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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 

Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

CALBRE #01882902

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A

DANVILLE, CA 94523
O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

BRENTWOOD
160-B GUTHRIE LANE, #3
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441 
RANDY 925.787.4622

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

LAURIE HIGGINS

925.876.7968 

VIEWS! 1070 VIA ALTA, LAFAYETTE CALL AGENT

MATT MCLEOD           925.464.6500

132 SELBORNE WAY, MORAGA CALL AGENT

KAILEY GRAZIANO          925.404.4361

892 LAS TRAMPAS RD, LAFAYETTE $2,595,000

LAURIE HIGGINS           925.876.7968

1985 RELIEZ VALLEY RD, LAFAYETTE $1,588,000

CHURCHILL TEAM 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

143 CALLE LA MESA, MORAGA CALL AGENT

MATT MCLEOD           925.464.6500

754 GLENSIDE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,070,000

MATT MCLEOD           925.464.6500

3939 CANYON ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,750,000

TINA FRECHMAN          925.915.0851

44 BATES BLVD, ORINDA $1,350,000

LISA TICHENOR         925.285.1093

1659 RELIEZ VALLEY RD, LAFAYETTE $1,228,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES          925.383.5384

NEW

CONSTR
UCTIO

N

90 BROOKFIELD DR, MORAGA $1,240,000

KAILEY GRAZIANO          925.404.4361

615 CANDLEBERRY, WALNUT CREEK $1,080,000

JON WOOD PROPERTIES          925.383.5384

NEW

PRICE

3643 PERADA DR, WALNUT CREEK $1,198,988

TERESA ZOCCHI TEAM          925.360.8662

Local school budget ... continued from page A1

“With rising special education 
costs and very little funding com-
ing from the State and federal gov-
ernment to support special educa-
tion,” Zinn said, “we are working 
with neighboring districts to deter-
mine if there are particular types of 
services that can be shared.” 
 Carolyn Seaton, who is just fi n-
ishing her fi rst full year as superin-
tendent of Orinda Schools, reports, 
“Orinda’s budget demonstrates 
that we will be defi cit spending by 
2018. Cuts will be required if ad-
ditional revenue sources are not 
identifi ed.”
 Seaton added, “The state has 
reneged on several of its increases 
to funding, such as additional mon-
ies to cover cost of living increases. 
Additionally, the federal govern-
ment has threatened cuts to educa-
tion funding which would also im-
pact our schools.”  
 Another factor contributing 
to decreased revenue is the Cali-
fornia Department of Education 
Local Control Funding Formula, 
implemented in 2013-14, which 
redistributes signifi cant state fund-
ing to districts that serve high needs 
students. For example, in 2014-15, 
Orinda received less than $7,000 
per pupil, compared to a Califor-
nia average of $9,200 per pupil. In 
New York, an average of $22,000 
was spent per pupil. The funding 
per pupil in the local districts is still 
below the 2007-08 fi gure.
 One way the districts are look-
ing to cut expenses is through re-
duction of staff. In Moraga, Burns 
noted that layoffs would be an 
outcome of declining enrollment. 
“We have a uniquely large outgo-
ing eighth grade class with fewer 
incoming transitional kindergarten 
and kindergarten students. Fewer 
students mean fewer staff.”
 In Lafayette, Zinn and the dis-
trict are looking at attrition to take 
care of reduction of positions, with 
reconfi guring of staff to provide 
needed support. She speaks for all 

three districts when she says, “We 
are trying to make reductions as far 
away from direct daily classroom 
instruction with students.”
 Seaton foresees minimal staff 
reductions for the 2017-18 school 
year, but a lack of new revenue 
may force more drastic cuts for 
2018-19.
 Districts annually brace for 
the uncertainty of Proposition 98, 
which mandates education fund-
ing in California. But Burns cau-
tions that “state revenue numbers 
between January (on which dis-
tricts begin building budgets) and 
May could increase or decrease, 
providing more or less funding for 
schools.”
 In fact, the Sacramento Legis-
lative Analyst’s Offi ce report pub-
lished in February predicts that by 
May, “Revenue in 2017 18 could be 
signifi cantly higher than assumed 
in January, with a resulting increase 
in the minimum guarantee.” This 
would lead to signifi cantly higher 
state funding for schools.
 Lafayette School Board Presi-
dent David Gerson expressed the 
frustration of trying to run a budget 
without clarity for how you’re go-

ing to get funded. “Every year we 
have to wait until the governor’s 
budget is announced to know what 
we have.” 
 Budget woes could be a lot 
worse for the Lamorinda schools 
if not for the support of the com-
munity. Lafayette Partners in Edu-
cation invested $2.8 million last 
year; the Moraga Education Fund 
granted $975,000 for the TK-5th 
grade programs and $525,000 to 
Joaquin Intermediate; while the 
Educational Foundation of Orinda 
gave approximately $1.1 million to 
the schools, with another $3.7 mil-
lion coming from the Parents Clubs 
of all fi ve OUSD schools.
 In addition, generous parcel 
taxes in each of the cities contrib-
ute millions more to the schools. 
Gerson points out that senior citi-
zens in Lafayette can opt out of the 
parcel tax. “We are in the process 
of making an appeal to our seniors 
to consider foregoing their senior 
exemption, if they can afford to 
do so. If even half the seniors who 
take the exemption would forego 
it, it could bring almost $500,000 
in revenue back into the district’s 
budget,” Zinn said.

No program cuts at Acalanes
 At the secondary level, the Acalanes Union High School District 
faces many similar problems as the other school districts in Lamor-
inda.
 Julie Bautista, the Chief Business Offi cial for AUHSD, estimates 
that the funding for 2017-18 will not cover costs. “We are projected to 
defi cit fund our programs and operations by $560,000 due to inad-
equate state funding.” She adds that the initial federal budget proposal 
would cut about $100,000.
 The district has done some minor trimming of positions, but other-
wise does not anticipate any program cuts.
 Bautista bemoaned the new state funding program, which shifts 
more funding to districts with higher percentage of low-wealth, Eng-
lish learner, and foster youth students. “The base funding amount in 
the new formula is absolutely inadequate for districts and creates an 
ongoing fi scal challenge for the AUHSD,” Bautista said.
 She expressed gratitude for the community’s value for high quality 
education through their contributions to the education foundation and 
the parcel tax funds. “In total,” she said, “local funding comprises 21 
percent of the district’s annual budget.”




