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Lafayette's Earth Day Festival targets ‘Sustainable Youth’

By Pippa Fisher

ith a very “hands-on” approach this year, Lafay-

Wette’s 12th annual Earth Day Festival will show-
case local youth groups as well as exhibitors.

The fun will take place from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday,

April 23 on Golden Gate Way behind the Lafayette Library

and Learning Center and at the plaza of the library.
Hosted by nonprofit organization Sustainable Lafayette,

together with the LL&LC, the Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce and the City of Lafayette, this year’s festival has plenty
of educational fun for everyone.

Lamorinda 4-H will have a petting zoo featuring their
livestock projects. Global Student Embassy will demonstrate
how to create a garden in a small space. The Lafayette Com-
munity Garden will bring vegetables and display chickens.

Imperfect Produce representatives will talk about food waste
and encourage purchasing of “cosmetically challenged” pro-
duce. White Pony Express will educate festival-goers on their
food rescue program and Sustainable Lafayette will host a
“Repair Café” where volunteers will repair household items
onsite to prevent them ending up in a landfill.
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Town Hall Theatre continues to lead

by ‘green’ example in Lafayette
By Pippa Fisher

. L it

Tom Stack wants to eliminate plastic water bottles at THT. Photo A. Scheck

Joining forces with Sustain-
able Lafayette for an educa-
tional movie night, Town Hall
Theatre continues to be a leader
in “going green.”

Sustainable Lafayette will
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be presenting a special showing
of “A Plastic Ocean,” a visually
stunning 90-minute movie about
our global disposable lifestyle,
the impact plastic is having on
the oceans and how it affects
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marine life, at 7:30 p.m. Friday,
April 28.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.
A discussion will follow the
screening. Money raised through
ticket sales and donations will be
used to help eliminate the use of
plastic water bottles at the theater.
Town Hall Theatre Board
Vice President Tom Stack ex-
plained the endeavor. He es-
timates that more than 4,000
bottles of water are sold at the
theater each year and it is his goal
that patrons will bring reuseable
bottles which they will be able to
refill from a brand new water bot-
tle filling station to be installed
by Kevin Burke of Valley Plumb-
ing, paid for from the proceeds of
this special movie night. Refill-
able bottles will also be available
for purchase at the theater.
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Local school districts anticipate
possible budget deficits

By John T. Miller

he Orinda, Lafayette and Moraga

school districts will be looking at
ways to make ends meet as they face
possible deficits in funding for the up-
coming year.

While budgets may not actually
be cut, difficulties may arise due to in-
creased costs without additional money
to cover those expenses.

For example, Superintendent Bruce
Burns of Moraga School District points
to increased costs of funding the State
Teachers Retirement System and the
Public Employee Retirement System.
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“The increased pension costs have no
revenue stream,” says Burns, “and may
require districts such as MSD to plan to
reduce expenditures.”

The lack of reimbursement for cer-
tain mandated costs, such as for special
education, has put a stranglehold on the
districts. Lafayette School District Su-
perintendent Rachel Zinn said that the
federal government originally prom-
ised to reimburse 40 cents on the dollar
for those costs, but now pays only 18
cents.
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