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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Talking Dirt
By Cynthia Brian
You're not a realist unless you believe in miracles. ~Anwar Sadat
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E"" ia fes'tivity of Independence Day is

a time for people to gather, cel-
ebrate, travel, and spend treasured mo-
ments with family and friends. Picnics,
barbecues, swim parties, parades, con-
certs, and, of course, fireworks are the
highlights of the Fourth. As homeown-
ers prepare their patios, porches and
backyards for the forthcoming celebra-
tions of the summer season, I've been
busy consulting with clients on how to
improve their landscaping.

The number one problem in the
gardens that I visit is the quality of the
soil. Long ago my Daddy told me there
is a difference between dirt and soil. We
can be dirt rich and soil poor. Unfortu-
nately, many gardens are filled with lots
of dirt and very poor soil.

Mother Nature is a miracle work-
er, yet it’s up to those of us who till to
create the vision and set the groundwork
for her to do her real work. In order to
grow a healthy and beautiful garden, the
richness of our soil is paramount. Justas
we wouldn’t build a house without first
constructing a solid foundation, we can’t
plant a garden unless healthy soil is in
place. Over the years, times of droughts
h ’ or seasons of heavy rainfall deplete the
L pifntl O nutrients in our soil.

Star jasmine cascading over a rock border gives dimension to a garden. Photos Cynthia Brian ... continued on page D12



55 Donna Maria Way, Open Sunday |-4pm
Stunning inside and out! Walk to schools! $2,950,000

SANDERS RANCH - MORAGA
Spectacular double lot estate property. Main house,

guest house, pool house, irrigated with well water.
New Price $3,050,000

" 4 '
GLENN & KELLIE BEAUBELLE
925.254.1212
TheBeaubelleGroup.com
for more pictures and information
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Lastreported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 16 $689,000 $3,830,000
MORAGA 3 $1,150,000 $2,000,000
ORINDA 16 $425,000 $3,900,000
Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
LAFAYETTE

989 Carol Lane, $1,125,000, S Bdrms, 2235 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 5-30-17;
Previous Sale: $290,000, 09-19-96

391 Castello Road, $920,000, 3 Bdrms, 1286 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 5-30-17

1018 Dyer Drive, $820,000, 2 Bdrms, 1164 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-23-17

4111 Hidden Valley Road, $895,000, 3 Bdrms, 1352 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 5-25-17;
Previous Sale: $32,500, 05-21-71

3398 La Caminita, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2630 SqFt, 1930 YrBlt, 5-23-17;
Previous Sale: $880,000, 01-20-06

847 Las Trampas Road, $1,185,000, 4 Bdrms, 1921 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 5-26-17;
Previous Sale: $775,000, 07-22-11

1042 Leland Drive, $910,000, 3 Bdrms, 1582 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 5-25-17

561 Morecroft Road, $1,775,000, 5 Bdrms, 3338 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 5-30-17;
Previous Sale: $1,330,000, 10-28-09

628 North Silverado Drive, $1,210,000, 3 Bdrms, 2135 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 5-26-17

888 Paradise Court, $1,075,000, 3 Bdrms, 2560 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 5-31-17;
Previous Sale: $217,000, 10-24-86

529 Silverado Drive, $1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 2044 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 5-25-17;
Previous Sale: $439,000, 06-24-92

595 Silverado Drive, $1,615,000, 4 Bdrms, 2620 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 5-24-17

627 St. Marys Road, $980,000, 3 Bdrms, 1549 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 5-31-17;
Previous Sale: $278,000, 10-28-93

3744 Sundale Road, $689,000, 2 Bdrms, 771 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-22-17;
Previous Sale: $382,000, 11-08-13

1201 Upper Happy Valley Road, $3,830,000, S Bdrms, 4956 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt,
§5-25-17; Previous Sale: $2,837,500, 09-15-10

3385 Woodview Drive, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2575 SqFt, 1977 YiBlt, 5-25-17;
Previous Sale: $1,090,000, 12-11-07

MORAGA

1084 Baitx Drive, $1,775,000, 2 Bdrms, 2596 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 5-31-17;
Previous Sale: $1,135,000, 01-25-16

1324 Rimer Drive, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 1840 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 5-31-17

2180 Sky View Court, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 4433 SqFt, 1996 YiBlt, 5-31-17;

Previous Sale: $748,000, 02-14-97 ... continued on page D10
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NEW LISTING!

3540 Springhill Road, Lafayette

Offered at $4,500,000
www.3540Springhill.com

This exquisite one-of-a-kind classic farmhouse exudes all the charm and ambiance of country living, while boasting

all the modern conveniences and amenities the most discerning homeowner expects in a home of this magnitude.

With a breathtakingly warm and inviting interior and precise attention to quality craftsmanship, this timeless

masterpiece integrates elegantly with a spectacular 0.88+ acre outdoor paradise ... complete with an enchantingly
beautiful guest house, huge flat yard and a lovely pool ... in a perfect Lafayette location. Simply magical!

Chris Swim

SWle BRE #: 00943989

925.766.1447
Chris@ChrisSwim.com
ChrisSwim.com

Tracy Keaton

BRE #: 01051349
925.766.1136 PACI FIC
Tracy@TracyKeaton.com U N ION

TracyKeaton.com INTERNATIONAL

License #: 01866771

Chris Swirm & Tracy' Keaton
GENUINE REAL ESTATE EXPERTISE

www.ChrisSwim.com

28 Dos Encinas, Orinda 1982 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette
5 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, 2 half bathrooms | 3042+ sq.ft. | Flat park like .85% acre Home completed 2001 | Main house is 4000+ sq. ft. | 4 Bedrooms and 4.5 Bathrooms Guest
Hardwood floor, wood beam ceilings and walls of windows | Private and inviting pool house is 750+ sq. ft. | 1.12% acre lot | 3-car garage is 770% sq. ft. | Stunning European-style
for summer time fun | Large deck perfect for entertaining manor with exquisite finishes | State of the Art smart-house systems | Incredible grounds
New Price | $1,595,000 New Price | $2,995,000

Kurt Piper PACIFIC
925.818.8000 UNION

Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
KurtPiperGroup.com INTERNATIONAL

License #: 01130308 KURT PIPER GROUP License # 01866771
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Spring home sales bloom in Lamorinda

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T

Hames Closed
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year over year closed sale activity on the residential side of Lamorinda real
estate. Supply continued to be low, pending were sales up, and the average
sales price remained high in Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics reported from April 1
through June 30, 2017, 114 single family homes closed in Lafayette. This was an
increase from the 89 single family homes closed in the same period one year ago.
Sales prices ranged from $740,000 to “$6.3 million and the average number of days
on market was 19. In the year ago second quarter it was also 19 days, the same
as in 2014 and 201S. The average sales price was $1,684,206 up from a year ago
when it was $1,548,262. In the second quarter of 2015 it was $1,670,209. In the
second quarter of 2014 it was $1,396,941. Previous second quarter averages were
$1,226,216 for 2013 and 2012 when it was $1,053,173.

In Moraga the number of single-family closings was 52, an increase of 10 from
the year-ago period. Prices ranged from $725,000 to $2,650,000. The average sale
price was $1,401,392 which was an increase from $1,316,655 in the second quarter
0f2016. In 20135 it was $1,368,425. In 2014 it was $1,301,236 for the same period
and $1,144,668 in 2013 and $983,78S in 2012. The average marketing time was
down slightly to 27 from 31 days a year ago.

In Orinda, the number of single-family closings was at 84, an increase from the

T he second quarter of 2017 was again seasonally strong with an increase in

I -hh
second quarter of 2016 when it was 74. Sales prices ranged from $885,000 to $3.9
million with an average price of $1,723,552. A year ago it was $1,584,174. In the
spring of 2015 it was $1,532,761. In the same period in 2014 it was $1,434,930. The
2013 average was $1,282,236. It took an average of just 18 days on the market to sell
which was a little higher than the 15 days on the market a year ago.

The average sales price figures in all three communities were the highest for any
quarter ever.

In the quarter ending June 30, on an average price per square foot basis, La-
fayette detached single-family homes sold at $660 per square foot versus $598 per
square foot in 2016. It was $594 in 2015. It was $537 per square foot in the second
quarter of 2014 and $495 per square foot in the same time in 2013. Moraga homes
sold for $588 per square foot this last quarter and Orinda was at $626.18. In 2016,
in the same calendar quarter, these amounts were $566 and $600 respectively.

In Lafayette, the average sales price was 102.7 percent of the final asking price,
the same as last spring. In Moraga it was 102.4 percent and in Orinda it was 103.3
percent.

In the condominium/town home category, Lafayette had five resale clos-
ings between $689,000 and $860,000, Moraga had 17 ranging from $350,000 to

$952,500 and Orinda had three that ranged from $425,000 to “$1 million.
... continued on page D8

Corrections

In the June 14 issue of the Lamorinda Weekly, David Mazaika was improperly identified in the article “Where there’s smoke there’s barbecue.”
In the July 12 article “Outdoor living, great schools, and accessibility keep Lamorinda real estate hot,” realtor Jim Colhoun’s name was misspelled.

The Lamorinda Weekly regrets the errors.
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Lvonything renovated
EXCEPT FOR THE VIEWS

90 Hillcrest Drive, Orinda
+2129 Sq. Ft. - 4 bedrooms - 2 baths - .37 Acres

|

Charming Glorietta remodel with Awesome views of Mt. Diablo in the heart of Orinda! Extensively and thought- $1,460,000

fully remodeled throughout, with Canadian Maple Hardwoods, New Anderson Windows, stainless steel appliances, ~ Open House Sunday 7/16/17 1-4pm
spacious bedrooms, marble counter tops, smooth walls all new decking and landscaping and more. Open floor plan

with fabulous indoor / outdoor flow for both family and friends to enjoy the views and wonderful California living.

www.90hillcrestdr.com

Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT
93 Moraga Way
Suite 103

. . . Orinda, CA 94563

AMYROSESMITH  &imcamosninen
Web: www.amyrosesmith.com

Web: www.iloveorinda.com
CalBRE: #01855959
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JUST LISTED in Happy Valley Glen! 1200 Glen Road, Lafayette

Linda Ehrich Ashley Battersby
925-698-1452 925-323-9955
a { : linda@lindaehrich.com ashley@ashleybattersby.com
ABSDEIATES BRE# 01330298 BRE# 01407784

L 1 I:"'iT.ln'II

E www.ashleybattersby.com
www.lindaehrich.com

@ashleybattershyhome

5 Bedrooms | 5 Baths | L|brary | Bonus Room
3653 sq ft* | 1.10 +/- Acre*

e Attached Apartment/In-law/Au-Pair includes

¢ Updated Kitchen with Stainless Appliances

e En Suite Library with Built-in Book Shelves 1 Bedroom/1Bath (above), Full Kitchen and Spacious
e Vaulted Ceilings, Walls of Glass Living/Dining Room and Separate Entrance

e Spacious Rooms, Open Floor Plan e Close to BART and Freeway, Easy Access to Town

e Newly refinished Hardwood Floors e 12 Years of Top-Rated Schools

e Lovely Views of Surrounding Hills and Lafayette Reservoir o Desirable Happy Valley Glen Neighborhood

*per Public Records




//NEW LISTING

3564 Silver Springs Road, Lafayette
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A home that
flows, Inside
and out.

This desirable floor plan
promotes an effortless flow for
entertaining, all easily
connecting with the outdoors
and catered by a tremendous
chef's kitchen,

At a Glance
- Whole-home renovation completed in 2014
Sought-after Silver Springs neighborhood just
one-half mile to acclaimed schools
Design by renowned Sutro Architects
Interior design by Culture Interiors
One level with 5 bedrooms and 4.5 baths
Approximately 4,035 sq. ft of living space
Finished 2-car garage with electric charger
Professionally landscaped with seasonal color
year-round
Pool and spa, fire pit terrace, and custom play
house
Exceptionally private creekside lot of approxi-
mately 0.77 acre
Well for irrigation
Highly regarded Lafayette schools

//EXCLUSIVELY OFFERED BY SUE LAYNG AT $2,995,000

Sue Layng
// BROKER

Sue

925.963.7189

BRE# 000970956

sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
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Spring home sales bloom in Lamorinda

... continued from page D4

As of July 7, 2017, there were 97 homes under contract in the MLS in the three
communities combined with asking prices of $419,000 to $4,995,000. A year ago
there were 71 homes under contract per the MLS in the three communities com-
bined with asking prices of $435,000 to $3,625,000. It should be pointed out that
there is only one “Potential Short Sale” that is currently pending and subject to lend-
er approval. At this same time a year ago there were none. There are no pending REO
(bank owned) sales.

This is due to property values continuing to increase versus four years ago and
many of those sellers are no longer “under water” or have been able to refinance their
homes and are no longer at the point of foreclosure.

Inventory, however, remains low. There are 118 properties on the market and
a year ago there were 107 available properties in the three communities combined.
Two years ago there were 110. This is quite a change from July, 2011 when the inven-
tory was at 219 homes.

There are “only” 50 properties on the market in Lafayette — about the same as
the 44 at this same time a year ago. Asking prices in Lafayette currently range from
$699,000 to “$25 million. In Moraga, buyers have their choice of 27 homes or con-
dominiums listed between $399,000 and $3,050,000. A year ago at this time there
were 18. So supply is up in Moraga.

In Orinda there are 41, nearly the same as the 45 on the market at the same time
a'year ago. The list prices range from $875,000 to $16.5 million.

There are no bank-owned or short sales currently in the MLS available in any of
the three communities.

At the high end, 54 homes sold above $2 million in the three communities com-
bined. A year ago there were 25. There are 40 currently available above this amount
in the three communities combined.

Interest rates continue to be at very attractive levels and many corporations have ex-
panded their businesses and continue to relocate families both into and out of the area.

Lastly, it is important to look at what homes are selling for versus their list prices.

YOUR REAL ESTATE DREAM IS MY PASSION
Shiva Jafarzadeh

Broker Associate | Global Real Estate Advisor
Realtor® | CalBRE #01507290

925.876.2290 c | shiva.j@sir.com

Call For A Confidential Home Evaluation or to
Discuss Your Real Estate Needs.

HomesbyShiva.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Bay | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Invantory (n July

Often homes come on the market at unrealistic prices, and they do not sell, but in the
second quarter of this year many homes have had multiple offers and have sold at or
above the list price.

We are also seeing many buyers having to make offers without the traditional
contingencies of obtaining financing or having a home appraise or even having the
home inspected. Many sellers are now opting to obtain presale inspections in order
to understand the condition of their homes and to also prevent a buyer from trying
to renegotiate a lower price or repairs.

Of the 114 single-family sales that closed in Lafayette in the second quarter of
2017, 79 sold at or above the final list price.

In Moraga, 36 of the 52 sales were at or above the asking price and in Orinda, 60
of the 84 sold at or above the final listing price.

Your connection to Tahoc

Neil Morse
C:530-448-1944

neilcmorse@gmail.com
CalBRE CA #0127947, NV #0170054

rpe e e
Contact Neil Morse to help you
with Tahoe property.

H!lllh't*:. B

View properties at: www.tahoeproperties.com
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Park-like Setting and One Level Living in the Coveted and Convenient Glorietta Neighborhood!!

173 GLORIETTA BOULEVARD , ORINDA | 3 BEDS | 2BATHS | 1296 sQ. FT. | .75 ACRE

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4PM % L“?"I ’;\;&
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Big Spaces in Special Glorietta Location ! Ideal for Large Family or Rental Income Opportunity!

32 HEATHER LANE , ORINDA | 6 BEDS | 4.5BATHS | 3904 sQ. F1. | .80 ACRE

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

BLUXURY

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com




Knowledgeable | Professional | Reliable | Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537

PACIFIC
IJHI{]H

NTERNATIONAL

ALAIN PINEL ORINDA IS PROUD TO
ANNOUNCE OUR ASSOCIATION WITH

DANA FILLINGER

Dana has been helping
clients buy and sell
homes in Lamorinda
since 2006. She brings
a wealth of knowledge
as a Lafayette native.

DANA FILLINGER
License # 01731662

DIRECT: 925.588.6409
dfillinger@apr.com
danafillinger.com

A
A=
ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

LUXURY PORT/6LIO

INTERNATIONAL®
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

... continued from page D2

ORINDA

2 Berrybrook Hollow, $2,625,000, 5 Bdrms, 4505 SqFt, 2005 YrBlt, 5-31-17;
Previous Sale: $54,500, 12-01-95

73 Brookwood Road #49, $425,000, 1 Bdrms, 673 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 5-30-17;
Previous Sale: $291,000, 08-05-14

80 Davis Road, $550,000, 3 Bdrms, 1996 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 5-31-17;
Previous Sale: $550,000, 02-29-16

16 East Altarinda Drive, $1,615,000, 3 Bdrms, 2577 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 5-31-17;
Previous Sale: $1,525,000, 02-19-14

286 Glorietta Boulevard, $1,099,000, 2 Bdrms, 1397 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 5-25-17;
Previous Sale: $527,500, 03-14-02

238 Hall Drive, $945,000, 3 Bdrms, 1735 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 5-30-17

228 Longview Terrace, $1,165,000, 3 Bdrms, 2130 SqFt, 1950 YrBIt, 5-31-17;
Previous Sale: $750,000, 09-19-03

5 Meadow Park Court, $1,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2167 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 5-22-17;
Previous Sale: $716,000, 06-18-03

24 Moraga Via, $2,530,000, 4 Bdrms, 3593 SqFt, 2000 YrBlt, 5-31-17;
Previous Sale: $2,200,000, 05-14-04

70 Moraga Via, $1,735,000, 4 Bdrms, 2659 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 5-24-17;
Previous Sale: $1,385,000, 06-08-10

27 Orinda View Road, $3,900,000, S Bdrms, 5159 SqFt, 2012 YrBlt, 5-26-17;
Previous Sale: $3,425,000, 05-15-13

5 Owl Hill Court, $2,675,000, 4 Bdrms, 4699 SqFt, 2007 YrBlt, 5-25-17;
Previous Sale: $400,000, 05-26-93

246 Sundown Terrace, $2,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 3948 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 5-30-17;
Previous Sale: $2,415,000, 02-03-06

48 Tappan Lane, $1,179,000, 3 Bdrms, 1698 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 5-24-17;
Previous Sale: $1,055,000, 03-23-05

208 The Knoll, $950,000, 2 Bdrms, 2116 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 5-22-17;
Previous Sale: $855,000, 04-29-14

18 Via Hermosa, $1,255,000, 2 Bdrms, 1544 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 5-22-17

Drainage Systems

e Standing Water Problems
Eliminated

® Sump Pump Service, Repairs
& Replacement

[
* Drainage Inspections & Reports DEA' NA&E

® Retaining Walls RAINWATER CONTROL PROS

¢ Grading
6 2 s B 5 e

A+ rated
—




Melanie Snow | CAL BRE# 00878893
New Web Site! www.MelanieSnow.com

#1 INDIVIDUAL AGENT, ORINDA OFFICE 2016

25% OFF Boxes & Packing Supplies
at SA Remt-A
+ Our gift for Dads & Grads

Toso] B Light?
i prer M

v erGrad while
K supplies |ast

=

We've gnt specialized packing SI..'pPh{'.'S for unique needs!

Weve many sires i boxes = Furniture Covers = Compartmeniteed
boxes for fragile items * New: Quilied Furniture Pads = Eleciromics
Boxes * Dish Packs = Fumniture Wrap = Tape * Bubble Wrap
= Marking Pens * File Boxes with Lids * Plus storage space for it all
Spocal Discow Praces on Bowes £ packing sigypdies expire June 30, 2007

v s o Socel Miodks £ K7 s ki e we e oo
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/ LA CINTILLA, ORINDA

Built in 2007 with great attention to detail, this home contains a
thoughtful, well-appointed 4 bedroom, 4 bathroom floorplan with all
the modern amenities you might expect in a luxury home, including
extensive quality millwork, Brazilian cherry hardwood floors, an
open floor plan, dramatic, large light filled rooms and tall ceilings.

A Chef's kitchen entirely open to a huge family room, with an
amazing flow through double French doors which open up to a
Connecticut Bluestone patio and backyard. Enjoy the scenic privacy
and serene, expansive, approximate 1.5 acres. Plenty of room to
roam with beautiful views.

Located in the coveted Country Club neighborhood, this superb
home is in the award-winning Sleepy Hollow district. It takes just
minutes to downtown, transportation, and BART.

Price: $2,795,000

| Cell:925.360.0344 | Melanie.Snow@camoves.com ~Jl.lll

IE"I
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+55 ACTIVE ARDULT GATED COMMUNITY

Visit and Talk to Your Rossmoor Spe IJJIHt

Sue DiMaggio Adams Kathie DiMaggio Stein
suercaléaol.com L:ilhml" kathiestein.com
925-207-9212 §25-699. hlJH

KEE al HHE =

Your Dreams into an / ~.r.r|r1_"_-?'-.
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Talking Dirt
... continued from page D1

When our fruit trees are not producing or our flowers aren’t blooming we ques-
tion why this is happening. My first response is to gaze at the ground. When was
the last time you added compost? Do you mulch regularly and fertilize when
needed? Have you had your soil tested? Do you need to purchase clean soil?

I am a big proponent of having new fresh enriched soil delivered every few
years to enhance the condition of the dirt. Home gardeners can have their dirt
tested for a fee from a variety of labs across the United States to find out about
the physical contents, contaminants and chemicals. With this information,
you'll be able to optimize the growth of your plants and diagnosis any soil-relat-
ed issues. Here is a sampling of places in California that you can contact. Visit
their websites for more information or call to find out what is required.

A & L Western Laboratories, Inc. Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery

Modesto, CA 95351 Sebastopol, CA 95472
www.al-labs-west.com www.harmonyfarm.com

209-529-4080 707-823-9125

Control Laboratories Peaceful Valley Farm and Garden Supply
Watsonville, CA 95076 Grass Valley, CA 95945
www.compostlab.com www.groworganic.com/soil-health.html

831-724-5422
Soil and Plant Laboratory, Inc.

Dellavalle Laboratory, Inc. San Jose, CA 95128
Fresno, CA 93728 www.soilandplantlaboratory.com
www.dellavallelab.com 408-727-0330

800-228-9896

Fruit Growers Laboratory, Inc.
Stockton, CA 95215
www.fglinc.com
209-942-0182

Test results of soil samples may indicate an excess of salts, improper nutrient
levels, too high or low pH, or problems with the soil itself. With the guidance
provided by soil testing, gardeners will be able to fertilize properly and amend
your dirt, creating the soil for optimum growing.
Dig in the dirt! Amend the soil. Miracles will appear.
... continued on page D14

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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it’s April
in Lamorinda for Real Estate

Coming Soon: 5 Estates Drive, Orinda

Glorietta Classic
Traditional and
Close to Town
4 Bedrooms
3 Baths
Approximately
2,630 SQFT
.44 Acre

Warm hardwood
floors, spacious
living, dining and
family rooms,
oversized bedrooms.
Master retreat is light
filled and delightful!

Call for Price

April Matthews \ﬁ

Cell: 925.200.0773

aprilmat@comcast.net EIUXURY

CalBRE# 01221153

It’s April in Lamorinda for Real Estate
www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

BRYDONSIVES

REaL ESTATE TEAM

Tinil Neighborhood Charmer

862 Birdhaven Court, Lafayette

Nestled on a delightful tree-lined street in the much sought after Trail
Neighborhood, sits this picturesque home with storybook appeal. This
charming 4BD/2BA, 1,986+/- sq. ft. home enjoys hardwood floors,
lovely living & family rooms, a formal dining area & an eat-in kitchen.
The sprawling level .24+/- acre yard is a paradise with endless
possibilities. Fall in love with this home in the heart of Lafayette, close to
downtown shops & dining, BART, freeway access, the trail & Lafayette’s
highly regarded schools.

862BirdhavenCourt.com | $1,395,000

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi lves 925.788.8345

CalBRE#: 01408025 www.BrydonlvesTeam.com
ColbRE#: 01367466 BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com ALAINTINED
N T T ——
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Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Gardening GQuide

HARVEST garlic. Dig the heads out with a spade. Don’t just
pull on the stems. Move the garlic out of sunlight immediately
to a shady, dry area such as a porch or a garage where circula-
tion is good. (My garage smells like a delicious Italian kitch-
en!) Garlic cures best with the leaves on. Don’t wash your gar-
lic or scrape the dirt off of the bulb. Either lay flat or gather
the stems into bunches to hang upside down to dry. Braiding
works with softneck garlic. Curing will allow you to enjoy your
garlic into winter. You can eat the garlic immediately as well.
Save a few of your biggest heads to use as seed garlic for plant-

ing in the fall.

PLAY alawn game that is new to you. How about the beanbag
toss game or the ring toss similar to horseshoes called Quoit? If
you are not too adventurous, stick to croquet and bocce!

PROLONG the life of lemons by filling a jar with water, add-
ing the citrus, and covering tightly. The fruit will last longer
than in the refrigerator and the jar makes a pretty counter dis-
play. Limes work the same except they require refrigeration.

REHYDRATE wilted vegetables by placing them for 15 min-
utes in a large bowl of cold water.

PICK carrots at their prime when they are still young, thin and
sweet. The bigger they get, the stringier and tougher. Carrots
don’t need to be peeled. Scrub and go.

GATHER seeds from faded nasturtiums and four oclocks to
replant wherever you want more plants. Nasturtiums are beau-
tiful cascading over a retaining wall or climbing a trellis while
four o'clocks open their blooms in the afternoon at - surprise

-4 p.m. daily.

CUT rose rosettes to dry for a fragrant and elegant potpourri
display.

WATCH for butterflies, especially yellow swallowtails. They
are so intent on the flowers that they appear unafraid of the
camera lens.

PICK plums and prunes. Large crops may cause branches to
break. Food banks welcome fresh fruit when you have extra.

ENJOY the bounty of fruits and flowering trees and shrubs of
July.

SWIM and have fun in the sun this summer. Don’t forget your
sunscreen!

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!

Yellow plums Drying roses for potpourri is easy.
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Cynthia Brian with her favorite fragrant lily-Lillium Speciosum

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is a New York
Times best selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You
Arel® 501 c3.

Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show at www.
StarStyleRadio.com

Her new book, Growing with the Goddess Gardener
will be available soon!

Hire Cynthia for your next project,
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

925-377-STAR

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

510-847-6160

LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

BLUE JAY FELDMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR W

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

Get Out & Stay Out! 2

F

Let Garden Lights Landscape Development give you good reasonto “Get Out and Stay Out” this summer.

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 * www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

-
-

McDonnell \@ Nursery

N -

family owned since 1933 )

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts  Jewelry
Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily




Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm

51 Valencia Road Magical home
& setting wi/stylish updates, spacious
& open floor-plan & wonderful in/

out living. Enjoy wood floors, updated
kitchen & baths, & numerous upgrades.
Convenient to town, schools, BART.

$1,325,000

-~ “ New Listung
90 Hillcrest Drive Charming
remodel with awesome views on a
favorite Glorietta street in heart of
Orinda! Canadian maple hardwoods,

Anderson windows, stainless steel

appliances, marble counter tops, all new
decking & landscaping. ~ $1,460,000

ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

429 El Toyonal Located in the
Orinda hills amongst the trees, this
private home is near trails, open space &
a short distance to Tilden Park. Updated
kitchen, French doors to balconies,
hrdwd flrs thruout, built-ins, .92 acre.
$1,585,000

~ New Listing

188 Hall Drlve Beautiful
Craftsman style single level home on
private 1 acre. Natural wood vaulted
ceilings, walls of windows & spacious
open floor plan. 4 beds, 3 baths in apx.

2548 sq. ft., hardwood floors, large
level patio & lawn. $1,650,000

ORINDA

5 Hllary Way Beautlful apx.

2854 sq. ft. home, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths.
Highlights include updated kitchen
with stainless appliances. Close to
elementary school and Rim Trail.

$1,695,000

ORINDA

New Listing
12 Crestview Court Contemporary
inspired home on priv. cul de sac with
pano. views of Orinda hills. Spacious
home, 2 master suites, family rm/kitchen
combo. Pool, pool house & full size

water slide. Easy commute to BART,
schools. $1,785,000

ORINDA

9 Las Piedras Gorgeous recently
remodeled gated estate, minutes from
downtown Orinda. Apx. 3,850 sq. ft.
custom 5bd/3ba home on .48 park like
acres. Level lawn, pool, views of Briones
Reservoir, Mt. Diablo.

$1,795,000

ORINDA

EEEY

22 Van Tassel Lane Quality
crafted 5bd/4.5ba Mediterranean style
w/ideal inside/ outside living spaces.
Over-sized rooms offer great light &
elegant spaces to entertain. Atrium, guest
cottage, sauna, wine cellar, pool & spa.

$2,585,000

ORINDA

160 Camino Don Miguel  One of
a kind estate overlooking Orinda Country
Club. Rebuilt from the ground up in

1996 by the finest craftsmen to preserve
the original elements of the home. Resort
quality pool & spa, gardens, views &

ORINDA

=

10 Winding Lane A tasteful estate
situated up a winding lane of 8.6 acres.
3 main structures of apx. 23,422 sq.ft.
with Main Residence, Carriage House &
Sports Complex. Handcrafted features
well beyond the norm.

MORAGA

- Pending
102 Brookline Street
Modern elegance, vaulted ceilings,
custom finishes & abundant light are
some of the wonderful features of this
detached 3 bedroom, 2 bath, apx. 2098
sq. ft. renovated Moraga Country Club

TTE

3564 Silver Springs Road Sought
after Silver Springs neighborhood!
Totally remodeled in 2014 with
outstanding quality and taste this apx.
4025 sq. ft. 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath with
a.77 level lot is a must see and a dream

guest house. $4,950,000 $16,500,000 home. $1,165,000 come true. $2,995,000
KENSINGTON _ SA RAMON _ WALNUT CREEK

——

115 Bando Court

Spacious 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home,
new kitchen, updated baths,
hardwood floors, sparkling pool

on cul-de-sac.

$1,685,000

71 ncon Road

Adorable 1950 Cottage,

apx. 1224 Sq. Ft., 3 Bedrooms,
2 New Baths, Hardwood Throughout,
Fresh Paint.

$940,000

- New Listing
110 Montclair Place
3 bedroom, 2 bath home,
apx. 1479 sq. ft. situated on an
apx. 7000 sq. ft. lot in prime location!

$829,000

- -
1121 Studebaker Road Live in
the heart of Walnut Creek’s charming
Saranap neighborhood. Apx. 1922
sq. ft. home with 4 bedrooms, 2 baths
and office. Expansive yard with pool.
Great commute location with Lafayette

$959,500

schools.

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

. . . . . T o~ TN
Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on | Sunday Open Homes
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THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S. Friedman
Marianne Greene
Dexter Honens II
Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
Charles Levine
Erin Martin
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker
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