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County Board of  Supervisors approves Saranap Village project 
By John T. Miller

With a fi nal approval from 
the County Board of Su-

pervisors, Hall Equity Group  
will be able to begin construction 
on the proposed Saranap Village 
project. The unanimous 5-0 vote 
Aug. 15 was met by enthusiastic 
applause from the (mostly) sup-
portive audience.
 After presentations from 
County Senior Planner Sean 
Tulley and HEG Spokesperson 
Deb Karbo, the board took pub-
lic input from over 35 speakers, 
with an overwhelming majority 
speaking in favor of the project.
 Many residents who live 
close to the new Saranap Vil-
lage locale spoke in favor of the 
proposal. They were joined by a 
number of organizations, includ-
ing the Walnut Creek Chamber 
of Commerce, the Contra Costa 
Association of Realtors, the Sa-
ranap Homeowners Association, 
Plumbers Local 159, the Sheet 
Metal Workers Union and the 
Building Industry Association of 
the Bay Area.
 The spokesperson for the 
Chamber of Commerce called 
the current Saranap business dis-
trict “run down and in need of 
help,” while a local realtor said 
that one of her clients likened the 
area to a ghetto.
 The dissenting opinions 
centered mostly on the 71-foot 
height of the proposal and the 
effect that such a large develop-
ment would have on future pro-
posals in the Saranap area.
 Tully was asked to respond 
to the question of height and said 
that the 71-foot fi gure was from 
the lowest point of the lot to the 
highest point of the development. 
The highest point in any of the 

three buildings is 57-feet. Tully 
also explained that in mitigat-
ing the height issue, HEG also 
moved the higher parts of the 
structures further from the road-
way.
 Before the vote was taken, 
Supervisor John Giola of Rich-
mond praised the proposed vil-
lage, noting that it “served as a 
blueprint for the kinds of projects 
needed in the county.”
 Supervisor Candace Ander-
sen expressed appreciation to the 
Saranap residents in the planning 
process. “This will create a sense 
of place for Saranap, rather than 
detracting from it,” she said, call-
ing it “a great step forward in cre-
ating housing for our area.”
 In addition, Andersen noted 
that HEG will provide $50,000 
toward a community planning 
process for the downtown Sa-
ranap area to direct future devel-
opments. Money will also be di-
verted from other sources to help 
create the plan.
 Mark Hall, president and 
CEO of HEG said, “We are 
pleased with the outcome of the 
hearing. After working with the 
Saranap area community for so 
many years, the Board of Super-
visors approved a project that is 
critical to revitalizing the Boule-
vard Way business corridor, pro-
viding the Saranap community 
its own place to gather for din-
ing and shopping and providing 
much needed housing for Contra 
Costa County.”
 A spokesperson for HEG said 
that with the recent approval, 
there is still much work to be 
done before naming a start date 
for the project.
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12 Chelton Court, Orinda | Offered at $1,325,000
Up a secluded drive on a cul-de-sac in the desirable Ivy Drive neighborhood, sits this custom 4BR/2.5BA Contemporary. Only one 
owner, who had the vision to take advantage of a wonderful opportunity to build the home of their dreams. Filled with character, 

walls of glass, clear Redwood walls and a feeling of bygone days. On 1.23± acres with a level yard, pool, spa and separate art studio. 
Use the same vision that the original owners had back in 1962 to make this house your home.

Contact Sherrie for more information or an appointment.
For a FREE Market Analysis and Opinion of Value of your home, call Sherrie at 925 766 3030.

Home care can keep older adults in their homes. 9 out of 10 of seniors 
prefer to age in their own homes. Hiring a caregiver provides the extra support
an older adult may need to stay where they most prefer: at home.

Home care helps seniors stay independent longer. A caregiver provides 
support with activities of daily living, while encouraging mental and physical
stimulation and overall wellness. They also promote safety in the home by 
preventing falls or other accidents.

Home care is personalized to each family. Our care plans at Home Care 
Assistance are tailored specifically to each client’s unique needs and preferences.
Caregivers are expertly matched and managed by our client care team. 
Caregivers are available for a few hours every day or around-the-clock.

Home care supports advanced care needs. Our caregivers are experienced and
trained to support older adults who are transitioning home from the hospital,
recovering from a stroke or a major medical procedure, or managing chronic
conditions such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s or diabetes.

Contact a Client Care Manager today to schedule your free 
in-home consultation!

Let’s Talk About Home Care.
Let’s talk about how high quality, personalized in-home care 

can help you or a loved one.

925-233-6166
HomeCareAssistance.com/Alamo

190-G Alamo Plaza
Alamo, CA 94507

Project Timeline
June 2012 – Feb 2013 Land Assembly

Sept 2013 Application Submission
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Oct 2013 County Incompleteness Letter

Sept 2014 DEIR Published

Feb 2015 Start Re-Design for Mitigated Plan Alternative (MPA)

July 2015 Submit MPA Design
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May 2016 R-DEIR Published

June 2016 ZA Hearing on R-DEIR

Feb 2017 Submit 2017 Re-Design
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M

O
SJune 2017 Final EIR Published

June 28, 2017 Planning Commission Hearing

July/Aug 2017 Board of Supervisors Hearing

5 YEARS Site Plans A, B/B1, C

Site A: Mixed-Use 
Apartments & Retail

122 Units
8,700+/- SF Commercial

Site C: Residential Condos
24 For-Sale Condo Homes

Site B/B1: Mixed-Use Condos & Retail
52 For-Sale Condo Homes
12,875+/- SF Commercial
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Join our Public Forum
If you have signifi cant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or 
one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to which we must 
limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our 
Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to  letters@lamorindaweekly.
com and let us know you’d like to be considered for the  Public Forum.

...thanks
Please...




