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Campo reaches semifinals of NorCal regional volleyball tournament
By Karl Buscheck

he Campolindo boys volleyball team

advanced all the way to the CIF NorCal
Division II regional semifinals before their
season came to an end in a 3-2 loss to No. 4
seed Saratoga on May 25 in Moraga.

For the Cougars, the defeat also brought
an end to the team’s 15-match win streak,
leaving the group with a final record of 31-4
overall and 11-0 in DAL play. Head coach
Dave Chen knew just the type of challenge
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the No. 1 seed Cougars were in for in the
NorCal championships, which pits the top
programs from around the region against
each other.

“The teams in the other sections have
been battle tested through their own regular
season and section playoff runs,” Chen ex-
plained. “They all pose matchup challenges
as each team has several top-caliber players
that have helped to bring them to this point.”

Campolindo had reached the NorCal
semifinals after blitzing the No. 8 seed Rio
Americano, 3-0, in Round 1 at home on May
23.

The squad had earned the No. 1 seed in
NorCals after charging through the regular
season and NCS. The DAL Foothill confer-
ence winners also claimed the No. | seed in
the NCS D II bracket on their way to secur-
ing the section title. The Cougars buzzed
through the NCS competition, winning 3-0,
3-1 and 3-1.

“The one seed is always an honor to get,”
Chen said. “It’s nice to be recognized and
that your regular-season accomplishments
garnered the top seed. However, regardless
of the top seed or not, the playoffs are a total-
ly different story. Every team seems to step
up their game a few more notches to a new
intensity (level) and focus. As the top seed,
the intensity level teams brought against us
was very high.”

For the Cougars, who ended the spring as
MaxPrep’s No. 39 team in the state, a pair of
senior leaders guided the group to the finals
stages of the NorCal regional tournament.

Zack Duffy was named a captain for his

ability to hold the team accountable on and
off the court, while Gage Worsley impressed
the coaching staff with his passionate yet
light-hearted approach.

“We all know how dominant of a player
he can be,” Chen said of Worsley. “But for all
of us behind the scenes, he has a way of com-
municating to all the players, new and old,
and being relatable to convey his message.”

While the Cougars played into the Nor-
Cals, Acalanes — the winners of the DAL
Valley Conference — made it to the semifinals
of the NCS D II tournament before bowing
out of the postseason.

The Dons, who were seeded second in
the competition, lost 3-2 to No. 3 seed Red-
wood (the team that would go on to lose to
Campolindo in the finals) on May 16 in La-
fayette.

Captained by the senior trio of Connor
McCarthy, Bijan Shahabi and Carter Smith,
the Dons arrived in the semifinals showdown
after flying past No. 10 Drake, 3-0, on May
13 in their home gym in Lafayette. Acalanes
ended the season with a 28-7 record overall
and a 10-0 mark in DAL Valley Conference

play.

Miramonte and Campolindo set to meet in NCS baseball semifinals

By Karl Buscheck
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In his 26 seasons in charge of the Mi-
ramonte baseball program, head coach
Vince Dell’ Aquila had never piloted an un-
defeated team.
That was, until this spring when the Mats

raced through the DAL Valley Conference
with a spotless 10-0 mark and entered the
NCS D III semifinals with a perfect 26-0 re-
cord.

Recognizing the gravity of what his team
was achieving, Dell’ Aquilla has made a point
— from the opening weeks of the seasons — to
make sure the Mats have been enjoying the
ride.

“I tell the guys after every game that I'm
really proud of them,” Dell’ Aquilla said. “It
seems like as we got started, every four or
five games, | “d be telling them that because
it really is amazing. We got to game eight,
game 12, game 16 and I knew that the pres-
sure was probably mounting on them. And
I just wanted them to know that I was re-
ally proud of them no matter what happened
next.”

Headlined by star pitchers Tim Tague
(senior) and Sam Liang (junior), the Valley
Conference winners entered the postseason
as the No. 1 seed. They proceed to dispatch
No. 16 Las Lomas, 5-2, in the opening round
on May 23 in Orinda and handle No. 8 Al-
bany, 12-3, on May 25 at home in the quar-

terfinals.

That set up a semifinals clash with neigh-
boring Campolindo (13-12 overall, 5-5 in
league), on May 30 in Orinda. The Cou-
gars, who are the No. 5 seed in the bracket,
opened up NCS by topping No. 12 Arcata,
7-6, at home on May 24, and edging past
No. 4 Kennedy, 7-6, in Fremont on May 27.
Head coach Max Luckhurst couldn’t point
to any particular players powering the club’s
postseason run, instead offering credit to the
roster at large.

“We don’t have the standout guy on the
mound. We don’t have the standout guy at
the plate,” Luckhurst said. “We’re just com-
peting. We just ask them to compete.”

As the final stages of the playoffs ap-
proach, Luckhurst is also asking his team to
have fun.

“Oh you get down to this. This is why
you play the 24 games (of the regular sea-
son),” Luckhurst said. “This is why you’ve
been practicing since February 6.”

While the Mats and Cougars are playing
in the D III bracket, the Dons took part in
the D I competition. Acalanes earned the No.

7 seed, exiting to No. 10 Berkeley, 2-1, in
Lafayette in the opening round on May 24.

For a Dons team anchored by senior out-
fielders Will Rembac and Daniel Kim, sim-
ply advancing to the top tier of NCS play was
far from a lock throughout the spring.

Playing in their first season at the D I lev-
el, Acalanes had the second-highest strength
of schedule rating in the section — behind
only De la Salle. The team also had to dig
its way out of a big hole after a slumberous
beginning to the spring.

“The most impressive part was that we
started the season off 4-9 and really looking
like we may not qualify for playoffs,” head
coach Justin Santich-Hughes said. “The fact
we finished 12-12 and alone in second place
in league speaks volumes to the character
this team has.”

“It could have been really easy to crum-
ble under the 4-9 start,” Santich-Hughes add-
ed. “But credit to kids on our team they just
kept working and that to me is what makes
the No. 7 seed impressive.”
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706 §
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.

JB Fence Company

Since 1990. Horizontal fences
our specialty. Retaining walls.
Gates. Lic. #675223 (510)339-6371

Windows & Gutters

e Fenguter

Tile Setting

Vickers Rain Gutter

Installation, repair,
roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1964, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount....free est...lic
677426. | do the work myself & take
prideinit....Ken 925-6867-8631

Painting

Counters

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,

Cliff 510-697-1125

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.

(925-285-0370) Don

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Ragtime Music, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, and Klezmer Music for your
club or private party Single act or
band. Eliot Kenin 800-965-1302
eliotkenin29@gmail.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

| House Cleaning |

Drainage Systems

Drainage Systems,
French Drains
925-930-8123. CALic #417323

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

reach 60,000+ with your ad

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

==+ Ken’s Rototilling
+ 4 \W/D Tractors
- « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height
Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com




