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“Train Driver’s Diary’ a bittersweet tale at the Orinda Theatre

By Sophie Braccini

t is so refreshing to see a movie
that is unpredictable and not for-
matted to a specific framework. The
latest offering from the Internation-
al Film Showcase, “Train Driver’s
Diary” (Dnevnik masinovodje), a
Serbia-Croatia co-production, by
writer-director Milos Radovié, is
such an unclassifiable production:
Is it a sweet fable, a tragi-comical
coming of age movie, or a social
satire? Fortunately, it does not mat-
ter. The story of train driver lija and
his maybe-son Sima is a touching
piece of cinematic art, constantly
oscillating between tears, smiles
and sweetness.
lija, played by Lazar Ristovs-
ki, is an older train driver. He has
moved beyond grumpiness, with a
skin thicker than his locomotive.
The driver has seen much and has
survived by closing up his emo-
tions and affections. A 10-year-
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old boy, Sima, crosses lija’s path,
breaking into his life. As the child
becomes a man, he too wants to be-
come a train driver, to [ija’s dismay.

“Train Driver’s Diary” grapples
with a very real issue: how train
operators deal with fatal accidents
caused by the train they drive. In
the 2014 article “Part of the Job:
How Engineers Deal With Death
on the Railroad” by Darren Orf,
published on PopularMechanics.
com, the reporter quoted statistics,
stating, “It is not so much a matter
of if an accident will happen, but
when.” The film meets the topic
head-on, but treats it with irony
and black humor, cutting through
the drama. For example, lija, after
a particularly gruesome accident,
meets with two railroad psycholo-
gists, but ends up being the one
helping the two professionals cope
with the reality he describes.

Sima has also been through
a lot. He was allegedly dropped
in front of an orphanage in a ba-
nana crate by parents “who did not
love him and had no use for him.”

He somehow grew up next to the
closed-up lija and his friends, who
are all train drivers. They live in
an unlikely village made of train
cars very creatively converted into

unique lodging units. The little
tribe’s members support each other
in order to survive the dramas they
have all suffered.

... continued on page B5

Gold Coast Chamber Players’

fall concert features families

of famous composers
By Sophie Braccini

Tickets are already getting
scarce for the first concert
of the season of the Gold Coast
Chamber Players. The Lafayette
orchestra has tripled the number
of subscribers in recent years, sur-
passing the 100 count last year, so
Pamela Freund-Striplen’s group
almost always plays to a full audi-
ence at its usual location: Lafayette
Library and Learning Center Com-
munity Hall. The first concert on
Sept. 23 this fall is “Family Busi-
ness,” featuring pieces from fam-
ily members of famous composers,
giving an opportunity to reflect on
the inspiration and the links that
run in families.

Every year the orchestra per-
forms five concerts designed to cre-
ate an experience around a theme.
Freund-Striplen believes that the
pre-concert talks play an important
role in the pleasure people derive
from the events.

Freund-Striplen explains that she
constructs her programs in a multi-
layered process, finding connections
between composers, themes and
players. She thinks of the people she
wants to work with, of composers
and pieces she wants performed, and
then circumstances make the match.
The director is in touch with musi-
cians from all over the world and she
says that somehow it always works
out to create the unique events she
brings to Lafayette.

This year the overarching
theme is “youth.” For example
the Georges Enescu string quartet
that Gold Coast will play for the
third concert in February was com-
posed in his youth. The director is
extremely excited to present this
moving epic piece in Lafayette, one
of the first times in the Bay Area.
Freund-Striplen wanted Romanian
violinists to play the Romanian
composition. She says that having
musicians who were raised and
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have studied music where it was
composed give it a different sound,
because they grew up with it. Simi-
larly, for program five, the French
Connection, a French cellist, Jean-
Michel Fonteneau, will join the or-
chestra.

The first concert will include
youthful work by Felix Men-
delsohn and his sister, Fanny
Hensel, by Mozart’s sister, and a
piece by Bach’s youngest son Jo-
hann Christoph Friedrich Bach for
violin, viola and piano — a sonata
that Freund-Striplen characterizes
as a very good piece rarely played.

The second concert on Oct. 28
is called Wayfarers. While teaching
a master class with Zakarias Grafi-
lo, Freund-Striplen learned that he
had arranged several Mahler pieces
for a smaller orchestra. He will
come and play with other members
of LiederAlive! Mahler Wayfarer
Songs, with Kindra Scharich, mez-
Z0-SOprano.

The third concert is Fantezie
on Feb. 3, featuring George En-

escu, followed by Czech Mate on | &
March 10. The director says that ||

she would like to be able to present
Czech music every year, exploring
things that are not widely known.

The final concert on May 19
will open the festivities for the cel-
ebration of the city of Lafayette’s
50th anniversary. The concert will
present Lily Boulanger, one of the
female composers Freund-Striplen
likes to feature, in Ravel’s Piano
Trio in A Minor and Faure’s Piano
Quartet No. 2 with Alex Strauss,
violin, Freund-Striplen, viola, and
Jeffrey Sykes, piano.

The GCCP also continues
to partner with Stanley Middle
School, Joaquin Moraga Interme-
diate School and Campolindo High
School educational programs.

For tickets, visit www.gcplay-
ers.org.
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Orinda Village 1 Camino Sobrante #5, Orinda (Across from Safeway, Next to Starbucks) 925-254-7474
Rheem Valley Plaza 564 Center St., Moraga (Between TJMaxx & CVS, Next to Massage Envy) 925-376-9000
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CLINIQUE

”

For those who say “Not Me

CLINIQUE GIFT

Modern glamour.

A limited-edition collaboration with Jonathan Adler.

Free* 7-piece gift.

Yours with any Clinique purchase of $28.00 or more. A $75.00 value.

Quantities are limited.

One offer to a client, please, per event.

While supplies last.

MECaulous

Lafayette o Danville ¢ Montclair ¢ Countrywood

Enjoy the Convenience of Living Downtown!

to run-of-the-mill retirement
living, our condo-style apartment community welcomes and
reflects the varied tastes and lifestyles of individuals like you!
Embrace your next stage in life alongside others who appreciate

the superb amenities The Heritage Downtown offers:

o Savory Restaurant-Style Dining

» Pool, Spa & 24-Hour Fitness Center

o Weekly excursions, Educational & Social Events
 Optional In-Home Care as you can age-in-place

Now thru September 16

Exclusive Cosmetics Bag

Take The Day Off™
Makeup Remover

Dramatically Different
Moisturizing Lotion+™

Moisture Surge™
Extended Thirst Relief

Your Choice
Chubby Stick™
Cheek Colour Balm in
Roly Poly Rosy
or Robust Rhubarb

Your Choice
Clinique Pop™
Lip Colour+ Primer in
Plum Pop or Punch Pop

High Impact™ Mascara.
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DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

TheHeritageDowntown.com

1785 Shuey Avenue
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

925.943.7427

Call 925.943.7427 to schedule a tour of our One-of-a-Kind,

Wellness Certified, Condo-style boutique rental community.





