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Creating a kids’ zone is child’s play
By Paula King

fter building an addition onto her make you happy”
Agrinda home, Meredith Friedman According to Catron, the key is occa-
ad several new living spaces to sional updates to create a space that is fresh
decorate and the most challenging was a and inviting to family and guests. She is
front great room space designated as the known among Lamorinda clients for her
hangout area for her two sons and their inexpensive Home Goods, Living Spaces
friends. and Target finds of art, pillows and throws

One of Friedman’s goals for the proj- that are paired with investment pieces of
ect was to give the house more of an “adult”  furniture, professional painting and quality
ambiance. However, she was unsure ofhow  flooring to create a signature look.
to balance the kids’ entertainment needs “One day you will set an object on a
and achieving her desired interior style. low table and find that the kids are not in-

“I'wanted this area to be the place my  terested in touching, moving it or putting it
kids would want their friends to hang out in their mouths. That’s when you can move
in, but it’s also the first room you walk into  your style forward,” Catron said.
in my house, so it couldn’t look like a play- Catron guided Friedman through a
room,” Friedman said. process of searching Pinterest and mag-

Friedman’s experience was a common  azines for images of eye-catching rooms.
struggle in interior decorating for most As a family, the Friedmans tested out new
parents while trying create a home that accessories and the overall layout of each
is whimsical and comfortable enough for room untilit was the right fit.
children yet stylish and striking enough for Catron often tells homeowners to
entertaining. utilize store return policies as they place

So, Friedman hired Orinda real estate  things in various spots throughout the
agent and home designer Stephanie Catron  home and find what works for them.
of SBC Style, who believes that you don’t “Don’t be afraid to move things
have to wait for your children to grow up around after the kids are in bed. Pour a
to have the home of your dreams and you glass of wine and have fun creating your
don’t have to spend a fortune. new space,” Catron advised.

“When you have small kids so much In the Friedman kid’s zone, Catron
of your time is spent at home either hav- placed the TV over a fireplace, suggested
ing other families over, hosting play dates an L-shaped sectional and found the per-
or just spending the weekend reconnecting  fect placement for a seven-foot pool table.
as a family. It’s important that you love the ~ Catron finished the room with lamps, rugs
space you are in,” Catron said. “Invest some  and coffee tables and even Friedman’s sons,
time in pulling together the main living ages 9 and 11, were impressed.

Stephanie Catron finnishes up decorating this kids' bedrroom. Photos Andy Scheck spaces with art work and accessories that .. continued on page D4




17 Via Las Cruces, Orinda

=

KNOCK YOUR SOCKS OFF fabulous custom home featuring 5
bedrooms, 3 baths and approximately 3000+ square feet on a gorgeous
.95 acre lot with exquisite gardens and landscaping. Pride of ownership
abounds, and the home has been tastefully updated with the finest of
materials. The gracious floor plan is highlighted by a quintessentially
California indoor/outdoor atmosphere with stunning views. Stand out
features include a striking chef’s kitchen, a lavish Master Retreat with
a charming viewing deck, a private guest suite with its own separate
entrance, a wine cellar and an easy commute location.

Virtual Tour at www.|7ViaLasCruces.com  Offered at $1,825,000

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282

patti.camras@camoves.com
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

W. patticamras .com

THE
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 12 $850,000 $2,765,000
MORAGA 3 $618,000 $1,098,000
ORINDA 7 $1,215,000 $2,250,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

1 Camelia Lane, $2,765,000, 4938 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 4-12-17;
Previous Sale: $1,525,000, 12-06-05

3939 Canyon Road, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2696 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 4-11-17;
Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 05-06-15

16 Diablo Circle, $1,605,000, 3 Bdrms, 1730 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 4-11-17;
Previous Sale: $990,000, 02-23-15

754 Glenside Drive, $1,070,000, 3 Bdrms, 2371 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 4-7-17;
Previous Sale: $160,000, 09-15-82

125 Haslemere Court, $850,000, 3 Bdrms, 1638 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 4-7-17;
Previous Sale: $209,500, 06-30-88

... continued on page D17

Can You Do Better with Mark or a Big Bank?

With Interest Rates Having Gone Up Now Is The Tume To
See If Mark Can Find A Better Mortgage For Tou!!

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MY Financial Group
415-203-6369

Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

{
MZ FINANCIAL GROUP

Mark has been a Lamorinda Resident and Mortgage Broker for 15 years and
would love to put that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs!

MZ Financial Group handles financing needs up to $3,000,000. With
Interest Rates at Historic Lows give Mark a call today for a discussion

about your specific situation!

Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 | NMLS License #248181 |
Pacific Mortgage Consultants Inc. | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01378482 | NMLS License #2131

Correction

In a Lamorinda Weekly Our Homes article published in the April 5
issue, "Changing your garden, changing your life," the name of the
landscape architect who worked with Kay Countryman and Ron
Briggs to create their garden was incorrect. It was Roxy Wolosenko.




M@M@A COENARY CIU RENOVATION

141 Westchester Street, Moraga

1867+ sq.ft. singe level | 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms completely renovated in 2017
Chef’s Kitchen with stainless steel appliances | MCC Amenities | Great outdoor spaces for entertaining

Offered at $929,000

KURT PIPER SCOTT SANS LESLIE PIPER DASHA SIENITSKY Iﬁm
k. L 8 , \ < KURT PIPER GROUP
-3 B - ! 925.818.8000
e Faria il e~ Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
: . . , KurtPiperGroup.com
' PACIFIC
925.818.8000 925.216.7583 415.990.4929 845.798.2077 UNION

License #: 01130308 License #: 01919680 License #: 01296053 License #: 01959571
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“Some of the items she shopped for me, but I also
found options and asked her advice and she steered me in
the right direction. I am so happy with how it came togeth-
er,’ Friedman said.

Some of Catron’s advice for parents of little ones is to
keep the accessories to a minimum and opt for a clean and
uncluttered look. To keep youngsters safe, use a big otto-
man or a few average sized ones as a coffee table with a dec-
orative tray.

Since children can be messy, Catron said to pick
white furniture that can be bleached or utilize slipcovers
on couches, chairs and ottomans. She noted that dual pur-
pose pieces are ideal for saving valuable space such as a
tall bookcase that can house more valuable pieces on top
shelves and toy storage in baskets on the bottom shelves.

“Think about your priorities and how you want the
space to be used. That’s the most important thing. And

OUR HOMES

Creating a kids’ zone

www.lamorindaweekly.com

is

child’s play

-

don’t be afraid to repurpose what you have,” said Friedman,
who admits that her home’s redesign was an education in
interior decorating for her.

For families with infants and toddlers, Orinda’s Trish
McDermott suggested that portability and compactness of
baby gear helps to cut down on clutter in the home. Mc-
Dermott manages a baby equipment rental business called
Babierge East Bay.

“Some high chairs and strollers fold more compactly
than others and can be easily stored between uses in a near-
by closet, which helps your home look less cluttered,” she
said. “You can also match your gear’s color scheme with the
same manufacturer like your pack n' play, infant swing and
high chair”

A huge part of the process of redecorating a family
home is to ensure that the kids feel comfortable and cozy
there too. Catron said that plush rugs, beanbags and blan-

Bay | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALT

YOUR REAL ESTATE DREAM IS MY PASSION
Shiva Jafarzadeh

Broker Associate | Global Real Estate Advisor
Realtor® | CalBRE #01507290

925.876.2290 c | shiva.j@sir.com

Call For A Confidential Home Evaluation or to
Discuss Your Real Estate Needs.

HomesbyShiva.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

925-377-0977

Wednesday, May 17,2017

... continued from page D1

kets are ideal for that.

“Get down on the floor and imagine how it feels to be
there,” she said. “Any home that is pulled together, looks
great and has spaces that feel organized will add to a child’s
sense of well-being”

Before the home makeover, Friedman said her fami-
ly knew what they liked but struggled with committing to
real pieces over temporary solutions. Catron didn’t come
in and decorate the home but guided them with vendor
and color choices and design options and empowered the
Friedmans to create their new, family-friendly home.

“It has absolutely made us enjoy our home more,”
Friedman said. “She gave me confidence to make some of
these decisions myself that I never would have before. She
taught me what to look for and how to see design elements
that would complement each other.”

Colombana Real Estate Group
Pamela & Don Colombana

Lamorinda Experts - Global Connections

Call Us For All Your Real Estate Needs.

925.878.8047

CREG@BuyAndSellWithTheBest.com

BuyAndSellWithTheBest.com
Bay | Sotheby’s
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
CalBRE #01979180, #01979181




New Inventory in Great Neighborhoods

% .ﬁ,
5 La Noria, Orinda 3484 Hamlin Road , Lafayette

4 Bedrooms | 3.5 Bathrooms | 3247 sq. ft. 4 Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms | 3788 sq. ft. | .35 Acre
240 sq. ft. Detached Office | .71 Acre

OFFERED AT $1,365000

11Las Palomas, Orinda 411 Camino Sobrante, Orinda

4 Bedrooms | 4 Bathrooms | 2338 sq. ft. | .31 Acre 3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | 2975 sq. ft.
900 sq. ft. Garage |.46 Acre

All homes will be open Sunday, May 21st

=—=CLARKTHOMPSON=—

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

Office: 925-254-8585 ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

CALBRE# 00903367




eaubelle

Grand Estate Sprawls Across Two
Parcels - Ideal Family Compound!
MORAGA - Sanders Ranch
Exclusive estate property features
approx. 7,500sf including an approx.
5,500sf home featuring 4-bedrooms,
4-full and 1-half bathroomes, library,
bonus room and gourmet kitchen.
The pool/guest house with almost
2,000 sf w/full bath & kitchenette,
and two apartments each with kitch-
enette and full bath.

Offered at $3,500,000

Gorgeous North Orinda
Traditional
ORINDA - Thoughtfully designed cus-
tom home near the historic Orinda
Country Club brims with upscale
amenities, amazing hillside views,
enchanting gardens, pool, spa, spa-
~ cious spaces with two family rooms,
2 4 gourmet kitchen, and sweeping stair-
o . , . .
case with spacious landing and li-
brary/office nook. . 4 Bedrooms,
2 full and 2 half baths, .45 acre

Offered at $2,950,000

GLENN AND KELLIE BEAUBELLE
025.254.1212
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Oppor-
tunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304




ecawbelle

Beautiful Views ~ Convenient Location
Open Floor Plan ~ Desirable Glorietta Area

ORINDA - The almost 4,000 square feet of liv-
ing space is expertly designed on a gentle .80-
acre hillside lot with six bedrooms and four
and a half stylish bathrooms including an au
pair/guest suite with kitchen and private en-
try, and a spectacular lower level apartment
with living room, bedroom, office/second
bedroom, full updated bathroom, eat-in kitch-
en and spacious, private deck with separate
entry and view of backyard gardens. Walk to
Meadow Pool & Tennis club.

Offered at 1,950,000

Gorgeous Estate Lot with Panoramic
Hilltop Views

LAFAYETTE - One of a kind secluded 15 acre
plus Estate lot with level building pad and
panoramic views of tree studded hills, Happy
Valley and the Lafayette reservoir; access to
Briones park; approved plans for a 10,000
square foot estate with outdoor loggia and
pool! Enjoy close proximity to Lafayette’s
thriving downtown, BART, Highway 24, the
library and top performing schools.

Offered at $2,950,000

Privacy ~ Views ~ Potential

LAFAYETTE - Located in the desirable Old
Jonas neighborhood, this property offers
endless potential. The approx. 1,790 sf home
features 4-bedrooms, 1-bathroom and an-
other potential bathroom, which is plumbed
and ready to go. The property sits on .89
acre, per country assessor. One may choose
to remodel the existing home or tear it down
and start from scratch. The flat building pad
and beautiful views make it something
special that few properties offer.

Offered at $1,150,000

GLENN AND KELLIE BEAUBELLE

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trad k li

025.254.1212
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322

d to Coldwell Banker Real

Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a

subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304




LR
42 Lambeth Square, Moraga

6 offers: listed at $1,650,000 — sold for $1,810,000

48 Michael Lane, Orinda

3983 Paseo Grande, Moraga Lovely English Manor in the Glorietta neighborhood on a 1.45+ acre lot,
12 offers: listed at $1,195,000 — sold for: $1,350,000 minutes to freeway, BART, schools and Meadow Swim and Tennis Club. 4
bedrooms + office/nursery, 3.5 bathrooms, 3788+ sq. ft., vaulted ceilings,
huge Chef’s kitchen, adjoining family room and formal living & dining rooms.
Beautiful yard with pool/spa, lawns, deck, garden area and lower lot for bocce
ball court, play structure, RV/boat parking.

Offered at $2,100,000 | 48michaellane.com

370 Donald Drive, Moraga Paul & Virginia Ratto

925.998.9501
Sold for $1,325,000 vvarni@pacunion.com PACIFIC
rattoandratto.com UNIDH

License #: 00900621 | 01361537

MICHELLE AND WENDY HOLCENBERG:

We get your home sold.

And then some. Village Associates is Pleased to Welcome
Steve Stahle as their Newest Associate.

Village Associates is pleased to announce that
Steve Stahle has joined our firm. Steve is a native
Californian and has lived in Orinda since 1976. Steve
and his wife Margene raised their three children,
daughter Lindsey, son Curtis, and daughter here and
they now have six grandchildren.

After graduating from the University of Missouri,
Steve was commissioned a Lieutenant in the US
UT'J Calvary and served in Fort Lewis, Washington and
Vietnam. He joined Smith Barney & Co in New York
H O L C E N B E R G City and ended his 25 year Wall Street career as a

Senior Vice President of Drexel Burnham Lambert.
TEAM Steve started his real estate career in 2009 with Coldwell Banker. He joined
Michelle Holcenberg Village Associates in April of 2017. Steve is active in the community having
Wendy Holcenberg served on the Orinda Association Board of Directors, Charles Hill Association and
(925) 324-0405 the Orindawoods Homeowners Association. Steve is praised by his clients for his
michelle@holcenberg.com diligent, timely work and creative solutions to challenges. Clients also appreciate
www.holcenberg.com his attention to detail and professionalism. Steve's professional affiliations

We are two generations of Lamorinda residents with decades
of local real estate experience. We're local, knowledgeable,
and passionate about our community. We’re looking forward to
helping you make your next move.

I

License #01373412 :
X include NAR, CAR & CCAR.
License #00637795 Steve Stahle
COLDWELL Village Associates Real Estate
BANKCR O 925.324.4121

stevestahle@sbcglobal.net

I ol arer Rl Eite A gt Rsene, bl Bnker® s 2 gt radmar e to el Bkt el s LC o Eqal Gpporniy Conany.Equal CalBRE License # 01861509

Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are
dgependen( (otr‘(tra(tov sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banlyer Real Estat{ LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. _ G |V| ng Dreams an Add ress




//DREAM HOME

844 Santa Maria Way, Lafayette

Spectacular
Home in the
“Trails
Neighborhood®

Special Features Include:

Five bedrooms and four baths. 2 are en-suites
WWarm inviting living room opening to the lovely
back yard

Large formal dining room

Big open gourmet kitchen with granite coun-
ters, ceasarstone island, large breakfast nook,
and walk-in pantry.

Open family room with lovely backyard out-
looks and vaulted ceiling

Fabulous master retreat

Beautiful bamboo hardwood floors

Nest control 3 zone heating and air

Indoor out door speakers through out
Excellent close in location on a cul de sac
Highly desirable Lafayette schools

- l'-

—

//OFFERED AT: $2,700,000 //TOUR: \W\W\X.844SANTAMARIAWAY.COM

xxxxxxxx

Sue Layng

f ; // BROKER
uﬂ 925.963.7189
sue@suelayng.com

www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956
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IN SLEEPY HOLLO

29 VIA CALLADOS
3 BDR, 2.5 BATH, 2,318+ SQ.FT -
$1.125M

IN ORINDA DOWNS

246 SUNDOWN TERRACE
4 BDR, 3.5 BATH, 3,948+ SQ.FT
$2.595M

IN HAPPY VALL

1253 PANORAMA
5 BDR, 3 BATH, 3,703+
COMING 5/15 | CALL FOR PRICE

Pondi

IN ORINDA COUNTRY CLUB
24 LA CAMPANA
4 BDR, 3 BATH, 3,662+ SQ.FT
$2.195M

IF IT LOOKS LIKE IT'S THE MONTH TO SELL,
You Way be rught.

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
93 Moraga Way
Suite 103

Orinda, CA 94563

AMYROSESMITH  mianeammeninr

Web: www.amyrosesmith.com
Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959




TERRI BATES WALKER
CONNENCAN
2 ENY

REAL ESTATE BROKER

BRINGING LAMORINDA HOME

731 Miner Road, Orinda

_ —

New Price! $3,349,000
Newly renovated and expanded 6BR/4.5BA, 5300+ sq.ft. estate with an open floor plan, high-end finishes and striking
architectural detail on a fairly-level oak-studded 1.6* acre |ot.

255 Tharp Drive, Moraga

3280 Sweet Drive, Lafayette

New Listing | Offered at $1,250,000 New Listing | Offered at $950,000
Charming one level 4BR/2BA, 1956+ sq.ft traditional on a Darling single-story 3BR/2BA, 1525+ sq.ft. home on a .25+
flat .25+ acre lot. Open kitchen/family room combo offers  acre lot on popular Sweet Drive. Views of the hills from
access to backyard with pool and garden area. kitchen/family room. Sunny deck and large backyard.

Terri Bates Walker

Broker, J.D.

510.282.4420 | terri@terribateswalker.com PACIFIC
terribateswalker.com | Follow me on: f ¥ in @ UNION
License# 01330081
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At Home with Amanda
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Making an entrance: 6 Ways to spruce up your entry

By Amanda Eck

ello Lamorinda readers! Iam so excited for this opportunity to meet with
you on a monthly basis and share my thoughts and insights on all things

for the home.

If we were meeting together face-to-face I would welcome you with a warm
hug and offer you a cup of tea (or coffee if you prefer) and we would sit and get to
know one another better. I love to entertain and as a designer I love helping clients
create a space of beauty and warmth for the family and their guests.

And the first place I like to start with is the entry or foyer. It is your guest’s first
glimpse of your home. It is the space that greets you as you walk in the door after a
long day. It is the space your kids come barreling through after a busy day of school.
It is the space your dearest friends, closest relatives and even your UPS delivery
person sees. I don’t know about you, but the rest of my home can be a complete
disaster but if my entry is clean and welcoming I feel at ease with whoever comes to
my door.

I am going to share my six favorite tips for making your entrance feel welcom-
ing. Or in the words of Oprah, “make your home rise up to meet you.”

Tip No. 1: Declutter
If you have small children like I do, the entry becomes the catchall for backpacks,
basketballs, discarded shoes and yesterday’s mail. Clearing out the clutter sets the

stage for a welcoming space.

Tip No. 2: Addarug
Rugs in the entry are not just for keeping dirt at bay from pets and kiddos, it also
help define space. A rug can introduce a splash of color or pattern to your entrance.
I'love using indoor/outdoor rugs for entries. My go-to rugs for high traffic areas are
from Dash & Albert. They make great flat weave rugs that are both reversible and
washable. Another tip is to make sure your rug is not so thick that it gets caught on
the door every time you open it.

In this entry for one of our clients we took their dark, drab space and lightened
it up with a Dash & Albert rug, a lighter wood furniture piece and a new mirror to
help reflect the natural light. We displayed a few decorative coastal pieces to reflect
the client’s love for the ocean. ... continued on page D14
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Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

- ether, We Are Growing.

WeAre_GoIdenGateSIR.com
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Bay Sotheby’s ernational Realty is joining Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty, operating as one unified brand as of June 2017.
This strategic union connects our East Bay markets with Golden Gate Sotheby's International Realty’s Silicon Valley and Marin County markets,
providing unparalleled service and access throughout the San Francisco Bay Area.

Golden
Gate

BELVEDERE-TIBURON +« BERKELEY +« DANVILLE
NOVATO +« OAKLAND -+ PALO ALTO -+ ROSS VALLEY

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

LAFAYETTE - MENLO PARK
SAN RAFAEL -« SAUSALITO

MILL VALLEY « MONTCLAIR
STINSON BEACH « STRAWBERRY

JUST LISTED
97 Brookfield Drive
Call Kailey for more information

kailey@dudum.com
CalBRE# 01968803

MUST SEE SOLD $100K OVER
132 Selborne Way 90 Brookfield Drive
Offered at $1,395,000 Sold for $1,340,000
KAILEY GRAZIANO
Realtor®
9262.2%4.4361 DUDUM

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Broker CalBRE 01882902
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Making an entrance: 6 Ways to spruce up your entry

... continued from page D12

Tip No. 3: Small Table or Console
Adding a small table, chest or console can help create a “drop zone” for things like
keys and mail. It also creates a space for decorative items to be displayed giving your
guest a small taste of what’s to come in the rest of your home. If space is tight I forgo
the table and use a small bench, you can add a pillow or two for a pop of color.

In this client’s home their entry immediately opened up to the living and din-
ing room, so we opted to place a rug at the entrance and created a “drop zone” down
the hall by the staircase. We used upholstered storage ottomans for their dog’s leash
and other small items that can be grabbed on the way out the door.

Tip No. 4: Lighting
I love using lamps in the entry for both practical and aesthetic reasons. There is
something so inviting about coming home in the evening and being greeted by the
warm glow of alamp. It’s also a great way to illuminate what can otherwise be a dark
area. If you do not have an electrical outlet in your entry consider adding a ceiling
light. Ilove using a nice chandelier or lantern style light. And make sure your light is
installed high enough that guests don’t bump their heads or the door bangs it when
opening. I use flush mount or semi-flush mount lights for entries with low ceilings.

Tip No. §: Tray, bowl or basket
Decorative trays or bowls are great for corralling the clutter. Car keys tossed into
a bright ceramic bowl versus tossed onto the table make the space feel organized.
And who wants to see that pile of junk mail piled up waiting to be read? Instead toss

it into a pretty basket to be sorted through later.
Tip No. 6: Fresh Flowers
And finally, never underestimate the power of fresh flowers. Yes it can seem like a bit
of an indulgence to have fresh flowers on a weekly basis. But how about an orchid
or other flowering plant? You will be greeted with fresh blooms for weeks on end.
I love buying the inexpensive orchids from Trader Joe’s and popping them into a
decorative pot or bowl and adding some Spanish moss around the top. I can get six
to eight weeks of blooms before having to replace them.
And there you have it, my top ideas for creating a warm and welcoming en-
trance. I hope this inspired you to create a little space of beauty in your own home.
Until next time!
As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-based
Amanda Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your home's
interior should be both approachable and well- appointed. She
often asserts, "Beauty is a necessity."

With a distinct sense of style that mixes contemporary
and classic design she fashions spaces that are both elegant and
inviting. Her design aesthetic is inspired by anything visual but
especially fashion, architecture and art.

Visit http://amandacarolinteriors.com for more design
ideas.




1031 Bollinger Canyon Road, Moraga

£

& - v i i ..'-'-_‘.l:- = ' s M LE L e
Rancho Dos Rios: Main house: 4bd/2.5ba, 3,432 sq.ft. Detached 4 car garage with 1,018
sq.ft. inlaw. Breezeway barn & More! Shown by appointment only. Offered at $1,995,000

161 Walford Drive, Moraga | | 39 Sherwood Court, Moraga || 204 Moraga Road, Moraga || 1038 Leland Drive, Lafayette

——,
.end"

4bd/2.5ba, 2,271 sq.ft.  5bd/3ba, 2,850 sq.ft.. 4bd/2.5ba, 2,438 sq.ft. 3bd/2ba, 1,228 sq.ft.
Offered at $1,275,000 Offered at $1,449,000 Offered at $1,325,000 Offered at $925,000

0% Tara Rochlin

ve | . Moraga . Tara
Lomorinda Real Estate Specialist
925.586.3442
TaraRochlin@gmail.com :
www.TaraRochlin.com RE AL EB&TATE
(See website for all virtual tours) 93 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563

CalBRE License #01330630 All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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Digging Deep

The Magic of May

By Cynthia Brian
“Harmony makes small things grow. Lack of it makes big things decay.” — Sallust

i - F.g Anne’s lace. Tiny Alpine strawberries are red, ripe, and delicious as snacks or in salads. Better
- to eat these than any store-bought strawberry. Thanks to the unparalleled Pearl’s Premium

grass seeds, my lawn has never looked so lush and lovely. If you want turf that is tough,
drought resistant, low maintenance and beautiful, start thinking now about preparing your
ground for an autumn seeding of Pearl’s Premium (www.PearlsPremium.com).

The Old Farmer’s Almanac recently contacted a colleague garden writer asking about
what tools, products, and plants gardeners sought most this year. She posted a request for
suggestions on our member community site and I reveled in the answers that I believe reso-
nate with you, my garden guide readers. Here’s my abbreviated version of what we gardeners

want.
1. We crave information that we can use on a daily basis.
2. We want to grow our own food for better nutrition and first-rate freshness.
3. We want to save money.
4. 'We want to bring pollinators into our gardens for an organically friendly

habitat. We are putting out the welcome mat for birds, bees, butterflies and bats.
‘We want to reduce waste by composting more.
6. We want tools that are sturdy, long lasting, yet not exorbitantly expensive.
7. We want to explore simpler to use, more environmentally friendly power tools
that are battery powered and strong.
8. We want space saving ideas including container and vertical gardening
techniques.
9. We want to learn to prune properly.
10. We want low-maintenance, native alternatives, and drought resistant plants.
11. We want to ENJOY our garden rooms!
The wants of the national garden community echo locally as well. My promise to you
is to continue to bring you the latest tools, tips, and tricks that will make your garden expe-
rience extraordinary. ... continued on page D18

] o [
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Sweet jasmine climbs a palm tree filling the air with perfume. Photos Cynthia Brian
y mid-May Mother Nature has waved her magical wand sprinkling glitter and
B glory among her growing children. No matter where you look, shrubs, trees and
landscapes showcase a beauty and harmony that set this month apart from the
remaining 11.

Herbaceous peonies are budding and will bloom for weeks offering outstanding com-
panionship to mixed perennial gardens. Glorious bouquets of roses decorate pathways and
arbors. Fields of bearded iris brighten the most mundane areas with their multitude of col-
ors, gentle fragrance and graceful arches. Horse chestnut, buckeye and locust trees are over-
flowing with grapelike bunches of blooms. Get up close to examine the intricacies of their
flowers.

The warmer weather has sped up the blooming season while only a month earlier the
cooler weather slowed it down. My waves of bright blue forget-me-nots have settled into
a sea of seeds that attach to any clothing that ventures near, easily spreading the flowers
to places unplanned. Along the creek beds, even the poisonous hemlock weeds sprouted

several feet taller than in previous years with attractive clusters of flowers resembling Queen Gyeen, lush Pearl’s Premium grass and colorful landscaping is a tribute to May magic.
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John Law
2016 Top Producer

925.285.0716 c | john.law@sir.com
Realtor® | CalBRE #01392406

John uses his extensive marketing experience to create
targeted campaigns that attract the highest number of
qualified buyers for a property. His action plans deliver
tangible results for both buyers and sellers and his
clients know and respect him as an excellent
communicator, friendly, focused, and goal-oriented selling
historical properties, luxury residences, and resorts.

Bay ‘ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

. continued from page D2

LAFAYETTE ... continued

550 Merriewood Drive, $1,424,000, 4 Bdrms, 2142 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 4-5-17;
Previous Sale: $901,000, 05-02-03

1191 Pleasant Hill Circle, $1,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1408 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 4-13-17;
Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 07-30-15

841 Santa Maria Way, $1,425,000, 3 Bdrms, 1844 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 4-7-17

3337 Sweet Drive, $1,220,000, 3 Bdrms, 1209 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 4-11-17;
Previous Sale: $860,000, 10-07-13

1005 Timothy Lane, $2,100,000, S Bdrms, 4868 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 4-12-17;
Previous Sale: $1,735,000,01-31-13

1083 Upper Happy Valley Road, $1,905,000, 3 Bdrms, 2073 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt,

4-7-17; Previous Sale: $1,175,000, 05-03-13

3330 Vaughn Road, $1,630,000, 3 Bdrms, 2736 SqFt, 2003 YrBlt, 4-10-17;
Previous Sale: $1,485,000, 07-05-05

MORAGA

119 Ascot Court #3, $618,000, 3 Bdrms, 1320 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 4-10-17;
Previous Sale: $430,000, 12-27-13

1260 Bollinger Canyon, $875,000, 4 Bdrms, 2303 SqFt, 1940 YrBlt, 4-7-17;
Previous Sale: $575,000, 12-22-00

217 Rheem Boulevard, $1,098,000, 3 Bdrms, 1610 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 4-6-17;
Previous Sale: $695,000, 11-30-11

ORINDA

19 Charles Hill Road, $1,405,000, 4 Bdrms, 2850 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 4-7-17;
Previous Sale: $103,500, 06-11-76

95 Diablo View Drive, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 3961 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 4-11-17;
Previous Sale: $2,375,000, 04-09-13

36 El Patio, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3144 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 4-7-17;
Previous Sale: $60,000, 06-23-72

80 La Encinal, $1,875,000, 5 Bdrms, 3421 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 4-7-17;
Previous Sale: $1,778,000, 04-27-15

220 Longview Terrace, $1,215,000, 3 Bdrms, 2021 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 4-11-17;
Previous Sale: $895,000, 11-12-10

27 Martha Road, $1,295,000, 4 Bdrms, 1772 SqFt, 1963 YiBlt, 4-12-17

37 Southwood Drive, $1,565,000, 4 Bdrms, 1900 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 4-6-17;
Previous Sale: $375,000, 01-06-98

ARULT GATED COMMUNITY
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Gardening Guide

The Magic of May

... continued from page D16

A close-up of the horse chestnut blossoms. Photos Cynthia Brian

CLEAN and DIRTY PRODUCE

In my opinion, one of the main reasons to grow
your own fruits, vegetables, and herbs is to know what
is in your soil and on your plants. The USDA discovered
178 different pesticides on sample produce this year with
the residue persisting even after the produce was thor-
oughly washed. Strawberries topped the list with over 20
different pesticides, one of the main reasons I grow my
own strawberries and Alpine berries.

The cleanest and therefore the healthiest produce
included:

1. Corn

2. Avocadoes
3. Pineapples
4, Cabbage

S. Onions

6. Peas

7. Papaya

8. Asparagus
9. Mangoes
10. Eggplant
11. Honeydew Melons
12. Kiwis

13. Cantaloupe
14. Cauliflower
15. Grapefruit

OUR HOMES

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Alpine strawberries are a tangy snack.

Pesticide residues are extremely rare on “The Clean
15” so these are items that we can buy and serve without
worry.

Known as “the Dirty Dozen” here’s a list of the
worst produce culprits you can purchase:

1. Strawberries

Spinach
Nectarines
Apples
Peaches
Celery
Grapes
Pears
9. Cherries

10. Tomatoes

e N ol

11. Bell Peppers
12. Potatoes
Sadly, all of these fruits and vegetables are family
favorites and generally considered to be healthy. Luckily
we can easily grow all of these and if you don’t want to
grow your own, make sure to buy organic.

925-377-0977

Wednesday, May 17,2017

The fluorescent pink cornflags (gladiolus communis) are a favorite deer dinner.
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Cynthia Brian’s
Mid-month
Gardening Tips

« TUNE UP your irrigation system. Check for sprinklers that
aren’t working, bushes or fences that are blocking sprinkler heads,
broken pipes, clogged nozzles, leaky hoses and valves, and sprin-
Klers that are spraying driveways and walkways.
«  MULCH for water retention and weed prevention. Three
inches is recommended. Your soil will improve over time as well.
«  TAKE breaks while gardening to protect your back and knees.
«  PLANT summer blooming bulbs and seeds. There are over
100 different choices of bulbs and 200 perennials.
« IMPROVE memory, lower cancer risk, and promote your
heart health by planting a container of blueberries. Easy to grow as
a patio plant, one serving provides 25 percentof your daily Vitamin
C requirement.
«  WIN $50,000 for your Garden: As a judge in America’s Best
Gardener Contest. I encourage you to enter your best garden pho-
to. The top prize is $50,000. www.americasbestgardener.com.
Avoid decay and continue the harmony every day. Enjoy the
magic of May. Have a magnificent Memorial Day weekend, too!

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!

Cynthia B;ian loves gardening in May.
Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is a
New York Times best selling author, actor, radio
personality, speaker, media and writing coach as
well as the Founder and Executive Director of
Be the Star You Arel® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at www.
StarStyleRadio.com
Available for hire for any project.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
925-377-STAR

Drainage Systems

e Standing Water Problems
Eliminated

® Sump Pump Service, Repairs
& Replacement

* Drainage Inspections & Reports

® Retaining Walls

DRAINAGE

ARAIHWATER COMNTROL FEDE.

* Grading
., 925-944-5263
ﬂ -;Am [visa B sisass drainagepros.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION ‘ ,U E‘ RI DQ

IRRIGATION 6 t Q

DRAINAGE ﬁ

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS 510-847-6160
FENCES

e LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

PONDS BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM Lic# 818633

McDonnell & Nursery

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily




Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm

29 Via Callados

Romantic Sleepy Hollow “tree house”
Retreat. 3 bedrooms + office, 2.5

baths, approx. 2318 sq ft., on .62 acres.
Updated and light filled home with
soaring ceilings and skylights. Come see!

-
New Listing

1 Kittiwake Road

Exceptional allure Mid-century

3 bedroom, 3 bath home of great charm
& appeal. Lovely features of quality
redwood, floor to ceiling windows,
vaulted beam ceilings, views & nature at

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

e *ﬂu-. ;‘*

662 Moraga Way

Meticulously maintained 4 bed, 2.5 bath
with open kitchen with custom cabinets,
granite counters, high end appliances &
center island. Pool, hot tub, sport court,

synthetic lawn & expansive patios.

" : New Listing
11 Las Palomas
Modern light filled home set on knoll
providing exceptional privacy &
tranquility. Each bdrm is en-suite. Bonus
office/ 4th bdrm. Fabulous kitchen.
Special in/outdoor ambiance, valley

81,125,000 your doorstep. $1,225,000 31,249,000 views, level lawn. $1,365,000
ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

g

3 New Listing
411 Camino Sobrante
One of Orinda’s most charming &
distinctive homes set on Premier parcel
at El Sueno corner lot. Incredible “Old
World” charm in every rm. Easy access
to patios, yards for entertaining, family

fun. $1,750,000

i New Listing

2 Scenic Drive

Fabulous 3281 sq ft, Sbd/4ba two story
French country home in wonderful
close-in neighborhood. Exquisitely
renovated throughout. Private level 1/3
acre lot with expansive lawn, pathways,

& gardens. $2,089,000

ORINDA __

176 Camino Don Miguel
Magnificent custom built classic
traditional 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath home
viewing the 5th fairway of Orinda
Country Club. Beautiful lawns, gardens,

terraces.
$2,225,000

3 Gardiner Court

Fabulous apx. 5156sf executive retreat
nestled on gorgeous 1.2 acre w/spar-
kling pool, sport court, lawns, & views.
Kitchen adjoining family room w/French

doors open to veranda. 5 bdrms + office.
32,695,000

ORI

q

New Llstmg

- W
22 Van Tassel Lane
Quality crafted Mediterranean style with
ideal inside/ outside living spaces of
exceptional beauty. Over-sized rooms,
atrium, guest cottage, sauna, wine cellar,

pool & spa. Views!
$2,795,000

MORAGA

New Listing
365 Birchwood Drive
Spacious Single-Level home with
4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Eat-in Kitchen,
Sparkling Pool and Views. Close to trail,
park and shopping.

$1,395,000

i _ MORAGA

1031 Bollinger Canyon Road
Horse lover’s dream home! Rancho Dos
Rios is a 10.51 acre ranch with 3,432
sq.ft., 4bd, 2.5ba home, detached 4 car
gar. w/1,018 sq.ft. in-law apt., pool,

2 stall barn w/paddocks, 5,400 sq.ft.
arena, mare-motel. $1,995,000

LA ETTE

844 Santa Maria Way

Exceptional home in sought after “Trails
Neighborhood”. Apx. 4000 sq.ft.,

5 bdrms, 4 baths, “Chef’s” kitchen
adjoining family rm plus play/theater rm.
Seamless indoor/ outdoor living. Come

& enjoy! $2,700,000

CONCORD

1901 Meredith Court Beautiful
Rancher on quiet cul-de-sac. Pride of
ownership abounds. Fully remodeled
3 bedroom/ 3 bath with Bonus Detached
Office/ Studio. Fruit trees and garden
beds. Backs to Open Space.

$685,000

KENSINGTON WALNUT CREEK ~ WALNUT CREEK

New Listing

71 Rincon Road
Adorable 1950 Cottage,
apx. 1224 Sq. Ft., 3 Bedrooms,

2 New Baths, Hardwood Throughout,
Fresh Paint.

$895,000

d 3 New Listing
225 Mayhew Way #11
Spectacular townhome w/remodeled
kitchen, hardwood style flrs, beautiful
master bdrm & more. Short walk to

Trail & nearby BART. Assigned covered
parking space w/add’l guest parking,
community pool. $495,000

361 Shady Glen Road Walnut
Heights Treasure. Beaut. renovated in
2017. Single level, high ceilings, walls
of glass, detached bonus rm, fabulous

.74 acre private setting. Views, top W.C.

schools, Las Lomas High. Close to
downtown. 31,375,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505
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Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on [ Sunday Open Homes

llage

ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II
Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
Charles Levine
Erin Martin
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

n facebook.com/VillageAssociates

| twitter.com/villageassoc






