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Community service honored
Submitted by Dawn Brightbill

Service winners are joined by Acalanes Principal Travis Bell and College and Career Advisor

Ginger Jessop.

Acalanes High School honored its Com-
munity Service Award winners on
May 25. Seventy Acalanes students from
all grades received either the Acalanes Ser-

vice Award or President’s Volunteer Service
Award. These students provided over 4,300
hours of community service over the past 12
months.
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Getting healthy at Acalanes
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Acalanes High School held its first well-
ness Faire in April. There were booths
for all types of assistance in keeping youths
healthy and happy. There was even musical
accompaniment by Acalanes musicians. The
school hopes to make this successful event
an annual tradition.

Acalanes students take a spin on a stationary
cycle at the school’s first Wellness Faire.

Lafayette couple

from Atria

wins 90th birthday bash
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From left: Jenifer Noble, Engage Life director, Atria Park of Lafayette, Leo Morales, senior
executive director, Ania Lamsen, community business director (kneeling), Joan Wight (holding
check), Fleta Herb, senior community sales director, Kay Trail, community sales director.

Lafayette couple has been selected as

he winners in a contest that will allow
four generations of their family to join for a
90th birthday celebration this summer.

Bob and Joan Wight, residents at Atria
Park of Lafayette, were the top vote-getters
in the international Mother’s Day “Gifts of
Time” contest held by the Atria Senior Liv-
ing corporate office.

Contest participants shared ideas for
ways they would ideally choose to spend
time with their mother. Atria received dozens
of submissions from families across the U.S.
and Canada.

Submissions were then narrowed to a
field of five, posted on Facebook and put to

a public vote. Thousands of votes poured in,
with the Wight family edging out their com-
petition by a narrow margin. The couple will
use their winnings to help create a celebra-
tion for their 60 children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren together for their 90th
birthday celebration in August.

“The Wights are such a lovely and de-
serving couple, and we are thrilled that they
will be able to celebrate their 90th birthdays
with family members from across the coun-
try,” said Jenifer Noble, Engage Life direc-
tor at Atria Park of Lafayette. “I could not be
prouder to be a part of making this family’s
dream come to reality.”

Cyclists again embark on ‘Laura’s
Ride’ to fight breast cancer

Submitted by Rick Perez
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his month, Orinda’s Nick Bloisa, 70,
and friend Rick Perez , 69 —who maybe
should have better sense — will cycle from
Santa Monica, California to St. Augustine,

Florida as a fundraiser in memory of Laura
Bartron, a friend of Bloisa’s who succumbed
to breast cancer age of 45. Although her life
was far too short, Laura, who worked as a
Nutritionist at Renaissance, is well remem-
bered.

Called “Laura’s Ride,” the two men are

. determined to help fight breast cancer with
. an epic 3,000 mile bicycle adventure that

will cross the USA. They leave June 14.
Through this adventure, Laura’s Ride
will raise funds for the Danville based Laza-
rex Cancer Foundation in support of patients
fighting breast cancer and to help move

| breast cancer research forward. Their goal is

to raise $100,000. Lazarex is a one of a kind
non-profit that offers financial assistance di-
rectly to advanced stage cancer patients, en-
abling them to access potentially life-saving
treatments available through FDA clinical
trials.

For more information on the men’s ride,
visit www.laurasride.org.

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available
whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated
community service organizations to submit news and information
about their activities. Submissions may be sent to storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the

Community.
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storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Local Girl Scouts earn Gold Awards

By John T. Miller
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Left to right: Erica Stephan, Kyra Merryman, Kiera Crandall and Lauren Holloway

Four area Girl Scouts earned the pres-
tigious Gold Award just prior to their
graduation from high school. Kiera Crandall,
Lauren Holloway and Kyra Merryman of
Campolindo and Erica Stephan of Miramon-
te achieved the highest award bestowed upon
an outgoing Girl Scout.

One other area senior, Maria Wong of
Campolindo is working on completing her
project: “Awareness and Prevention of Sexu-
al Assault among Youth.”

The award — equivalent to the Eagle
Scout in Boys Scouts — represents an inde-
pendent project that will, according to their
website, “change the world, or at least your
corner of it, and solve a community problem,
not only in the short term but for years in the
future.”

The Gold Award must be done inde-
pendently and represent at least 80 hours of
work. An advisor from the host organization,
along with a Girl Scout advisor oversees the
activity, and a lengthy write-up of the pro-
gram is submitted at the project’s close. Only
about 3 percent of Girl Scouts nationally
complete the Gold Award.

Crandall wrote, directed and edited a set
of five videos for the “Character Counts” pro-
gram at Kimball Elementary in Antioch, a
school with a high percentage of children from
low-income families. She also created corre-
sponding activities for the program that teach-
ers can use for years to come to help model
appropriate behavior in social situations.

Her YouTube examples demonstrated
desired behaviors such as respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, trustworthiness, and citizen-
ship, and, whenever possible, she involved
the students in the process of filming the vid-
€0s.

Holloway developed “A Library for Con-
tra Costa Interfaith Housing,” a project she
hoped would “help the children who didn’t
like reading or who had trouble reading to
have a higher chance of success.”

She expanded on her previous experi-
ence through her church of working with
children at the CCIH in Concord to develop a
library for their afterschool program. “They
had some books,” she said, “but no library.”

She created a checkout system, organized
the books by age level, gathered about 300
new or gently used books, and started a book
club. Volunteers will keep up the checkout
system and continue the book club.
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Her project serves the Lakeside Apart-
ments, a low-income housing unit at the end
of the Monument Corridor, home to 124
households including 16 families with spe-
cial needs.

An interest in science prompted Krya
Merryman to develop a “Youth in Sci-
ence Program” at Wren Avenue Elementary
School in Concord. “T knew I wanted to do
something with education and youth,” she
said, “but I wasn’t sure what.”

The past summer spent at UCSD study-
ing marine biology accelerated her interest
in science, and working with the Students in
Action Club at Campolindo called attention
to community service, leading her to work at
the school where their science program was
severely underfunded.

Over the course of two months, she intro-
duced fourth and fifth grade students to six
different fields of science in their afterschool
program. “It was cool to see them work in a
new lab environment because they’d never
had a class like that,” said Merryman. She
organized the program so that volunteers can
continue to use the packets she developed to
work with the next group of students.

Erica Stephan expanded on her role as a
volunteer with the Aspire Education Project
where she worked one-on-one with disad-
vantaged students to improve academic per-
formance, created a garden, painted a mural,
and collected over 200 books for a “Head
Start on Learning” program in the Fruitvale
area of Oakland.

“Improving lives and providing equal
opportunities in education are very important
to me,” she said.

The garden is composed of mostly pe-
rennial plants, while the mural focuses on
healthy eating habits. The books will be-
come a permanent part of the library collec-
tion. Stephan plans to go back and see how
the garden is doing, but says, “It was made to
last without me.”

All of the students will be moving on, but
their projects were designed to be sustainable
and continue without them. Both Crandall
and Merryman plan on attending Diablo Val-
ley College before transferring to four-year
schools. Holloway will attend Loyola Mary-
mount in Southern California, and Stephan
will participate in a joint program with the
College of William and Mary in Virginia and
the University of St. Andrews in Scotland.

Share Your Celebrations and

Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a spe-
cial event or achievement, such as a wedding, engagement,
scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a spe-
cial person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo
along with your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lam-
orindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and Remem-

brances” in the subject line.



