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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operate

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com

One woman’s hobby captures Lafayette 
history in miniature
By Diane Claytor

Walking through Nancy 
Flood’s charming house on 

a quiet, tree-lined Lafayette street, 
it’s obvious that she collects things 
– table tops, shelves and cabinets 
display her collections of glass-
ware, salt shakers, paper punches, 
mice, antique bottles and souvenir 
spoons. “I’ve always been a collec-
tor of small things,” Flood, a life-
time Lafayette resident, acknowl-
edged. “I remember having a ‘what 
not’ shelf of little things when I was 
a child.” 
 Over the years, the effervescent 
Flood continued collecting small 
items. Forty years ago, she was in 
a local crafts store and spotted a kit 
for making miniature colonial-style 
bedroom furniture. “The box said 
any 12-year-old could make it, so I 
fi gured if a 12-year-old could do it, 
so could I,” Flood said with a laugh.  
She soon added a tiny Queen Anne-
style table, creating a lovely min-
iature sitting room she placed on a 
bookshelf. “All of a sudden, I had 
this desire for a dining room table,” 
she said with a sparkle in her eye. 
“I don’t know why, except it looked 
so cute.” 
 The miniature furniture collec-
tion was quickly outgrowing the 
bookshelf. So what did Flood do? 
She purchased a shell of a colonial-
style house, “which was in need 
of some repairs,” she admitted, 
and proceeded to fi x it, furnish it, 
decorate it and make it into an in-
credible miniature home that she 
has proudly displayed in her dining 

area all these years. It was a family 
project, Flood said. “My step-father 
made a new chimney, my mother 
created paneling and she and I in-
dividually stained the shingles for 
the roof.” Flood made chair cov-
erings, needlepoint rugs, and wall 
hangings. She found hand painted 
dishes, hung wallpaper and cross-
stitched pictures. “One thing leads 
to another,” she stated. “Family and 
friends started fi nding – or making 
– items to add to the house.” 
 Flood’s family fi rst settled in 
Lafayette in the 1850s; 53 years 
ago, her father, a construction 
worker, built their family home 
where the Cooperage now stands; 
her grandparents lived where LaFi-
nestra had been. “Lafayette used to 
be a small town in the middle of no-
where,” Flood remembered fondly. 
 Flood’s familiarity with, and 
love of, Lafayette provided her 
with the impetus to take her hobby 
of creating miniature buildings to 
the next level. “It was always in 
the back of my mind to develop a 
miniature Centerville,” one of the 
early names chosen for Lafayette, 
she stated. And so she did. 
 On dressers and tabletops in a 
bedroom of her home, Flood en-
thusiastically pointed out, sits the 
miniature “town of Centerville in 
the spring of 1898, inspired by the 
early days of Lafayette. Most of the 
buildings,” Flood explained, “rep-
resent an actual structure that was 
part of the town at the time and 
some even look like the original 
buildings;” however, Flood admit-
ted, “some are from my imagina-
tion and a good deal of artistic li-
cense has been taken.” 
 Much like Lafayette in the days 
of yore, Flood’s Centerville in-
cludes a general store, blacksmith 
shop, church, saloon and dress 
shop. Her general store closely re-
sembles the Robert E. McNeil Gen-
eral Merchandise store, which sat 
where Sideboard is today; Flood’s 
version contains candy, household 
items and boots – all in miniature, 
of course. Next to that was the Geils 
Building, which included a dress 
shop Flood warmly remembers. 
Her adaptation includes a dress-
maker and milliner store, complete 
with very small bolts of fabric, tiny 
fancy hats and mannequins wear-
ing dresses Flood made.
 Her Blacksmith Shop is fi lled 
with items that took her “years 
to collect.” She made the Black-

smith’s clothing and was able to 
fi nd a real leather apron and hat. 
She sent a colleague a picture of the 
original shop and after doing some 
research, he made the bellows and, 
using actual tiny bricks, built the 
forge. 
 Her Dead Horse Saloon, Flood 
admitted, may not be authentic. 
“While there were plenty of drink-
ing establishments in Lafayette 
at the time, I don’t know if there 
was actually a saloon that looked 
like this.” Her church, on the other 
hand, looks very much like photos 
of the old Good Templar’s Hall, 
or “Church on the Hill” as it was 
known locally. “I was told that a 
red chandelier hung in the origi-
nal building,” Flood noted, so, of 
course, her church also includes a 
red chandelier.
 What began, all those years 
ago, as a simple Lafayette bicen-
tennial project, took on a life of its 
own. Over the years, this “hobby” 
has grown into what is now an 
amazing collection of miniature 
houses, fi lled with tiny people, fur-
niture and accessories.
 Having retired 15 years ago 
after 41 years of teaching primary 
school (30 of those at Springhill), 
Flood now has much more time to 
work on her hobbies.  She’s still 
making and acquiring miniature 
pieces, still fi xing up some of the 
houses, which, she said, “in some 
cases need a lot of work.” She still 
does some needlepoint and cross-
stitch, but acknowledged that it’s 
getting harder to see those small 
pieces. 
 “I have a need to do crafty-type 
things,” she noted and now does 
more scrapbooking and card mak-
ing. “Time really fl ies when I’m 
working on these projects.”

Nancy Flood stands in front of the colonial-style house which began her 40-year love of making and furnishing 

miniature buildings.                 Photos Diane Claytor

The inside of Centerville’s black-

smith shop.

College Prep • Grades 8-12 • Small Classes

ORINDA ACADEMY

Open House
Dec. 9 from 1-4 pm

We only want the best for our kids… safe communities, good schools. 
That’s why many of us moved to the Lamorinda area with it’s low 
crime rate and top rated high schools. But the public high schools, no 
matter how highly rated, are not a fi t for every student. Unfortunately, 
feelings of anxiety, depression, being invisible and stressed out defi ne 
high school for many of our teens. A top notch education shouldn’t 
come at the expense of the mental health of our children. At OA, 
we believe that kids who actually enjoy their school environment are 
more likely to reach their academic potential. Come check out our 
school at one of our upcoming open houses and see for yourself. 
Open House events Dec. 9, 1-4 pm and April 25, 6:30-8:30 pm.

$1099

$1099

(regular price $18, 

seniors and kids $16)

(regular price $18, 

seniors and kids $16)

Orinda Village 1 Camino Sobrante #5, Orinda (Across from Safeway, Next to Starbucks) 925-254-7474
Rheem Valley Plaza 564 Center St., Moraga (Between TJMaxx & CVS, Next to Massage Envy) 925-376-9000

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-9pm • Sat 8am-7pm • Sun 8am-7pm

OFFER EXPIRES: 12/31/17

OFFER EXPIRES: 12/31/17
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