainage - Wayne 
Ortland, Owner
 It started with a cold call 
from Wendy. She was easy to 
work with. We have always been 
a big part of the community — I 
was born in Moraga, my father 
worked for the Moraga Fire Dis-
trict.
 I would rather give my busi-
ness to someone local, and right 
now, we are doing a signifi cant 
amount of business - 270 clients 
since early January.
 The Lamorinda Weekly staff 
say thanks to all, as we work to 
help keep their business thriving 
for the next decade — and longer.

Ignacio Vega, Village Associates holding a copy of issue 1 with his fi rst ad. 

                           Photos Andy Scheck

Jenny Boyd of 5A Rent-A-Space shows a newspaper with her fi rst ad in the 

Lamorinda Weekly’s March 14, 2007, edition.

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Let the presses roll!

The Lamorinda Weekly is 
printed at Transcontinental 

Printing in Fremont. 
 It is the fourth printer the pa-
per has used in its 10-year history. 
The number of changes can be at-
tributed to the fact that previous 
printers could not accommodate 
the Lamorinda Weekly’s growing 
page count over the years. Trans-
continental, a Canadian company, 
specializes in printing colorful 
newsprint, which fi ts this news-
paper’s vision of featuring strong, 
colorful photography for readers 
and advertisers.
 For part of this paper’s an-
niversary celebration, Trans-
continental invited the Lamor-
inda Weekly staff to its plant 

to see the paper being printed, 
a rare opportunity for report-
ers and editors who spend their 
time with words, but not the 
all-important ink that makes 
the paper come alive every two 
weeks. (See photo on page A1.)
 Producing the Lamorinda 
Weekly is, as it is for most pa-
pers, a complicated process. After 
the stories are written and edited, 
publisher Andy Scheck, who also 
serves as designer, does the lay-
out. After that is fi nished and ap-
proved, electronic fi les are sent to 
the printer, and shortly after that 
the press is ready to print the pa-
per — in less than an hour. The 
Lamorinda Weekly is printed on 
one of Transcontinental’s three 

presses. 
 The staff saw the printing pro-
cess as well as the quality control 
system used. After leaving the 
printing press all 26,600 copies 
of the paper travel on machines 
through the plant to dry the ink 
– the staff could watch 6,000 pa-
pers speeding in the air over their 
heads at the same time.   At the 
end of the journey the papers are 
buffered and go on to other ma-
chines for inserting fl yers, post-
cards and other documents. The 
last process is bundling and pack-
aging for pick-up by the carriers, 
who deliver them to readers.
                                                                                                                                                  
— Peggy Spear

Printed copies travel through the plant Ready for including inserts Photo Gint Federas
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Chess Club Needs Some Mates

Dear Editor, 
 I recommend your readers to 
a chess club started at the Orinda 
Community Center for any inter-
ested. This is a free club for those 
wanting play chess. They meet ev-
ery Saturday from 9 to 11 a.m.  Age 
8 - 10 years to senior citizens like 
myself are welcome. 
 The club needs the help of more 
members to keep it sustained as not 
everyone can attend every week. 
If you enjoy the mind challenge of 
playing chess or interested to learn 
how please come. 
 Special thanks goes to the two 
young women Katie and Maya who 
started the club as their community 
project. 
 They have sustained it through 
their own effort of securing the 
room and providing chess boards 
and pieces and encouraging the 
players. 

John Nackley
Orinda, CA. 

Facing Facts on Orinda

Dear Editor,
 We keep reading of plans to 
revitalize downtown Orinda. We 
need to face the facts:  
 1) Unlike Lafayette, we are di-
vided by the freeway; 
 2) Unlike Lafayette which draws 
shoppers from Moraga, most of our 
shoppers are from only Orinda; 
 3) Lafayette and Moraga have 
a combined population of slightly 
under 50,000 while Orinda has 
around 17,000, making us much 
less attractive to a major store like 
Trader Joe’s wanting to locate here; 
 4) The theater side of town is 
quite walkable, but Orinda Village 
is spread out and much less condu-
cive to pedestrian traffi c.

Dave Sullivan
Orinda

An Open Letter to Moraga

Dear Editor,
Why did you vote for town council 
members? Was it because of their 
position on development?  Was 
it because they seemed fi scally 
responsible? These are good rea-
sons. Was it, however, because you 
wanted them to promote the agen-
das of extreme political groups? I 
doubt it.
  And yet this is exactly what’s 
happening. Politically extreme 
groups are attending town council 
meetings and voicing their opin-
ions, while those of us paying the 
bills stay home.  They are pressur-
ing council members to adopt ordi-
nances that promote their political 
agendas, while opening us up to 
considerable liability of which they 
will not share. It’s a good deal for 
them. Why take on the risk of your 
agenda when you can get town 
council to do it for you?    
  To be clear, the recent issues 
these groups are promoting are 
sanctuary city and gun control. 

It’s safe to say that these are plat-
forms of the far left, but that is not 
the point. It could just as easily be 
mandatory school prayer. These are 
partisan issues that have little to no 
upside, but massive downside risk 
(lawsuits), to small local govern-
ments with very limited budgets.
  We do not elect our town coun-
cil members on a partisan basis. 
The ballot doesn’t even list their 
political affi liations and, unless we 
asked them, we would likely never 
know. Why? Probably because we 
do not expect them to act in a par-
tisan fashion as council members.  
Rather, we elect them for the “good 
reasons” stated above.
  And so, it is time for those of 
us from the middle of the politi-
cal spectrum to stand up and take 
notice. Attend council meetings 
and speak. E-mail your Council 
members and let them know how 
you feel.  I’m reasonably certain 
the vast majority of us want them 
to manage our towns in a fi scally 
responsible manner, with cost/ben-
efi t analyses reviewed before every 

expenditure. Let the extremists pro-
mote their positions, but let them 
bear the cost and risk themselves. 
Otherwise, we all might fi nd our-
selves on our hands and knees, 
praying mandatorily, to the King of 
Sanctuary City, asking for our guns 
back.

Doug Home
Moraga

Letters to the Editor

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are 
the express views of the writer and not 
necessarily those of the Lamorinda 
Weekly. All published letters will 
include the writer’s name and city/
town of  residence -- we will only 
accept letters from those who live in, 
or own a business in, the communities 
comprising Lamorinda (please give 
us your phone number for verifi cation 
purposes only). Letters should be 350 
words or less; letters of up to 500 words 
will be accepted on a space-available 
basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.
com for submission guidelines. 
Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.
com; Regular mail: Lamorinda 
Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 
94570

Bridging the journey from 
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and 
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of 
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your  home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
1830 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
(925) 478-7190
maria@mariaeberle.com
www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage Offi ce is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affi liated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

RESULTS THAT MOVE YOU. 
Put over fifty years of  combined expertise in the Lamorinda market 

to work for you. We need homes to show our Buyers. 
Call us for a free market evaluation of  your home.

Audrey Neale
CalBRE #01441356

M. 415.407.2164
audrey.neale@camoves.com

Ana Zimmank
CalBRE # 00469962

M. 925.640.6008
ana.zimmank@camoves.com

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.  •  Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Taking care of  all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is

available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.

Lafayette

Leigh Creekside Park  ... continued from page A1
Option three suggested bringing 
together the two sides to work on 
another redesign and option four 
presented no amendment to the 
Leigh Creekside Park master plan 
so that the play structure could not 
move forward.
 Katayanagi said that the city 
had received hundreds of letters 
both for and against the project 
with the split being about 50/50, a 
claim that some of the “passives” 
said they doubted and pointed out 
that many of the “actives” used 
form letters.
 The packed room heard from 
several children arguing for keep-
ing the park passive, citing that 
they enjoy the park as it is – a place 
to enjoy nature. 
 Many of the passives spoke of 
benefactors John and Ethel Leigh’s 
original desire to keep the park pas-
sive, as well as with concerns over 
increased traffi c and parking prob-
lems.
 At least a couple of the passives 
were elementary school teachers 
who noted the benefi ts of quiet 
refl ection and sensory exploration 
for young children. Lafayette resi-
dent Karen Ward pointed out that 
passives are not anti-child or anti-
Americans with Disabilities, as had 
been implied. She said that often 
students from Springstone School 
or adults from Las Trampas walk 

there and that there are many with 
invisible disabilities currently us-
ing the park.
 Lafayette resident Mary Jo 
Cass expressed that everyone is ex-
hausted from this subject, that this 
is a divided community. She said 
that social media such as Next-
door “continues to serve as a pul-
pit for misinformation.” To her the 
only way forward was to “stop the 
project tonight” and she suggested 
instead spending the money on 
community events such as commu-
nity gardens and storytelling in the 
park. 
 Many actives pointed to what 
they claim is the current underuti-
lization of the park. Furthermore, 
Brian Bowman rationalized that 
the neighborhood is changing with 
more young families moving in. He 
questioned the “technicalities of 
noise” holding the project up and 
urged the council to move forward. 
 Still other actives pointed out 
that whereas they have been com-
promising on the scale and scoop 
of the project, the passives have 
remained unbending. “Let’s have a 
park with something for everyone,” 
said Shannon Cahoon.
 All members of the council 
were in agreement that a decision 
needed to be reached for the com-
munity to move on, although they 
differed in their opinions. Council 

Member Ivor Samson said he was 
very disappointed and “appalled by 
the level of quality of participation” 
referring to many “nasty in tone 
comments.”  He said that in his 
opinion what is proposed breaks 
the covenant of the original use.
 Council member Mark Mitch-
ell argued that the original intent 
for the land was to stop develop-
ment rather than to prevent play 
equipment.
 Council member Cam Burks 
recognized a shortage of places to 
go to play for young children and 
said that they need to move for-
ward, having invested too much 
time, money and emotion to walk 
away.
 Mayor Mike Anderson empha-
sized the need to overhaul the noise 
ordinance separately, something 
the council agreed on. “We can’t 
have a noise ordinance that pre-
cludes children from making nor-
mal children sounds,” commented 
Vice Mayor Don Tatzin.
 And so the playground inches 
nearer as a motion passed by three 
to two for a focused EIR with An-
derson, Burks, Mitchell supporting 
and Samson and Tatzin against.
 As Tatzin commented, he has 
never seen so much effort put into 
three quarters of an acre.

Orinda

Orinda sinkhole update ... continued from page A6
The concrete box plan would have 
qualifi ed as “emergency opening” 
work, whereas a bridge may be 
considered “permanent restora-
tion,” which would entail lower 
levels of reimbursement and a lon-
ger timeframe for obtaining per-
mits. If the city opts for either a 
concrete box or a temporary bridge, 
either may be considered a “better-
ment” for purposes of federal reim-
bursement, which means that the 
city will probably bear the cost of 
this element of the emergency re-
pair work, and the cost of either the 
box or a bridge will be higher than 
that of the pipe. The time frame of 
the repair depends on resolution of 
the right-of-entry issue, the type of 
fi x employed and, of course, the 
weather.
 The city is also working on a 

number of fronts to ease the dif-
fi culties caused by the sinkhole, 
including efforts to keep the pub-
lic more informed of the progress 
of the repair; working on perma-
nent stripping of the detour routes 
at the signifi cant cost of $25,000 
to $50,000, which may not be re-
imbursable; and assisting affected 
homeowners with their insurance 
claim forms.
 Theis also said EBMUD con-
fi rmed it has made a temporary 
connection from another zone to 
maintain service for the Los Altos 
reservoir at the end of Los Altos 
Dr. in Orinda.  The damaged wa-
terline is being maintained with 
low pressure to prevent contami-
nation of the system. Orinda has 
received verbal agreement from 
the California Department of 

Transportation and the Federal 
Highway Administration that the 
overall project can proceed under 
an emergency opening process, 
which allows the city to bypass 
some of the regular environmen-
tal and design review require-
ments. The city has obtained 
the necessary emergency permit 
from the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to install a new culvert and 
restore the roadway for traffi c.
 A community meeting is 
scheduled to take place at the 
Sleepy Hollow Elementary School 
at 6 p.m. on March 14. Theis, Na-
gel and Interim City Manager Steve 
Salomon will provide updates on 
the progress on the project and 
provide information on additional 
safety measures that will be put 
into place due to the detours.
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 

Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

TAXI BLEU
All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com

Fighting for Lamorinda sanctuary status
... continued from page A1
 Politics was not on their radar 
too much during college, but the 
last presidential election ignited 
their passion. “We felt so powerless 
and anxious after the election was 
over,” remembers Fuchshuber, “we 
wanted to make a difference.”
 Shepard found the website Mi-
Jente that automatically sends peti-
tions and letters to elected offi cials 
on the subject of sanctuary cities. 
They decided that the cookie-cutter 
approach would not work for Lam-
orinda and they took action on their 
own.
 The trio recruited Lafayette 
friends Allie Walker and Caroline 
Silvanito who helped with the re-
search on the topic and at presenta-
tions. “We also started canvassing,” 
says Hsu. Going door-to-door was 
not the easiest for the self-pro-
claimed quiet young women to do, 
Fuchshuber says. But she admits 
that they were happily surprised by 
the willingness of people to engage 
in a dialogue with them.
 “It was very important for us to 
understand the positions of people 
who were against declaring sanctu-
ary in our cities,” she says. They 
noted that people were concerned 
that the declaration would encour-
age dangerous people to come to 
Lamorinda. Others said that they 
had themselves worked hard to get 
a permit to stay in the U.S. and that 
they did not see why they would 
support lawbreakers. The young 
women add that they also met 
many sympathizers.
 Fuchshuber, Hsu and Shepard 
were prepared when it came to 
speaking in front of the city coun-
cils. When they came to their fi rst 
ever council meeting in Orinda, 

they had divided their presentation 
into three segments of three min-
utes each that they gave one after 
the other. “Diversity and inclusion 
are fundamental American val-
ues,” said Hsu in her introduction. 
“Sanctuary status simply protects 
the privacy of residents and keeps 
their immigration status private.” 
Several residents who had heard of 
their projects also talked in favor of 
the status. The same happened in 
Moraga and Lafayette. In Moraga, 
at least three of the council mem-
bers clapped with the audience af-
ter the presenters talked. Neither 
council though has yet decided to 
add the topic on their agenda for 
future discussion.
 Moraga Chief of Police John 
King assured the council that Mor-
aga would not seek out people’s 
immigration status and that police 
action was disentangled from im-
migration enforcement. In Orinda, 
Chief of Police Mark Nagle stated 
that his department had not changed 
its practice in any way since 
Trump’s new orders have been is-
sued. His department is part of the 
county sheriff’s offi ce. Candace 
Andersen, District 2 County Su-
pervisor, indicated that the practice 
in Contra Costa County is strictly 
to collaborate with  ICE regarding 
immigrants in the country illegally 
who commit serious crimes, but 
that there was no seeking of those 
immigrants in the county.
 The trio also went to the tri-city 
meeting on March 1and the dis-
cussion was spirited among those 
supporting and those opposing the 
issue.
 Lamorinda Weekly talked to 
several Lamorinda residents who 

would rather not be named, and 
work in surrounding communities 
where the population of workers 
that do not have a legal status is 
large. One who works in a Pleasant 
Hill school said that some children 
are scared that their parents will be 
gone by the time they come home, 
other students are afraid of just 
coming outside. Another resident 
working in the medical fi eld ex-
plained that she believes that peo-
ple are afraid that information col-
lected by social services would be 
shared with ICE. She said that this 
month prenatal visits had dropped 
by 50 percent, but she added that 
she could not confi rm that the scare 
of being reported was the cause.
 Andersen added that the county 
would not seek sanctuary status be-
cause there would be a risk to lose 
federal funding.  A law on the books 
withholds federal justice department 
grants to sanctuary cities.  It was 
passed after Kate Steinle was killed 
in San Francisco two years ago. 
 The trio adds that there are 
other ways to make sure that police 
will not hunt for  those in the coun-
try illegally, such as reviewing the 
police rules, or making a statement 
that would not include the term 
sanctuary (see the school district’s 
statement below), and they will 
continue their campaign tailoring it 
to their communities.
 Their next steps are to seek meet-
ings with Lamorinda elected offi cials 
to get the topic on the three cities’ 
agenda while garnering as much 
public support as possible. For those 
interested, they can be reached at 
lamorindasanctuary@gmail.com. 
Their web site Lamorindasanctuary.
wordpress.com is under construction.

Near  and far: Other “sanctuary” initiatives.
Schools and other cities have adopted rules or ordinances alluding to the safety of students and residents.
 Recently, the Acalanes Union High School District boards adopted a resolution  ensuring “their un-
equivocal commitment to ensure our schools are safe and welcoming places for all our students, and that 
the District will provide equal access to a public education for all our students, regardless of students’ or 
parents’ actual or perceived national origin, ethnic group identifi cation, religion, citizenship, or immigration 
status,” its website stated.
 The Contra Costa County Board of Education adopted a similar statement at their board meeting on 
March 1.
 At Saint Mary’s College students and faculty have asked President James Donahue to make Saint 
Mary’s a sanctuary campus.
 Several cities have declared sanctuary status in the Bay Area including Alameda, Berkeley, San Fran-
cisco and Oakland.
 California Senate Bill 54 ,called the “sanctuary state bill,” seeks precluding local and state agencies, 
such as police departments and ICE, from working in conjunction to seek out immigrants who are undocu-
mented.
 Meanwhile, the city of Alameda adopted sanctuary status on Jan. 17, says city manager Jill Keimach, 
who was Moraga town manager until January 2016. 
 She explains that when the topic was discussed it was a 50/50 argument with the public, with people 
saying that the city would harbor criminals.   But since Alameda does not have a jail, the argument was 
mute.   ??? Why dos his matter?
 Another aspect was funding, she said. On Jan. 25 President Trump signed an executive order denying 
federal funding to sanctuary cities. Alameda is part of Congresswoman Barbara Lee’s district.  Lee led a 
workshop with attorneys to explain to cities that the Tenth Amendment prohibits the federal government 
from enforcing any law though the denying of funding. The federal government possesses only those pow-
ers delegated to it by the United States Constitution, and all remaining powers are reserved for the states or 
the people. Immigration and deportation are not listed in the Constitution.   
 Keimach proposed a text to her council that listed all the elements of a sanctuary city, without using the 
word, something she thought prudent. But Alameda city council decided to use the word “sanctuary.” Kei-
mach notes that Alameda has a much larger population of immigrants, documented or not, than Lamorinda, 
and that these people have been coming to all council meetings. “Anxiety is high,” she said.
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

College Prep • Grades 8-12 • Small Classes

OPEN HOUSE
FOR INTERESTED FAMILIES

INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND TOURS

APRIL 19TH

7-9 PM

Saint Mary’s is proud of  alum Ali
By Sophie Braccini

After the former Saint Mary’s 
student Mahershala Ali won 

an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor 
for his role in the Oscar-winning 
movie “Moonlight,” the college’s 
social media sites started crackling 
with messages congratulating the 
actor. 
 “Congrats” messages appeared 
everywhere, from Facebook to 

Instagram. Ali had been the com-
mencement speaker at the Moraga 
college last year, and the online 
community on Feb. 26 continued 
echoing how the man had been 
incredibly humble, grateful, and 
kind. 
 Ali graduated from Saint 
Mary’s in 1996 with a degree in 
communications. He made his 

theater debut with the California 
Shakespeare Theatre, having ob-
tained an apprenticeship there after 
graduation. His movie career took 
off in 2008 with a role in “The Cu-
rious Case of Benjamin Button.” In 
“Moonlight” he played Juan, a drug 
dealer with a big heart, who takes 
Chiron, the main character, under 
his wing during his childhood. 

Amazing Summer Math Camps
- The Wide World of Sports Statistics

Play sports and calculate your statistics
- Conquer Common Core Math 

Clarify/review current year's math and prepare for the next
- Classes to Attack Algebra

Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to 
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures

- Get a Jump on Geometry:

A fun, hands on class for high school students

**** Warning – These classes might trick students 
into believing that math is fun ****

Classes taught by teacher & experienced
math instructor, Michael Adler

To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor 

who is fun? 

Individual/small group

summer or year round

tutoring available

m.adler@sbcglobal.net
Michael Adler

If you have further questions feel free to

contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net
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It seems that musicals are in 
the air…and this one is for our 

utmost delight. “Smokey Joe’s 
Café,” opened to a sold out au-
dience on March 4 at Lafayette’s  
Town Hall Theater.  
 The “play” presents a time of 
innocence, in the 1950s and early 
60s when the American dream 
seemed to be within everyone’s 
reach, and a whole generation 
was breaking free dancing to 
rock and roll beat. There is not 
one spoken word in Smokey 
Joe’s Café, just songs, one after 
another, developing the timeless 
theme of the quest of love be-
tween men and women.
 Four men and four women 
perform on stage. The play opens 
in a little town where they all 
used to live, heralded by the song 
“Neighborhood.” They remem-
ber the time they had together. 
Then they will leave, they will 
love, betray, and get back togeth-
er, with a breathless rhythm that 
captures the audience. It is not re-
ally a story, but it is more than a 
list of songs. Those are scenettes 
played, sung and danced by a su-
per energetic and beautiful cast.
 All the songs are from lyricist 
Jerry Leiber and composer Mike 
Stoller. Since 1952 and into the 
60’s, the amazingly productive 
duo wrote over 70 hit songs. The 

musical show was put together as 
a tribute to an area and to the tal-
ent of both men in 1995.  It ran 
for 2,036 performances, making 
it one of the longest-running mu-
sical revues in Broadway history.
 Viewers will discover, or rec-
ollect songs, depending on their 
age. “Hound Dog,” “Stand by 
Me,” “Love Potion #9,” “Yakety 
Yak,” “Jailhouse Rock,” “Span-
ish Harlem,” “On Broadway,” 
“Kansas City” and “Fools Fall in 
Love” are just a few.
 Director Lauren Rosi thus 
took on an American icon of a 
musical when she agreed to di-
rect “Smokey Joe’s Café.” The 
voice and acting talents had to be 
right to make it a success.
 Rosi picked indeed probably 
some of the best vocal talents 
around. 
 There are some remarkable 
voices in this revue, and when 
not remarkable, they are excel-
lent, making the production very 
homogenous. Spectators will get 
goosebumps at times. The beauti-
ful “I’m a Woman” for example, 
sung by the four female singers 
separately and in unison, is per-
fection of execution.
 Each of the singers is very 
distinct and brings their own 
voice color and style. Branden 
Thomas brings to the stage a 

voice with an amazing range. 
His very warm and nuanced reg-
ister is enchanting. Katrina Lau-
ren McGrow is such a polished 
singer, with a well-controlled 
voice that excels in both blues 
and rock-and-roll songs. Nata-
lie Buster, with her deep voice, 
brings great seduction and even a 
bit of sultriness at times that adds 
to the general mood of the play. 
Elizabeth Curtis, Jamail Davis, 
Jacqueline Dennis, Cadarious 
Mayberry and Glen Riggs are 
all completely up to par, with a 
special mention for Davis whose 
dancing talent shines.
 Another very nice element of 
the show is the live musicians: 
Elvis Ordiniza on saxophone, 
Scott Massoni on guitar, Mat-
thew Porter on drums, and Peter 
Ruszel on bass. They are all on 
stage, but behind the windows of 
Smokey Joe’s Café, a very nice 
stage idea. 
 Only one small caveat, the 
stage is sometimes a bit restric-
tive for some of the dancing and 
lyricism of the musical revue. 
 Tickets and more information 
at www.townhalltheatre.com. 
The play will run until March 25.
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Town Hall’s ‘Smokey Joe’s Café’
 is a delicious musical delight
By Sophie Braccini

Join us for a nostalgic and inspiring event with author, Steven Friedman as he shares 
excerpts from his book, Voices of America, Golden Memories of the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Steven has let nine longtime residents, all of whom were either born in San Francisco 
or have lived in the Bay Area for at least 50 years, tell their stories in this volume, 
capturing the vibrant culture and breathtaking beauty of Northern California. 
Copies will be available for purchase or bring your copy to be signed. Bring a friend 
and relive some golden memories with us! 

To RSVP, please call 888.713.2228 by March 20

Saturday, March 25, 2017
at 2:00pm

BOOK
SIGNING
V O I C E S  O F  A M E R I C A

Golden Memories
of the San Francisco
Bay Area

1700 Tice Valley Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
888.713.2228

LifeatByronPark.com
Facebook.com/ByronParkSeniors 
License #075601546

Pictured in front, Jamail Davis; rear, from left,  Glen Riggs, Jacqueline Dennis, Katrina McGraw, Elizabeth Curtis, Cadarious 

Mayberry, and Natalie Buster in “Smokey Joe’s Café,” through March 25, at Town Hall Theatre in Lafayette.     Photo JayYamada

Play-Based Learning
Ages 2-5 

Limited Openings for Fall 2017
NEW Extended Day Option 8:00am – 5:30pm

www.stmarksnurseryschool.org

451 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

License # 070200759

• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Oriental Rugs
• Water Damage

Gregg does a fabulous job on our carpets! 
I absolutely recommend Diablo Valley Carpet Care.
Dora Parker Assistant Manager, Moraga Country Club

Our exclusive hot water extraction method, together with soft
water and eco-friendly cleaning solution loosens and lifts the
dirt and soil from the carpet without the abrasive brushing of
other cleaning methods.

owned and operated by Gregg Eckstein

(925) 945-6767
(925) 945-6746

Ten years as a Lamorinda 
Weekly reporter
By Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda Weekly past and current editors, Lee Borrowman, Peggy Spear 

and Jennifer Wake.      Photo A. Scheck

Ten years ago, when I told my 
mother that I had gotten a job 

at Lamorinda Weekly, I heard dis-
appointment in her voice after I ex-
plained what the paper was, “You 
are going to write about “les chiens 
écrasés” – road-kills,” she said. 
Since I graduated from the Politi-
cal Science Institute in Paris, my 
mother had always dreamed that 
I would work for “Le Monde” or 
other prominent international pa-
per. She was disappointed, and she 
was so wrong! For the past 10 years 
I have been reporting about stories 
on a micro-local scale often just as 
riveting as what is playing on the 
national scene. 
 Lamorinda is a microcosm of 
this country with many of the same 
elements at play: the develop-
ers fi ghting the environmentalist; 
the (few) global-warming deniers 

fi ghting the more progressives; 
those who play nice and those who 
don’t; the big sports rivalries, the 
economic challenges; the strug-
gling businesses crushed by online 
purchasing; those who hate govern-
ment and those who support it. Yes, 
there is everything in Lamorinda, 
including “foreign policy” stories: 
haven’t you heard about those who 
want to erect a wall or a barrier to 
prevent some of their neighbors to 
come in?
 Lamorinda governments strug-
gle with maintaining their infra-
structure, with creating an inclu-
sive social fabric from schools to 
businesses, and at times very nar-
row minded interests, as well as a 
feel of privilege, got the best of the 
Lamorinda community.
 ... continued on page B2

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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FREE Consultations
FREE Hearing Screenings
and now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga
Mon – Sat: 10 - 7 Sun: 10 - 6

(925) 377-9997 (925) 708-3448

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $50
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $35

Full Set or Fill-in Gels $30

We been a Moraga Business for 15 Years

FREEHot Wax or Designs or Buffer Shinny

For any combination Nails & Feet service

(Please Bring Coupon When You Visit Our Shop)

$5 OFF*

*min. charge $30

THANK YOU
LAMORINDA
CUSTOMERS

WE’RE SMALL TOWN, WHEN YOU COME WE DO GOOD JOB & GOOD SERVICE

PLEASE MAKE APPOINTMENTS

We have Expert Nail
by Dan, Lo-An, Le,

Judy. Walkin Welcome

ALL SEASONS 
Drainage Systems

French Drains
Prevent Water under  your House

925-930-8123.  CA Lic # 417323

Ten years as a Lamorinda Weekly reporter
... continued from page B1
 Over the years, as my own chil-
dren were growing, I saw the three 
communities change and trans-
form. In Moraga especially, I saw a 
very closed public process open up 
and residents becoming more and 
more engaged. In Lafayette we wit-
nessed the remarkable progresses 
of Sustainable Lafayette and how, 
with Bart Carr and Steve Richards 
leading, it has become a citywide 
organization. There too we saw the 
erection of the library, the long cre-
ation of the vision for downtown 
development, and we wrote about 
the blooming of one of the most 
successful retail centers and restau-
rant scenes around.
 For nine years I also covered 
the Lamorinda business news and 
met incredible people. I saw homes 
made of Insulated Concrete Forms, 
one of the fi rst LEED platinum 
buildings with the most advanced 
features, the inventor of —among 
other things — the Echo pen that 
records and fi lms note-taking, 
one of the largest angel investors 
network in the country, or people 
creating a new frontier in the inter-
net-of-things. I also met countless 
budding entrepreneurs that cre-
ated and marketed everything from 
echo-lunch boxes to gluten-free 
snacks and those brave brick-and 
mortar creators that defy online 
shopping like Venture in Lafayette 
or Orinda Books. Hats off to them!

 The number of remarkable 
typical Lamorinda stories I was ex-
posed to started with the fi rst article 
I wrote 10 years ago: it was about 
the crosses of Lafayette. There 
I saw how motivated individu-
als could make a difference, reach 
out to those with a very different 
perspective and how together they 
built something unique. Ten years 
later I wrote about an exhibition 
at the Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery 
about those crosses, closing a circle 
that went from emotional outrage 
to symbolic desire for peace.
 There were many more uplift-
ing Lamorinda adventures to report 
about. Let’s not forget the rise of the 
Lamorinda urban chicken that got 
approved in Lafayette before being 
accepted in Moraga; the growth of 
the Lamorinda Wine Growers As-
sociation and its successful bid to 
make Lamorinda a recognized vi-
ticulture area; the creation of more 
open space such as the purchase of 
Carr Ranch by the John Muir Land 
Trust; and all the art initiatives that 
fl ourish from the galleries, to class-
es and all the performing art pro-
duced by truly remarkable groups 
such as CalShakes and Town Hall 
Theater.
 But above all what my mother 
did not understand, at least not at 
the time, was the amazing richness 
of the human beings I was going to 
be able to meet and share with oth-

ers. And in the 
process of writ-
ing about the 
Lamorinda hu-
man adventure, 
I was changed.
 I have met several inspiring 
leaders such as Budd McKenzie 
who created a nonprofi t, Trust in 
Education, to bring support to the 
children of Afghanistan. I met busi-
ness people that had become spiri-
tual beings such as Mark Drevno 
who became a certifi ed Buddhist 
interfaith chaplain for inmates; 
countless volunteers such as Cliff 
Dochterman, former president of 
Rotary International. These and 
people like them fi nd meaning in 
giving their time and skills to a 
cause. I have also witnessed the 
rise of a Lamorinda mindfulness 
movement that seeks to support 
children and adults alike in their 
quest for grounding and happiness.
 Yes, Lamorinda has a culture 
of privileges and affl uence, and 
several stories would also speak 
of selfi shness and a desire to keep 
outsiders out. But there are hope-
fully more generous and selfl ess 
residents who aim at making their 
communities and the world a bet-
ter place. Writing for Lamorinda 
Weekly, where I did not need to 
tweak the news to sell more ads, 
has been a privilege. Here is to the 
next 10 years!

It was 10 years ago today (or thereabouts)
By Cathy Dausman

A lot has happened in Lamorinda and in the world 
in 10 years — and a lot has stayed the same. Here 

is a “time capsule” of what was happening in March of 
2007 when the Lamorinda Weekly launched:
Lamorinda:
 Lafayette approved plans for a Whole Foods 
market (it opened in 2011) and broke ground for the 
Lafayette Library and Learning Center. It opened No-
vember 2009.  
 The California Transportation Commission ap-
proved fi nal funding for a Caldecott Tunnel fourth 
bore. Traffi c pop-ups remained through its comple-
tion in 2013. Bulldozers on an Orinda hillside south of 
Highway 24 began shaping the Wilder Homes devel-
opment. Orinda moved into a new city hall. 
 Moraga held its fi rst triathlon. It mourned the loss of 
three young adults in unrelated motor vehicle accidents. 
 Zillow Group, Inc. Median Home Values reported 
for March 2007:
 • Lafayette: 1.14 million (vs. 1.37 million  fore-
cast for March 2017)
 • Moraga: 1.07 million (vs. 1.25 million forecast 
for March 2017)
 • Orinda: 1.26 million (vs. 1.46M million for 
March 2017)
 The housing bubble burst in December 2007. Cali-
fornia home prices fell faster than they had in the pre-
vious 25 years. 
2007 Lamorinda leadership roles:
Mayor:
 Carol Federighi, Lafayette 
 Mike Metcalf, Moraga
 Steve Glazer, Orinda
City Manager: 
 Steven Falk, Lafayette

 Phil Vince, Moraga  
 Janet Keeter, Orinda 
Fire Chief:
 Pete Nowicki, Moraga-Orinda Fire District
 Keith Richter, Contra Costa Fire Protection 
District 
Chief of Police:
 Mike Hubbard, Lafayette 
 Mark Ruppenthal, Moraga 
 Scott Haggard, Orinda 
Statewide:
• Arnold Schwarzenegger was California’s governor; 
he served two terms. 
• More than 9,000 wildfi res burned in California dur-
ing 2007 affecting more than one million acres and 
displacing nearly as many people.
Nationwide:
• George W. Bush served his second term as President.
• Gas per gallon cost an average of $2.81. Toyota 
Camry and Honda Accord topped the best-selling list 
in 2007. 
• Apple promoted its fi rst iPhone with a “Hello” com-
mercial aired during the Academy Awards. BlackBer-
ry reassured its customers with “we’ll be fi ne.”
• Facebook turned three; founder Mark Zuckerberg 
was a billionaire at 23.
 
Déjà vu: 
 The American Public Works Association recog-
nized the Town of Moraga for its “emergency sinkhole 
repair” (September,2007).  
 “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button,” (released 
December 2008) The cast would include Saint Mary’s 
College graduate and now Academy Award-winner 
Mahershala Ali.

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most frequently viewed stories on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0811/Nice-Guys-Do-Finish-First.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0325/The-Importance-of-Family-Time-for-Teens.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0723/The-Big-Mistake-Students-Make-When-Filling-Out-FAFSA.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1013/New-Owners-Ready-to-Resurrect-Park-Theater.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0322/Denied-College-Admission-Should-You-Appeal.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0306/Mycra-Pac-Designer-Wear-Creating-Clothes-in-Moraga.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0622/Chicken-Tortilla-Soup-for-the-Wicked.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0701/LAMORINDA-SUMMER-CAMPS-2013-1.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0502/Compost-Fence-or-Gabion-Art.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0702/Hiring-Licensed-or-Unlicensed-Contractors-What-You-Should-Know.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0226/Lamorinda-Summer-Camps-2009-Lafayette-Moraga-Orinda.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1001/Tackling-the-Disturbing-Trend-of-Stressed-Out-Students.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0313/Naked-Ladies-and-Nasty-Non-Natives.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0409/Orindas-History-Preserved-Today-in-Historic-Homes.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0401/Lafayettes-St-Perpetua-Panther-Pride-CYO-Champions.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0320/Notorious-Home-for-Sale.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0310/Record-breaking-Lafayette-City-Meet.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0221/Toy-Trains-Brighten-the-Holidays-and-Cheer-Hobbyists-Year-Round.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0424/Apollo-E-Cigs-has-its-Home-in-Lafayette.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0426/A-Trio-of-Spanish-Revival-Jewels.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0801/Lamorinda-Summer-Camps-2014.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0608/Local-Resident-Creates-Fashion-out-of-Plastic-Bags.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0920/Man-Commits-Suicide-in-Moraga.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0512/Contra-Costa-County-Championship-Swim-Meet.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0401/CCC-Supervisors-Deny-Bayseng-Spice-Appeals.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0520/Lots-of-Trees-in-Lamorinda.html

www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0801/The-Cooperage-Makes-a-Big-Statement-in-Lafayette.html

Thanks for helping!
We want to bring 
you local news, 
interesting stories 
and local advertising.
Please patronize 
and keep on telling 
our advertisers to 
support this paper. 
Encourage others to 
give it a try.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

925-377-0977      www.lamorindaweekly.com

“Hi Wendy, my new ad looked great. What a response!”
Jim Colhoun, Relocation and Home Marketing Specialist

Alain Pinel Realtors

“Th anks so very much for your help in making our 
Shakespeare Summer Conservatories a big hit!”

Janet Magleby, Cal Shakes , 
Director of Marketing & Communications
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Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

At the UC Eye Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.  
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,  
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:  

• Pediatric Vision Care • Eye Examinations 
• LASIK Surgery • Geriatric Vision Care  • Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear Center • Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

510.642.2020 

Thoughtful Food
A decade of  delicious delights: Susie’s top 
recipes from her vast repertoire 
By Susie Iventosch

It is nearly impossible for me to 
believe that fi ve years have gone 

by since we celebrated the Lamor-
inda Weekly’s fi fth birthday, much 
less 10 years since the paper was 
founded! And, I have been writing 
the food column for the past nine 
years already, which has been such 
a pleasure and a great way to keep 
my own kitchen humming.
 When our editor, Peggy Spear, 
asked for my favorite recipes from 
the food column, I thought it would 
be an easy task and started pour-
ing over all of the old newspapers, 
including some 230 recipes. This 
was an enjoyable journey through 
time, and even though it was a bit 
of a challenge to narrow it down to 
10 recipes, I decided to pick those 
I’ve made over and over again, 
year after year. Several of these 
recipes come from our treasured lo-
cal chefs and restaurateurs, which 

makes them even more special. 
Also, it was great fun to reread the 
favorite holiday recipes from our 
mayors over the years. I think we’ll 
have reinstitute that again for 2017.
 It was interesting to see what 
types of things our community 
liked to cook back then versus to-
day. For me, personally, not much 
has changed, since I have no family 
members with gluten or dairy is-
sues. We have always loved to cook 
with lots of fresh vegetables and 
whole foods, and I still like to cook 
many of the same types of dishes. 
Mediterranean cuisine, which en-
compasses so many countries, is 
still is my favorite kind of food. But, 
I will say that, universally, “gluten-
free” has become more and more 
popular and is the one thing that I 
encounter all of the time, whether 
it’s from readers requesting alter-
natives, special diets for guests we 

entertain at 
home, foods 
stocked on 
the grocery shelves, or options 
on restaurant menus. Fortunately 
today, it is much easier with all-
purpose gluten-free baking fl our 
readily available, instead of the 
combinations of different fl ours 
and meals that cooks needed to 
keep on hand for gluten-free op-
tions in the past.
 One very exciting evolution 
over the past 10 years, is a greater 
interest in cooking at home and 
making meals from scratch. I’m not 
sure if the Food Network or “Julie & 
Julia” is to thank, or just a more pro-
found awareness of healthy eating, 
but it is a welcome change from fast 
food and paper-wrapped calories. 
In addition, nearly every town has 
a farmers market, which is a great 
way to eat produce fresh from the 
farm, and besides, it’s a fun, weekly 
social gathering as well!
 Here’s wishing the Lamorinda 
Weekly a very Happy 10th Birth-
day and many more to come! Now, 
let’s eat some goodies!
 

                  Photo Susie Iventosch

Cooking Term of the Week
Amuse-bouche: a small, bite-sized appetizer, not 
ordered by the guest, but rather offered compliments of 
the house at some restaurants. It is of French origin and 
literally means “(it) entertains (the) mouth.” 

July 9, 2008
Salsas, A Healthy and Delicious 
Alternative
Recipe: Tinrin Chew’s Mango-
Avocado Salsa
www.lamorindaweekly.com/
archive/issue0209/pdf/Salsas-A-
Healthy-and-Delicious-Alterna-
tive.pdf
May 13, 2009
A Window to the World in Lafayette
Recipe: Polenta alla Contadina
www.lamorindaweekly.com/ar-
chive/issue0305/RECIPE-Polenta-
alla-Contadina.html
January 5, 2011
Crab and more Crab! 
Recipe: Crab Cakes Dianna
www.lamorindaweekly.com/ar-
chive/issue0422/Crab-and-More-
Crab.html
January 19, 2011
Chili and Wings – Game On!
Recipes: White Bean Chicken 
Chili and Baked Buffalo-Style 
Hot Wings
www.lamorindaweekly.com/ar-
chive/issue0423/Chili-and-Wings-
Game-On.html
June 8, 2011
Put the Lime in the Coconut...
Recipe: Coconut Lime Cupcakes
www.lamorindaweekly.com/ar-
chive/issue0507/Put-the-Lime-in-
the-Coconut.html
February 13, 2013
Turkish Meatballs, Courtesy of 
Kabab-Burger
Recipe: Turkish style meatballs in 
tomato sauce
www.lamorindaweekly.com/ar-
chive/issue0625/Turkish-Meatballs-
Courtesy-of-Kabab-Burger.html
August 14, 2013
New Italian Restaurant Owners 
Share a Traditional
Family Favorite: Eggplant Par-
mesan!
Recipe: Melanzane Napoli
www.lamorindaweekly.com/
archive/issue0712/New-Italian-
Restaurant-Owners-Share-a-
Traditional-Family-Favorite-Egg-
plant-Parmesan.html

September 24, 2013
Olive Festival Coming Soon!
Recipe: Kalamata Olive-Stuffed 
Ravioli
www.lamorindaweekly.com/ar-
chive/issue0715/Kalamata-Olive-
Stuffed-Ravioli.html
January 15, 2014
Chicken from the Village
Recipe: Baked Chicken Breast 
with Goat Cheese and
Tarragon-Watercress Vinaigrette
www.lamorindaweekly.com/
archive/issue0723/Chicken-from-
the-Village.html
December 3, 2014
Spicing Up Your Condiment 
Selection
Recipe: Holiday Red Onion Jam
www.lamorindaweekly.com/
archive/issue0820/Holiday-Red-
Onion-Jam.html
August 10, 2016
Mocha and Kahlua Cheesecake is 
an Entertainer’s Delight
Recipe: Mocha Cheesecake
www.lamorindaweekly.com/
archive/issue1012/Mocha-Cheese-
cake.html

Susie can be reached at 

suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found 

on our website: www.

lamorindaweekly.com. If 

you would like to share your 

favorite recipe with Susie 

please contact her by email or 

call our offi  ce at 

(925) 377-0977.
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Family Focus
Reluctant Discipline: A helpful 
approach to a tough subject
By Margie Ryerson

Many parents face the diffi cult 
issue of how to coordinate 

their efforts to discipline their chil-
dren. One parent may tend to be a 
strict disciplinarian, while the other 
may be more lenient. 
 Recently I met with a couple 
who were locked in a pattern of 
good cop/bad cop. “Mandy” was 
the strict one who set rules and 
applied them. “Jeff,” on the other 
hand, preferred to be low-key and 
nonconfrontational with their two 
children. Because they weren’t in 
agreement, their relationship with 
each other suffered. Mandy re-
sented being the one who always 
provided the discipline, while Jeff 
resented the pressure to change 
when he was perfectly happy with 
the way he was.
 When it comes to disciplining 
our children, we are often prod-
ucts of our own childhood family 
environment. Mandy grew up in a 
healthy family atmosphere where 
discipline was neither too strict nor 
too indulgent, what we call an au-
thoritative approach. Her parents 
were in control, but the children 
had a voice and it was a participa-
tory system. Family relationships 
were strong and respectful. 
 Jeff’s family upbringing was 
more on the permissive side. His 
parents were hesitant to take con-
trol, and allowed their children 
a great deal of freedom. Jeff and 
his two brothers didn’t have many 
family meals together, limits on 
screens or a curfew when they 
were older. Jeff felt close to his par-
ents and appreciated their leniency. 
(The only downside for Jeff was 
that his relationship with his broth-
ers was strained. Without their par-
ents’ help resolving confl icts, not 
much got settled. Too often, they 
were left with anger and hostility 
towards each other.)
 In order for Mandy to be able 
to step down from her role of en-

forcer, Jeff needed to agree to get 
involved. He knew he didn’t want 
his two children to be as unregulat-
ed as he and his brothers were, but 
he also didn’t want to come across 
as heavy-handed.
 I introduced the idea of reluc-
tant discipline to them: A parent 
demonstrates with words, tone of 
voice and body language that he re-
ally doesn’t want to have to be in 
the position of having to discipline, 
but unfortunately the child’s behav-
ior has necessitated a consequence. 
 Too often, power struggles, 
resistance, resentment, and anger 
arise when a parent disciplines in 
a strong manner. A parent’s loud, 
angry voice and irate facial ex-
pression coupled with criticisms 
or threats doesn’t tend to produce 
a desirable outcome. True, a child 
will be corrected and disciplined, 
but what is the collateral damage?
 We want to discipline in a man-
ner that shows our children there 
are rules and ways of behaving that 
we expect them to follow. We need 
to be very clear about what we ex-
pect, and to give them a warning 
whenever possible before we im-
plement a consequence. The pur-
pose is to train them to behave in 
certain ways, but also for them to 
want to go along with our program. 
We want cooperation and respect.
 By disciplining reluctantly, a 
parent shows a child that he is not 
taking any satisfaction in having to 
take charge. He is not angry, just 
matter-of-fact or sad because rules 
weren’t followed. It’s important to 
match your tone of voice (compas-
sionate) and your facial expression 
(halfhearted) with your words. You 
want your child to perceive that 
you are always on his side, even 
though sometimes you need to in-
sist on certain rules and behaviors.
 Of course, a parent must fi rst 
be able to suppress his own anger 
at his child’s misdeeds so that he 

can come across sincerely and ef-
fectively. It can help to take some 
time to evaluate the situation and 
fi gure out how to have a measured 
response. You may want to talk 
to your partner or another trusted 
person. You may want to do lots of 
deep breathing! Avoid reacting or 
responding too quickly unless the 
situation calls for a fast correction. 
A toddler who continually defi es 
parental authority or who is in pos-
sible danger needs immediate inter-
vention. A teen who has continually 
ignored an agreement, such as fail-
ing to do dishes or other chores, can 
wait for a parental response. 
 As with acquiring any new 
skill, the more you practice reluc-
tant discipline, the more instinc-
tively you will be able to apply it. 
Since anger begets anger, remov-
ing anger from disciplining enables 
a child to be better able to look at 
his own actions instead of reacting 
to negative parental verbal and/or 
nonverbal messages. 
 Jeff and Mandy were relieved 
to fi nd a system of discipline that 
felt satisfactory for each of them 
and also united them in a common 
approach. Their children benefi ted 
and felt more secure when their 
parents were able to work together 
as a team in this way.

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a mar-
riage and family therapist and au-
thor in Orinda and Walnut Creek. 
Contact her at 925-376-9323 or 
margierye@yahoo.com.

Vintage Madame Alexander dolls 
are on display at Lafayette Library
By Cathy Dausman

A talk with Lauren Tombari 
about her Madame Alexander 

doll collection is a chance to learn a 
bit of history and perhaps uncover a 
Lafayette mystery. 
 Tombari is a great teacher — in 
fact that’s her day job, but she is 
also young enough to have wanted 
American Girl dolls rather than 
dolls made by a company founded 
in 1923. Nevertheless a collector 
she is. 
 Tombari began her love affair 
with the Madam Alexander dolls 
when she noticed them at Lafay-
ette’s Handlebar Toys. She also re-
calls being in awe over a 20-inch 
tall Madame Alexander fashion 
doll (complete with rhinestones) 
she saw at FAO Schwarz Toy Com-
pany in San Francisco. It retailed 
for $700. Expensive? Yes, espe-
cially in 1990s dollars. 
 “It was quite something to see,” 
Tombari said. She did not get that 
doll; instead her grandfather found 
her mother’s Madame Alexander 
doll in his attic and gave it to Tom-
bari as a gift. 
 Madame Alexander herself was 
a female entrepreneur ahead of 
her time. She was born in Brook-
lyn, New York in 1895 and lived 
over her father’s doll repair shop. 

At the onset of World War I she 
began making cloth dolls styled 
as Red Cross nurses. “Madame” 
(a self-appointed title) established 
her company in 1923 and remained 
at its helm for 65 years (www.ma-
damealexander.com). In the 1930s 
the company began modeling dolls 
after famous people — the Dione 
quintuplets, characters from litera-
ture, then-Princess Elizabeth and 
child actress Jane Withers. 
 The doll market boomed dur-
ing post-World War II consumer-
ism. An 8-inch tall Alexander-kin 
doll was introduced in the 1950s; 
it had jointed knees, a plastic face 
and “real saran (plastic) hair.” The 
face was hand painted – savvy col-
lectors can identify different artists 
by the brush strokes – and the eyes, 
“sleep eyes,” usually blue, opened 
and closed as the doll was made to 
stand or recline. The dolls’ atten-
tion-to-detail clothing and myriad 
accessories earned Madame Al-
exander four consecutive Fashion 
Academy Gold Medal Awards be-
ginning in 1951. 
 Tombari’s collection has grown 
since childhood, and by her own 
admission “it is not exactly a cheap 
hobby.” She prefers to view her 
dolls as something of a 3-D art 

collection. When asked how many 
she has, Tombari responds with a 
guess: “Oh gosh, maybe 50? I’ve 
never counted!” It’s easy for her to 
name her “pride and joy”, though – 
a rare 20 inch Cinderella doll, vin-
tage 1955 dressed in a satin gown 
with ostrich feathers and carrying 
an opera fan. 
 “I’ve told my Dad which dolls 
to take if I ever have to leave my 
house,” she said. Who knows how 
many other Madame Alexander 
dolls are tucked away in storage 
across Lamorinda. 
 Moraga resident Peggy Hoff-
man has kept her own collection 
from childhood. Although not an 
active trader, she estimates she 
has 30 dolls, mostly Alexander-kin 
models. “I passed them on to my 
daughter who also enjoyed looking 
at them, but (for now) they reside 
in my attic waiting for the next gen-
eration,” Hoffman said. 
 A portion of Tombari’s collec-
tion is available for viewing at the 
Lafayette Library and Learning 
Center and the Lafayette Historical 
Society. It is at the historical soci-
ety where Tombari sought infor-
mation about a former Madame 
Alexander seamstress who oper-
ated out of a shop along Lafayette’s 
Mt. Diablo Boulevard. Jane Miller 
Company clothes were sold in up-
scale department stores including 
Neiman Marcus, Bullocks Wilshire 
and Marshall Field’s. The woman 
had the misfortune to have such 
a common name that neither staff 
at the Lafayette Historical Society 
nor Martinez Historical Society 
staff could fi nd any record of her. 
Although Miller’s doll clothes live 
on, the woman herself is a mystery 
“lost to history,” Tombari said.
 

Lauren Tombari and friend. Photo Cathy Dausman

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Lamorinda Village 
sponsors managing 
End-of-Life discussions
By John T. Miller

Lamorinda Village’s planned 
simulcast of Dr. Atul Gawa-

nde’s presentation on “The Value 
of Community Choice as We Grow 
Older” last month at the Lafayette-
Orinda Presbyterian Church was 
postponed due to blizzards in the 
Northeast preventing the surgeon 
and author from reaching Boston. 
The event has been rescheduled for 
sometime this summer.
 Dr. Gawande’s simulcast was 
scheduled to originate from the 
Beacon Hill Village. He is the 
author of several books, includ-
ing, most recently, “Being Mortal: 
Medicine and What Matters in the 
End” (2014). The book discusses 
end-of-life choices and challenges 
many traditionally held notions 
about the role of medicine and the 
effect of medical procedures on ter-
minally ill people.
 Lamorinda Village Executive 
Director Anne Ornelas announced 
that the simulcast will be resched-
uled for sometime this summer, but 
a date has not been settled yet.
 Meanwhile, Linda Fodrini-
Johnson, MA, treated local resi-
dents instead to a free seminar on 
preparing for end-of-life decisions. 
Fodrini-Johnson is a Licensed Mar-
riage, Family and Child Counselor, 
a Certifi ed Care Manager and the 
founder of Eldercare Services in 
Walnut Creek. She has contributed 
columns to the Lamorinda Weekly 
in the past.
 Her presentation, “Are Your 
Ducks in a Row?” led the audience 
of nearly 100 participants through 
a series of topics to consider when 
preparing for changes that can oc-
cur later in life, such as memory or 
sensory loss and lack of stamina 
and strength.
 “Quite often we are on a jour-
ney that can include some interde-
pendence before we leave this life,” 
she said. “These conversations 

about end-of-life decisions should 
happen before it is too late, so you 
can fully live until you die.”
 Fodrini-Johnson offered sev-
eral checklists for preparing, in-
cluding legal and medical advice, 
how to stay socially active, tools 
for a long life, and how and where 
to fi nd support. She also provided 
helpful tips for those who are care-
givers to the elderly.
 On March 23, the Diablo Valley 
Villages — comprised of the Clay-
ton Valley, Lamorinda and Walnut 
Creek Villages — will hold their 
bimonthly Lunch’N’Learn pro-
gram at Atria Walnut Creek. The 
topic will be “Tech Talk for Se-
niors” presented by Sharon Beck, 
founder of Mac-Senior.
 Beck is dedicated to helping 
seniors get the most out of their 
iPads, iPhones and Macs, and will 
show how they can stay in touch 
with their families through tech-
nology. The program will run from 
11:30 am to 1:00 pm. Registration 
and luncheon are free, with limited 
seating for 30 participants.
 The Lamorinda Village is a 
nonprofi t organization for members 
55 and older that works to actively 
build a community embracing con-
nections, caring, and choices in 
how members live and thrive.
 The Village movement began in 
2001 at Beacon Hill in Boston with 
a group of residents who wanted 
to receive services and support in 
their homes. It has now evolved 
into a national movement with over 
50 operating Village organizations. 
Hundreds of organizations world-
wide are at various stages of cre-
ating a Village, including ones in 
Clayton Valley and Walnut Creek.
 Those interested in learning 
more about Lamorinda Village 
and their events can email them at 
info@lamorindavillage.org, or call 
925 253-2300.
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Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off  Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 4/30/17. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Offi  ce

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6



Join us for

storytelling, 

music, art, ga
mes  

& TONS of FUN 

- in español
!

         

Spanish Immersion Camps
Week-long day camps
Choose from a variety of kid-friendly themes
Camps include games, arts & crafts, 
science, music, cooking and more!
Option for half or full day, with before and 
after care
Experienced, dynamic teachers

www.vivaelespanol.org  925-962-9177
Pleasanton Mill Valley And schools all over the Bay Area

SUMMER CAMPS 2017
11th Annual Summer Camp Guide

Part 1, Full Day and Overnight Camps    (Part 2, half-day camps,  April 5 2017)

Avid4 Adventure
(Moraga, Oakland, 

Walnut Creek)

This summer, experience the 

power of authentic outdoor 

adventure. Avid4 Adventure’s 

experienced instructors teach 

pre-K – 7th graders of all levels 

to climb, paddle, bike, hike 

and thrive in the outdoors. 

9 - 3 p.m. with before & after 

care with camp locations in 

Oakland, Moraga, Walnut Creek 

and other Bay Area cities.  

Dates: Weekly June 19–Aug. 18  

(800) 977-9873 

www.avid4.com 

Berkeley Rep 
School of Theatre 

(Berkeley)

Discover the art of theater-mak-

ing with professional play-

wrights, directors, and teaching 

artists in a dynamic, four-week 

camp for all levels.  Create an 

original play to be performed 

professionally.  Dates: Summer 

Theatre Intensive for entering 

grades 6-8, June 19 –July 14; 

Summer Theatre Intensive for 

entering grades  9-12, July 15 – 

Aug. 11; Filmmaking & Acting 

Intensive for entering grades 

9-12, July 17 – Aug. 4.

(510) 647-2972  

berkeleyrep.org/summerintensive

Camp Doodles
(Orinda, Berkeley, SF, 

Mill Valley)

After 15 years in Marin and San 

Francisco, Doodle is crossing the 

tunnel and coming to Orinda. 

We are an incubator for kids to 

grow their creative intelligence 

through Making and art. Weekly 

programs are designed around 

themes such as basic engineer-

ing, biomimicry, renewable fuels, 

and the always-popular Play-

scapes carnival. ACA accredited. 

Dates: weekly sessions 

June 26 – Aug 18

(415) 388-4386

www.campdoodles.com

Camp Kefl i

(Lafayette)

Camp Kefl i off ers a wide 

range of programs that are 

appropriate to each age group, 

grades K-8, fi lling 

our two one-week sessions 

with fun. Some programs 

utilize the Temple Isaiah facility 

while others take 

place off  site. We off er creative 

theme days and adventures 

that enrich and delight our 

campers. 

Dates: July 31 - Aug 11  

(925) 284-9191

www.temple-isaiah.org/kefl i

Adventure Day Camp
(Walnut Creek, San Ramon, 

& Alamo) 

A traditional summer day camp 

for children ages 3-15. In a relaxed

atmosphere, children gain confi -

dence and skills in a wide range 

of camp activities including: 

swimming, horseback riding, sail-

ing, skateboarding, woodwork-

ing, science, arts, sports, archery, 

drama, music, rock climbing, 

hiking, overnight camping, and 

camp games.  Home transporta-

tion is available from most areas.

Dates: June 11–Aug.18   

(925) 937-6500

www.adventuredaycamp.com

Camp Awesome

(Lafayette)

Camp Awesome is a fun, 

fl exible and aff ordable, 11 

weeks of summer, day camp (9 

a.m. to 2 p.m.). Early care (7:30 

a.m.), aftercare (2 to 5 p.m.), 

by the week, drop-in, sports, 

games, crafts, Games2U (laser 

tag, hamster ball, video games 

twice a week), magicians, 

jugglers, friends – a summer 

full of memories!

Dates: June - August

(925) 284-2232

www.LafayetteRec.org

Camp Hacienda

(Moraga)

Moraga Parks and Recreation 

presents Camp Hacienda, a 

day camp for children ages 

5-10 that will incorporate 

sports, games, crafts and lots of 

other fun activities in the safe, 

secluded environment of the 

Hacienda de las Flores! 

Extended care also available.

Dates: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 

June 19 - Aug. 11, 

Extended care: 7:30 to 9 a.m. 

and 3 to 6 p.m.

(925) 888-7045

www.moragarec.com

Camp Orinda

(Orinda)

This camp for ages 6-12 off ers 

one adventure after another. 

It includes games, arts, crafts, 

hiking, skits, sports, and 

twice-weekly fi eld trips to 

such places as Waterworld, 

Lawrence Hall of Science, 

the Exploratorium and the 

Oakland Zoo.

Full day and extended-care 

options available. 

Dates: June 12-Aug. 4

(925) 254-2445

www.cityoforinda.org

Get ready for summer!
 It may only be March, and the rain is clouding our lives, but summer is just around the corner. 
And with summer comes the wonderful opportunity for our children to experience summer 
camps. In this issue of the Lamorinda Weekly, we kick off our annual guide to summer activities 
and programs in and around Lamorinda, featuring full daycamps and overnight camps. Look for 
our listing of half-day camps and programs coming in April.
 Get your children ready to have the summer of their dreams!
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www.orionacademy.org  350 Rheem Blvd. Moraga, CA                       f 

This summer, 
experience
authentic
outdoor
adventure.

Save $15 per session   ENTER CODE: LAMORINDA

 
www.avid4.com  | 800.977.9873

adventure camps pre-K – 7th grades 
California Locations:
Moraga • Walnut Creek • Oakland • Campbell • Mill Valley
Palo Alto • Saratoga • Santa Cruz 

Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp 
Located at the Lafayette Reservoir 

roughingit.com/visit
925.283.3795

� celebrating �

45YEARS

 
 

THE WRITING STUDIO
Where Words Come to Life

Join CAMP YOUNG WRITERS this summer as your children enter 
a world of CREATIVE NARRATIVE and ABSORBING ESSAY-BASED 
WRITING PROJECTS. Through grade appropriate classes and 
one-on- one sessions, students learn proper sentence structure, 

words, correct grammar, usage, and so much more. 

CAMP YOUNG WRITERS is open to students in grades 3-12 who 

June 12-30 and July 10-August 4

.

June 12-30July 10-August 4

Lafayette Summer 
Music Jazz Workshop 

(Lafayette)

This weeklong music 

workshop provides an 

intimate and inspiring 

environment for learning 

and playing jazz. Students, 

ages 11 to 80-years old, 

receive master classes, 

improvisation workshops and 

jazz combos led by some of 

the preeminent, professional 

musicians in the fi eld.

Dates: One week only, July 30 

to Aug. 4.

www.lafsmw.org

Randy Bennett 
Basketball Camps

(Moraga)

The Randy Bennett Day Camps 

held at Saint Mary’s McKeon 

Pavilion are a great way for 

boys and girls ages 4-13 to 

receive top-class instruction 

on every aspect of the game. 

Throughout the week Coach 

Bennett will lead instruction 

on every aspect of the game.

Morning, afternoon and full 

day options available.

Dates: June 6 - July 14

smcmensbasketballcamps.com

The Crucible Youth 
Summer Camps

(Oakland)

Kids can explore a wide range 

of arts—blacksmithing, glass 

blowing, ceramics, jewelry, 

neon, welding and robotics—

all under one roof. Week-long 

youth camps, for ages 8+, let 

imaginations soar while teach-

ing hands-on skills overlapping 

science, technology, engineer-

ing, art, and math. Morning 

and afternoon camps with 

after care available.

Dates: Weekly sessions

June 19 – Aug. 4

www.thecrucible.org/youth-camps

Orion Academy Summer 
Adventures for Teens 

with Asperger’s   (Moraga)

Orion’s popular summer 

sessions were developed and 

are run by Orion faculty to 

improve the social skills of 

teens with Asperger’s in a fun 

and supportive environment 

for ages 12-16. Find common 

interests while learning to 

paddle board, geocache, 

navigate a ropes course and 

hike with llamas. 

Dates: July 17- 21, July 24- 27  

(925) 377-0789

www.orionacademy.org 

Roughing It Day Camp

(Lafayette)

Roughing It is a traditional all 

outdoors summer day camp for 

children aged Pre-K - 16 at the 

Lafayette Reservoir.  Activities 

include horseback riding, 

swimming, fi shing, canoeing, 

kayaking and other adventures.  

Free transportation and home 

pick up from the Lamorinda 

area.  Free extended care is 

available too.

Dates: June - August

(925) 283-3795

www.roughingit.com

iD Tech Camps

(Moraga)

Students ages 6-18 can learn 

to code apps, design video 

games, mod Minecraft, 

assemble laptops, discover 

cyber security, engineer robots, 

create websites, 3D-print 

models, and much more! 

Campers are taught in small 

groups of just 8 students per 

instructor—guaranteed—for 

personalized instruction every 

time.      

Dates: June 12–Aug. 25 

1-888-709-8324

www.iDTech.com

SUMMER CAMPS 2017
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TheCrucible.org/youth-camps

The Crucible is the only place where youth can explore such a wide range 
of arts under one roof: blacksmithing, glass blowing, ceramics, jewelry, 
neon, welding, robotics, and more. Our weeklong camps, for ages 8+, let 
imaginations soar while teaching hands-on skills overlapping science, 

media, try new industrial arts techniques, and design and complete 
projects, while connecting with creative mentors and new friends. 

Get Creative!
BLACKSMITHING • CERAMICS • WELDING • GLASS BLOWING 

ROBOTS & KINETICS • WOOD CARVING • BIKE SHOP 
LEATHER • ENAMELING • JEWELRY • NEON • AND MORE

Six 1-week sessions
JUNE 19–AUGUST 4

SUMMER INTENSIVE 
Bring on the heat!  
Bring on the heat!  

berkeleyrep.org/summerintensive   
F I N A N C I A L A I D AVA I L A B LE

SUMMER THEATRE INTENSIVE
GRADES 6–8 • JUNE 19–JULY 14
GRADES 9–12 • JULY 18–AUGUST 11

FILMMAKING AND ACTING INTENSIVE
GRADES 9–12 • JULY 17–AUGUST 4

REGISTER  TODAY!

Sienna Ranch

(Lafayette)

Camp choices at Lamorinda’s 

own ranch camp include morn-

ing Farm Hands and Nature and 

Horseback Riding camps as well 

as afternoon pottery, woodshop, 

archery, art and animals, horses 

and more. Serving campers 

entering grades PreK-8 with 

select teen programming, Sienna 

Ranch off ers week-long, full-day 

or half-day camp options. 

Dates: various dates and times 

available

(925) 283-6311

www.siennaranch.net

Saklan School

(Moraga)

Summer @ Saklan provides cul-

ture, language and summer fun 

for ages 3-11.  Mornings on cam-

pus are fi lled with enrichment 

in Mandarin, French, Japanese, 

Spanish and Italian.  Afternoons 

are packed with summer fun, 

including fi eld trips, swimming, 

art & music.  Three-week sessions 

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.. Full or half 

days, with extended care avail-

able.  Early enrollment discount 

through April 1.

Dates: June 12 – Aug. 11

(925) 376-7900 

www.saklan.org

Summer ART Camp: 
Planet Earth 

(Lafayette)

Let your artists experiment 

with a variety of media and 

projects while gaining a 

deeper appreciation for the 

environment of our planet. 

Artists will immerse themselves 

in three-dimensional work 

and gain experience with 

sketching, drawing, pastels, 

canvas painting, silk painting, 

ceramics, and creating 

collaborative artwork. 

(925) 299-1515    

www.theart-room.com

Spanish Immersion 
Summer Camps with Viva el 

Español     (Lafayette)

Learn or improve Spanish 

language skills through 

games, music, arts & crafts, 

and cooking. During each 

week-long camp students 

learn vocabulary related to 

a specifi c kid-friendly theme 

such as Wondrous Outdoors 

at the Reservoir or Secret 

Formula “Laboratorio.” Full Day 

9 a.m.- 3 p.m.  Before/after-care 

available. Half-day options are 

available too.

(925) 962-9177

www.vivaelespanol.org

Sewnow! Fashion Design

(Lafayette)

Have a blast, learn to design, sew, 

and illustrate like a pro and walk 

away with unique personalized 

fashion items. Camps include 

fashionkit patterns and digital 

instructions, fabrics, notions, 

custom embroidery, and par-

ticipation in our end-of-sum-

mer fashion show. One-week, 

half-day and full-day camps 

for juniors (second and third 

grade), kids, and teens. 

Dates: June-August

(925) 283-7396

www.sewnow.com

Summer Shakespeare 
Conservatories 
(Orinda, Oakland)

Give your child the skills and 

memories of a lifetime! Two-week 

and four-week sessions foster self-

expression and artistic discipline, 

engaging students in theater-

making. Students work to create 

a live performance while learning 

stage combat, physical comedy, 

vocal studies, and more.
Dates: June 19-July 14; July 17-July 

28, (Orinda); June 26-July 21, July 

24-Aug. 4 (Oakland)

Orinda Academy, Orinda; Oakland 

School for the Arts, Oakland

(510) 809-3293
www.calshakes.org/conservatory

EXPLORE THE WORLD OF ART THIS SUMMER!

June 12- Aug 25  |  Week-long camps
Morning: 9-noon  |  Afternoon: 2-5 |  Full Day: 9-5  |  $250 per week* 

• Sketching, drawing, pastels, canvas painting, 
    silk painting, ceramics
• A variety of media and projects
• Students connect to the world around them
• Focus on endangered species, glaciers, and 
     life on land and under the sea
• Three-dimensional work

*(cost for morning or afternoon, not both)
91 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette  |  925-299-1515  |  theart-room.com

Learn to Row Crew! 
Our summer program is designed to provide an 
enjoyable but very real introduction to the great 
sport of rowing. We use these introductory camps 
as a recruiting program for all of our rowing teams. 
They provide excellent training for beginning rowers 
in rowing technique, teamwork, physical fitness and 
endurance. Within a week rowers will gain enough 
skill to row their first race on the Oakland Estuary, 
which is guaranteed to be an exciting experience 
one way or another!

One Week Introductory Sessions (9 am – 12 am)

 
 have completed a prior one week introductory 
 session or our middle school program

Ideal for students entering 

Learn More & Sign Up!
www.oaklandstrokes.org

Oakland Strokes
Summer Rowing Camps 
Rowing Camps for Boys and Girls Ages 12 – 17

One Week Introductory Sessions 

Our summer program is designed to provide an enjoyable 
but very real introduction to the great sport of rowing. 
We use these introductory camps as a recruiting program 
for all of our rowing teams. They provide excellent 
training for beginning rowers in rowing technique, 
teamwork, physical fi tness and endurance. Within a week 
rowers will gain enough experience to compete in their 
very fi rst race, an exciting experience for all! Classes now 
available on the San Pablo Reservoir or Oakland Estuary.

(8:30 - 11:30am)

June 12th - 16th (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
June 19th - 23rd (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
June 26th - 30th (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
July 10th - 14th (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
July 17th - 21st (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
July 24th - 28th (Intermediate* 10:30am - 1:30pm)
*Intermediate sessions available to athletes who have completed a 
  prior one week introductory session or our middle school program

SUMMER CAMPS 2017

l
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FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

or download registration form at campofootball.com

DATES: July 10 thru July 21 (M – F) TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:  $350 (T-shirt included)

EST.                  1996

Modern, six-lane competition pool with diving board and play area

Top-ranked swim team

Four tennis courts

Year-round USTA adult teams & junior tennis programs

On-site kitchen serving food during the summer

Newly-renovated, air-conditioned clubhouse

Dolphin Days swim/tennis program for 5-10 year olds

Play structure with monkey bars and slide

JOIN US TODAY!

SWIM. TENNIS. SUMMER FUN.

For more information, contact:
membership@meadowswimandtennis.com

20 Heather Lane, Orinda
www.gomeadow.com

Marin Ranch Camp

(Petaluma)

Hosted by Walker Creek Ranch 

and the Marin County Offi  ce 

of Education. Traditional camp 

activities like canoeing, archery 

and sitting around the campfi re 

roasting s’mores. Our well-

trained team of counselors 

creates a nurturing environment 

where campers feel safe to step 

outside of their comfort zone, 

challenge themselves with new 

adventures and make new friends.

Dates: Aug. 8 – Aug. 17

(415) 930-4649

www.marinranchcamp.org

Aspen Network 
Team Camp

 (Sierra Nevada Mountains)

Teens and young adults with 

social diff erences that include 

anxiety, spectrum behaviors, 

OCD, ADHD or Non-verbal 

Learning Disorder have 

discovered a safe space at our 

camp located in the beautiful 

Sierra Nevada Mountains of 

Northern California. Activities 

include river rafting, sailing 

on Lake Tahoe, backpacking, 

hiking and campfi res.

Dates: July 5-19

(925) 262-3135

www.aspennetwork.net

Avid4 Adventure
Overnight 

(Rocky Mountains, Colorado)

First–12th graders take on a 

range of adventure sports—

rock climbing, mountain 

biking, canoeing, kayaking, 

stand-up paddleboarding—

and strike out on eye-opening, 

character-building overnight 

expeditions.  An immersive 

experience that makes a deep 

imprint on kids and teens, 

leaving them with lasting 

skills and new reserves of 

confi dence.   

(800) 977-9873

www.avid4.com

Lorne Smith Lacrosse 
Camps (Lake Tahoe,
University of Oregon)

3x NCAA Champion 

(Princeton’99), 3x All-

American, former Stanford 

Coach, Baltimore Hall of 

Fame, and Lafayette resident 

Lorne Smith off ers overnight 

camps (with day option) for 

boys ages 12-18. 

Dates: University of Oregon, 

July 9-13.

Lake Tahoe, 

July 16-20 (High school only, 

rising freshmen okay)

www.lornesmithlacrosse.com

The Randy Bennett 
High Potential Camp

(Moraga)

The Randy Bennett High 

Potential Camp is designed 

for boys entering 6th-12th 

grades who would like to 

achieve at the highest levels of 

basketball. Coach Bennett and 

his staff  personally direct this 

overnight camp as they coach 

each participant as if he were a 

player at Saint Mary’s College. 

Each athlete will participate 

in daily competitions, skill 

development, and scrimmages.

Dates: Aug. 1-3

smcmensbasketballcamps.com

Programs include: Living Community, Groups, Summer Camp 
and Weekend Programs 

www.AspenNetwork.net 
Tel: (925) 262-3135

Summer Camp July 5-19 
Aspen network is an exciting program for youth 
and young adults with social differences, which 

includes a great summer camp.

Located in the beautiful Lake Tahoe area

• Social skills
• Physical activity and endurance
• Self-determination
• Leadership skills
• Friendships and camaraderie
• Meeting challenges and personal goals
• Making smart decisions

Aspen network programs include: Living Community, Groups, 
Summer Camp and Weekend Programs

Amazing Summer Math Camps
- The Wide World of Sports Statistics

Play sports and calculate your statistics
- Conquer Common Core Math 

Clarify/review current year's math and prepare for the next
- Classes to Attack Algebra

Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to 
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures

- Get a Jump on Geometry:

A fun, hands on class for high school students

**** Warning – These classes might trick students 
into believing that math is fun ****

Classes taught by teacher & experienced
math instructor, Michael Adler

To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor 

who is fun? 

Individual/small group

summer or year round

tutoring available

m.adler@sbcglobal.net
Michael Adler

If you have further questions feel free to

contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net

Overnight SUMMER CAMPS 2017

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid advertising. Our intent 
is to provide a useful reference guide.  In the event we have inadvertently printed 
misinformation, please let us know. LW is not liable for errors or omissions.

Did we miss your 
favorite camp?

On April 5 we will list all half-
day camps and classes. 

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda 
and advertise with us.  

Call (925) 377-0977 or email 
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.

h

h

Thank you 
Advertisers!
Lamorinda 

Weekly.
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Campolindo Junior Katherine Ginley is 
this year’s Girls State Representative.

 The American Legion Auxilary runs the 
Girls and Boys State program and chooses 
500 girls and 500 boys from California to 
represent the program each year. For 75 
years, these programs have taught teenagers 
the structure and responsibility of govern-
ment. Boys and Girls State is known for pro-
ducing U.S. Presidents such as the Bushes 
and Bill Clinton. 
 Girls and Boys State is essentially a week 
of participating as self-governing citizens 
while campaigning to get higher positions. 
Ginley says she hopes to win the Supreme 
Court Justice position, although the one who 
wins the position of State Governor gets to 
proceed to Girls National in Washington D.C 
and meet with either the President or mem-
bers of Congress.
 Campolindo’s Boys State will be repre-
sented by junior Kyle Davis.
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Submit stories to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Garden Club learns to color seasons
Submitted by Karin Biasotti 

Members and guests, 
at the Moraga Gar-

den Club’s February meeting 
were treated to a presentation 
by Laurie Callaway of Laurie 
Callaway Garden Designs. Her 
topic was, “Secrets of a Four 
Season Garden.” She revealed 
how gardens can be colorful 
and beautiful throughout the 
year, and not just the spring 
and summer seasons.

2017 National Charity 
League Class honored
Submitted by Laurie Dunn

Front, from left, Jessica Carlin, Julia Mueller, Caroline Clark, Mia Carvotta, Madison Stuart, 

Marla Wong, Meghan Nuti, Olivia Lindgren; Middle, from left,  Isabel Kirke, Sara Lemelin, 

Lauren Ladrech, Katharine Larson; Back, from left, Paris Thomas, Sarah Ryles, Katherine Dunn, 

Caroline Sernett, Lindsay Dunn, Jenna Sposato, Shelby Bocks, Justine Bon, Morgan Rogers, 

Caroline Phipps

Members of the National Charity 
League, Acalanes Chapter, Class of 

2017, were honored for six years of leader-
ship and service to our community at their 
Senior Celebration held on Feb, 11 at the 
Diablo Country Club. The National Charity 

League is a mother-daughter philanthropic 
organization committed to community ser-
vice, leadership development and cultural 
experiences. Over their six years, the class of 
2017 volunteered over 5,000 hours with 28 
non-profi t organizations across the East Bay.

2017 Poul Anderson Writing 
Contest launches in Orinda
Submitted by Julie Rossiter

The Friends of the Orinda Library an-
nounces the 2017’s Poul Anderson Cre-

ative Writing Contest, open to all students 
who reside or attend high school in Orinda. 
 Entry Categories are Science Fiction/
Fantasy, Essay/Memoir/Biography, Poetry 
and Short Story.  Students may submit one 
entry in any of the four categories for a total 
of not more than three entries.  Submission 
deadline is Friday, April 21st at noon.
 Entries are evaluated by a panel of lo-
cal judges who are involved professionally 
in reading, writing or publishing. Up to four 

winners will each be awarded $250 prizes at 
the close of this school year, underwritten by 
the Friends of the Orinda Library.
 The contest is named in honor of the late 
Poul Anderson, a popular science-fi ction 
writer and Orinda resident, who was a true 
friend to the community for 40 years.
 Entries should be submitted to individ-
ual school representatives or at the Orinda 
Library. For additional information go to: 
www.friendsoftheorindalibrary.org or email 
Julie Rossiter at jjrossiter@me.com.

Saklan students donate to 
All-access playground
Submitted by Gary Irwin

Saklan students display All-access Playground poster.  From left, Head of School Peter Metzger, 

students Mikayla Perrin, Sadie Zippin, and Nikko Choi, and Moraga Rotary President Kevin Reneau.

Saklan School students held a baked 
goods and hot chocolate sale to raise 

$780 to donate to the Lamorinda All-access 
Playground, to be built at the Moraga Com-
mons. The Saklan Student Council picked 
this project for the students to support as 
their contribution to the community, accord-
ing to Peter Metzger, the Head of School. 
The check was recently presented to Moraga 
Rotary President Kevin Reneau at a school 
assembly, who remarked that the broad sup-

port from the Lamorinda community made 
him very optimistic that construction could 
begin in the fall. 
 This project is sponsored by Rotary Club 
of Moraga to commemorate its 50th anniver-
sary in June. The playground will provide 
exercise equipment for both able-bodied and 
special needs children, and will be promoted 
to special needs groups throughout the East 
Bay.  

Campo’s Girls and Boys State 
representatives chosen
Submitted by Kate Ginley

Katherine Ginley Photo provided

From left, Moraga Garden Club 

member Joyce McClellan, guest 

speaker Laurie Calloway and 

Linda Foley, president. 

Photo provided

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories From Our 
Last Issue:

- MOFD director threatens to resign over fi nancials
- Battering storms ravage Lamorinda
- ConFire rolling out new station signage
- Lafayette residents balk over costs to repair curbs and gutters
- Review: ‘The Salesman’ is profound and universal
- Transformative Buddhism: A way of life for several Lamorindans
- Main Street America Comes to Assess Orindas main streets
- Moraga challenges EBMUD in year-old landslide incident
- Noise now permitted at Lafayette swimming pool
- College fi nancial aid awards and scholarships - getting your best offer
If you wish to view any of the stories above go to www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the 
link below the story.

St. Monica’s students donate to VESTIA 
Submitted by Eric Moon

St. Monica’s fi fth-grade basketball team stand by items they collected for the county’s 

homeless.                        Photo Eric Moon

In January, St. Monica’s fi fth-grade Amer-
ican Boys Basketball team organized a 

sock and sleeping-bag drive in conjunction 
with Volunteer Emergency Services Team 
in Action (VESTIA). After collecting items 

from members of the community, the boys 
were able to donate 12 sleeping bags and 102 
pairs of socks to VESTIA, which will dis-
tribute these items to Contra Costa County’s 
homeless population.
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Not to be missed Not to be missed

OORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

ART

IRAN|USA, an original exhibition 
organized by the Saint Mary’s Col-
lege Museum of Art, presents a pro-
gram of compelling video art and 
prints by artist and faculty member 
Peter Freund through May 28. The 
multi-language exhibit re-envisions 
key moments in the politically 
charged history of the two countries 
through the lens of an experimental 
artist. The museum is located on 
campus, 1928 St. Mary’s Road in 
Moraga and is open from 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday; $5 
admission.

The Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery 
presents Side x Side, an exhibit fea-
turing the paintings of James Koski-
nas and Julie Schumer through 
April 15. They both work in acrylic 
and tend towards a painting style 
of large scale abstract expression-
ism and fi gurative. There will be an 
opening reception with a talk and 
fi lm preview at 6 p.m. on March 9. 
3620 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. 
www.jenniferperlmuttergallery.
com.

The City of Lafayette Public Art 
Committee invites the public to 
attend a welcome reception for its 
newest art exhibit Use Less or Use-
less, featuring local photographer 
Melissa Moehle. The exhibit will 
run through March 20 at the Lafay-
ette Library and Learning Center, 
Library Gallery in the Community 
Hall.

The Diablo Fine Arts Gallery 
presents Travels with an Artist, a 
new show featuring three guest art-
ists whose travels have defi ned their 
art and their passions. In addition to 
these wonderful guest artists, the 16 
member artists of the Gallery will 
be giving a glimpse of special ways 
that they combine their travels and 
their art. The show runs through  
April 1, with a reception from 4 to 
6 p.m. on March 11.

MUSIC

There will be a Wine & Tapas Film 
Night & Fundraiser featuring “Be-
fore the Flood” from 6:30-9 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 16, at Our Sav-
ior’s Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol 
Lane, Lafayette. Start the evening 
with shared wine and tapas and then 
watch Leonardo DiCaprio on a jour-
ney to fi ve continents and the arctic 
to witness climate change fi rsthand. 
With unprecedented access to scien-
tists, political leaders, and thought 
leaders, DiCaprio shares a riveting 
account of the changes now occur-
ring as well as the actions we can 
take to prevent the disruption of life 
on the planet. All donations collect-
ed ($5 suggested) will go towards 
the host church going “Deep Green” 
(100 percent renewable electricity). 
Co-hosted by Sustainable Lafayette 
and Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.

Diablo Choral Artists presents a 
choral concert of music by Dvor-
ják, Schubert and Bruckner, featur-
ing Dvorják’s “Mass in D Major.” 
The concert will play at 8 p.m. on 
March 17 at Walnut Creek United 
Methodist Church, 1543 Sunnyvale 
Ave, Walnut Creek, and at 3 p.m. 
on March 19 at St. Andrew’s Pres-
byterian Church, 1601 Mary Drive, 
Pleasant Hill. Details and ticket pur-
chase on website: www.dcachorus.
org, (925) 680-7089, info@dcacho-
rus.org

Diablo Ballet will celebrate its 
23rd Anniversary with a special 
one-night only performance at 6:30 
p.m. on March 23 at the Lesher 
Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek. 
The celebration will feature stun-
ning works from the Company’s 23-
year history. Tickets are $33-$59. 
For tickets, call (925) 943-SHOW 
(7469) or visit www.lesherartscen-
ter.org or www.diabloballet.org.

Experience a lovely musical of-
fering of arias by Verdi, Schubert, 
Handel and more performed by the 
much-acclaimed “Opera Scouts” 
young artists of San Francisco Op-
era Guild, 4:30 p.m. Sunday March 
26 at Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox 
Church in Moraga. Enjoy a deli-

cious buffet supper and wine. Tick-
ets $45.00. Reservations through 
Ana Zimmank of Coldwell Banker 
925-640-6008; Ana.Zimmank@
camoves.com

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre Company 
presents “Smokey Joe’s Café,” 
directed by Lauren Rosi through 
March 25. With music such as “Poi-
son Ivy,” “Charlie Brown,” “On 
Broadway,” “Stand By Me” and 
many more. 3535 School Street, 
Lafayette.  (925) 283-1557. Show 
times and ticket information is 
available at the box offi ce or online 
at www.townhalltheatre.com. See 
story page B1.

Campolindo High School Pres-
ents “Beauty and the Beast.” Fol-
low the “tale as old as time” as the 
Beast encounters Belle and races 
to break the spell and return to his 
former self with the help of his 
enchanted household characters. 
The show will run from March 17 
through March 26 at Campolindo 
High School, 300 Moraga Road, 
Moraga. For info on show times and 
ticket prices, visit http://www.cam-
pochoir.com/ticketing/

LECTURE & LITERATURE

The Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice 
center is hosting a Center Monthly 
Forum Event, An Evening with 
Budd MacKenzie, with a potluck at 
6 p.m. and the presentation at 7 p.m. 
on March 16 in the Owl Room of 
the Mount Diablo Unitarian Univer-
salist Church at 55 Eckley Lane in 
Walnut Creek. MacKenzie is a resi-
dent of Lafayette, a peace and edu-
cation activist and founder of Trust 
in Education. He will be speak-
ing on his autobiography: “Off the 
Couch, Into the War for Hearts and 
Minds.” Tickets are $10 in advance 
and $15 at the door, free for students 
and half price for MDPJC members. 
To purchase tickets go to www.our-
peacecenter.org . (925) 933-7850. 

Orinda Library Writers Group 
meets from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 21, in the Orinda 
Library Study Room A. Meet with 
a friendly and supportive group of 
beginning writers to motivate, pro-
vide feedback, and inspire one an-
other. The group meets every other 
Tuesday.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Lamorinda Arts Council is host-
ing its 14th Annual High School 
Visual Arts Competition through 
March 30 at the Orinda Library 
Art Gallery. This annual exhibition 
provides the community a won-
derful opportunity to view a wide 
range of creative, original work by 
local students and recognizes the 
region’s dedicated high school art 
teachers. The competition is open 
to ninth through 12th-grade stu-
dents living in or attending public 
or private high schools in Orinda, 
Lafayette and Moraga. The com-
petition is also open to all students 
who attend the Acalanes Union 
High School District schools, in-
cluding Acalanes, Campolindo, 
Las Lomas, and Miramonte High 
Schools, regardless of residence. 
The registration form as well as the 
full details of the competition can 
be found at www.lamorindaarts.
org/vac.

The Friends of the Lafayette 
Library and Learning Center is 
sponsoring a Bookmark Contest 
and invites all Lafayette students 
grades K-8 to enter their original art 
work. The entry forms are available 
at the Lafayette Library main desk, 
the Friends Corner Book Shop and 
at school libraries in the Lafayette 
School District and St. Perpetua 
School. The entry deadline is Fri-
day, March 10. For more informa-
tion contact Kay Pekrul:kae865@
hotmail.com.

Celebrate Teen Tech Week at the 
Orinda Library, “Be the Source of 
Change” 4 to 5 p.m. through March 
11. Drop by your library to learn 
about all the great digital resources 
available to help you make a posi-

tive change in life and community. 
Activities, giveaways and more. 
Open to all teens 13 – 18 years old.

ACT Free Practice Test by the 
Princeton Review: 10:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 18 in 
the Orinda Library Garden Room. 
Get realistic practice and receive a 
personalized score report pinpoint-
ing strengths and weaknesses. Reg-
istration required. Sign up at (510) 
295-0002 or visit www.princetonre-
view.com/product/offerings/334922

SPEAK is a program for high 
school students developed in re-
sponse to issues they are facing: 
stress, relationships, partying, sexu-
ality, and mental health. Ninth-12th 
graders will have a safe space to 
speak their truth about their expe-
riences and will be equipped with 
resources and decision making 
strategies. An adult program offers 
the opportunity for sharing of con-
cerns and strategies to address these 
issues. The program runs from 4 to 
6 p.m. on Sundays through March 
26 at Orinda Community Church, 
www.speak2016.eventbrite.com or 
Kelsey: SPEAKlamorinda@gmail.
com

Calling All Teenage Bands! Reg-
ister Your Band Now for the sec-
ondnd Annual Rock Band Show-
case at the Lafayette Community 
Center! The bands will play at 7:30 
p.m. on April 14. Register at www.
abrighterday.info

OTHER

International Speaker Dr. Bobbie 
Preston, chief operations offi cer, 
for “No One Left Behind: Local 
Residents Help Refugees Resettle,” 
a presentation of the American As-
sociation of University Women—
Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette Branch 
at 9:30 a.m. on March 21 at Orinda 
Community Church, 10 Irwin Way.

Free Tax Preperation for the 
2017 tax season is available from 
AARP’s Tax-Aide and United 
Way’s Earn It, Keep It, Save It 
(EKS) programs. All tax preparers 
are trained and certifi ed by the IRS. 
While both programs serve taxpay-
ers of any age, Tax-Aide does not 
have an income limit in whom they 
can serve but EKS can only serve 
individuals whose incomes do not 
exceed $50,000. For general infor-
mation and other site locations, call 
(925) 726-3199. For information on 
EKS sites call 2-1-1 or visit www.
earnitkeepitsaveit.org.

Join the Lamorinda Democratic 
Club Panel Discussion to Take Ac-
tion on Climate Change from 7 to 
9 p.m. on March 9 at the Lafayette 
Library and Learning Center. Free 
for members. $5 for non-members. 
www.ldclub.com

Learn the art of making Pysanky, 
or Ukrainian Easter Eggs, decorat-
ed using a wax-resist and dye meth-
od in a three-hour workshop led by 
local folk art teacher, Evie Michon. 
Classes are from 9 a.m. to noon on 
March 10. You may attend either or 
both sessions at $20/session. Class 
sizes limited to 20 persons/session. 
Hosted by Holy Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 433 Moraga Way, Orinda. 
All profi ts will be donated to the 
Moraga Rotary in support of their 
All-access Playground Project for 
Moraga Commons. Register holy-
shepherd.org/Upcomingevents/
Pysanky.

Come celebrate diversity and pro-
mote our unity at Soul Food Lam-
orinda from 2 to 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 12 at the Intercultural Center 
at St Mary’s College. Soul Food 
Lamorinda is a free Baha’i-inspired 
program which combines an audio-
visual presentation with readings 
from various faiths, philosophers 
and leaders, reminding us of the 
oneness of humanity. This month’s 
program, “Ode to Giving,” will ex-
plore how the simple act of giving 
can spiritually nourish those who 
give, and those who receive. Free 
and open to everyone. For more 
info: www.meetup.com/Soul-Food-
Lamorinda/.
 ... continued on next page

10 Moraga Valley Lane | www.mvpctoday.org | 925.376.4800

Sunday Mornings at 9:30am

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation

5pm New Youth Group!
We Love God, Love Others & Serve the World
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“Logan” is rated R and Director James 
Mangold (“Walk the Line,” “The Wol-

verine,” “Girl Interrupted”) sets the tone with 
the fi rst word spoken in the fi lm. 
 “Logan,” the second R-rated superhero fi lm 
from Hollywood (“Deadpool” in 2016 was the 
fi rst), is the end for the Wolverine franchise. At 
least that is what Hollywood is making us all 
believe. But we know all too well about the box-
offi ce numbers. Logan is rated R due to brutal, 
graphic violence, strong language throughout 
the movie and brief nudity. It is recommended 
that parents see the fi lm before just letting your 
child attend the movie. It is not your typical su-
perhero fi lm. 
 Now that we have cleared the air, “Logan” 
is set in the future in 2029; in a world that has 
seen no new mutants for over 15 years. Logan 
(Hugh Jackman) is now going by his birth name 
James Howlett and is trying to live a low-key 
life as a limo driver in Texas. After driving 
across the Mexican border, Logan fi nds himself 
at an abandoned facility where he and a mutant, 
Calidan (Stephen Merchant) care for the ailing 

Professor Charles Xavier (Patrick Stewart). Lo-
gan’s plan was to retire at a scenic ocean view 
while caring for Xavier. But as with all super-
hero fi lms, no plan is set in stone. Enter Laura 
(Dafne Keen) a young girl with powers equal to 
Logan’s. He goes on the run from the military as 
he realizes his sole purpose in life is to protect 
Laura.
 “Logan” is an exceptional fi lm with one of 
the best storylines and script of any superhero 
movie of the past. This movie is not for every-
one because of the graphic, brutal fi ght scenes. 
Please parents, preview the movie before letting 
your young ones see it! “Logan” has a TRT (to-
tal running time) of 2 hours and 17 minutes. 
4 Slates

Upcoming events at the Lamorinda 
Theatres:

Orinda Theatre Events
Free Movie Night at the Orinda: 7 p.m. 
March 9, “Sunset Boulevard.” 
Starring Gloria Swanson and William Holden, 
this black and white fi lm will be stunning on 
the big screen in the Orinda Theatre – the way 
Wilder intended the fi lm to be seen – in a movie 
palace.           

Rheem Theatre
Live Music at the Rheem — Greatest Songs 
from Disney Movies: 7 p.m. March 11.  
Patti Liedecker returns to the Rheem Theatre 
with a concert of favorite Disney songs played 
on the beautiful baby grand piano. The evening 
will include a video presentation and lecture by 
Derek Zemrak. The Moraga Community Foun-
dation is sponsoring this event. Admission $15
Larry Swindell’s Classic Films return to the 
Rheem Theatre at 2 p.m. March 15 with “The 
Woman in the Window.” When a conservative 
middle-aged professor engages in a minor dal-
liance with a femme fatale, he is plunged into 
a nightmarish quicksand of blackmail and mur-
der. Starring Edward G. Robinson, Joan Ben-
nett and Raymond Massey. Admission $7

Not to be missed Not to be missed Not to be missed
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Film Clips
Is ‘Logan’ a farewell to Wolverine?
By Derek Zemrak

Service Clubs Announcements

OTHER ... continued

Purim in the Orient from 5 to 
7:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 12 at 
1375 Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. Fea-
turing interactive Megillah reading, 
authentic Oriental cuisine, music, 
Mishalach Manot, Oriental mas-
querade, Chinese acrobat show and 
more. Cost: $10, Family $36. www.
jewishcontracosta.com (925) 937-
4101. 

Come to a Purim Celebration at 
5 p.m. on March 12 at the Lafay-
ette Library and Learning Center. 
Featuring Chinese dinner buffet, ac-
robat show, games, music, and mas-
querade party. Free. RSVP www.
chabadofl amorinda.com/purim or 
call (925) 384-7242

The Persian Center presents Per-
sian New Year Festiva from 6 to 
10 p.m. on Tuesday, March 14 at 
Durant Avenue, 2029 Durant Ave., 
Berkeley. Jump over bonfi res to 
shake off the darkness of winter; 
welcome the lightness of spring. 
Persian music, dancing, food, crafts, 
kid activities. Free. For more info 
see www.anotherbullwinkelshow.
com/persian-fest/, call (510) 548-
5335 or email Lisa@AnotherBull-
winkelShow.com.

The Moraga Valley Kiwanis 
Club’s Lobster Fest is at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 18 at the St. Mary’s 
College Soda Center. The evening’s 
entertainment starts at 6 p.m. and 
includes a silent auction, music, raf-
fl es, dancing and LOBSTER. This is 
one of the two largest annual events 
sponsored by the club. Tickets are 
$55 per person and are available at 
moraga.kiwanis.event@gmail.com 
or (925) 899-9536. 

Allie’s Pals Cat Rescue presents 
its Feline Fundraiser from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. on March 22 at Mangia 
Pizzaria at 975, Moraga Rd, Lafay-
ette. www.alliespals.org

ARF presents the 13th annual 
Business of Saving Lives confer-
ence for animal welfare profession-
als and volunteers from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, March 25 at 
ARF in Walnut Creek. This pow-

erhouse conference packs practical 
information and valuable tools into 
one full day of learning at an afford-
able price, to help attendees save 
more lives. Register now to ensure 
a spot, tickets are $45. Continental 
breakfast and a vegetarian lunch are 
provided to all attendees. For reg-
istration, agenda information, and 
session details, visit www.arfl ife.
org.

Moraga Classic Car Show reg-
istration is now open to residents 
who own classic cars and would 
like to participate in the ninth annu-
al Moraga Classic Car Show, which 
takes place from 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
on Saturday May13, as part of the 
2017 Moraga Community Faire. 
The $35 registration fee includes an 
entry ribbon, lunch for two, a com-
memorative photo. Prizes will be 
awarded. The registration deadline 
is May 1, but space is limited to 
70 cars, so register early to secure 
a spot. Register at www.moraga-
chamber.org/faire or, call Gloria at 
(925) 247-4473.

SENIORS

Learn Cooking for One or Two: 
Breakfast & Brunch with Jaime 
Rios, Byron Park Executive Chef 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on March 29 at 
Byron Park, 1700 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek. As we all know, 
breakfast is the most important meal 
of the day. In this demonstration-
style class, Chef Jaime will help 
attendees fi nd new inspiration with 
recipes that will transform breakfast 
and brunch routines. Space is lim-
ited; these classes fi ll up quickly. 
RSVP to Lafayette Senior Services 
by Wednesday, March 22. For info, 
Seniors@LoveLafayette.org or 
284-5050.

Anne Randolph Physical Therapy 
presents the Art of Balance from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on March 
22 in the Cedar Room, Lafayette 
Community Center. People worried 
about falling or are at risk of falling 
should know about simple ways to 
improve balance. Learn how to gain 
increased balance and avoid the risk 
of falling. Fee per class members: 
No charge/ Non-Members: $10

GARDEN

The Lafayette Garden Club pres-
ents “Gamble Garden, Landscape 
of Optimism” presented by au-
thor Susan Woodman and Gamble 
Board member Jane Stocklin from 
9:45 a.m. to noon on March 9 at 
the Lafayette Veteran’s Building, 
located at 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
The garden is showcased as a place 
for hands-on practical and creative 
classes, a magnet for artists, and 
a venue for seasonal events and 
celebratory occasions including 
the Garden Tour held every April. 
Books available. Visitors are wel-
come. Email Carolyn Poetzsch cpo-
etzsch@gmail.com.

The Gardens at Heather Farm 
and The Garden Conservancy 
will host an afternoon “Meet the 
Authors” event at 1 p.m. on Fri-
day, March 10, as San Francisco-
based landscape designers Stefani 
Bittner and Alethea Harampolis 
present their new book “Harvest: 
Unexpected Projects Using 47 Ex-
traordinary Garden Plants” set for 
release next month. $5 for Gardens 
at Heather Farm and Garden Con-
servancy Members; $15 General 
Public. Make a reservation online 
at www.gardenshf.org or call (925) 
947-1678

The Walnut Creek Garden Club 
monthly meeting is held at the 
Gardens at Heather Farm, 1540 
Marchbanks Drive, Walnut Creek. 
Business meeting is at 10 a.m., so-
cial time 10:30 to 11 a,m,, program 
from 11 a.m. to noon. March 13 
Program: Special Decorated Eggs 
from Czechoslovakia Using Natural 
Dyes — Lenka Glassner, folk art-
ist. She will talk about the colorful 
history, traditions and techniques 
of the ancient art of egg decorating 
and share her unique collections. 
The public is invited to attend and 
consider becoming a member. Mau-
reen Little: mslittle44@gmail.com, 
(925) 820-1476

The Moraga Garden Club 
Monthly Meeting will be held at 
9:30 a.m., Thursday, March 16, 
at the Holy Trinity Church, 1700 
School Street, Moraga. Guest 

speaker will be Rosemary Lovell, 
owner of Morningsun Herb Farm 
in Vacaville. She will be discussing 
“Companion Planting with Herbs.” 
Interested parties are welcome to 
attend the 9:30 a.m. social hour, 
the 10 a.m. meeting, as well as the 
presentation by Rosemary Lovell, 
immediately following the meeting. 

The Montelindo Garden Club, 
which meets the third Friday of 
every month, September through 
May, will gather at 9 a.m. on Friday 
March 17 at St. Stephen’s Episco-
pal Church, 66 St. Stephens Drive, 
Orinda. Everyone welcome. Pre-
sentation: Wonderful Western Wild-
fl owers. Speaker: Heath Bartosh, 
one of the California Native Plant 

Society’s top rare plant experts 
and is co-founder of the Bay Area 
ecological consulting fi rm Nomad 
Ecology, LLC.

The Lafayette Community Gar-
den and Outdoor Learning Center 
presents its Historical Houses pre-
sentation and tour from 1:30 to 3 
p.m. on Saturday, March 25. Learn 
of our local valley’s history through 
the chronicles of three old houses 
from the 1800’s: the Old Yellow 
House in Orinda, Rodgers Ranch 
in Pleasant Hill, and the John Muir 
House in Martinez. To register, go 
to LafayetteCommunityGarden.org/
classes-and-events. $5 donation ap-
preciated.

TO ALL LAMORINDA 
OPERA LOVERS 
Come and experience a lovely musical offering of arias 
by Verdi, Schubert, Handel and more...
performed by the much-acclaimed “Opera Scouts”  
young artists of San Francisco Opera Guild. 
Sunday March 26 at 4:30pm at Holy Trinity Serbian 
Orthodox Church  in Moraga. Enjoy a delicious buffet 
supper and wine.

Tickets $45.00 ($30.00 tax deductible). Reservations 
through Ana Zimmank of  Coldwell Banker 925-
640-6008 Ana.Zimmank@camoves.com

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am 
at The Lafaye� e Park Hotel & Spa, 

Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafaye� e. 
For more info, please email us at 

lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Maria Dempsey, Airlines 
industry expert on JetSuiteX at 

the Concord airport

Bip Roberts, 
TV broadcaster and 

former A’s, Indians star.

March 17March 10

No joke, it really is true. March 25th our gorgeous 
Teardrop Trailer publicly debuts!

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

March 9:  
Jeanette Fritzky

will be speaking about 
Poly Pharmacy

March 16:  
Troy Feddersen  

will be speaking about his 
beer making

www.rotarylafayette.org 
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366
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18 Orinda Way, Orinda • 925-254-7766 •  www.thegannetts.com
Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Foothill Securities Investing in 

your future since 1962, Member FINRA, SIPC

• Retirement & Income Planning • Estate Planning
• Charitable Planning • Educational Funding

401K Rollover Specialists

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

We’re more than a
dependable health

professional. 
We’re also your

personal 
health advisor.

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your HealthSM

282 Village Square, Orinda    (925) 254-1211

(925) 482-7112
(925) 253-TAXI (8294)

24/7 AIRPORTS & LOCAL

orindataxi@gmail.com     www.orindataxi.com

107 Orinda Way  •  Orinda  •  925.254.2206
Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
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To advertise on Shop Orinda call 925.377.0977

TUESDAY SPECIAL

SENIORS CUT

®

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

JUNIOR CUT

1199$ .

1199$ .

TUESDAY SPECIAL

SENIORS CUT

®

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

JUNIOR CUT

1199$ .

1199$ .81 Moraga Way

925-438-7018

Across street from Wells Fargo & Nations

Orinda

TUESDAY SPECIAL

SENIORS CUT

1199$ .
WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

JUNIOR CUT

1199$ .

Orinda 
Chamber of Commerce

Mexican Restaurant

Authentic Mexican Specialties
Mixed Fajitas

Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito 

Margaritas, Wine & Beer
Kids Menu

Open 7 Days a WeekWe serve breakfast all day! (open at 10:30 a.m.)

23 Orinda Way, Orinda (925) 258-9987

� celebrating �

45YEARSroughingit.com/visit   925.283.3795

Residen�al & Commercial Pain�ng  
Exterior & Interior

Happy & Repeat Customers from 
San Francisco to Lamorinda

SPRING PAINTING 

Interiors, Cabinets & Moldings 
Exteriors, Decks & Deck Furniture 

Light Carpentry 

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPain�ng.com

Fully Insured 456414   

Personalized Yoga for Health Issues 
and Stress Relief

Contact Info for Private appt. 510-910-0856

• Serving Lamorinda Residents

• 18 years as a Kaiser Instructor

• Expertise in Joint and back 
   pain, Prenatal and 
   Postpartum

• Daytimes and some evenings available              

A Moraga resident
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Sunday Stroke Clinics - begins March 5 (stroke specific sessions) 
April Swim Conditioning - begins April 11 (get in swim shape!) 
Summer Swim Team - begins May 2 (early  registration discounts)

 PARENT INFORMATIONAL MEETING –Thursday, March 16@6:30pm 
 ACALANES HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA OPEN TO ALL! 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!   
 

STROKE CLINICS, APRIL SWIM CONDITIONING,  
AND SUMMER SWIM TEAM 

Visit www.lmyaswim.com for more details! 

ay Stroke Clinics - begins March 5 (stroke specific se
S i C diti i b i A il 11 ( t i i h

Visit www.lmyaswim.com for more details!

Acalanes claims NCS D2 boy’s soccer title
By Karl Buscheck

On the path to securing the 
North Coast Section Divi-

sion 2 boys’ soccer championship, 
Acalanes didn’t let in multiple 
goals in any of the team’s fi nal 13 
games. In the playoff fi nals on Feb. 
25 in Lafayette, the Dons didn’t 
allow any goals at all, outlasting 
Montgomery, 1-0, in double over-
time. 
 After the Dons, who Max-
Preps ranked as the No. 43 team 
in the state, capped their 20-2-4 
campaign (9-1 in league) with the 
title-game shutout, head coach Paul 
Curtis offered a simple message to 
his squad. 
 “I always tell them congratula-
tions on the win,” Curtis said. “And 
then I think the key factor was how 
proud the other coaches and I were 
of them that they were able to max-
imize their potential and show tre-
mendous resolve.”
 Against the No. 5 seed Mont-
gomery, the second-seeded Dons 
delivered the decisive goal in the 
second-to-last minute of double 
overtime courtesy of Gabe Singer, 
who found the back of the net for 
the fi fth time in four playoff games.
 The senior striker was playing 
as part of a injury-depleted starting 
11 that featured four Dons reserves. 
 “This team was unique in that 
they pulled together as a unit per-
haps as well or better than any team 
that I’ve coached,” Curtis said. 
“And that became a real strength 
for them.
 “The other strength was the 
depth of talent that we had,” Cur-

tis added.
 Two of those fi ll-ins were start-
ing along Acalanes’ stingy back-
line. At the heart of the defense was 
center back Chris Rogers. 
 “Chris was the most outstand-
ing defensive player on our team, 
as selected by his teammates,” Cur-
tis explained. “He’s just a sopho-
more, made fi rst-team all-league 
and was a huge part of that whole 
defensive unit.”
 Junior goalkeeper Luke Den-
ham was another indispensable 
member of the group. During the 
regular season, Denham and the 
defense were all but impenetrable. 
 In league play this year, the de-
fense allowed two goals,” Curtis 
said. That’s it. Just two. I’ve never 
seen anything like it.”
 That success spilled over into 
the postseason, as the team permit-
ted only a couple of goals against 
its four NCS opponents. 
 “He made several big saves (in 
the title game),” Curtis said. “In 
fact, each batch of the playoffs he 
made several big saves (on) close-
in shoots that are goals unless he 
plays spectacularly. So, that just 
adds to the excitement of it.”
 While the Dons dispatched 
Casa Grande 4-1 in the open-
ing round, the road to becoming 
NCS champs was not an easy one. 
Acalanes toppled Campolindo 1-0 
in the quarterfi nals before edging 
the No. 3 seed Richmond 2-1 – in 
double overtime – in the semifi nals. 
 By the time the fi nals arrived, 
the Dons had become masters at 

remaining calm and executing in 
pressure-packed moments. 
 “I think that just added more 
fuel for our boys (after) having 
gone through a very close Cam-
polindo match and then really sur-
viving a double overtime (game 
against Richmond),” Curtis said. 
“They had more experience in tight 
situations than the other team did 
and I think that paid off at the end 
as well – helping them be calm 
in the face of a very hectic last 
match.”
 For the Cougars, the semifi nals 
exit brought an end to the team’s 
11-10-4 season (3-4-3). Cam-
polindo had entered the NCS Di-
vision 2 bracket as the No. 7 seed. 
Miramonte, who grabbed the No. 
12 seed in the Division 3 competi-
tion, lost out in the quarterfi nals to 
No.4 Bishop O’Dowd. The Mats 
wrapped up the season 10-10-2 (5-
4-1 in league).

Mason Larrick (20) and Brody Quinn (14) Photos Gint Federas

Chris Rogers 

Play Ball!

Photo Shirley DeFrancisci, DeF-Stop Photography (www.defstop.net)

On Saturday Feb. 25, the Moraga Baseball Association celebrated its 
40th Anniversary with a festive hometown parade and ceremony.  The 
event featured over 200 players and coaches, members from the original 
1977 Board, Campolindo cheer, Boy Scout Troop 212 color guard, 
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate school band, and Moraga police and fi re 
departments.  The master of ceremonies was Oakland A’s announcer 
Dick Callahan, a long-time local resident.  Visit moragabaseball.org to 
learn more about MBA.

 Lafayette Little 
League opening 
day on March 4 fell 
short because of 
the rain. 
 Despite the rain 
Kyle and Nikko 
Woodson of La-
fayette practiced 
together.

The Orinda Baseball As-
sociation (OBA) celebrates 
its 33rd season of commu-
nity baseball, with Opening 
Day on Feb. 25.  OBA has 
over 340 players participat-
ing this season, spread out 
over four divisions, with 
kids ages 7 to 14. OBA has 
a strong tradition in Orinda 
for a meaningful baseball 
experience, striving for a 
balance between sports-
manship, skill develop-
ment, competition and 
having fun. Games are 
on weekends at Del Rey, 
Wagner Ranch and Orinda 
Sportsfi eld; casual baseball 
fans are always welcome.

From left: Spring Hill student and Yankee player Kyle 

Woodson with Stanley student and Indians team 

member Nikko Woodson.                Photo A. Scheck

Mustang10U Royal Knights players Gabe 

Savala and Niklas Lindberg walk into the 

gym   Photo provided
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808
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Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Insurance

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height
Email to:  

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

*** HANDYMAN ***
Home Service 30 Years Experience

• Painting • Plumbing • Electrical 
• Baseboards • Carpentry • Caulking
• Grab Bars • Ceiling Fans • Crown
Moulding • Deck Painting • Water
Heaters • Dead Bolts • Faucets 
• Garbage Disposal • Sliding Doors 
• Drywall Repair • Pressure Washing
• Flooring: Hardwood, Carpet, Vinyl,
Tile • Hanging Mirrors & Pictures,
etc. • Toilet Installation & Repair 

No job too small
925-934-0877

Music

Ragtime Music, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, and Klezmer Music for your
club or private party Single act or
band.  Eliot Kenin 800-965-1302
eliotkenin29@gmail.com

Drainage Systems

Drainage Systems, 
French Drains

925-930-8123.  CALic # 417323

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting
Hillsides, Free Estimates 

925-938-9836

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured. 
(925-285-0370) Don

Campo boys’ hoops team loses in NCS championship, but advances to NorCals
By Karl Buscheck

The Campolindo boys’ basketball team 
dropped the NCS Division 3 title 

game to Salesian 55-40 on March 4 at Saint 
Mary’s College, but the postseason run 
continues on for the upstart Cougars. 
 The next order of business for Cam-
polindo, (19-11, 7-4) will be to take part 
in the CIF NorCal regional tournament, 
which begins on March 8. Even after that 
NCS setback, the Cougars fi nd themselves 
in a spot that few would have predicted 
heading into the season. 
 “We defi nitely enjoyed that fact (the we 
qualifi ed) because I don’t think a lot of peo-
ple thought this team could do that,” said 
head coach Steven Dyer. “But at the same 
time, we can enjoy all these things more at 
the end of the season. When you’re in the 
moment, you want to just do your best to 
focus on the next game.”
 Dyer believes that the lack of hype sur-
rounding the squad helped drive the Cou-
gars, at least in part, to a second-place tie in 
the Foothill division of the DAL and their 
current berth in NorCals. 
 “I think that’s motivated a lot of guys,” 
Dyer said. “I think a lot of the varsity guys 

coming back weren’t very happy with how 
their season went last year. So, I think 
there’s a lot of motivation and then we have 
a lot of young guys who are trying to prove 
themselves at this level.”
 The trickiest part of competing in Nor-
Cals is that the Cougars will now be run-
ning up against teams from far-fl ung lo-
cales across the region.
 “It will be obviously very challenging 
because there’s teams from the Sacramento 
area, teams from way up north, teams from 
the Peninsula, so you could be playing a lot 
of good teams,” Dyer said. “It will be obvi-
ously challenging.”
 Dyer highlighted a trio of seniors – 
Chris Wright, Lev Garcia and Mike Navru-
zyan – for spearheading the team’s NCS 
run into NorCals. After drawing a bye in 
the opening round as the No. 2 seed, the 
Cougars thumped No. 7 Hercules, 51-32, 
as Wright chipped in a double-double with 
16 points and 16 boards.
 “We earned that No. 2 seed, which 
was big because we got a home game in 
the quarterfi nals and the semifi nals,” Dyer 
said.

 Garcia’s introduction into the starting 
fi ve has been crucial to the Cougars’ emer-
gence.
 “Lev Garcia has been a really good 
defensive player,” Dyer. “Our season’s re-
ally taken off since he’s been in the starting 
lineup.” 
 Meanwhile, Navruzyan hit a few big 
3’s off the bench in Campolindo’s 68-53 
semifi nals win over Analy. 
 “That semifi nal game against Analy 
was maybe the best game we’ve played 
all year – both offensively and defensive-
ly,” Dyer said. “So, it’s always good to be 
playing some of your best basketball in 
the postseason. So, I’m really proud of the 
guys.”
 As the team begins its NorCal drive, the 
team’s depth – the Cougars have received 
contributions from players up and down the 
roster – will be essential. 
 “It’s been a group effort, for sure,” 
Dyer said. “And the one thing, or the big-
gest thing, is that this team plays really 
well together and is a very unselfi sh group 
which makes things fun as a coach.”

Miramonte rolls to girls basketball NCS title as all 3 teams prepare for NorCals
By Karl Buscheck

The Miramonte girls basketball team se-
cured the NCS Division II title on March 

4, pulverizing No. 2 seed Montgomery 84-44 
at Saint Mary’s College.
 The Mats will next compete in the CIF 
NorCal regional tournament, which begins 
on March 8 after carving through the NCS 
bracket. The top-seeded Mats cruised past 
No. 15 Hayward, 83-30, in the opening 
round, handled No. 9 Alameda, 75-37, in the 
quarterfi nals and dispatched No. 13 Newark 
Memorial, 78-55, in the semifi nals. 
 Miramonte begins the next round of post-
season play with a 27- 3 record overall (9-1 

in league) and ranked No. 25 in the state, ac-
cording to MaxPreps. 
 Acalanes narrowly missed out on a 
chance to square off with their neighbors in 
the title matchup, falling 53-50 to Montgom-
ery in Santa Rosa on March 1 in the semifi -
nals. 
 “Getting to the semifi nals is not easy and 
the kids earned it every step of the way,” 
head coach Ashley Valenzuela said after her 
third-seeded Dons’ NCS run came to an end. 
 The Dons, who enter NorCals with a 19-
10 record (6-4 in league), advanced to the 
penultimate stage of the NCS DII postseason 

after taking care of No. 14 Rancho Cotate, 
64-52, in the opening round and rallying past 
No. 6 Redwood, 67-65, in the quarterfi nals. 
 “The best part about our postseason run 
is that everyone had to step up,” Valenzuela 
said. “Every game we where faced with chal-
lenging situations that put our kids in a posi-
tion that every single person had to step up 
and perform. It was fun to watch them really 
step up and face those challenges.”
 Against Redwood, Acalanes didn’t claim 
its fi rst lead until there were 24 seconds left 
on the clock. During the furious fourth quar-
ter, senior point guard Brooke Panfi li poured 
in 11 of her team high 21 points. Senior post 
player Emma Godfrey added in 18 points and 
senior guard Roni Marrone accounted for 15. 
 The team’s NCS march came to an end in 
the Dons’ March 1 loss to Montgomery, but 
Acalanes has already shifted its focus to the 
next stage of the postseason. 
 “The season is not over,” Valenzuela said 
after the defeat. “We have NorCal to look 
forward to and we need to learn from this 
game in order to prepare for the next one.”
 Like the Dons, Campolindo will be tak-
ing part in NorCals after exiting in the semi-
fi nals of the DIII bracket. The third-seeded 
Cougars lost 67-48 to No. 2 Salesian on 
March 1 at Albany High School. 
 “I am very proud of what we have ac-
complished this season so far,” head coach 

Art Thoms said in the wake of the semifi nal 
defeat. “We have a great group of girls that 
care a lot about each other and have a lot of 
fun.”
 Co-champions of the DAL National divi-
sion, the Cougars (23-6, 9-1) head into the 
next round of the postseason. Campolindo 
smashed through the fi rst two stages of NCS 
play, hammering No. 14 Novato and No. 6 
Moreau Catholic – their opening round and 
quarterfi nal opponents – by a combined mar-
gin of 70 points.
 “Haley Van Dyke and Aubrey Wagner 
really played well against Moreau,” Thoms 
said. “Haley had 35 points and 18 rebounds 
and Aubrey had 22 points and 13 rebounds. 
Ashley Thoms had a great game against 
Novato. Ashley had 25 points and made six 
3-pointers.”
 With more basketball left to be played, 
Thoms has urged his team to put the chal-
lenging semifi nals matchup in the rearview 
mirror. 
 “The message is to stay together though 
the good times and bad,” Thoms said. “Sale-
sian was a tough loss and we did not play 
well. Those diffi cult times are where these 
young ladies build their true character and 
a strong bond with each other. Now we re-
group and go try to win the NorCal tourna-
ment.”

 Photo Gint Federas

Chris Wright Photo Gint Federas
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Lamorinda SC helps spawn new 
SF Deltas high-level soccer club
Submitted by Azfar Haq

Lamorinda SC has produced some of the 
country’s most stellar women’s soccer 

players, with many of their players making 
their way into universities with Division 1 
teams and some players even making it to 
the U.S. Women’s National Team. In fact, 
just for the graduating class of 2017, there 
are already nine girls signed to play at presti-
gious universities around the country.
 Just recently, however, Lamorinda SC 
has taken its fi rst step to becoming one of the 
best US youth clubs for cultivating soccer 
players regardless of gender.
 Fresh off of obtaining US Academy Sta-
tus (Women’s Side), Lamorinda SC formed 
San Francisco’s new team, the SF Deltas. 

The SF Deltas boast a roster of young play-
ers from all over the country and the world. 
Approximately half of the players hail from 
countries outside of the U.S., places like 
France, Brazil and Spain. In fact, there are 
only two Bay Area natives who have made it 
onto the team: Midfi elder Muhammad Saalih 
and Goal Keeper Alex Mangels.
 Mangels is from Lamorinda and made 
his way into professional soccer through his 
time after playing as UC Berkeley’s starting 
keeper and receiving an invitation to attend 
the Delta’s training camp. 
 Both Mangels and Saalih knew each oth-
er well, having spent their youth training in 
Moraga at Lamorinda SC.

St. Monica’s 4th grade boys win again
Submitted by Laura Revelos

Back row from left: coach Mark Robeson, Joe Revelos, coach Eric Van Olst, Anthony Sanguinet-

ti, Kai Van Olst, coach Shawn Clancy; front row from left:  Max Robeson, Cooper Chang, Blaise 

Clancy, Luke Bonardi, Gian Maguire, Gaetan Avicolli.    Photo provided

The St. Monica’s fourth grade boys 
basketball team defeated St. John 

Vianney in the fi nal round of playoffs to 
become the West Diablo League Ameri-

can Champions for the second consecutive 
year. The team moves on to the Diocesan 
Championship in Oakland.

The Sixth Women
Submitted by Brandy Ford

From left, Mark Orr, Saint Mary’s College Director of Athletics, presents the honorary 

Game Ball to Brandy Ford, CO Manager-Moraga Mechanics Bank, and Danielle Ford. 

Mechanics Bank, a sponsor of the Gaels Basketball team, on Saturday Feb. 25 vs. 

Santa Clara.

St. Perpetua 4th Grade Girls won 
West Diablo National Champions
Submitted by Joe Cannizzo

From left, Addie McShane, Grace One, Grace Cannizzo, Reiney Fish, Cameron Powell, Lucy 

Wilson, Emerson Cannizzo and Claire Zimmerman     Photo provided

St. Perpetua’s fourth-grade girls basket-
ball team defeated St. Catherine 26 to 22 

in a hard-fought West Diablo championship 
game. The team played its best game of the 

entire season which was needed to fend off a 
tenacious and talented St. Catherine group. 
Congratulations to this amazing group of 
fourth graders. 

Undefeated LMYA basketball girls
Submitted by Piyush Srivastava

Saint Maria 8th grade team wins CYO
Submitted by Stephanie Barmmer

Front row, from left, Vivienne McCarthy, Isabella Tritto, Naina Srivastava, Karina Morgan; 

middle row from left, Leyna Levenfeld, Savannah Cahoon, Olivia Larsen, Parker Blau, Olivia 

Hoppe; back row, from left, Joe McCarthy, Piyush Srivastava, Billy Blau   Photo provided

The fourth- and fi fth-grade girls LMYA 
basketball team won the champion-

ship game on Feb. 25 held at Happy Val-

ley Elementary School in Lafayette and 
ended the season with a 9-0 record.

Saint Monica’s wins CYO
Submitted by Swetta Abeyta

Back row from left, coaches John Giordani, Alex Mooradian, Mark Pastore; front row, from left, 

Dylan King, Devan Abeyta, Jack Mooradian, Colin Rutzen, Landi Giordani, Niklas Lindberg, 

Luke Devine, Rex Pastore, Levi Olsen, and Nolan Paul.     Photo provided

The Saint Monica Spartans fourth-grade basketball team won the CYO fi nals by one 
point over the St. Perpetua team.

Alex Mangels LW archive

The Santa Maria 8th grade National team 
won the CYO League Championship 

tournament defeating a tough SJV Team 37-

19. Coached by Pete Bakonyvari, Kirsten 
Whipple and Scott Eversole.

Reese W, Leilah H, Ava M, Natalie S, Grace B, Mia C, Lindsey B, Katie B and Anna L (not pictured).
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3rd GRADE GIRLS, WICHITA STATE: Alexis Le, Alexia Weyland, Natalie 
Hamill, Valerie Vojta, Riley Peterson, Olivia Whipple, Grace Wolpert, 
Sydney Graves. 

3rd GRADE BOYS, OREGON: (Back Row L-R)  Coach Jon Briones, Mason Briones, 
Carson Wellington, Arman Craig, Cayden Leitheiser, Riley Gates, (Front Row L-R)   
Owen Hughes, Musa Munif, Luke Silva, Robert Roy Terry. 

4th GRADE BOYS, WICHITA STATE: John Koslosky, Kurtiss Hunter, Zachary  
Garcia,  Henry Ross, Coach Kenneth Zener,  Dominic Patitucci, Cannon Thuma,   
Cameron Zener   Zachary Degroot,  Coach Todd Williams, Owen Williams,  

 4th & 5th GRADE GIRLS, West, LOUISVILLE:  (Front Row) Vivienne McCarthy,        
Isabellla Tritto, Naina Srivastava, Karina Morgan, (Middle Row) Leyna Levenfeld,    
Savannah Cahoon, Olivia Larsen, Parker Blau, Olivia Hoppe, (Back Row) Coaches Joe 
McCarthy, Piyush Srivastava, Billy Blau 

4th & 5th GRADE GIRLS, East, WICHITA STATE:  (Front Row) Mia Daly, Lila Mathers, 
Jordan Lang, Jean Halstead (Back Row) Coach Ken Daly, Sarah Pezman, Valentina 
Varela, Cadence Selph, Laurel Tringe, Coach Greg Mathers (Not Pictured) Skylar 
Platto 

5th & 6th GRADE BOYS, West, WICHITA STATE:  (Front , L-R) Monty Gumabay,  Max 
Dickstein, Saylen Slim, J.J. Sanchez  (Back, L-R) Coach Jun Gumabay, Jonathan Su, 

5th & 6th GRADE BOYS, East, OHIO STATE: (Front L-R)  Nick Dietsch, Owen     
Evans, Ted Helvey, Devan Mohanty, Kasey Kazliner, Dylan Potter (Back L-R) Coach 
Bruce Potter, Coach Steve Dietsch, (Not Pictured) Tobias Case, Simon Hornik 

6th-7th-8th GRADE GIRLS, UCONN:  (Front L-R) Coach Kevin Kelly, Grace Kelly, 
Angela Chavez, Molly Keliher-Burke, Andrea Cox, Coach Andrew Cox  (Back L-R) 
Haley Flynn, Meg Larsen, Olivia House, Bella Starbuck. 

7th & 8th GRADE BOYS, LOUISVILLE:  James Trainer, Ben Kim, Onn Matalon, 
Robert Kuhn, Torin Cate, Cooper Ciruli, (Not Pictured) Chandler Peatross, 
Max Simas, Hayden Cipriani, Coach Dave Ciruli 
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian ...read on page D13

Transforming average house plants into living sculpture was the 
goal at the recent Kokedama String Garden Workshop held at 
Orchard Nursery and Florist in Lafayett e.

 Gardeners from all over the East Bay gathered to learn the art form 
from Allison Ferry, the indoor plant buyer and designer at Orchard. 
Kokedama is a style of Japanese Bonsai where the plant’s root system is 
wrapped in sphagnum moss and string, transforming it into a sculptural 
art form. Loosely translated, koke means moss and dama means ball. 
 “Kokedama has been around for a long time,” Ferry says. “Th ey are 
created in Japan as a refl ection of Wabi-Sabi, an aesthetic which is about 
leaving things imperfect, natural, unfi nished and simple. Wabi-Sabi is the 
art of fi nding beauty in imperfection and honoring that. More recently in 
Norway the idea caught on to hang the Kokedama.” Internet sites have 
propelled its popularity, including sites like Etsy and Pinterest. 
 Ferry predicts that it will be the next big trend in plants. Orchard’s 
January workshop on Kokedama was so popular that they added the Feb-
ruary class to accommodate the demand.
 “Kokedama are quite easy to make,” Ferry explained. “All you need is 
the plant, bonsai planting mix, sheet moss and string.”  
 Aft er spreading out the sheet moss, participants were instructed to 
loosely massage the roots of the plant from their pots until most of the soil 
had fallen away. Th e next step is to layer a handful of the bonsai mix, which 
includes bark, lava rock, sand, and peat moss. Aft er placing the plant and 
its roots onto the mound, add a litt le water until you can form a small ball 
of earth without it breaking apart. Th en you begin wrapping the sheet of 
moss around the whole ball. Th e last step is to tie the string around the 
middle of the ball securing it with a knot, then begin wrapping the string 
around the ball many times, crisscrossing, until the ball is secure.
 Th e whole process takes less than one hour. Some att endees learned 
how to tie on a second string to be used for hanging the Kokedama, while 
others elected to place them in bowls or other ornamental vessels. “Th ey 
make beautiful centerpieces when placed in a decorative bowl,” noted 
Ferry.
 ... continued on page D4

Create living sculptures with Kokedama
By Kara Navolio

Kokedama i the Jamapnes art of string gardens. Photo Kara Navolio
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETT E 
MORA GA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
10
3
2

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $745,000
 $434,000
 $490,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $2,950,000
 $2,750,000
 $689,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published fi ve to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETT E
4147 Canyon Road, $2,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 3742 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 2-1-17; 
 Previous Sale: $665,000, 03-22-96
33 Diablo Circle, $1,488,000, 3 Bdrms, 2236 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 2-2-17; 
 Previous Sale: $350,000, 03-10-94
1414 Eagle Point Court, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2998 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 2-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $470,540, 07-07-85
147 Haslemere Court, $860,000, 3 Bdrms, 2025 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 2-1-17; 
 Previous Sale: $310,000, 06-30-93
1067 Laurel Drive, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1726 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 2-10-17
3279 Mt. Diablo Court #5, $745,000, 3 Bdrms, 1684 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 2-6-17; 
 Previous Sale: $701,000, 04-21-15
4021 Natasha Drive, $2,295,000, 1 Bdrms, 1617 SqFt, 2009 YrBlt, 2-6-17
1390 Reliez Valley Road, $1,443,000, 4 Bdrms, 2800 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 2-10-17; 
 Previous Sale: $967,000, 05-21-04
8 Shreve Lane, $950,000, 4 Bdrms, 1962 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 2-6-17
1723 Toyon Road, $1,292,000, 2 Bdrms, 2100 SqFt, 1931 YrBlt, 2-7-17; 
 Previous Sale: $369,000, 11-03-94
MORA GA
2133 Donald Drive #7, $434,000, 2 Bdrms, 1224 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 2-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $220,000, 05-05-00
1557 Moraga Way, $650,000, 2 Bdrms, 1635 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 2-2-17; 
 Previous Sale: $450,000, 05-02-03
9 Shannon Court, $2,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 4966 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 2-6-17; 
 Previous Sale: $2,465,000, 10-06-10
ORINDA
67 Brookwood Road #3, $490,000, 2 Bdrms, 897 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 2-2-17; 
 Previous Sale: $240,000, 05-18-11
3 Buena Vista, $686,000, 3 Bdrms, 1343 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 2-10-17

Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda 
Advertise in 

Lamorinda Weekly 
Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies 
every other week.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

FOR SALE 

123 Spring Rd, Orinda

Spectacular Mediterranean
4 bed/3baths, 

approx. 3406 sqft 

ideally located close to

downtown.

Offered at $1,375,000

COMING SOON

41 Las Cascadas, Orinda 

Romantic Retreat in Orinda

Country Club

Price upon Request

COMING SOON

6 Cresta Blanca,Orinda 

Charming, single story, 3bed/2baths,

approx. 1813 sqft, near Orinda

Village          Offered at $920,000

SALE PENDING WITH
MULTIPLE OFFERS

122 Stein Way, Orinda

Updated one level home with

huge flat yard.

Representing Seller



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A

DANVILLE, CA 94523
O: 925.800.3510    F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD
160-B GUTHRIE LANE, #3
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

LAURIE HIGGINS

925.876.7968 

449 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO $2,899,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

44 BATES BOULEVARD, ORINDA $1,195,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

342 SCOTTSDALE ROAD, PLEASANT HILL $450,000

LAURIE HIGGINS 925.876.7968

754 GLENSIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE CALL AGENT

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

2481 WARREN ROAD, WALNUT CREEK $399,000

SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.212.7617

1985 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,749,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

3643 PERADA DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK $1,198,988

TERESA ZOCCHI 925.383.5384

90 BROOKFIELD DRIVE, MORAGA CALL AGENT

KAILEY GRAZIANO 925.404.4361
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Create living sculptures with Kokedama
... continued from page D1

 Th e whole process takes less than one hour. 
Some att endees learned how to tie on a second 
string to be used for hanging the Kokedama, while 
others elected to place them in bowls or other 
ornamental vessels. “Th ey make beautiful center-
pieces when placed in a decorative bowl,” noted 
Ferry.
 Th e best plants to use for Kokedama are spi-
der plant, ivy, begonias, succulents, orchids and 
ferns. However, it can be done with outdoor plants 
as well, including dwarf lemon trees or dwarf Japa-
nese maples. Just keep in mind that the moss does 
not like direct sunlight, so plants should be OK 
with indirect sunlight. 
 To care for the Kokedama you submerge the 
moss ball in water for 5-10 minutes. Th en it must 
be moved to a place where it can drip for a while. 
Most plants require this watering once per week. 
Once the dripping has ceased, it can be placed in 
its container or rehung.
 Some people like to add twigs and other el-
ements from nature or hang their Kokedama at 
an angle to add more artistic expression. Hanging 
multiple Kokedama at diff erent lengths creates an 
appealing art wall.               ... continued on page D8

925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Offered at $2,295,000  |  48michaellane.com

48 Michael Lane, Orinda
Lovely English Manor in the Glorietta neighborhood on a 1.45± acre lot, 
minutes to freeway, BART, schools and Meadow Swim and Tennis Club.  4 
bedrooms + office/nursery, 3.5 bathrooms, 3788± sq. ft., vaulted ceilings, 
huge Chef’s kitchen, adjoining family room and formal living & dining rooms.  
Beautiful yard with pool/spa, lawns, deck, garden area and lower lot for bocce 
ball court, play structure, RV/boat parking.

Gaye Th ompson of Martinez. Photo Kara Navolio



NEW LISTING | 37 SOUTHWOOD DRIVE, ORINDA | 4 BEDS   |   2 BATHS   |   1950 SQ. FT.   |   .32 ACRE  

Office:  925-254-8585    ct@clarkthompson.com     
www.clarkthompson.com      

 

 23 VIA HERMOSA, ORINDA | 4 BEDS   |   3.5 BATHS   |  LIBRARY  | 3533 SQ. FT.   |   .39 ACRE  | $2,950,000

CALBRE# 00903367 

 20 Whitfield Court, Pleasant Hill 

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4 

THE ART OF OUTDOOR LIVING



JUST LISTED | 1ST OPEN SUN. 1-4OPEN SUN. 1-4JUST LISTED | CALL TO VIEW

Charming & updated 4BR/3BA, 2090± 
sq. ft. rancher on a delightful .37± acre 
lot with lawn, deck & privacy in the 
loved Ivy Drive neighborhood.

Offered at $1,289,000
11DescansoDrive.com

Custom 4BR + office/4BA, 4322± sq. ft. 
European-style home on a .58± acre lot 
with multiple entertaining venues in the 
desirable Glorietta area.

Offered at $2,750,000 
24MoragaViaOrinda.com

Gated 4BR + office + bonus/3.5BA, 
5045± sq. ft. European-inspired estate 
with stunning panoramic views on a 
resort-style 2.8± acre lot with vineyard.

Offered at $4,495,000
1465RanchoViewDrive.com

1465 RANCHO VIEW DRIVE, LAFAYETTE 24 MORAGA VIA, ORINDA 11 DESCANSO DRIVE, ORINDA

DANAGREENTEAM.COM925.339.1918�|�LICENSE # 01482454

L A M O R I N DA’ S  # 1  R E A LT O R  S I N C E  2 0 1 1

T H E  DA N A  G R E E N  T E A M  P R O U D LY  P R E S E N T S . . .

Call me for an appointment to view these exciting new listings!

COMING SOON!

Updated 3BR + bonus/3BA, 1953± sq. 
ft. charmer with amazing views on a 
private .24± acre lot with lawn & decking 
in the coveted trail neighborhood!

Call for Price & Details
DanaGreenTeam.com

934 DIABLO DRIVE, LAFAYETTE



©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Offi ce is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affi liated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are 

independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

A Jewel With a Pool  
in Rheem Valley Manor

JUST LISTED: 370  Donald Drive, Moraga

Stylishly Updated With 
Views for Days

MICHELLE AND WENDY HOLCENBERG PRESENT:

COMING SOON: 42 Lambeth Square, Moraga

Michelle Holcenberg
Wendy Holcenberg
(925) 324-0405 
michelle@holcenberg.com
www.holcenberg.com
License #01373412
License #00637795

Set in the Rheem Valley Manor, this 2800± sq. foot single-story 
home has been updated throughout to take advantage of its 
serene setting. It’s located on a cul-de-sac with a level yard 

and sweeping views. From the gourmet kitchen with Sub-Zero 
fridge and wine fridge, Dacor 6-burner range and custom 

touches throughout, to the master bedroom with large walk-in 
closet and plush master bathroom, what’s not to love? Hear the 

bells of St. Mary’s and watch 4th of July fireworks from your 
own backyard.

Open 3/14 10-2pm and 3/19 1-4pm.

Bedrooms Bathrooms Price

4 3 $1,650,000



 Page:                 LAMORINDA WEEKLY                 OUR HOMES             www.lamorindaweekly.com                925-377-0977                 Wednesday, March 8, 2017D8

Create living sculptures with Kokedama
... continued from page D4
Other items can also be used to wrap the balls like 
colored yarn or wire for a diff erent look. “I love 
everything Japanese,” explained participant Gail 
Reilly of Berkeley. “I’ve been to Japan twice and 
when I heard about this class I wanted to learn how 
to do it.”
 Recently Ferry put her own creative spin on 
Kokedama by craft ing heart-shaped wire sculp-
tures, stuffi  ng them with the bonsai mix and moss, 
then adding succulents and beads. Th e result is 
a beautiful living sculpture to hang along a win-
dow or wall. Th e possibilities are endless. Th ese 
heart-shaped creations and other more traditional 
Kokedama made by Ferry are available at Orchard.
 Zahra Tanner of Benicia said, “I saw this class 
in the newslett er, and it sounded interesting. I’m 
making my Kokedama for my dad’s birthday. We 
both like unusual plants.”
 Orchard Nursery and Florist has many classes 
throughout the year. Next up is Forest Terrariums 
at 2 p.m. on March 11. For more information visit 
www.orchardnursery.com.

         Re�nancing?  Purchase?  2nd Home? 

 Equal Housing Lender.  Prospect Mortgage, LLC, NMLS ID #3296, (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) is a Delaware limited 
liability company, licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residen�al Mortgage Lending 
Act .  This is not an o�er for extension of credit or a commitment to lend.    Terms and condi�ons apply.  Addi�onal loan 
programs may be available.  This is not an o�er to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other 
applicable law. Call for details. 3/2015 NMLS ID # 1438399 Orinda Branch 

Call Becca today! 
 Home Lending in Lamorinda over 25 years. 

Becca Romonek Loan O�cer�Team Rider NMLS#1436604 
Cell: 925.899.5758 
Becca.Romonek@prospectmtg.com                 
8 Camino Encinas, Suite 115 Orinda 

DAVID PIERCE
Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct:  925 254 5984
david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

From left :  Laurie Hailey and Merrie DeFrene both of Walnut Creek. Photo Kara Navolio



Can You Do Better with Mark or a Big Bank?
With Interest Rates Having Gone Up Now Is The Time To

See If  Mark Can Find A Better Mortgage For You!!

Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 | NMLS License #248181 | 
Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing needs up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today for a discussion
about your specific situation!

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Offi ce is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affi liated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are 

independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

2180 Sky View Ct., Moraga

Destined to become a show stopper, this gracious “East Coast” Traditional 
home, built in 1996, is nestled on a private cul-de-sac and boasts 6 bedrooms 
plus an offi ce, 4 baths and approximately 4,433 square feet.  Its arresting 
curb appeal and gracious foyer afford a fi rst glimpse into the home’s charm 
and substance, hinting at the aesthetics within and previewing the pride of 
ownership that is so apparent.  Quintessential traditional touches include 
hardwood fl oors, wainscoting, handsome mill work and a classic fl oor plan 
highlighted by a sweeping staircase leading up to the second fl oor.  Tried, 
true and Traditional, this beauty pays homage to gracious living.  You’re 
going to love this home!  Offered at $2,199,000

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT
Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates 
Phone: 925.212.3897
Email: amy@amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959 

Location, Location Location!  This recently 
updated 2 bed, 2.5 bath 1245± SF Lovely Town-
home, boasts hardwood floors throughout, high 
ceilings, all new Stainless Appliances, Granite 
Countertops, detached garage and more!  

Excellent location, close to bustling downtown 
Lafayette; minutes to shopping, restaurants, 
parks, Lafayette Resevoir, BART And Top 
schools!  This is a 10! 
Open Sunday 3/5 1-4pm Broker Tour 3/7 10-1pm
More Details at www.918ADewingAve.com

AMYROSESMITH

Charming   
Pinebrook Townhouse.
Location level? 100%
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Welcome to March! While the sun is peek-
ing through rain clouds, we are tackling 
an update of inside style this month. De-

pending on how long you have been in your home, it 
might be a good idea to look hard at what should stay 
and what should go. 
 As a design fi rm, we advise clients to take a deep 
look, every 10 to 15 years, at an interior update. For 
our purposes this month, let’s call it a proverbial botox 
or laser peel. 
 Minimally invasive, an interior update is certainly 
more than a simple “teeth cleaning.” Th e interior up-
date can have down time and mess, but should be ac-
complished in less than a month, if well planned. We 
typically allocate one week per 1,000 square feet of 
home.
 If your home is 2,000 square feet, plan for a solid 
two weeks; 4,000 square feet, plan for a month.

 My personal recommendation for this type of up-
date is that you plan to work from home to oversee it 
during this time, or hire a seriously good manager to 
coordinate this type of project.
 While these are surface updates, they must be co-
ordinated and overseen to prevent them from taking 
over or running off  schedule.
 Interior updates can range from $10,000 to 
$100,000 depending on the scale and type. For our 
discussion here: no walls or footprints are modifi ed, 
no plumbing or electrical is being moved. An interi-
or update like this is mostly about not gett ing caught 
wearing the 1970s polyester pantsuit when it’s 2017. 
 What does this involve and why do it, even if you 
are planning to stay in your home another 50 years? 
 Sometimes we simply don’t see what our home ac-
tually looks like. We’ve looked at the drapery so long, 
and paid so much for it years ago, we miss that it is in-

credibly outdated, even for a traditionalist.
 Design is not a one-and-done type thing. Many 
homeowners think it is. It’s not. Drapery has a life 
span. Tile backsplash has a life span. Even custom cab-
inets, have a life span.
 Historic styles once considered sacred still need 
updates. Consider LED lighting or bett er water fl ow 
with a newer faucet. You source appropriate style-sen-
sitive suppliers of course, and good places to start in-
clude appliances and windows that will reduce your 
electric or water bill.
 Essentially we take a good hard look stylistically at 
what would bett er serve your lifestyle, especially fi nan-
cially. I know historic homes can turn into money pits, 
so let’s do what we can with what we have access to.
 For other homes, ask yourself, do our cabinets 
bang a bit? Do our windows open easily?
 ... continued on page D12

Stylish Solutions

March Madness: Give your interiors a spring makeover
By Ann McDonald

My home in a work in progress. Notice the smooth walls. Th ey are so much more current. Our timeline is four weeks, based on a rough formula I came up with when we are managing simple interior updates: One week 
per 1,000 square feet. Our pug Bella is oversees the painters faithfully, each day. She loves to be part of the crew!



  

This incredible property provides a special respite from a busy world!  Spacious living room with hardwood floors, 
wainscoting and Marvin windows. Craftsman-style kitchen opens to a cozy sitting room with a fireplace and a large 
light-filled family room.  Rich wood windows and doors allow views of the park-like setting on .50 Acre.  Bonus room 
can be a home office or playroom. French doors lead to a patio with a pretty bubbling fountain. Two large bedrooms 
share 1.5 bathrooms. A charming breezeway leads to a one-room au pair with a full bath and kitchenette. The back 
yard has meandering paths, a pretty arbor and an array of beautiful plants. Imagine the possibilities!  

 

110 Cora Court  
Offered at $1,200,000 

114 Cora Court is an adjacent .38 acre lot              
Offered at $400,000 
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Is the granite on our kitchen counters from 15 years ago? If so, consider those 
items to be on the list.
 A great way to see what you seek is to peruse some of the Open Houses 
this next weekend. Ask yourself if you can see what has been updated versus 
what has not. Practice looking diff erently, at diff erent price points.
 Look and take note of tile. Look and take note of light fi xtures and fi nish-
es. Look and take note of carpets. Th en, go back to your own home and try to 
identify some of the items in your own home that need to be updated.
 Th e fi rst two things to consider which make, in my professional opinion, 
the biggest diff erence: 
 1) Wall texture and color. Are your walls in need of a “skim coat”? Perhaps 
you’ve never even noticed your wall texture before. Once you start to ob-
serve, you’ll become a resident expert and start to see how wall texture greatly 
aff ects the style of a space. Paint can cover a multitude of design sins, but it 
cannot ever make up for a dated texture.
 Aft er you get the texture right, paint. Colors do more than trend, as paint 
has come a long way in the past 10 years. Th e change in color is just the start. 
With bett er quality, you can update the inside of your home quickly.
 I always recommend professional painters, as it is a true skill set. If you are 
budget conscious in this area, you may be able to help with some of the prep 
or furniture moving, but please leave the painting to the ones who do it 40-
plus hours a week.
 When we remodeled our home 10 years ago, we opted for a smooth tex-
ture everywhere except in the living and dining room, which we covered in 
a heavy antique texture. In our current spring clean, we had the entire area 
changed to a beautiful smooth coat. Th e new paint sings on the walls. I feel 
happy every time I walk in!
 What rooms will you change?
 Most painting contractors can handle the texture change, and will charge 
by the square foot. Be prepared, it can be messy, but oh so worth it! Look at 
the photos on page D10 to see progress in our home.
 2) Lighting fi xture updates. Th e other area we are updating is lighting fi x-
tures. For a relatively inexpensive amount, you can update your look. Th e 
budget for lighting fi xtures can be $100 to $300 per fi xture on the low end, 
up to $500 or more per fi xture on the medium to high end. Certainly the sky’s 
the limit, but with the advent of Amazon Prime and other shopping sites, we 
can now source many brands online that were off  limits to the consumer just 
fi ve years ago via the design trade.
 Next month we will be tackling the balance of the project and I will share 
photos of our progress again. I allott ed four weeks to complete the entire 
project, and even with the rain, we are right on schedule.
 Granted, this is what I do for a living, but even with careful planning, 
some things can be on back order. My team and I spent one week with a deep 
plan, and had three rooms as contingencies, meaning, if we ran over budget, 
we’d hold off  on those rooms. I will let you know how it goes!

Stylish Solutions

Give your interiors a March Makeover
... continued from page D12

Ann McDonald, IIDA, NAPO, is the Founder/
CEO of Couture Chateau, a luxury interior 
design fi rm in Orinda. For a complete blog 
post including other design ideas, visit www.
couturechateau.com/blog.
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March Gardening Guide  

Go Gaelic green in the garden  
By Cynthia Brian
“May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be ever at your back. May the sun shine warm upon your face, and the rain fall soft ly on your fi elds.” —- Irish Blessing

Although I don’t have an ounce of Irish in me, every 
March I get excited to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. 
Besides the fact that the beloved rebirth of nature is 

offi  cially only days away, my adoration of the Emerald Isle is 
deep-rooted. My good fortune as a child was to be taught for 
eight full years by dedicated, intelligent Irish nuns, and to be 
mentored by Irish priests who had my best interests at heart. I 
danced throughout California in an Irish dance troop and one 
of my best friends in the world is my Irish pen pal, whom I 
met through lett ers crossing the Atlantic at the age of eight. My 
Irish fi rst-grade teacher and I are still in constant correspon-
dence. She always told me she kept a leprechaun in her pocket 
just in case she needed a trick or two. Fortunately I’ve been 
blessed to spend many weeks with these friends in their very 
green country where I’ve been offi  cially christened an “honor-
ary Irish woman.” 
 With the propensity of rain that we’ve enjoyed this past 
winter, our countryside is looking very much like the verdant 
island. As I look at the catt le grazing on the hill, I am reminded 
of my friend’s dairy farm in Limerick where the rich milk goes 
to produce Bailey’s Irish Cream. I milked those cows when I 
visited and was rewarded by a shower of hot manure on my 
hair. Th at was many years ago, but I’ll never forget the smell…
and the laughter. 
 Since that time, I have always grown shamrocks, which 
here in America we call oxalis, a noxious weed. Nevertheless, 
I have a major fondness for the bright yellow or pink fl owers 
of these shamrocks as I seek the rare four-leaf clover patt ern. 
For each petal on the shamrock a wish of good health, good 
luck, and eternal happiness are bestowed. I’ll take all of the 
blessings and positive thoughts off ered! If you are not a fan of 
shamrocks, plant baby tears in a shaded garden. Th ey, too, are 
reminiscent of the Celtic spirit. 
 Th e good news is that spring is coming and with it an 
abundance of fl owers and beauty. All you have to do is look 
around to witness the beautiful blossoms on pear and peach 
trees. My plums have already fi nished blooming and are leafi ng 
out. Rose bushes are budding. My calla lilies, daff odils, cro-
cosimias, hyacinths and tulips are abloom, spreading their joy 
and fragrance throughout the landscape. 
 It’s time to pull the weeds, prepare the soil, and get ready 
for a wonderful season of seeding and sowing. 
 May the luck of the Irish be with you!

Th e bright white blossoms of a fl owering pear tree. Photos Cynthia Brian

A close up of the Peace Lily. Red-veined dock, part of the Rumex genus, is an edible lemony-tasting sorrel.
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CUT budding branches from fruit trees to place in a vase to watch the petals open. Add a few 
drops of bleach to the water to prolong the blooms. A few sprigs of narcissus provide perfume 
to an entire room.

USE baby tears as a ground cover in shaded areas as a prett y green carpet.

CUT calla lilies to be used indoors in a vase. Th ey will last two or more weeks as long as you 
replace the water regularly and add a drop of bleach or lemon juice to the water.

INVITE the wood nymphs, faeries, and leprechauns into your garden to help you with your 
chores by providing hiding places for these wee ones. 

CLEANSE your indoor air with a container of peace lilies, also known as the sail plant. 

FORA GE for wild greens including Miner’s lett uce, mustard, creek watercress and wild straw-
berries. Th e young leaves are delicious in salads. 

PULL weeds as soon as the rains terminate. Leave weeds on hillsides to prevent erosion until 
the end of next month. 

PREPARE your soil for next month’s planting by mixing your compost into the topsoil. Don’t 
rototill unless you are creating a new garden bed as you don’t want to disturb the existing 
ecosystem that surely contains many worms.

FERTILIZE lawns, trees and annuals with a high-nitrogen organic fertilizer. It’s best to 
fertilize your lawns when you know it’s going to rain to assure a deep feeding. Th e winter rains 
have defi nitely stripped our soil of nutrients making it necessary to boost the nutrition now. 
Remember to mow without the bag as the lawn cutt ings are rich in nourishment for the grass. 

TIME to reseed or sod lawns. My preferred grass seeds are purchased from Pearl’s Premium. 
www.PearlsPremium.com. I also really like mixing in clover as it is self-fertilizing and always 
green. You do have to like having tiny white or pink fl owers in your grass. 

NET areas where you are seeding, both in gardens or grass. Th e birds will be voracious eaters 
if you don’t protect your seedlings. 

WEAR green on March 17 and pin a clover on your collar or the banshees will be coming for 
you. 

BUY packets of seeds for vegetables, vines, herbs and fl owers from companies you trust. Look 
for heirloom varieties and non-GMO. Th ere are many companies to choose from including 
Renee’s Garden, Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds, Plant Delights Nursery, White Flower Farm, 
Select Seeds and many others. 

CONTINUE to collect fallen camellias until the end of the blooming season. Do not let the 
dying or dead fl owers remain on the ground or you’ll jeopardize the mother plant. 

PRE-ORDER my forthcoming garden book, “Growing with the Goddess Gardener,” Book I 
in the Garden Shorts Series. All pre-orders will receive extra goodies such as heirloom seeds, 
bookmarks and more. Email me for details, Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com. Twenty-fi ve 
percent of the proceeds benefi t the 501c3 Be the Star You Are! charity. 

RELEASE your perfection att itude in the garden. Take your cues from the chaos that is 
nature. Let it go and let it grow!

SING a lullaby, dream of castles, kiss the Blarney Stone, and celebrate the vernal equinox with 
an Irish jig. 

CONGRA TULATIONS to Andy and Wendy Scheck for 10 years of stellar publishing of 
the Lamorinda Weekly. I am honored and grateful to be a part of this elite writing team. Our 
community is bett er because of this newspaper. Th ank you!

Cynthia Brian’s Garden Guide for March

Raised beds with edible greens and lett uces.

Th e bright blooms of crocosimias.
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Landscape Consultation
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Cynthia Brian, Th e Goddess Gardener, is a New York 
Times best selling author, actor, radio personality, 
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the 
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You 
Are1® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at www.
StarStyleRadio.net
Available for hire for any project.  
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR

Cynthia Brian

A bed of Baby Tears.
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31 Paintbrush Lane    Beyond your 
“Wilder” dreams! .53 acre lot with views 
plus approved plans for a new 4,500-
5,000 sq. ft. Swatt-Miers designed home. 
The hard work is done, get ready to 
build!                   

36 El Patio 1st time on market in 50 
years! Fabulous 5 bdrm estate home 
in heart of country club w/ gourmet 
kitchen/ family room, formal dining 
+detached guest cottage. Hdwd fl rs, 
French drs, lovely grounds w/ adjacent 
vacant lot.                   

3333 Hamlin Road    Super 
opportunity on almost 20 acres. One 
of the last big parcels of land in 
Lafayette to develop. Truly a rare fi nd of 
magnifi cent allure of beauty & close-in 
trail are appeal.

114 Cora Court    Flat .38 acre lot 
with incredible park-like setting in lovely 
neighborhood. Close to BART, freeway, 
shopping, Trail. Also, for sale separately 
is 110 Cora Court which is a 3+bd/2.5ba 
on .50 acre lot.

220 Camino Sobrante    
Very special location on lake near town, 
commute, BART & Orinda Country 
Club. 4bd/4ba home with great layout 
for enjoying comfortable living & 
entertaining. Alluring, beautiful lot with 
sports court.                    

392 Springfi eld Place Updated 
2,374 sq.ft. 2 story traditional on a .227 
acre corner lot - 4+bd/2.5ba w/hard-
wood fl oors, kitchen/family rm combo 
overlooking level yard. Close to award 
winning K-8 schools, hiking trails.

2425 Mira Vista Drive Enjoy 
incredible views of the Golden Gate 
Bridge from this updated 1965 sq. 
ft. home with an open fl oor plan, 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, a bonus room 
downstairs and a Bocce ball court!              

215 Grover Lane
Top location in desirable South Walnut 
Creek! Spacious 4bd/2ba rancher 
w/1928sf on a .44 acre lot w/privacy 
near end of cul-de-sac. Vaulted ceilings, 
kitchen/ family combo. Close to BART, 
top schools.                  

109 Van Ripper Lane    Don’t miss 
this exquisitely remodeled 4bd/3ba 
single level Sleepy Hollow gem! 
Hardwood fl oors, stainless appliances 
and incredible master suite are just a few 
highlights. Come See!                    

918A Dewing Avenue
Lovely cottage style townhome with 2 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, apx. 1245 sq, ft,, 
high ceiling, detached garage. Excellent 
location, close to downtown Lafayette, 
BART. Top schools!                

1908 Golden Rain #2
New Rossmoor Beauty! Updated and 
expanded 1325 square foot 2 bedroom, 2 
bath Yosemite model. Level-in, light and 
bright end unit!                

110 Cora Court    Beautiful 
3+bd/2.5ba home including Au Pair 
on .50 acre. Also, for sale separately is 
114 Cora Ct which is a fl at .38 acre lot. 
Acalanes School District.               

5 La Sombra Court 
Charming East Coast style 2191 
square foot home with 5 bedrooms, 
2 baths on level half acre, small 
friendly court!                 

23 Via Hermosa Exceptional 
craftsmanship of unparalleled quality 
join together in a breathtaking setting. 
5-star resort atmosphere with yard, 
terraces, infi nity pool & spa + forever 
views across valley to Mt. Diablo.

1204 Glen Road Stunning new 
construction by SpringHill Homes boasts 
4225 sf of exceptional open living spaces 
& beautifully landscaped level backyard 
on 2.06 acres with views in sought after 
Happy Valley Glen.

1827 Holland Drive 
Beautiful 2 story townhome conveniently 
located near freeways, BART, & 
shopping. New paint, newer carpet, 
updated kitchen, indoor laundry, attached 
2 car garage, 2 private patios.           

New Listing New Listing

Coming Soon

New ListingNew Listing

New Listing New Listing

New Listing

New ListingNew Listing New ListingBack on Market

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore 

Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

Charles Levine
Erin Martin

April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

John Nash
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith

Jeff  Snell
Lynda Snell

Clark Th ompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

$1,150,000

$2,498,000

$2,500,000

$400,000

$1,650,000

Call for Price

$799,000

$849,000

$1,975,000

$675,000

$475,000

$1,200,000

$1,299,000

$2,950,000

$3,650,000

$559,000


