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They want to grow but will have to 
make crucial decisions in terms of 
investments and more partnerships. 
Both businesses are also develop-
ing online sales, as well as work-
ing on fundraising activities where 
part of the proceeds go to a school 
or charity.
 They decided to look for a retail 
space to share during the holidays. 
October through December are 
three crucial months for both their 
businesses, generating more than 
50 percent of their annual sales. 
They talked to different landlords 
and commercial agents, but could 
not fi nd the space that would com-
bine good foot traffi c and afford-
ability. Then one day, while going 
to the movies, Lucas-Alcalay no-
ticed that the wine bar, Cine Cuvée, 
next to the Orinda theater, was only 
open in the evening. The women 
contacted owner Derek Zemrak, 
and struck a deal.
 Hollie’s Homegrown and Hofs-
si Chocolates now have a storefront 
through Dec. 23, open from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. in downtown, at 2 Orinda 
Theatre Square.
 It is a bit of work every day to 
set things up and transform a cozy 

bar into a gourmet boutique at 
10 a.m., then turn the space back 
into a wine bar by 5 p.m., but the 
ladies are up to the challenge. Ev-
ery day, they also come to run the 
store – something that is a bit of a 
challenge when running a boom-
ing business, since online sales and 
farmers’ markets do not stop during 
the holidays, and neither do raising 
families. They all acknowledge that 
their husbands support them hand-
somely, with meal prep and man-
agement of most of the children’s 
extracurricular activities. Several 
Saint Mary’s students also intern 
at the boutique. The three business-
women say that the students enjoy 
learning the ropes of a small busi-
ness.
 Lucas-Alcalay, Hofmeister and 
Rossi say that depending on how 
things go at the holiday boutique 
they might look for a common per-
manent space in the future. 

On an early October morn-
ing, two deputies from the 

county sheriff’s offi ce knocked on 
the door of a farm located toward 
the end of Bollinger Canyon Road. 
The owners were not happy to see 
the two offi cers but knew why they 
were there; the crop growing on 
the property was an illegal one: a 
fl owering plant of the Cannabaceae 
family, more commonly known as 
marijuana. The owners were given 
two weeks to remove the crop. But 
will the year-end legislation that 
makes the recreational drug’s com-
merce legal permit growing the 
crop? That remains to be seen.
 Residents claiming to live close 
to several large cannabis farms lo-
cated off Bollinger Canyon Road 
sent the sheriff’s offi ce an anony-
mous letter alerting them of the 
operation. The letter identifi ed one 
of the growers, indicating that this 
activity had been going on for years 
and claimed it was linked to Mexi-
can cartels dismantled fi ve years 
ago. 
 Since then, the writers contend, 
the number of farms has increased, 
cultivation happens in plain view, 
and in late fall a large number of 
pickup trucks running up and down 
that narrow country road at high 

speed have been spotted day and 
night, as well as blacked-out SUVs 
carrying seasonal workers at har-
vest time. The whistleblowers also 
complained of large movement 
of earth and containers, and the 
sounds of frequent gunshots that 
frighten nearby families.
 Another area resident, who also 
asked to remain anonymous, con-
fi rmed the allegations contained in 
the letter.
 The Moraga side of Bollinger 
Canyon in question is accessible 
only through the road that branches 
off St. Mary’s Road, at the corner 
of the local college, but it soon be-
comes unincorporated land, regu-
lated and policed by the county.
 Come January, the commerce 
of marijuana will be legal in Cali-
fornia, but does that mean that 
these farms will be able to operate 
legally? It may not be that simple.
 Contra Costa County Supervi-
sor Candace Andersen explains that 
the county still has to regulate what 
will be and will not be permitted 
within the county limits and is in 
no hurry to do so. She explains that 
many aspects of the cultivation will 
have to be regulated, as is done for 
any farming activity. 
 Andersen adds that it is a good 

thing, since at this time no control 
is undertaken of potential environ-
mental hazards impacting local 
streams and creeks with runoffs of 
pesticides and fertilizers in what 
ultimately becomes our drinking 
water. 
 The anonymous letter writers 
also alleged that pesticides and 
fertilizers are used unchecked in 
the Bollinger farms, polluting Bol-
linger Creek that is part of the large 
Walnut Creek watershed.
 Andersen also noted that the 
county is likely to be sensitive to 
what local jurisdictions autho-
rize as far as cultivation, and will 
regulate specifi c areas with similar 
restrictions as those imposed in ad-
jacent communities. Moraga has 
adopted policies that do not allow 
for open fi eld and large scale culti-
vation of cannabis.
 The Moraga police department 
confi rmed that its jurisdiction does 
not extend to unincorporated Con-
tra Costa County. A few years ago, 
however, Moraga police offi cers 
took action alongside East Bay Re-
gional Park District rangers when 
shooting presumably attributed to 
outdoor cannabis growing hap-
pened in the wilderness area off 
Rancho Laguna Park.
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