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Orinda seniors support Giving Tuesday

By Sophie Braccini

here is not a dull moment after

Thanksgiving: Black Friday,
Small Business Saturday, Cyber
Monday and, since 2012, Giv-
ing Tuesday or #givingtuesday, a
movement created to try to coun-
terbalance the hyper-mercantiliza-
tion of the post holiday fever.

The Orinda Association, the
nonprofit that manages the Se-
niors Around Town program, de-
cided to become a moving force
of #givingtuesday and has started
a collection of gifts for North Bay
fire victims that will culminate on

Orinda Senior Village residents write notes to North Bay fires victims.

Photo provided
Tuesday, Nov. 28. Seniors from
Orinda Senior Village decided to
join in and wrote personal notes of
support to the future recipients.

On a Tuesday afternoon, a
group of residents living in Orinda
Senior Village got together to write
encouraging notes to victims of
the North Bay fires. Some wrote
simply from the heart, conveying
thoughts of compassion and friend-
ly support, while others wrote from
a model letter as English was not
the easiest vehicle for them to ex-
press their feelings. All felt moved

by what they think fire victims
must be going through, as they face
the complete devastation of their
communities. About 60 cards were
handwritten by the seniors on note-
cards provided by OA board mem-
ber Kate Wiley.

Eartha Newsong from Orinda
Senior Village worked with the as-
sociation to rally a group of will-
ing scribes. Wiley explains that the
idea is comparable to that of writ-
ing notes to soldiers for the holi-
days. The notes will accompany
gifts collected through Nov. 28 at
the Orinda Association office.

Wiley says that North Bay au-
thorities have been overwhelmed
with donations in the first weeks
following the fires, but that think-
ing of victims later in November
would be welcomed. Cindy Powell,
OA president, brainstormed with
her board the best gifts to collect
for seniors and children. The plan
is to gather books for both ages,
new toys, and reading glasses.

The collection bins are acces-
sible during business hours from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday at 26 Orinda Way on the
library plaza, next to Cafe Teatro,
until Nov. 28.

Orinda Tree of Lights
planned for Dec. 2

Last year's tree lighting event

he annual Hospice Tree of

Lights events give loved
ones a chance to honor those who
have passed on with the twinkle
of light adorned on one of 12 trees
lit each year throughout the East
Bay. The Orinda Tree of Lights
is scheduled from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2 in Orinda
Village by Bank of America, as
part of the Orinda community’s
holiday celebration. Participants
dedicate a Memorial Light for a
loved one; the suggested dona-
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tion of $30 honors that loved one
while directly supporting end-of-
life patient care through Hospice
East Bay. Unlike the event re-
cently held at the Moraga Coun-
try Club on Nov. 12, because the
Tree of Lights is part of a holi-
day celebration, no names will
be read at the Orinda event. The
trees will stay lit throughout the
holiday season. For more infor-
mation about this event, or about
Hospice East Bay, visit www.
hospiceeastbay.org. —J. Wake
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