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With a backdrop of rolling green hills, local dig-
nitaries, EBMUD offi cials and representatives 
of the John Muir Land Trust offi cially cele-

brated the preservation of Carr Ranch, the large expanse 
of land just beyond Rancho Laguna Park.
 The 604 acres owned by the Carr Ranch for 103 years 
is not just going to be used for pristine hikes, but as a 
valuable watershed for Lamorinda residents. “Delivering 
high quality drinking water to our customers relies on EB-
MUD’s commitment carefully managing our watershed 
lands,” said Richard Sykes, director of Natural Resources 

for EBMUD. He said his staff worked for more than eight 
years to create a fi rst-ever conservation bank on EBMUD 
land in Pinole, which provided the funding to purchase the 
Carr Ranch land. He thanked the John Muir Land Trust 
for the “historic solution” that permanently preserves a 
total of 1,000 acres of watershed land.
 With the Orinda water plant currently shut down for 
maintenance, much of Lamorinda’s drinking water is 
coming from that watershed.
 Acquiring Carr Ranch in June was a huge accomplish-
ment for the JMLT. For almost 100 years, the 600 acres of 

rolling hills and spectacular views on unincorporated land 
at the southern border of Moraga, including grazing land, 
ponds, creeks and woods and views that extend to the San 
Francisco Bay, has been managed by the Carr family. Af-
ter years of discussion, the family made the decision to 
enter into a contractual relationship with the JMLT, a non-
profi t organization that manages expanses of open space 
in perpetuity throughout Contra Costa County. 
 The preserve should be open to the public next fall.
            —Peggy Spear
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From left, Moraga Mayor Teresa Onoda, District II Supervisor Candace Andersen, EBMUD Ward 3 Board Member Marguerite Young, EBMUD General Manager Alexander R. Coate, EBMUD Director 

of Water and Natural Resources Richard Sykes and Executive Director of the John Muir Land Trust Lynus Eukel honor the Carr Ranch preservation.                     Photo Andy Scheck

EBMUD Celebrates Carr Ranch watershed acquisition

LAC honors young local artists
By Kara Navolio

Brazilian beach volleyball 
comes to Moraga Commons
By John T. Miller

A large dose of Rio de Janeiro arrived 
in the Lamorinda area recently when 

Fabio Ribeiro moved here to establish a 
Brazilian beach volleyball club. The club 
is called Carioca, which literally trans-
lates to “born in Rio.”
 “It’s appropriate,” he says, “since Rio 
hosted the fi rst six beach championship 
main events back in the 80s.” Ribeiro was 
also born in Rio, and grew up playing on 
the beaches there.
 Although volleyball was his fi rst love, 
the lanky 6-foot, 9-inch three-sport athlete 
— he also played basketball and swam —
took a detour in order to be able to come to 
the United States. 
 “There was very little college oppor-
tunity for volleyball back then, so I ac-
cepted a scholarship to play basketball at 
the University of Hawaii,” said Ribeiro. 
“I then played 10 years of pro ball in Eu-
rope.”                ... continued on page A14

Josie Cole    Photo John T. Miller

The energy and excitement was palpable as 
close to 300 student artists and their families 

awaited the announcement of this year’s winners 
of the High School Visual Arts Competition host-
ed by the Lamorinda Arts Council. 
 The event, on March 8, was the 14th annual 

celebration of local young artists from eight area 
high schools, including the four high schools in 
the Acalanes Union High School District and 
four private schools in the Lamorinda commu-
nity.         ... continued on page A12

Happy winners at the 14th annual High School Visual Arts Competition: Henry Braff  (Bentley Upper 

School), Nicole Edwards (Acalanes), Charlotte Ensley (Acalanes), April Lindblad (Campolindo), Zoe Ven-

able ( Miramonte).                   Photo Kara Navolio

Setting The Bar. Then Raising It.
        Celebrating 18 Years with Coldwell Banker Orinda

o  rod er  erien e  es lts  isite resentation 
         Your best interest is always my priority.

Laura Abrams

Top 50 Coldwell Banker Bay Area 2016
 nternational residents lite 2016

5 Moraga Way, Orinda  CA.
laura@lauraabrams.com

Cell: 510-697-3225
www.lauraabrams.com

CA B 01272382 

925-

Farmers’ Market

SATURDAY’S 9-1PM • APRIL - NOVEMBER
Celebrating 20 Years!

At Orinda VillageOPENS SATURDAY,APRIL 1ST!



  Page:   A2                 LAMORINDA WEEKLY               925-377-0977            www.lamorindaweekly.com       Wednesday, March 22, 2017

Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette: 
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.lafayettechamber.org

JUST LISTED | 1ST OPEN SUN. 1-4JUST LISTED 
 5 Bed | 3 Bath | 2970± Sq. Ft. | .36± Acre

Offered at $1,995,000
549ARROWHEADDRIVE.COM

4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 3588± Sq. Ft. | 1.25± Acre 
Offered at $2,175,000

3924QUAILRIDGEROAD.COM

3924 QUAIL RIDGE ROAD, LAFAYETTE 549 ARROWHEAD DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

DANAGREENTEAM.COM925.339.1918�|�LICENSE # 01482454

L A FAY E T T E ’ S  # 1  R E A LT O R  S I N C E  2 0 0 8

T H E  DA N A  G R E E N  T E A M  P R O U D LY  P R E S E N T S . . .

Call me for an appointment to view these exciting new listings!

JUST LISTED
 3 Bed + Bonus | 3 Bath | 1953± Sq. Ft. | .24± Acre

Offered at $1,325,000
934DIABLODRIVE.COM

934 DIABLO DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

Lafayette Police Department 
Incident Summary Report 
Feb. 26 - March 11
Alarms 69
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 20
Noise complaints 8
Traffi c stops 182
Suspicious Circumstances 22
Suspicious Subjects 31
Suspicious Vehicles 39
Welfare Check 2
Reckless Driving 16
Auto Burglary
 3200 Block Marlene Dr.
 1000 Block Carol Ln.
 1000 Block Carol Ln.
 300 Block Hermosa Ct.
 3100 Block Camino Colorados
 3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.
 1000 Block Carol Ln.
 Upper Happy Valley Rd./
      El Nido Ranch Rd.
Civil Problem 
 3500 Block Walnut St.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Civil Standby
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Commercial Burglary
 3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Computer Fraud
 3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Disturbing The Peace
 Deer Hill Rd./1st St.
 3400 Block School St.
Drunk In Public
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Dui Misd
 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Fire/ems Response Info
 3300 Block Sweet Dr.
 3300 Block S Lucille Ln.
 1200 Block Redwood Ln.
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Found Property
 Police Department
 10 Block Tanglewood Pl.
 Police Department
 4100 Block Hidden Valley Rd.
 Deer Hill Rd./Happy Valley Rd.
Fraud False Pretenses
 700 Block Los Palos Dr.
Hailed By Citizen
 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Brown Av
 70 Block Station
 3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Police Department
Harassment
 Stanley Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
 20 Block Meek Pl.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 70 Block Lafayette Cr.
 3300 Block Springhill Rd.
 3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
Identity Theft
 1000 Block Serrano Ct.
 4000 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Litter
 3000 Block Rohrer Dr.
Loitering
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lost Property
 St Marys Rd./S. Lucille Ln.
Misc Burglary
 20 Block Cosso Ct.
Missing Adult
 900 Block S Thompson Rd.
Neighbor Dispute
 400 Block Frederika Ave.
Petty Theft
 1000 Block 2nd St.
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
 3100 Block Cordova Wy
 3100 Block Rohrer Dr.
 3900 Block Leroy Way
 30 Block Meek Pl.
 1100 Block Loveland Dr. (2)
 1000 Block Woodbury St
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft Bicycle
 3400 Block School St.
Petty Theft From Vehicle
 Police Department
Phone Harass
 600 Block Huntleigh Dr.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Promiscuous Shooting
 1300 Block Block Reliez Valley Rd.
Public Assembly Check
 3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.
 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
 3300 Block Springhill Rd.
Public Nuisance
 3400 Block Monroe Av
 Monroe Ave./Moraga Blvd.
 Stanley Blvd./Quandt Rd.
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 800 Block Upland Dr.
 Hope Ln./St. Marys Rd.
Residential Burglary
 500 Block Hunsaker Canyon 
Rd.
 3100 Block Cordova Way
 3400 Block Goyak Dr.
Shoplift
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (4)
Trespass
 500 Block St Marys Rd.
Trespass with Vehicle
 3400 Block Black Hawk Rd. (2)
Unwanted Guest
 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Bank Of America
 1000 Block Aileen St.
Vandalism 
 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 900 Block Moraga Rd.
 3100 Block Lucas Dr.
Vehicle Theft
 900 Block Hough Ave.
 1000 Block Laurel Dr.
Verbal Dispute
 1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
 3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 1000 Block 2nd St.

Public art is coming soon to a roundabout near you
By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette continues to beautify 
its city with art. The city’s pub-

lic art committee recently reviewed 
proposals for the latest piece, to be 
installed on the new Pleasant Hill 
Road/Olympic Boulevard round-
about and has narrowed the choice 
from four down to two.
 The two potential installa-
tions can be seen on the city web-
site and residents can review the 
proposals which are on display in 
the Lafayette Library & Learning 
Center in the Homework Room 
until March 27. Public comments 
are invited through the website.
 It is a contest between a 16-
foot sculpture, made of eight 
corten-steel connected dodecahe-
drons atop a fi ve-foot pedestal by 
artist David Mudgett from Wal-
nut Creek titled “Resolve,” and 
“Chameleon” a 17-foot colorful, 
welded steel structure with four 
elements – a fl owerpot, tree, cha-
meleon and dragonfl y by Oak-
land artist Gale Wagner.
 In November 2016 the city 
council approved funding for the 

project to the tune of $125,000.
 The Public Art Committee 

will meet on April 12 and will 
then take their recommendation 

to the Lafayette City Council 
meeting on May 8.

Timing is everything for Pleasant 
Hill Road corridor traffic signals
By Pippa Fisher

Traffi c should continue to ease a bit 
on the southern section of a heav-

ily traveled thoroughfare in Lafayette 
during commute hours.
 Local lawmakers gave the go-
ahead to continue the revised traffi c 
signal timing on Pleasant Hill Road by 
a unanimous 4-0 vote, with Lafayette 
City Council Member Ivor Samson 
absent at the city council meeting on 
March 13.
 The council heard from City Engi-
neer Tony Coe, who presented the results 
of the recent analysis by TJKM Consul-
tants, which reviewed the signal timing 
plans that have been in place over the 
past three months as a temporary trial. 

                ... continued on page A3

“Chameleon” is one of the proposed designs for public art at the Pleasant Hill Road roudabout. Image provided

Traffi  c on Pleasant Hill Road.                                                   Photo Pippa Fisher

Pamela Halloran
Real Estate Broker

3BR/2BA, 2074± sq. ft. 
home on a .41± acre lot. 

Super charming on a large 
lot, in an ideal commute 

location. 

Scheduled Open Houses 
April 25th & 26th | May 1st & 2nd

Call Pamela and start turning 
your dreams into reality!

925.323.4100

Listing and Selling 
for over 25 years!

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com | PamelaHalloran.com
License #: 00936191

New Listing in Lafayette!

4043 Valente Court 

City Council 
Monday, March 27, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, April 3, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Design Review
Monday, March 27, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, April 19, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, April 19, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Offi ce Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us
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L a f a y e t t e  •  M o r a g a  •  O r i n d a Cal BRE 1221247

94 Sanders Ranch Rd., 
Moraga, CA 

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT 
LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees 
of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Rarely available  Located 

on fabulous flat lot in Sanders 
Ranch  •  Completely updated and 

expanded with Chef’s kitchen / 

family combo •   main floor office   

• Media/bonus room •  

Oversized master suite with office 
•  Park-like •  flat lot with pool,  

spa & sport court • Views •  and  

wonderful expansive lawns, gardens 

& play areas

94 Sanders Ranch Rd

Great Bonus Room
5 Brs - 3.5 Baths 
4652 sq ft (approx.)
.66 acre Park-like lot
Sport Court & Pool

G B R

Live in your own Park!

www.94SandersRanchRd.com        

New Sufi Sanctuary 
opens in Saranap area
By John T. Miller

After four years of planning and 
debate and nearly fi ve years of 

construction, Sufi sm Reoriented, 
located in the Saranap area, inau-
gurated its new sanctuary with a 
series of events over the last few 
weekends.
 The formal ribbon cutting took 
place at 3:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb 
24, which corresponded to the ex-
act time in India when the group’s 
spiritual leader and founder, Meher 
Baba, was born.
 Their current leader, or Mur-
shida, Dr. Carol Weyland Conner, 
unveiled a pair of plaques outside 
the sanctuary and led approximate-
ly 350 members inside. In her in-
augural address, Murshida Conner 
stressed the deeper meanings of the 
sanctuary: “My primary aim was to 
create a beautiful building as an ex-
pression of our worship. In all spir-
itual traditions, design of a sanctu-
ary strives to give outward material 
form to the still, sacred space at the 
center of the human heart.” 
 On Saturday, the self-described 
nondenominational group cel-
ebrated the design, construction 
and operation of the new sanctuary 
and honored all those who helped 
build it. The afternoon presentation 
focused on one of the groups more 
important precepts, “Mastery in 
Servitude.” Meher Baba taught that 
true mastery of life comes through 
devoting one’s life completely to 
the service of God’s world. The 
program highlighted four of the 
main ways that the group gives 
back to the community:

 The Meher Schools in Lafay-
ette, created by Murshida Duce in 
1975, has provided nonsectarian 
education to thousands of children. 
 White Pony Express was cre-
ated by Murshida Conner to re-
distribute the abundant surplus of 
material wealth in Contra Costa 
County to those in need. The food 
rescue program picks up close to 
5,000 pounds of surplus food ev-
ery day and delivers it free to those 
who feed the hungry.
 The Free General Store and its 
mobile boutique has given away 
255,000 articles of new or like-
new clothing and 92,000 children’s 
books, games, and toys to people in 
neighborhoods of need.
 The renowned Francis in the 
Schools program was started by 
Murshida Conner to serve urban 
neighborhoods of poverty, neglect 
and abuse. Volunteers create an Um-
brian Renaissance Faire for the chil-
dren and treat them to an afternoon 
of fun and respect. To date, 12,000 
children have attended the programs.
 One of the most moving events 
occurred Saturday, when all the 
people who worked on the build-
ing, along with their families, were 
invited and honored. Later they saw 
a 10-minute video presentation of 
their work. Many of the construc-
tion workers were visibly moved 
by their recognition. One worker 
who helped with the waterproofi ng 
of the underground facilities said, 
“I’ve never before been thanked by 
anyone for the work I’ve done.”
 ... continued on page A9

Pleasant Hill Road Corridor
... continued from page A2
 The Pleasant Hill Road corri-
dor — the area running from the 
north at the Lafayette border as 
far as the 680 intersection to the 
south — has long been a problem 
for motorists during the morning 
commute hours.
 The city heard concerns and 
answered questions from resi-
dents last year at a packed out-
reach meeting at Acalanes High 
School. A major concern was the 
traffi c on Reliez Valley Road and 
the diffi culty turning onto Pleas-
ant Hill Road at peak times.
 The revised signals from the 
side streets, which run the green 
light now for the maximum al-
lowed time regardless of traffi c, 
has the effect of “metering” the 
traffi c further up Pleasant Hill 
Road, which in turn allows bet-
ter management of traffi c further 
south. It also eases access onto 
Pleasant Hill Road for drivers 
turning right from Reliez Valley 
Road.
 Coe said that they have stud-
ied the diversion rate – those cars 
choosing to use Reliez Valley 
Road from Withers Avenue fur-

ther north in order to cut through 
– and have found an insignifi cant 
increase of 4 percent. However 
the study recommends continued 
monitoring of the situation.
 The council had questions for 
Coe, particularly regarding how to 
discourage drivers from using Re-
liez Valley Road as an alternative 
route and raised the possibility of 
engaging with the traffi c naviga-
tion app Waze to ensure out of 
town traffi c traveling through is 
not being automatically recom-
mended to use this route.
 The four members of council 
present voted to adopt the staff 
recommendation and asked for 
quarterly reports from staff. 
 The council passed a second 
motion to have the city staff come 
back with an outline of additional 
measures that could be imple-
mented if necessary to divert traf-
fi c from Reliez Valley Road, to 
look further into Waze, to study 
the implications of extending the 
right hand turn lane towards Deer 
Hill Road and to look at the left 
turn onto Stanley Boulevard.

From left, Ira Deitrick, Project Manager Bob Carpenter and Murshida Carol 

Weyland Conner.               Photo provided

    P
ending!

    A
ctive!

Price Gallegos Group
Amy S. Price & Christine Gallegos

925.997.6808 | 415.606.2047
pricegallegos.com

amy.price@pacunion.com
christine.gallegos@pacunion.com

License #: 01433269 | 01896511

It’s a Seller’s Market!

3337 Sweet Drive, Lafayette | $1,040,000 

3BR/2BA updated home with views.

3341 Betty Lane, Lafayette | Off Market 

4BR/3BA, 1900± sq. ft. Gorgeous updates & a fabulous yard.

Buyers are eager to buy in 2017!

If you would like to sell your home for the highest price and 
quickly, give us a call to learn how we can help you achieve your 

real estate goals.

Wedding consultations are always complementary,
give us a call for an appointment

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayett e     www.fl oralartsfl orist.com

(925) 284-5765
Flowers for all occasions “THE KNOT”
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For several years now former 
Moraga Mayor and Town 

Council member Lynda Descham-
bault has taken on the cleanup of 
the Mulholland Ridge open space 
area from invasive plants with 
groups of volunteers. 
 What started as a one- or two-
person effort is now a group project 
involving local adults and students 
who enjoy contributing their time to 
the community. From the town’s per-
spective, Mulholland needs to serve 
as a defensive fi re space between 
Moraga and Orinda, and the manda-
tory nature of the offi cial plans for the 
future of the open space preserve is 
unclear.
 Deschambault has been a cham-
pion for open space since she ran 
for council in 2004. She says that 
Mulholland is the reason why she 
put an offer on a house in Moraga: 
It’s a hike in her backyard. 
 When she was on the council, 
the town conducted an environmen-
tal study of the park and received a 

Mulholland Habitat Preservation 
and Restoration Plan. She remem-
bers that the environmental report 
was approved, but it is not clear if 
the town voted to accept the resto-
ration plan that includes removal of 
nonnative plants and restoration of 
natural habitat in the 250-acre open 
space area along Donald Drive. 
Parks and Recreation Director Jay 
Ingram is not sure either about the 
mandatory nature of the plan.
 For Ingram, the fi rst priority 
up there is fi re safety. Last year the 
town rceived a grant from Diablo 
FireSafe Council; the fi rst year the 
money was used to clear up the 
eucalyptus grove behind the Haci-
enda de las Flores, and this year the 
director is electing to widen the fi re 
buffer between Moraga and Orinda 
by having weeds cut on each side of 
the road that runs along the ridge, 
including coyote brush. He adds 
that a biologist is working with the 
town so nesting sites would not be 
disturbed.
 Deschambault’s priority is dif-
ferent: She wants invasive plants 
such as thistles and French brooms 
to be removed while natives, such 
as coyote brush, should be preserved 
as they serve the natural cycles. She 
says that the restoration plan that was 
defi ned in 2007 with expert Moraga 
volunteers such as Malcolm Sproul 
and Gail DeLala list the plants and 
animal species present on this natu-
ral piece of property and recommend 
that nothing else but plant restoration 
be done there.
 Moraga Town Council Mem-

ber Jeanette Fritzky is one of the 
volunteers helping Deschambault 
and explains that it takes training 
to identify the different plants. She 
adds that it’s better to leave the 
cleanup to trained volunteers.
 Fritzky secured weed wrenches 
from EBMUD to supplement the 
tools given to the volunteers by the 
town the fi rst two Sundays in Janu-
ary and February when they started 
the work. She also talked to Cam-

polindo High School Advanced 
Placement environmental science 
teacher Tren Kauzer and some stu-
dents will come to help on March 
26, the last day of cleanup.
 Ingram adds that volunteer sup-
port is crucial in Moraga and that 
there are more projects residents 
can help with. They can contact 
Moraga Parks and Recreation De-
partment at (925) 376-2520 if they 
want to get involved.

Alarms
Feb 25 location n/a
Feb 26  (2) location n/a
Feb 27 100 block Fernwood
Feb 27 100 block Brookline
Feb 27 1700 block Spyglass Ln.
March 2  (2) location n/a
March 4 location n/a 
March 6 location n/a

ID Theft
Feb 23 Bloomingdales, Macy’s, 
fraud tax ID
Feb 24 tax fraud attempt

Fraud 
Feb 24 Three fraudulent checks; 
same person; same amount

Feb 27 Fraud 
Six fraudulent charges totaling 
more than $900 were made to a 
company in India on one victim’s 
charge card. 

Feb 27 Hit & Run, no injuries 
A driver nicked the door of a parked 
U-Haul; U-Haul user pursued 
on foot. Driver said she was 
unaware she hit the U-Haul, but 
police presence encouraged her to 
exchange information with U-Haul 
user. Police cleared the scene. No 
one stayed to help load/unload the 
U-Haul. 

Feb 27 Larceny
A yellow road bike was shifted from 
Saint Mary’s College to who knows 
where despite its being chained to a 
pole on campus grounds. The owner 
engaged police but no witnesses or 
leads were found. 
 
Feb 27 Larceny
Bike parts were stolen…twice from 
a carport, on this date and four days 
earlier. 

Feb 28 Found property
Police discovered an abandoned, 
unidentifi able bike in their parking 
lot, and took it in until the owner 
could be found. Think they could 
loan it to the bike theft victim? 

Feb 28 Forgery
Suspicious activity reported in the 
form of two counterfeit checks.

March 1 Unlicensed 
Unlicensed…no thrill, for the 
driver of a 2004 Honda who hadn’t 
registered said car since 2012. 
He received a citation (not the 
Chevy kind) for that and for being 
unlicensed. His car was towed; the 
former driver will need to heel and 
toe it himself for a bit. 

March 1 Miscellaneous
Near miss, or near hit? Either way, 

the pedestrians were okay, although 
they reported nearly being struck 
by a vehicle while they were in a 
crosswalk. Driver said at fi rst he 
didn’t see the two, but did stop 
before the crosswalk. Walkers may 
have been cross.

March 1 Other
A lesson in right and wrong for 
responsible parties at Joaquin 
Moraga school accused of texting 
threats to another. Police attended 
a meeting and backed up the 
school offi cials’ emphasis on zero 
tolerance for threats. 

March 2 Fraud
Police received a two alarm report 
of $5,000 of unauthorized use on a 
Moraga-Orinda Fire District credit 
card. That card was hosed…er, 
cancelled. 
 
March 2 Vandal
Mirror, mirror on the ground – will 
this vandal soon be found? Driver’s 
side-view mirror smashed, but it 
didn’t seem the car got crashed. 
Video cameras turned up nada 
except the culprit’s own bravada.   

March 2  Vandal 
This time damage to a Dodge Dart; 
a rock through a window is just 
without heart.

March 3 Outside assist
We break in with this news: a joint 
effort by Moraga and Lafayette 
police resulted in the arrest of a 
subject wanted for questioning in 
several residential burglaries in 
Lafayette. LPD stole some of the 
accused’s time by making an arrest.   

March 4 Larceny
Attention TJ Maxx shoppers: taking 
it “to the max” does not include 
taking things from the Maxx. 
Store loss prevention bagged the 
thoughtless shoplifter; police issued 
a citation for petty theft (it was 
$43.97). 

March 4  Ordinance violation  
Loud and unruly with intent to 
commit partying. Thirty guests 
cleared out after police warned the 
residents about such un-Moraga-
like behavior. 

March 7 Traffi c incident
Semi trailer made a semi-turn and 
damaged road barricades placed 
at Moraga Road and Rheem 
Boulevard. Police assisted with 
traffi c control until Public Works 
replaced the damaged parts. 

March 7 Miscellaneous
This bullet just in: Moraga resident 
surrendered unwanted gun to PD.

Moraga
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Feb 21- March 7

A leading local philanthropist is chosen 
as Moraga’s Citizen of  the Year
By Sophie Braccini

The choice of Barbara (Bobbie) Preston 
as Moraga’s Citizen of the Year is that 

of a woman who simply says yes to every 
opportunity she sees of making the life bet-
ter for others. 
 Preston has started several nonprofi t 
groups in and around Moraga because she 
did not want to wait around for someone 
else to do what had to be done. Preston is 
unassuming, never brags about her achieve-
ments, and always beams with positive 
energy. She urges everyone to make these 
small gestures that do not require much, 
but make a difference for the community 
and the world. Like so many who give a lot 
of themselves, she says that giving brings 
much more in return.
 Preston started her nonprofi t career in 
Moraga in 1986 when she decided to start 
the Mount Diablo chapter of “Habitat for 
Humanity.” At the time there was no Habi-
tat home in the East Bay and she started re-
cruiting people to build homes in Pittsburg. 
She said that it is how she learned to start 
nonprofi ts with a group of volunteers since 
Habitat chapters are autonomous. She was 
in full swing of her medical career at the 
time, she had recently lost her second hus-
band to cancer, and was raising a daughter. 
 ... continued on page A13 Bobbie Preston in her garden. Photo Sophie Braccini

Volunteers pulling brooms at Mulholland Ridge in Moraga    Photo provided 

Volunteers take on the restoration of  Mulholland Ridge
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga 
Police 
Report

BRE#01407557 BRE#02009834 

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Consistently Representing Buyers and 
Sellers in Successful Transactions
Buy  •  Sell  •  Live  •  Lamorinda

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    

City Council 
Wednesday, March 22, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, April 3, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, March 27, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Thursday, April 13, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Library
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2



    Wednesday, March 22, 2017              www.lamorindaweekly.com           925-377-0977              LAMORINDA WEEKLY          Page:   A5 

YOUR REAL ESTATE GUIDE
TOP LAMORINDA BROKER

ALEX GAILAS
925-254-7600

Alex@AGRealty1.com

www.Alexgailas.com

Making you feel confi dent with your 
Real Estate transactions since 2000!

45 Moraga Way, Ste 203, Orinda
CalBRE#01305545

Merchants near Rheem sinkhole ‘celebrate’ first anniversary
By Sophie Braccini

It was with irony that merchants at the 
Rheem Valley Shopping Center gathered on 

March 13 to “celebrate” the fi rst anniversary 
of Moraga’s infamous sinkhole. In fact, the 
event was even featured on NPR on March 18.
 The event was a way to publicly vent their 
frustration over traffi c disruptions caused by 
the large hole, with seemingly no steps to cor-
rect the situation being taken. They say that the 
impact on their businesses has been serious as 
disruption lingers. 
 Two seniors from Campolindo High School 
had decorated the fence with balloons and 

streamers, while Ravi Singh at Rheem Valley 
Automotive and his wife had ordered a cake at 
Safeway that shows the pavement and thumbs 
down as the decorative items. They offered 
pieces to Campolindo High School students 
passing by, to other merchants, town staff and 
members of the press that had come to cover 
the event. “I have not personally suffered too 
much of the perturbed traffi c because most of 
my clients come with an appointment,” said 
the repair shop owner, “but many others have 
seen a slump in their average income and peo-
ple explain to them that they just avoid the area 

and would rather go shop somewhere else.”
 It was a year ago during a rainstorm that 
a large metal culvert that carries the Laguna 
Creek under the intersection at Rheem Boule-
vard and Moraga Road collapsed, creating a 
massive sinkhole that swallowed the crossing 
light and dangerously ruptured several utility 
lines, including a PG&E gas line. A merchant 
back on site for the anniversary “party” remi-
nisced how the air smelled of gas and that ev-
eryone was so lucky no major fi res erupted at 
the time.
 Town staff on site, including Town Man-
ager Robert Priebe and Public Works Director 
Edric Kwan, informed the group that nothing 
has happened since last July when they heard 
that the town had been declared eligible to re-
ceive federal funding. 
 Kwan explained that the eligibility gave 
the town the right to go through the lengthy 
process of getting every aspect of its plans ap-
proved by the federal agency before it can go 
to bid. He said that his team has been ready 
to bid the repairs with contractors for months, 
but that the town is at the mercy of the Fed-
eral Highway Administration’s approval pro-
cess that is happening through the California 
Department of Transportation. Starting work 
without proper authorizations would jeopar-
dize the town’s ability to be reimbursed for the 
$3.3 million of reserve money it will spend to 
repair the hole.

         ... continued on page A9

From left, Town Manager Robert Priebe and Edric Kwan (both in a tie) came to the anniversary 

organized by Ravi Singh (with his back to the camera).                                                Photo Sophie Braccini

Skeletal 
remains found 
on Moraga 
hillside
Moraga and Lafayette police 

recovered skeletal human 
remains on a secluded hillside near 
the Moraga/Lafayette border on 
Friday, March 17. 
 Police say the remains appear 
to have been in the area for some 
time but foul play is not suspected. 
A hiker discovered the bones near a 
seasonal creek and alerted Moraga 
police. The hiker returned to the 
area with police and assisted them 
in locating the remains. 
 The area is only accessible on 
foot or by four-wheel drive. Search 
and rescue personnel and crime scene 
technicians recovered the remains 
and thoroughly searched the area. 
 “Today was about documenting 
the scene and removing the remains,” 
said Lt. Brian South, of the Moraga 
Police Department. South said the 
remains will be transferred to the 
Contra Costa County Coroner’s Bu-
reau for further investigation. Any-
one with information regarding this 
incident is asked to contact South at 
925-888-7052 or via Dispatch at 925-
284-5010.        — Cathy Dausman

MORA GA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Summer Camps
Register Today!
moragarec.com

APR.COM
Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111

Alain Pinel Realtors® 

FIND YOUR PLACE

/ /

ORINDA   $840,000 

205 Glorietta Boulevard  |  3bd/3ba
Bill Leone  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $1,799,000

16 Del Mar Court  |  4bd/3.5ba
Debra Trevarthen  |  925.258.1111

MORAGA   $1,049,000

107 Hodges Drive  |  3bd/2ba
Cheryl Hata  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $1,492,000

37 Jennifer Highlands Court  |  5bd/3.5ba
Bill Finnegan  |  925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE   $1,785,000

3728 St. Francis Drive  |  5bd/2.5ba
Alan Marks  |  925.258.1111

ORINDA   $1,595,000

4400 El Nido Ranch Road  |  4bd/3.5ba
Jim Colhoun  |  925.258.1111
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Feb. 26 to March 4
Alarms 60
Noise complaints  6 
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)   3 
Traffi c stops 90
Suspicious Circumstances   3 
Suspicious Subjects   10
Suspicious Vehicles   13
Animal cruelty
 BevMo
Burglary, Auto
 10 block Camino Sobrante 
 40 block Haciendas Rd. 
Burglary, Residential
 10 block Jewel Ct.
 80 block Evergreen Dr.
 400 block El Toyonal
Burglary, Commercial 
 details n/a  
Civil
 10 block Woodcrest Dr (2)  
 100 block El Toyonal (2)
 500 block Miner Rd.
 Reported to police
 700 block Miner Rd.  
Death, non-criminal
 10 block Chelton Ct. 
Disturbance
 Valley View Dr./Don Gabriel 
 Lavenida/Donna Maria Way (3)
 Wilder/Gateway 
 60 block Brookwood Rd. 
Dispute 
 500 block Moraga Way  
DUI
 Oak Hill Rd./Mt Diablo Blvd. 
 San Pablo Creek/Miner Rd.
ID Theft   
 80 block Muth Dr. 
 Reported to police  
Injury Accident
 Moraga Way/Coral Dr.
Missing adult
 10 block Theatre Square 
Police/Fire/ EMS
 500 block Moraga Way
 10 block Crown Ct .
 BevMo 
Public Nuisance
 60 block Lombardy Ln.
 Eastwood/Coral Dr.

 100 block Camino Pablo
 10 block Harran Cr.
 30 block Las Cascadas
 10 block El Caminito
 Moraga Way/Bryant Way
 Amber Valley Dr./Dalewood 
 Camino del Cielo/El Toyonal
 20 block Alta Vista 
Reckless Driving
 Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd (2) 
  El Toyonal/Vallecito
 Camino Pablo/El Toyonal
 500 block Miner Rd
 Moraga Way/Overhill Rd
 Hwy 24/Camino Pablo
 Valley View/Moraga Way
 Los Amigos/Camino Pablo
Shoplift
 BevMo
 Safeway
 CVS 
Theft, Petty 
 40 block Haciendas Rd. 
Theft, Grand
 500 block Miner Rd.
 200 block La Espiral 
Trespass
 Wilder/Dairy Creek Rd.
Unauthorized possession
 Hwy 24/St Stephens Dr.
Vandalism
 10 block El Camino Moraga
 40 block Pomello Pl.
Violation Custody order 
 Glorietta Elementary 
 300 block Glorietta  
Warrant Service/Arrest/Advise 
 Hwy 24/Camino Pablo
 St Stephens/El Nido Ranch Rd.

Orinda
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

Miner Road sinkhole repair to begin as property 
owners and city come to right-of-entry agreement
By Sora O’Doherty

Two months after Orinda suf-
fered a serious sinkhole, the 

city has obtained a right-of-entry 
from the property owner adjacent 
to the sinkhole to perform repair 
work. 
 The property owners object to 
any suggestion that they were re-
sponsible for any delay. Darryl and 
Jena Rains say they only received 
drawings on Friday, March 10, sub-
mitted them to their engineer over 
the weekend, and approved the 
plans on Monday, March 13. The 
Rains agreed with the proposed box 
culvert; they maintain that the pipe 
culvert proposed by the city would 
not have met California Depart-
ment of Transportation standards. 
 The Rains said they were upset 
by some negative comments, but 
have also received sympathy, and 
even fl owers, from neighbors. It 
has not been easy for them. The full 
basement and the ground fl oor of 
their home were fl ooded with creek 

water and sewage from the broken 
sewer pipes. Repairs to the home, 
where they have lived for 25 years, 
include removal of all hardwood 
fl oors and much of the sheetrock, 
the removal of sludge left by the 
fl ood, and the loss of furniture and 
personal possessions, including two 
cars.
 On March 14, the city held a 
community meeting at Sleepy Hol-
low School, in the area most af-
fected by the sinkhole, to address 
neighbors’ concerns. The city at-
tributed the delay in sinkhole repair 
to the weather and to negotiations 
with the property owners. “Nego-
tiating rights-of-entry with the ad-
joining property owners allowed 
the city to proceed with the project 
as soon as possible, without jeopar-
dizing reimbursement from federal 
and state agencies,” the city said in 
a sheet of Frequently Asked Ques-
tions handed out at the meeting.
 Orinda Senior Engineer Jason 
Chen spoke about alternative traf-
fi c routes and signage and striping 
changes on Camino Sobrante. Fire 
Chief Stephen Healy of the Mora-
ga-Orinda Fire District addressed 
the effects of Miner Road closure 
on response times. While he stated 
that the sinkhole was causing de-
lays of approximately 10 minutes.  
some residents disagreed with 
Healy, stating that delays are often 
longer.  
 Orinda Police Chief Mark Na-
gel spoke about crime statistics, 
home security, including lighting 
and alarms, and the effects of the 
closure of Miner Road on response 
times. Nagel presented statistics 
showing that crime has been steadi-
ly declining in Orinda from 103 re-
ported cases in the Sleepy Hollow 
and Orinda Woods areas in 2012, to 
36 in 2016, with eight cases thus far 
in 2017. He urged residents to view 
the Orinda Safety Video (http://
lamorindacert.org/Orinda-safety-

video/) and to keep their property 
secured, noting that that morning 
eight cars had been burglarized in 
Orinda, and all had been unlocked.
 Many residents complained 
about diffi culties navigating the 
detours, frequently blocked by con-
struction trucks. They offered sug-
gestions, such as shuttles for BART 
commuters and/or for contractors 
and workers, or designating a spe-
cifi c truck route. Residents won-
dered if the city would avail of the 
opportunity to underground utilities 
during the work on Miner Road, but 
Public Works Director Larry Theis 
replied that that was not authorized. 
Theis explained that while potholes 
would be fi xed, Camino Sobrante is 
part of the 2017 schedule of repav-
ing, while Miner Road is scheduled 
for 2018.
 Speakers asked what increased 
costs were caused by the delay and 
how much they could be attributed 
to “one holdout” property owner.  
Orinda Mayor Eve Phillips re-
sponded that a big consideration in 
the repair process was the prospect 
of receiving reimbursement, which 
was facilitated by coming to an 
agreement with the property owner, 
and said she was very glad that they 
were able to reach agreement.
 Others wanted to know if the 
Rains were paid for the right-of-en-
try, and were told no, but that there 
will be an easement appraisal and 
offer process. Commenters asked 
for access to the 1999 settlement 
with the same property owners fol-
lowing a prior fl ood. City Attorney 
Osa Wolff stated that the document 
is public and will be made avail-
able. After the meeting Wolff re-
leased two documents, indicating 
the Rains had settled their claims 
for damages from the 1997 fl ood 
for $185,000 and no attorney costs.
 A comment that delay caused 
by the property owner increased the 
costs was applauded by many. One 

speaker said the rusted-out culvert 
should have been repaired, thereby 
avoiding the sinkhole. Another 
asked the city to begin condemna-
tion proceedings on the damaged 
properties. Council Member Inga 
Miller assured the residents that the 
city council members do drive the 
affected roads.  She stressed the im-
portance of federal funding because 
if the city has to pay to the repairs 
to the sinkhole, the money would 
be diverted from other discretionary 
spending for things like police and 
public works. Theis reassured peo-
ple that the city is spending more to 
get the work done faster.  
 Although the Rains were not 
present at the meeting, they were 
represented by attorney Andrew 
Sabey. He said that as a result of the 
action of the property owners, there 
is now a more robust repair plan. 
He pointed out that when the prop-
erty owners purchased the property 
in 1992 it was not in a fl ood zone. 
The 1997 fl ood was a shock to the 
property owners, and resulted in 
their property being then reclassi-
fi ed as fl ood zone. “Nobody likes 
the government to take property,” 
he said, and if Orinda had done so it 
would have resulted in a court case. 
He complimented the city on doing 
a good job getting to the point of 
agreement with the property own-
ers on a design that will meet Cal-
trans standards for rebar and con-
crete and will be adequate for what 
is considered a “100-year storm.”
 As the meeting concluded, the 
city attorney, responding to ques-
tions, said that the Rains have fi led 
two claims. While the negotiation 
for the right-of-entry to the site has 
been concluded, the remaining is-
sues include damage claims, com-
pensation for construction ease-
ments and permanent maintenance 
easements.

Fixing the sinkhole
 Orinda Director of Public Works Larry Theis said that in regards to sinkhole repair, the design now calls 
for a reinforced concrete box culvert 16 feet wide by seven feet high, with three 24-inch diameter high fl ow 
pipes installed between the top of the culvert and the bottom of the roadway to handle potential fl ood waters. 
 Work outside the channel will begin immediately. The city needs to reapply for an emergency permit 
from the Army Corps of Engineers to set up a temporary dam and divert the creek around the worksite, as the 
current permit has expired. The permit will likely take a week or two to be issued. Once the creek has been 
diverted, the construction of the new culvert will take about two months, barring any unforeseen conditions or 
signifi cant adverse weather. 
 The box culvert and headwalls will be constructed by placing steel rebar within wood forms and fi lling the 
forms with high early strength concrete. Above the culvert and behind the headwalls will be backfi lled and 
compacted; utility lines and the three overfl ow pipes will be placed as the backfi ll rises. The two top feet of 
the backfi ll will contain base rock and hot mix asphalt for the restored pavement surface. The dam will then be 
removed and the city will proceed with planting vegetation and placing a decorative cultured stone treatment 
on the face of the walls for aesthetics.

This damaged pipe underscores the severity of the sinkhole.       Photo Sora O’Doherty

City Council 
Tuesday, April 11, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 28, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Finance Advisory Committee 
Wednesday, March 22, 6 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
Orinda Libraray

School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, April 17, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operate

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com
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Integrity       Knowledge       Results

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Previews Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Time to cash-in on rising interest rates!

CalBRE#01335916

Buyers will have less to spend as rates rise, so buyers
are buying now. Inventory is tight - 2017 is a prime

opportunity to sell your home.

Call me for a complimentary marketing plan that 
will net the maximum $$$ from your home!

The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm People Trust

Coldwell Banker Orinda

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a 
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For the exceptional real estate service you deserve, contact Coldwell Banker today. 

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600
2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

ColdwellBankerHomes.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

Congratulations to the 2016 Top Producers

Tom Stack The Hattersleys

Vern McCalla Meredith LinamenSteve Stahle

Dave Rivera & Sheila Small

Maram Bata

The Beaubelle Group Elena Hood Group

Frank WoodwardRick & Nancy Booth

Cathy SchultheisEmily Estrada

Patti Camras

Val Cook-Watkins
Managing Broker

Michele McKay

Maureen WilburMelanie Snow Laura Abrams Dana Reedy Suzi O’Brien

Lana Fitzpatrick Jim EllisLinda Van DrentThe Holcenberg Team Soraya GolesorkhiShellie Kirby Vlatka Bathgate

Susan Schlicher

We off er both a relaxed atmosphere and 

a sports bar, something for families, 

couples, students and seniors. On the 

menu you’ll see many of Roman Italian 

specialities, from the classic bruschetta 

made with melted fontina cheese and 

sautéed mushrooms to mista and 

arugula salads, an array of wood-fi red 

pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of 

primis and seconds. The restaurant has 

full bar and a generouse wine list.Find Us On

www.tavernapellegrini.com   •   www.pizzapellegrini.com

Year of the Czechs in Orinda
Dinner and Dvorak is delicious fun
By Sora O’Doherty

As part of the continuing Year 
of the Czechs in Orinda, the 

Orinda/Tabor Sister City Founda-
tion hosted a screening of Antonin 
Dvorak’s opera, “Rusalka” and of-
fered a dinner of Czech cuisine at 
the Orinda Community Center on 
Mar 12.  
 Last month the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York produced the 
piece, and the New York Times 
raved, “the Metropolitan Op-

era’s new production of Dvorak’s 
‘Rusalka’ may be the unlikeliest 
hit of the season, a staging that 
takes opera’s answer to ‘The Little 
Mermaid’ fairytale and turns it into 
an almost shockingly dark, sexy 
drama.” Both the 1989 Disney fi lm 
and the Dvorak work are based on 
the work of Hans Christian Ander-
son. “Rusalka” premiered in 1901 
in Prague.
 The food for the 40 guests was 

provided by D.J.’s Bistro in Con-
cord, the Contra Costa hangout for 
Eastern European cuisine. Diners 
enjoyed a three-course meal with 
salad, a choice of roast pork or beef 
goulash with Czech dumplings, 
and large slices of apple strudel 
with cream for dessert. Fortunately 
owner Jerry Sedivy provided to-go 
boxes as the portions were large. 
And for those who missed the 
event, the restaurateur was kind 
enough to share his goulash recipe 
with our readers. (See recipe at 
right.)  
 This event will also contribute 
to the funding for the next visiting 
student who will come from Tabor, 
Orinda’s Czech sister city, to study 
at Miramonte High School in the 
fall. Already, Marek Vybral has 
been chosen.  Marek, whose favor-
ite subjects are geography and his-
tory, is an avid athlete who swims, 
skis, cycles and hikes. He is also 
fond of languages, and looks for-
ward to learning about the way of 
life in Orinda and getting involved 
with Orinda’s big Czech Festival in 
the fall.

Czech Goulash
(serves 4)
Recipe courtesy of DJ’s Bistro, 1825 Sutter St. Concord.

2 medium to large onions, fi nely chopped
2 lbs. beef round steak cut into 16 medium cubes
3 oz. bacon, chopped
6-8 cloves garlic, chopped
3-4 oz. sweet Hungarian paprika
Scant tablespoon cayenne pepper
1 ½ Tbsp. all-purpose fl our
Water

 

Put the chopped onions and the chopped bacon into a large skillet and 
let cook until the onions are very brown. Add the beef cubes and let sim-
mer 10 minutes. Add water to cover and let boil until the meat is very 
tender, about 35-40 minutes. Add the chopped garlic, the paprika and 
the cayenne and let boil another 5-10 minutes.
 Mix the fl our with a little water really well and slowly add to the 
stew to thicken. Simmer another 5 minutes.
 Serve with dumplings, boiled potatoes or any pasta.

Attendees enjoy the Dvorak opera.                                 Photos Sora O’Doherty
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When Lafayette fi re com-
missioner Bill Granados 

departs this summer, many of his 
colleagues say that the loss will be 
not only for Lafayette and the fi re 
district but for all of Contra Costa 
County.
 Granados was appointed to the 
Contra Costa County Fire Protec-
tion District Advisory Fire Com-
mission in 2002. “I’m 73. Fifteen 
years is enough time,” he said. A 
ranch owner, he plans to continue 
roping cows and branding them af-
ter he retires June 30. “I’ve always 
been kind of a cowboy,” he said. He 
will help the widow of Bob Chap-
man, who recommended Granados 
for the commission, keep her cows 
in line as well.
 With his background in chemi-
cal engineering, Granados founded 
ISSCO, a Lafayette company that 
tests and certifi es backfl ow preven-
tion devices, equipment that pre-
vents used water from reentering 
the potable water system. “We’re 
protecting the public water supply. 
Sort of like smog testing for your 
car,” Granados said. He will also 
keep his hands in this business.
 “He’s got boundless energy,” 
said Tom Chapman, Bob’s brother 
and commission chairman, whom, 
to complete the circle, Granados 
recruited in 2012. “Bill is the most 
active of the commissioners. He 
knows what is going on in almost 
all of the county activities.”
 Many seconded those attri-
butes: Granados’ energy and his 
involvement. District 2 Supervisor 
Candace Andersen said that Grana-
dos attends nearly every supervi-
sors’ and fi re board meeting. “He 
regularly provides us with reliable 
and helpful insight as we address 
the many fi re and emergency medi-
cal issues in the county,” she said.
 Vince Wells, Local 1230 presi-
dent, praised Granados as the most 
active commissioner, always repre-
senting the interests of Lafayette. 
“He advocated for the fi refi ghters 
and never failed to speak out in our 
support,” Wells said.

 ConFire Chief Jeff Carman 
recognized Granados for bring-
ing a level of professionalism to 
the job and keeping everyone on 
track when the commission meet-
ings would go awry, which they 
frequently did until Granados be-
came involved. Granados took his 
advisory role seriously. “He was 
at almost every directors meeting 
letting the supervisors know what 
he thought of the initiatives the fi re 
district was working on,” the chief 
said. 
 Carman noted that Granados 
went beyond just being a fi re com-
missioner for the district, but also 
tried to create camaraderie among 
all of the fi re commissioners and 
directors in the county. As presi-
dent of the Fire Commissioners 
Association, Granados continues 
to organize regular meetings of the 
county fi re boards and fi re commis-
sioners. 
 Granados called the hiring of 
Carman in 2013 the high point of 
his tenure. As a business executive, 
Granados could see what ConFire 
needed in its leadership, and he 
strongly recommended Carman for 
the job. “Bill was on one of my in-
terview panels when I applied, so 
I’ve always felt a connection with 
him,” Carman said. “He’s a class 
act, and I will always remember 
him for giving me a chance to be 

the fi re chief.”
 The failure of 2012 Measure Q, 
which would have generated $16 
million annually for ConFire, dev-
astated Granados. “But Carman has 
kind of erased that,” Granados said.
 Granados’ knowledge and in-
stincts came to bear when he stood 
out as the lone wolf and predicted, 
in this newspaper, that in 2013 the 
ConFire board would not approve 
Fire Station 46, the joint venture 
in western Lafayette between Con-
Fire and the Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District. “Two chiefs, with one sta-
tion? It’s not going to work,” he 
said. He was correct. When Car-
man scuttled the on-again,off-again 
plans in 2016, the chief said that 
the different cultures of the two 
agencies would have never melded 
properly.
 The cowboy leaves the district 
in a much better position. “Things 
are in good hands. There’s noth-
ing to really get worked up about 
now,” Granados said. On that note, 
he imparts this message to Lafay-
ette residents. “Have faith in Chief 
Carman and his chief offi cers,” 
Granados said. “They know how to 
run the fi re district.”
 Andersen will accept applica-
tions in April and May and will ap-
point Granados’ District 2 succes-
sor in June.
 

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict board unanimously ap-

proved revised fi nancial reports 
from 2105 and 2016 at its March 
15 district meeting, the MOFD fi -
nancial reporting ad hoc commit-
tee having recommended a write 
off of $23 million for an incor-
rectly recorded prepaid item on 
the district balance sheet. But one 
director was furious that the com-
mittee failed to provide its informa-
tion to the rest of the board mem-
bers prior to the district meeting.  
 The district purchased a $28 
million pension obligation bond 
in 2005 to pay down its unfunded 
pension liability, and recorded the 
amount as a prepaid item on its 
balance sheet. Accounting rules 
changed in 2015 and no longer 

should the district have recorded 
that fi gure as a prepaid item. After 
research and evidence collected by 
the ad hoc committee, compris-
ing directors John Jex and Craig 
Jorgens, and a conference call that 
included a senior staff member of 
the Governmental Standards Ac-
counting Board, the district staff re-
vised the fi nancial reports, writing 
off the $23 million balance of the 
bond and increasing the district’s 
unrestricted general fund defi cit to 
more than $60 million.
 Jex, a retired Deloitte audit part-
ner, later put into perspective the 
complexity of the accounting in-
volved. “I cannot remember, in my 
35 years as an auditor, ever going to 
the Financial Accounting Standards 
Board with a question,” he said.

 Though he did not disagree 
with its fi ndings, Director Steve 
Anderson chastised the commit-
tee for not including other board 
members in the loop prior to the 
district meeting. “The ad hoc com-
mittee does not serve the ad hoc 
committee. The ad hoc committee 
serves the whole board,” he said. 
Anderson demanded that if another 
director requests information of an 
ad hoc committee, it should supply 
the information, regardless of the 
inconvenience it might cause. 
 Anderson was not fi nished. “I 
was extremely perturbed when I 
discovered that a member of my di-
vision called me and told me all of 
the information,” he said.
 Jorgens did not consider that 
communication to be seditious. 

“It’s not a Brown Act violation to 
communicate to an outsider as long 
as that person is not acting as an 
agent of a board member,” he said, 
referring to legislation that regu-
lates  how public meetings are con-
ducted.
 MOFD outside counsel John 
Bakker said that ad hoc committee 
meetings may be held privately but 
a third director cannot be present 
unless the meeting is posted and 
noticed to the public. The ad hoc 
committee may provide a purely 
informational, one-way transmis-
sion of its fi ndings to the board 
without posting a public meeting.
 The district voted to terminate 
its fi nancial reporting ad hoc com-
mittee, and created one to search 
for  a new district auditor.

Fire Districts
Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District Board of Directors
Wednesday, April 19, 7 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting 
location, times and agendas.  Visit 
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, April 11, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,
651 Pine St., Martinez
For meeting times and agendas, 
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

MOFD unrestricted general fund deficit soars to $60 million 
By Nick Marnell

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

ConFire Station 16: Process defeating progress 
By Nick Marnell

The Lafayette Design Review 
Commission approved plans 

for Contra Costa County Fire Pro-
tection District Fire Station 16 in 
February, and the project next pro-
ceeds to the Lafayette Planning and 
Building department for issuance 
of a building permit. 
 “Station 16 is about half the size 
of a normal fi re station for us,” Dep-
uty Chief Lewis Broschard told the 
commission. The rebuilt station will 
include 2,713 square feet of living 
quarters for three fi refi ghters plus a 
1,100-square-foot apparatus bay. 
 “The station will look like a 

ranch-style home, and will look 
better than what has resided on that 
spot for the past 20 years,” Bros-
chard said, referring to the mobile 
structure that sat on the site since 
1995.
 Broschard explained that be-
cause of the small space, the Sta-
tion 16 apparatus bay can only al-
low the engines to back in to the 
garage, though ConFire prefers a 
drive-in facility. He said that the 
apparatus bay is more than just a 
garage but also serves as a storage 
area for personal protective gear 
and decontamination equipment.  

 The district has scheduled 
meetings with an energy consul-
tant, as the building has to adhere 
to the Contra Costa County sustain-
able energy requirements. The fi re 
station must also receive a Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental 
Design rating indicating that the 
station is green-certifi ed.
 The ConFire project manager, 
Kitchell Northern California, has 
begun the prequalifi cation of build-
ing contractors. In the meantime, 
the district is drafting its construc-
tion and design plans to submit to 
the city building department. Bros-

chard said that since a fi re station 
is an essential services facility,  it 
must not only be strong enough to 
respond to community needs but 
also become the focal point for re-
lief efforts in a major disaster, and 
so the construction and design re-
quirements are far more rigid than 
for a single-family home. 
 Lafayette resident Erling Horn, 
a member of the ConFire advisory 
fi re commission, implored offi cials 
to move quickly on the project. “I 
urge approval posthaste before the 
county decides to spend its money 
someplace else,” he said.

Lafayette fire commissioner stepping down in June
By Nick Marnell

Proposed Station 16 in Lafayette. Photo courtesy ConFire

Bill Granados and his daughter Lola attend one of his many formal civic 

events.        Photo provided

• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Oriental Rugs
• Water Damage

Gregg does a fabulous job on our carpets! 
I absolutely recommend Diablo Valley Carpet Care.
Dora Parker Assistant Manager, Moraga Country Club

Our exclusive hot water extraction method, together with soft
water and eco-friendly cleaning solution loosens and lifts the
dirt and soil from the carpet without the abrasive brushing of
other cleaning methods.

owned and operated by Gregg Eckstein

(925) 945-6767
(925) 945-6746
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Effective:  April 1, 2017 

 
 

Dear Neighbors, 
 
Every 4 years, the Insurance Services Office (ISO) reviews the fire 
protection within your community.  The ISO is an international provider of 
statistical, analytical, technical and other information to the insurance 
industry and to state insurance regulators.  Among other things, it provides 
a numerical rating for communities.  A rating classification between 1 and 
10 is given.   A “1” is the best rating and a “10” is the poorest.   Your Fire 
District (MOFD) was rated as a “3” from 1997 to present.   
 
On April 1, 2017, MOFD’s rating will improve from a “3” to a “2”.   
 
Presently, only 2.8% of fire departments nation-wide have a rating of “1” or 
“2”.  The Fire District encourages you to contact your insurance company 
before your next policy period because your fire insurance rates may 
decrease.  Often, insurance underwriters will want proof.  If this is the 
case, see the additional information below. 
 
Stephen Healy, Fire Chief 
925-258-4599 

 
Important—Please Read! 

 

 

MORAGA-ORINDA FIRE DISTRICT ISO RATING IMPROVES FROM “3” TO “2” 

 

 Some insurance companies will consider the improved ISO rating beginning with your next policy term (some will not). 
 

 Check your policy’s term, contact your insurance agent, and advise them of the change (effective:   April 1, 2017). 
 

 If your insurance company wants proof of your new ISO rating,  direct them to our website:   
 
  www.mofd.org 
 
 There are several easily found references to the change under  “News”, “Announcements”, and “About MOFD”. 
 

 Your insurance company can also contact ISO directly.  They must do this because ISO will not give ratings to property owners; only  
 insurance companies and the Fire Chief. 
 

Lafayette

New Sufi Sanctuary opens in Saranap 
... continued from page A3
 Duncan Knowles, media 
liaison for the group, said that 
the marble workers, who lifted 
pieces of marble weighing 300 
to 500 pounds into place, were 
really proud of their work. “And 
they should be,” said Knowles.
 A tour of the facility fol-
lowed. With approximately 
two-thirds of the building under-
ground, the sanctuary includes 
the Prayer Hall, which can seat 
all 350 members, a 39-foot tall 
fi gurative sculpture, a commer-
cial kitchen, offi ces, an archive 
room, dance studio, rehearsal 
room and video space capable of 
live-streaming their events to the 
far corners of the world.
 Many representatives from 
the Interfaith Council of Contra 
Costa County attended the open-
ing festivities.

Still some complaints
The plan to construct the sanctuary caused considerable debate within the Saranap 
area, and now that it is complete there is still some chirping about it. Residents have 
complained about the vinyl fence surrounding the property and the large expanse of 
parking lot. Some don’t care for the domes or the plantings they have seen to date.
 Sanctuary Project Director Bob Carpenter admits that the fence wasn’t their fi rst choice, 
but the cost of the rock and glass wall they planned became prohibitive. “Our hope is that 
sometime in the future we’ll be able to build the wall the way it was intended.”
 The original plans also called for a “Grasspave” lawn across the parking area, but 
the drought and water rationing forced the group to delay that plan. “We did install the 
Grasspave system,” said Carpenter, “so perhaps in the future the water restrictions will 
be lifted and we can add that lawn.” 
 Regarding the domes, Knowles points out they were not added for outward appearance. 
“They were installed for the peaceful and exalted feeling people experience inside the sanc-
tuary. Domes create a tranquil, uplifting space beneath them. They’ve been added to sacred 
buildings for centuries and can help one’s heart awaken for prayer.”
 Knowles related that the plantings on the outside, especially the trees, may take 
fi ve years or more to fi ll in. “They were chosen for how beautiful they’ll look when 
mature. Eventually, the sanctuary will be nestled in a glade of trees, mostly unseen 
from the street. Murshida Conner’s vision is that the area surrounding the sanctuary 
will become a park with fl owered gardens, a place where neighbors and members can 
come for quiet contemplation.”

Sherrie B. Perlstein

When Experience Counts and Results Matter

Realtor®
925.766.3030

Sherrie@OrindaHome.com
www.OrindaHome.com

License #: 00925213

PARADISE IN SLEEPY HOLLOW | OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

www.OrindaHome.com 925.766.3030

When Experience Counts and Results Matter

51 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563 |         Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

111 Van Ripper Lane, Orinda | Off ered at $1,875,000
Newly renovated and rebuilt, this picturesque 4BD/2.5BA custom residence is in the heart of Sleepy Hollow on the 

prestigious lower Van Ripper. A splendid retreat with an open fl oor plan and ideal indoor/outdoor fl ow creates a feeling of 
paradise we all dream about. A special home to create memories that last forever. Enjoy the quality craftsmanship, sun-

drenched rooms, stunning natural surroundings, expansive grassy lawns, lush landscaping and a babbling creek. Must see!

The Spring Real Estate market is in full bloom.  For more information or a confi dential 
FREE Market Analysis and Opinion of Value of your home, call Sherrie at 925.766.3030.

Rheem sinkhole
... continued from page A5
 Priebe gave the example of a recent new requirement 
that was given to the town to sign a contract with each of the 
utility agencies involved in the sinkhole, including AT&T, 
Comcast and PG&E, that they would take care of their own 
repairs.
 Kwan was the city engineer in Richmond when a behe-
moth sinkhole formed in 2010. He is familiar with the public 
process and remembers that it took fi ve years in Richmond to 
complete the repair project and get reimbursement. His pro-
jection in Moraga is more optimistic: He expects the approval 
process to be fi nalized by May 5; the town council would 
then approve the bid in June, and construction would take 
place over the summer. He adds that he also has alternative 
plans prepared if things do not go according to this timing.
 Wendy Scheck, president of the chamber of commerce, 
said that the merchants at Rheem are indeed frustrated and 
suffering from the delays, but that the business community 
acknowledges that town staff is doing the best possible under 
the circumstances. 
 Kwan confi rmed that the reopening date for the other 
street segment of Rheem Boulevard between Moraga Road 
and St. Mary’s Road is set at May 1. Kwan also wants to 
start the repaving of Moraga Road during the coming school 
spring break.
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Wild Magnolia Blooms in Orinda
By A.K. Carroll

Restaurant mogul Michael Karp is 
at it again. After scrapping the te-

quila passports, unstoppable guac and 
high-end Mexican entrees of Theater 
Square’s Barbacoa and opening busi-
ness casual taproom and comfort food 
eatery The Fourth Bore last fall, Karp 
has moved a few doors down and 
taken out six-year resident Table 24. 
Almost a year to the date since The 
Fourth Bore renovation, Karp closed 
his catchall neighborhood restaurant 
and reopened it as Wild Magnolia.
 The name is a tribute to Karp’s 
college days in New Orleans and 
to the Mardis Gras Indian tribe that 
plays and records music under the 
same name. Inspired by the NOLA 
Wild Magnolias, this low-lit space is 
meant to contrast The Fourth Bore 
while honoring an appreciation for 
music and food. “I’m just sort of cel-
ebrating those undertones,” said Karp. 
“To weave that culture into the basis 
of what we’re doing.”
 The new concept opened Thanks-
giving weekend (mere weeks after 
Table 24 closed), and three months 
in, still seems to be fi nding its feet. 
On entering the building, you get the 
feeling that the transition is some-
what still in progress. The walls have 
been stripped down and splashed in 
deep gray, booths reupholstered and 
tables clothed in simple white cloths; 
reclaimed windows provide a soft 
barrier to what was and remains an 
open kitchen. But much like a teen-
ager dressing for prom, remnants of 
the restaurant’s former life still linger: 
reclaimed bleacher seats framing the 
bar, a screen on the wall, bright red 
and white tile across the whole of the 

kitchen. Much of the space remains 
barren of detailed decor, aside from 
a spindly white tree that hearkens to 
Christmas and an impressionist paint-
ing of a few bright guitars—the only 
real suggestion that the restaurant has 
a musical undertone.
 But while Wild Magnolia’s over-
all vibe may still be emerging, the cu-
linary offerings (directed by creative 
partner Dianna Condon and executed 
by Chef Sasha Zukanoff from Karp’s 
Oakland Forge) have clearly already 
spent some time in incubation. Some-
what to my surprise, the menu is al-
most entirely classic and contempo-
rary American. There are a few hints 
at Southern inspiration, including a 
perfectly balanced gumbo and a deca-
dent bread pudding, but by-and-large 
the fare is typical date night fodder: 
seared salmon, roasted chicken, a few 
fl atbreads and a bevy of salads. If 
Wild Magnolia were a woman, she’d 
almost certainly invite you to girls’ 
night out.
 While not terribly exciting, the 
dishes are excellently executed, all 
the way down to the crispy thin fries, 
which I highly suggested soaking in 
the garlic wine butter sauce that’s 
comes with an order of sizable mus-
sels. Other small plates include mari-
nated olives, sautéed mushrooms, and 
a cheese and charcuterie board. Not 
exactly kid food, and intentionally so.
 There’s a selection of specialty 
cocktails, which are neither stiff nor 
terribly impressive, but the beers are 
well-chosen and the wine list is fair. 
(If you’re going for bubbles, pick 
the Prosseco over the Veuve). Salads 
are fresh, even inventive. The Wild 
Magnolia, a salad that’s more shred-

ded than tossed, is a delicious balance 
of acidic onion, bitter endive, and 
sweet candied pecans touched with 
potent bleu cheese and a balsamic 
vinaigrette. Entrees are sizable, even 
sharable, and generously paired, but 
while the seared wild salmon melded 
beautifully with a side comprised of 
fennel butter, mire poix and farro, the 
wild mushroom risotto and petite fi let 
seemed to share a plate and nothing 
more. On my visit the fi let was un-
evenly cooked (bloody in the center 
and dry on the edge), so I passed it to 
my partner and stole the salmon for 
myself.
 Service was outstanding from 
start to fi nish, and the fi nish was rather 
lovely as well. A short list of sweets 
includes a chocolate pot de crème, 
strawberry apple crumble topped 
with a generous scoop of gelato, and 
a bourbon bread pudding (also topped 
with gelato) that’s destined for Insta-
gram fame. Bread pudding is typical-
ly my “go to” for leftover baguettes, 
loaves, and even hot dog buns. I’ve 
made many a fi ne batch, but none as 
delicious as the one at Wild Magnolia.
 Though the concept still wants for 
a little unity and refi nement, there’s 
hope that Wild Magnolia will come 
into its own given some more time. 
Plans are in place for regular live mu-
sic and a Sunday jazz brunch to roll 
out on the weekend. The walls are ripe 
for well-chosen artwork, and in the 
meantime the tables are covered with 
butcher paper and crayons. I suppose 
each of us still has a remnant of child-
hood in there somewhere.
 www.wildmagnoliaorinda.com, 2 
Theatre Square, Suite #153, Orinda, 
925-254-0124.

The inside of Wild Magnolia in Orinda.                                                                                                        Photos Travis Setterbo

Wild Magnolia Salad

Wild Mushroom Risotto and Petit Filet

Mexican Restaurant

Authentic Mexican Specialties
Mixed Fajitas

Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito 

Margaritas, Wine & Beer
Kids Menu

Open 7 Days a WeekWe serve breakfast all day! (open at 10:30 a.m.)

23 Orinda Way, Orinda    (925) 258-9987

EXCLUSIVE UPPER HAPPY VALLEY | LAFAYETTE
00 Los Arabis | Offered for $999,000

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Shiva Jafarzadeh
Broker Associate | Realtor®
925.876.2290 c
shiva.j@sothebysrealty.com
CalBRE #01507290

HomesByShiva.com

Exclusive 5.4 acre Upper Happy Valley neighborhood lot. 
Rustic surroundings, with the feel of seclusion, yet 

Lafayette parks, reservoirs and growing downtown are just 
minutes away. Award winning Lafayette schools. Quick 

access to freeway and BART. 20 miles to San Francisco.



    Wednesday, March 22, 2017              www.lamorindaweekly.com           925-377-0977              LAMORINDA WEEKLY          Page:   A11 

Why not publish editorials?

Dear Editor,
Having recently gone through a 
contentious dispute between Lafay-
ette’s city council and the property 
owners on three streets about to be 
repaved, it occurs to me that your 
newspaper could have provided an 
extremely valuable service to our 
community by editorializing the 
unfairness of Lafayette’s Municipal 
code, Section 8-123.
 Although that opportunity has 
probably been lost, it is not too late 
to initiate an editorial page in the 
Lamorinda Weekly as almost ev-
ery newspaper worth reading in the 
United States proudly publishes.
 Pippa Fisher did a yeoman’s job 
of covering our dispute in two ar-
ticles she wrote and I thank her for 
that but editorializing it and many 
other contentious issues as they 
arise would be an exceptionally 
good service to local journalism and 
to our community.
 I hope you will give serious con-
sideration to my suggestion. In fact, 
I will go one step further to facilitate 
it. I volunteer to write your fi rst edi-
torial with the Lamorinda Weekly 
with the headline, “The Unmiti-
gated Gall of Lafayette’s Section 
8-123.”
 My service won’t cost a dime 
and you’ll fi nd it enlightening.
John Salley
Lafayette

[Editor’s Note: Traditionally the 
Lamorinda Weekly has elected not 
to publish editorials nor endorse 
candidates for offi ce, but we do of-
fer a Public Forum as well as this 
section for residents to state their 
opinions on matters of importance 
to the community.
 Most papers that do publish edi-
torials have their own division, with 
an editorial manager, who writes 
the editorials, to avoid confl ict of 
interest between the editor of the pa-
per, who often helps write articles, 
and an unbiased third-party.
 Also, both Pippa Fisher and 
Nick Marnell covered the sidewalks 
issue.]

Sanctuary Cities effort is 
misguided

Dear Editor,
Your March 8 article highlighting 
the efforts by three young women 
to have “Lamorinda” designated 
for sanctuary status is an example 
of appeal to the heart, and not to the 
head.  Early on, the article mentions 
that the three women are children of 
immigrants; while the article does 
not state this, we can presume that 
the immigration status of their par-
ents fl ows from them having gone 
through the normal legal channels. 
Thus, the women are not essentially 
self-advocating, and instead are ap-
pealing to the better human instincts 
in all of us.
 However, the article lays out 

a case that effectively ignores the 
laws of the United States.  And this 
is the great failing of the women’s 
effort. Either we are a nation of 
laws, or we are not. Advocating that 
laws be ignored is a slippery slope. 
Perhaps it would be better to advo-
cate for changes in our immigration 
laws, as opposed to the “nice” con-
cept of a sanctuary city (or area).
 I am not an advocate for forceful 
removal of otherwise law-abiding 
undocumented individuals.  But is 
your paper an advocate for avoiding 
our laws?
Bill Fraser
Lafayette

Leigh Creekside Park Welcomes 
Everyone

Dear Editor,
The recent decision to conduct a 
focused EIR for Leigh Creekside 
Park is being framed by playground 
developers as children vs. nature. 
Children and nature go together like 
a hand-in- glove. To pit children 
against nature is not fair to children 
or nature, especially future genera-
tions. 
 At the 2/27/17 Lafayette City 
Council meeting, four children and 
a young adult advised the council to 
protect the park from development. 
In fact, one young man requested 
we preserve the park into perpetu-
ity for future generations and then 
declared, “I am the future!” More-
over, noise ordinances for single 
family residential neighborhoods 
are tighter than in multi-family or 
downtown neighborhoods. 
 As a frequent park user, I can at-
test to the wonderful sounds of chil-
dren laughing, playing and running 
in the park, especially in the spring, 
summer, and fall. Leigh Creekside 
Park was founded to preserve nature 
for future generations. It is the only 
park of its kind in Lafayette and it 
welcomes everyone of all ages and 
abilities. Framing the issue as chil-
dren vs. nature is illogical, because 
no one should be forced to choose 
one over the other. It deepens di-
vides within our community and 
demonstrates our inabilities to ap-
preciate the value of greenspace. 
 Leigh Creekside Park is too small 
to install an elaborate playground 
and expect the park to remain a 
natural oasis. To claim we have a 
semi-rural character and to strip our 
neighborhood of this little gem of 
a natural space along the creek is 
to say one thing and do another. In 
the words of Joanie Mitchell, “You 
don’t know what you’ve got ‘till it’s 
gone!”
Deborah Callister
Lafayette

Hoping Moraga can act civilly

Dear Editor,
In response to Doug Home’s letter 
to the editor last edition I wanted to 
give an alternative perspective on 
how I see the recent engagement in 

several town issues. Doug suggested 
that current voices at Moraga Town 
Council meetings were “politically 
extreme groups.” What I witnessed 
were dozens of local parents, long-
time residents and young adults, all 
who live in our community, speak-
ing passionately about issues that 
concern them and the people they 
love.
 One parent spoke about her expe-
rience fi ring a loaded gun at a teen-
ager and barely missing hitting her 
friend; another resident, who has 
lived here for decades, spoke about 
his journey from China and the 
positive impact many immigrants 
have had on this country; and a third 
resident spoke about her fears of her 
young children coming into contact 
with guns at playdates in Moraga.
 While there is much divisiveness 
in our country right now, my hope is 
that locally, we can do things differ-
ently: Avoiding attacks on individu-
als and groups and discussing issues 
and concerns with rigor, compas-
sion and civility.
 If people are concerned, as I am, 
about the town’s liability and fi s-
cal impact as it relates to new or-
dinances that are being proposed, I 
would love to see people join us for 
the monthly Community Conver-
sations that are being held at Saint 
Mary’s College. These meetings are 
explicitly for the purpose of help-
ing people hear each other and think 
creatively about the many interests 
and concerns of our residents. We 
have been fortunate that many town 
council members and town staff 
have been present for these meet-
ings. The next meetings take place 
on Sat., March 25 and Sat. April 29, 
both from 9:30-11:30 a.m. The ex-
pectation is that participants come 
ready to listen, speak authentically 
and think creatively. I hope to see 
you there.
Edy Schwartz
Moraga

Safe gun storage ordinance 
encouraged

Dear Editor,
As noted in last week’s edition, a 
group of over 230 concerned resi-
dents is asking Moraga to consider 
two commonsense gun violence 
prevention ordinances. As repre-
sentatives of that group, we write to 
explain our concerns and objectives. 
 Our primary focus is the safety 
of children in Moraga. Just among 
our group’s Executive Committee, 
our children have been shown unse-
cured guns at playdates, and we’ve 
known teens who committed suicide 
with their parents’ guns. Some of us 
lived in Moraga when a JM student 
was accidentally killed while play-
ing with a gun at a friend’s house. 
Many of our children were in el-
ementary school when a deranged 
individual used his mother’s guns to 
kill a classroom of 7-year-olds, and 
six of their educators, in Newtown, 
Connecticut.

 We’ve asked the town council to 
adopt an ordinance that would re-
quire people to keep their guns safe-
ly stored when they’re not carrying 
them. Safe storage, already prac-
ticed by responsible gun owners, 
helps prevent accidental shootings 
by children, teen suicides, and gun 
thefts during burglaries. An existing 
California law that makes it a crime 
after an adult leaves a loaded gun 
where a child can access it does not 
do enough to protect kids from get-
ting guns in the fi rst place, which is 
why eight communities in Califor-
nia – including San Francisco and 
Oakland – have passed “safe stor-
age” laws. Only one of these laws 
was challenged. It was upheld by a 
federal appellate court as consistent 
with the Second Amendment.
 We’ve also proposed an ordi-
nance that would require gun deal-
ers who wish to operate in Moraga 
to sell out of commercial zones, 
rather than from private homes, 
so that law enforcement can have 
greater oversight. Lafayette, Pleas-
ant Hill, the unincorporated areas of 
Contra Costa County, and 58 other 
localities in California have these 
modest requirements. 
 We elected our town council 
members to put the safety of its 

residents above all else. We believe 
Moraga can and should follow the 
lead of the dozens of other Califor-
nia communities that have taken 
steps to make them as safe as they 
can be. To join our effort, email 
safemoraga@gmail.com. 

Executive Committee, SAFE 
MORAGA: Moragans for Gun 
Safety
Anne Naffziger
Dr. Elizabeth Berkes
Eric and Ana Moon
Ada Sheng
David and Allison Anderman
Doris Chen 
Kiran Malancharuvil
Moon Chung
Stephanie Dickerson
Richard Herd and Meghan Swee-
ney
Rebecca Leimbach

Enjoys Moraga Police report

Dear Editor,
Please tell whoever writes the po-
lice report for Moraga that he/she is 
great and I think he/she is so funny 
and entertaining!
Vicki Featherstun
Moraga

Letters to the Editor

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All 
published letters will include the writer’s name and city/town of  residence -- we will only accept letters from those who 
live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verifi cation 
purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available 
basis.  Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: 
Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

(925) 272-0074 
1010 Second Street
Lafayette, CA 94549 Lic #079200358

Call today to learn more!

Retirement Living  •  Assisted Living  •  Memory Care  •  merrillgardens.com

We’re Family
As a fourth generation family business, all of  
us at Merrill Gardens know the importance  
of staying connected. It’s what helps our  
residents feel more at home.
You can see it in the people we hire. You  
can see it in the communities we create.  
You can see it in the ways we connect  
with your family.

Lic
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Lamorinda municipalities meet jointly on traffic, development
By Sora O’Doherty

The annual joint meeting of 
the councils of the cities of 

Orinda and Lafayette and the 
Town of Moraga got off to a sur-
prising start when citizen Doug 
Home spoke in the public forum 
to advise that virtually all prob-
lems can be resolved by making 
prayers in public schools manda-
tory. It was not the only contro-
versial subject to arise that night.
 At the March 1 meeting, Mary 
Bruns made a plea to Orinda to 
fund the Lamorinda Spirit Van, 
which provides transportation 
for seniors in all three jurisdic-
tions. Orinda City Council does 
not fund the Spirit Van because 
Orinda has a separate program for 
seniors, Seniors Around Town. 
However, the Orinda Commu-
nity Foundation does support 
the Spirit Van. Orinda residents 
represent about a quarter of the 
rides provided, with the other 
roughly three quarters being split 
between Lafayette and Moraga, 
with Lafayette usage being some-
what higher. Seniors can also use 
County Connection LINK para-
transit services, Road to Recov-
ery, operated by the American 

Cancer Society, Senior Helpline 
Services, and private providers, 
such as taxis, Uber and Lyft.
 James Hinkamp, transporta-
tion planner for the City of Lafay-
ette, reported that they are analyz-
ing projected growth and trying to 
plan traffi c mitigation measures. 
The primary “pinch point” is 
the intersection of Moraga Road 
and Mt. Diablo Boulevard. Mea-
sures being considered include 
a second northbound right-turn 
lane from Moraga Road (which 
would require the removal of two 
crosswalks), a southbound left-
turn pocket, and the use of smart 
corridors and signal timing man-
agement. These methods may be 
phased in gradually as needed.
 Moraga is still awaiting au-
thorization to get its sinkhole 
repaired, and has experienced 
further delay in the Rheem Bou-
levard closure owning to the large 
amount of rainfall. The all-access 
playground at the Commons is  
receiving a lot of support. As to 
housing development in Moraga, 
Planning Director Ellen Clark 
noted that Camino Ricardo’s 
Harvest Court will add 20 homes 

and a new public park, while Via 
Moraga will add 17 new homes. 
Other projects include Rancho 
Laguna on Rheem Boulevard, 
Bollinger Valley (126 single 
family homes), and Indian Val-
ley along Moraga Road towards 
Canyon (71 lot subdivision). 
 Saint Mary’s College is not 
anticipating substantial growth 
over the next 15 years and has 
a long range master plan. Barry 
Behr noted that Saint Mary’s is a 
town within a town, a jewel we 
all enjoy, and employs 5,000 peo-
ple.
 Lafayette development proj-
ects are proceeding under its 
2002 General Plan, with goals of 
preserving hillsides and encour-
aging multifamily housing down-
town under its downtown specifi c 
plan. There are currently 515 
units, and two more compounds 
will be build. Where the defunct 
Celia’s restaurant is there will be 
an additional 66 units, including a 
restaurant space and retail space. 
Woodbury Highlands, over 
Woodbury, will add something 
upwards of 90 units. 
 Orinda Mayor Eve Phillips 

spoke about Orinda’s pavement 
repair progress. Under Measure 
L Orinda is spending $10 million 
annually on residential road re-
pair, and will need an additional 
$3.5 million each year for ongo-
ing maintenance. For arterials and 
collections $20 million is needed 
annually, and for storm drains the 
city will need more than $15 mil-
lion. As for development, Wilder 
will add 245 residences when 
complete, J&J Ranch will add 
13 homes, and eight at Lavenida 
Lane.
 A number of Moraga residents 
turned out to address the situation 
of two houses that suffered great 
damage in a landslide last year, 
and many residents blamed EB-
MUD for not fi cing the problem. 
Katy Keough and Susan Romak 
also asked Lafayette and Orinda 
to join their voices to Moraga’s to 
urge EBMUD to act.
 The meeting concluded with 
a presentation by Community 
Choice Energy of Marin (MCE). 
Dawn Weisz of MCE explained 
that when Lafayette joined MCE 
11 per cent of users went to MCE 
in the fi rst few months, with 2 

percent of users opting for the 
“deep green” 100 percent renew-
able energy. MCE has 24 projects 
all over California, with $1.6 bil-
lion committed to solar, wind, 
and biogas power. MCE, a not-
for-profi t public agency, employs 
union labor, with 2,800 union 
jobs, and pays prevailing wages. 
Lafayette has a goal of 20 per-
cent greenhouse gas reduction by 
2020, and is on track to meet that 
goal in its fi rst year with MCE. 
Moraga would see a 66 percent 
reduction in its fi rst year, should it 
choose to join MCE, and Orinda 
would reduce 44,000 metric tons 
of carbon dioxide in its fi rst year.
 In response to questions from 
Orinda City Council Member 
Inga Miller, the cities do not share 
in liabilities, and that customers 
can opt back into PG&E service 
at any time. Council Member Jea-
nette Fritsky of Moraga inquired 
about longterm prices and rates, 
and was assured that rates should 
stay low as there is an oversup-
ply of generated energy and the 
system is not even close to satu-
ration.

Giving Dreams an Address    

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell
Your Real Estate Resource

(925) 683-2600      (925) 765-8700

Lynda@lyndasnell.com  |  Jeff@jeffsnell.com
CalBRE#00700106                    CalBRE@01333422

Search MLS, Buyer and Seller tools and Coming Soon Listings @ www.jeffsnell.com

Jeff  Snell & Lynda Snell ~ Your Real Estate Resource

Mid-Century Modern
Wonderful location and a great .45-acre yard that offers

privacy, views, large deck and a flat yard area.  The dramatic

interior captures a wonderful indoor/ outdoor feeling

offering spacious rooms, wood ceilings plus a separate living

area that is perfect for extended family, office or studio.

Great value!!  Virtual tour more photos and more @

www.26lomavista.com $1,095,000

26 Loma Vista, Orinda

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LIVING TRUST 
$695 
COMPLETE 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAINITIAL 

CONSULTATION FREE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until April 30, 2017

LAC Celebrates Local Young Artists
... continued from page A1
 

Over 200 student artworks were 
judged by a three panel jury of 
professional artists from the 
community, all volunteering their 
time in each of three categories: 
2-D, 3-D, and photography/digi-
tal design. 
 Bill Carmel, co-curator for 
the Orinda Library Art Gallery 
and one of the judges in the 
3-D category, said, “I’ve judged 
many student art shows around 
the greater East Bay, and this is 
by far one of the best shows I’ve 
ever seen of student work. Also, 
impressive is that many pieces 
exhibit a sense of humor which is 
rare. It gives me hope.”
 One such piece was Cam-
polindo Freshman April Lind-
blad’s sculpture “Light as a 
Feather.” The piece, which fea-
tures a repurposed lamp cov-
ered with brightly colored feath-
ers, won an Honorable Mention 
Award in the 3-D category.
 Cash awards were given for 
fi rst, second and third place as 

well as four Honorable Mentions 
in each category. The “Best of 
Show” Award was voted on by all 
nine judges and given this year to 
Abby Lapporte, a sophomore at 
Acalanes, for her Untitled acrylic 
painting of three fi gures suspend-
ed in a surreal setting. 
 “My piece started as a class 
assignment to combine collage 
and painting,” said Lapporte. “I 
knew I wanted to combine things 
that interested me, so I chose 
space and nature. It was inter-
esting to connect several images 
that weren’t related to each other 
individually into one cohesive 
piece. This process helped me 
learn how to visualize my art dif-
ferently.” 
 The awards reception, held 
at the Orinda Library Art Gal-
lery, included entertainment by 
the Campolindo Jazz Quartet 
and a packed house of parents, 
students, art teachers and other 
community art supporters. De-
nise Nomura, organizer of this 
year’s event, said, “We had an 

overwhelming response from 
students this year, and the level 
of talent exceeds our expecta-
tions every year.”
 Maya Jenn, a junior at Cam-
polindo, was required to enter the 
contest by her Advanced Place-
ment Photography teacher Col-
lette Sweeney. Jenn was happy 
for the push as the experience 
paid off with a fi rst place award 
in the photography/digital design 
category. Her photo, taken in 
the Mulholland Open Space Re-
serve, is a hauntingly beautiful 
portrait of her friend Lily.
 Nicole Edwards, an Acalanes 
sophomore who won second 
place in the 2-D category, said, “I 
was very surprised when I won 
Second Place, especially when 
I saw all of the incredible art-
work on display. I was inspired 
to make a turtle drawing from a 
memorable trip I had with close 
friends and family in Maui. It 
makes me very happy that people 
appreciated my work!”  
 Nathan Shin was similarly 

surprised; he didn’t fi nd out until 
the next day that his cardboard 
sculpture entitled “Full Metal 
Alchemist” won second place in 
the 3-D category. “The idea for 
the piece came from a Manga 
(graphic novel) I was reading in 
which the characters are trying to 
recreate a human and fail.” Shin 
plans to spend his winnings on 
taking his family out for dinner 
to celebrate.
 First place winner in the 3-D 
category for his ceramic sculp-
ture “Fish,” Aidan McBride, was 
inspired by a wooden head sculp-
ture he saw at the Natural History 
Museum in New York. It evolved 
from a series of ideas over a fi ve-
month period into a 50-pound 
hand-sculpted head with bulging 
eyes. McBride also won an hon-
orable mention award in the 2D 

category. McBride stated, “It was 
pretty exciting to win, and it was 
nice to see what other schools 
and artists are doing. I will spend 
the award money on my gap year 
travels.”
 Lawrence Khol, president 
of the Lamorinda Arts Council, 
presented the awards remind-
ing all the students that “you are 
all winners. Your work will be 
seen by thousands of people dur-
ing the month by visitors to the 
gallery. I’m in awe of the talent 
this year.” The exhibit will run 
through March 30.
 The contest was sponsored by 
the Moraga Valley Kiwanis Club, 
the Educational Foundation of 
Orinda, Lafayette Partners in 
Education, and the Moraga Edu-
cation Foundation. 

List of winners
Best of Show: Untitled by Abby Lapporte, Acalanes, 10th grade
2-D

1st place:  “Cara” by Anastasia Leones, Acalanes 11th grade
2nd place:  “Fractured Hawaiian Sea Turtle” by Nicole Edwards, 
Acalanes 10th grade
3rd place:  Untitled by Jadey Sadoff, Acalanes, 12th grade
Honorable Mentions:
“Girl” by Elle Hoarau, Acalanes, 11th grade
“Homeless” by Ana Bernardo, Campolindo, 12th grade
“Cupcakes” by Grace Schmidt, Campolindo, 11th grade
“Will to Power” by Aidan McBride, Miramonte, 11th grade

3-D
1st place:  “Fish” by Aidan McBride, Miramonte, 11th grade
2nd place:  “Full Metal Alchemist” by Nathan Shin, Las Lomas, 
11th grade
3rd place:  “Humans” by Zoe Venable, Miramonte, 11th grade
Honorable Mentions:
“Light as a Feather” by April Lindblad, Campolindo, 9th grade
“A Cardboard Fist” by Justin Li, Las Lomas, 9th grade
“Coil Vessel” by Charlotte Ensley, Acalanes, 12th grade
“Midnight” by Dana Chan, Miramonte, 12th grade

Photography/Digital Design
1st place:  Untitled by Maya Jenn, Campolindo, 11th grade
2nd place:  Untitled by Isabel Owens, Campolindo, 12th grade
3rd place:  “Solitary” by Isobel Whitehead, Acalanes, 11th grade
Honorable Mentions:
Untitled by Emilie Naughten, Campolindo, 12th grade
Untitled by Vincent Ho, Campolindo, 12th grade
“Poking the Bubble” by Henry Braff, Bentley Upper School, 11th grade
“Dancing Through Life” by Nell Kessenich, Acalanes, 10th grade

Top left: 2D third place by Jadey Sadoff ; bottom row from left: 2D second place by Nicole Edwards; Best in Show 

by Abby Lapporte; and 2D fi rst place by Anastasia Leones.                                   Photo Andy Scheck
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Bridging the journey from 
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and 
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of 
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your  home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
1830 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
(925) 478-7190
maria@mariaeberle.com
www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906

Play-Based Learning
Ages 2-5 

Limited Openings for Fall 2017
NEW Extended Day Option 8:00am – 5:30pm

www.stmarksnurseryschool.org

451 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

License # 070200759

Moraga’s Citizen of  the Year
... continued from page A4
She said that it was in the vacuum 
of her husband’s death that she 
started the Habitat for Humanity 
chapter. She adds that philanthropy 
had always been in her blood.
 “My mother was the biggest 
philanthropist I ever knew,” re-
members Preston, “She was the 
director of civil defense in Hous-
ton, and she was the fi rst female 
deacon in the Presbyterian church 
in Texas.” Preston remembers the 
red phone the family had in their 
kitchen that was her mother’s civil 
defense command center and that 
she and her sisters were not al-
lowed to touch it. She adds that her 
father was also very active in the 
community.
 Preston says that she chose the 
medical fi eld because she found 
the challenge of solving a mystery 
very exciting and picked radiology 
because of the diagnosis power of 
the technique. She adds that women 
imaging allowed her to have a lot of 
patient contacts. She worked at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in San Francisco 
where she started a consultative 
breast service (she later started such 
centers at John Muir and Kaiser) 
where the pathologist, the radiolo-
gist and the surgeon get together and 
discuss each patient’s best course of 
action. Preston has now been retired 
for three and a half years.
 The Moraga resident’s second 
charity project was the bicycle-re-
cycle program that has been going 
on in Moraga for over 20 years. She 
started it with her new husband, 
Tom Preston. “I just can’t stand 
when I see usable needed things 
going to the landfi ll,” she says. The 
fi rst years they would then take 
their collection to the Oakland Po-
lice Department that had a program 
to repair and redistribute bicycles. 
But when the Oakland police 
stopped the program, Preston had 
to fi nd something else. She located 

the Marsh Creek Detention Facility 
for nonviolent offenders managed 
by the Contra Costa Sheriff’s De-
partment that has a bicycle repair 
shop. She also found Trips for Kids 
in the San Rafael area that takes 
the bikes. She now asks that people 
drop their unused bicycles on her 
driveway in November. 
 Then one day in 2014 Preston 
noticed how fi re blight was start-
ing to invade the pear trees of the 
historical orchard next to Joaquin 
Moraga Intermediate School. 
There was no hesitation on her part, 
something had to be done. She re-
searched the topic and educated 
herself on how to better address 
the issue. She reached out to vol-
unteers, procured tools — at a dis-
count or even donated — from lo-
cal hardware stores and organized 
strategic pruning sessions several 
years in a row.
 She recently found a scientist 
who is now collaborating with a 
Saint Mary’s professor who is a 
friend of Preston’s to devise the 
best way to make these trees strong 
enough to last another 100 years. 
“If the trees disappear, the town 
will have to change its symbol,” 
she says with a smile.
 Preston’s most demanding and 
all-compassing philanthropic ef-
fort of the last two years has been 
her involvement with “No One 
Left behind,” a program that prom-
ised native Afghans and Iraqi who 
helped Americans during the mili-
tary presence there that they would 
get safe passage for themselves and 
their family if need be. Starting 
the local chapter of the group that 
supports new refugees, Preston or-
ganized a phenomenal network of 
mentors, tutors and donors, a vast 
majority from Moraga, and a size-
able number from Orinda, Lafay-
ette and Walnut Creek, to help 200 
immigrant families get settled and 

acclimated in the United States.
 Preston says that like the bi-
cycles that keep coming up from 
Moraga —close to 300 every year 
— an enormous quantity of furni-
ture and supplies kept coming to 
her to help the refugees. Locals 
also gave their time and knowledge 
as mentors and tutors to support the 
families.
 Preston herself gave her time 
and energy to the limit of what her 
body could give and she broke one 
leg after the other during the fur-
niture transportation operations. It 
did not stop her at fi rst, but becom-
ing more reasonable, she has now 
cut back on her responsibilities and 
is simply in charge of the speak-
ing engagements for the group. 
She says she is looking forward to 
having more time to spend in her 
garden and at the Moraga Garden 
Farms where she has been a mem-
ber for six years.
 The Moraga resident explains 
that what she wants today is to 
share her experience with others 
and encourage them to do a little 
something. For example, in front of 
her house she has installed a small 
exchange library where people 
can leave or take a book. She now 
would want to make it bigger and 
have a children section. She and 
her husband spend time painting 
benches and fences in the parks in 
Moraga, also another little thing 
that anyone can do and contributes 
to the welfare of the community.
 Preston will be honored at a 
dinner supported by the Moraga 
Chamber of Commerce, Saint 
Mary’s College of California, the 
Lamorinda Weekly and the Moraga 
Valley Kiwanis Club April 22 at the 
Soda Center at Saint Mary’s Col-
lege. Tickets, available to anyone, 
will be available on the Chamber 
of Commerce website at moraga-
chamber.org.

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving  
The San Francisco Bay Area 925.258.1111

Thank you  
for your  

continued support  
and trusting me  

with your home buying  
and selling needs.

Ruth Eddy 
925.788.5449 

rutheddy@apr.com 
rutheddy.apr.com
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 

Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

TAXI BLEU
All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A

DANVILLE, CA 94526
O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

BRENTWOOD
160-B GUTHRIE LANE, #3
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

LAURIE HIGGINS

925.876.7968 

CAMPOLINDO NEIGHBORHOOD, MORAGA CALL FOR PRICE

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

754 GLENSIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $995,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

CANYON ROAD, LAFAYETTE $2,950,000

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

1659 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,228,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384

90 BROOKFIELD DRIVE, MORAGA $1,240,000

KAILEY GRAZIANO 925.404.4361

1945 TRINITY AVENUE, #12, WALNUT CREEK $398,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384

1985 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,675,000

THE CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

3643 PERADA DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK $1,198,988

TERESA ZOCCHI 925.383.5384

Brazilian beach volleyball comes to Moraga
... continued from page A1

He was all-Western Athletic Con-
ference fi rst team at UH, and won 
MVP and all-Conference awards 
while playing for Italy and Greece.
 After Europe, he went back to 
beach volleyball in Hawaii. His 
daughter Jacquelyne grew up play-
ing the sport and eventually Ribeiro 
found himself starting a club in 
Texas after the family moved there. 
Eventually he coached the Junior 
National Boys Under-17 team.
 Jacqueline, who won a cham-
pionship with the Junior National 
Girls team at the age of 16, has ac-
cepted a scholarship to play at UC 
Berkeley once she graduates from 
her Austin high school. That was 
enough pull for Ribeiro to come to 
the Bay Area last September to es-
tablish a club here. He is planning 
to buy a house in Moraga and move 

his wife, Sarah, and daughter here.
 “The club is growing very fast,” 
said Ribeiro. “I focus on the quality 
of the training and not a quantity of 
players.”
 Ribeiro explained that he takes 
players almost exclusively on re-
ferral and works with small groups 
of 6-8 players (age 12-18) who 
want to focus on sand volleyball 
fulltime or improve their indoor 
game. Occasionally he may take a 
player through tryouts, but only if 
her skills will fi t in with the others 
in the group.
 He does caution that it is an ex-
pensive sport. “Since there are no 
tournaments in the Bay Area, play-
ers must travel to Southern Cali-
fornia, Texas and Florida, among 
other locales, in addition to either 
private lessons or joining the club.” 

Ribeiro hopes to begin hosting 
tournaments in May.
 His Morago Carioca club is 
loaded with talent. In addition to 
Ribeiro’s daughter, who fl ies up of-
ten from Austin to practice with the 
club, Caroline Shafer, a senior at 
Miramonte, junior Grace Andreea 
from Foothill High in Pleasanton 
and sophomore Ainsley Radell of 
Monte Vista in Danville all plan 
on playing volleyball at UC Berke-
ley (although Radell’s options are 
still open). Josie Cole, a senior at 
Campolindo, will attend UC Irvine, 
and Kate Goto, a senior at Foothill, 
is considering playing at Loyola 
Marymount University.
 The team practices four times 
a week at the Moraga Commons 
sand volleyball courts.

Members of the newly formed beach volleyball team, the Moraga Carioca, include, front row, from left, Charlotte 

Glass and Nicole Van Stralen; Back row, from left, Coach Fabio Ribeiro, Caroline Schafer, Grace Andreea, Kate 

Goto, Josie Cole and Ainsley Radell. Not pictured is Jacquelyne Ribeiro.              Photo John T. Miller
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Mackenzie urges people to get 
‘Off  the Couch’ in new book
By Sophie Braccini

There are experiences that 
change a person forever, and 

when Budd Mackenzie launched 
Trust In Education, that was one 
of those life-altering decisions. 
 For 14 years now, Mackenzie 
has given nearly 100 percent of 
his time to the project that cre-
ated schools in Afghanistan, is 
keeping kids off the streets of 
Kabul and in schools, and is con-
tinuing to build libraries where 
boys and girls learn and grow. 
 The Lafayette philanthropist 
has now published his fi rst book, 
“Off the Couch – Into the War for 
Hearts and Minds.” As his reality 
has expanded, he wants to share 
the joys of giving, and to inspire 
people to join or start something 
that will add meaning to their 
lives.
 You can call Mackenzie an 
idealist. He believes that it is 
more important to conquer peo-
ple’s hearts and minds than to 
kill them. He is from a generation 
that was impacted by the Viet-
nam War, and when he saw what 
was happening in Afghanistan, 
he could not believe that les-
sons from the 60s had been for-
gotten. When he read that Greg 
Mortensen was building schools 
in Afghanistan he contacted him 
and offered to raise $30,000 
to build an additional school. 
Quickly Mackenzie realized 
that accountability and reporting 
were not up to his standards, and 
that is when he decided to take 
over the building of the school in 
Lalander, Afghanistan. 
 The new book tells that whole 
story, of the dangerous trips, the 
setbacks, the dealing with tribal 
leaders, the diffi culty to reach 
women and girls. And yet the 
“ordinary” man moving into his 
60s and now early 70s never 
stopped. 
 Over the years Mackenzie 
became a different person as he 
traveled regularly to one of the 
most impoverished countries in 
the world. When coming back 
to privileged Bay Area, he found 
that everyday small talk revealed 
its vacuity, and it became harder 
to communicate on the same lev-
el with people who have no idea 
— no real understanding — of 
what he was talking about.
 With his book Mackenzie 
wants to give his readers a sense 
of the urgency of the situation 
in Afghanistan, and make them 
realize how truly rewarding for 
them doing something is. “Yes, 
(what we are doing) is a drop in 
the bucket, but if everyone takes 
care of one drop, we can fi ll the 
bucket,” he says, with his enthu-
siasm intact.
 He also makes a plea in the 
book to have the U.S. support 
small nonprofi ts all over the 
world that he feels make a better 
job than some large one at being 
transparent and verifi able, and 
bypass corruption. He himself 

has once or twice been asked for 
“gifts’ but he never gave in. 
 Working with and for girls 
has been one of Mackenzie’s 
most pressing motivation. A fem-
inist by his own words, Mack-
enzie cannot accept the terrible 
treatment girls are still suffering 
in the rural regions of Afghani-
stan. A recent U.N. report states 
that violence against women, in-
cluding child marriage, forcing 
or prohibiting marriage, forced 
self-immolation, rape and beat-
ing continue to exist and remain 
to a large extent unpunished. 
In all his interactions with lo-
cal leaders, he has been trying 
to push his agenda of education 
for girls with enough cultural 
sensitivity not to be rejected. For 
him education in homes and with 
computers is a great way to reach 
girls and young women.
 Being well connected to his 
Lafayette and Lamorinda com-
munities, Mackenzie has talked 
to many of the schools at all 
grade levels. He invented a new 
way for local children to give: he 
does not want them to ask their 
parents for money, but for them 
to devise a way to make money 
and then give it to make a dif-
ference in another child’s life. 
“Raising money is not about the 
money,” he says. “It’s about rais-
ing children.”

 Over the years the mission 
of TIE has evolved. The new 
model, the one that he feels is the 
most sustainable and profi table 
to the largest possible number 
of children, is the implementa-
tion of community libraries that 
have computers that children and 
adults can access anytime and 
study at their own pace. The fi rst 
software programs that TIE pro-
vides are Khan Academy’s math 
classes that are free to use. TIE is 
now looking for ESL free classes 
to be provided to Afghan chil-
dren.
 Another important TIE pro-
gram is the education sponsor-
ship program that gives $50 a 
month to a child so he can go to 
school instead of working on the 
streets or at some kind of menial 
labor to help support their family. 
TIE supports the same number of 
girls and boys.
 Mackenzie adds that the book 
is not made to get more support-
ers for TIE, though he does not 
refuse it and continually seeks 
new opportunities to speak to 
groups and organizations. In-
stead, he really wants to tell peo-
ple to “get off their couches” and 
spend some of their energy for 
some of those who need so much.
 More information about TIE 
and the book is available at www.
trustineducation.org.

Budd Mackenzie with Afghan boys and girls.  Photo provided

PURE MUIR
a celebration of East Bay open space GalaSaturday, May 6th • 5-9 pm
Campana Farm, Moraga

Join us for a celebration of East Bay open space! Enjoy music, gourmet dinner, wine 
and live auction. Learn more about Carr Ranch and what’s on the horizon. 
Purchase tickets at jmlt.org or 925.228.5040

Sponsored by
Independent, locally owned and operated!
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Complex U.S./Iran relationship 
explored in Saint Mary’s exhibit
By A.K. Carroll

How is it that art can open 
up the creative process of a 

viewer to forge new associations 
with familiar iconic material?
 This is one of the driving ques-
tions behind IRAN|USA, an ex-
hibition of video art and prints by 
artist Peter Freund, professor of art 
theory & practice and chair of the 
Saint Mary’s College Art Depart-
ment. An expansion of Freund’s 
solo exhibition, which ran at the 
Sazmanab Center for Contempo-
rary Art in Tehran, Iran in August 
2015, the 10-piece multi-language 
exhibition will show at the Col-
lege of Saint Mary’s Art Museum 
through May 28. 
 It’s a timely debut given a re-
cent executive order that bans im-
migration from six Muslim-majori-

ty countries and places a temporary 
blanket on refugees, the growing 
discussion surrounding the issue 
of “fake news,” and the current po-
litical climate of the United States 
in general, though the exhibit as 
a whole has been some fi ve to six 
years in the making. Its springtime 
show is, in many ways, mere coin-
cidence.
 “The political situation has 
itself appropriated and re-contex-
tualized this art of appropriation, 
most of which was produced be-
fore the current shift in political 
tides,” Freund wrote in an early 
draft of his preface for the show. “I 
can only welcome this sort of co-
incidence. For such contingency is 
no stranger to my artistic process, 
which relies heavily on associative 
and dis-associative interventions.”
 The original exhibition is com-
prised of fi ve photographic prints 
and fi ve pieces of video and is di-
vided into two major segments. 
While the fi rst portion of the ex-
hibition explores the intersection 
between key moments in the his-
tory of the US and the history of 
Iran, the second part extends to the 
broader region of the East, what 
was once called “the Orient,” and 
includes Iran, the Arab World, and 
parts of Asia. 
 The seeds for the project were 
planted when Freund was an under-
grad at Berkeley. “I lived and stud-
ied in Cairo for a year and began to 
develop a sense of the Middle East 
region as a kind of geography of 
fantasy for United States policy,” 
said Freund. “The Middle East has 
become a kind of fi ctionalized ge-
ography of what goes by the name 
‘terrorism.’” 
 Indeed, the construction of the 
concept of terrorism and its geo-
political association is one key to 
understanding Freund’s work and 
the parallels he draws between the 
1953 coup d’état in Iran and the 
fall of McCarthyism in the United 
States, which occurred at roughly 
the same time. 
 “Thematically there’s a ques-
tion of this (historical coincidence) 
and historical memory,” said 
Freund.
 Freund’s work utilizes and even 
relies on historical documents; yet 
the factual evidence itself is not 
what he’s keen on exploring. While 
the exhibition includes actual foot-
age, the artist is quick to point out 
that it’s not a documentary, but has 
been re-edited in an unusual and 
evocative way. 
 “What I’m interested in is this 
sort of fi ctional layer of it, the my-
thology of the Middle East as a site 
of terrorism,” said Freund.
 In addition to exploring the 
relationship between visual docu-

mentation and historical memory, 
Freund also dips into the complica-
tions of language. “The problemat-
ic relationship between the original 
language and the subtitle is actually 
part of the concept of the work,” 
said the artist. English, Farsi, and 
Mandarin are all used in the exhi-
bition, and other artists have been 
brought on to help in the execution 
of an international vision.
 “These are my ideas,” said 
Freund. “But I’m working with ac-
tors and other artists who are (origi-
nally) from Iran and who are very 
interested in history, as well as peo-
ple from the Arab world and from 
China and Hong Kong. What better 
way is there to combat a stereotype 
than to seek out collaboration with 
the people belonging to the stereo-
type group? So these projects are 
partly about developing relation-
ships with people from these re-
gions and developing artwork with 
them.”
 Another correlation that Freund 
has spent time studying involves 
questions of what he calls historical 
traumatic memory and its relation-
ship to fantasy and enjoyment. “I’m 
very interested in how these things 
(traumatic memory and enjoyment) 
can converge when you’re trying to 
represent and the problem of repre-
senting,” he said. 
 Freund most clearly sees this 
relationship at play in “The End of 
an Error,” a piece of video art that 
serves as the focal point of the fi rst 
part of the exhibition. In it, Freund 
takes a landmark piece of docu-
mentary video regarding the end of 
McCarthyism and refashions it as 
an Iranian history lesson narrated in 
Farsi. While there is a sense of en-
joyment generated by the historic 
end of The Red Scare, there is also 
al allusion to the emergence of a 
new enemy external to the country.
 “It will be something very fa-
miliar to people visually, but pre-
sented in a very unfamiliar way,” 
said Freund.
 While the exhibition provides 
experimental interpretations of his-
torical events, it also leaves space 
for viewers to bring their own 
thoughts and develop their own 
perspectives. 
 “My interest is really to look at 
the document and question it as a 
direct point of access for historical 
memory,” said Freund. “I’m inter-
ested in an audience that is open to 
looking at familiar materials in a 
different light and being in this sort 
of refl ective space.”
 The Saint Mary’s College 
Museum of Art, located on Saint 
Mary’s campus, is open Wednes-
day-Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.  Admission is $5. stmarys-ca.
edu/museum.

Photos from the US/Iran exhibit of the Shaw Courtesy of the Saint Mary’s Art Museum
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

Amazing Summer Math Camps
- The Wide World of Sports Statistics

Play sports and calculate your statistics
- Conquer Common Core Math 

Clarify/review current year's math and prepare for the next
- Classes to Attack Algebra

Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to 
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures

- Get a Jump on Geometry:
A fun, hands on class for high school students

**** Warning – These classes might trick students 
into believing that math is fun ****

Classes taught by teacher & experienced
math instructor, Michael Adler

To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor 

who is fun? 

Individual/small group

summer or year round

tutoring available

m.adler@sbcglobal.net
Michael Adler

If you have further questions feel free to
contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net

Come Join 
the Fun!

moragavalleypool.org
email: membership@moragavalleypool.org

Memberships Available
Enjoy a beautiful, park-like setting including a six lane lap 
pool with shallow play and deep diving areas, as well as a 
separate baby pool. Work on your serve on our Har-Tru 

clay tennis courts or newly surfaced hard courts. Join in on 

Swim program, and year-round Adult and Junior Tennis 
Programs taught by USPTA certified coaches.

Camp Marlin summer camp available 
for kids ages 5-11 who participate in 

our swim or tennis programs.

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*Limit 1 coupon per job. Exp. 5/18/17

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing
Protect your family and home
from dangerous gas leaks .
Gas leaks cause ¼ of earth‐
quake‐related fires! Keep your
family safe with an earthquake
shutoff valve. You can't control
the earthquake but you can
control the damage!Head Frog Mo Williams

April is Earthquake Preparedness Month 
When it comes to safety.......We Hop To It!

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

We Hop To It!

$50 off 
Earthquake emergency

shut off valve*

$150 off 
Tankless water 

heater install*

$50 off 
any plumbing job 

over $500*
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Forty-eight years ago, Larry 
Swindell published his fi rst 

book, “Spencer Tracy: A Biog-
raphy,” about the legendary Hol-
lywood actor who had starred in 
some 75 movies from “Captain 
Courageous” to “Guess Who’s 
Coming To Dinner.” Swindell, 
who was a journalist, editor and 
drama critic published four more 
biographies of Hollywood Gold-
en Age’s stars, about Carol Lom-
bard —his best seller — Gary 
Cooper, Charles Boyer, and John 
Garfi eld, the one he fi nds the most 
profound. These books had been 
out of print for some 20 years, but 
a new editor contacted Swindell 
and now both hardcovers and pa-
perbacks have been printed again. 
What Swindell considers to be 
historical pieces are available on-
line and in all good bookstores.
 Swindell was teaching on the 
brand new campus at UC Irvine 
when it all started. Being an ad-
junct professor was a second pas-
sion of his, his fi rst were always 
literature and history. When Tracy 
died Swindell put together for the 
university a memorial retrospec-
tive of his fi lms with a brochure 
to accompany the fi lm series. A 
literary agent got hold of the bro-
chure, and called Swindell to ask 
if he would write a whole biogra-
phy. Swindell said yes, not really 
believing that the agent would 
get a publishing contract for the 
book. (There was no self-publish-
ing at the time.) But the agent did 
and Swindell got to work.
 Now living in Moraga, Swin-
dell explains that he had met Tra-
cy twice, and it was not necessar-
ily a fond memory. The fi rst time 
it was as a UCLA student when 
he proposed to write a memoir on 
an actor that had been successful 
both on stage and in movies and 
suggested Tracy. UCLA got an 
appointment for Swindell through 
the Metro Goldwin Mayer studio 
that had Tracy under contract, but 
the actor didn’t have much time 
for a student and gave Swindell 
a hard time when he came for 
the interview. Swindell ended 
up writing about someone else. 
Fifteen years later, he met again 
with Tracy at a baseball game; the 
actor remembered him and the in-
teraction was much more cordial.
 Every time Swindell wrote 
about a star, it was after their 
death. Sometimes he had met 
them, such as Charles Boyer — 
whose wife had invited Swindell 

for dinner after the publication 
of Tracy’s book where she was 
featured — but most of the times 
not. Writing these biographies 
was really an investigative jour-
nalist work, digging as much as 
possible about the star he was in-
terested in, sometimes in cooper-
ation with the family, and some-
times against it. “Spencer Tracy’s 
widow was opposed to my work,” 
remembers Swindell. When one 
understands that Tracy never di-
vorced her but lived many years 
with his movie partner Katharine 
Hepburn, one might understand 
the wife’s wariness.
 Swindell says that he always 
wrote what he wanted to, but 
it was not without diffi culties. 
When he wrote his biography of 
John Garfi eld, the editor refused 
version after version of the manu-
script. “They wanted dirt,” says 
Swindell. The young actor was 
known for links with the Com-
munist party and Swindell would 
not elaborate beyond hard facts. 
Another editor fi nally was able to 
publish the book. Swindell says 
that his books are not a collection 
of anecdotes for tabloids, they 
give a real historical perspective 
of the area and the industry.
 Swindell also had diffi culty 
with his biography of Humphrey 
Bogart that was refused by the 
editor. The author candidly ex-
plains that his perception is that 
the man, who was a remarkable 
actor, was somewhat dull as an 
individual.
 Swindell stopped writing bi-
ographies years ago, and has no 
desire for working on the lives 
of more recent stars. Instead, he 
has started to write a history of 
American movies from 1898 to 
today, a gigantic task that requires 
not only the use of his sharp and 
vast memory, but also the consul-
tation of his large personal library 
that contains references to all the 
movies ever made in this coun-
try. He says that it will take him a 
few more years to complete it. He 
does not have a contract for that 
behemoth, but he shares it with 
friends and family as he writes it, 
and expects that academic movie 
departments will have an interest.
 There is of course a bit of 
nostalgia in Swindell’s love of 
the movies of the 1930s and 40s. 
He liked a time when everyone 
went to the movies, when par-
ents could trust the industry, and 
whole families could see any 

fi lm together. He explains that 
the studios had strict guidelines 
about what could and could not 
be done. For example, an unpun-
ished crime could not be made. 
However he believes that this 
frame did not stifl e the directors’ 
creativity, that instead it required 
more inventiveness on their part. 
 Swindell’s phenomenal mem-
ory is also put to good use month-
ly for moviegoers at the Rheem 
Theater, as he introduces the clas-
sic fi lms he proposes to theater 
manager Derek Zemrak. With 
period anecdotes in introducing 
the movies, Swindell transports 
the spectators back in time, giv-
ing them impression that they 
too were intimate with the Carry 
Grants, Betty Davises and other 
John Waynes. 
 On March 15 viewers will 
see “The Woman in the Window” 
with Edward G. Robinson and 
Joanne Bennett, and on April 19 
“The Rainmaker” with Burt Lan-
caster and Katharine Hepburn. 
The classic fi lms always play at 
2 p.m. the third Wednesday of the 
month.

5 biographies of  stars of  Golden Age 
of  Movies by Swindell republished
By Sophie Braccini

Larry Swindell Photo Sophie Braccini

Join us for a nostalgic and inspiring event with author, Steven Friedman as he shares 
excerpts from his book, Voices of America, Golden Memories of the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Steven has let nine longtime residents, all of whom were either born in San Francisco 
or have lived in the Bay Area for at least 50 years, tell their stories in this volume, 
capturing the vibrant culture and breathtaking beauty of Northern California. 
Copies will be available for purchase or bring your copy to be signed. Bring a friend 
and relive some golden memories with us! 

To RSVP, please call 888.713.2228 by March 20

Saturday, March 25, 2017
at 2:00pm

BOOK
SIGNING
V O I C E S  O F  A M E R I C A

Golden Memories
of the San Francisco
Bay Area

1700 Tice Valley Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
888.713.2228

LifeatByronPark.com
Facebook.com/ByronParkSeniors 
License #075601546

We’re here to help...whenever 
and wherever you need us.

Need Home Care?
Safe, reliable and affordable 

home care from professionals 
who truly care!

HCO#414700023

(925) 317-3080• (925) 402-4411 
www.careindeed.com

info@careindeed.com Serving the Greater Bay Area

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

Pet Shoppe
Rheem Valley

Pet Food & Supplies

Dog, Cat, Chicken

or Goat Food

10% off *

*With coupon, 1 coupon per person.

Exp. 5/3/17

FREE Small Pet
Boarding
Hamsters, rabbits,
guinea pigs, birds, mice
rats, reptiles

ONE FREE NIGHT
No purchase necessary. New clients. Limit

1 cage. Based on availability. Exp. 5/3/17

Dog, Cat, Birds, Fish and Small Animals
Toys & Supplies       15% off *

*Any purchase excluding dog and cat food, chicken and goat feed.
With coupon, Not valid with any other offers or Frontline, Fiprougard, 
Advantage or Advantix. 1 coupon per person. Exp.  5/3/17

Food, Supplies, and Toys
For birds, cats, dogs, fish, reptiles, small animals,  

premium chicken feeds. Also in organic Non-GMO 

Small Animal 
Sales, Grooming & Boarding, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Mice, Rats, Hamsters.

Rheem Valley Center 388 Park Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.             Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Division III fi rst-place winners (left to right): Sullivan Jordan (Campo), Sarah Inouye (OSA), 

Stephanie Wu (CPS), Caroline Kim (Head-Royce), Amy O’Connor (OIS)                 Photos provided

Division II fi rst-place winners (left to right): Tom Inouye, Owen Younger, Jason Ritchey, Degen 

Naldoza, Samantha Scott, all from Orinda Intermediate School.

Moraga Rotary Division 2 (Intermediate School) team (from left to right):  Alex Clare, Sebastian 

Fojut, Jack Erickson-King, Vishal Lashkari, Ryan Erickson-King, Zac Yu.    Photo Holly Erickson-King

Moraga Rotary Division 1 (Elementary School) team (from left to right): Julia Erickson-King, 

Zoe Seaman, Maddie O’Balle, Catelyn Cereghino, Elise Frippiat.            Photo Holly Erickson-King

Lamorinda teams advance in 
Odyssey of  the Mind competitions
Submitted by John Inouye

Many local teams competed in the Od-
yssey of the Mind Bay Area Regional 

Tournament at Concord High School on 
March 4. Four teams from Orinda and two 
from Moraga are advancing to the State 
Tournament at Heritage High School in 
Brentwood on March 25.
 A Division III team, sponsored by Orinda 
Rotary, took fi rst place for their solution to 
“Ready, Set, Balsa, Build.” The problem in-
cludes building a balsa wood structure of no 
more than 15 grams that must hold as much 
weight as it can. The problem solution must 
incorporate the structure into a skit.
 The team — Sarah Inouye, Sullivan 
Jordan, Caroline Kim, Amy O’Connor, and 
Stephanie Wu — have examined this prob-
lem with their coach, Michael Kim, for the 
last fi ve years. “All the team members go to 
different schools now, so it’s great that we 
still have Odyssey,” said Caroline Kim. “We 
get to see each other a few times per week.” 
The team has advanced to both the State and 
World Tournaments in past years. “It’s nice 
to win,” said Sarah Inouye, “but I’ve also 
gotten better at collaborating.”
 A Division II team from Orinda Inter-
mediate School took fi rst place in a prob-

lem that involved classics and art history. 
The team — Tom Inouye, Degen Naldoza, 
Jason Ritchey, Samantha Scott, and Owen 
Younger — created an original performance 
about time travelers looking to discover the 
inspiration for great works of art. Coached 
by Amy Inouye, the team often went to reuse 
centers in Berkeley and Oakland to design 
props and costumes. Tackling other prob-
lems in the past, this team has advanced to 
the State Tournament twice before.
 Two Division I teams, both from Orinda 
elementary schools, are also advancing to 
State. The Glorietta Blue Team got fi rst place 
in “Catch Us If You Can,” a problem that in-
cludes the creation of vehicles. The Del Rey 
Blue Team came in second place in “Odd-a-
Bot,” a problem that involves the creation of 
a robot that learns by watching others.
 In addition two teams sponsored by the 
Moraga Rotary are also advancing to the 
tournament.
 Odyssey of the Mind develops creative 
problem-solving skills in students from 
kindergarten through college. Thousands 
of teams from the U.S. and about 25 other 
countries participate in the program.

Back row from left: Andrew Torres (grade 10), Leif Carlson (10), Aman Malhotra (Club President, 10), 

Montreux Maeder (10), Vivek Lashkari (10), Andrew Yoo (Vice President, 10); Front row from left: Adri-

ana Derksen (Vice President, 10), Sam Lum (10), Ryan Yick (10), Alex Mangoba (10), Phu-Quy Ho (9), 

Mr. Johnny Johnson (Club Advisor, Campolindo Instrumental Music Director)    Photo Aman Malhotra

Project Music Unlimited soars 
at Campolindo High School
Submitted by Vivek Lashkari and Aman Malhotra

Project Music Unlimited is a group of 
students from Campolindo High School 

who work to spread the joy of music beyond 
our community to children without access to 
instruments or music programs.
 It collects donated instruments that are 
no longer in use, and give them to organi-
zations and schools, most of whom are part 
of the West Contra Costa Unifi ed School 
District. WCCUSD provides services to 48 
schools, and only a fraction of them have 
music programs, which they are in the pro-
cess of rebuilding.
 The project also hopes to provide mini 
performances at schools to inspire young 
musicians and to give occasional voluntary 
music lessons to students who do not have 
the necessary resources to have their own 

private lessons.
 Project Music Unlimited is also working 
to invite other schools’ students to Campolin-
do music concerts to promote music. In the 
club’s short existence, it has received many 
instrument donations of all varieties, such as 
fl utes, violins, cellos, drums and saxophones 
that are already being used by students in 
WCCUSD schools. The community can help 
by donating instruments or used recorders to 
put them to use after elementary school ses-
sions. Recorders can be very useful to get 
young musicians started before they learn 
how to play a more advanced instrument.
 For more information, visit http://pro-
jectmusicunltd.wixsite.com/campopmuclub, 
contact by email at projectmusicunlimited@
gmail.com or fi nd them on Facebook.

Troop 204 welcome new Eagles
Submitted by Sara Regan

Front row, from left,  Ryan Regan, Trenten Tso, Garrett Vana.; second row, from left,  Thomas Edwards, 

Chase Severson, Joe Kahler; third row, from left,  Seppi Ortman, Robby Goldman, Jack Spiering, Mat-

thew Goldie, Luc Davis; back row, from left, John Torchio, Colin Kuiken and Michael Williams.

Lafayette Boy Scout Troop 204 will hon-
or 14 young men who have achieved the 

Eagle Scout Award, the highest rank in the 
Boys Scouts of America, at 1 p.m. on March 
25 at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church. 
This will be Troop 204’s 64th annual Eagle 
Court of Honor.
 To attain Eagle Scout, a Scout must earn 
his way up the scouting ranks from Tenderfoot 
to Life Scout. As a Life Scout, he must be ac-
tive in the troop for at least six months, earn at 

least 21 required badges, serve in a leadership 
position, show “Scout Spirit,” and plan, devel-
op and give leadership to others in an approved 
Eagle service project helpful to any religious 
intuition, school, nonprofi t organization or the 
community. In addition to requirements listed 
above, each of these Troop 204 Eagle Scouts 
has attended annual 50-mile backpacking trips, 
planned and led a trek on the nine-day hiking 
trip, hiked over 500 miles and actively partici-
pated in annual Camporees.

Troop 224’s new Eagle Scouts.                                                                                             Photo provided

Troop 224 Eagle Scouts Honored
Submitted by Stephanie Coate

Boy Scout Troop 224 of Lafayette mem-
bers Dylan Lane, Jason Cornell, and 

Adam Coate achieved Scouting’s highest 
rank of Eagle Scout and celebrated their 
Eagle Court of Honor on Sunday, Feb. 26, at 
the Lafayette Community Center. 
 Troop 224, which began in May 1953, is 
a boy-led Boy Scout Troop dedicated to the 
ideals of the Boy Scouts of America national 
organization. To achieve the rank of Eagle 
Scout, the candidate must earn a minimum of 
21 merit badges, including 13 Eagle- required 
badges, demonstrate leadership and scout 
spirit, and successfully complete an Eagle 
service project that benefi ts the community.
 Dylan Lane is a senior at Las Lomas 

High School in Walnut Creek.  For his Ea-
gle project, he worked with Principal Matt 
Campbell to design and landscape the main 
courtyard at Las Lomas High School. 
 Jason Cornell is a senior at Acalanes High 
School. For Jason’s Eagle project, he chose to 
give back to the Lafayette Nursery where he 
attended as a young child. He led the design, 
coordination, and construction of a large por-
table water basin and carpentry table.
 Adam Coate is a junior at Acalanes High 
School. Adam’s Eagle service project con-
sisted of building and installing 150 back-
pack hooks at Pleasant Hill Middle School. 
 For information about Troop 224, visit 
www.troop224lafayette.com.
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Campolindo High School Presents 
‘Beauty and the Beast’
Submitted by Sachi Enochty  

“Be Our Guest!” and step into the magical world 
of the modern classic, Disney’s “Beauty and 

the Beast,” presented by Campolindo High School. 
Follow the “tale as old as time” as the Beast en-
counters Belle and races to break the spell and re-
turn to his former self with the help of his enchanted 

household members.  
 The show runs through March 26 at the high 
school, 300 Moraga Road, Moraga. Tickets are on sale 
up to four hours before each show. Price is $25. For in-
formation on show times and more, visit http://www.
campochoir.com/ticketing/.

The cast of  Campolindo’s “Beauty and the Beast.”     Photo Sachi Enochty

‘Zucchini’ is a poignant, real family film
By Sophie Braccini

This month the International 
Film Showcase offers a Swiss-

French fi lm, “My Life as A Zuc-
chini, directed by Claude Barras. 
It’s a beautiful animated movie that 
engaged the work of over 100 art-
ists. This movie is a delicate and 
charming tale of resilience, hope 
and love appropriate for children 
from 6 years of age and for the 
adults who have been able to pre-
serve their child’s heart.
 Zucchini is his name. He really 
clings to this nickname that was 
given to him by a mother who was 
not always kind, because she liked 
beer a bit too much. But now she’s 
gone, “to heaven,” and the little 
boy with eyes so immense that they 
take up most of his face, is so des-
perately alone. The father is long 
gone, “he liked ‘hens’ too much” 
(hen or poule means loose woman 
in French). A policeman takes him 
to a small orphanage. This is not a 
place where kids are abused in any-

way. Quite the opposite. There he 
will recover, he will reinvent him-
self, he will learn to trust, to love 
again, and discover that the people 
whom you chose and that chose 
you can share stronger bonds than 
some families.
 Zucchini’s reality and that of 
his friends is grim. They have all 
ended in the children’s home be-
cause of personal dramas that the 
movie does not hide. But it is an 
animation, so it says sad things 
with a light poetic touch and never 
falls into the grim or the frighten-
ing. The relationships between the 
children are shown with humor 
and tenderness. It shows that life 
has been tough for them, but they 
are resilient and they fi nd strength 
in being a group. It is very rare to 
see a movie that is so touching and 
so real, without sugarcoating, yet 
completely adequate for young 
viewers.
 “My Life as a Zucchini” was 

nominated for Best Animated 
Feature Film at the 2017 Oscars, 
but lost to “Zootopia.” The Swiss-
French fi lm is defi nitely not Dis-
ney. It takes children much closer 
to reality than most American di-
rectors would dare. One could ar-
gue though that for that reason it 
also touches more authentic and 
real emotions. Parents can be re-as-
sured that the movie ends well. The 
movie is now rated a very rare 100 
percent positive critic consensus on 
Rotten Tomatoes.
 The fi lm was presented at the 
Cannes Film Festival last May and 
Barras gave an interview to the 
French magazine Telerama about 
the making of the movie. He ex-
plained that it all started 10 years 
ago for him when he read Gilles 
Paris’ novel “Autobiography of a 
zucchini.” He started drawing the 
characters, created many differ-
ent versions, cutting them out and 
creating groups until he found the 
winning team of visual characters. 
 The entire fi lm was made us-
ing the technique of “stop motion” 
where clay puppets are animated 
one image at a time. The puppets 
were created with a metal frame, 
clay for the face and bodies and a 
multitude of “accessories” such as 
mouths and limbs that are changed 
in a darkroom be puppeteers one 
frame at a time. Barras explained 
that the puppets are 35 centimeters 
high (13.8 inches) and are now in 
museums. 
 Barras casted the children’s 
voices using non-actor children 
and had them play the scenario as if 
for a live performance. From these 
fi lmed interactions Barras con-
structed the fi nal story played by 
the puppets. The result is stunning 
and aesthetically very pleasing.
 “My Life as a Zucchini” opens 
on March 24 at the Orinda Theater 
for a week. More information is 
available at www.lamorindathe-
atres.com.

Image provided

Theater View

Veterinary Clinic,

owned by 

Dr. Laurie Langfold,

is excited to

announce a new

addition. 

Dr. Amelia Ausman

has joined our team. 

Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187

Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com

www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

College Prep • Grades 8-12 • Small Classes

OPEN HOUSE
FOR INTERESTED FAMILIES

INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND TOURS

APRIL 19TH

7-9 PM

Teen Advisory Board offers students 
the chance to make a difference
By Namratha Kasalanati

The Lafayette Library and 
Learning Center has a program 

for teens called the Teen Advisory 
Board, or TAB for short. In TAB, 
students decide on programs that 
can be put on for the enjoyment of 
the teenage community. These are 
relatively small scale programs, 
and are usually held in the library. 
 Being part of TAB is very fun, 
and it is not a huge commitment. 
We usually discuss books, movies, 
newspaper articles, music, and oth-
er types of media we have read or 
heard. Some books recommended 
by the group were “Eragon,” by 
Christopher Paolini, “Special Top-
ics in Calamity Physics,” by Mari-
sha Pessl, and “Shoe Dog,” by Phil 
Knight, the creator of Nike. 
 After making our suggestions, 
we talk about our next programs. 
We like to brainstorm in groups and 
then vote on the best and most pos-
sible ideas. Usually we choose two 
programs per month and an alter-
nate, in case one program does not 

seem to be possible.
 This school year, we have put 
on a movie, “Mean Girls,” had a 
Teen Social day, where we played 
games and met new people, and 
had a Book Swap. We are planning 
other programs such as a nature 
drawing lesson, or an Earth Day 
program. For the end of the year, 
we are planning a cosplay contest 
at ComicFest 2017. Be sure to look 
out for more TAB programs. They 
are posted in the Lafayette Library, 
Stanley Middle School Library, 
and in other schools and stores 
around Lafayette. They could even 
be posted in your classroom.
 If you wish to join TAB next 
school year, you should pick up an 
application in August or September 
in the Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center. Our adult supervisor 
and meeting facilitator is Patrick 
Brogan, Teen Services Library 
Assistant. He looks through the 
applications for qualities like be-
ing proactive, leadership, depend-

ability and others. Students in sixth 
through 12th grades can apply. It 
is always great to have new minds 
join our program. It builds leader-
ship and involvement in the com-
munity. Plus, it is fun. 
 Lastly, this is a thought provoking 
quote by Elie Wiesel: “Mankind must 
remember that peace is not God’s gift 
to his creatures; peace is our gift to 
each other.” We should remember to 
be peaceful and kind to each other 
and consider the consequences of 
our actions as we are growing up so 
we can make the world a kinder and 
more peaceful place.

Namratha Kasalanati is in seventh 

grade at Stanley Middle School. 

She likes to write, read, learn 

about new ideas and participate 

in cross country and track.
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Not to be missed Not to be missed

OORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

ART

“Japanese Aesthetics: An Explora-
tion of Japan’s Artistic Sensibilities” 
will be presented at 1 p.m. on Mon-
day, March 27 in the Orinda Library 
Garden Room. Orinda Library wel-
comes Yoshi Fukamiya, an Asian Art 
Museum docent, who will share his 
understanding of Japanese Aesthet-
ics as illustrated by objects in the 
museum’s Japanese Art collection. 
This program is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Orinda Library.

The Moraga Art Gallery announc-
es its springtime show, Color and 
Caprice, an exhibit that spotlights 
member artist Angelica Samame’s 
eye-catching collection of stylized 
portraits of sophisticated women — 
slender and fashionably-clad. The 
show also features guest artist, Eliza-
beth Russell, aka Liz R Honeypots, 
from Forestville, whose ceramics 
consist of utilitarian platters, mugs, 
casserole dishes and more. The show 
runs to June 3, with a free opening re-
ception from 5 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 25. Come to meet artists and 
enjoy live music, light snacks and 
wine. For more information, visit the 
gallery’s website: www.moragaart-
gallery.com, call (925) 376-5407 or 
email moragaartgallery@gmail.com.

Valley Art Gallery presents their 
new show ARTERIAL: Your Road 
to the Best East Bay Artists running 
from April 1 to May 13. The exhibit 
takes you through a wide range of 
motifs, styles, media and prices, rep-
resenting the best of the best from 
more than 100 East Bay artists. Plus, 
there are beautifully crafted, ce-
ramic, wood and glass pieces, and 
original designer jewelry. There will 
be a reception from 3 to 6 .m. on Sat-
urday, April 1 to mark the opening. 
For more info visit www.valleyart-
gallery.com. It’s located in Walnut 
Creek. 

Learn the art of making Pysanky, 
or Ukrainian Easter Eggs, decorat-
ed using a wax-resist and dye meth-
od in a three-hour workshop led by 
local folk art teacher, Evie Michon. 
Traditionally created during Lent, 
Pysanky were given as treasured 
gifts. 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday April 
8. Cost is $20, limited to 20 people. 
Hosted by Holy Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 433 Moraga Way, Orinda. 
Register: Q1w2tissue@gmail.com

IRAN|USA, an original exhibi-
tion organized by the Saint Mary’s 
College Museum of Art, presents a 
program of compelling video art and 
prints by artist and faculty member 
Peter Freund through May 28. The 
multi-language exhibit re-envisions 
key moments in the politically 
charged history of the two countries 
through the lens of an experimen-
tal artist. The museum is located on 
campus, 1928 St. Mary’s Road in 
Moraga and is open from 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday; $5 
admission. (See article page B2)

MUSIC

Diablo Ballet will celebrate its 23rd 
Anniversary with a special one-
night only performance at 6:30 p.m. 
on March 23 at the Lesher Center for 
the Arts in Walnut Creek. The cel-
ebration will feature stunning works 
from the company’s 23-year history. 
Tickets are $33-$59. For tickets, call 
(925) 943-SHOW (7469) or visit 
www.lesherartscenter.org or www.
diabloballet.org.

Experience a lovely musical of-
fering of arias by Verdi, Schubert, 
Handel and more performed by 
the much-acclaimed Opera Scouts 
young artists of San Francisco Op-
era Guild, 4:30 p.m. Sunday March 
26 at Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox 
Church in Moraga. Enjoy a buffet 
supper and wine. Tickets $45. Res-
ervations through Ana Zimmank of 
Coldwell Banker, (925) 640-6008; 
Ana.Zimmank@camoves.com

Enjoy an evening of classical gui-
tar with professional musician 
Glenn Staller beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
on March 28 at the Moraga Library. 
Staller specializes a range of styles 
from around the world. This hour 
long concert is generously sponsored 
by the Friends of the Moraga Li-
brary. 1500 St Marys Rd.
 

Enjoy Shakey Zimmerman with 
special guest Jennifer Mydland 
concert from 8 p.m. to midnight on 
April 1 at Town Hall Theatre Lafay-
ette. Travel through the decades with 
the songs of Bob Dylan and Neil 
Young, performed by Zimmerman. 
www.townhalltheatre.com www.
shakeyzimmerman.com.

Check out new music of the 21st 
century with perhaps a fl air of late 
night Thelonious — all this imagi-
natively created on stage by pianists. 
Come enjoy the Piano Composers’ 
concert at 7 p.m. on Friday April 7 
at the Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center Community Hall. This 
free event is sponsored by the Con-
tra Costa Performing Arts Society 
(www.ccpas.org) in partnership with 
the library. 

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre Company pres-
ents “Smokey Joe’s Café,” directed 
by Lauren Rosi through March 25. 
With music such as “Poison Ivy,” 
“Charlie Brown,” “On Broadway,” 
“Stand By Me” and much more. 
3535 School Street, Lafayette. (925) 
283-1557. Show times and ticket 
information is available at the box 
offi ce or online at www.townhallthe-
atre.com. 

Campolindo High School Presents 
“Beauty and the Beast.” Follow the 
“tale as old as time” as the Beast 
encounters Belle and races to break 
the spell and return to his former 
self with the help of his enchanted 
household characters. The show will 
run through March 26 at Campolin-
do High School, 300 Moraga Road, 
Moraga. For info on show times and 
ticket prices, visit www.campochoir.
com/ticketing/.

DVC Drama presents “You Can’t 
Take it with You.” The show runs 
through April 2, at 8 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday, and at 2:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. For tickets, call (925) 969-
2358 or go to the website at www.
dvcdrama.net. DVC Drama is lo-
cated at 321 Golf Club Rd, Pleasant 
Hill, with free parking for all perfor-
mances.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

“World on the Move,” focusing 
on immigration issues, is the topic 
chosen by Dr. David Vasquez-Levy, 
president of the Pacifi c School of 
Religion, for his presentation at 1:30 
p.m. on April 7 at the First Friday 
Forum in the Sanctuary of Lafay-
ette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 
49 Knox Drive, Lafayette. Refresh-
ments are served at 1 p.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall. This is a free event. 
For more information contact (925) 
283-8722.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Moraga Juniors’ annual Spring 
Egg Hunt will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. on Saturday, March 25 at 
the Moraga Commons Park located 
at the corner of Moraga Road and 
Saint Mary’s Road- rain or shine. 
Admission is $15 per child ages 1-8. 
Two egg hunts promptly at 10 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Tickets are available at 
www.moragajuniors.org.

SPEAK is a program for high 
school students developed in re-
sponse to issues they are facing: 
stress, relationships, partying, sexu-
ality, and mental health. Ninth-12th 
graders will have a safe space to 
speak their truth about their experi-
ences and will be equipped with re-
sources and decision making strate-
gies. An adult program offers the 
opportunity for sharing of concerns 
and strategies to address these is-
sues. The program runs from 4 to 
6 p.m. on Sundays through March 
26 at Orinda Community Church, 
www.speak2016.eventbrite.com or 
Kelsey: SPEAKlamorinda@gmail.
com

Lamorinda Arts Council is hosting 
its 14th Annual High School Visual 
Arts Competition through March 30 
at the Orinda Library Art Gallery. 
This annual exhibition provides the 
community a wonderful opportunity 
to view a wide range of creative, 
original work by local students and 
recognizes the region’s dedicated 
high school art teachers. The compe-

tition is open to ninth through 12th-
grade students living in or attending 
public or private high schools in 
Orinda, Lafayette and Moraga. (See 
page A1.)

There will be a new SAT Free 
Practice Test from 10:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 1 in the 
Orinda Library Garden Room, put on 
by the Princeton. Get realistic prac-
tice and receive personalized score 
reports and assessments of strengths 
and weaknesses. Register at www.
princetonreview.com or sign up at 
510/295-0002.

Calling All Teenage Bands! Regis-
ter Your Band Now for the second 
annual Rock Band Showcase at the 
Lafayette Community Center. The 
bands will play at 7:30 p.m. on April 
14. Register at www.abrighterday.
info

The public is invited to take a 
photo with the Easter Bunny at 3 
p.m. on Saturday, April 15 in Rheem 
Valley Shopping Center in the suite 
between Dover Saddlery & Nation’s 
Giant Hamburgers. There will be 
Easter Clowns, Easter Fairy, Balloon 
Art. Use your Rheem Valley Shop-
ping Center receipts totaling $25 or 
more go online to www.rheemval-
ley.net to print out the coupon for a 
FREE photo session with the Easter 
Bunny.

The Lamorinda Idol 2016 audi-
tions will be held on May 11-13. 
Registration is open to all Lamorinda 
students or residents. Groups can in-
clude members outside Lamorinda. 
Register at www.LamorindaArts.Org 
April 1 through 30. The Lamorinda 
Idol program includes workshops, 
multiple performance opportunities, 
parties and the Finals at the Orinda 
Theatre Sunday, Aug. 26.

OTHER

Allie’s Pals Cat Rescue presents its 
Feline Fundraiser from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on March 22 at Mangia Pizzaria 
at 975, Moraga Rd, Lafayette. www.
alliespals.org

ARF presents the 13th annual 
Business of Saving Lives conference 
for animal welfare professionals and 
volunteers from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 25 at ARF in 
Walnut Creek. This powerhouse con-
ference packs practical information 
and valuable tools into one full day 
of learning at an affordable price, to 
help attendees save more lives. Reg-
ister now to ensure a spot, tickets 
are $45. Continental breakfast and a 
vegetarian lunch are provided to all 
attendees. For registration, agenda 
information and session details, visit 
www.arfl ife.org.

March Madness is here! Present-
ing their Cinderella Team is Com-
munity Concern for Cats. See these 
champion kitties at a weekend adop-
tion event from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday, March 25 and 26, at Pet 
Food Express in Lafayette and Pleas-
ant Hill, and Petco in Walnut Creek. 
For more information, see www.
communityconcernforcats.org.

Gillian Notman, CMC with Elder-
care Services presents “Dementia: 
Understanding Behaviors and Find-
ing Solutions” from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on 
March 29 at 1808 Tice Valley Blvd. 
Walnut Creek. Tools on how to have 
conversations about need when deni-
al is present. Giving you permission 
to “stretch the truth” for dignity, safe-
ty and self-esteem. Understand the 
different types of dementia. No fee. 
Advanced registration is required. 
Call (925) 937-2018 or email Info@
EldercareAnswers.com

The Lafayette Community Foun-
dation (LCF) is accepting grant ap-
plications from local non-profi ts for 
its 2017 grant cycle. LCF invests in 
programs and projects that promote 
and enhance the civic, cultural, edu-
cational and environmental health of 
Lafayette and beyond. ALL applica-
tions must be received through the 
online application form- please go 
to the website at http://www.lafay-
ettecf.org and click on APPLY FOR 
A GRANT. Please note that the dead-
line for applying is March 31.

... continued on next page

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation

5pm New Youth Group!
We Love God, Love Others & Serve the World

 
Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off  Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 4/30/17. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Offi  ce

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org

925.376.4800

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
all are welcome

Sunday mornings, 9:30am
Sunday evenings, 5pm – beginning April 30

Easter Sunday, 9:30 & 11am
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Looking for something other than a beast 
at the movies? Check out “The Sense of 

an Ending” now playing at the Orinda The-
atre. The movie is far different from Disney’s 
mega blockbuster, live-action “Beauty and the 
Beast.”  

 “The Sense of an Ending,” from CBS Films, 
has a true independent fi lm feel and story-

line. In fact, director, Ritesh Batra (“The Lunch-
box”) recently won the “Directors to Watch” 
Award at the January Palm Springs Internation-
al Film Festival.
 This fi lm deals with a past that returns to 
haunt the present. This time, Tom Webster, por-
trayed by the exceptional actor Jim Broadbent 
(“Gangs of New York,” “Moulin Rouge!”) lives 
a quiet life working at a vintage camera store 
until one day when he receives a knock at the 
door. The past has returned to face Tom but is he 
ready to relive his college years with a tragedy 
he has suppressed since the 1960s? You may 
also remember Broadbent for the 2013 Open-
ing Night Film, “Le Weekend” at the California 
Independent Film Festival.
 Director Batra does an excellent job taking 
the audience from present day to the 1960s. The 
story, which was adapted from the 2011 Booker 
Award-winning novel by Julian Barnes, is com-
pelling and fi rst time feature fi lm screenwriter 
Nick Payne delivers a solid script in a complex 

story. One line in the movie is “I’m a great be-
liever in time’s revenge.” This is all that needs 
to be said.
 “The Sense of an Ending” is one of those 
movies that one should not reveal too much 
about and let the moviegoer enjoy the experi-
ence. It has a PG-13 rating due to adult subject 
matter, violence, some strong language and sex-
uality. The TRT (total running time) is one hour 
and 48 minutes.
Upcoming events at Lamorinda The-
atres
 1:30 p.m. April 1 — Sci-fi  Day #5: See the 
following classic Sci-fi  fl icks on the big screen 
starting with “Tobor the Great” at 1:30 p.m. 
“The Invisible Boy” follows at 4 p.m. The cult 
classic “Robot Monster” will be shown at 6:30 
p.m. Co-star Pamela Paulson will make her fi rst 
public appearance in a Q & A hosted by Derek 
Zemrak.
 Admission $10; All day Pass $20
 8 p.m. April 13 – Live Comedy at the Orin-
da Theatre featuring John DiResta: John DiR-
esta is a former New York Transit police offi cer 
turned comedian and actor. He is known for 
his fi lm work in the “Miss Congeniality” fi lms  
(2000, 2005), “How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days” 
(2003) and “15 Minutes” (2001).
 Admission: $20
 

Not to be missed Not to be missed Not to be missed
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Jim Broadbent in “The Sense of an Ending,” a fi lm based on the Booker Award-winning novel of the 

same name by Julian Barnes and to be released by CBS Films and Lionsgate                Photo provided
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Film Clips
The past returns to haunt in ‘The 
Sense of  an Ending’
By Derek Zemrak

Service Clubs Announcements

OTHER ... continued 

Jewish Gateways presents Jewish 
Gateways Passover Celebration for 
Families with Young Children from 
10:30 a.m. to noon on Sunday, April 
9 at Easton Hall, 2401 Ridge Road, 
Berkeley. Celebrate this freedom 
holiday with Passover songs, stories, 
a hands-on project and treats. Led by 
Rabbi Bridget and Isaac Zones. Cost: 
$30 per family, plus $5 per sibling 
over 5. For more info see https://
www.jewishgateways.org/families or 
call (510) 410-0622 or email rabbi-
bridget@jewishgateways.org. 

Come celebrate diversity and 
promote unity at Soul Food Lam-
orinda from 2 to 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 9 at the Intercultural Center at 
St Mary’s College. Soul Food Lam-
orinda is a free Baha’i-inspired pro-
gram that combines an audio-visual 
presentation with readings from vari-
ous faiths, philosophers and leaders, 
allowing us to refl ect on inspiring 
themes and reminding us of the one-
ness of humanity. This month’s pro-
gram, “Sense of Time” will explore 
the precious nature of time — how 
quickly it passes and how profound it 
can be when we make the most of it. 
Free and open to everyone. For more 
info: www.meetup.com/Soul-Food-
Lamorinda/.

Passover Seders at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, April 10 and 11 at 1671 
Newell Ave, Walnut Creek. Featur-
ing: delicious traditional Seder din-
ner, insights, singing, four cups of 
wine, and Hand Baked Shmurah 
Matzah. Second Seder on Tues-
day evening conducted in Russian. 
Adult: $45, Child: $30. No one will 
be turned away for lack of funds. 
Reservations required. www.jewish-
contracosta.com (925) 937-4101.

Lamorinda Arts Council (LAC) 
will host their 2nd Annual Short-
Docs Film Fest at 3 p.m. on May 7 
at the Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center. This documentary fi lm 
festival provides local fi lmmakers 
an opportunity to create new work as 
well as showcase it at a community 
screening. Entries for the Lamorinda 

ShortDocs Film Fest will be accept-
ed until April 19. The competition 
is open to anyone 5 years of age or 
older who is living, working or at-
tending school in Orinda, Lafayette 
or Moraga. Film submissions will be 
judged in one of four categories: el-
ementary school, middle school, high 
school and adult. To learn more about 
the Lamorinda ShortDocs Film Fest 
competition and to enter go to http://
www.lamorindaarts.org/shortdocs. 

Moraga Classic Car Show regis-
tration is now open to residents who 
own classic cars and would like to 
participate in the ninth annual Mor-
aga Classic Car Show, which takes 
place from 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. on 
Saturday May13, as part of the 2017 
Moraga Community Faire. The $35 
registration fee includes an entry rib-
bon, lunch for two and a commemo-
rative photo. Prizes will be awarded. 
The registration deadline is May 1, 
but space is limited to 70 cars, so reg-
ister early to secure a spot. Register 
at www.moragachamber.org/faire or, 
call Gloria at (925) 247-4473.

SENIORS

Introduction to Tai Chi for Bet-
ter Balance at 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 23 in the Orinda Library Gar-
den Room. Orinda Library welcomes 
Cynthia Black, who will show how 
to improve your balance through 
Tai Chi. Trained in Tai Chi for Bet-
ter Balance, Cynthia is certifi ed in 
Chair Chi, a form of Tai Chi prac-
ticed from a chair. This program is 
provided by Meals on Wheels and 
Senior Outreach Services of Contra 
Costa County.

Learn Cooking for One or Two: 
Breakfast & Brunch with Jaime 
Rios, Byron Park Executive Chef 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on March 29 at By-
ron Park, 1700 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek. As we all know, 
breakfast is the most important meal 
of the day. In this demonstration-style 
class, Chef Jaime will help attendees 
fi nd new inspiration with recipes that 
will transform breakfast and brunch 
routines. Space is limited; these 
classes fi ll up quickly. RSVP to La-

fayette Senior Services by Wednes-
day, March 22. For info, Seniors@
LoveLafayette.org or 284-5050.

Anne Randolph Physical Therapy 
presents the Art of Balance from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on March 22 
in the Cedar Room, Lafayette Com-
munity Center. People worried about 
falling or are at risk of falling should 
know about simple ways to improve 
balance. Learn how to gain increased 
balance and avoid the risk of falling. 
Fee per class members: No charge/ 
Non-Members: $10

Katie O’Donnell with Eldercare 
Services presents “The Elephant in 
the Room” from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on April 5 at 28 Orinda Way. A 
guide to sensitive conversations that 
must take place to promote indepen-
dence and quality of life as we age. 
She will tackle tough topics includ-
ing keeping or selling the family 
home, future health considerations 
and when it’s time to stop driving. 
No fee. Advanced registration is re-
quired. Call (925) 937-2018 or email 
Info@EldercareAnswers.com

GARDEN

The Lafayette Community Gar-
den and Outdoor Learning Center 
presents its Historical Houses pre-
sentation and tour from 1:30 to 3 
p.m. on Saturday, March 25. Learn of 
our local valley’s history through the 
chronicles of three old houses from 
the 1800’s: the Old Yellow House 
in Orinda, Rodgers Ranch in Pleas-
ant Hill, and the John Muir House in 
Martinez. To register, go to Lafay-
etteCommunityGarden.org/classes-
and-events. $5 donation appreciated.

Author Claire Splan will share tips 
and tricks you can use to make the 
most of your hours and still leave 
time for actually enjoying gardening 
at the Lafayette Garden Club’s next 
general meeting from 9:45 a.m. to 12 
noon on April 6 at the Lafayette Vet-
eran’s Building located at 3780 Mt. 
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.   Claire will 
show you how to use task-batching, 
time savers, and a month-by-month 
approach for more effi cient garden-

ing as outlined in her book “Time 
Management in the Garden.” Visitors 
are welcome! Please email Carolyn 
Poetzsch cpoetzsch@gmail.com. 

The Walnut Creek Garden Club’s 
monthly business is at 10 a.m., so-
cial time at 10:30 a.m. and program 
at 11 a.m. at the Gardens at Heather 
Farm, 1540 Marchbanks Drive, Wal-
nut Creek. The April 10 program 
is “Meander Through Springtime 
Blooms in the Ireland and England” 
by member and photographer Christa 
Buckingham. You’re invited to at-
tend and consider becoming a mem-

ber. Maureen Little: mslittle44@
gmail.com (925) 820-1476

Moraga Gardens Farm presents its 
annual sale of heirloom tomatoes, 
hybrids, peppers, eggplant, herbs and 
more in 4-inch pots selected for suc-
cess in the micro-climates of Lam-
orinda’s home gardens. 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays from 
March 25 to April 15 (closed Easter 
Sunday). 1290 Moraga Way, Moraga 
(next to Moraga Fire Station). For in-
formation call Claire Curtin 925 299 
1353.

Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

March 23:  
Mark Rosen

Adventure Club of 
Rotary

March 30:  
Carolyn Burnsed  

her experiences at Sports 
Center, NBC and KGO

www.rotarylafayette.org 
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366

We meet Friday mornings at 7:00 am 
at The Lafaye� e Park Hotel & Spa, 

Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafaye� e. 
For more info, please email us at 

lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

Dr. Jackie Steel tells all!
John Coleman, 

President CA Water Agencies, 
New Water Issues

March 31March 24

This is it. The roof is on! 
The trailer will love it. Out in the sun.

SOROPTIMIST OF 24/680

“Improving the lives of women and 
girls through programs leading to 

social and economic empowerment”

Please join us for our next meeting:

WHEN:  Wednesday 1/8/14 
     Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.  
   Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Buttercup Grill
   660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek.  

January Speaker:  
Sister Caritas Foster – “Modern Day Slavery/Trafficking”

For more information, contact:
Regina Englehart @925-876-9076 
or go to: soroptimist24-680.org

Wednesday, April 5th     
Social 5:30-6:00 p.m.     
Meeting 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Judy’s Nail Salon

625 Moraga Rd, Moraga
Mon – Sat: 10 - 7 Sun: 10 - 6 (925) 377-9997 (925) 708-3448

Shellac Gel Nails & Reg. PED $50
Regular Manicure & Pedicure $35

Full Set or Fill-in Gels $30

Weíve been a Moraga Business for 15 Years

FREE Designs or

Buffer Shinny

For any

combination Nails

& Feet service
(Please Bring Coupon

When You Visit 

Our Shop)

$5 OFF*

*min. charge $30
WE WELCOME NEW CUSTOMERS!
PLEASE CALL AND SCHEDULE  AN

APPOINTMENT.  WE WILL DO A GOOD
JOB AND PROVIDE GREAT SERVICE!
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Brioche (based on a recipe found at fi necooking.com)

(Makes 16 three-inch brioches)

You will need 3-inch diameter brioche tins/molds for this recipe. If you don’t have them, try using a large 

muffi  n tin. 

INGREDIENTS
18 ounces unbleached all-purpose fl our (approximately 3 ¼ cups, but better to weigh it.)

2.5 oz. granulated or light brown sugar (approximately 1/3 cup)

½ oz. active dry yeast (also equals 2 packets, or 4 ½ teaspoons)

1 tsp. salt (.2 ounces)

4 large eggs for dough

1 egg for egg wash plus pinch of salt

4 oz. (1/2 cup) milk

8 oz. (1 cup or 2 sticks) unsalted butter, cut into small, ½-inch cubes

DIRECTIONS
Make the dough
Place fl our, sugar, yeast and salt in the bowl of your KitchenAid or mixer. Stir with a spoon, or on slow with 

the paddle attachment. 

Switch to the dough hook and add 4 eggs and milk and start mixing on low speed. Stop occasionally to 

scrape down sides of the bowl. Continue to mix on medium speed for about 2 to 4 more minutes, or until 

the dough is fi rm. 

Next, add half of the cubed butter to the mixer. Continue to mix the dough on medium speed until butter 

begins to incorporate. Stop machine and scrape down sides with a spatula and stir any butter into the 

dough that is left on the edges. Continue to mix until fi rst half of butter is incorporated. Add remaining but-

ter and continue the process for about 4-8 more minutes or until butter is fully incorporated, scraping sides 

of bowl as necessary. When the dough is ready, you will hear it slap against the sides of the bowl. Dough 

may be very soft, but that’s okay. Don’t add extra fl our!

Letting the dough rise
Turn dough out onto a very lightly fl oured surface. Knead it just a few times and form into a ball. (You can 

do this by bringing all four sides into the center and then fl ip the dough over so the smooth side is up.) 

Transfer dough to a greased or sprayed bowl, with the smooth side up. Cover loosely with a damp cloth or 

plastic wrap and allow to rise in a warm spot in your kitchen, but not in the oven! This should take about 1 

hour.

When dough is risen to about double in volume, turn out again onto a lightly fl oured surface and form it 

into a large ball, again folding all four sides to the center and then fl ipping over to keep smooth side of ball 

on top. 

Bench-proofi ng the dough
At this point, you can decide whether to allow the dough to rise again immediately, or refrigerate over-

night, which is said to make even better brioche. If you decide to make them right away, then place dough 

back in bowl, cover with plastic wrap or a damp towel, and allow to rise to double again. This is the bench-

proofi ng stage, and will take about one hour. If you plan to refrigerate the dough, cover the bowl tightly 

with plastic wrap and refrigerate overnight. Just remember to take the dough out of the refrigerator and 

allow to warm and rise for a couple of hours before shaping. This will allow the dough to warm up and to 

bench proof (second rising),

Shaping the brioche and making the “tête” (French for “head”)
Spray the brioche tins with Pam of other cooking spray.  I have 8 brioche tins, so I make this recipe in two 

batches. 

Turn the dough out onto a lightly fl oured work surface and shape into a nice, smooth ball again. Divide 

dough into 2 equal parts. Divide each half into 8 equal smaller smooth round balls, for a total of 16 balls. 

To shape brioche and make the “tête”, use the side of your hand, leading with the long part of the pinky fi n-

ger cut 1/3 of the way into the ball, but not all the way through. You will have a larger body, with a dangling 

smaller ball attached by a narrow piece of dough.

Now you can choose either method A or B below: (see video link in 

article above)

A. Form a hole in the bigger part of the brioche and slip the smaller 

head up and through the whole. This allows the “tete” to be formed 

and to remain intact during baking.

B. Or, twist the little neck between the big and small part of the ball 

and rest the smaller ball in the on top of the center of the bigger part 

of the ball. Tuck the head down into the body just a little bit.

Carefully, place the brioche, tête squarely on top, into the prepared 

brioche tins. Cover loosely plastic wrap. Allow to rise (proof) one fi nal 

time to almost double in size, approximately 1 hour. 

Meanwhile, preheat oven to 375 degrees and make egg wash.  Brush 

the tops of the brioches with the egg wash, being careful not to let 

the egg drip over the sides and into the brioche pans. 

Bake at 375 degrees for about 15-18 minutes, or until brioches are 

dark golden-brown on tops and sides. Let brioches cool for about 10 

minutes on a wire rack before unmolding.

Repeat the shaping, rising and baking process with the second half of 

the dough, if you have only 8 brioche pans. 

I have found that these brioches store very well in an airtight contain-

er in the refrigerator for at least a week, and they can be frozen, too. 

Thaw and warm before serving, if frozen.

Sandwich generation: stuck in the middle navigating tax benefi ts for 
children and parents
March 2017

In 2012, 15 percent of middle-aged 
adults provided fi nancial support 
to both an aging parent and a child, 

according to the Pew Research Center. 
This is the sandwich generation. They 
fi nd themselves caring for their parents 
and children at the same time – and stuck 
navigating tax breaks for both.
 It doesn’t take long for fi rst-time par-
ents to learn about the responsibilities 
– and the tax benefi ts – that come with 
parenthood. For example, just by hav-
ing and supporting a kid, parents can 
exempt $4,050 per child from their tax-
able income. That dependent exemption 
would save someone in the 25 percent tax 
bracket more than $1,000.
 And when taxpayers take care of their 
aging parents, their new responsibilities 
may come with similar tax benefi ts. 
 Life gets complicated, as the sand-
wich generation knows, and taxes are no 
exception. Tax benefi ts can help taxpay-
ers take care of their parents and children, 
but the rules can be very complex.

The child and dependent care credit
 Parents raising young children may be 
able to claim the child care credit, which 
reduces parents’ taxes dollar for dollar for 
a percentage of qualifying child care ex-
penses while they work or look for work. 
More than 6.3 million taxpayers claimed 
this nonrefundable credit in 2014, and 
with a $2,100 maximum credit for two 
eligible children, it can be a valuable way 
to help offset child care expenses.
 But it also could be a way to offset the 
expenses that come with taking care of 
one’s aging parents. The credit is actually 
the child and dependent care credit – and 
for many in the sandwich generation, that 
could include one’s own parents.
 The sandwich generation may be 
paying for day care or after-school care 
for their child and paying a caregiver to 
come to their home to help take care of 
their own mother or father. The child and 
dependent care credit could help them 
with both expenses.
 Taxpayers’ expenses to care for their 

own aging parents could qualify for the 
child and dependent care credit if the par-
ents are physically or mentally incapable 
of self-care and lived with the taxpayers 
for more than half the year. Additionally, 
the taxpayers must be working or looking 
for work. 
 The parents do not need to be the tax-
payer’s dependents for this credit. They 
do not need to meet the fi ling status and 
income questions to qualify as a depen-
dent, but must otherwise be eligible to be 
claimed as a dependent. 
 The IRS has an interactive tool to help 
taxpayers determine if they can claim the 
child and dependent care credit, but if the 
situation is unclear, you should talk to a 
tax professional.

Medical expense deductions
 If taxpayers are covering medical 
costs for their parents, they may be able 
to deduct some of those expenses. The 
requirements can be diffi cult to meet 
though: the medical costs must exceed 10 

percent of the taxpayer’s adjusted gross 
income. And for this deduction, the par-
ents must qualify as dependents. 
 An IRS questionnaire can help tax-
payers determine if they can deduct their 
medical expenses. Taxpayers can also 
walk through whether or not they can 
claim their parent as a dependent in a 
separate questionnaire. 
Small changes in your and your parents’ 
circumstances can have a signifi cant im-
pact on your eligibility for tax benefi ts re-
lated to their care. It’s important not just 
for taxpayers to know about the tax re-
lief that may be available to them, but to 
know how they could qualify with some 
changes.

Pamela Marks is an Enrolled Agent for Block 
Advisors, a new tax fi rm specializing in com-
plicated taxes. Pamela has been providing 
expert tax preparation support for more than 
10 years. You can contact her at 925-284-
9940 for an appointment or at the offi ce at 
3390 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette, CA 94549.

Advertising

Thoughtful Food
This beautiful brioche is shaping up to be a great alternative to regular bread 
By Susie Iventosch

We were out for lunch about 
a month ago and right next 

door there was a tempting bakery. 
It was beckoning all during lunch, 
so after we fi nished our meal, we 
dipped into the bakery to see what 
kinds of goodies they had on hand. 
The shelves were rather bare, and 
all they had left were a few loaves 
of bread and four brioches. Okay 
then, “We’ll take four brioches, 
please!” (The “s” is silent, so singu-
lar [brioche] and plural [brioches] 
are pronounced exactly the same.)
 Since we were planning on 
burgers that night, I thought it 
would be a great idea to use these 
beautiful brioches as buns, and they 
were fantastic! It didn’t take long 
for me to decide that I should try 
making my own brioches, and have 
since made four batches.
 The dough is really quite easy 
to make and the baked brioches 
keep very well in the refrigera-
tor, but the tricky part is shaping 
them before baking. In most bri-
oche recipes, there is reference to 
the “tête,” which simply means 
“head” in French. If you’ve seen 
traditional brioches, they look like 
a two-part snowman, with a larger 
ruffl ed body and a much smaller 
round “head.” There are two pro-
cesses for shaping the brioche like 

this, and I have a video link below 
to show you the two methods. In 
both cases, you use the side of your 
hand to divide the dough into two 
unequal parts, but still connected 
by a little “neck” or thin piece. Of 
the two, I prefer the one where you 
just twist the neck a little bit and 
rest the head on top, as compared to 
making a hole in the body and slip-
ping the head through from the bot-
tom. Don’t worry, you’ll see what I 
mean after watching the video!
 Whichever method you choose, 
they ultimately end up looking 
pretty much the same. These little 
treats are delightful and just the 
perfect size for a breakfast snack 
or a dinner roll. When toasted, they 
are absolutely divine with pea-
nut butter and jam. If you should 
want to use them as burger buns, I 
would suggest making them a little 
bit larger, and making only 12 bri-
oches from this batch versus the 16 
called for in the recipe.
 Have fun and don’t be afraid. 
You, too, can be a brioche baker!
 

This brioche beckons cooks. Photo Susie Iventosch

Cooking Term of the Week
Bench Proof 
Bench proofi ng (or bench resting) refers to the 
intermediate rising where you punch the dough down 
and allow it to rest between the fi rst rising where the 
yeast grows and allows the dough to leaven, and the 
fi nal rising after you’ve shaped the dough and placed it 
in the pan to rise (proof) before baking. Bench proofi ng 
can last anywhere from 10 minutes to a couple of hours, 
depending upon what you are making.

Susie can be reached at 

suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found 

on our website: www.

lamorindaweekly.com. If 

you would like to share your 

favorite recipe with Susie 

please contact her by email or 

call our offi  ce at 

(925) 377-0977.

Here is the link to the “Shaping 
Brioche” video: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=U_yLixXub-E
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The Campolindo girls’ basket-
ball team clinched a berth in 

the D3 state championship, taking 
down No. 4 Saint Mary’s of Berke-
ley, 78-56, on March 18 in the CIF 
Northern regional title game. 
 In the win on the Cougars’ 
home fl oor in Moraga, the second-
seed got a 46-point, 20-rebound 
performance from junior Haley 
Van Dyke. Next on the docket for 
Campolindo is a trip to the Golden 
1 Center in Sacramento on March 
24 to face off against No. 1 seed 
Rosary Academy of Fullerton – 
MaxPrep’s No. 21 team in Califor-
nia. 
 For the Cougars, who shared 
DAL National Conference title 
with the Mats, the win over Saint 

Mary’s marks the latest high-water 
point for the team. 
 “As the season has progressed 
we have continued to get a lot 
tougher each week,” head coach 
Art Thoms said. “During these very 
competitive games we want to win 
the 50/50 balls. Those are rebounds 
or balls on the ground that both 
teams have a chance to secure. We 
want to win that battle.”
 The Cougars fl ew through the 
opening two rounds of NorCals, 
cruising past No. 15 Placer and No. 
7 San Marin by a combined margin 
of 44 points. During the run, Thoms 
has focused on building solidarity 
within the group – and also making 
sure the players stop to appreciate 
their achievements. 

 “We are in this together,” said 
Thoms. “Stick together during the 
tough times and enjoy the success 
not as individuals, but as a team. 
Also to continue to work hard, but 
enjoy the memories we are creat-
ing.”
 While the Cougars (27-6, 9-1 
in league) were victorious in the 
DIII NorCal regional fi nals, Mira-
monte fell in the DII title matchup. 
The Mats’ 66-65 loss to top-seeded 
Vanden in Fairfi eld brings an end 
to the team’s 30-4 season (9-1 in 
league). The game also marked the 
fourth year in a row – and the fi fth 
time in six seasons – that the Mats 
have competed in a NorCal fi nals.
 “Our message does not 
change,” head coach Kelly Sopak 

explained before the No. 2 seed 
Mats lost to Vanden. “One-game 
winning streak. That is and will al-
ways be our mantra. We also talk 
about fi ght. Fight to be our best ev-
ery day. Fight to uphold our system 
and process and most importantly 
fi ght for one another.”
 After securing the NCS DII 
crown, the Mats opened up Nor-
Cals by throttling No. 15 Whitney, 
83-40, in the opening round and 
dispatching No. 7 Elk Grove and 
No. 3 Valley Christian in the sec-
ond round and semifi nals, respec-
tively. 
 In the 69-63 win over Valley 
Christian on March 14, Clair Steele 
dropped 34 points, as the junior 
point guard sank fi ve 3-pointers. 
Along with senior wing and fellow 
captain Elle Louie, Steele was the 
Mats top standout during the post-
season push. 
 Sopak is plenty familiar with 
the pair of stars, having coached 
Steele for 11 years and Louie for 
10. The duo also helped set the tone 
for the roster at large. 
 “Quite simply the players (have 
led the way),” Sopak said. “Our 
culture is based on our system 
and our process. The players have 
bought in from day one and are 
now reaping the benefi ts of their 

hard work.”
 The Dons, who also took part in 
the DII bracket, exited in the open-
ing round on March 8. Finishing 
with a 19-11 record overall (6-4 in 
league), the No. 11 seed Dons fell 
70-41 on the road to No. 6 Modesto 
Christian. 
 “Overall, we had an amazing 
season, one to be proud of,” head 
coach Ashley Valenzuela said after 
piloting the Dons to a NorCal berth 
in her debut season in Lafayette. 
“One of our team slogans is ‘Leave 
a Legacy.’ I think we succeeded in 
doing that, our seniors have really 
left an avenue for continued suc-
cess of this program.”
 Before the NorCal loss, the 
program had advanced to the NCS 
DII semifi nals and earned the No. 
3 spot in the standings of the DAL 
National Conference. Throughout 
the season, the Dons leaned heav-
ily on their triumvirate of senior 
stars, consisting of Emma Godfrey, 
Brooke Panfi li and Roni Marroni.
 “The key to our success was 
our ability to overcome adversity,” 
Valenzuela said. “We had a tough 
season with illness and injuries 
and despite that we were still able 
to have a great run deep into play-
offs.”
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Sunday Stroke Clinics - begins March 5 (stroke specific sessions) 
April Swim Conditioning - begins April 11 (get in swim shape!) 
Summer Swim Team - begins May 2 (early  registration discounts)

 PARENT INFORMATIONAL MEETING –Thursday, March 16@6:30pm 
 ACALANES HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA OPEN TO ALL! 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!   
 

STROKE CLINICS, APRIL SWIM CONDITIONING,  
AND SUMMER SWIM TEAM 

Visit www.lmyaswim.com for more details! 

ay Stroke Clinics - begins March 5 (stroke specific se
S i C diti i b i A il 11 ( t i i h

Visit www.lmyaswim.com for more details!

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS, CONTACT:
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@acalanes.k12.ca.us

or download registra�on form at campofootball.com

DATES: July 10 thru July 21 (M – F) TIMES: 1:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FEES:  $350 (T-shirt included)

EST.                  1996

Saint Mary’s exits Big Dance following 
2nd-round loss to Arizona Wildcats
By Karl Buscheck

Since the fall of 2013, the Saint 
Mary’s Gaels have made a 

tradition of meeting the Arizona 
Wildcats for an annual preseason 
scrimmage.
 The men’s basketball program 
squared off with the Pac-12 king-
pins for three falls in a row before a 
scheduling confl ict forced the Cats 
to scratch this season’s exhibition. 
Instead, the teams had to wait un-
til the second round of the NCAA 
tournament, when Arizona toppled 
Saint Mary’s, 69-60, on March 18 
at Vivint Smart Home Arena in Salt 
Lake City.
 “These guys really knew how 
Saint Mary’s was,” Arizona head 
coach Sean Miller told The Asso-
ciated Press. “In a small way, (the 
scrimmages) really helped us to-
night.”
 The Saint Mary’s loss, which 
pushed Arizona into the regional 
semifi nals of the Big Dance, de-
nied the Gaels their fi rst trip to the 
Sweet 16 since 2010 when future 
NBA champ Matthew Dellavedova 
was just a freshman and still early 

on in the process of re-writing the 
school’s record book. 
 Ending the year with 29-5 re-
cord (16-2 West Coast Conference 
play), the Gaels actually com-
manded a 30-29 lead at the break 
and clung to a two-point advantage 
– 46-44 – nine minutes into the sec-
ond half.
 “I look at this as one of the 
great wins we’ve had in the tourna-
ment because of the team that we 
beat,” Miller said, per The AP.
 Ultimately, Saint Mary’s char-
acteristically lights-out long-range 
shooting – the team had shot 40 
percent from distance entering the 
contest – deserted the squad. While 
it was Arizona who was ice cold in 
the fi rst half (1-for-7 on 3-point-
ers), Saint Mary’s managed to hit 
just fi ve of its 21 triples (24 per-
cent) on the night. 
 6-foot-11 junior center Jock 
Landale produced his second dou-
ble-double in as many tournament 
games, totaling 19 points and 11 
rebounds. Junior forward Calvin 
Hermanson was second on the 

team with 14 points – even as he 
connected on just two of his nine 
shots from beyond the arc. 
 The Gaels advanced to their 
second-round meeting with their 
erstwhile scrimmage partner after 
dispatching the No. 10 seed Vir-
ginia Commonwealth, 85-77, on 
March 16 at Vivint Smart Home 
Arena.
 In the opening-round win, Lan-
dale, who paced Saint Mary’s in 
scoring and rebounds throughout 
the season, went for a team-high 18 
points and 13 boards.
 On a night when the Gaels 
shot 64 percent from the fi eld in 
the opening half, including a 23-6 
burst, Hermanson and senior guard 
Joe Rahon both chipped in 16 
points.
 After the frenetic start, VCU 
rallied late, cutting the defi cit to 
six points, 83-77, with 31 seconds 
left on the clock before the Gaels 
secured the win.
 “They’re hard to put away,” 
head coach Randy Bennett told 
The AP. “We’re happy to get this 
one done.”

Campo girls’ basketball grabs spot in state title game
By Karl Buscheck

Photo Gint Federas

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

Jock Landale  Photo Tod Fierner
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808
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Music Lessons

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.

Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.

Windows, Gutters, Pressure

Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large

tree removal, stump grinding

License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,

Licensed, insured & bonded 

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  

My independent insurance 

brokerage is here to serve you. 

Over 100 top carriers = great pricing

and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 

W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Insurance

$10 per 1/2”  classified ad height

Email to:  

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Music

Ragtime Music, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, and Klezmer Music for your
club or private party Single act or
band.  Eliot Kenin 800-965-1302
eliotkenin29@gmail.com

Drainage Systems

Drainage Systems, 
French Drains

925-930-8123.  CALic # 417323

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting
Hillsides, Free Estimates 

925-938-9836

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured. 
(925-285-0370) Don

Found Cat

NEAR
ORINDA
THEATER
Handsome
male long
haired gray
fluffy cat
found in
December.

Estimate 3 yrs. old and neutered. 
Michael Fender  925-788-0548

JB Fence Company
Since 1990. Horizontal fences 
our specialty. Retaining walls.
Gates. Lic. #675223 (510)339-6371

Baseball squads use preseason slate to gear up for league play
By Karl Buscheck

The Miramonte baseball team has never 
cared much about what outsiders think 

of the program. Last spring, the Mats landed 
the No. 12 seed in the NCS Division 2 play-
offs only to advance all the way to semifi nals 
where they lost to Acalanes, the eventual 
champs.
 “If you ask me who is going to win NCS, 
I’ll say that I’ll tell you the day after,” head 
coach Vince Dell’Aquila joked, as he re-
called last spring’s run.
 “That’s kind of always been my man-
tra with the kids,” Dell’Aquila explained. 
“They’re like, ‘Oh, we’re ranked this we’re 
ranked that.’ And I’ll say, ‘You know what? 
I’ll tell you what the rankings are at the end 
of the season.”
 This time around, the Mats have been 
buzzing past the competition in the early go-
ing, posting an unblemished 8-0 record in 
non-league play. 
 Miramonte boosts a deep pitching staff 
headlined by senior captains Tim Tague, 
Casey McGonigle and EJ Hodges. Hodges 
also spends time in the outfi eld for the Mats, 

who begin DAL Foothill Conference action 
by paying a visit to Las Lomas on April 18.
 “We know we’re going to get better 
as the season goes on,” Dell’Aquila said. 
“That’s the way it’s always been because we 
do the right things – give the boys a day off 
here and there – so when they get into late 
May they’re still loving it. They’re still play-
ing hard.”
 Before league play commences, the Mats 
will once again match up with Acalanes, a 
member of the Valley Conference, in Lafay-
ette on March 28. 
 “It’s always fun to play against Mira-
monte,” head coach Justin Santich-Hughes 
said. “I’m glad we were able to make that 
happen even though we are now in a league 
where we don’t play each other. Vince’s 
clubs are always well coached and prepared, 
which is good for our guys to play against 
because it forces us to have a high level of 
focus.”
 The Dons, who went 26-2 overall last 
season (12-0 in DAL) on the way to NCS 
and league titles – as well as the No. 15 rank-

ing in the state, per MaxPreps – have been 
bumped into D1.
 “We are the only team (out of all sports) 
district wide that is competing at that level,” 
Santich-Hughes explained. “With that said 
our expectations don’t change, we set out to 
win an NCS championship but the road will 
be extremely diffi cult.”
 In the quest for yet another section title, 
the Dons will lean heavily on a cavalcade of 
veterans. 
 “Josh Candau (UC Santa Barbara com-
mit) was an all-state pitcher last year who 
returns for us and we hope has a great season 
for us. Seniors Matt Burns, Will Rembac, Ty 
Ewing and Daniel Kim should lead us of-
fensively while Seniors Matt Vicencio and 
Kevin McConnell (Utah Valley Commit) 
will be great compliments to Candau along 
with Junior Brian Merken.”
 Like the Dons, the Campolindo Cougars 
are one of six members of the DAL’s Foothill 
Conference. Campolindo, who entered the 
week of March 19 with an 3-2 record, is still 
searching for its identity as a squad. 

 “The goal right now is fi guring ourselves 
out,” explained head coach Max Luckhurst. 
 After previously overseeing the Cougars’ 
program for 16 years, Luckhurst is back at the 
helm for the fi rst season of his second stint.
 “We’re very young and not very experi-
enced,” Luckhurst added. “So we’re using 
the early part of the year – and obviously the 
rain was an issue so we got a late start – but 
the goals are to get better every day and be 
able to put ourselves in a position to be able 
to compete for championship at the end of 
the year.”
 The Cougars begin league on April 18 
with a trip to Northgate, and in the interim, 
the team’s emerging hitters and pitchers will 
get the chance to earn at-bats and innings. 
 “There’s a lot of different guys who are 
getting opportunities to play and trying to 
fi gure out roles and who’s able to step up in 
certain positions,” Luckhurst said. “By the 
time we start league, hopefully we’re a little 
bit further along and putting ourselves in a 
good position to be able to compete after the 
24 games.”

Campolindo, Miramonte boys’ hoops teams bow out of  NorCals
By Karl Buscheck 

Following Campolindo’s near upset of 
the favored Vista del Lago in the second 

round of the CIF State Boys Regional Cham-
pionship, the Cougars were left to wonder 
what could have been.
 Playing in Folsom at the home gym of the 
No. 2 seed Eagles, the seventh-seeded Cougars 
carried a 57-45 advantage into the fi nal stanza 
on March 11 before falling in overtime, 70-66. 
The late loss put Campolindo in an ambivalent 
state following their NorCal exit. 
 When asked if the lost opportunity 
against the highly rated opponent had the 
Cougars feeling encouraged or extra frus-
trated, head coach Steven Dyer said, “Prob-

ably some of both. 
 “It’s a game that our guys expected to win 
and we felt like we played well enough to win 
it,” Dyer added. “But we did not play a great 
fourth quarter and that kind of led us to not 
winning that game.”
 Campolindo fi nished the year 20-11 over-
all and 7-3 in league play, which was good for 
a second-place tie in the Foothill division of 
the DAL. 
 “We defi nitely represented ourselves pret-
ty well going up to a school that was a No. 2 
seed and a very good basketball team,” Dyer 
said. “It was probably the tallest team we’d 
seen all year.” 
 Campolindo advanced to the second 
round of the competition after handling the 
No. 10 seed Sanger, 58-53, in Moraga on 
March 8. 
 “Ultimately, we look back on it (and 
think), ‘Yeah, we’re pretty pleased with how 
we did, but not satisfi ed because we feel like 
we could have won,’” Dyer said.
 After the overtime buzzer sounded fol-
lowing the Campolindo’s second-round de-
feat, Dyer gathered his team to thank the vet-
erans and inspire the young Cougars. 
 “It’s tough because this is the last time this 
team will ever play together,” Dyer said. “But 
mainly I was just thanking the seniors for all 
contributions this year because they won’t be 
playing with us anymore. Also, I was encour-
aging the younger guys that there’s more (to 
come) and telling them to remember this feel-
ing and hopefully we can get past this round 

in coming years.”
 Dyer highlighted the play of Lev Garcia 
– one of the team’s departing seniors – junior 
guard Trevin Kroichick and the other three 
members of the starting fi ve. 
 “In terms of impact for the season, (fresh-
man) Hunter Clarke, (senior) Chris Wright 
and (junior) Will Cummins were, from Day 1 
to the end, probably our three most consistent 
guys throughout the year from a production 
standpoint.”
 Clarke is one of two Cougar freshman – 
along with Carter Mahaney – who promises 
to be a building block for years. In the loss 
to Vista del Lago, Clarke and Mahaney were 
Campolindo’s two leading scorers. 
 “We knew these guys were very talented 
coming in, and Hunter from Day 1 has really 
been a high-level player,” Dyer said. “And I 
think Carter, the light kind of turned on about 
halfway through the season.”
 “The sky’s the limit for those guys as long 
as they keep working hard,” Dyer added. “So 
I’m really looking forward to their progres-
sion in the offseason here heading into their 
sophomore year.”
 Like the Cougars, Miramonte played in 
the Division 3 NorCal postseason, landing the 
No. 11 seed in the bracket. To cap head coach 
Wayne Hunter’s fi rst season with the program, 
Miramonte fell in the opening round, 63-57, to 
six seed Monterey on March 8. 
 “It was huge for us,” Hunter said of the 
NorCal appearance after only taking over in 
October. “I talk about the circumstances, the 

late start, not being able to build in the spring.
 “I thought my boys competed and they 
gave it their all,” Hunter said. “And, obvi-
ously, they were just couple of plays short of 
winning a few more games, but just making 
it to the playoffs in general, that is a huge ac-
complishment.”
 The Mats, (16-13, 5-5), will lose senior 
captain Charlie Hocking among others, but 
Hunter believes a culture has been established 
which will ensure future success. 
 “I want to highlight my returners,” Hunt-
er said. “So I want to highlight (junior wing) 
Nikhil Shastri and (sophomore point guard) 
Jayson Fernbacher.”

Lev Garcia Photo Gint Federas Charlie Hocking 
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Lafayette 5th graders win next level 
flag football championship
Submitted by Flavia Trento

Burton Valley Elementary 5th 
Grade Boise State Broncos 

won the Next Level Fifth Grade 
Flag Football Championship. The 

championship game was played at 
De La Salle High School on Sun-
day, March 12.   

From left, Will Jones, Aidan Scheg, Marshall Anderson, Patrick Floyd, Calvin Kotarba, Or-

lando Sanchez, Paulo Trento, Joey Floyd, Walker Smith, Sava Pouridis and  Ian Bellanca. In 

the back sis tudent head coach Erique Ross. Not pictured are Noah Janinda and Jack Park.

Santa Maria’s 4th grade American team, the Warriors, clinched the Oak-
land Diocese Champion title besting an undefeated St. Perpetua team.

Santa Maria 4th grade basketball 
team wins Diocese championship
Submitted by Stephanie Barmmer

From left: coach Jessica Smith,  J. Smith, L. LaVelle, E. Crinks, M. Thorpe, J. Quinn-Fergu-

son, S. Chinn, G. Dutto, K. Barmmer, A. Ryan, A. Hogan and coach Brian Chinn.  Front with 

pennant B. Smith

St. Monica’s 4th grade boys are 
Oakland Diocese Champions
Submitted by Shawn Clancy

Back row from left,  coaches Shawn Clancy, Mark Robeson, Eric Van Olst; middle row 

from left, Kai Van Olst, Max Robeson, Cooper Chang, Anthony Sanguinetti; front row 

from left, Joe Revelos, Blaise Clancy, Luke Bonardi, Gaetan Avicolli, Gian Maguire

The St. Monica’s fourth grade 
basketball team defeated All 

Saints 30-29 in the championship 
game to become the Oakland Dio-

cese American Champions. To reach 
the fi nal game, the boys defeated St. 
Bede 34-32 in the semifi nals, after re-
ceiving a fi rst round bye.

Lamorinda Arsenal 3rd-grade girls win at indoor soccer
Submitted by Christian Reed

Back Row from left, Addie Wen, 

Stella Pacheco, Tori Gilbert, 

coach Christian Reed, Libby 

Wong, Hannah Lehrman, Wen 

Hui Alford; front row from left, 

Violet Ludwig, Caitlin Williams, 

Maya Reed, Stella McLeod, 

Riley Coleman (not pictured: 

Lily Coane)

Team Arsenal beat the Shoot-
ing Stars 8-6 on Sun., March 
12th. Arsenal has won three 
straight Lamorinda girls in-
door soccer championships.

St. Perpetua 6th grade is diocese basketball champions
Submitted by Rob Mascheroni

Back row, from left, assistant coach 

Dave Gannon, assistant coach 

Hunter Davis, head coach Rob 

O’Reilly, Shane O’Reilly, Jake Davis, 

Jack Bayless, Billy Haggerty, Bennett 

Dodge, Robbie Mascheroni; front 

row, from left, Dylan Breznikar, Coco 

Gannon, Theo Stoll, Eli Brett.

The St. Perpetua sixth grade 
boys basketball team won the 
championship for the third 
consecutive year.

10 California Magic Soccer Players are NCS Champions
Submitted by Greg Davis

California Magic boys players 
were well represented in recent 

league and NCS championships for 

Acalanes High School (Division 
2) and Berkeley High School (Di-
vision 1).  Acalanes High School 

Boys Soccer fi nished the season 
with an impressive 20-2-4 record 
and as DAL-Foothill league cham-
pions. In NCS post season play, 
Acalanes won the Division 2 cham-
pionship game 1-0 in double over-
time against a tough Montgomery 
rival after winning games against 
Casa Grande, Campolindo and 
Richmond High Schools. Califor-
nia Magic Players on the Acalanes 
High School team roster include 
Bryan Bamford, Luke Denham, 
Oliver Feigin, Zach Flagg, Shukoor 
Haji, Mason Larrick and Alex Top-
ping. The other California Magic 
NCS Champion players from the 
Berkeley High School squad in-
clude Andres Baldwin, Yohannes 
Kolanji and Jason Vilchez.

Back Row from left,  Zach Flagg, Oliver Feigin, Shukoor Haji, Bryan Bam-

ford, Mason Larrick; front row, from left:, Luke Denham, Alex Topping.

Santiago Sirios 
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Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.
• Comprehensive Vision Testing 
• Eye Disease Diagnosis 
• Specialty Contact Lens Care 
• Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A
Moraga    •    (925) 376-2020

O P T O M E T R Y

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

New hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services
Notary Services

Postal Services
Business Services
Live Scan 

Fingerprinting 

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C

Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Studio E
Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes.  Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga
(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

Si Si Caffé

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

925-377-1908

Terry Wolff Stratton

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076

HAIR STYLIST

SHOP MORAGA

R

925.376.7222
508 Center Street, Moraga 
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Lip Wax w/
Brow Wax

* new clients only

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California 

Brake, Lamp &  
Smog Station

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

(Rheem center-across from
the  Post Office)

OFFI
CIAL

LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

BRAKE
ADJUSTING
STATION

OFFI
CIAL

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation

• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

(925) 330-3999

RCFE LIC # 075601205 / 075601509

M E R Y L ’ S
S K I N C A R E

waxing, facials, etc.
910 Country Club Dr
Moraga, Ca 94556

(Behind Si Si Caffee)
925.212.2262

20% OFF
New Clients Only

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga. Located on 

Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

THE 
MORAGA 
BARBER SHOP

925-247-1101 • 1431 Moraga Way

Hours: Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-7, 
Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday

Moraga, where parking is always free!

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience

Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC
Specializing in complex tax

situations for individuals and
small businesses.

www.HallofTaxes.com • peggy@halloftaxes.com

$50 off for new clients

Moraga 
(925) 388-1040

� celebrating �

45YEARS

Summer Horse Camps
Private Riding Site in Moraga

Complete Horsemanship 
Programs for Riders of All Levels

roughingit.com/horse   
925.283.3795

Personalized Yoga for Health Issues 
and Stress Relief

Contact Info for Private appt. 510-910-0856

• Serving Lamorinda Residents

• 18 years as a Kaiser Instructor

• Expertise in Joint and back 
   pain, Prenatal and 
   Postpartum

• Daytimes and some evenings available              

A Moraga resident

Exterior & Interior Painting
Deck Refinishing     Dry Rot Repair

Many Happy & Repeat Customers 
in Lamorinda & The East Bay

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Local Moraga Resident
California Contractor License 456414

Fully insured

See our reviews on Yelp, Nextdoor, Houzz.com
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian ...read on page D16

Driving or walking around Lamorinda in 
the weeks leading up to the fi rst full day 
of spring has felt almost like stepping into 

a fl oral shop. Th e landscape is bursting with colors 
— the pinks, purples, whites and yellows of fl owers 
blooming and the vivid greenery all around bold-
ly announce that spring has fi nally arrived, despite 

this week’s spring showers.
 And aft er the rainy winter we’ve experienced, 
it couldn’t come soon enough for most of us. But 
don’t wait too long to enjoy all this beauty because, 
as Ken Murakami of the Moraga Garden Center 
noted, most of the blooms will be gone before we 
know it and soon the leaves will be sprouting.  

 Th ere are many trees producing fl owers; many 
began blooming last month and some may either 
continue into or start in the coming months. Some 
of the more popular trees around Lamorinda ap-
pear to be non-fruit bearing fl owering fruit trees, in-
cluding fl owering plum, cherry, apricot, crab apple 
and combinations — or hybrids — of these plants. 
According to Murakami, the time of blooming de-
pends on the variety, although “most will bloom be-
tween February and May. Flowering plums bloom 
earlier than cherries, apricots earlier than plums.”
 Murakami assures that it’s not too late to plant 
trees that will fl ower this spring. And if the blos-
soms are already gone, planting them this year will 
produce beautiful fl owers next spring. Th e website, 
www.fast-growing-trees.com, indicates some other 
fl owering trees that would do well in our area in-
clude crape myrtles, mimosas and dogwoods.
 And then, of course, there are the magnolias, 
prized for their beautiful fl owers, or, as noted by 
the San Francisco Botanical Garden, “…the most 
magnifi cent fl owering woody plants for temperate 
gardens…” With more than 200 species, magnolias 
produce fragrant fl owers that are white, pink, red, 
purple or yellow. 
 Th ese trees, native to Asia and Central and 
South America, grow very well in our area, said Mi-
chelle Krasowski, a Contra Costa County librarian 
and former docent at the San Francisco Botanical 
Garden. She reported that the main blooming time 
for the Asian magnolias is just about over while 
those from the Americas bloom later in the spring 
and early summer.
 ... continued on page D4

Lamorinda trees are bursting with color
By Diane Claytor

Flowers of a magnifi cent magnolia tree in a Lafayett e back yard Photo Andy Scheck
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETT E 
MORA GA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
7
4
4

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $680,000
 $375,000
 $533,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $2,590,000
 $1,300,000
 $2,700,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published fi ve to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETT E
3079 Camino Diablo, $680,000, 2 Bdrms, 1253 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 2-15-17; 
 Previous Sale: $430,000, 06-17-08
3356 Kincheloe Court, $2,590,000, 5 Bdrms, 4173 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 2-17-17; 
 Previous Sale: $115,000, 05-14-71
3478 Monroe Avenue, $1,475,000, 2 Bdrms, 968 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 2-24-17; 
 Previous Sale: $790,000, 10-05-15
14 Moss Lane, $880,000, 2 Bdrms, 1442 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 2-17-17; 
 Previous Sale: $500,000, 06-15-11
1088 Sierra Vista Way, $915,000, 4 Bdrms, 1468 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 2-16-17
569 Silverado Drive, $1,225,000, 3 Bdrms, 1694 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 2-23-17; 
 Previous Sale: $93,000,   -  -  
704 Wee Donegal, $835,000, 3 Bdrms, 2284 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 2-22-17
MORA GA
2067 Ascot Drive #242, $375,000, 1 Bdrms, 790 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 2-24-17; 
 Previous Sale: $110,000, 05-04-00
780 Country Club Drive, $965,000, 4 Bdrms, 2390 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 2-15-17
140 Draeger Drive, $1,110,000, 3 Bdrms, 1782 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 2-24-17; 
 Previous Sale: $800,000, 02-20-13
1753 Spyglass Lane, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 2-24-17; 
 Previous Sale: $850,000, 03-29-12
ORINDA
55 Ardilla Road, $2,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 3508 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 2-15-17; 
 Previous Sale: $395,000, 09-19-95
73 Brookwood Road #36, $533,000, 2 Bdrms, 882 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 2-16-17; 
 Previous Sale: $260,000, 08-22-01
257 Orchard Road, $1,057,000, 2 Bdrms, 1251 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 2-24-17
92 Southwood Drive, $2,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 3655 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 2-17-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 05-24-12

925.254.1212 
TheBeaubelleGroup.com 

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 

Off the charts charming! Located on a large corner lot,  
approximately one-third-of-an-acre, this adorable two 

bedroom, one bath home offers hardwood floors, vaulted 
wood beamed ceiling, large windows, enclosed porch, 

brick accents, formal dining room, updated bathroom, a 
country kitchen that overlooks the backyard and an     

attached garage with storage.  
The ideal location is within walking distance to trails, park, 

schools and Lafayette’s booming downtown district.  
Commute and freeway access is convenient as is the  

court location.   
Offered at $1,100,000 

LAFAYETTE - COMING SOON 

Drainage Systems

925-944-5263
drainagepros.com

A+ rated

• Standing Water Problems 
Eliminated

• Sump Pump Service, Repairs 
& Replacement

• Drainage Inspections & Reports
• Retaining Walls
• Grading

Lic. #

512288



925.818.8000
License #: 01130308

KURT PIPER

925.216.7583
License #: 01919680

SCOTT SANS

415.990.4929
License #: 01296053 

LESLIE PIPER

845.798.2077
License #: 01959571

DASHA SIENITSKY

925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com

KurtPiperGroup.com

Exquisite European Manor

1982 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette
Home completed 2001 | Main house is 4000± sq. ft. | 4 Bedrooms and 4.5 Bathrooms | Guest house is 750+ sq. ft. | 1.12± acre lot 

3-car garage is 770± sq. ft. | James Clardy - Architect | John Buestad Construction | Engineered By The Buller Group 

Offered at $3,300,000
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Lamorinda is bursting with color
... continued from page D1

 One of the most incredible magnolias around has 
to be the Soulangeana, or tulip magnolia, majestical-
ly towering in the backyard of Pat Doughty’s Lafayett e 
home. “Th e tree was large and amazing when I moved in 
35 years ago,” she said. “It just keeps on gett ing bett er.” 
Two weeks ago, it was covered in beautiful and fragrant 
goblet-shaped pink fl owers; by now, the delicate fl ower 
petals have faded to white and are covering the ground, 
replaced by green leaves that will provide shady spots 
for Doughty to enjoy all summer. 

 Doughty insists she’s not a gardener. “Anything I 
grow has to thrive on neglect,” she said laughingly. She 
happily has a great arborist, who’s “the only one I let 
touch this tree.” Murakami said that young magnolias, 
like other immature plants, need “prett y religious water-
ing and mulching.” But as these trees age, they do become 
more self-suffi  cient and are moderately drought tolerant.  
 For Doughty, who planted two more magnolias so 
“I’ll still have something to enjoy in case anything ever 
happens to this grand old tree,” her magnolia is a way to 

celebrate springtime and entertain casually. Every year 
she invites friends and neighbors over for an informal af-
ternoon to enjoy each other’s company and share in the 
tree’s beauty. “Everyone takes home cutt ings from the 
tree so they can make their own fl oral arrangements,” 
Doughty said. “Everyone typically leaves with a vase of 
buds, which in a day or two will open in a very dramatic 
way,” allowing for some beautiful and creative fl oral cen-
terpieces gracing her friends’ homes. 
 ... continued on page D6

Pat Doughty's mognolia tree Photo Andy Scheck



NEW LISTING | 176 CAMINO DON MIGUEL, ORINDA | 5TH FAIRWAY VIEWS |$2,350,000

Office:  925-254-8585    ct@clarkthompson.com     
www.clarkthompson.com      

                 

 

CALBRE# 00903367 

 20 Whitfield Court, Pleasant Hill 

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4  

 
1168 GLEN ROAD, LAFAYETTE | 4 BEDS   |   3 BATHS      

| 2627 SQ. FT.   |   .49 ACRE  | $1,695,000    

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4 

260 CAMINO SOBRANTE , ORINDA| 3 BEDS   |   3 BATHS    
| 1694 SQ. FT.   |   .46 ACRE  | $1,145,000   
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925.998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License #: 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Offered at $1,900,000 | 1PaseoLinares.com

1 Paseo Linares, Moraga
Sprawling 1-level Southwestern style home on large level .62± acre 
lot. Beautiful open kitchen/family room, formal living and dining 
rooms, and separate guest wing with a game room and hobby 
room. 5 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, 4930± sq.ft., 3-car garage, tile 
roof, huge yard with pool/ spa, paver patio, lawn, garden area, 
greenhouse and outdoor pavillion with kitchen and .5 bathroom.

  SOLD IN 3 DAYS!

Lamorinda is bursting with color
... continued from page D4

 While most people won’t have the 
opportunity to delight in the beauty of 
Doughty’s regal magnolia tree, a trip to 
San Francisco’s Botanical Gardens will 
satisfy anyone’s desire to view the tree’s 
magnifi cence. Krasowski, the former do-
cent, reports that the Gardens, with more 
than 200 elegant trees and over 40 diff er-
ent species, has the fourth largest collec-
tion of magnolias for conservation in the 
world. “It’s the largest collection outside 
of Asia.” 
 Unfortunately, the time for view-
ing these incredible plants is almost over. 
Th e Gardens’ website notes that “the fi -
nal major wave of Magnifi cent Magnolia 
blooms” will only last for another week 
or two. “It’s a fantastic exhibit and I real-
ly encourage people to see it before it’s all 
over,” Kraswoski said. And if you want to 
stay closer to home, Murakami notes that 
Oakland’s Mosswood Park also has some 
magnifi cent old magnolias.



©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Offi ce is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affi liated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are 

independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

A Jewel With a Pool  
in Rheem Valley Manor

JUST LISTED: 370  Donald Drive, Moraga

Luxe Meets Campo.
A Remodeled Gem.

MICHELLE AND WENDY HOLCENBERG PRESENT:

JUST LISTED: 3983 Paseo Grande, Moraga

Michelle Holcenberg
Wendy Holcenberg
(925) 324-0405 

michelle@holcenberg.com

www.holcenberg.com

License #01373412

License #00637795

Where to start really? The house, completely remodeled in 

2012 with expanded, high-end kitchen/great room. The yard 

with large patio, flat lawn, Mt. Diablo Views, fire pit, hot tub and 

gas grill hook up. The ultra-modern detached studio.  

 

Single-story 3 bed, 2 bath plus studio set in Campolindo with 

top schools, Cabana Club and easy access to freeway,  

shopping and restaurants. What more do you need? 

More information at: www.3983PaseoGrande.com

Open 3/26 1-4pm.

Bedrooms Bathrooms Price

3+ 2 $1,195,000



Feng Shui

Enhance your home’s entrance for good fortune
By Michele Duffy

Why is the home’s front entrance so, 
well, front and center in Feng Shui?

 Here are some clues to divining the 
mystery of this all-important area and to 
critically review, enhance and improve vi-
brant and nourishing Feng Shui to be at-
tracted to your home. Our external world 
is full of uncertainty and Feng Shui con-
tinues to off er an elegant, nature-infused, 
time-tested design approach for enhancing 
what we do have control over: our personal 
environments. 
 Th e front entrance of our homes es-
tablish fi rst impressions and the fi rst sub-
liminal messages about you, your home,and 
the quality of life you live at that home. Th e 
repetitive subliminal messages of our front 
entrances reinforce either an uplift ing or 
draining energy. Th e design system of Feng 
Shui stems from the ancient philosophy of 
the Tao, meaning everything is intercon-
nected, so that naturally, our living spaces 
especially infl uence us far more than west-
erners may realize. 
 Th e front entrance is so vitally im-
portant in Feng Shui because this is the 
main portal for the qualitities of energy that 
enter and nourish home. Oft en called “the 
mouth of chi” or the “threshold of good for-
tune,” the front entrance is the entry point 
for the strong, healthy life force chi needed 
to nurture an entire living space. It’s akin to 
mindfully allowing clean, healthy and nour-
ishing food into our mouths so our whole 
body benefi ts. If we eat junk food we also 
suff er the immediate negative lack of energy 
plus longterm consequences.
 Choose consciously to create a warm, 
welcoming, well- lit, fragrant, colorful and 
tidy front entrance to your home. Review 
your current entrance to note the obvious 
and subliminal messages you see. Is success, 
prosperity, and happiness refl ected or is 
there a degree of lack, laziness, draining, sad 
or neglect?  ... continued on page D12Th is Moraga residence has strong fr ont entrance Feng Shui with lush greenery and chi-att racting and protective red fr ont doors.



Can You Do Better with Mark or a Big Bank?
With Interest Rates Having Gone Up Now Is The Time To

See If  Mark Can Find A Better Mortgage For You!!

Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 | NMLS License #248181 | 
Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP
Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs! 

MZ Financial Group handles financing needs up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today for a discussion
about your specific situation!

Hidden Valley Treasure
16 Diablo Circle, Lafayette

Beautifully remodeled 3BD/2BA traditional ranch home in the heart of
Hidden Valley. With 1,730+/- sq.ft., this home lives large with a
stunning eat-in kitchen that opens to a great room and separate dining
room overlooking the back yard. Situated on a .24+/- acre flat lot, this
lovely oasis enjoys a nice grass area, saltwater pool, spa and large
patio for entertaining. Coveted location with easy commute access close
to both the reservoir and town.

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336  |  Kristi Ives 925.788.8345
www.BrydonIvesTeam.com
BrydonIvesTeam@apr.com

16DiabloCircle.com        |       Offered at $1,325,000

OPEN SAT. &
 SUN. 1-4PM



www.mollyslist.com 

® 

415.309.1085    
 mol ly@mol lys l i s t .com  

Li cense# 01498053 

2016 SOLD 

Orinda 
Represented Seller  

Orinda 
Represented Seller  

Orinda 
Represented Buyer  

Orinda 
Represented Buyer  

Lafayette 
Represented Seller  

Lafayette 
Represented Seller 

Moraga 
Represented Buyer  

Moraga 
Represented Buyer  

Walnut Creek 
Represented Buyer  

Walnut Creek 
Represented Seller  

Walnut Creek 
Represented Seller  

Walnut Creek 
Represented Seller & Buyer 

Walnut Creek 
Represented Seller  

Danville 
Represented Seller  

Martinez 
Represented Buyer  

El Sobrante 
Represented Seller  

93 Moraga Way, Orinda,  CA 
All informa�on herein deemed  

reliable but not guaranteed. 



® 

415.309.1085    
 mol ly@mol lys l i s t .com  

Li cense# 01498053 
93 Moraga Way, Orinda,  CA 
All informa�on herein deemed 

reliable but not guaranteed. 

 ™

Pleasant Hill 
Represented Seller  

Pleasant Hill 
Represented Seller  

Pleasant Hill 
Represented Seller  

Pleasant Hill 
Represented Seller  

Orinda 
Represented Buyer 

Orinda 
Represented Buyer 

2017 SOLD 
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Feng Shui

Enhance your home’s entrance  ... continued from page D8

Feng Shui asks us to set a positive intention every time we enter our house so we feel the 
most welcome in our own homes. Our homes refl ect us best when they welcome our-
selves, others, new opportunites and positive vibes into our open arms with as grand an 
entrance as possible. Why? If we personally are fi rst greeted with fragrant trees and fl ow-
ers, soft  fl owing water, and perhaps a windchime tinkling gently we immediately feel 
uplift ed and full of ease. Our visitors and opportunities are best treated generously with 
an experience of harmony, abundance and beauty as they also approach our homes. 
 Feng Shui asks us to pay more att ention to our front entrance, home and prop-
erty to att ract positive results. So what are the subliminal messages of a clutt ered front 
stoop or debris in the front yard or items that ought to disposed of but are still in plain 
sight?  Clutt er stops energy fl ow and creates blockages, overwhelm, and create stress 
and feelings of being stuck. Unfi nished projects also deplete and drain your energy, 
things undone weighing heavily upon us so we feel stuck.  Look around your front 
yard and entrance and notice if there garbage bins, withering plants, overgrown shrubs, 
clutt ered pathways, chipping paint, a rundown roof or abandoned childrens toys. Is the 
front door clearly visible from the front street? Does the front door need a coat of paint, 
does it stick, is the door frame well maintained so you feel safe with a front door made of 
glass? Does your front entrance face a T-intersection or a dead end? Is there a electrical 
tower facing your front door or some other large sharp structure? Is there a tree directly 
in front of your front door?  Do you experience frustration, fatigue and overwhelming 
feelings before you even open the door of your home?  Would your visitors project hap-
py thoughts onto you on the way to ringing your front doorbell?   
 Since Feng Shui is based on the law of att raction and interconnectivity, what 
might you att ract towards your home if your front entrance is diffi  cult to locate, blocked, 
messy or chaotic?

 As you preveiw your front yard by gazing upon the front entrance, here’s a check-
list to help you prioritize and purge the negative to att ract auspiciousness to your home 
and own the front entrance energy fl owing towards your home.
• Start with bagging up and disposing any debris in yard;
• Place toys and other items in the garage (organize the garage for needed 
 additional storage);
• Trim back plants that encrouch on pathway to door; 
• Remove all cactuses; 
• Add a fresh coat of red, black or dark green paint for front door;
• Oil stuck joints of creaking doors;
• Repair/replace rusting door jambs;
• Update with fresh house numbers that are clearly visible to all;
• Flank front entrance door with sized-to-scale pott ed Nandina 
 evergreens or red fl owers;
• Ensure you have working and clean front entrance lighting;
• Place a colorful, cheery silk or real seasonal round wreath on your front door;
• Broom cobwebs away from entranceway;
• Add a fresh, new and stylish welcome mat;
• Add a bubbling, to-scale water fountain to right of front door;
• Place a grounding statute for stability in the home;
• Soft en straight walkways to front door with colorful pott ed plants 
 that ease rushing chi;
• Actually use front door daily to continually bring healthy chi into home.
 ... continued on page D14

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Offi ce is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affi liated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not 
employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Stunning & Fabulous MCC Home!!
Traditional 4 bedroom 2.5 bath 
Sequoyah Model of 3424 sq.ft. 
nestled on secluded court with 
panoramic views!! Floor plan is 
light, bright, open & airy!! Updating 
& Upgrading Galore!! Gorgeous 
Gourmet Chef’s kitchen! Main 
level also consists of huge family, 
dining & living rooms with gleaming 
hardwood fl oors. Separate Master 
Bedroom Wing & more amenities.

Open House Sunday 3/26 1-5 pm.

Scott Winburne
Associate Broker

Coldwell Banker
2 Theatre Square, Ste. 117, 
Orinda

Direct line: 253-6341  
Cell: 200-5103  

CalBRE#00466182



BERKELEY
510.542.2600

DANVILLE
925.838.9700

LAFAYETTE
925.283.7866

MONTCLAIR/OAKLAND
510.339.4000

Giving Dreams an Address    

Village Associates is Pleased to Welcome 
John Nash as their Newest Associate. 

Village Associates is pleased to announce 

that John Nash has joined our fi rm. John 

was raised in Orinda and graduated 

from Miramonte High School. He played 

water polo at Miramonte and Santa Clara 

University before completing his masters 

in Sports Management at USF. 

After a stint working in the start-up scene 

in Silicon Valley, John returned to the 

Lamorinda area with his wife, Jenna, and 

obtained his real estate license. 

He spent the last year working as a licensed assistant to Tara Rochlin, 

Molly Smith and Margaret Zucker at Village Associates. If you are 

looking to buy or sell a home, John brings superior client service as well 

as extensive local market knowledge to the Lamorinda Area.

John Nash
Village Associates Real Estate

925.330.9474

johnbnash@gmail.com
CalBRE License # 01995244

LAMORINDA SALES WITHIN THE LAST 30 DAYS
9 HOMES SOLD IN ORINDA | THE AVERAGE SALES PRICE IS $1,320,000

13 HOMES SOLD IN LAFAYETTE | THE AVERAGE SALES PRICE IS $1,385,000
10 HOMES SOLD IN MORAGA | THE AVERAGE SALES PRICE IS $1,312,500

With so many real estate agents looking for your business, how can you find 
the best? Look for the agents who hold the Certified Residential Specialist® 
designation! The CRS Designation, signifies that the agent has the training, 

commitment and expertise you need to get the job done right. CRS Designees 
are among the most successful REALTORS® in residential real estate. So if you 

want your next transaction to be a success, choose a CRS.

SPRING IS HERE
and the market is heating up!

Manzone Team 
Leslie & Michele Manzone, CRS
925.388.6056 | 925.222.5512
manzoneteam@gmail.com

manzoneteam.com

License #: 01120753 | 01028002

Manzone Team 
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 Try to tackle a few things on this list each day or each week and be mindful to 
put a “love my home” intention into your tasks so what’s created is a positive thread 
you can, from that day forward, weave into the layers of what home means to you. 
As you create more fl ow and greater ease be mindful of the profound shift s that 
abundant healthy energy invites towards your home. As you tidy up just enjoy the 
process of an intentional orchestration of all that is positive into your home and life 
and be grateful for all that you have created. 
 Next month I will give tips on the “heavenly gate” of your home, the next 
logical place to spruce up, the foyer, and help you create that “wow” moment once 
inside your home.
 Please feel free to reach out to me if you want an extra pair of hands or eyes to 
energize, uplift , and renew your property or living space.

Feng Shui
Enhance your home’s 
entrance
... continued from page D12

Th e fr ont entrance is fl anked by life force pott ed plants which mark the entrance at this Lafayett e home 

Thanks for helping!

We want to bring you local news, 
interesting stories and local advertising.
Please patronize and keep on telling 
our advertisers to support this paper. 
Encourage others to give it a try.

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

925-377-0977
www.lamorindaweekly.com

“Hi Wendy, my new ad looked great. 
What a response!”

Jim Colhoun, Relocation and Home Marketing 
Specialist Alain Pinel Realtors

“Th anks so very much for your help in making our 
Shakespeare Summer Conservatories a big hit!”

Janet Magleby, Cal Shakes , 
Director of Marketing & Communications



   Wed.,  March 22, 2017                 OUR HOMES                     Pag  e:    D15

DAVID PIERCE
Helping Lamorinda Homeowners Since 1987
Direct:  925 254 5984
david.pierce@sothebysrealty.com
www.DavidPierce.net
CalBRE #00964185

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

laura@lauraabrams.com
www.lauraabrams.com
510-697-3225
CALBRE#01272382

Laura Abrams

18 Juniper Drive,
Lafayette

Sold
www.18juniperdrive.com

16 Valley View Lane, Orinda - Exquisite Remodel on 1.5 acres,
4,400 Square feet, 5 bedrooms, 3 baths. Offered at $2,785,000  

www.16valleyviewln.com

25 Rustic Way, Orinda - Amazing Glorietta Retreat on 8 acres,
8,514 Square feet, 6 bedrooms, 5 baths. Offered at $4,250,000  

www.25rusticway.com

95 Hampton Road, Briones - Charming Cape Cod on 5 acres, 
2,900 Square feet, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, four stall barn, arena.

Offered at $1,675,000  
www.95hamptonrd.com

Michele Duff y, BTB M.F.S. is an Orinda resident who, since 1999, enjoys creating “Space 
as Medicine” Feng Shui one space at a time, as well as hiking 
in nature, cooking, and spending time with her family; 
Canyon Ranch Feng Shui Master, 
International Feng Shui Guild 
(IFSG) Red Ribbon Professional.  
To schedule a professional 2015 
Feng Shui Consultation, contact 
Michele at (520) 647-4887 or 
send an email to spaceharmony@
gmail.com.
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"Gratitude"

REAR LEFT

Wood

Blues, purple & reds

HEALTH & FAMILY

"Strength"
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KNOWLEDGE &

SELF CULTIVATION

"Stillness"
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Black, blues & greens
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REPUTATION

"Integrity"
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CENTER

"Earth"
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"Depth"
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Water

Black & dark tones

LOVE & MARRIAGE
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REAR RIGHT
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"Joy"
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"Synchronicity"
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Th e Bagua Map: Front Door
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Digging Deep   

Catch Flower Fever this month  
By Cynthia Brian
“Blossom by blossom the spring begins.” — AC Shinburne

It took exactly one full day of warm sunshine a week before 
the vernal equinox for the garden to spring into action. 
Everywhere I looked, bulbs, wildfl owers, perennials and 

plants burst into blooms. Muscari, Dutch iris, tulip, bergenia, 
freesia, hyacinth, lamium, rosemary, honeysuckle, calendula, 
California poppy, and even my outdoor cymbidium orchids 
strained for the solar shine. Deciduous trees are budding, 
leaves unfurling, all of nature is alive with expectation. With 
the abundance of rain we’ve enjoyed this winter, our gardens 
are determined to showcase their brilliance. Wherever you 
look, beauty awaits. 
 Spring is by far my favorite season of the year. As I wit-
ness landscapes awakening from their long hibernation, I am 
anxious to get my hands in the dirt. Weeds are abundant, yet 
they are easy to pull. Spading is excellent exercise burning 179 
calories in just 50 minutes of digging. Snails and slugs have be-
gun their migration making it necessary for us to be vigilant. 
New growth and tender seedlings are their favorite food. Frogs 
have begun their annual mating calls while the chirping birds 
are busy building nests. As tempted as we may be, it’s still too 
early to sow vegetable and fl ower seeds outdoors. It is time, 
however, to get lawns into shape and prepare the soil for April 
planting. Allergy suff erers need to be on the alert as pollen is 
abundant in the air. 
 We have so much work to do to get ready for the next 
season. Make a play date with Mother Nature and enjoy fun in 
the sun soaking up vitamin D.
 Spring ahead!

Fluorescent pink azalea shines.  Photos Cynthia Brian Yellow cymbidium orchid comes indoors.
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INSPECT your irrigation system. Mud might be clogging sprin-
kler heads while grass or lawn may have grown over the sprin-
klers. Spend time to get your system working properly before the 
heat begins.

MOW lawns without the bag, “sin bolsa” en espanol. Th e lawn 
cutt ings are fi lled with nitrogen and nutrition that will green up 
your lawn. Don’t waste that free fertilizer. If you fi nd that clumps 
are left  behind, rake or blow them into the lawn.

SOW lawn seed now. If you want to add a bit of color that will 
withstand dogs and kids, isotoma called blue star creeper looks 
great with its tiny blue fl owers. Clover is always green boasting 
pink or white fl owers. For a real conversation piece, create a living 
rug with a variety of ornamental grasses including ajuga, wool-
ly thyme, pink chintz thyme, creeping speedwell, Irish moss and 
brass butt ons. 

GROW red and golden beets for their anti-infl ammatory quali-
ties. With only six grams of sugar in the average two-inch diame-
ter bulb, beets lower blood glucose and increase insulin sensitiv-
ity. Th e leaves are delicious sliced, diced, raw, or steamed.  Rich 
in fi ber, folate, potassium and vitamins A and C, beets are heart 
healthy, lowering blood pressure while providing plenty of an-
tioxidants. Aft er boiling, save the water to add to your juice or 
other veggies.

WASH patio furniture with a solution of water and bleach to re-
move mildew or mold that has grown over the winter.  

CUT a few errant shoots from any budding fruit tree to add to a 
vase of water. You’ll enjoy watching the buds burst to blossoms 
over several weeks. 

PLAN your vegetable garden by creating a map of what you want 
where. Design in geometric patt erns, semi-circles, and circles for 
whimsy and interest.

CLEAN birdbaths, fountains, bird feeders, and birdhouses to at-
tract songbirds to reside in your garden.

CONTINUE to pick up fallen camellia blossoms until the 
blooming ends next month. Do not leave the dead blooms on the 
ground. 

ADD a trellis as a focal point in your landscape for climbing blue 
morning glory, clematis or red runner beans. 

FERTILIZE grass, trees, shrubs, and perennials. 

BRING inside plants outside for a good soaking and a few hours 
of morning sunlight. Check for insects and wipe the exterior of 
the containers as well as any leaves with a damp cloth to remove 
the dust.                                                      ... continued on page D18

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March Magic

Honeybee on rosemary.

A spectacular tulip magnolia tree (Magnolia x soulangean) along a path.
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ASSIGN kids an area to grow their favorite vegetables. Research indicates that children 
who garden eat healthier. Tomatoes, peppers, zucchini, radishes, carrots and beans are all 
easy-to-grow. 

PICK snails and slugs off  of plants at night by using a fl ashlight. Beer in saucers att racts 
snails or bait with organic pellets.

CHECK that you have proper, well-made garden tools. You’ll need a wide handle shovel, 
trowel, knee cushion, hoe, pick and pruning shears in at least two sizes. Th e right tools 
make the job simpler and faster. 

ORDER the Whole Seed Catalog from Baker Creek if you seek rare heirloom seeds. When 
you grow your own food, you’ll know you are providing your family with non-GMO pesti-
cide, and chemical free nutrition. www.rareseeds.com

PRE-ORDER my forthcoming garden book, “Growing with the Goddess Gardener,” 
Book I in the Garden Shorts Series. All pre-orders will receive extra goodies such as heir-
loom seeds, bookmarks and more. Email me for details, Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com. 
25 percent of the proceeds benefi t the 501c3 Be the Star You Are! charity. Th e book is 
expected to be available in April, just in time for spring planting.

 A Garden in a Box: If you don’t think you are much of a gardener, you can always order a 
preplanned garden from High Country Gardens. Type in your zip code and you’ll easy see 
what will work for you. You’ll get instructions, a design map and special plants. Visit www.
highcountrygardens.com.

Flowers, Fotos, and Food: Artist and photographer Anne Morrison Rabe’s Spring Flow-
ers exhibit begins Th ursday, March 23 at home/made Kitchen and Bakery, 337 Rheem 
Boulevard, in Moraga. Check it out and get inspired. 

Win $50,000 for your Garden:  I have been selected as a judge in America’s Best Gardener 
Contest. America’s Best Gardener is the premier event for recognizing and celebrating the 
talents of indoor and outdoor gardeners. Show the world that your thumb is the greenest 
by showing the world pictures of your garden today. You can win $50,000 so I encourage 
you to enter. www.americasbestgardener.com.

WEED, weed, weed, then weed again.

EMAIL me when you need a consultation.

CATCH fl ower fever. It’s contagious and oh, so healthy.

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March Magic  ... continued from page D17

A shocking blue hyacinth pops up under the redwoods.A close up of an unfolding magenta parrot tulip .
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Landscape Consultation
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Cynthia Brian, Th e Goddess Gardener, is a New York 
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Are1® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at www.
StarStyleRadio.net
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925-377-STAR

Cynthia Brian

Tiny grape-like muscari fi ll the garden.
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26 Loma Vista Drive    Wonderful 
location & great .45 acre yard that offers 
privacy, views, large deck & fl at yard 
area. Spacious rooms, wood ceilings plus 
separate living area perfect for extended 
family, offi ce or studio.                

19 Dos Encinas     Exceptionally 
maintained home in popular South 
Orinda. Open beamed ceilings 
throughout, gourmet kitchen, 4 bdrms 
+ ofc/ study, & 3 updated baths. Pool, 
patio, decking & dining pergola.    
              

23 Via Hermosa    Exceptional 
craftsmanship of unparalleled quality 
join together in a breathtaking setting. 
5-star resort atmosphere with yard, 
terraces, infi nity pool & spa + forever 
views across valley to Mt. Diablo.

1168 Glen Road   Exceptional family 
living in a well built, well maintained 
4bd/3ba home. Enjoy one level living 
on a gorgeous fl at piece of land. Large 
rooms, vaulted wood ceilings. Fabulous 
inside/ outside.

31 Paintbrush Lane    
Beyond your “Wilder” dreams! .53 acre 
lot with views plus approved plans for 
a new 4,500-5,000 sq. ft. Swatt-Miers 
designed home. The hard work is done, 
get ready to build!                   

176 Camino Don Miguel 
New to market! Magnifi cent custom 
built classic traditional 4 bedroom, 3.5 
bath home located on the 5th fairway of 
Orinda Country Club.

217 Corliss Drive   Complete home 
remodel in desirable Corliss area. New 
kitchen, wood fl oors, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
remodeled baths, a large fl at lot and 
plenty more updates.           

1204 Glen Road    Stunning new 
construction by SpringHill Homes boasts 
4225 sf of exceptional open living spaces 
& beautifully landscaped level backyard 
on 2.06 acres with views in sought after 
Happy Valley Glen.                 

220 Longview Terrace    Glorietta 
single story, mid-century marvel! 
Beautiful views, spacious lot w/separate 
rebuilt barn currently used as offi ce. 
Charming home w/hdwd fl rs, wood 
beamed ceilings, custom fi nishes.     
              

572 Dalewood Drive
Stunning executive 5bd/4.5ba, apx. 
5211sf home in Orinda Downs. High 
ceilings & hwd fl rs; spacious kitchen; 
large family room & rec/game room 
opens to deck w/outdoor kitchen & 
gazebo w/views.               

1083 Upper Happy Valley
Exquisitely remodeled fabulous home 
w/outdoor “California Room” that truly 
captures indoor/ outdoor living at its 
best! Hwd fl rs, state of the art custom 
kitchen, stunning new John Greenlee 
designed yard!               

10 Creekledge Court    Danville 
estate home located at the end of a 
landmark Colonial street! 5 bedroom, 4 
& 1/2 bathroom, apx. 5600 sq. ft. home 
on 1/3 acre park-like yard with pool, 
pond, BBQ, fi replace & more!               

260 Camino Sobrante
Great location at Lake Cascade near 
club house & tennis courts. Vaulted 
ceilings, custom features, modern 
kitchen. Lower fl oor in-law with 
bath & own entrance. Walk to club/ 
town.               

40 Sunnyside Lane    Located in 
Orinda’s sought after Sleepy Hollow! 2 
story traditional situated on cul-de-sac 
overlooking Orinda Hills w/stunning 
kitchen remodel, updated baths, hwd fl rs. 
Landscaped yard w/treehouse.

17 Tamarisk     Moraga Country Club! 
Newly remodeled kitchen & baths, 4 
bedrooms & 2.5 baths with 2828 sq. 
ft. Park like setting on cul-de-sac. Full 
MCC membership & top schools.

3333 Hamlin Road
Super opportunity on almost 20 acres. 
One of the last big parcels of land in 
Lafayette to develop. Truly a rare fi nd of 
magnifi cent allure of beauty & close-in 
trail are appeal.         
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