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Tyler Petite – from Campolindo to the University of  Southern California
By Jon Kingdon

According to the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association, 

in 2015-16 there were 1,083,308 
high school football players.  Of 
this number, 73,660 went on to 
play at an NCAA school, either Di-
vision I, II or III.
 This works out to be 6.8 per-
cent of the high school players.  
Only 28,000 - about 2.5 percent - 
go on to play Division I football, 
the highest collegiate level.
 Tyler Petite, a 2015 graduate of 
Campolindo High School, is one 
of the few to make it in Division I, 
entering his junior year at the Uni-
versity of Southern California after 

playing as a freshman and sopho-
more.
 As a rule, most freshmen are 
“redshirted” where they do not 
play as freshmen so as to further 
mature without losing a year of eli-
gibility.  With an unexpected short-
age at the USC tight end position, 
Petite, a freshman, went on to play 
all 14 games, catching 10 passes, 
including two touchdowns. As a 
sophomore, Petite played in all 13 
games, starting twice and catching 
15 passes with  one touchdown.
 There were major adjustments 
for Petite when he fi rst arrived at 
USC.  “It’s a real grind.  We work 
out seven days a week.  The play-
ers were bigger, stronger and faster 
than most of the players I had gone 
up against in high school.  How-
ever with USC’s strength program 
and dining table, I was able to get 
bigger and stronger as well.   Fall 
camp started in August and when I 
made it through camp and saw that 
there was an opportunity for me to 
play as a freshman and that I was 
able to compete for a spot on the 
roster, my confi dence grew.”
 Petite found some similarities 
as well as differences in comparing 
Campolindo to USC: “The team 

at Campolindo was so tight-knit 
and close, it was something that 
you could not replicate.   Though 
there is a much wider diversity at 
USC, we did fi nd a way to come to-
gether as a team.   The weight room 
program at Campolindo and the 
strength coaches really prepared 
me for the grind in the workouts in 
college.”
 The talent at USC ranks with 
any school in the nation.  The at-
titudes of some of the players did 
not match what Petite saw in his 
Campo teammates: “Some of the 
players were so talented, they did 
not feel the necessity to work that 
hard.”
 Tyler’s parents, Joe and Toni, 
still live in Lafayette and Joe 
coaches the freshman team at Cam-
polindo.  The athletic talent in the 
family is not restricted to Tyler as 
his older sister Lauren is on the 
soccer team at the University of 
Pennsylvania.
 Petite’s father, who played 
football at Dartmouth College, saw 
the potential of a great athlete ear-
ly in Tyler’s life: “Tyler had great 
size and was bigger and more ath-
letic than the players he competed 
against.  It was not until he was a 

junior in high school when I saw 
that he was able to still stand out 
against players that were of equal 
size.  He was a multi-sport player 
but ended up focusing entirely on 
football.”
 Kevin Macy, Tyler’s high 
school coach, saw Petite’s potential 
early on at his summer camps. “As 
a freshman, he began as a quar-
terback but he fi t much better as a 
tight end and defensive end where 
he dominated.  He was so athletic 
that we could use him in various 
formations on offense.”
 With the size of a tight end and 
the skills of a wide receiver, Petite 
went on to be selected to numerous 
All-America teams.  Being heavily 
recruited, his choices came down to 
Duke and USC.
 Joe Petite asked his son, “When 
you’re lying in bed at night, where 
do you visualize yourself going to 
school and playing football?”
 His answer: “USC.”
 The number of college play-
ers that go on to play professional 
football drops precipitously.  In the 
Lamorinda area, three players have 
gone on to play professional foot-
ball.  Drew Bennett was a quarter-
back at Campolindo and went on to 

play sparingly as a wide receiver at 
UCLA.  After an outstanding work-
out at UCLA’s pro timing day, he 
signed as a free agent with the Ten-
nessee Titans, beating the odds by 
going on to play nine years in the 
National Football League.
 Ken Dorsey, who played quar-
terback at Miramonte High School, 
went on to a very successful col-
lege career at the University of Mi-
ami, eventually being drafted in the 
seventh round by the San Francisco 
49ers and ended up playing six sea-
sons in the NFL.
 You would have to go back to 
Norm Van Brocklin, who played 
quarterback at Acalanes High 
School, to fi nd another Lamorinda 
athlete who played in the NFL.  Van 
Brocklin was drafted by the Los 
Angeles Rams in 1949 and went on 
to have a  very successful 12-year 
career.  He also coached the Min-
nesota Vikings and the Atlanta Fal-
cons, eventually being voted into 
the NFL Hall of Fame in 1971.
 Petite, who anticipates graduat-
ing after his junior year, has similar 
aspirations: “As I continue to de-
velop these next two years, my goal 
is to play in the NFL.“

Tyler Petite Photo provided

Prestigious MCC tourney touts top 
tennis talent
Runs through Aug. 13
By John T. Miller

The 31st annual Heritage Bank of Commerce Open 
Tennis Championships is now underway at the 

Moraga Country Club and will run through Sunday, 
Aug. 13.
 Prize money totaling $25,000 will be awarded to 
the top fi nishers in men’s singles and doubles, wom-
en’s singles and doubles, and mixed doubles. It is one 
of the most prestigious open events on the West Coast.
 The tournament, which is free for spectators at 
what is billed as one of the best facilities for viewing 
tennis competition, draws a mixed group of players, 
from high school standouts, top collegiate players and 
touring pros.
 A full complement of 128 men’s singles play-
ers is led by last year’s champion, No. 1 seed Karue 
Sell, who was born in Brazil and came to the U.S. in 
2012, winning more than 100 matches at UCLA. Vic-
tor Pham (No. 2 seed) won fi rst team All-Ivy League 

honors last season at Columbia, losing to Sell in the 
quarterfi nals last year. Trevor Johnson (No. 3 seed) at-
tends Texas Christian University, receiving All-Big 12 
honors last year, and Loran Staggs (No. 4) had a 21-4 
record for UCLA last year and lost in the quarterfi nals 
of the Heritage Bank of Commerce Open a year ago to 
the eventual runner-up.
 Women’s singles drew 37 competitors, and is high-
lighted by No. 1 seed Jovana Jaksie, a Serbian who 
has been a professional since 2009. She has won 16 
singles and two doubles titles on the International Ten-
nis Federation pro tour. The No. 2 seed is Allie Will 
from Boca Raton Florida who boasts 11 doubles titles 
in her professional career.
 The men’s doubles features local favorite Tyler 
Browne, a Northgate grad who played for, and now 
coaches, at UC Berkeley, and his partner Nick Brun-
ner. The two of them won doubles last year and will be 
representing the U.S. in the over-30s at a Davis Cup-
like event in Great Britain.
 Many local players are entered in the event, in-
cluding Miramonte grad Luke Bohuslav, who just 
graduated from Loyola Marymont; Acalanes grads 
Ryan Cardiff, now at UC Berkeley, and Kyle Everly 
who attends Gonzaga; and Campolindo grad Tilden 
Oliver, now at Trinity College. Orinda resident Julie 
Silveira is entered in the women’s competition.
 Mark Orwig, head tennis pro at MCC who is in 
charge of the tourney, says, “There’s a lot of very good 
players here, especially some excellent college players 
who could really do damage to the draw.”
 A host of notable players have come to the tourney 
in the past. Many have gone on to the quarterfi nals at 
Wimbledon, and Glen Mitchibata, once ranked No. 1 
in the world as a doubles player and who now coaches 
at USC, competed here.
 The tournament is presented by The Heritage 
Bank of Commerce and Pine Grove Business Center 
of Orinda.

Last year’s Heritage Bank of Commerce men’s singles 

winner Karue Sell returns a serve.            Photo Ron Tong

Practices
All squads start on August 28th.

Middle school: registration

is limited and on a first come

first serve basis. The program

fills up quickly and is now

open for registration.

• Try it out for 2 weeks 

with no commitment.

August 19 & August 26, 10am-11am


