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Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event 
or achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or 
graduation of a local resident, or about a special person from Lam-
orinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 250 
words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebra-
tions and Remembrances” in the subject line.

MODEL HOME NOW OPEN. RESERVE NOW TO
RECEIVE LIMITED-TIME BENEFITS.

Your place in Walnut Creek - now you can see (and reserve it) for yourself
at the Viamonte Preview Center. Opening in 2020, Viamonte will place you

at the intersection of nature and culture, serenity and vitality, creative
cuisine and cosmopolitan shopping. Adjoining The Orchards, a walkable community 

of shops, restaurants and tree-lined walkways in sight of Mt. Diablo,
Viamonte is now accepting refundable deposits on a limited number of

architecturally distinctive residences.

see the future. seize the moment.

Viamonte at Walnut Creek is a creative collaboration from the team that brings you the well-established Continuing Care Retirement Communities of 
The Tamalpais, The Sequoias San Francisco, and The Sequoias Portola Valley. Viamonte Senior Living is a California nonprofit public benefit corporation
and has sole financial responsibility for the development and operation of Viamonte at Walnut Creek. Benefits applicable to new appointments.

DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING IN WALNUT CREEK •  OPENING 2020

CALL TODAY TO VISIT OUR
PREVIEW CENTER: 925-266-3633

165 LENNON LN, SUITE 105  •  WALNUT CREEK, CA 94598
VIAMONTELIVING.ORG

Moragan runs half  marathon to take  
Global Healing to its next phase
By Sophie Braccini

Doctor John Donnelly has never 
been afraid to reinvent himself 

in order to achieve what he believes 
is the right thing. 
 The Moraga resident was an 
immunologist who conducted re-
search for most of his career until 
he decided to cross the divide and 
work for nonprofi t organizations. 
He now presides over Global Heal-
ing, a Berkeley-based nonprofi t 
that aims at training and empower-
ing health practitioners in countries 
that lack suffi cient medical fund-
ing, especially those working with 
mothers and their young children. 
He will run the San Francisco half-
marathon on July 23 to raise funds 
for his organization.
 Donnelly portrays himself as 
a serial retiree, a polite way to say 
that he quit some of his former 
employers. He retired from Merck 
before joining Chiron and retired 
again after it was purchased by 
Novartis. He then joined his fi rst 
nonprofi t, Path, a 40-year-old or-
ganization that provides services to 
mothers and children in countries 
that most need it. Donnelly nego-
tiated contracts with large founda-
tions such as the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation to organize the 
low cost production of vaccines 
for children in these countries. He 
explains that pharmaceuticals now 
are more inclined at producing and 
commercializing drugs at full price 
in rich countries and low cost iden-

tical ones in poorer countries at 
the same time. Donnelly loved the 
work at Path, but after a few years, 
the intense necessary travel started 
to be too much, so he retired again.
 He was then approached by 
Global Healing, which has been in 
existence for 20 years, and needed 
a new president.
 In spite of his reserved nature, 
Donnelly speaks of Global Healing 
with passion. The goal of Global 
Healing is to make sure that moth-
ers and children get the best quality 
health care in their country, pro-
vided by local skilled healthcare 
professionals. Donnelly explains 
that in many poor countries as the 
standard of living increases the ba-
sic medical needs are taken care of, 
such as vaccines and contraception. 
But when people get really sick, 
doctors do not have the latest train-
ing and equipment that will allow 
them to save their patients. 
 Donnelly gives the example of 
Vietnam’s main pediatric hospital 
where Global Healing works in the 
pediatric Intensive Care Unit. He 
has traveled to the country several 
times and formed ties with many 
people there. He is acutely aware 
of the diffi culties people still face 
to get medical treatment. It can 
take 16 hours to reach the national 
hospital for a very sick child who 
needs advanced treatment. Vietnam 
does have a rapidly growing econ-
omy, but big divides exist between 

regions.
 Donnelly explains that Viet-
namese doctors are very qualifi ed, 
but have been trained and have 
equipment that date from the pre-
vious century. For example, when 
infants need breathing assistance, 
they used to be put on ventilators 
with tubes going down their throat. 
The children had to be sedated, be-
cause it is painful. A sedated child 
cannot eat, so he has to be fed intra-
venously, and has to be turned ev-
ery two hours. Nowadays, doctors 
here use continuous positive air-
way pressure that blows air in the 
child’s nose and helps infl ate the 
lungs. The outcome for children is 
much better.
 Global Healing works with 
American volunteers who are sent 
abroad to train the medical teams 
and also bring the appropriate tech-
nology when possible. In the Viet-
namese example, the device is not 
very expensive and Global Healing 
provides it.
 The nonprofi t works with ex-
perts, such as Professor J. Colin 
Partridge at UCSF, to identify the 
techniques that are most easily 
transferable and will make the most 
impact. Global Healing currently 
works in Honduras, Haiti, Domini-
can Republic, Ukraine, Moldovia, 
Georgia, Armenia and Vietnam. 
 Donnelly leads an organization 
with a staff of four, including him-
self, a board of directors, and advi-
sory board and scores of medical 
volunteers who travel the world to 
train others. 
 Global Healing needs support 
here also: volunteer photographers, 
fi lmmakers and administrators are 
in demand. Donations are also wel-
com and Donnelly goes the extra 
mile for it. He can be seen at 5:30 
a.m. training for the half marathon 
in the streets of Moraga. He says 
that he used to run marathons, but 
that since his knee surgery he can-
not run as fast as he used to. 
 To sponsor him go to http://
bit.ly/2szAPYk. More information 
about Global Healing is available 
at globalhealing.org.

John Donnelly and Dr. Karla Cerritos at the Roatan Public Hospital in 

Honduras.       Photo provided

Community mourns Miler 
Gloor Magrath, longtime 
Lafayette business owner
By John T. Miller

Miler Gloor Magrath, who for 
over 40 years was a co-own-

er of Diamond K Supply in Lafay-
ette, passed away earlier this month 
following complications from a 
stroke. He was 62.
 Magrath became President of 
Diamond K in 1990 and ran the 
business along with his brother, 
Bill, and sister, Anne Magrath 
Coleman. His siblings will con-
tinue to run the company. Their 
parents, Bill and Nancy Magrath, 
originally purchased an interest in 
the business in 1947 from Ogden 
Kiesel and eventually assumed full 
ownership.
 The current manager of Dia-
mond K, Kevin Montgomery, has 
worked for them for three years. 
He commented, “Miler was a very 
generous man, donating to local 
schools regularly. He also was a 
huge fan of the Eagle Scout proj-
ects in Lamorinda and constantly 
donated materials to them as well. 
Miler leaves a void here at Dia-
mond K that will never be fi lled, 
but we will carry on this business 
in his memory.”
 Magrath was born in Oakland, 

grew up in Lafayette and graduated 
from Acalanes High School and 
California State University, Chico. 
His passions included traveling 
with his family and friends, duck 
hunting, golf, fi shing, gardening 
and the San Francisco 49ers. Ac-
cording to Montgomery, he was 
never without his San Francisco 
Giants hat, either.
 Magrath is survived by his 
wife, Maureen; two daughters, 
Molly and Mackenzie; his faithful 
dog, Maisy; sister Anne Magrath 
Coleman; brother, Bill Magrath; 
father-in-law, Dr. James McFad-
den; and many nieces, nephews, 
grand-nephews and in-laws. He 
is predeceased by his parents, Bill 
and Nancy Magrath, and mother-
in-law Pat McFadden.
 The family asks that, in lieu of 
fl owers, donations may be made to 
the charity of your choice.
 All are welcome to a celebra-
tion of Magrath’s life to be held 
from noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, July 
16 at Contra Costa Country Club in 
Pleasant Hill, where he was a mem-
ber. Diamond K will be closed on 
that day.

8th Grade Now Available

The 8th Grade Advantage at OA:
Students take high school electives

Easier transition to high school
Upper level student peer mentoring

Faculty advisor
www.orindaacademy.org      19 Altarinda Rd., Orinda, CA


