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5 biographies of stars of Golden Age
of Movies by Swindell republished

By Sophie Braccini

Larry Swindell

orty-eight years ago, Larry

Swindell published his first
book, “Spencer Tracy: A Biog-
raphy,” about the legendary Hol-
lywood actor who had starred in
some 75 movies from “Captain
Courageous” to “Guess Who'’s
Coming To Dinner.” Swindell,
who was a journalist, editor and
drama critic published four more
biographies of Hollywood Gold-
en Age’s stars, about Carol Lom-
bard —his best seller — Gary
Cooper, Charles Boyer, and John
Garfield, the one he finds the most
profound. These books had been
out of print for some 20 years, but
a new editor contacted Swindell
and now both hardcovers and pa-
perbacks have been printed again.
What Swindell considers to be
historical pieces are available on-
line and in all good bookstores.

Swindell was teaching on the
brand new campus at UC Irvine
when it all started. Being an ad-
junct professor was a second pas-
sion of his, his first were always
literature and history. When Tracy
died Swindell put together for the
university a memorial retrospec-
tive of his films with a brochure
to accompany the film series. A
literary agent got hold of the bro-
chure, and called Swindell to ask
if he would write a whole biogra-
phy. Swindell said yes, not really
believing that the agent would
get a publishing contract for the
book. (There was no self-publish-
ing at the time.) But the agent did
and Swindell got to work.

Now living in Moraga, Swin-
dell explains that he had met Tra-
cy twice, and it was not necessar-
ily a fond memory. The first time
it was as a UCLA student when
he proposed to write a memoir on
an actor that had been successful
both on stage and in movies and
suggested Tracy. UCLA got an
appointment for Swindell through
the Metro Goldwin Mayer studio
that had Tracy under contract, but
the actor didn’t have much time
for a student and gave Swindell
a hard time when he came for
the interview. Swindell ended
up writing about someone else.
Fifteen years later, he met again
with Tracy at a baseball game; the
actor remembered him and the in-
teraction was much more cordial.

Every time Swindell wrote
about a star, it was after their
death. Sometimes he had met
them, such as Charles Boyer —
whose wife had invited Swindell
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for dinner after the publication
of Tracy’s book where she was
featured — but most of the times
not. Writing these biographies
was really an investigative jour-
nalist work, digging as much as
possible about the star he was in-
terested in, sometimes in cooper-
ation with the family, and some-
times against it. “Spencer Tracy’s
widow was opposed to my work,”
remembers Swindell. When one
understands that Tracy never di-
vorced her but lived many years
with his movie partner Katharine
Hepburn, one might understand
the wife’s wariness.

Swindell says that he always
wrote what he wanted to, but
it was not without difficulties.
When he wrote his biography of
John Garfield, the editor refused
version after version of the manu-
script. “They wanted dirt,” says
Swindell. The young actor was
known for links with the Com-
munist party and Swindell would
not elaborate beyond hard facts.
Another editor finally was able to
publish the book. Swindell says
that his books are not a collection
of anecdotes for tabloids, they
give a real historical perspective
of the area and the industry.

Swindell also had difficulty
with his biography of Humphrey
Bogart that was refused by the
editor. The author candidly ex-
plains that his perception is that
the man, who was a remarkable
actor, was somewhat dull as an
individual.

Swindell stopped writing bi-
ographies years ago, and has no
desire for working on the lives
of more recent stars. Instead, he
has started to write a history of
American movies from 1898 to
today, a gigantic task that requires
not only the use of his sharp and
vast memory, but also the consul-
tation of his large personal library
that contains references to all the
movies ever made in this coun-
try. He says that it will take him a
few more years to complete it. He
does not have a contract for that
behemoth, but he shares it with
friends and family as he writes it,
and expects that academic movie
departments will have an interest.

There is of course a bit of
nostalgia in Swindell’s love of
the movies of the 1930s and 40s.
He liked a time when everyone
went to the movies, when par-
ents could trust the industry, and
whole families could see any

film together. He explains that
the studios had strict guidelines
about what could and could not
be done. For example, an unpun-
ished crime could not be made.
However he believes that this
frame did not stifle the directors’
creativity, that instead it required
more inventiveness on their part.

Swindell’s phenomenal mem-
ory is also put to good use month-
ly for moviegoers at the Rheem
Theater, as he introduces the clas-
sic films he proposes to theater
manager Derek Zemrak. With
period anecdotes in introducing
the movies, Swindell transports
the spectators back in time, giv-
ing them impression that they
too were intimate with the Carry
Grants, Betty Davises and other
John Waynes.

On March 15 viewers will
see “The Woman in the Window”
with Edward G. Robinson and
Joanne Bennett, and on April 19
“The Rainmaker” with Burt Lan-
caster and Katharine Hepburn.
The classic films always play at
2 p.m. the third Wednesday of the
month.
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Food, Supp

lies, and Toys

For birds, cats, dogs, fish, reptiles, small animals,
premium chicken feeds. Also in organic Non-GMO

Small Animal
Sales, Grooming & Boarding, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Mice, Rats, Hamsters.
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og, Cat, Birds, Fish and Small Animals

I Toys & Supplies

15% off’

*Any purchase excluding dog and cat food, chicken and goat feed.
With coupon, Not valid with any other offers or Frontline, Fiprougard,
Advantage or Advantix. 1 coupon per person. Exp. 5/3/17
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Dog, Cat, Chicken

or' Goat Food

I10%oﬁ

*With coupon, 1 coupon per person.

Exp.5/3/17

n!FREE SmallPet |
| Boarding

Hamsters, rabbits, I
guinea pigs, birds, mice
| rats, reptiles

I
| ONE FREE NIGHT |

No purchase necessary. New clients. Limit

cage Based on availability. Exp. 5/3/17
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Rheem Valley Center 3868 Park Street Moraga (925) 376-86399

Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday 11a.m.to5 p.m.

Safe, reliable and affordable
home care from professionals
who truly care!
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www.careindeed.com
info@careindeed.com
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1700 Tice Valley Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
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YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

Serving the Greater Bay Area

Saturday, March 25, 2017
at 2:00pm

BOOK
SIGNING

and relive some golden memories with us!

LifeatByronPark.com

VOICES OF AMERICA

Golden Memories
of the San Francisco

Bay Area

Join us for a nostalgic and inspiring event with author, Steven Friedman as he shares
excerpts from his book, Voices of America, Golden Memories of the San Francisco Bay Area.
Steven has let nine longtime residents, all of whom were either born in San Francisco
or have lived in the Bay Area for at least 50 years, tell their stories in this volume,
capturing the vibrant culture and breathtaking beauty of Northern California.

Copies will be available for purchase or bring your copy to be signed. Bring a friend

To RSVP, please call 888.713.2228 by March 20

Facebook.com/ByronParkSeniors
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