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Mike Moran looks down at the 40-foot slide area. Left: the new drainage pipe sits behind newly planted trees along the creek bed.

Lafayette’s proactive measures prevent road collapse

By Pippa Fisher

stabilization project on St. Mary’s Road in Lafayette
was completed in the nick of time, just one day be-
fore the first significant rain of the season. Funded by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency and completed
11 days ahead of schedule, this comes as a relief to the

In arace to beat the winter rains, the recent major road
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Lafayette Public Works Department.

In early January amid all the heavy rain, the shoulder
of the road slid about 40 feet down to the Las Trampas
Creek, taking with it a tree and laying vulnerable a high
pressure gas line. Public Works Director Mike Moran says
the work was a permanent stabilization project and should

Local firefighters reflect on recent
major disasters

By Nick Marnell

A rescued dog gets decontaminated in Texas.
Photo courtesy MOPFA and California Task Force 4

Lamorinda fire personnel spent
weeks outside their jurisdic-
tions during a busy fall that in-
cluded disaster responses in Texas
and Florida and strike team deploy-
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Archer Circle house fire
investigated — page A8

ments to the North Bay wildfires.
But what impacted the responders
most was the appreciation and grat-
itude of the local residents whom
they came to help, many of those

locals having lost everything.

Both the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District and the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District are
participating agencies in the Urban
Search and Rescue response system
of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. The two local agen-
cies are assigned to California Task
Force 4, sponsored by the Oakland
Fire Department. Task forces step
in when states seek federal assis-
tance, as did Texas following Hurri-
cane Harvey and Florida for the on-
slaught of Hurricane Irma. MOFD
responded with two personnel to
Texas and three to Florida; ConFire
sent five to Texas and six to Florida.

On to Texas

The Hurricane Harvey convoy
left Oakland Aug. 26 and drove 44
hours to Texas. “We become FEMA
employees upon deployment. Our
local titles no longer matter,” said
MOFD firefighter Steve Rogness, a
task force rescue specialist.

... continued on page A8
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“If it were left undone St. Mary’s Road at that location
would have collapsed. Maybe within this winter but certainly
sometime in the near future.” Moran added that if the road had
collapsed it would have impacted not only the gas main but
also a sewer main and a water main. ...

continued on page A12
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Town takes next steps toward
storm drain fee; timing still

uncertain
By Sophie Braccini

Many questions were left un-
answered after the Moraga
Town Council agreed Nov. 8§ to
move forward with a rate study to
tax residents for storm drain main-
tenance and repair. When will this
mail-in ballot be sent to property
owners? In March? Later? How
much will single-family residents
be taxed? What is the impact for
commercial owners and the school
district? How will outreach to resi-
dents be done?

Beyond the technicality of the
measure itself, a few residents ques-
tioned the wisdom of asking for the
new fee.

The method chosen by the
town council and staff to tackle the
town’s high priority storm drain
repair project backlog has been to
first survey the residents to gauge
what type of measure and level of
funding would be acceptable. The

survey results, according to consul-
tant Godbe Research, indicate that a
storm drain fee would be acceptable
to a majority of property owners
and the recommended level is not to
exceed an average of $144 per par-
cel.

A storm drain fee taxes proper-
ties depending on their specific im-
pact on the storm drain system. For
example, a home on a small parcel
would impact the drainage system
more than a large open space parcel:
the first has a lot of impermeable
surfaces such as roof and concrete
slabs that create runoff, while the
second contains mostly vegetation
and dirt that absorbs water. On the
other hand, that same small parcel
impacts the systems much less than
a commercial property, which is
mostly roofs and parking lots.

... continued on page A4
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Lafayette
Public Meetings

City Council
Monday, Nov. 27, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission

Monday, Nov. 20, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, Nov. 27, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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Offered at $3,795,000
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925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

THE DANA GREEN TEAM PROUDLY PRESENTS...

810 MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
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Built to perfection, this 4BR + office/4.5BA, 4460+ sq. ft. retreat is on a
stunning 2.81+ acres with A+ amenities.

810MountainView.com

LAMORINDA’S #1 REALTOR SINCE 2011

232 CALLE LA MESA, MORAGA

Updated single-story 4BR/2BA, 1962+ sq. ft. home on incredible .37+
acre level lot with privacy, views, pool, and lawns.
232CalleLaMesa.com

Offered at $1,295,000
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Lafayette Police Department
Incident Summary Report
Oct. 22-28

Alarms 47
911 Calls (incl hang-ups) 4
Noise Complaints 3
Traffic Stops 125
Suspicious Circumstances 3
Suspicious Subjects 10
Suspicious Vehicles 7
Service to Citizen 15
Accident Property

Pleasant Hill Rd./Springhill Rd.
Animal Cruelty

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Auto Burglary

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Civil Problem

50 Block Lafayette Cr.

1100 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.

30 Block Los Arabis Cr.
Computer Fraud

3900 Block S Peardale Dr.
Disturbing the Peace

El Nido Ranch Rd./Sunnyhill Rd.
Fire/EMS Response Info

3600 Block Deerhill Rd.

3500 Block Plaza Way

Golden Gate Way/Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fireworks

700 Block Los Palos Dr.
Found Property

3700 Block Mosswood Dr.
Fraud False Pretenses

1200 Block Franklin Ln.
Grand Theft

500 Block Silverado Dr.
Hailed by Citizen

3300 Block La Caminita
Harassment

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd. (2)

900 Block 4Th St. (2)

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit and Run Misdemeanor

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Dewing Ave.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Oak Hill Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Reliez Station Rd.
Identity Theft

3200 Block Glenside Dr.

3200 Block La Canada Rd.
Litter

3600 Block Bickerstaff St.
Lost Property

Police Department
Occupied Stalled Vehicle

Pleasant Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo
Blvd.
Ordinance Violation

Happy Valley Rd./Upper Happy

Valley Rd.

3600 Block West Rd.
Petty Theft

3200 Block Ronino Way
Prom Shoot

St Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.

1300 Block El Curtola Blvd.
Reckless Driving

Pleasant Hill Rd./Acalanes Ave.

Moraga Rd./School St.

Deer Hill Rd./Brown Ave.

Glenside Dr./Reliez Station Rd.

Happy Valley Rd./Upper Happy

Valley Rd.
Deer Hill Rd./N Thompson Rd.

Immediate solutions sought to combat speeding drivers

on dangerous Lafayette road
By Pippa Fisher

A Lafayette police officer monitors traffic with a radar gun on a straight stretch of Reliez Valley Road where motorists

pick up speed.

hat to do about the Reliez

Valley Road traffic? Either
reckless drivers are endangering
life by speeding or, during peak
rush hours, the road resembles a
parking lot and driver tensions
run high. City officials continue to
ponder the question but push for
improvements on the safety issue
right now, saying that it is only a
question of time until there is a fa-
tality.

Concerned members of the Re-
liez Valley Road corridor commu-
nity met with city council members
Cam Burks and Ivor Samson and
the chief of police on Nov. 6 in an
unprecedented emergency meeting
of the public safety subcommittee in
order to expedite tangible action.

“The circumstances in my
opinion are exigent in nature, com-
pelling us to move quickly and per-

haps around some of the standard
city processes in an effort to protect
the public by engaging and ex-
ecuting quickly,” said Burks, who
called the emergency meeting. “My
primary goal here is life safety, pe-
riod — and we need to engage and
execute action in a substantive way
right now.”

The problem on Reliez Val-
ley Road is two-fold: safety and
congestion during peak hours. But
it was the question of safety that
prompted the city council to instruct
Lafayette Police Chief Eric Chris-
tensen to begin a directed enforce-
ment campaign along the stretch
of Reliez Valley Road from With-
ers Avenue to Pleasant Hill Road,
following the many residents who
spoke of their concerns for safety at
the Oct. 23 city council meeting.

Christensen explained to the
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residents that there are two areas of
concern: the route itself and driver
behavior.

As expected Christensen found
drivers indeed behaving badly,
clocking speeds significantly over
the 30 mph speed limit, including
one motorcyclist recorded at 65
mph. Another officer wrote a ticket
for a teenager doing 53 mph.

Additionally, officers have been
writing tickets for rolling through
the stop signs and for attempting
to get around school buses on the
route. Roughly 85 percent of all the
tickets written have been to resi-
dents of the area. Of the 264 traffic
stops within Lafayette during the
Oct. 25 to Nov. 5 timeframe, 161
were made on Reliez Valley Road.

Christensen explained the one
thing the police cannot enforce is
courtesy and that is something that

is in short supply, with the peak
hour congestion adding to driver
frustration and road rage, which in
turn prompts risky driving behav-
ior such as using the left turn lane
at the Pleasant Hill intersection to
in fact turn right onto southbound
Pleasant Hill Road.

Regarding what actions could
feasibly be taken immediately,
Christensen recommended painting
“30 mph” by existing speed signs
and painting a “no left turn” sign
at the Pleasant Hill Road intersec-
tion, as well as creating two more
stop signs at Fairholm Road and
My Road in order to prevent long
straight strips where drivers pick
up speed. He further recommended
painting a crosswalk at Green Val-
ley Drive.

More than a dozen residents
also gave their opinions on the
solutions proposed with not all
agreeing about more stop signs
and crosswalks. Several appeared
in favor of speed bumps, but
Christensen pointed out that speed
bumps would take more time to
implement.

This meeting however was
about immediate action and, as a
result, Burks and Samson agreed
that the matter should come back
before the Nov. 13 city council
meeting for its approval on the
painting of crosswalks and speed
limits, bypassing the circulation
committee and to further examine
the possibility of temporary speed
bumps and electric speed warning
signs.

Lafayette school district seeks to quickly rectify
parcel tax error

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette taxpayers will be get-
ting a refund as a result of an

error recently discovered on the

Measure B parcel tax bill.

Measure B passed comfortably
in 2014 with 73 percent voting it
in as a means to support the high
quality education that Lafayette
expects. However, the initial parcel
tax rate was incorrectly calculated
when it took effect in July 2015.

Additionally the 2017-18 infla-
tion rate adjustment exceeded the
permitted 3 percent consumer price
index cap by 0.8 percent.

Lafayette School District Su-
perintendent Rachel Zinn says, “As
a result the district owes a total of
approximately $400,000 for 2015-
16 and 2016-17. For 2017-18 the
county will be issuing revised tax
bills to those who have not already
paid their taxes this year. For those
who have already paid, the county
will be issuing reimbursements to
taxpayers.

... continued on next page

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Threats

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Unknown Problem

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Verbal Dispute

Hawthorn Dr./Beechwood Dr.
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Patricia & Ashley Battersby

925-330-6633  925-323-9955
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
BRE# 00854469 & 1407784
www.ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome

18 Charles Hill Circle, Orinda
Wonderfully private, enchanting
estate. 3 acresina close-in
location. Gorgeous craftsmanship,
built in 2003, flexible spaces for
every need, incl. in-law set up.
Co-listed with Amy Rose Smith.
Offered at 53,795,000

18 Toledo Court, Happy Valley
Favorite location with cul-de-sacs,
tennis courts, close to HV Elem

and town. Spacious home & .94
acre* lot, high ceilings, kitchen
open to family room.

Offered at 51,750,000

1200 Glen Road, HV Glen
Multi-Generational Opportunity: full
Apartment. Beautifully updated, walls
of glass, views of Reservoir & hills,
great yard spaces around 1 acre* lot,
amazing neighborhood. Co-listed with
Linda Ehrich. Offered at 51,995,000

*per Public Records
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Create a positive change

in a foster child’s life.
BecoMe A CASA VOLUNTEER.

Wwww.cccocasa.org

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Lafayette denial of big
home remodel upheld in
court; plaintiff to pay costs

By Pippa Fisher

.

— -
The Woodalls' plans for a large two-story, Tudor-style mansion were found
to be incompatible with the character of this Hilltop Drive neighborhood

in Happy Valley.

he Court of Appeal of the

State of California announced
its decision on Nancy and Michael
Woodall’s lawsuit over their de-
nied plans to build an English-style
mansion in favor of the city of La-
fayette and furthermore ruled that
the city is entitled to recover all
costs.

The court’s decision, an-
nounced Oct. 26, follows several
years of wrangling over the Wood-
alls’ plans to demolish their exist-
ing single-story 4,111 square-foot
ranch home and replace it with a
two-story construction of a 5,595
square-foot Tudor-style country
house featuring steeply pitched
roof lines in the Happy Valley Dell
subdivision of Lafayette.

Despite changes made to the
plans when first presented in 2013,
including bringing the proposed
roof height down by 17 inches
and an initial approval from the
Design Review Commission, both
the Planning Commission and the
City Council agreed with the many
neighbors who appealed on the
grounds that the project was not
compatible with the mostly small-
er, single-story ranch homes in the
neighborhood and would reduce
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views of adjacent properties. The
proposal was denied.

The Woodalls brought the law-
suit against the city of Lafayette,
arguing that the council’s decision
was not supported by substantial
evidence.

The court, finding in favor of
the decision made by the city, or-
dered the plaintiff to reimburse the
city for all of its costs to defend
the case, approximately $15,000,
which as Lafayette City Manager
Steve Falk points out, should serve
as a deterrent to others who would
file frivolous lawsuits against the
city.

“Those costs are substantive
and, since they were funded by tax-
payers, this is a win for the city and
for all Lafayette residents,” said
Falk.

“We were very pleased with the
decision,” commented Lafayette
City Attorney Mala Subramanian.
“The city council and its commis-
sions each take their responsibil-
ity to review and evaluate property
matters, including the design of
structures, seriously. The Court of
Appeal decision confirms the city’s
due diligence in evaluating and ul-
timately denying the permit.”

KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate for over 31 years.

925 376 7777 | kkatzman@pacunion.com
License # 00875484

SOME OF MY CLOSED TRANSACTIONS

YOUR HOME COULD BE NEXT!

M ARDITH DRIVE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $1,450,000

63 WARFIELD DRIVE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,290,000

100 DAVID DRIVE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,450,000

5 FIELDBROOK PLACE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,315,000

1224 RIMER DRIVE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,225,000

140 OXFORD DRIVE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,250,000

108 FAIRFIELD PLACE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,160,000

390 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,150,000

1236 RIMER DRIVE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,150,000

122 FAIRFIELD PLACE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,100,000

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERMATIOMAL

42 FIELDBROOK PLACE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,090,000

2 DONALD PLACE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,010,000

I’'m selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!

925 376 7777 | kkatzman@pacunion.com

Lafayette school district
seeks to quickly rectify
parcel tax error

... continued from page A2

This calculates out to about $26 per
year, per taxpayer.”

The errors came to light when
a resident new to the area was ex-
amining his annual tax bill and
brought questions to the school dis-
trict.

Zinn says they are very grateful
that the resident brought it to their
attention so that they can rectify the
problem as fast as possible.

“The refunds will come from
the general fund or reserves, or
some combination of the two,” said
Zinn. Taxpayers will be receiving a
letter when the district has worked
out the mechanics of refunding
the money, including a process for
“opting out” as a choice. The dis-
trict is now working with SCI Con-
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sulting Group as they straighten out
the problem.

Zinn says the reaction she has
received so far has been over-
whelmingly positive with many
people suggesting they would rath-
er the district keep the money.

Zinn, who says that no pro-
grams will need to be cut as they
issue refunds, points out that the
district really needed the parcel tax
to support programs in the face of
inadequate state funding.

“I am so grateful to the commu-
nity for even passing a parcel tax
to enable us to provide such a high
quality education. We really regret
that this happened and want to get
it taken care of as quickly as pos-
sible.”

BRYDON<IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAM

From our homes to yours....

If you are considering buying or selling,
the Brydon & Ives Team should be your first call

Lisa Brydon 925.285.8336 | Kristi Ives 925.788.8345

CalBRE#: 01408025
CalBRE#: 01367466

www.BrydonlvesTeam.com

BrydonlvesTeam@apr.com

ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS
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Moraga
Public Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, Nov. 22, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission

Monday, Nov. 20, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, Nov. 27, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District

Thursday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.MOoraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Police
Report

Summary covers
Oct. 23 to Nov. 6

Alarm Calls

16
Noise complaints 3
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8

Traffic Stops 18
Suspicious Circumstances 14
Suspicious Vehicles 3
Accident, Property

reported to police
Animal Cruelty

Haven Ct./Williams Dr.
Battery

Rheem Elementary
Battery, Sexual

reported to police
Burglary, Auto

100 block Miramonte Dr.
Disturbance

1900 block Ascot Dr.

Location n/a
Excessive Speed

Rheem Blvd./Fernwood (3)

Larch Ave./Canyon Rd.

Saint Marys/Rheem

Moraga/Saint Marys

Moraga/De

Moraga Way/Alta Mesa

Corliss Dr/York PL
Fire/EMS

location n/a

500 block Center St.
Mentally Il Commitment

Saint Mary’s College

20 block Lynch Ct.
Medical, Hospital

100 block Alta Mesa Ct.
Reckless Driving

Alta Mesa Rd/Moraga Rd.
Theft, grand

300 block Glen Alpine
Theft, petty

1100 block Rimer Dr.

Safeway

100 block Miramonte Dr.
Theft, vehicle

location n/a
Welfare check

location n/a (2)

Share your thoughts, insights and
opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS...

4033 TERRA GRANADA DRIVE #2B, ROSSMOOR www4033TerraGranada2B.com
b THINKING OF ROSSMOOR?

925.200.2795

BRE# 01029160

v -

SPACIOUS DECK.

BIG & BRIGHT 2BR/1BA

1200+ SQ.FT. VILLA VALENCIA

MODEL. MOVE-IN READY!
ENJOY VIEWS OF HILLS
AND GOLF COURSE FROM

TO PARKING. YOU'LL LOVE
THE ROSSMOOR LIFESTYLE!

NO STEPS

Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2017
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OFFERED AT $429,000

jim@apr.com

F—

AlAals PENEL

jimcolhoun.com

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ... EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ... JIM COLHOUN

Moraga proposed firearms regulation attracts attention

beyond town’s

By Sophie Braccini

he topic of firearms regulation

was on the Nov. 8 town coun-
cil meeting agenda. At the begin-
ning of the meeting, Moraga Town
Manager Bob Priebe asked that the
ordinance be put on hold to allow
enough time for the town attorney
to study new arguments put forth
by an attorneys’ group representing
the National Rifle Association. The
postponement led to some verbal
disorder before the mayor ordered
a meeting recess that allowed par-
ties to leave the premises.

The correspondence was re-

borders

ceived by staff from Michel & As-
sociates on the day of the meeting,
not giving enough time to prepare
a substantial reply. The attorney’s
letter was sent on behalf of the
NRA and stated that the proposed
ordinance would create an uncon-
stitutional burden to the right of
self-defense, and is unenforceable.
The text establishes requirements
for the safe storage of handguns in
residences within the town. Priebe
indicated that the town’s legal team
was aware of these arguments, but
that a few new elements were add-

ed that required more scrutiny.

Priebe suggested continuing
the topic to the Dec. 13 meeting.
Mayor Teresa Onoda supported this
idea, wanting to finish 2017 with a
topic that some residents have been
working on for a year. But Council
Member Dave Trotter opposed the
idea, explaining that the December
meeting is a festive occasion, not
appropriate for this highly conten-
tious topic. The decision was made
to hold the hearing either on Jan. 24
or in February.

In addition to the letter from

the Los Angeles law firm, the town
has received several pieces of cor-
respondence from residents living
outside of Moraga, such as Pleas-
anton, Rancho Santa Margarita,
La Canada Flintridge and Laguna
Niguel, and they are all in opposi-
tion to the text (some Moraga resi-
dents also oppose the text). A resi-
dent sent to the town a link to the
group Calguns.net that encourages
its members to voice their opposi-
tion to the Moraga proposal either
in person or via a letter.

Thank you for recycling
this paper. It is printed
on at least 50% recycled
material and vegetable

based ink and should be
recycled again.

&
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Town takes next steps toward storm drain fee; timing
still uncertain

... continued from page A1

CIP Category

High Moderate

L
oW Overall Cost

Capacity

Condition

Street Pavement
Recurring Problems
Creek Culverts
TOTAL

Priority
S 2,964,000 S 5,314,400 S 3,068,000

Priority

1,497,600 41,600
291,200 104,000

= 156,000
4,461,600 5,751,200

$ 9,214,400 $ 11,367,200 $ 6,385,600

Priority

$ 11,346,400

780,000 2,319,200
156,000 551,200

= 156,000
2,381,600 12,594,400

$ 26,967,200

Storm drain master plan

The council approved an
$80,000 contract for SCI Con-
sulting Group, the consultant that
will compute the rate study for
the town. Jerry Bradshaw for SCI
gave the example of a few 10,000
to 20,000 square foot lots, which
would be studied to determine an
average percentage of impervious
surface on them. That percentage
would determine a fee that would
be applied to all such parcels. For
commercial properties, the tax
would be a rate per acre. Open
space lots would be exempt. Own-
ers of residences that are part of
an HOA would get a lower rate,
because they already pay for the
drainage in their HOA and impact
the overall system less. Bradshaw
added that an appeals process
would be administered by town
staff for the property owners feel-
ing unjustly assessed.

Bradshaw noted that the pro-
posed storm drain fee is not wide-
spread in the state. He said that the
survey, which showed a majority
of support for this mechanism, did
not take into account the com-
mercial property owners or the
schools. With the schools being
made of concrete, but also includ-
ing many sports fields, it is going
to be interesting to see how the
proposed fee for the district incor-
porates these factors.

Residents Scott Bowhay and
Brent Meyers expressed reserva-
tions about the town using this
mechanism to fund the drain re-
pairs. Bowhay spoke for a new
group in town called Smart Mor-
aga, which wants to be part of the
decision-making process. Mey-
ers questioned what he felt was a
rushed solution. He said he was
not sure this was the only alterna-
tive that should be studied and that
the town should engage in a larger
discussion.

Meyers noted that the survey
also shows that over 40 percent
of residents do not believe that the
town is going in the right direc-
tion, and that proposing the new
fee was not addressing this recent

distrust.

Mayor Teresa Onoda some-
what echoed these remarks when
she asked to postpone the ballot
for one year in order to re-estab-
lish trust with residents first. But
her fellow council members stated
that the storm drain situation was
an emergency, as demonstrated
by the Rheem sinkhole, and that it
would be irresponsible not to seek
means to prevent further disasters.

There was no majority among

Graphic provided

council members to determine tim-
ing for the tax measure. The con-
sultant suggested mailing the bal-
lots in March for results in April.
Council Member Jeanette Fritzky
noted that the time to inform resi-
dents would be too short. Resident
Ellen Beans who had been a part
of the successful 1 percent sales
tax ballot measure, Measure K,
also stressed the importance of in-
forming and educating residents.
The budget allocated to the

consultant includes only a few
thousand dollars for outreach. It
was clear to the council that most
of the communication would have
to be done by volunteers, like for
Measure K. That 2012 outreach
campaign was done over a period
of two years, however, not four
months.

Bradshaw confirmed that his
complete work could be done in
stages and that it would not cost
more to the town if a decision was
made to hold the election later.
The consultant indicated that the
results of the rate study would be
available in December and could
be heard at the Dec. 13 meeting.
This last meeting of the year has
traditionally been dedicated to the
election of a new mayor. This time,
it will also be the last meeting of
town manager Bob Priebe who has
served the town for 35 years. It is
not certain that the council will
agree to disturb the festive tradi-
tion with this hearing.
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Celebration planned to

mark end of the Moraga
sinkhole, Nov. 16

By Sophie Braccini

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Civil Engineer Shawn Knapp in the trench as the culvert is repaired.

Town staff decided to hold the
reopening of Rheem Boule-
vard party on Nov.16 after all the
different pieces are in place, giv-
ing the town a finished product: a
repaired culvert, a repaved arterial,
reconstructed sidewalks, new and
cured pavement, new striping and
new street lights.

The event will take place from
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the corner
of Moraga Road and Rheem Boule-
vard. Just before the official ribbon
cutting, emergency vehicles will
pass through before the roadway
is open to all traffic. The town staff
and the Chamber of Commerce are
inviting residents and businesses
to celebrate the end of the long or-
deal, which was delayed by many
administrative and meteorological
challenges.

Merchants bordering the boule-
vard will hand out goodies in bags
that say, “I survived the sinkhole.”
Public Works Director Edric Kwan,
who has been in charge since the
culvert collapsed 20 months ago,
says that all the goodies were do-

nated by either utility companies,
contractors or local merchants.

Kwan is confident that the de-
manding process the town was sub-
jected to by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency will result in
a reimbursement of the close to $3
million that was spent to repair the
hole, but notes that the reimburse-
ment may take years before it re-
turns to the town’s reserve fund.

Normal circulation at the inter-
section will resume soon after the
celebration is over.

A worker in the old culvert.
Photos provided

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Page: A5

New winemaker regulations get final
planning commission review

By Sophie Braccini

he problem is simple to state:

regulating commercial winer-
ies is about balancing the needs
of light industrial operations in
residential districts with the neigh-
bors’ rights and concerns. But it
took four hours for the planning
commission to reach a consensus,
after years of study and outreach,
because the questions raised are
complex and somewhat ambigu-
ous, according to the commis-
sioners. Throughout the discus-
sion, commissioners questioned
the fairness of creating rules that
would apply to winemakers only,
and would be different from what
is asked of other residents or
groups.

The neighbors of the few com-
mercial wineries in town have
engaged in the regulation process
and their concerns center mostly
around traffic and parking, noise,
and pesticide use. The commis-
sion reviewed a proposed regula-
tion addressing only commercial
winemakers, not residents making
wine for their own use, or grape
growing, however large it might
be. Staff noted that the vast ma-
jority of winemaking and grape
growing in town does not fall into
the commercial winemaking cate-
gory. This pertains only to bonded
wineries that are licensed with the
state. At this time there are only
three such operations in town: one
on Joseph Drive (the Bluffs), one
on Laird Drive and one on Rheem
Boulevard. There was also one on
Hansen Court, but the new own-
ers indicated that they were not
renewing their license.

The winemakers who came to
the meeting are part of the Lam-
orinda Wine Growers Association,
the group that went through the
long process of having the Lamor-

inda area recognized as a distinct
American Viticultural Area. Susan
Captain reminded the commis-
sioners that her vineyard was es-
tablished over 10 years ago with
the planning department’s bless-
ing, and that the economic devel-
opment committee had recom-
mended developing winemaking
as an opportunity for making the
town a destination.

Neighbor Jacques Blumer,
however, compared winemaking
with tomato canning and tried to
explain that this type of industrial
activity would never be authorized
in Moraga.

On one side, neighbors want-
ed complete disclosure regard-
ing pesticide use, limits in terms
of promotional and large events,
no parking impact on public or
private roads, and more stringent
noise regulation. On the other side,
LWGA claimed that the proposed
restrictions would kill the budding
economic sector, and asked for al-
lowing larger production, not lim-
iting planted acreage, and allow-
ing more events for larger crowds.
The planning commission tried to
strike a balance.

The question regarding pes-
ticides is a thorny one. Residents
claim that spraying is a hazard for

children and adults’ health and can
have impacts on the watershed.
They asked for disclosure, testing
and possibly restriction to only or-
ganic products. Staff was clear that
the matter is a privilege of the state
and cannot be further regulated by
cities. There were only two ways
that were found compatible with
the state rules to control pesticide
use at the city level: ask winemak-
ers to send the town a copy of
the pesticide report they have to
submit to the district, and require
setbacks to limit impacts on neigh-
bors.

Commissioner Karl Davis gave
his personal testimonial from when
he lived in Guerneville, next to a
large wine grower, and said that a
50-foot setback made a difference.
He qualified his remarks by saying
they were anecdotal and not scien-
tific proofs of the benefit of such a
setback. His fellow commissioners
asked that staff researched the ef-
ficacy of setbacks on neighboring
pollution before bringing the text
to the town council. Davis also
noted the ambiguity of the pro-
posed text that would regulate the
spraying for winemakers, but not
for wine growers who can just as
easily impact their neighbors.

... continued on page A9
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ORINDA
Orinda

Public Meetings

City Council

Tuesday, Nov. 21, 6 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Nov. 28, 7 p.m.

Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Citizens’ Infrastructure

Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Dec. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District
Monday, Dec. 11, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting

8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Orinda city manager highlights midyear financial challenges

By Nick Marnell

hile not threatening the
declaration of a fiscal
emergency, Orinda City Man-
ager Steve Salomon outlined at
the Nov. 8 City Council meeting
some of the financial challenges
faced by the municipality.
Salomon explained to the
council that according to the
State Board of Equalization, the
city receives only 7 percent of
each Orinda property tax dollar,
with over half of the tax dollar
going to the local schools, 23
percent to the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District and 10 percent to the

county itself.

“That is very low,” Salomon
said of Orinda’s share. Moraga
receives 5 percent of every prop-
erty tax dollar and Lafayette 6
percent.

Salomon also compared sales
tax revenue versus other Contra
Costa County municipalities,
with Orinda coming in third from
the bottom at $45.61 per capita,
above only Oakley and Clayton.
“Other cities can provide the
same services with twice the rev-
enue,” Salomon said, noting that
Lafayette recognizes $98.96 per

capita and Moraga $49.79.

What’s more, Orinda sales tax
revenue is projected to increase
only $88,000 over the next seven
years, according to a study done
for the city. “That figure could
be improved if the project across
Orinda Way is built,” Salomon
said, referring to the planned
18,000 square foot Bella Oaks
development of restaurants, retail
and offices.

Lastly Salomon explained
that the cost of the natural disas-
ters to have befallen the city this
year has significantly reduced

the city general fund reserves.
Orinda budgeted $3.75 million to
cover expenses of the 2017 storm
damage, including the Miner
Road sinkhole, and that as of
October, the city had spent $3.35
million of the money with more
expenses expected.

“It’s taken more than half of
the reserves we’ve accumulated
over the years,” Salomon said,
with the city having reported
$5.9 million in its reserve fund as
of June.

ORINDA
Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report

Oct. 22 to Nov. 4
Alarms 36
Noise Complaints 4

911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 5
Traffic Stops 45
Suspicious Circumstances 8
Suspicious Subjects 13
Suspicious Vehicles 31
Abandoned Vehicle

Spring Rd./Knickerbocker Ln.

10 block El Toyonal

Del Valle/Vista del Orinda
Accident, Injury

Sanborn Rd./Moraga Way

400 block Dalewood Dr.
Accident, Property

Shell gas

Miramonte High School

90 block Moraga Way

Moraga Way/Buena Vista
Arson

70 block Brookwood Rd.
Barking Dog

200 block El Toyonal

10 block Southwood Ct.
Burglary, Auto

40 block Oakwood Rd.

20 block Bryant Way

Wagner Ranch

10 block Moraga Way

50 block Moraga Way (2)
Burglary

90 block Camino Encinas

30 block Rio Vista

Orinda Country Club

200 block Canon Dr.

50 block La Cresta Rd.
Civil

10 block Valley View Rd. (3)
Death, Non-criminal

100 block Crest View Dr.
Defraud Innkeeper

Moraga Way/Bryant Way
Disturbance

10 block Donna Maria Way

10 block La Cintilla

Camino Pablo/Hwy 24

Oakridge Ln./Tahos Rd.
Dispute, Verbal

400 block Manzanita Dr.

CVS

10 block Yosemite Rd.
DUI

Moraga Way/Glorietta

Shell
Fire/EMS

40 block Donald Dr.
Forgery

10 block Kittiwake Rd.
Health & Safety Violation

Nation’s

Donald Dr./Hall Dr. (2)
Hit & Run

100 block Crest View Dr.

100 block Ardith Dr.

200 block Moraga Way
ID Theft

10 block Corte Holganza (2)
Indecent Exposure

Orinda Theatre

Potential breakthrough to the parking logjam at
Orinda BART

By Nick Marnell

BART board president Rebecca Saltzman explains Scoop partnership to Orinda City Council.

C ommuters who carpool to
the Orinda BART station us-

gies will be guaranteed a park-
ing space until 10 a.m. in permit

Photo Nick Marnell

BART board president Rebecca
Saltzman announced at the Orin-

ing an app from Scoop Technolo- parking areas at the station, da City Council meeting Nov. 8.

Saltzman said that the district
goal was to maximize the limited
number of parking spaces at the
Orinda station by increasing the
number of BART riders using each
parking space. “We’re trying to get
more than one person to show up in
each car so that there will be more
parking spaces available for those
who need them,” Saltzman told the
council.

To qualify for the guaranteed
parking space in the permit lot, users
first download the app from Scoop,
a managed carpool program based
in San Francisco. The night before
the trip to BART, drivers schedule
a trip to the Orinda station and the
app will attempt to match the driver
with a rider nearby. “About 90 per-
cent of people are getting matched,”
Saltzman said, based on data from
five BART stations already enrolled
in the program.

... continued on page A12

Seasonal treasure seekers to converge at annual Holiday
Bazaar this Saturday

By Jennifer Wake

I Iunting for the perfect gift
will get a lot easier in Orin-

da this weekend. Individuals will
be able to browse and purchase
handmade holiday items, cloth-
ing, jewelry, cosmetics, candles,
home decorations, homemade
knit ware, organic food items and
more from over 50 vendors at the
41st Annual Holiday Bazaar from

Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd.

Public Nuisance
100 block Las Vegas Rd.
Reckless Driving
Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
Bear Creek/Happy Valley
Bear Creek/Camino Pablo
Southwood Dr./Moraga Way
St. Stephens/Hwy 24
Camino Sobrante/Camino Pablo
Moraga Way/Valley View Dr.
Theft, Petty
10 block Estates Ct.
Safeway
Trespass
10 block Broadview Terr.
Theft, Vehicle
Safeway
Vandalism
400 block Moraga Way
10 block Corte Sombrita
Warrant Service/Arrest/Advise
400 block 7th St., San Francisco
Welfare Check
10 block Diablo View Dr.
20 block Calvin Ct.
20 block Calvin Dr.
40 block Canyon View Dr.
10 block Broadview Terr.
CVS

10 am. to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 18 at the Orinda Community
Center on Orinda Way.

Orinda Recreation Supervi-
sor Jennifer Weiss says, “This
year we have 30 percent new ven-
dors and beloved return vendors
bringing one-of-a-kind goods like
handbags, hand-made jewelry
and knitted goods, flannel PJ’s,

year's event.

Scooter the Clown will make an appearance at this

holiday ornaments, stationary, sil-
verware, fashion accessories, cus-
tom made jewelry, T-shirts, metal
work and signs for home décor,
pottery, scarves and shawls, as
well as unique children’s toys and
puzzles and well-known vendors
like Sima’s Foods, Hofssi Choco-
lates, Captain Vineyards, Perfect-
ly Posh, Jamberry and Arbonne,
L .

just to name a few!”

Scooter the Clown will be
found roaming the bazaar, mak-
ing free balloon animals and do-
ing magic, added Weiss, and there
will be a free children’s craft area
in Room 6 of the Community
Center.

The free event will be held
rain or shine.

These colorful knit caps are some of the many offerings
Photos provided at this year's bazaar.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Orinda seniors support Giving Tuesday

By Sophie Braccini

here is not a dull moment after

Thanksgiving: Black Friday,
Small Business Saturday, Cyber
Monday and, since 2012, Giv-
ing Tuesday or #givingtuesday, a
movement created to try to coun-
terbalance the hyper-mercantiliza-
tion of the post holiday fever.

The Orinda Association, the
nonprofit that manages the Se-
niors Around Town program, de-
cided to become a moving force
of #givingtuesday and has started
a collection of gifts for North Bay
fire victims that will culminate on

Orinda Senior Village residents write notes to North Bay fires victims.

Photo provided
Tuesday, Nov. 28. Seniors from
Orinda Senior Village decided to
join in and wrote personal notes of
support to the future recipients.

On a Tuesday afternoon, a
group of residents living in Orinda
Senior Village got together to write
encouraging notes to victims of
the North Bay fires. Some wrote
simply from the heart, conveying
thoughts of compassion and friend-
ly support, while others wrote from
a model letter as English was not
the easiest vehicle for them to ex-
press their feelings. All felt moved

by what they think fire victims
must be going through, as they face
the complete devastation of their
communities. About 60 cards were
handwritten by the seniors on note-
cards provided by OA board mem-
ber Kate Wiley.

Eartha Newsong from Orinda
Senior Village worked with the as-
sociation to rally a group of will-
ing scribes. Wiley explains that the
idea is comparable to that of writ-
ing notes to soldiers for the holi-
days. The notes will accompany
gifts collected through Nov. 28 at
the Orinda Association office.

Wiley says that North Bay au-
thorities have been overwhelmed
with donations in the first weeks
following the fires, but that think-
ing of victims later in November
would be welcomed. Cindy Powell,
OA president, brainstormed with
her board the best gifts to collect
for seniors and children. The plan
is to gather books for both ages,
new toys, and reading glasses.

The collection bins are acces-
sible during business hours from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday at 26 Orinda Way on the
library plaza, next to Cafe Teatro,
until Nov. 28.

Orinda Tree of Lights
planned for Dec. 2

Last year's tree lighting event

he annual Hospice Tree of

Lights events give loved
ones a chance to honor those who
have passed on with the twinkle
of light adorned on one of 12 trees
lit each year throughout the East
Bay. The Orinda Tree of Lights
is scheduled from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2 in Orinda
Village by Bank of America, as
part of the Orinda community’s
holiday celebration. Participants
dedicate a Memorial Light for a
loved one; the suggested dona-

Photo Sora O'Doherty

tion of $30 honors that loved one
while directly supporting end-of-
life patient care through Hospice
East Bay. Unlike the event re-
cently held at the Moraga Coun-
try Club on Nov. 12, because the
Tree of Lights is part of a holi-
day celebration, no names will
be read at the Orinda event. The
trees will stay lit throughout the
holiday season. For more infor-
mation about this event, or about
Hospice East Bay, visit www.
hospiceeastbay.org. —J. Wake
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Public Meetings
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House destroyed, one dead in Archer Circle fire
By Nick Marnell

Moraga-Orinda Fire

District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.

Go to the website for meeting
location, times and agendas. Visit
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Dec. 12, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,

651 Pine St., Martinez

For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

.thanks

Archer fire contained

hortly before dawn on Oct. 30,

Ferenc Kovac heard pops and
sparks, looked out his window and
saw smoke and flames shooting
from a house afire in a nearby Mor-
aga cul de sac. Kovac called in the
alarm at 4:48 a.m. and within six
minutes, Capt. Mike Rattary and

925-377-0977

his engine company from Moraga-
Orinda Fire District Station 41 ar-
rived at 9 Archer Circle to a house
fully engulfed in flames.

Battalion Chief Felipe Baretto
immediately called for a second
alarm because of the potential for
the fire spreading into the adjacent

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Photo courtesy Felipe Baretto, MOFD

trees and uphill to neighboring
homes. A total of 41 firefighters
from MOFD and the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District re-
sponded to the incident. Because
drums possibly containing nitric
and hydrochloric acid were report-
ed in the garage, the Contra Costa

Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2017

County Hazardous Materials Team
was called to the scene. Wires were
reported down and PG&E secured
the electrical and gas lines.

“I was impressed that they
could contain the fire to the one
structure,” Kovac said.

One resident was rescued from
the rear of the structure and trans-
ported to John Muir Hospital. The
victim later died due to the severe
burn injuries he received in the fire,
according to Interim Fire Chief Jer-
ry Lee. Another resident escaped
unharmed.

Total property damage was es-
timated at $1 million. The fire re-
mains under joint investigation by
officials of MOFD and the Moraga
Police Department, who have yet to
announce the cause of the fire.

The Alford family evacuated
their nearby home because of the
Archer Circle fire danger. In 2016,
the Alfords evacuated their country
club home on Augusta Drive after
it was red-tagged as uninhabitable
because of landslides along a re-
gional park trail.

“This time, it was only for 30
minutes,” Ray Alford said.
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Local firefighters reflect on recent major disasters

... continued from page A1

The 80-person task force, whose
members must meet rescue certifi-
cations and must be able to depart
on three hours notice, was deployed
in San Antonio, Katy, Simonton
and Wharton, Texas. The respond-
ers stayed in makeshift dorms at
school gyms and stadiums.

“The response from the citizens
when we got there left the biggest
impression on me,” said Capt. Da-
vid Watson of ConFire. “They were
more concerned for us than they
were for themselves. And these
were people who lost everything.”

“Texans brought out home-
cooked meals,” Rogness said. “A
family came to our truck stop with
a full Texas barbecue — for 70 of
us.”

The work in Texas included re-
pairing rain damage and perform-
ing rescue operations. Wharton ex-
perienced severe flooding, and the
task force searched for and evacu-
ated residents and animals from
the flooded areas. Rescue officer
David Mazaika, a veteran MOFD
engineer who orchestrated the dis-
trict’s original participation in the
task force, discovered something in
Wharton that he had not expected.

“What I learned is that you’re
not only there to handle the big is-
sues. It’s the little things that people
appreciate the most. The local fire
chief in Wharton was so apprecia-
tive that guys from halfway across
the country came to his small town.

Task force workers crash inside high school gymnasium at Key Largo, Florida.

The people were shocked and
amazed,” Mazaika said.

U-turn to Florida

After the completion of the
Texas deployment, Rogness sensed
what was on deck. “I saw the writ-
ing on the wall. Irma was com-
ing. Guys who were driving home
made it to El Paso, and had to turn
around, to Atlanta. Then to Flori-
da,” Rogness said.

“Ten days in Texas, home for
30 hours, 12 days back to Florida.
With a baby daughter just born July
5,” Mazaika said.

The task force arrived in Flor-
ida before the Sept. 10 hurricane,
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Photos courtesy MOPFA and California Task Force 4

with the opportunity to work on
preparation unlike the catch-up it
performed after 40 inches of rain
in Texas. Most of the damage was
from wind and surge and the group
did most of its work between Mara-
thon and Key West. Again, the re-
siliency of the local communities
stunned the task force.

“This guy had a mobile food
company in the Keys, he came by
and cooked lunch for all of us,”
Mazaika said. “Not until afterward
did we find out that he had lost his
home, his clothes, everything. He
only had his truck and trailer left.
We took up a collection to try to get
him going again. He broke down
and cried.”

The work in Florida was tough-
er because the Keys were so iso-
lated from the mainland, with most
residents having evacuated. Re-
sponders had to pick up their own
food, their own water, their own
fuel. Watson noted that the time in
Texas was easier on his family, be-
cause in Florida, there was no cell
service, no Wi-Fi, no way to com-
municate back home.

“I was energized, watching
people who had never met each
other working together to get the
job done,” Rogness said. “It’s so
cool for a small fire department
like ours to be able to contribute to
something this massive.”

The North Bay

MOFD Capt. Mike Lacy had
never been to Santa Rosa until his
strike team arrived after the Oct.
8 North Bay wildfires. “I thought,
this seems like a lot of houses that
are burning really fast. When I got
there, it only compounded my con-
fusion,” Lacy said. “Houses aren’t

supposed to burn like this. Not
5,000 stucco-sided homes with tile
roofs. I wouldn’t have even batted
an eye at that. I would have said,
your house is safe.”

ConFire sent two wildland
units on an initial attack the day of
the fire, along with four engines, as
part of a strike team. “A total of 24
of our personnel responded to this
incident,” said ConFire Operations
Chief Ed Gonzales.

Recognizing the amount of de-
struction and the speed with which
it occurred was horrific to Lacy and
the strike team. “It’s a miracle that
none of us got hurt,” Lacy said, yet
again overwhelmed by the grate-
fulness of people who had lost so
much.

Lacy himself experienced a
personal loss. “One of my friends
lost his house. I met him when I
was 4, while he was dating my
mother. He was the reason I joined
the fire service,” Lacy said.

His biggest takeaway was that
you do not have to live in the hills
and forests to confront a disas-
ter like the North Bay wildfires.
“Where there are homes and major
vegetation, this type of fire can hit,”
Lacy said, a not-so-veiled reference
to Lamorinda.

The rush of disaster response
is exciting, but responders agree
that it’s nice to return home. Not
only are the responders heroes to
the people whose lives have been
turned upside down, they are he-
roes at home as well.

“Being away takes its toll,”
Watson said. “But when [ saw my
daughter running up to me when
I landed at the Oakland Airport, it
was a moment [ will never forget.”

Please...

...thanks
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Emergency phone provides

access to police services

www.lamorindaweekly.com

oraga police officer Michael

Dreyfuss shows the new red
emergency phone located next to
the police department’s office at
329 Rheem Blvd. Chief of Police
Jon King explains that the phone is
accessible 24/7 even if the depart-
ment’s offices are closed and con-

Photo Sophie Braccini

nects people directly to the emer-
gency dispatch. The chief adds that
if someone needs immediate access
to police services and does not have
a cell phone handy, this red emer-
gency phone will always be there.
—S. Braccini

Hillside and ridgeline
town council study session
Wednesday, Nov. 15
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GLOBAL LUXURY SPECIALIST

M. 925.640.6008

ana.zimmank@camoves.com [
CalBRE #00469962

the difference

When it comes to your most important real
estate investments, trust the professional
who is exceeding expectations every day.
Whether you are looking for the perfect
home to suit your lifestyle or want to sell
your home for the best return, you can
count on me to carefully guide

you through the process

Experience the difference. -.

Bridging the journey from

Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“One satisfied client at a time!”

Maria Eberle, REALTOR®
(925) 478-7190

Maria@MariaEberle.com
www.MariaEberle.com
CalBRE #01798906
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Call today for a personalized tour of
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.

i;fmﬁferi;_c.a Recycl

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!
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Costa
Recycles

Take the Pledge:

Recyclable items are all around your
house, not just in the kitchen and office.
This winter, pledge to recycle more items
in your bathroom, including:

* Empty plastic bottles
(mouthwash, shampoo, & more)
* Cardboard packaging
(for toothpaste or bar soap)

¢ Toilet paper rolls
and tissue boxes
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America Recycles Day is Nov. 15

During the month of November, pledge
to recycle more, and vote for a local
community project to receive a $1,500
waste reduction project grant!

www.ContraCostaRecycles.com

Republic Services Is raffling off
$100 gift cards and Zero Waste Kits!
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o
fter several years of meet-
ings and study sessions the

planning commission submitted

its recommendation to the Moraga

Town Council regarding new hill-

side and ridgeline regulations. The

commission recommended most of
the text with some exceptions, such
as a new rule limiting development
in high-risk areas to one dwelling
unit per 20 acres, even when haz-

05 1 Milbes @

ards such as landslides have been
mitigated or new ways to calcu-
late visual impacts of new build-
ings on hillsides. The council will
hold a study session about the new
body of texts at 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 15, in the council chambers,
335 Rheem Blvd. The final amend-
ments to existing regulations are
still slated for adoption before the
end of the year. — S. Braccini

New winemaker regulations

.. continued from page AS

All agreed that winemakers
should send a copy of their county
pesticide disclosure to the town. It
was noted that it was an after-the-
fact document and not a warning to
neighbors.

The commissioners supported
the restriction to a maximum of
1,000 cases of wine per winery. A
producer would have to ask for a
specific authorization to produce
more. The commission did not
support the concept of limiting the
number of acres or a percentage of
a property dedicated to grapes.

They agreed to limit the num-

ber of large events to a maximum
of five per year with notification to
the town 10 days in advance. They
also found it reasonable to limit
wine tasting and tours to 10 guests,
up to three times a day. The noise
level will have to be limited to a
maximum of 70 dBa - a weighted
decibel level - during events, har-
vest or use of machinery, and to 60
dBa otherwise.

The next step is for the town
council to review and adopt a final
ordinance. It should not happen be-
fore January, depending on other
priorities.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions

with our moving Van?-

a It’s one of our best kept secrets..
e 2 ; Butnow we're telling :.r-::-u'

: Rent a unit and we'll move

you in. What a great way to

get rid of all the stress & hassle of storing your things

Storage Help
You Get Ready

45% OFF
select units...
Example:

8 x 7reg. $192..now only $105.%°

Select units lirmnited, not available at all locations, call for details - rent today while
these discounis are still valid! Special discounts expire 11/50/17
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) Keep tuned into our Social Media
* Check with A office fo get dietoils amd gneidetines for FEEE moving van awehen gou rent o il
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RENTQYSPACE
Store i Yourself & SBave

with your community.
Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F

(925) 643-2026

WWwW.SASpace.com




Page: Al0O LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

Wiare Dlsigns
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Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
* Custom Designs e Appraisals
* Expert Repairs e Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.
-----------------1

:. $5 off Watch Battery I
| Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 12/30/17. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
oo o e o e o me o Ew o e mw me o e oms ol
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

Bay Area

BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

Mo

92503779209 (7.

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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New business instills the love of books
in local children

By Diane Claytor
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Moraga’s Trudy Deutz shows off the books and special packing that El-

ephant Book Club members will receive.

t’s one of the best antidotes to

a hectic day spent rushing from
one activity to the next, one place
to another: cuddling on the sofa or
snuggling in bed with your freshly
bathed, clean-smelling toddler be-
side you, reading his or her favor-
ite story (even if it is for the 25th
time). These are the moments that
reinforce that very special bond,
create wonderful memories and of-
ten elicit meaningful conversations.
And no matter how easy or con-
venient an e-reader may be, for a
child especially, it doesn’t compare
to holding a book, turning a page,
feeling the furry bunny or soft kit-
ten that’s the star of the story.

We all know bookstores are,
unfortunately, disappearing, mak-
ing it more difficult to find that
perfect book for the children in our
lives. That’s what Moraga’s Trudy
Deutz realized last year when look-
ing for a gift for a friend’s 5-year-
old. Wanting to purchase a book

At the UC Ee Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:

* Pediatric Vision Care °* Eye Examinations
* LASIK Surgery ° Geriatric Vision Care ¢ Contact Lenses
* Eyewear Center ° Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

v

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com

510.642.2020
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but not knowing what books the
recipient may already have, Deutz
started thinking about the concept
of a kids’ book club, finding new,
undiscovered authors and offer-
ing beautiful, vibrant hard-covered
age-appropriate books.

Deutz, who has more than 20
years of consumer product, enter-
tainment and digital media experi-
ence, contacted a former colleague,
Stephen Murray, like Deutz, an
avid reader, who now lives in Lon-
don. The two reminisced about the
books they read as children, their
memories of childhood visits to
the library and checking out books,
using the old library check-out
card included in every book. They
talked about the current retro trend
where, as Deutz said, “everything
is new again” and the idea of cre-
ating a book club for the younger
set. Deutz and Murray did their
due diligence, researching what
the experts say about the impor-
tance of reading. Almost all agree
that books stimulate imagination
and play, curiosity and discussion.
FirstfiveCalifornia.com reports that
books are one of the most effective
learning tools for children, start-
ing from infancy. “Studies have
shown that encouraging a child’s
comments and responses during
story time can actually accelerate a
2-year-old’s language development
by up to nine months,” the website
states.

Valerie Friedholm, another
friend with marketing, sales and

financial experience, joined the
group and, after more research
and many conversations and vir-
tual meetings, the three book lov-
ers brought to life The Elephant
Book Club, geared to children from
infants to 6-year-olds. (The name,
according to Deutz, came to them
because elephants are such gentle,
sweet animals with great memo-
ries and said to be devoted to their
offspring.) “We all believe that an
early introduction to books played
a critical role in our own develop-
ment by encouraging curiosity,
love of learning and, perhaps most
of all, imagination,” the co-found-
ers state on their website. Their
goal is to help today’s young fami-
lies make that same discovery.

The co-founders have built re-
lationships with several publish-
ers who provide books to review.
Friedholm, who lives on the East
Coast, meets with the publishers
to personally source the books and
make sure each one meets the high
standards wanted for the Elephant
Book Club members. “We’re look-
ing for quality books we think par-
ents will want to read and kids will
want to keep,” Deutz explained.

Each month, club members in
the 0-2 year age range receive three
high-quality colorful and stimulat-
ing board books; 2- to 6-year-olds
receive two exceptionally writ-
ten and designed hard-covered
picture books. In addition to the
premium books sent, each deliv-
ery includes reading tips and a set
of fun activities designed to make
family reading even more mean-
ingful and engaging. Beautifully
crafted bookplates are sent for the
younger children while the older
ones receive custom-designed li-
brary cards. Deutz explained that
toddlers can scribble something on
the bookplate or a preschooler can
write the name of the person who
read him or her the book for the
very first time on the library card.
“These are simple ways to make a
library of personalized memories,”
she noted.

As Deutz continued, “We’re
excited to offer these new, beauti-
ful books and having them mean
something to both parents and
children. They can bond over the
books and then save them, know-
ing the kids have a real — not digital
— library they can cherish and some
day pass on to their kids.”

For more information or to sub-
scribe and receive books the chil-
dren in your life will want to read,
share and keep, go to elephant-
books.com.

A good match for

the holidays: Hollie’s
Homegrown and Hofssi
Chocolates at Cine Cuvée

By Sophie Braccini

t a recent Lamorinda Busi-

ness Women group meeting,
Hollie Lucas-Alcalay participated
in a panel discussion about part-
nerships. For the Moraga entre-
preneur who grows and sells her
herbs and derivative concoctions,
it was a topic she understands
well; she recently created a com-
mon boutique with Lamorinda
chocolatier sisters Susan Hof-
meister and Linda Rossi of Hofssi
Chocolates in Orinda’s downtown
Cine Cuvée.

The three women are all
mothers of young children, living
in Moraga or Orinda and driven
by a similar desire to create high
quality gourmet products for a
demanding market. Lucas-Alca-
lay has been in business for seven
years, growing all kinds of herbs
in her garden, drying and packag-
ing them, creating teas, culinary
salts, olive oils and herb infused
bath and body products that she
sells herself in farmers’ markets

or online.

Hofmeister and Rossi create
their chocolates through Cottage
Food Operator licenses in their
homes. Their range of products
include gourmet caramels, tof-
fees, mint meltaways, chocolate
covered almonds and the signa-
ture gianduja — an Italian concoc-
tion mixing chocolate and ground
roasted hazelnuts or almonds.

The three women rubbed
shoulders at different events, such
as the Hacienda de las Flores
Holiday Fair, and Lucas-Alcalay
noticed that the chocolatiers were
business women with the same
ethics: looking for organic, flaw-
less production, and delivering
what had been promised on the
terms that were agreed upon.

The trio also explains that they
are in the same economic bracket
with similar constraints: their vol-
umes are still small, so selling
wholesale does not pencil out.

... continued on page All
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Cannabis in Bollinger Canyon

By Sophie Braccini
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Cannabis growing on a legal medical grow farm in Washington

On an early October morn-
ing, two deputies from the

county sheriff’s office knocked on
the door of a farm located toward
the end of Bollinger Canyon Road.
The owners were not happy to see
the two officers but knew why they
were there; the crop growing on
the property was an illegal one: a
flowering plant of the Cannabaceae
family, more commonly known as
marijuana. The owners were given
two weeks to remove the crop. But
will the year-end legislation that
makes the recreational drug’s com-
merce legal permit growing the
crop? That remains to be seen.

Residents claiming to live close
to several large cannabis farms lo-
cated off Bollinger Canyon Road
sent the sheriff’s office an anony-
mous letter alerting them of the
operation. The letter identified one
of the growers, indicating that this
activity had been going on for years
and claimed it was linked to Mexi-
can cartels dismantled five years
ago.

Since then, the writers contend,
the number of farms has increased,
cultivation happens in plain view,
and in late fall a large number of
pickup trucks running up and down
that narrow country road at high
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speed have been spotted day and
night, as well as blacked-out SUVs
carrying seasonal workers at har-
vest time. The whistleblowers also
complained of large movement
of earth and containers, and the
sounds of frequent gunshots that
frighten nearby families.

Another area resident, who also
asked to remain anonymous, con-
firmed the allegations contained in
the letter.

The Moraga side of Bollinger
Canyon in question is accessible
only through the road that branches
off St. Mary’s Road, at the corner
of the local college, but it soon be-
comes unincorporated land, regu-
lated and policed by the county.

Come January, the commerce
of marijuana will be legal in Cali-
fornia, but does that mean that
these farms will be able to operate
legally? It may not be that simple.

Contra Costa County Supervi-
sor Candace Andersen explains that
the county still has to regulate what
will be and will not be permitted
within the county limits and is in
no hurry to do so. She explains that
many aspects of the cultivation will
have to be regulated, as is done for
any farming activity.

Andersen adds that it is a good
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thing, since at this time no control
is undertaken of potential environ-
mental hazards impacting local
streams and creeks with runoffs of
pesticides and fertilizers in what
ultimately becomes our drinking
water.

The anonymous letter writers
also alleged that pesticides and
fertilizers are used unchecked in
the Bollinger farms, polluting Bol-
linger Creek that is part of the large
Walnut Creek watershed.

Andersen also noted that the
county is likely to be sensitive to
what local jurisdictions autho-
rize as far as cultivation, and will
regulate specific areas with similar
restrictions as those imposed in ad-
jacent communities. Moraga has
adopted policies that do not allow
for open field and large scale culti-
vation of cannabis.

The Moraga police department
confirmed that its jurisdiction does
not extend to unincorporated Con-
tra Costa County. A few years ago,
however, Moraga police officers
took action alongside East Bay Re-
gional Park District rangers when
shooting presumably attributed to
outdoor cannabis growing hap-
pened in the wilderness area off
Rancho Laguna Park.
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A good match for the holidays

.. continued from page A10

Hollie Lucas-Alcalay, Susan Rossi and Linda Hofmeister set up their holiday

store at Cine Cuvée in Orinda.

They want to grow but will have to
make crucial decisions in terms of

Photo provided

bar into a gourmet boutique at
10 a.m., then turn the space back
into a wine bar by 5 p.m., but the
ladies are up to the challenge. Ev-
ery day, they also come to run the
store — something that is a bit of a
challenge when running a boom-
ing business, since online sales and
farmers’ markets do not stop during
the holidays, and neither do raising
families. They all acknowledge that
their husbands support them hand-
somely, with meal prep and man-
agement of most of the children’s
extracurricular activities. Several
Saint Mary’s students also intern
at the boutique. The three business-
women say that the students enjoy
learning the ropes of a small busi-
ness.

Lucas-Alcalay, Hofmeister and
Rossi say that depending on how
things go at the holiday boutique
they might look for a common per-
manent space in the future.
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investments and more partnerships.
Both businesses are also develop-
ing online sales, as well as work-
ing on fundraising activities where
part of the proceeds go to a school
or charity.

They decided to look for a retail
space to share during the holidays.
October through December are
three crucial months for both their
businesses, generating more than
50 percent of their annual sales.
They talked to different landlords
and commercial agents, but could
not find the space that would com-
bine good foot traffic and afford-
ability. Then one day, while going
to the movies, Lucas-Alcalay no-
ticed that the wine bar, Cine Cuvée,
next to the Orinda theater, was only
open in the evening. The women
contacted owner Derek Zemrak,
and struck a deal.

Hollie’s Homegrown and Hofs-
si Chocolates now have a storefront
through Dec. 23, open from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. in downtown, at 2 Orinda
Theatre Square.

It is a bit of work every day to
set things up and transform a cozy

ANTIGUA
DOOQORS

www ANTICUADOORS .com
sales@antiguadoors.com
321 Hartz Awve, Sulte &5, Danville
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* Emergency service
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* Water heater specialist
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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
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MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC,
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

-
Mike Rosa
Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Winter Painting Sale
10% Off Interior Painting

Book your interior painting. Work must be
completed December 1t - February 28, 2018.

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Exterior & Interior Painting
Deck Refinishing  Dry Rot Repair

Local Moraga Resident
California Contractor License 456414
Fully insured

See our reviews on Yelp, Nextdoor, Houzz

925-377-0977
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As seen 1n Lamorinda...
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Members of Boy Scout Troops 212, 234, 246, and 249 watch Piper Steven McElhaney of the Caledonian Club of
San Francisco’s Prince Charles Pipe Band during Veteran’s Day ceremonies at Moraga Commons Park.

Mayor Teresa Onoda (center) surrounds herself with Cadette, Senior and Ambassador Girl Scouts from Orinda
Moraga Service Unit #327 before the Veteran's Day ceremonies at Moraga Commons Park. This is the first year
Girl Scouts have taken an active role in the commemoration.

Photos Cathy Dausman

... continued from page A1l

“The gas is located near the failed
shoulder of the road and that was
my biggest immediate concern.”

“We needed to prevent any ad-
ditional erosion or we could lose
that section of St. Mary’s Road into
the creek (we were able to do that
by covering the slide with plastic
sheeting). Almost simultaneously,
my thoughts went to how can we
fix this and how fast can we get it
done,” said Moran, explaining how
shocked he was when he first saw
the slide.

Valentine Corporation of San
Rafael was awarded a contract in

St. Mary’s Road at the point of slide — exposed pipe visible.

1 i . " _' L
Photo provided
the amount of $493,369 at a city
council meeting in August. “We are
fortunate that this slide occurred
during a declared disaster because
this made our repair eligible for
federal funding,” Moran said.

“For our job, FEMA has said
they will reimburse 75 percent of
qualifying expenses,” Moran ex-
plained. “They will only pay to
restore to previous condition, no
betterment. Additionally, the Cali-
fornia Emergency Management
Agency will also reimburse 75 per-
cent of the remaining 25 percent, or
18.75 percent. So theoretically the

Lafayette’s proactive measures prevent road collapse

city can complete this project and
be reimbursed for 93.75 percent of
the costs.”

Moran credits the contractors
saying they did a great job and
brought in the right equipment to
reach down the steep slope to the
creek, using a Gradall loader with a
60-foot reach from the roadway at
the top.

Although drivers might expe-
rience frustration while held up
in traffic, there are perhaps many
aspects to a public works project
that residents do not consider. Mo-
ran refers to the flaggers who were
controlling traffic. “I did receive a
request to use a timed temporary
signal but denied that request for
a couple of reasons. One reason
is that two flaggers can adjust the
amount of time they let through
northbound or southbound traffic
based on actual traffic loads. Hu-
mans will be more efficient than a
timed signal.”

“Another reason is that we still
had to hold traffic in both directions
when equipment was blocking both
lanes and they would still need a
traffic controller to operate the sig-
nal so that it would show a red light
in both directions when both lanes
were blocked.”

Moran points out, “Because
this repair is on a creek bank, the
city needed to work with Fish and
Wildlife, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, and the Regional Water
Quality Control Board. This is quite
a process and took months to get all
required permissions. We will also
have to monitor and report on the
planting and riparian restoration for
five years following the completion
of the project.”

With water from the rains now
starting to flow in the creek, La-
fayette is ahead of the game on St.
Mary’s Road.

According to the Scoop web-
site, most rides will cost a few dol-
lars, and a ride home is guaranteed.
If a rider is “Scooped” into the
Orinda station, and for any reason,
Scoop is unable to fulfill the ride
back, Scoop will reimburse the cost
of alternate transportation home up
to a maximum of $50 per month.

“This is also a great way to
serve our parent community,” said
Vice Mayor Amy Worth, noting
that parents who drop off kids at
school in the morning would likely
never get to the BART station by
the typical 7:30 a.m. fill-up time
and are even less likely to secure a

BART parking

coveted parking permit.

Those who could be negatively
affected by the program are the
BART parking permit holders, who
pay $105 monthly for the right to
park in the Orinda station permit lot
if they arrive by 10 a.m. By adding
spaces for Scoop commuters, the
district would be constricting the
spaces available to permit holders,
said Council Member Darlene Gee.

“So far, we’ve been able to
avoid that,” said Saltzman, explain-
ing that data provided by Scoop has
allowed the district to prudently
manage parking space availability.
After 10 a.m. any empty spot in the

... continued from page A6

BART permit area becomes avail-
able to the general public for a fee
on a first-come, first-served basis.

BART said it will make every
effort to deliver the guaranteed
parking spaces to Scoop users, but
during certain events, like a San
Francisco Giants afternoon base-
ball game, demand may be such
that protecting parking spaces will
be extremely difficult.

The BART-Scoop carpool pro-
gram, a partnership with the nine-
county Bay Area Metropolitan
Transportation Commission, de-
buted in Orinda on Nov. 13.
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Beyond beauty alone, Carr Ranch adds
significant habitat to Lamorinda open space

By Sophie Braccini

he dedication of a new piece

of land to open space preser-
vation in perpetuity is a special mo-
ment that brings a lot of satisfac-
tion to the hearts of those who have
worked on the project, and those
living nearby with a consciousness
of what they owe to nature. Giv-
ing back to beauty and preserving
it to future generations elevates the
soul. This was indeed the mood of
the celebration of the opening to
the public of the Carr Ranch pre-
serve in Moraga.

The celebration itself was a
two-part event, due to the air’s high
fine particle content on Oct. 14 re-
sulting from the then raging North
Bay fires. The officials’ discourses
and presentations were still held
that day at Rancho Laguna Park,
while the first official walks were
conducted on Nov. 11, exploring
the unique beauty of this site.

The large wild expanse be-
longed to the Carr family, one of
the rancher clans who once devel-
oped Moraga as an agricultural
community. During the official
ceremony, Moraga Historical Soci-
ety member Dave Trotter retraced
the significance of the family and
its land. Since these early days,
the only inhabitants of Carr Ranch
have been wildlife, with cows graz-
ing peacefully.

According to Jake Schweitzer,
wildlife biologist with Vollmar
Natural Lands Consulting who ac-
complished John Muir Land Trust’s
Resource Area Report(s) for Carr
Ranch, the property is not just any
piece of land, it harbors unique eco-
systems and natural plant and ani-
mal resources, and it also creates a
complete watershed ensemble with
neighboring properties belonging
to East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict. The agency donated to JMLT
a significant portion of the agreed
purchase price. That money comes
from open space fees developers
pay EBMUD when they develop
other lands.

When Schweitzer investigated
the conservation value of the ranch,
he discovered that Carr Ranch is
a particularly interesting site. It
includes ridge tops in a zone that
receives more precipitation than
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Glen Lewis, left, guides the group through a new gate onto the Carr Ranch land.

surrounding ridges. The biologist
explains that it is located in a gap
where the winds come through
carrying higher precipitation. The
result is the existence of the year-
round productive Buckhorn Creek
with a tall riparian corridor, and a
wide variety of tree species provid-
ing a good wildlife habitat.

During the Nov. 11 hike, it took
the group of about 40 walkers about
an hour to reach the creek and the
entrance of Carr Ranch. The hike
started at Rancho Laguna Park, and
up the Rocky Ridge EBMUD trail,
from which the Carr Ranch loop
trail branches off after 2.5 miles.
The views and the lush vegetation
along the creek provide a wonder-
ful opportunity to communicate
with nature and marvel over the
beauty of the East Bay.

Vollmar Natural Lands con-
ducted a live observation of the
property, but also installed wild-
life cameras that take pictures day
and night when movement oc-
curs. Many animal species were
observed on the property, either
in the riparian corridors, near the
multiple springs that exist within
Carr Ranch, or roaming the open
expanses: mountain lions, Alam-
eda whip snakes, American bad-
gers, red legged frogs, California
newts which Schweitzer says are
an indication of good water qual-
ity, and western pond turtle, to
mention some of the land wildlife
besides all the species of birds
such as woodpeckers, owls, quails,
vultures, cranes, hawks or golden
eagles to name a few.

On the Nov. 11 tour, birds were
easier to spot than other wild-
life. Walking Carr Ranch requires
good stamina, or time, in order to
climb the heights of the property.
It took four hours for those who
did the entire hike. They were re-
warded by views of the San Mateo
Bridge and the bay, the delta area
and Benicia Bridge, Tilden Park,
or Bollinger Canyon. They spot-
ted numerous birds and a coyote
leisurely inspecting his kingdom.
The trail is now open to the public;
an EBMUD trail permit is required
to access the ranch, which can be
purchased on the agency’s web site.

A hiking map for the Carr Ranch loop trail can be found at www.jmlt.org/
downloads/JMLT Carr Ranch Trail Map.pdf.

Budd MacKenzie:
“It’s time we all got off the couch”

Local Hero
Budd
MacKenzie will
speak at the
Commonwealth
Club in San
Francisco about
his work with

. women, children
and refugees

n war-torn
Afghanistan.

! h
Monday Dec. 4th, 6 PM
Commonwealth Club, 110 Embarcadero, San Francisco

Getting there: Travel by BART to the Embarcadero stop and take a four minute walk to their new
headquarters located at 110 Embarcadero. Tickets available online or at the door.

www.commonwealthclub.org/events/2017-12-04/couch-war-hearts-and-minds

The Place for Burgers and Beer

L

Photos Andy Scheck

JMLT has purchased over 3,000
acres in the East Bay, all dedicated
to open space in perpetuity. As its
executive director, Linus Eukel,
explained, it takes years of patient
negotiation with property owners

BISTRO
burger

to get a contract, then vigorous || Burgers | Salads | Hoagies | Shakes | Fries HouUr

fundraising strategies to garner the Great Selection of Beer & Wine 2-5:30 pm

price agreed upon. JMLT continues Watch Sports on our Two Large Screen TV's ’

to sign new contracts, including All-natural 100% Niman Ranch Burgers Beer

with several local property owners, $ 5 OFF Bistro Burger only $4

a rare opportunity that will have an 965 Mountain View Drive

enduring impact in Lamorinda. For | | AFurchase of $25 ormore (925) 403-1164 A+ P2l
Not valid during Happy Hour. www.bistroburger.net ppertizers

more information and to make do-
nations, visit www.jmlt.org.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 224
CHRISTMAS TREE LOT

On Mt. Diablo Blvd

Between Oakwood and

% the Lafayette Reservoir
> (by Community Gardens)

Opens Black Friday
November 24th, 9am
then Weekends 9am- &
9pm, and M-F 9:30am -§
9pm until weare sold & o

out

We have the freshest
trees in Lafayette

We appreciate your patronage!
Money raised supports scout training, activities and service projects.

Like us at Facebook.com/Troop224Lafayette

CHANGING
THE WAY
THE WORLD
AGES
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The Only Home Care Solution Offering an Innovative,
Science-Based Approach to Aging

Home Care Assistance has elevated the standard of care for older adults
through our Balanced Care Method™, a holistic approach to care for
older adults that promotes healthy mind, body and spirit and is based on
the scientifically studied lifestyles of the longest-living people in the world.

Speak to a Care Advisor to schedule your free in-home consultation today.

From our family to yours!
925-233-6166

HomeCareAssistance.com/Lafayette

Serving Happy Clients Across Lafayette, Orinda and Moraga!

3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite P
Lafayette, CA 94549
Next to Whole Foods!

Home (are

ASSISTANCE




LAMORINDA WEEKLY

4l

Ip.

I

il

M

P
-II“.I

M “”I
!l

TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured < Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

925-377-0977
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The Math Learning Center

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

:

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2017

GRADES K-12
Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry

Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS
Flat Monthly Fee

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

IT"S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU'LL LOVE.
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Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*
Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!
925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com

Anplies to selected window f ond ju® shutters get Blin
imate only. A partcpa

Bliitds

The Best in Custom Blinds and Window Coverings

College Prep ¢ Grades 8-12 ¢ Small Classes

Open House
Dec. 9 from 1-4 pm

We only want the best for our kids. .. safe communities, good schools.
That's why many of us moved to the Lamorinda area with it's low
crime rate and top rated high schools. But the public high schools, no
matter how highly rated, are not a fit for every student. Unfortunately,
feelings of anxiety, depression, being invisible and stressed out define
high school for many of our teens. A top notch education shouldn’t
come at the expense of the mental health of our children. At OA,
we believe that kids who actually enjoy their school environment are
more likely to reach their academic potential. Come check out our
school at one of our upcoming open houses and see for yourself.
Open House events Dec. 9, 1-4 pm and April 25, 6:30-8:30 pm.

One woman’s hobby captures Lafayette
history in miniature

By Diane Claytor

Nancy Flood stands in front of the colonial-style house which began her 40-year love of making and furnishing

miniature buildings.

alking  through  Nancy

Flood’s charming house on
a quiet, tree-lined Lafayette street,
it’s obvious that she collects things
— table tops, shelves and cabinets
display her collections of glass-
ware, salt shakers, paper punches,
mice, antique bottles and souvenir
spoons. “I’ve always been a collec-
tor of small things,” Flood, a life-
time Lafayette resident, acknowl-
edged. “I remember having a ‘what
not’ shelf of little things when I was
a child.”

Over the years, the effervescent
Flood continued collecting small
items. Forty years ago, she was in
a local crafts store and spotted a kit
for making miniature colonial-style
bedroom furniture. “The box said
any 12-year-old could make it, so |
figured if a 12-year-old could do it,
so could I,” Flood said with a laugh.
She soon added a tiny Queen Anne-
style table, creating a lovely min-
iature sitting room she placed on a
bookshelf. “All of a sudden, I had
this desire for a dining room table,”
she said with a sparkle in her eye.
“I don’t know why, except it looked
so cute.”

The miniature furniture collec-
tion was quickly outgrowing the
bookshelf. So what did Flood do?
She purchased a shell of a colonial-
style house, “which was in need
of some repairs,” she admitted,
and proceeded to fix it, furnish it,
decorate it and make it into an in-
credible miniature home that she
has proudly displayed in her dining

A groat haireul
slarts with a
great stylist.
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(regular price $18,

! (regular price $18,

$1 099

. ANY HAIRCUT

$1 099

. seniors and kids $16)

Orinda Village 1 Camino Sobrante #5, Orinda (Across from Safeway, Next to Starbucks) 925-254-7474
Rheem Valley Plaza 564 Center St., Moraga (Between TJMaxx & CVS, Next to Massage Envy) 925-376-9000
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area all these years. It was a family
project, Flood said. “My step-father
made a new chimney, my mother
created paneling and she and I in-
dividually stained the shingles for
the roof.” Flood made chair cov-
erings, needlepoint rugs, and wall
hangings. She found hand painted
dishes, hung wallpaper and cross-
stitched pictures. “One thing leads
to another,” she stated. “Family and
friends started finding — or making
— items to add to the house.”

Flood’s family first settled in
Lafayette in the 1850s; 53 years
ago, her father, a construction
worker, built their family home
where the Cooperage now stands;
her grandparents lived where LaFi-
nestra had been. “Lafayette used to
be a small town in the middle of no-
where,” Flood remembered fondly.

Flood’s familiarity with, and
love of, Lafayette provided her
with the impetus to take her hobby
of creating miniature buildings to
the next level. “It was always in
the back of my mind to develop a
miniature Centerville,” one of the
early names chosen for Lafayette,
she stated. And so she did.

On dressers and tabletops in a
bedroom of her home, Flood en-
thusiastically pointed out, sits the
miniature “town of Centerville in
the spring of 1898, inspired by the
early days of Lafayette. Most of the
buildings,” Flood explained, “rep-
resent an actual structure that was
part of the town at the time and
some even look like the original
buildings;” however, Flood admit-
ted, “some are from my imagina-
tion and a good deal of artistic li-
cense has been taken.”

Much like Lafayette in the days
of yore, Flood’s Centerville in-
cludes a general store, blacksmith
shop, church, saloon and dress
shop. Her general store closely re-
sembles the Robert E. McNeil Gen-
eral Merchandise store, which sat
where Sideboard is today; Flood’s
version contains candy, household
items and boots — all in miniature,
of course. Next to that was the Geils
Building, which included a dress
shop Flood warmly remembers.
Her adaptation includes a dress-
maker and milliner store, complete
with very small bolts of fabric, tiny
fancy hats and mannequins wear-
ing dresses Flood made.

Her Blacksmith Shop is filled
with items that took her “years
to collect.” She made the Black-

Photos Diane Claytor

smith’s clothing and was able to
find a real leather apron and hat.
She sent a colleague a picture of the
original shop and after doing some
research, he made the bellows and,
using actual tiny bricks, built the
forge.

Her Dead Horse Saloon, Flood
admitted, may not be authentic.
“While there were plenty of drink-
ing establishments in Lafayette
at the time, I don’t know if there
was actually a saloon that looked
like this.” Her church, on the other
hand, looks very much like photos
of the old Good Templar’s Hall,
or “Church on the Hill” as it was
known locally. “I was told that a
red chandelier hung in the origi-
nal building,” Flood noted, so, of
course, her church also includes a
red chandelier.

What began, all those years
ago, as a simple Lafayette bicen-
tennial project, took on a life of its
own. Over the years, this “hobby”
has grown into what is now an
amazing collection of miniature
houses, filled with tiny people, fur-
niture and accessories.

Having retired 15 years ago
after 41 years of teaching primary
school (30 of those at Springhill),
Flood now has much more time to
work on her hobbies. She’s still
making and acquiring miniature
pieces, still fixing up some of the
houses, which, she said, “in some
cases need a lot of work.” She still
does some needlepoint and cross-
stitch, but acknowledged that it’s
getting harder to see those small
pieces.

“I have a need to do crafty-type
things,” she noted and now does
more scrapbooking and card mak-
ing. “Time really flies when I'm
working on these projects.”

i

The inside of Centerville's black-
smith shop.
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To Lamorinda singles over 40: There’s hope!

By Nick Marnell
Vo L

Lori Fowler and John George enjoy the fun at the Nov. 7 Lamorinda singles event

World Series over. No Sharks
game. No Warriors game.
Still plenty of time to procrastinate
writing my own articles for the pa-
per. It was Tuesday night and [ had
nothing to do, so I went to dinner
at Rancho Cantina on Mt. Diablo
Boulevard in Lafayette.

The place was mobbed! The
first Tuesday in November, and not
just mobbed, but buzzing. Three
dozen-plus people drinking and
talking and laughing and forcing
me to sit at the counter. Co-owner
Julie Mitchell walked over to me
and explained: Her bar-restaurant
was hosting a singles event, put
together by the irrepressible Kim
Thanh, a Lafayette commercial
banker.

“Lafayette is so boring. It’s so
hard to be single in the suburbs,”
Thanh said, as smiling and upbeat
and positive as one would expect
of an event planner. So Thanh
reached out on Nextdoor, a pri-

vate neighborhood social net-
work, and organized the Nov. 7
get-together. She promoted a sin-
gles event at Metro a month ear-
lier, which drew only 10 people,
albeit with a suggested age range
of 28-48. The event at Rancho
Cantina buried the earlier one:
Rancho was promoted as a 40-65
event. And did the 40-65 singles
respond.

“Way better than I thought it
would be,” said Cyndy Ayers of
Saranap. “It’s great to meet with
people who have something in
common from the same area.”

Kristi Buckley of Lafayette,
who works for an architectural
firm in San Francisco, praised the
turnout. “We need this. It’s so hard
to meet people in our city,” Buck-
ley said.

A faithful reader of our pa-
per offered her special take to the
evening. “Widows and widowers
have no organization,” said Lori

Photo Nik Marnell

Fowler of Lafayette, a widow
herself. “People assume events
for widows are for people only in
their 80s. There are plenty of us in
their 50s too,” Fowler said. John
George, a retired widower, agreed.
“I’ve lived two and a half years in
Lafayette, and I didn’t think there
were any singles here,” George
said.

About the only professed
negative was the gender mix, as
proclaimed by one attendee who
wished to remain anonymous,
who said the men didn’t have the
guts to show up. The turnout was
75 percent female. (I was work-
ing, so I didn’t count.)

Thanh and Mitchell plan to
host a similar event for the 40-
65 age group on the first Tuesday
evening of each month. No offi-
cial title, still a work in progress.

And guys: On Dec. 5, there
are no Warriors or Sharks games
on television.

Classic manners being taught in the classroom

By Cathy Dausman

One student works on a thank you card.

4
Photos Cathy Dausman

an behavioral rules estab-
lished 400 years ago in
France’s Louis XIV court possibly
be relevant today? Just ask the kin-
dergarteners and fifth-graders tak-
ing Tina Hayes’s etiquette classes.
Those students might not ex-

Tina Hayes discusses proper utensil use.

pect to be addressed as “beautiful
young ladies and gents” (in fact,
the sobriquet elicited a round of
giggling from the fifth-grade girls)
but they have learned how their
manners, both good and bad, reflect
on their family.

In a world of instant gratifica-
tion and self-importance, teach-
ing classic etiquette may be a hard
sell, but Hayes believes starting
at a young age is the key to doing
things right.

Hayes was at Husky House, a
year-round school held on the Hap-
py Valley Elementary School cam-
pus, to develop another group of
good citizens. She has been at this
location for four years and in busi-
ness as founder and owner of The
School of Etiquette and Decorum in
Northern California for the last 10.

After 20 years in corporate
management Hayes realized that if
she was intimidated about making
manners missteps in business set-
tings, it made sense to train others
to avoid making similar mistakes.
After all, she reminds her charges,
each student represents his or her
family to the outside world.

The class begins with hats (and
one Halloween mustache) doffed,
students sitting upright, making
proper eye contact and responding
with a pleasant “good afternoon,
Miss Hayes!”

The art of the handshake is bro-
ken into six steps (use your right
hand, lock thumbs, make eye con-
tact, smile, pump hands three times
and include a verbal greeting) and
table manners are dissected, from
napkin selection (better restaurants
will offer black or white, to mini-
mize lint on clothing) to its proper
placement during and after a meal
(never on the chair seat!), and how
to set a proper place.

The speed-setting contest near
the end of the fifth-grade class was
a challenge — not because the stu-
dents hadn’t mastered where each
knife, fork and spoon was placed,
but because they also needed to
be well mannered throughout the
event itself.

Hayes also explains, humor-
ously, why burping, using a tooth-
pick at the table or using your nap-
kin as a bib won’t do.

“She (Hayes) is doing a fan-
tastic job. It is a charming class,”
said Anne Reardon, Husky House
executive director. Reardon says it
helps create all around citizens “the
old school way.”

And for that, a thank you note is
due.
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Reserve by December 31st
& Move-in by February 28th
to receive over $10,000 in rental savings!
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o It’s all about Location, Location, Location

o Savory Restaurant-style Dining

o Heated Pool, Spa, & 24-Hour
Fitness Center

o Continuing Education & Social
Events, Weekly off-site Excursions

o Optional In-Home Care, if needed,
can age-in-place to 120+

THE
HERITAGE

DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVIMNG

Call 943-7427 Today to schedule a Tour!
www. TheHeritageDowntown.com

Fall into Savings

PROMOTIONAL MEMBERSHIP RATES
FORA LIMITED TIME

SLEEPYHOLLOW
SWIM & TENNIS CLUB

www.sleepyhollowclub.com | 1 Sunnyside Lane, Orinda
925.254.1126 | shstc@comecast.net

STOP CLEANING
Get Gutter Guards!

* Fits all sizes of gutters

* 10 year No-Clog Warrenty

* High quality aircraft alloy

* We will clean and repair your gutters
before installation of your new guards

Licensed & Insured #939838

Fall Special - 20% OFF

The Gutter Guard Company
925-247-7044

www.bayareagutterguards.com
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Troop 249 honors three new
Eagle Scouts

Submitted by Emily Larsen

Boy Scout Troop 249 will honor three
new Eagle Scouts for attaining Scout-
ing’s highest rank. Ben DeLange, a senior
at Miramonte High School, Kyle Davis and
Grant Larsen, both seniors at Campolindo
High School, will be recognized in an Eagle
Court of Honor held on Nov. 19. Scoutmas-
ter Craig Anderson will present the awards.

For his Eagle Project, DeLange provided
school kits for 50 children in a remote region
of Guatemala. He organized a car wash to
raise funds, then purchased and assembled
the kits with his fellow Scouts, and finally
delivered the kits to the school. DeLange
loved meeting the director of the school and
also the kids who were in need of basic sup-
plies like pencils and notebooks to succeed
in school.

With a challenge to do an Eagle Project
that was both meaningful to him, and some-
thing that would help others, Davis chose to
help provide a permanent and safe environ-

From left: Grant Larsen, Ben DelLange, Kyle Davis

Photo provided

ment for kids to play basketball at the Bay
Area Rescue Mission in Richmond. His
project included the installation of a new in-
ground basketball standard and court-side
landscaping. This project was an opportunity
to meld his love for basketball and his desire
to impact the lives of others through his pas-
sion for the sport.

Larsen’s Eagle Project was completed at
Moraga Retreat Care Home, the place where
his ailing grandfather lived after suffering
a stroke. At the request of the Moraga Re-
treat Directors, Larsen designed and built a
wheeled, raised planter box for the residents
to enjoy. With the help of his fellow Troop
249 scouts, he also beautified the landscap-
ing of the care home by planting bushes and
mulching the grounds.

These young men are grateful for the
dedication and support of their Troop 249
leaders.
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New or used bikes needed for

Cycle Recycle
Submitted by Bobb_ie Pres[oll.l
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Lafayette resident William Grace delivers bikes for refugees for No

One Left Behind.

or the 20th year, Moraga Residents Bob-

bie and Tom Preston will be holding the
Cycle Recycle, collecting repairable bikes
to be refurbished and given to charitable
groups to distribute at Christmas. To date,
over 3,150 bikes have been collected. This
year the recipient organizations include Fire
Victims in the North Bay; No One Left Be-

hind (which resettles
Afghan refugees that
worked for the U.S.
Government in their
native  countries);
Oakland Internation-
al High School’s;
Earn-A-Bike  pro-
gram; Marsh Creek
Detention ~ Center
(which repairs and
provide bikes to
Cambridge ~ Com-
munity Center in
Concord and other
Contra Costa Coun-
ty charitable pro-
grams as Christmas
gifts for low-income
kids); and to Trips
for Kids in Marin
(which repairs bikes
for their Christmas
giveaway to children
of needy families).

New and/or
used bikes and trikes
— in working order
or repairable — or
usable bike parts may be delivered to the
side driveway of the Preston’s home at 1307
Larch Avenue in Moraga throughout the
month of November only. No skateboards or
plastic bikes please; no need to call before-
hand, but for more information contact Bob-
bie or Tom Preston at (925) 376-8474.

Photo Yvonne Grace

MCC Senior Men’s

Golf Association

raises over $48K for food bank
Submitted by Gary Irwin

Dan Alipaz and Dennis Martel.

he fifth annual Turkey Shoot charity golf

tournament held on Oct. 30 at the Mor-
aga Country Club raised more than $48,000
to benefit the Food Bank of Contra Costa
and Solano. This amount is about a 14 per-
cent increase over the $42,800 raised by this
event in 2016, and the total amount raised for
the Food Bank over the five years is almost
$168,000. It was hosted by the Senior Men’s
Golf Association, and was led by originator
and chairman Doug Brown and his commit-
tee, and assisted by many SMGA members,
Director of Golf Jason Woodworth, spouses,
and friends.

The winners of the golf tournament were
the team of Darlene and Dennis Martel, Dan
Alipaz, Craig Oden, and Kathy Reaves, who
each received gift cards for a turkey. A new
Audi sedan, provided by Concord Audi, was
displayed on the seventh tee as the prize for
anyone making a hole-in-one, but it went un-
claimed.

The 100 participating men and women
golfers enjoyed coffee and freshly-baked
pastries at morning registration, a box lunch,
an open bar, and a delicious dinner. They
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2017 Turkey Shoot winning golf team, from left: Craig Oden, Kathy Reaves, Darlene Martel,

e

Photo Gary Irwin

participated in the live and silent auctions,
entered the raffle, sponsored a hole, gener-
ally underwrote the event, or just donated to
the cause. MCC resident Craig Oden vol-
unteered his skill as professional auctioneer,
and he prompted a lot of spirited bidding for
the live auction items and extra donations.

Food Bank Executive Director Larry Sly
thanked the donors, participants, MCC staff,
and organizers for their excellent work in
raising so much money for the community.
He remarked that the various food banks
in northern California had just completed a
“mutual aid” agreement this year, just in time
for the Food Bank to provide backup food
relief for victims of the recent Napa/Sonoma
and other disastrous fires. The Food Bank
has grown from 36,000 pounds of food dis-
tributed in their first year to more than 20
million pounds of food distributed last year,
of which about half was fresh produce. Sly
is active in state and national food banking
organizations, and he received the 2016 Life-
time Achievement Award from Sustainable
Contra Costa.

These 2017 Turkey Shoot contestants tried to win the new Audi, from left: Steve Roath, Gary

Irwin, Roy Elliott and Steve Oliver.

Photo John Coronna

Swim-a-Thon nets over $40K for

firefighters and their families
Submitted by Michelle Bea

Pictured: Cal-vin Stoddard, Jacquel-ine Stoddard, Samuel Stoddard, Xa-vier Por-tet, Syl-vie
Por-tet, Johnny Bo-ca-bella, Syd-ney Scott, Nicholas Bea, Kelly Landers, Kyle Pe-ter-son, Mar-
cus Es-car-zega, Katelyn Lu, Lily Yung, Ca-sey Yung, Johnny Antman, Sam Antman, Lo-gan

Letulle and Ellie Letulle

Over 60 swimmers from Orinda’s Mead-
ow Swim and Tennis Club, young and
old participated in a Swim-a-Thon fundrais-
er Friday, Nov. 3 in support of the firefighters
and their families that lost their homes in the
devastating fires (Go Fund a Hero: Sonoma
Firefighters).

With Coach Kyle Peterson leading the
charge, the swimmers came out on the rainy
day and swam a whopping 4,854 laps, rais-
ing more than $40,000 — all for an amazing
cause. Meadow’s “hostess with the most-
ess,” social chair Emily Stoddard kept the
swimmers fueled with hot cocoa, cider,
popcorn and energy bars. Four members of
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District came with
their ambulance and fire truck to cheer on the
swimmers in the afternoon.

The two youngest swimmers were mini-
dolphins: Xavier Portet (age 5) and Sam
Stoddard (age 4) swam 8 and 10 laps each.
Kellie Williams and Sarah Cunningham tied
for the most laps — each swam an amazing
200 laps (Paul Sagara came in close behind
at 186); while Coach Kyle swam a total of
150 laps. A dedicated group of 11 & Up
swimmers set out to beat Coach Kyle’s total

Ali Drasin Gena Schwartz

Alison Stout lam Kim
Allison Sagara Ian Kimball
Ann Elliott Jackie Stoddard
Ariel Drasin Jake Bishop
Ben Feldman Jake Williams
Calvin Stoddard Jewel Mendiola
Casey Yung Joe Bocabella
Coach Kyle John Williams
Coach Sean Johnny Bocabella
Derek Bond Jonny Antman
Dylan Kan Julio Dolorico
Elizabeth Hua Katelyn Lu
Ellie Letulle Kelly Landers
Finn Drasin Kelly Williams
Finn Taylor Kim Morrow

Photos provided

and all swam 150 laps or more (John Wil-
liams, Nicholas Bea, Elizabeth Hua, Jewel
Mendiola, and Mina Lim).

Participating swimmers included:

Lily Yung Reid Schwartz
Logan Letulle Ryan Mak
Luke Sagara Sadie Bond
Marcus Escarzega Sam Antman
Mia Kimball Sam Stoddard
Michelle Holcen- Sarah Cunningham
berg Sarah Pittenger
Mina Lim Shaila Dhingra
Montana Topping Sheena Dhingra
Natalie Mak Sofia Burgoyne
Nicholas Bea Sulian Holman
Nico Burgoyne Sylvie Portet
Nicole Portet Thomas Hua
Olivia Metz Vinny Yu

Oskar Xavier Portet
Paul Sagara Zoe Orr

More photos can be found on the Meadow Facebook page. For more information about
the campaign, visit http://gofundahero.com/campaign/detail/4913.
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Turkey Trot: a new Moraga tradition?

By Sophie Braccini

Ron Haas

he Moraga Country Club with the sup-

port of the Chamber of Commerce will
host this year’s first annual Thanksgiving
Turkey Trot on Nov. 23, exemplifying the
club’s renewed desire to be involved with
the town’s recreation scene. The purpose, ac-
cording to MCC general manager and Chief
Operating Officer, Ron Haas, is to launch a
new tradition of family friendly community
connectivity.

In order to preburn calories and build an
appetite for the feast to come on Thanksgiv-
ing day, local residents are invited to partici-
pate in either a fun 3K trot or a serious SK
run within the country club. The giving por-
tion of Thanksgiving is not forgotten since
all the event’s proceeds will go to the Food
Bank of Contra Costa and Solano Counties.

Both runs will start at 8:30 a.m. in
the driving range parking lot, off Country
Club Drive. The first 2.4 miles meandering
through the club’s streets and golf cart paths
will be mostly flat and can accommodate
strollers, and gentle runners/walkers. The
serious runners will continue past the range
and into more hilly and challenging terrain
around and through the club’s golf course.

The two circuits were designed by Bob
Fritzky, who is an avid runner, a country club
member, and vice president of the Chamber.
He explained that Haas’ idea immediately
resonated with him, as well as with the rest
of the Chamber’s board, which will provide
volunteers for the event.

Haas, who is always on the lookout for
creating new ways to engage his membership

Photo provided

in interesting recreation avenues, jumped at
the possibility when he recognized no such
event existed in Moraga. He said that the
question was either to make it an exclusive
club event or to open it to the community.
This latest option carried the final decision
with the involvement of the Chamber.

Fritzky says that it is a very good sign
that MCC, the second largest employer in
Moraga, is showing its desire to be a part of
the town and the business community. He
hopes that the trot will become a regular
Thanksgiving morning event.

Haas, of course, hopes for nice weather,
but his experience tells him that families with
young children, young adults and serious
runners all enjoy the opportunity and have a
good time, no matter if the weather cooper-
ates or not. He remembers fun-filled morn-
ings at the different private clubs he managed
before working for MCC, with people push-
ing strollers, bringing visiting family mem-
bers and pets, including a beloved pet pig.

Participants can enjoy the beautiful scen-
ery and views of the country club while MCC
treats them to warm drinks and munchies.

Turkey Trot registration can be made on-
line at www.runsignup.com/moragaturkey-
trot.

The company powering this site provides
the management of the registrations, and bibs
with an electronic chip for automatic record-
ing of participants’ performances. The costs
per person is between $20-$30, depending
on the type of run.
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Stephen Roy Holbrook

1949 - 2017

researched nucleic acid and protein crystal structures, and prediction of novel RNAs. He
and Libby shared an office and worked together.
He authored 100 scientific papers and mentored countless undergrads, grad stu-

Stephen Roy Holbrook of Moraga, Ca-
lif., beloved husband of Libby and father of
Bryan, passed away Aug. 12 from pneumo-
nia. He was 68. Despite early health issues
including contracting polio at age 4 result-
ing in lasting mobility and lung effects, he
earned his bachelor’s in chemistry and his
Ph.D. in physical chemistry from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma.

He worked as a postdoc at Duke Univer-
sity and met his wife, a biochemistry gradu-
ate student. They married in 1978, moved
to Oakland in 1979, welcomed a son in
1987 and moved to Moraga in 1993. Steve
worked as a staff scientist at Berkeley Na-
tional Laboratory, first in Prof. S-H. Kim’s
lab and then as head of his own group that

925-377-0977
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OIS fall production of ‘Spamalot’

opens Nov. 30

Submitted by Jeanette Lipp

Lancelot cast and crew

his fall, the Orinda Intermediate
School’s Bulldog Theater presents the
production of “Monty Python’s Spamalot”
Young@part edition, beginning Nov. 30.
This version of the 2005 Tony Award
winning musical, “Spamalot,” is designed
for youth theaters. The story centers around
King Arthur and his search for the Holy
Grail. After a rather silly bit of miscommu-
nication leads us briefly to Finland, our king
and his ever-faithful squire, Patsy, begin to
search for knights to accompany him on his
quest. He finds his first in the unlikely guise
of Dennis, a hideous local mud farmer. After
convincing the locals that he is the king by
conjuring the Lady of the Lake to prove it,
Dennis is transformed into Sir Galahad. The
rest of the knights are found far and wide and

Photo provided

The Lady of the Lake and her Laker Girls,
send our stalwart band on their way. They
meet up with an unforgettable slew of out-
rageously kooky characters and musical hi-
larity ensues as Arthur and the knights make
their journey.

There are two casts, which include ap-
proximately 60 OIS students along with an
additional 14 OIS students serving on tech
crew. Performances will run Nov. 30 through
Dec. 2 at the OIS Bulldog Theater. The per-
formance lasts approximately 90 minutes,
with one intermission. For show time infor-
mation and to purchase tickets, visit www.
showtix4u.com. Tickets are also available
at the OIS Theater a half hour prior to show
times.

Lafayette resident receives ‘Lawyer

of the Year’ award

Lafayette resident R. Lewis Van Blois
was recently named the 2018 Best
Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” for Product
Liability Litigation — Plaintiffs in Oakland.
Van Blois has over 40 years of experience as
a practicing attorney. After earning an un-
dergraduate degree from George Washing-
ton University, Van Bois worked in the U.S.

Senate as a legislative assistant. A law de-
gree from the University of California Law
School at Berkeley followed, as did more
than 150 jury trials. He was voted Top At-
torney in Northern California for seven years
and was ranked in the Top 100 National Trial
Lawyers in the U.S.

Mary Riggle

Aug. 16, 1923 — Nov. 5, 2017

i METOTy

| during the war. Soon after, he was in a

Mary Riggle died peacefully Nov. 5
at 94 after a long full life.

Mary met her first husband, Capt. Ed
Crane at an officers’ dance in Richmond

terrible car accident and not expected to
walk again, much less fly. Determined,
he indeed flew again, many missions,
only to die tragically when an officer
he was ferrying to another base pulled
rank and flew, uncertified, and crashed.
While stationed in Panama, Mary taught
school, gave birth to Linda and then to a
son who was born with spinal bifida and
died. These losses created a strength and
fight that showed until the end of her life.

With 5-year-old Linda in tow, Mary
moved to rural Orinda and bought a

dents, technicians, and postdocs during his career. He received the DOE Outstanding
Mentor award and a Division award for Scientific Excellence by an Underrepresented
Member. He volunteered with youth sports and scouts, was a lifelong fan of the A’s,
Warriors, 49ers, and OU Sooners, and loved March Madness and fantasy baseball. He
also sang exuberantly in church, was co-founder of an investment club, and enjoyed
science fiction books and movies. He became ill in 2007, spent a year and a half in the
hospital, and eventually returned to work.

He retired in 2012 after being seriously injured in a 2010 fall. He was then con-
fined to a wheelchair and dependent on a ventilator. Despite these challenges, he re-
mained optimistic, always had a big smile, and exuded a true joy for life. He leaves
behind his wife Libby, son Bryan, daughter-in-law Jamie, sister Debbie, in-laws Lee,
0OJ, Marianne, and Mary, nephews Ryon, Andrew, Jonathan, and Larry, nieces Megan
and Ashley, great nephews Ethan and Zachary, great nieces Millie and Lauren, caregiver
Brittney, grandpup Flapjack, and numerous friends and colleagues. He lived a full life
and will be greatly missed by all who knew him. The family welcomes memorial dona-
tions to Zion Lutheran in Piedmont, Calif., or to your favorite charity.

house on Greenwood Court with creeks in front and back (and snakes). As a single
woman she was not invited to join the neighborhood association. She met and
married William “Chris” Christiansen, a 6 foot 10 inch giant of a man in kindness
as well as height and before long Susie and Nanci were born. Those were years of
swimming at Carroll’s Ranch, a cabin at Twain Harte and bridge and golf as often
as she could find babysitters.

Many years later she and Chris parted and started new lives. Mary married an
old Air Force friend, Glen Riggle, also living in Moraga, gaining as well his two
grown daughters, Barbara and Peggy, and grandchildren who she treasured as she
did her own.

Years after Glen’s death, Mary met and couldn’t help but fall for Angelo Pet-
ropulos, a charismatic and hilarious Greek gentleman whose warmth and humor
made her laugh again. Together they kept young and healthy into their 90s, with
Thai Chi, Angelo’s salads, and funny cocker spaniels.

An only child, Mary was especially dedicated to her friendships and her ex-
tended family. She inspired us all with her energy, youth, and tremendous can do
spirit. She will be missed.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or
achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or gradua-
tion of a local resident, or about a special person from Lamorinda who
has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 250 words) to sto-

rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and Remem-

brances” in the subject line.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Share the warmth of holidays with this perfect pumpkin sage soup

By Susie Iventosch
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Pumpkin sage soup

Pumpkin Sage Soup

(Serves 4-6)
INGREDIENTS

2 sugar or pie pumpkins (to yield approximately 4 cups
pumpkin meat or any kind of squash you prefer)

3 Tbsp. olive oil

3 shallots, peeled (two chopped and one thinly sliced for

garnish)

1 small onion, peeled and chopped

1 tsp. poultry seasoning
1 tsp. dried sage

Y5 tsp. dried thyme

2 Tbsp. dry sherry

1 can low-fat or non-fat coconut milk (13.5 or 14 o0z.)
3 to 4 cups chicken broth, depending on how thick or thin you

prefer your soup
Salt and pepper to taste

1 cup kale leaves for garnish (plus sliced shallot from above)

DIRECTIONS

Remove the stem from the pumpkins (or squash) and cut in half.
Scoop out seeds and pulp. Coat inside of flesh with a thin layer of
olive oil and season with salt and pepper. Turn upside down on

Photo provided

ter!

your soup.

Frosted Pumpkin Spice Cookies

INGREDIENTS

1 cup butter

2/3 cup brown sugar

1/ 3 cup white sugar

1egg

1 tsp. vanilla

1 cup canned pumpkin

2 cups flour

1 tsp. baking soda

V4 tsp. baking powder

5 tsp. salt

1 tsp. cinnamon

Pinch nutmeg

4 tsp. cardamom

1 cup raisins

1 cup chopped nuts (walnuts

and pecans)
Frosting Ingredients: (can
double if you like more frosting
on each cookie)

14 stick of butter, softened to room temperature

y late October, pumpkin and spice flavors are enticing

and almost irresistible. Maybe it’s those sugar pumpkins
staring at you from the produce stand, or perhaps it’s the fall
leaves as they turn orange, crimson and gold. Whatever it is,
you know when it’s happened!

This year, I had a craving for pumpkin soup, and then de-
cided it would be lovely to have a pumpkin cookie for dessert,
so we have two recipes this week for your fall and holiday
cooking. I first made the soup with a kabocha squash, which
looks a lot like a green pumpkin on the outside, but with pump-
kin-colored flesh. Then, I bought a pie pumpkin (a variety of
sugar pumpkin) at Trader Joe’s and thought that was even bet-

This soup can be made with your favorite squash (kabo-
cha, butternut or acorn, etc.) or sugar or pie pumpkins. Bak-
ing pumpkins such as sugar pumpkins have thinner skin, fewer
seeds and less stringy pulp than the decorative variety, and are
therefore better for eating. Roasted shallots and kale make a
perfect garnish for whichever type of squash you choose for

Note regarding last week’s column: When you toss the cau-
liffower with the olive oil, add the buffalo wing sauce at the
same time to coat cauliflower before baking.

a greased baking sheet and bake at 350 F until skin and flesh are
easily pierced with a knife. Remove from oven and cool. Scoop out
pulp and place in a bowl.

Meanwhile, sauté chopped shallots and onion in a large pot. Add
seasonings and continue to cook until onions are translucent. Add
pumpkin pulp and mix well with veggies. Puree this mixture in a
food processor one batch at a time until smooth. Return to soup
pot.

Add sherry, coconut milk and enough chicken broth to arrive at
desired consistency. Bring to a boil and serve immediately, or cool
and refrigerate until ready to heat and serve.

For garnish: Toss sliced shallots and kale leaves with olive oil and

a bit of sea salt. Spread out on a tray and bake at 400 F until crispy
and beginning to brown. This will take approximately 10 minutes
or so. Turn them over with a spatula halfway through. Sprinkle

on top of each bowl of soup. Garnish can be made several hours

2 Thsp. canned pumpkin (you will have some leftover from the

cookies)

2 tsp. vanilla extract

2 cups powdered sugar
DIRECTIONS
In a large mixing bowl beat butter with both sugars until fluffy.
Add egg and beat well. Stir in pumpkin and vanilla extract. Mix in
all dries (including spices) until well blended. Fold in raisins and
chopped nuts.
Drop by large spoonful onto greased baking sheet and bake at 350
F. Remove from oven and cool completely before frosting. Store in
airtight container.
For frosting: Place butter in a mixing bowl and beat until creamy.
Add pumpkin and vanilla and mix well. Beat in powdered sugar
a bit at a time to desired consistency. If too thick, add a bit more
pumpkin and if too runny add a bit more powdered sugar.

ahead of time.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found

on our website: www.
lamorindaweekly.com. If

you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie
please contact her by email or
call our office at (925) 377-
0977.

Miramonte and Campolindo win Contra Costa County Model UN

event awards

Submitted by Jonathan Lance

Instead taking part in their
schools’ football games, danc-
es, and other fun weekend activi-
ties, 360 Bay Area high school
students (representing 70 coun-
tries) buckled down Nov. 3-4 to
discuss and provide workable
solutions to many of our world’s
biggest challenges, at the 27th an-
nual Contra Costa County Model
United Nations (UN) Conference,
held at Diablo Valley College.
This academic event is pro-
duced and directed by the Contra
Costa County Office of Educa-
tion and coordinated by Kevin
Felix Chan, of Best Delegate,

along with members of the Model
United Nations Club at UC Davis.
The two-day event enhances high
school students’ understanding of
the United Nations and its role in
global issues. Participating stu-
dents (delegates) each represent a
nation and negotiate on that coun-
try’s behalf.

This year, California High
earned the Outstanding Large
Delegation Crystal Gavel Award,
with Foothill High following with
Exceptional Large Delegation
Plaque. Miramonte High received
the Outstanding Small Delega-
tion Crystal Gavel Award, and

Miramonte High School receives the Outstanding Small Delegation Crystal Gavel Award.

Campolindo High brought home
the Exceptional Small Delegation
Plaque.

During the conference, dele-
gates debated international issues
in 10 committees, including Dis-
armament and International Secu-
rity Committee, Security Council,
United Nations Women, World
Health Organization, and United
Nations Children’s Fund. Topics
discussed included Biological and
Chemical Weapons, The Question
of North Korea, Access to Clean
Water and Sanitation, Children in
Armed Conflict, and many more.

“Model UN is an excellent

opportunity for students to dis-
play all the hard work and prep-
aration they have put in, as they
successfully discuss, persuade,
and work with fellow committee
members on real-world problems
and complex international rela-
tions,” says Contra Costa County
Superintendent of Schools Karen
Sakata. “The skills they are cur-
rently refining with this program
will be the same ones they’ll use
in college and/or in their future
careers.”

Model UN differs from other
CCCOE academic-event pro-
grams, such as Mock Trial, in

that it is not so much a competi-
tion as it is an event. Participants
are commended for outstanding
committee work and certificates
are awarded to committee rappor-
teurs. Individual delegate winners
are recognized for their debate
skills, leadership skills, knowl-
edge of the issues, and presenta-
tion of key resolutions. The event
closes with a ceremony that rec-
ognizes the outstanding delegates.

Numerous individual awards
were earned, and will be listed on
the Model UN Web page in the
very near future.

Photos Diane Morrell, CCCOE  Campolindo brings home the Exceptional Small Delegation Plaque.
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Saint Mary’s Chamber Musicians concert a

he Saint Mary’s College

chapel will serve as a beau-
tiful backdrop for the first of two
free concerts offered by the Saint
Mary’s Chamber Musicians. The
Nov. 20 evening performance
will feature beautiful instrumen-

Photo provided

tal and vocal music by Bach,
Telemann, Massenet and more,
beginning at § p.m.

“The program will include a
vivacious sonata by Bach, played
by Megan Pineda (flute), Sarah
Roscoe (violin), Patrice Young

perfect respite for the holiday season

(cello) and Lino Rivera (key-
board). Massenet’s sumptuous
Elegie for soprano, cello and
piano, performed by Madeline
Vine, Joyce Lee and Jas Chok,”
said Saint Mary’s Performing
Arts professor Martin Rokeach.
“The same musicians will then
perform Bach’s iconic ‘Ave Ma-
ria.” Delightful and intimate duos
by Telemann and Berger for two
violas, performed by Jillian Hub-
bard and Joyce Lee. The world
premiere of music major Evelyn
Rumsby’s ‘Ashes,” for soprano,
saxophone and piano. A poi-
gnant, beautiful composition, it
will be performed by the com-
poser, Evan Bernardy, and Renee
Witon. And Carl Reinecke’s sel-
dom-heard ‘Trio’ for horn, clari-
net and piano, played by Joseph
Goolkasian, Erica Wilson and
Lino Rivera. Admission to this
wonderful concert is free — your
presence is priceless.”

The second concert at 4 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 26 will be a lovely
way to spend a post-Thanksgiv-
ing Sunday afternoon. — J. Wake
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Quality Hearing Aids ® In Ear Monitors e Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Consultations
FREE Hearing Screenings

and now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

Hearing Aid Evaluations

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com
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Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

Family Focus

Signs you may be overindulging your
children, part two

By Margie Ryerson, MFT

Finding balance in parenting
is always a challenge. You
don’t want to be too authoritarian
or too permissive. Sometimes, of
course, you may veer too much
in one direction or the other, but
then it’s important to get back to
aiming for the middle ground.

If you sometimes indulge
your child a little too much,
there’s no problem. This is to be
expected. However, if you find
yourself catering too often or feel
like you’ve lost control and au-
thority, it’s time to make a shift.

Here are more indications
that you may be overindulging
your child:

1)  Youare not trying to im-
plement the concept of the family
bed, but your child continues to
come in at night and sleep in your
bed. Or your child refuses at bed-
time to sleep in his own bed, so
you give up and let him sleep in
yours.

Of course, children will need
to come in at night to seek com-
fort and reassurance at times.
Overindulging takes place when
you allow this to become a regu-
lar, routine practice.

One client, “Amanda,” a sin-
gle mom of an 8-year-old son ad-
mitted that she always let “Josh”
sleep in her bed because it was
too hard to get him to stay in his
own bedroom. He didn’t have
many nightmares or safety con-
cerns; rather he just preferred to
sleep in her bed with her. Aman-
da worried that she might inflict
emotional distress if she rejected
Josh when he wanted to be with
her.

Josh had developed other is-
sues, such as stealing candy and
small toys from the local stores
and lying to his mother, teachers
and others in positions of author-
ity. I suggested to his mother that
some of these problems could
start to resolve once she estab-
lished healthy boundaries for
Josh.

We worked on incentives for
Josh to sleep through the night
in his own bed and a new bed-
time routine giving him a lot of
his mom’s attention before bed.
Amanda needed to sacrifice sleep
for a while in order to escort Josh
back to his room several times
per night. I encouraged her to
have a sleeping bag and pillow
available to put on the floor by
the foot of her bed for very occa-
sional emergencies when needed.
It was important that the sleeping
bag arrangement not be too com-
fortable and cozy.

After a period of time, with

many failed attempts, Amanda
was finally able to develop the
new norm for Josh to sleep in
his own bed. Then she went to
work on the other ways in which
she had been overindulging her
child.

2)  You provide too many
toys and games when your child
is young, and then too many new
clothes, electronics, and a new
car when your child is older.

When children are too in-
dulged with material goods, they
can lose sight of the value of
what they have. The focus can
become more on what they want
next instead of being content and
grateful with what they have.
They can become too self-cen-
tered, entitled and demanding.

In addition, a parent can inad-
vertently condition a child so that
he or she needs a new stimulus
(i.e. toy or new clothes) in order
to feel happy and satisfied. With
each new object the desire for
something new and exciting can
grow, so that a child has difficul-
ty being content with the smaller
things in life.

As always, we parents serve
as role-models for our children.
If you shop often, in stores or on-
line, and use “retail therapy” as
a pick-me-up, you may be dem-
onstrating to your children that
purchasing and owning material
goods is necessary for maintain-
ing satisfaction in life.

It is relatively simple to make
adjustments in this area, if need
be. Your children will protest, of
course, but if you are determined
to change the direction of their
focus, you can help them find
other ways to achieve gratifica-
tion.

They can donate their unused
toys, games, and clothes to char-
ity. They can set aside a portion
of their allowance or gift money
to donate to a good cause. They
can go with you to volunteer, or
if they’re older they can volun-

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a
marriage and family therapist

in Orinda and Walnut Creek.
Contact her at (925) 376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com.

teer on their own. They can ap-
preciate experiential time with
family and friends more, doing
simple things like playing games
or going on a hike, so that spend-
ing time together becomes the
big payoff. (We’re not talking
Disneyland and Hawaiian vaca-
tions here!)

Helping your children de-
crease dependence on objects
for contentment and excitement,
and instead providing them with
a whole range of possibilities, is
one of the biggest gifts you can
give them.

Lamorinda Arts Council
calls for poet laureate

applications

Submitted by Christy Mack

amorinda Arts Council presi-

dent Lawrence Kohl an-
nounced the formation of a Poet
Laureate Program, which marks
the first opportunity of its kind
for our local literary community.
Thanks to endorsements from the
city councils of Orinda and Lafay-
ette, the Lamorinda Arts Council
PLP will manage and support the
poet laureate who will serve both
Lafayette and Orinda.

The poet laureate will be called
upon to write theme-based poetry
and read poetry at civic and other
events such as public ceremonies
and dedications. They will also
support the Lamorinda Arts Coun-
cil PLP activities in the schools and
community and serve as a liaison
with literary organizations. Goals
of the program include: Encourage
poetry and the literary arts in our
communities; stimulate and inspire
residents of all ages in their writ-
ing; and present poetry in non-tra-
ditional venues to expand its reach

Members of the Poet Laureate
committee include Connie Post,
former Livermore poet laureate,
who has assisted area communi-
ties in creating laureate programs,
Janice Peacock, who is a member
of the Lafayette Public Art Com-
mittee, LAC Board member De-
nise Nomura, Gail Entrekin of Hip
Pocket Press in Orinda, Jennifer
Shaw with the Institute for Poetic
Medicine who’s work also appears
in The East Bay Times, Sue Janet

Clark of Lincoln, poet and found-
er of Lincoln’s Poetry Open Mic,
Robin Moore of AC5’s Poetry Out
Loud program and Elana O’Loskey
of The Orinda News.

The selection committee will
review potential candidates and
recommend a poet laureate to the
two city councils to be appointed in
early 2018. The poet laureate will
serve a two-year term and receive a
yearly $3,000 stipend. Professional
poets who live and/or work in the
cities of Lafayette or Orinda are
eligible. Duties include poems of
occasion for community and civic
events, poetry events including
K-12 schools and more.

According to Lamorinda Arts
Council president Lawrence Kohl,
“We are very excited to be able to
work with the cities of Lafayette
and Orinda to create this important
post. Poetry is both personal and
public; using words in rhyme and
rhythm to uncover emotional truths
that bind us together.”

Poets interested in this posi-
tion are invited to apply online at
https://lamorindaarts.org/poet-lau-
reate-application/. The deadline to
receive all online applications is at
5 p.m. Dec. 31.

If you are interested in volun-
teering to become involved in the
Poet Laureate Program and help
organize poetry events and activi-
ties, go to http://lamorindaarts.org/
volunteer and check the Poet Lau-
reate box.

Advertising Opportunity

Healthy Lifestyles

— special section in Lamorinda Weekly

This special section will be published inside the January 27 issue of Lamorinda

Weekly and will focus on healthy habits such as eating right, exercise, and

preventing injuries as well as information related to managing mental and physical

health, chronic ailments and disease.

Diablo Acupuncture

Display ads

Prostate Relief With Rezum

By Judson Brandeis, MD

Advertorial Feature

This is an opportunity to submit content to
share with our readers: up to 700 words with a
photo, logo and contact information.

Promote your heath related service or
professional practice: yoga, meditation,
injury prevention, physical therapy, nutritional
counseling, massage, health screening, mental
health, health insurance

Please call or email:
Wendy Scheck
925-377-0977

wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

A

Independent, locally owned and operated!
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 CAMINO PABLO
925-376-6900
WWW.STMONICAMORAGA.COM

Thanksgiving Day Mass at 9:00 am followed by coffee and
breakfast breads in our Peace Room. All are welcome!

Mass times: Saturday — Confessions 4pm and Vigil Mass Spm
Sunday — Masses at 7:30, 9 and 11 am.
Coffee and donuts following the 9 am Mass.

Sunday Sacrament Service
at 10AM

Scripture Study &
Youth Programs

3776 Via Granada, Moraga

THE CHLUTRCH ik

JESUS CHRIST

F LATTER-DIAY 5A1LNTS

Everyone welcome!

ORINDA

[CoaTirTi |n||!l.| Chunch

e

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

oy

Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others,
and Serve the World

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

LAFAYETTE-ORIMDA PRESBYTERIAM CHURCH

‘Whare oll ore welcome, nobody is parfect,
and amything s possibla with Godl,

* Jussay Wardip PO0L | 100 am
v Pragrasi lar al oge

* Dl Ipsobsrs & Workchops

A Knox Dviva~ Loloyeite, CA = [P15] T03-8712 = 1OFC.oeg = BLOHC

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212
Sunday Service and Sunday School 10-11 am

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F11-4;Satll -2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

all are welcome

Sunday mornings, 9:30 am
new! » Sunday evenings, 5 pm

M i iy Py L R
10 Moraga Valley Lane
l 1 11’-[ -}(_' www.mvpctoday.org

925.376.4800

g!

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org
==

8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m.
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

Worship Schedule November 26 — December 31
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship at 10:30 a.m.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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ART

Valley Art Gallery 52nd “Artful
Giving” Holiday Exhibition Opens
Nov. 18, with a reception from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. From objects found
to impressions visualized, our art-
ists have been busy creating our
Fall 2017 show of more than 300
works of art for sale or for rent.
The show will run through Dec.
23. 1661 Botelho Drive, Suite 110,
Walnut Creek. www.valleyartgal-

lery.org

Small Things Holiday Pop-Up
Gift Shop at Jennifer Perlmutter
Gallery Nov. 16 through Dec. 23,
with an opening reception from 6 to
9 p.m. on Nov 16. Imagine stepping
into a local gallery and finding the
perfect gift. Then discovering that
your purchase supports local artists!
It’s all possible at “Small Things” -
The Holiday Pop-Up Gift Shop.
Discerning shoppers will find an
array of unique handcrafted items
from original art to jewelry, por-
celain, wood sculptures and even
mixed media shadow boxes.

Lafayette artist Suzy Elsworth-
Heithcock will be featured together
with artist Linda Huffman in a new
two-man show at the Boundary
Oaks Golf Course located at 3800
Valley Vista Road in Walnut Creek
Nov.16 through Jan.14. There will
be about 30 paintings on exhibit,
with many very detailed local na-
ture scenes as well as other subjects
ranging from Italian door knockers
to Hawaiian Banyan trees.

MUSIC

Saint Mary’s Jazz Band Concert
at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 16
at the Soda Activity Center, Claeys
Lounge, 1928 Saint Mary’s Road.
Treat yourself to a lively concert
of up-tempo numbers, dance tunes,
and instrumental jazz soloists under
the direction of maestro John Mal-
tester. Tickets: $5.

Amici Lyric Opera presents Rus-
sian Romances, a concert featur-
ing soprano Elena Yakoubovsky at
3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 19 at the La-
fayette Library Community Hall.
Beloved songs by Russian compos-
ers will be included in the program,
including Rachmaninoff’s Spring
Waters, In the Silence of the Night,
and It is Fine Here, Rubinstein’s
Night, Tchaikovsky’s None But
the Lonely Know, and Pimpinella,
among others. Tickets: $30 general;
$25 Seniors/students; children un-
der 12 free. www.brownpapertick-
ets.com/events/3121354

The Diablo Women’s Chorale in-
vites you to join them in celebrat-
ing 75 years in the community with
their fall concert “Season of Light,”
to be held at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3.
at Temple Isaiah, 945 Risa Road, in
Lafayette. From classic to contem-
porary, reverent to joyful, DWC’s
music will warm the heart, uplift the
spirit, and soothe the soul. Advance
purchase tickets are $18 General
admission, $10 Student, and $24
Premium seating. Purchase at the
door for $25. Call 1-800-838-3006,
or go online at www.DiabloWom-
ensChorale.org

Voci Women’s Vocal Ensemble
will present “Rejoice! Rejoice!”
— three performances of stunning
sacred renaissance and baroque
masterworks, featuring the Jubilate
Baroque Orchestra and soprano
MacKenzie Covington, and show-
casing works by Bach, Porpora,
Hasse, Charpentier, Cozzolani,
Vivaldi and Victoria. Voci’s Artis-
tic Director, Mitchell Covington
brings particular expertise in the
Baroque style. Voci will perform at
2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9 at St Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 114 Montecito
Avenue, Oakland and at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 10 at St. Mary Mag-
dalen Church, 2005 Berryman
Street, Berkeley. Tickets: $30 at the
door, $25 advance, $15 students,
free for children between 6 and 12.
Available at the door or online at
WWW.vocisings.org.

THEATER

Orinda Intermediate School Bull-
dog Theater stages Monty Python’s
Spamalot Young@part Edition Nov.
30 through Dec. 2 at Orinda Inter-
mediate School, 80 Ivy Drive. This
version of the 2005 Tony Award
winning musical, “Spamalot,” is
designed for youth theaters. Tickets
are $3-$10. Visit www.showtix4u.
com for show times and tickets.
Tickets are also available at the
door.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Saint Mary’s College MFA pres-
ents An Evening with Gabrielle
Selz, distinguished visiting writer
in creative nonfiction at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 15, Hagerty
Lounge, SMC Campus.

The Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice
Center announces a talk entitled
Movement for a New Society: A
Vision for the Trump Era by author
and activist, George Lakey. It will
take place beginning at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 16 at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. Lakey is the author of
“Viking Economics: How the Scan-
dinavians Got it Right — and How
We Can, Too.” Tickets are $10 in
advance, $15 at the door, free for
students. For more information
please contact the Mt. Diablo Peace
and Justice Center office at (925)
933-7850. To pre-register online go
to at www.ourpeacecenter.org.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Bring your family, bring your
friends and enjoy the start of your
Thanksgiving Day with the First
Annual MCC Turkey Trot Fun Run
at 8:30 a.m. Nov. 23. As you are
running/walking the 1.5 miles of
road and paths of the beautiful Mor-
aga Country Club you will be work-
ing up an appetite for turkey and the
fixings, you will know that you are
helping others less fortunate. Your
race contributions go to the Food
Banks of Contra Costa and Solano
Counties. Registration: $20 before
Nov. 20; $30 after. https://runsign-
up.com/moragaturkeytrot

It’s a Wonderful Life in Lafayette
from 4 to 6:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec.
1. The fun includes a visit from San-
ta, photo ops, live musical entertain-
ment, a tree lighting ceremony and
a holiday sing-along. Hot chocolate
and other goodies will be available
and there will also be crafts for
the kids. For the full entertainment
schedule, visit www.lafayettecham-
ber.org.

Saklan Middle School Open
House from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 1 at 1678 School Street,
Moraga. Get an inside look at the
advantages of Saklan’s middle
school program, including project-
based, hands-on learning curricu-
lum and an active social and emo-
tional educational program. Please
RSVP to admissions(@, saklan.org.

North Shattuck Association pres-
ents Snow? In Berkeley? from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 3
at Gourmet Ghetto, Shattuck Ave.,
1451-1495 Shattuck Ave., Berke-
ley. Bring boots and mittens. Snow
Queen, Pony Rides, DIY Crafts,
Holiday Craft Vendors. Cost: Free.
For more info see http://www.an-
otherbullwinkelshow.com/holiday-
berkeley/holiday-gourmet-ghetto.
html or call (510) 334-6523 or email
Lisa@AnotherBullwinkelShow.
com.

OTHER

KPFA Radio 94.1 FM presents Al-
ice Waters: Coming to My Senses:
The Making of a Counterculture Cook
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Nov. 16 at First Congregational
Church of Berkeley, 2345 Chan-
ning Way, Berkeley. Alice Waters
will discuss with Steve Wasserman,
“Coming to My Senses: The Making
of a Countercultural Cook,” answer
questions and sign books. Host Kris
Welch. Cost: $15 advance, $18 door.

For more info see http://www.brown-
papertickets.com/event/3094009  or
call (510) 967-4495.

Celebrate the completion of the
Rheem Boulevard Sinkhole and
Storm Drain Replacement Project
scheduled from 11 am. to 12:30
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 16 at Rheem
Boulevard/Center Street. Public
parking will be available behind the
Rheem Theatre. Event sponsors will
provide activities for all including
a mini-sinkhole photo opportunity,
informational booths, project time-
line displays, giveaways, and more!
The Chamber of Commerce will
host a booth to accept nonperishable
food, cash or check donations

for the North Bay fire victims and
the Food Bank.

The 39th Annual Lafayette Com-
munity Thanksgiving Breakfast
will be held from 7 to 8:30 a.m.
on Friday, Nov. 17 at the Lafayette
Veterans Memorial Center. Keynote
speaker will be Deanne Pearn, MPP
Executive Director of Contra Costa
Interfaith Housing. The event will
be catered by Jeff Assadi of La Fi-
nestra! Music provided by Wendy
Tamis, harpist. Please make your
reservations by Nov. 15 at www.La-
fayetteChamber.org.

Holiday Boutique to benefit A New
Day for Children - providing restor-
ative care to American girls rescued
from human trafficking from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 18
at St. Mary’s College, Dryden Hall.
Free admission; free parking. For
more boutique info email Holiday-
BoutiqueforNewDay@gmail.com.
www.NewDayForChildren.com

An Artistic Masterpiece Comes
to Walnut Creek — “Loving Vin-
cent” is the first film made using oil
paints. Altogether there are 66,000
frames that took 10 years to paint.
The film is a biopic of Vincent Van
Gogh, the tortured Dutch artist, and
focuses primarily of his last days. It
is a bit of a mystery as to how, ex-
actly, he died and the narrator seeks
to solve it. The film will be show
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 18 in
the Oak View Room at the Walnut
Creek Library, 1644 N. Broadway,
Walnut Creek. Tickets: $12 General
Admission tickets are available on a
first-come, first-served basis. http:/
mountainshadow.org

Adopt a beautiful black cat or kit-
ten from Community Concern for
Cats from 1 to 4 p.m. on Black Fri-
day weekend, Saturday and Sunday,
Nov. 25 and 26. Locations are Pet
Food Express in Lafayette and Pleas-
ant Hill, and Petco in Walnut Creek.
For more information, see www.
communityconcernforcats.org.

Herbal Gift Making for the Holi-
days at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov.
30 in the Orinda Library Garden
Room. Elana O’Losky will help
us make herbal vinegar and mini
wreaths using fresh herbs and
greens. Materials and handouts pro-
vided. Space is limited. Register
online, by phone or in person at the
Orinda Library.

Contra Costa Tale Spinners at
7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 30 in the
Orinda Library Garden Room. Join
a story swap with featured teller,
Suz Shampanier, who will share
“Theodosia and Burr,” inspired by
the musical “Hamilton,” by Lin
Manuel Miranda. Share, listen, ex-
pand your universe.

Recycle Those Bicycles! For the
20th year, through the month of
November, Bobbie and Tom Pres-
ton will collect bikes for Cycle Re-
cycle to be refurbished and given to
charitable groups to distribute for
the holidays. New and/or used bikes
and trikes in working or repairable
order, or useable bike parts (no
skateboards or plastic bikes please),
may be delivered to the side drive-
way of the Preston’s home at 1307
Larch Avenue in Moraga. No need
to call before drop off, but for more
information contact the Prestons at
(925) 376-8474.

... continued on next page
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“The Treasure of the Sierra Madre,” ‘Justice

League’ and “‘Wonder’ at Lamorinda Theatres
By Derek Zemrak
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he Rheem Theatre will screen “The

Treasure of the Sierra Madre” at 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 15. The film won three Os-
cars in 1949 (Best Actor in a Supporting Role,
Walter Huston, Best Director John Huston and
Best Screenplay) and it will be the last Moraga
Movers Classic Movie hosted by Moraga resi-
dent and film historian, Larry Swindell. With
his wealth of film history, Swindell has intro-
duced the Moraga Mover’s Monthly Classic
Series over the past eight years at the Rheem
Theatre.

Swindell was born in rural north Texas in
1929 (nine years after Mickey Rooney) and
has been a Californian since 1940. He gradu-
ated from UCLA in 1952, where he majored in
English with a history minor. After graduation,
he served a two-year conscription in the U.S.
Army from 1952-54.

Mr. Swindell’s professional newspaper ca-
reer spanned 45 years in New York, Califor-
nia, Pennsylvania and Texas, respectively. His
newspaper career included two years as editor
of The Orange County Illustrated magazine in
Newport Beach. During his years in New York,
he was the Broadway drama critic for a chain of
eight suburban newspapers, all in New York’s
Westchester County. He served as literary editor
for the Philadelphia Inquirer from 1967 to 1979,
and for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 1980 to
1999. Larry was also a founding director of the
National Book Critics Circle.

Interspersed with his newspaper career,
Swindell also taught composition and literature

courses at five universities: Maryland; UC Ir-
vine; LaSalle University (Philadelphia); Dela-
ware; and Texas Christian University for 19
years in Fort Worth. He has had a lifelong love
affair with the movie industry, and is the au-
thor of five film biographies, all heavily rooted
in Hollywood history. In publishing sequence,
they are:

“Spencer Tracy” (national bestseller)
“Body and Soul: The Story of John Garfield”
“Screwball: The Life of Carole Lombard”
“The Last Hero” (this biography of Gary Coo-
per was a national bestseller and Literary Guild
selection).

“Charles Boyer: The Reluctant Lover”

This entire collection has been published in
eight languages. “While still in my teens, I was
a regular panelist for screenings of The Great
Films Society, the first seriously constituted
study of movies both domestic and foreign, si-
lent and sound.”

His service to the community is real. His
dedication to Lamorinda, especially through his
hosting and championing of the Moraga Mov-
er’s Classic Movies at the Rheem Theatre, has
maintained an important link to the cinematic
past. The audience can always rely on Swin-
dell’s “additional information” about the cast,
the directors/producers and how the movie was
enjoyed by the industry in general.

Swindell was inducted into the Classic Film
Hall of Fame in May 16, 2013.

Thank you, Larry, for sharing your stories
and knowledge to the Lamorinda community
over the past eight years. You will be missed at
the Rheem Theatre.

New Movies This Week at Lamorinda
Theatres

The Rheem Theatre will be showing the
highly anticipated super hero film, “Justice
League.” Fueled by his restored faith in hu-
manity and inspired by Superman’s (Henry
Cavill) selfless act, Bruce Wayne (Ben Affleck)
enlists the help of Diana Prince (Gal Godot), to
face an even greater enemy. “Justice League”
also brings Aquaman (Jason Momoa) and The
Flash (Ezra Miller) to the big screen.

There will be a special early screening of
“Justice League” at 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16.

The Orinda Theatre will be getting “Won-
der,” based on the New York Times bestseller.
“Wonder” tells the incredibly inspiring and
heartwarming story of August Pullman, a boy
with facial differences, who enters fifth grade in
a mainstream elementary school.

A special early screening is scheduled at 7
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16.

See you at the movies!
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" BREAKFAST MEETING: Friday
il ; :
S #=_  mornings, 7:00 am. The Lafayette
Lamamups SUMBISE  pgrk Hotel & Spa, Mt. Diablo Blvd,
i Ratary Lafayette. More info. at
Friematy, Fum, Service www.lamorindasunrise.com
December 1

THE BIG RAFFLE DRAWING.
Last chance to get in on the Teardrop

diwy Snlf

November

Nov. 17: - Club Assembly

Nov. 24: - No meeting

Happy Thanksgiving
to all.

Trailer Raffle at The Lafayette Holiday
Celebration. Lafayette Plaza Park
4:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Friendship, Fellowship, Service to Others and Fun

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

November 16: November 30:
Duncan Seibert EBMUD

Lamorinda CERT (Community = water supply and/or
Emergency Response Team conservation.

www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366

© Not to be missed € Not to be missed €

OTHER ... continued

Hacienda Holiday Faire - Find all
your handcrafted holiday gifts and
support local artisans at the annual
holiday faire from noon to 8 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 1 and from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. on Saturday, Dec 2 at the his-
toric Hacienda de las Flores, 2100
Donald Drive, Moraga. Hand-craft-
ed gifts, décor and specialty foods
by over 45 local artisans. Compli-
mentary wine tasting with Captain
Vineyards. For more information
email HaciendaHolidayFaire@
gmail.com, www.facebook.com/
HaciendaHolidayFaire/

Budd MacKenzie of Lafayette
will speak at Commonwealth Club
in San Francisco about his work
with women, children and the needy
in war-torn Afghanistan at 6 p.m.
on Monday, Dec. 4 at the Common-
wealth Club, 110 Embarcadero, San
Francisco. Tickets available online
or at the door. www.common-
wealthclub.org/events/2017-12-04/
couch-war-hearts-and-minds

Coping with the Holidays from
6 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 5 at
3470 Buskirtk Avenue, Pleasant
Hill. A class that presents ideas and
strategies to help those experienc-
ing grief during the holiday season
as this time of year can be difficult
for those who have lost a loved one.
hospiceeastbay.org

The Saint Mary’s College Guild
will present its annual festive
Christmas luncheon beginning at
11 a.m. on Dec. 6 at Saint Mary’s
College, Dryden Hall 1928 St.
Mary’s Road. The festive affair will

have music, provided by the SMC
award-winning choir, a bake sale,
and raffle baskets galore, includ-
ing the infamous Christmas Money
Tree. Cost: $45 per person. Make
checks payable to: SMC Guild,
Send to: Susan Hooks - 120 Ardith
Drive - Orinda, CA 94563. For fur-
ther information, call Pat Mc En-
aney at (925) 376 — 3306.

SENIORS

Eldercare presents The Elusive
Thing Called Sleep by Linda
Fodrini-Johnson MA, MFT, CMC
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17
at 1808 Tice Valley Blvd. Walnut
Creek. Good Night, Sleep Tight!
Learn ways to help achieve that
deeply desired REM sleep! No fee.
Advanced registration required.
Classes are intended for family
caregivers or those dealing with the
challenges of aging. Questions?
Call 866-760-1808 or email info@
eldercareanswers.com.

Branch 116 Sons in Retirement,
for retired or semi-retired men,
will be holding its 11:30 a.m. lunch
meeting Nov. 20 at the Clubhouse
at Boundary Oak, 3800 Valley Vista
Road, Walnut Creek. The guest
speaker will be Jim Darby. He will
discuss his book “Right Off The
Bat” which deals with his experi-
ence selling, marketing and dealing
with a myriad of sports entities. The
cost of lunch is $25. For reserva-
tions or information call (925) 322-
1160 or email branchll6@gmail.
com. www.branch116.org.

Health Insurance Counseling and
Advocacy Program (HICAP) pro-

vides free and objective counseling
and advocacy services to Contra
Costa Medicare beneficiaries and
their families who need assistance
with Medicare enrollment and is-
sues involving Medicare and as-
sociated insurance programs, in-
cluding prescription drug coverage
at 10 a.m., 11 a.m., or noon on the
first Wednesday or third Tuesday
monthly in the Lafayette Communi-
ty Center. HICAP does not endorse
or sell insurance products. For an
appointment, call Lafayette Senior
Services at (925) 284-5050.

GARDEN

The Moraga Garden Club will
hold their next meeting at 9:30
a.m. Thursday, Nov. 16, at the Holy
Trinity Church, 1700 School Street,
Moraga. The guest speaker will be
Ann Leyhe, co-owner of Mrs. Dal-
loway’s Books in Berkeley. The
store features an extensive collec-
tion of garden books, which will be
the topic of her discussion. Inter-
ested parties are welcome to attend
the 9:30 a.m. social hour, 10 a.m.
meeting, and the presentation by
Ann Leyhe immediately following
the meeting.

Montelindo Garden Club Meet-
ing (third Friday of every month,
September through May) will be at
9 a.m. Friday, Nov. 17 at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, 66 St.
Stephens Drive, Orinda. Everyone
welcome. Presentation: Floral De-
sign: A Demonstration by David
Mulkey. www.montelindogarden.
com.

Please submit events to: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by

Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition.

Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team.
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com
1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda
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SUPERCUTS

TUESDAY SPECIAL
SENIORS CUT

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL
JUNIOR CUT

81 Moraga Way Orinda

Across street from Wells Fargo & Nations

Mexican Restaurant

: , e
BajalCali¥ 'S8 *erve breakfqs
TROUERLA & GRILL (open q ggg :: o

Authentic Mexican $pecialties
Mixed Fajitas
Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito
Margaritas, Wine & Beer
Kids Menu

23 Orinda Way, Orinda (925) 258-9987

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
107 Orinda Way ¢ Orinda ¢ 925.254.2206

WM aulous
Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

" 925-377-0977

FINE CUSTOM HOMES & REMODELS

925-253-7828
WWW.KATTENBURGARCHITECTS.COM

The BookStore
{n village square!

2T Villege Separe, Dwinada, TA B4581
W e Tl TGN
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TOUR COMPFLETE COMMENITY BOOKSTORE
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Winter Painting Sale
10% Off Interior Painting

Book your interior painting. Work must be
completed December 1t - February 28, 2018.

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com
Exterior & Interior Painting
Deck Refinishing  Dry Rot Repair

Local Moraga Resident
California Contractor License 456414
Fully insured

See our reviews on Yelp, Nextdoor, Houzz

The UPS Store Bs

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 21 Orinda Way Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Orinda, CA 94563

v"Notary Services
v Copying, Finishing  / Postal Services
v/ Printing Services v/ Business Services
store2643@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStoreLocal.com/2643

v Shipping

Park Place‘@"

= ALTH ADVISORS, INC

A Registered Investment Advisor

® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ¢ 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

24/7 AIRPORTS & LOCAL
(925) 482-7112
(925) 253-TAXI (8294)

orindataxi@gmail.com  www.orindataxi.com

We’re more than a
dependable health
professional.
We're also your
personal
health advisor.

TeEMedicine
ppeES

PHARMARGSY
Alan Wong, R.Ph.
282 Village Square, Orinda  (925) 254-1211
The Pharmacy That’s All About Your Health*™

To advertise on Shop Orinda call 925.377.0977
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Saint Mary’s Basketball opens season play

By Jon Kingdon

Jordan Hunter

hen a team is coming off a

29 and 5 season and returns
their top three scorers, one would
think that optimism would be flow-
ing.

Saint Mary’s College basketball
coach Randy Bennett feels good
about his team but still has his res-
ervations, having lost to graduation
West Coast Conference Defensive
Player of the year Joe Rahon and
forward Dane Pineau. According
to Bennett: “They were the grit and
toughness of last season’s team.”

The statistics from last year’s
team reveal the strength of Ben-
nett’s system — on average the team
scored more points, shot a better
percentage, outrebounded, had

Photos Tod Fierner

more assists and blocks than their
opponents. Though the Gaels had
10.7 turnovers to their opponents
9.4 per game, Bennett saw no con-
cern in this area: “If we can keep
our turnovers to 10 or fewer per
game, we’re doing fine there.”

With nine players on the roster
that have had a redshirt season, this
is a naturally mature team that is
very familiar with the system that
Bennett has installed since coming
to Saint Mary’s in 2001. In fact,
Bennett anticipates playing no true
freshmen this season. Kristers Zor-
iks, a freshman from Latvia, might
have played but will, in all likeli-
hood, take an injury redshirt sea-
son.

Bennett signs new 10-year contract

Over his 16 seasons at Saint
Mary’s, Bennett has led the Gaels
to the post season 11 times, six
times in the NCAA tournament and
five times to the National Invita-
tional Tournament with an overall
career record of 365—158 (.698).

Bennett’s success during his
tenure has not been overlooked by
the Saint Mary’s administration.

The school announced Nov. 10 that

Bennett has been given a new 10-
year contract.

SMC President James Dona-
hue showed his high regard for

.;t" "
Photo Tod Fierner

Senior Jock Landale, the team’s
6’11 center, was the Gaels’ lead-
ing scorer last season, averaging
16.9 points per game along with
9.5 rebounds and 4 blocks. Bennett
believes that Landale has the ability
to play in the NBA: “Jock can take
it to the next level. He has the size
and ability. He just needs to keep
improving in each area.”

Junior Jordan Hunter and 7°0”
redshirt freshman, Jock Perry, will
be the backups at center.

Starting at one forward spot
will be 6°6” senior Calvin Herman-
son who has increased his points
per game average each of the past
three seasons and was the team’s
second leading scorer last season
and led the team in 3 point field
goals. Evan Fitzner, a 6’10” junior
who can be a force inside and an ef-
fective outside shooter as well, will
be the other starting forward for the
third year in a row.

Bennett will be relying on se-
nior Emmett Naar, who was honor-
able mention all WCC last season,
to run the team’s offense. Naar
averaged 9.4 points per game last
season along with 5.6 assists.

Sophomore Jordan Ford, a
backup in all 29 games last season
is going to be asked to fulfill the
difficult task of replacing Rahon at
the other guard spot.

Cullen Neal, a 40 percent
shooter from 3 point range playing
for the University of Mississippi
last season, is going to be counted
on to provide the offensive threat
off the bench.

Bennett feels that the depth
of the team is going to be a real
strength if “we can avoid injuries.
We are going to know pretty soon
how good we are as a team.”

Following in the footsteps of
Australians Patty Mills and Mat-
thew Delavedova, both of whom
went from Saint Mary’s to the
NBA, there are seven Australians
on Saint Mary’s team this season
along with Zoriks who will be red-
shirting this season. With players
from California, Arizona, Oregon
and New Mexico, somehow it all
comes together for Bennett: “I
don’t do anything special to bring
them together. It just works.” It
also helps, according to Bennett,
that “these are high character, intel-
ligent young men.”

Jock Landale

Moraga Baseball Association
SPRING REGISTRATION is
CLOSING SOON!
November 6-20

MBA is open to players 7 to 14 years old.
www.MoragaBaseball.org
For information and to Register!

PLAY BALL!

Register NOW for Lamorinda Lacrosse!

Registration is open for

Bennett in announcing the contract extension. “Randy represents what
Saint Mary’s College is all about. He exemplifies the college’s ongoing
commitment to the development of our student-athletes,” Donahue said
in a school statement. “He is not only a remarkable coach, but he is a
valued and respected leader on our campus. We are excited to have him
committed to this long-term agreement and look forward to him leading
Saint Mary’s basketball for the next decade.”

Bennett looks forward to being at Saint Mary’s for a long time: “I’'m
appreciative and thankful to President Donahue, Athletic Director Mike
Matoso and the Saint Mary’s administration for their support. It’s an
honor to have this opportunity to work at such a great institution. We’ve
had great student-athletes and assistant coaches who have put a lot of
hard work and effort into building the program to this level. My family
and I truly enjoy being in such a supportive community and raising our
family around this environment. We are excited to continue what we
have started here 17 years ago,” Bennett said in the school statement.

boys and girls ages 6 and up
(Born Before 8/31/2011).

Register by DECEMBER 1*
to join our tryouts or
join our new
Development Program.

Character. Competition.

Discipline. Fun. .
www.lamorindalacrosse.com
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Oakland | San Francisco

OAKLAND
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SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

925-377-0977

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
(925) 979-3430
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Swimmin

By Jon Kingdon

Ron and Don Heidary

acific Swimming, the third

largest of USA Swimming’s
59 regional associations, which
comprises 120 swim clubs and
more than 16,000 swimmers,
named Ron and Don Heidary
(Ronnie and Donnie to their
swimmers) Oct. 11 as the “Age
Group Swimming Coaches of the
Year.”

With both having received
awards and accolades too numer-
ous to mention, having coached
and taught swimming for over
40 years, it was just another re-
minder of what an institution the
Heidarys have been to the swim-
ming community in the Lamor-
inda Area.

It began at the age of 9 for the
twin brothers, according to Don
Heidary. “We began swimming
at Pinole,” he says. “As we pro-
gressed, along with swimming
ourselves, we began helping out
with the team, beginning when
we were 16. We both fell in love
with coaching and working with

kids and we have been coaching
together every day since then.”

In 1984, with swimming pri-
marily in the summer season, the
Heidarys saw a need to provide
a fall swimming program for
the community and began The
Polar Bear Club. Starting with
12 swimmers, this program has
grown to over 350 members.

In 1995, the Heidarys co-
founded Orinda Aquatics. It was
their goal from the start to be
more than just coaches to their
swimmers. According to Don
Heidary, ”Our philosophy from
the beginning was that integrity
and character was not only rel-
evant for the team but for the ath-
letes’ personal lives as well. We
have tried to make that the center
point in everything that we do.
In doing that, our swimmers find
value in the team and they grow
closer and stronger and learn
that integrity is important in ev-
erything you do. We teach them
work ethic, humility, compas-

Lamo archive

sion, selflessness and teamwork.
Fortunately, these ideas have
been embraced wholeheartedly
by the kids. They have learned
that leadership is being selfless
and humble. It is important that
as coaches we get to know the
kids well and what differenti-
ates them from others, and make
the subtle adjustments for each
swimmer personally, emotion-
ally, technically and physically.”
Ronnie Heidary echoes that
sentiment. “We are trying to help
the young men and women grow
through character and discipline
and provide the life values to
help them become better, more
productive and happier adults.
We want to be impactful in their
lives. The most important thing
to us is that what we do makes a
difference and helps the parents
in the maturation of their kids.”
Channing Hanley, a freshman
swimmer at Orinda Aquatics and
Campolindo High School, began
swimming at age 4 and appreci-

g with the Heldarys

ates the atmosphere engendered
by the Heidarys. “Besides being
excellent teachers of technique,
they create a positive environ-
ment for the swimmers and they
make us feel confident and re-
laxed when we are competing.”

Vince Castillo, the board
president of Orinda Aquatics, dis-
covered how well the Heidarys
are respected not just in the Bay
Area, but how “they have a very
close relationship with a num-
ber of the college swim coaches
around the nation.”

Castillo’s son, Vincent, also
swims at Orinda Aquatics and he
appreciates how they coach his
son, not only as a swimmer, but
as a person. “Even though this is
a very competitive sport, where
Donnie and Ronnie have been
very successful, it starts with the
swimmers being trained to be
good people,” he said. “You will
see all age groups cheering on
their teammates. They teach val-
ues and skills that apply both in
and out of the pool and will stay
with them throughout their lives.
They learn time management and
hard work will lead to success.”

Hanley can vouch for the
need for time management. “I
train six days a week and on three
days a week, I train twice a day,”
she says. “With such a sched-
ule, time management is crucial.
Donnie and Ronnie realize that
school does have to be the prior-
ity.”

As a senior in high school,
Univeristy of California fresh-
man and former Orinda Aquat-
ics swimmer Rishabh Roy was
the team’s co-captain and was
awarded the Impact Swimmer of
the Year by Pacific Swimming.
He intends to continue swimming
for the California swim club this
year. Having learned under the
Heidarys, Roy was exposed to
different training techniques.
“Ronnie practices on quick, fast
speed work and Donnie was

more focused on drills and then
a longer main set — threshold and
endurance base,” he says. “Their
training is long-term oriented —
you work on everything and over
time you see their training pay
oft.”

Roy has not forgotten the
lessons that were taught by the
Heidarys. “Their philosophy is
character first. They teach that in
everything; being a good person,
supporting the team, be willing
to help out where you’re needed.
They teach their swimmers how
to be better people.”

Ron Heidary appreciates how
fortunate he and his brother have
been to be able to coach in the
Lamorinda community. “The
swimming facilities in the area
are ubiquitous, which leads to
a heavy concentration of swim
clubs in the area,” he says. “The
parents understand that this is a
healthy sport and if nothing else,
they know that their kids are go-
ing to learn how to swim.”

Working together at Orinda
Aquatics is one thing, but Ronnie
Heidary, who coaches at Cam-
polindo, and Donnie Heidary,
who coaches at Miramonte, face
off against each other when these
schools compete against each
other.

“It is a unique situation,” Don
Heidary said. “It is an intense
meet with the rivalry between the
schools but we support all of the
kids that are swimming. It’s a
win-win situation.”

As for their legacy, Don sums
it up this way: “We believe our
commitment to the kids, the
leagues, character and team cul-
tures has made a positive differ-
ence. It is what we focus on and
think about every day.”

Says Ron: “It’s been a privi-
lege and tremendously rewarding
for us to have been and to con-
tinue to be a part of these kids’
lives.”
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Impeccable Interiors
House Cleaning Service
1 Hour FREE
with 4 hours or more of service
Call for FREE estimate
925 736 9600

www.impeccableinteriors.com

Rototilling

==+ Ken's Rototilling
7= +4W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Rain gutter

Vickers Rain Gutter

Installation, repair,
roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1964, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount....free est...lic
677426. | do the work myself & take
prideinit....Ken 925-6867-8631

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

HANDYMAN SERVICE
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Drainage Systems

5 yr. no standing water guarantee
sump pump maintenance & repair
925-944-5263 drainagepros.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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St. Perpetua CYO 5th grade

American girls basketball team wins
Submitted by Rhodora Del Rosario

Bottom row, from left: Ella Del Rosario, Natalie Frechman, Mylie, Jacquet, Leila Hamadi, Clara
O’Connor; top row: Dulci Vail, Addi Ames, Maddie Ingham, Megan Churchill, and Campbell
Evans Photo provided

The St. Perpetua CYO 5th Grade American girls basketball team won the October 2017
MVP Flight Fall Classic tournament.

925-377-0977
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St. Perpetua 4A team wins MVP

pre-season tournament
Submitted by Tim Jones

Photo provided
St. Perpetua fourth-grade boys American Team won in a three-game sweep at the 17th an-
nual MVP preseason basketball tournament.

Lafayette Bay Area Blitz 5th grade

girls team undefeated
Submitted by Rhodora Del Rosario

Bottom row, from left: Ella Del Rosario, Clara O’Connor, Jadee Salvador, Natalie Frechman; top
row: coach Mark Del Rosario, Kalli Crowder, Addi Ames, Campbell Evans, Jazlyn Alcantar, and

coach Brian Frechman. Photo provided
Lafayette-based Bay Area Blitz fifth- The team recently won the October NBBA
grade girls AAU basketball team fin- Fall Classic Tournament held in Marin, Cali-

ished the summer/fall season undefeated. fornia.

Rarate students recognized by state
Submitted by Cindy Atwood

"-l-

- The MQFMMH'

School af Clampisns

From left: Sophia Hong (second place Kata/second place Kumite), Liam Funk (second place
Kata/third place Kumite), Cameron Atwood (first place Kata), and Nathan Funk (third place

Kata/third place Kumite). Photo provided

Four karate students from The Karate
and Fitness Place in Lafayette were rec-
ognized by the state of California for their
participation and placing at The Fiestas 44th

Annual Invitational International Karate
Championship held in Los Angeles on Sept.
17. The certificates were signed by Assem-
blywoman Catharine Baker.

Submit stories to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Campolindo cross country teams sweep DAL Meet No. 2
Submitted by (hopefully coming request is out)

Campolindo cross  country
teams swept wins in every
race on the final regular Diablo
Athletic League meet of the season
in Newhall Park in Concord. The
Frosh/Soph Girls and Junior Varsity
Boys both tallied perfect scores as
Campolindo runners all finished in
the first top five scoring positions.
Sydney Roberts (21) led the girls’
Frosh/Soph race from the start, but
Catherine Zhang (20) moved up
several spaces to challenge Rob-
erts in the final mile. Roberts took
the win and Zhang finished a very
close two-tenths behind.

The Junior Varsity boys’ top
five were equally dominant and
were never challenged in their race.
After running as a pack for most of
the race, Jeremy Ahn (18) finally
took the lead and race win. Team-
mates Max Essl (19), Colin Le-
kki (19), Charlie Woidat (19) and
Casey Chambers (18) all finished
within 20 seconds of their leader.
The Varsity teams also produced

Photos provided
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race victories with individual wins
by Isabella Chao (18) and Edward
Buckley (19). Chao ran unchal-
lenged from start to finish, winning
the girls’ race by over 30 seconds
while Buckley produced a strong
surge in the middle mile of the Var-
sity boys’ race his rivals could not
match.

The second crucial scorer was
Varsity Freshman Dylan Gunn
(21), who was fifth overall in his
first ever DAL Newhall Park race.
The Campolindo wins were im-
pressive considering the loss of
several key scoring runners who
were sitting out due to injury.

The late-season victories by
the powerhouse high school cross
country team continue to prove
the depth of the program directed
by coaches Chuck Woolridge and
Andy Lindquist. The strong perfor-
mance by Campolindo will make
for an exciting NCS Championship
in Hayward on Nov. 18.

Stanley Middle School 7A Girls Volley wins champlonshlp tournament

Submitted by Jenifer Paul

Following a season of impres-
sive teamwork, the 2017

Stanley Middle School Girls 7A

volleyball team went into the

tournament seeded first. The co-

hesive team kept up their power-

man, Mara Korzeniowska

ful momentum all week long and
on Oct. 27, in the final match of
the action-packed tournament,
they beat Orinda Intermediate
School in a nail-biting game to
win the championship.

Back row, from left: Bella Montero, Parker Reiner, Lauren Kuo, Anne Kai-
dantzis, Maya Paul, Keilly Kilpatrick, coach Brooke Clark; front row: Sierra
Lashinsky, Hanna Hageboeck, Sofie Foster, Maddie Kearney, Olivia Wise-

Photo Gina Hageboeck
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Taking care to prevent damage

to (and from) trees

By John T. Miller
¢ f ith last winter's considerable rain fol-

lowing three years of drought, many

large trees toppled, causing consid-

erable damage throughout the Lamorinda area.
Homeowners and residents are anxious to know

what measures they can take to prevent more of
the same this year.

According to a pair of arborists interviewed,
the bad news is that it may be too late to save your
tree, and it will take swift action to save your — or
your neighbor's — house.

Once signs of disease or decay appear above
ground, the damage to the roots may have pro-
gressed too far and cannot be undone.

Certified arborist Thomas Raeth, with Lafay-
ette Tree and Landscaping, gives a list of some of
the practices that can lead to disease: “When we
have a drought and people cut back on water it
can manifest stress in different ways. It may take
time for trouble to develop.”

While conserving water is necessary, mature
trees need to have deep watering to maintain
their health, says Raeth. “Pines are a good exam-
ple. The drought stretched their health, allowing
beetles to invade and consume the trees.”

Raeth cautions that when mulching trees,
it's important to use properly composted chips.
“People cut down trees because they're diseased,
and if you put those chips back on the ground
without sterilizing them, the disease goes back
= into the ground.” Also, if the chips are fresh, they

This rotted tree had potential of toppling nearby powerlines. ~ Photos Pippa Fishe

use up nitrogen to decompose, depriving your

trees of nutrition. Proper composting can take up
to two years, with temperatures needing to reach
400-500 degrees in the pile.

A common mistake is pruning while the sap
is active in the tree. The best time to prune is from
December to February.

Another error is leaving the stake from the
nursery attached to a newly planted tree. A new
stake should be placed at least 6 inches from the
tree, allowing for wiggle room. “The movement
of the trunk stimulates the tree to strengthen
its roots,” says Raeth. When the tree is sturdy
enough to support itself, the stake should be re-
moved.

... continued on page D4
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The split in the trunk of this tree reached all the way to its base.
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VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?

Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784
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" representing Seller

RECENT SALES

97 Oak Rd., 122 Stein Way, 123 Spring Rd.,
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VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

925-377-0977 Wednesday, Nov. 15,2017

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE S $735,000 $2,450,000
MORAGA 2 $650,500 $900,000
ORINDA 2 $1,290,000 $2,290,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

21 Burnt Oak Circle, $2,090,000, 4 Bdrms, 3166 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 10-13-17;
Previous Sale: $1,080,000, 01-28-16

4051 Fiora Place, $1,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 2497 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 10-16-17;
Previous Sale: $415,000, 06-11-93

933 Janet Lane, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1814 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 10-10-17;
Previous Sale: $18,500, 11-10-70

1408 Meadowlark Court, $2,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 3442 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 10-10-17;
Previous Sale: $2,005,000, 08-20-14

3279 Mt. Diablo Court #20, $735,000, 2 Bdrms, 1386 SqFt, 1987 YBlt, 10-16-17;
Previous Sale: $552,000, 10-24-14

MORAGA

1501 Moraga Way, $630,500, 2 Bdrms, 1635 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 10-20-17;
Previous Sale: $575,000, 04-20-07

275 Paseo Bernal, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 2018 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 10-20-17;
Previous Sale: $750,000, 08-01-07

ORINDA

7 Bates Boulevard, $1,290,000, 3 Bdrms, 1900 SqFt, 1956 YrBIt, 10-17-17;
Previous Sale: $335,000, 06-27-90

83 Donald Drive, $2,290,000, 5 Bdrms, 5762 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 10-10-17;
Previous Sale: $1,537,000, 06-20-05

It's Getting Close to Holiday Time..5A Can Help You Get Ready!

with Holidays getting near it's time to organize, we've got the supplies
you'll need to do the job = Tape » Bubble Wrap = Specialty Boxes
= Marking Pens * File Boxes With Lids * Get out the Winter sports
equipment & store everything from Summer sports

4 SecveTrer Wl o

har l Dascsral oo Eonaes w5 @ Sersboed ofTor snd o
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i B Freeeff B e



JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

CALBRE 01290985

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399
CALBRE 01973545

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384

HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105
CALBRE 01474293/01435618

LAURIE HIGGINS

925.876.7968

CALBRE 01322819

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

CALBRE 01310057

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441

RANDY 925.787.4622
CALBRE 00524249/01138237

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

CALBRE 01938194

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361
CALBRE 01968803

LISA TICHENOR

-
F

925.285.1093

CALBRE 01478540

SHERRY HUTCHENS

1054 SPRINGFIELD DRIVE, W.C. $1,175,000 123 BELVEDERE CT., WALNUT CREEK  $1,010,000

SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.212.7617 ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES

1143 SANDERS DRIVE, MORAGA $998,000

10 PARROT COURT, WALNUT CREEK

925.212.7617

CALBRE 01320608
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925.915.0851

1029 HAMPTON DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

925.360.8662 TINA FRECHMAN

$1,288,000 805 TANGLEWOOD DR., LAFAYETTE

925.937.4000 TINA FRECHMAN

$1,195,000 22 ARROYO DRIVE, MORAGA

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.

with a grateful heart.

Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours from Dudum Real Estate Group

$1,375,000

925.915.0851

$1,610,000

i
925.915.0851

$998,000
¥
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120500800, 2010989 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.5500 JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384
LAFAYETTE WALNUT CREEK
WWW DUDUM COM 999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100

— T~
DUD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411

DANVILLE

UM

( ﬁ/lj//'//ﬁ//'/'(* @ /)/’(' herlies

CALBRE #01882902

100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
0:925.800.3510 F: 925.800.3520

WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
0: 925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001
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Taking care to prevent damage

Homeowners should also avoid letting ivy or other vines crowd out the stump
and climb the tree. Clear away shrubs or vines from the base of the tree and pull down
parasitic vines.

John Traverso, certified arborist and owner of Traverso Tree Service in Saranap,
recommends a visual inspection to detect potential problems. He warns, however,
“Looking for something and having the knowledge to know what you're looking for
are two different things.”

Included in his visual inspection are the shape of crotches; elongated, poorly ta-
pered branches sticking out of the canopy; heavy leans; cracks in the soil or uplifting
and mounding on the backside of a lean; and fungal brackets on the lower trunk.

Traverso recommends periodically measuring the lean of a tree with a level to
find out if the angle is getting worse. “Bark compression or folding on the leaning side
of the tree along with bark separation on the backside indicates trouble.”

Another indication of decay can be holes made by birds. He says, “The birds are
making use of an already existing cavity, which means decayed wood already exists
inside”

Traverso recommends pruning and/or crown reduction to mitigate some prob-
lems. Poorly tapered limbs are highly prone to failure, especially if decay is present.

Fungal growth on trunks and mushrooms around the base of a tree can indicate

Knowledgeable | Professional | Reliable | Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNA&TIONAL

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 Wednesday, Nov. 15,2017

... continued from page D1

A brave soul, in red, climbs the trunk of this rotted pine tree, cutting away branches to prepare to take the tree down.
Photos Pippa Fisher

compromised wood tissue and shouldn't be ignored. This can also be an indication
of too much water (e.g.: putting the tree on a lawn watering schedule throughout the
summer).

While old, diseased trees may need to be removed, here are some tips for raising
anew one:

1) Picka tree appropriate for our conditions.

2) Remove decayed trees and roots from the planting site and use compost-
ed mulch to top dress. Traverso states, “Healthy raw material such as tree chippings,
especially those with leaves and carbon materials mixed, tends to bring to life the
process which benefits the soil and trees in the long run”

3) Do not water too often. Native trees prefer deep watering during the winter
months. If subjected to a dry winter, supplemental irrigation should be applied in
February through March for most trees, especially oaks, and not in summer.

4) Fertilizing should be performed in the fall or winter so nutrients can be pro-
cessed and ready for absorption by the roots in the spring.

S) Use judicious pruning techniques in young trees to thin, shape and direct
growth. Different trees have different demands and proper pruning methods are cru-
cial, especially in the first few years.

6) Be mindful of the tree's drip line and allow for drainage. A tree's root structure
is generally equal to or well beyond its growth aboveground.

When in doubt, call a certified arborist. Most will give a free estimate.
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Great Spaces for Family Living with Close to Town Convenience!!

44 KNICKERBOCKER LANE , ORINDA | 4 BEDS | 2.5BATHS | 3106 sQ. F1. | .35 AcrRe | $1,430,000
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Enjoy Miramonte Gardens with Its Pool and Clubhouse within Walking Distance ’ro”SchooIs!!

76 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA | 3BEDS | 1.5BATHS | 1248 sQ. Fr. | $585,000
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REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES
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Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com
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A fresh look at holiday décor

By Amanda Eck

anyou believe the holidays are upon us? We haven’t even finished off all the
‘ Halloween candy and the stores are already bombarding us with Christmas
décor.

Well, as the saying goes, “If you can’t beat them, join them!” So today I wanted
to share some thoughts on how to bring some holiday cheer into your home without
it necessarily looking like Santa’s workshop.

I have clients ask after we have created a beautiful new space for them, “How
will I decorate for Christmas and still coordinate with my new décor?” While Ilove
all things red and green just as much as the next person, sometimes this bright pal-
ette can clash with your space. I prefer to use everyday items you already have and
pull colors from your décor. I am also a believer in keeping it simple.

I use three simple elements in my holiday decorating: fresh greenery, ribbon
and glass ornaments.

For the coffee table we used a sliver tray filled with gold and silver ornaments
surrounding silver candlesticks and tucked in a few fresh sprigs of greenery. During
the day, the ornaments gave off a wonderful shimmer and in the evenings we enjoy
the candlelight.

In the dining room I went with bold color, but not the usual red and green.

Here I used dinner plates in cobalt blue, emerald green and gold and layered them
Photo Amanda Eck o top of a bold graphic black and white runner. ... continued on page D8

PREMIER
KITCHENS

While we specialize in kitchens,
our team is able to design custom h

quality cabinets for any room

meeting your aesthetic and functional ﬁ Il-il i‘-*' |

needs all within your budget. |
I e

Schedule a meeting or just stop by!

(925) 283-6500 PG|

B v ‘-—1'-:.

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd. ' _
Lafayette, CA 94549 [Gﬂi umbia

info@premierkitchens.net ——
www.premierkitchens.net
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Alexander Gailas

Real Estate Broker/President

Independent Brokerage ﬂ []

Certified Residential Specialist Alex@ AGRealty com 925-254-7600
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917 Lee Ln, Concord  Offered at $1,699,000

You will love the location! Rare to find!

You get s0000 much for your money.
This property was built in 2006, on a flat 1.86 acre lot, located on a close-in neighborhood, bordering Walnut Creek and Pleasant Hill.
5040 square feet living space |6 bedrooms |6.5 bathrooms | Rebuilt from ground up in 2006
The location of this lovely property is ideal in accessing shopping, restaurants, entertainment, BART, 24/680 Freeways and all private schools
including Carondelet and De La Salle High Schools, all within 5 minutes.

51 Martha Rd, Orinda
Offered at $1,799,000

This approximately 3000 square foot home includes

4 bedrooms, 4 baths (one a spa), and custom made office
on a very special .80 acre lot within walking distance to the
sought-after Glorietta Elementary School.

Just minutes to Downtown, Highway 24 and BART




What the GOP Tax Plan
Means for Lamorinda
Homeowners

As we move into the holiday season the GOP has
provided a topic for the Thanksgiving dinner table, a new
tax plan. The recently released House Republican tax
bill contains significant changes that are important for
Lamorinda homeowners to understand if this bill passes.
Californians already face the nation’s highest state
income tax rate of 13.3% and when combined with the
highest Federal rate of 39.6%, you end up paying income
taxes of 52.9% of your income.

Under the proposal there are three changes for
homeowners: First is a reduction in the amount of
mortgage interest that can be deducted; Second is a
new cap on property tax deductions; Third are limits to
the capital gains exemption used by homeowners when
they sell. Current homeowners are allowed to deduct
interest paid on mortgages valued up to $1.1 million,
but the proposal cuts the cap to $500,000 for future
purchased homes. Also, the bill limits the mortgage
interest deduction to only your primary residence,
ending the deduction for vacation homes. For anyone
with a mortgage more than $1.0 million this would
effectively cut your deduction in half. Mortgages over
$1.0 million are commonplace in Lamorinda where the
average home price is now $1.6 million.

Under the tax plan the deduction for property
taxes will be capped at $10,000. With local property
tax rates close to 1.2% the proposal would effectively
eliminate any deduction for assessed home value more
than $830,000. Likely the most important change, is
the limitation of capital gains exemption on the sale of
your home. Currently married couples can exclude up to
$500,000 in capital gains from the sale of their primary
residence if they have lived in their home for two of the
last five years. Under the bill the period will increase to
five of the last eight years and you will begin to lose the
gain exemption if the income of married couples exceeds
$500,000. Combined with the deterrent that CA Prop 13
provides to potentially selling your home (e.g. the step-
up in your assessed value of your home) this provision
will put further handcuffs on families looking to move up
into larger homes and empty nesters looking to downsize.

Please feel free to contact us with your real estate
questions - Erin at erin@MartinHomesTeam.com or
Darrick at darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com.

{ ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817

| www.MartinHomesTeam.com
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A fresh look at holiday décor

... continued from page D6

The centerpiece was filled with fresh tulips and
greenery and a pair of faux boxwood balls sit atop
gold candleholders. Again use what you have and
adding simple embellishments. The only purchase
I made was the dinner plates and everything else I
had on hand.

The dining room and living room are not the
only spaces reserved for Christmas decorating. I
love adding some holiday cheer to the master bed-
room. This space was full of creams, blues and soft
browns. So we brought out the blue with a silk rib-
bon. We hung a fresh wreath on the mirror and dec-
orated the nightstands with an ivory stocking and
small wreath. We opted for faux greenery above the
bed, because no one wants pine needles falling on
their head while sleeping, right?

I also love having a small tree in the bedroom,
especially at night. Ilove crawling into bed after a
long day to read by the light of the tree. There is
something magical about turning off all the lights,
except the lights on the tree.

Last but notleast is the front door. Every year
try and dream up new ideas for my front door. One
year it was a trio of fresh wreaths tied with red velvet
ribbon; another year it was a black and white velvet
stocking filled with fresh greenery. And my favorite
was from a few years ago. I choose a simple green

Photo Amanda Eck

and white palette. Instead of the trio of wreaths I
added a gold sunburst mirror to mix things up.
Fresh greenery was draped over the outdoor con-
sole table and a paper mache deer was spray painted
white.

I hope this inspires you to try some of these
ideas in your own home and you won’t be afraid to
try new colors in your holiday décor. I wish you
and your family all the best this holiday season.

Until next time!

As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-

based Amanda Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes

your home's interior should be both approachable and

well- appointed. She often asserts, "Beauty is a necessity."
With a distinct sense of style that mixes

F

contemporary and
classic design she
fashions spaces that
are both elegant and
inviting. Her design
aesthetic is inspired
by anything visual but
especially fashion,
architecture and art.

Visit http://
amandacarolinteriors.
com for more design
ideas.
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

A cornucopia of gratitude CP

By Cynthia Brian amr a S
"A person of power embraces challenges in complete gratitude. No mat-

ter the situation life may bring, discontent is never justified, rather all is CD%)GHCVG in the art of liViIlg well.

experienced as an opportunity and a privilege to adventure and grow.”

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, | want
my clients to live well at every stage of their lives. I'll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next. This is my promise.

THE

RFAL ESTATE

An arrangement of succulents, Brandy roses and ribbons. Photo Cynthia Brian
t’s raining! Hurray, hurray for the nourishing drops from heaven. I have always been a
Isunshine goddess; however, after a summer and autumn of extreme heat, I am so grate-
ful for the sweet smell of the musky earth after a shower and the pile of fallen saffron

hued leaves that transport me to my childhood days.

To feel gratitude after an angry Mother Earth has unleashed her fury on our planet for
the past several months is heroic. My heart has been heavy with the multiple hurricanes,
floods, earthquakes, fires, windstorms, as well as the horrific terrorist attacks and lone wolf
concert massacre. Despite efforts to shake off the terror, a sense of loss and personal sad- PATTI C AMR AS
ness permeates every pore. As I respond to readers and speak to strangers, a deficit of REALTOR®
hope clouds the air. With catastrophe after catastrophe ... politically generated, humanly CalBRE# 01156248
engineered, or natural disaster ... is there any wonder that confusion and division reigns? 92 5- 899.9282

Yet, what the world needs now is love, sweet love. As Jackie Deshannon so eloquent-

ly sang, “it’s the only thing that there’s too little of.” We can begin sharing the love by begin- patti.camras@camoves.com
ning to grow gratitude for what we have instead of wallowing in what we lack or what we've 5 Moraga Way, Orinda
lost. . - I
www.patticamras.com
Enter the garden.

The garden is and always has been a safe place — a secret refuge from the concrete
jungle. In the garden we can take a deep breath, delight in the perfume of the flowers, and
relish the tactile experiences when touching smooth blades of grass, the fuzzy leaves of
lambs ear, or digging our fingers into the dirt. We forget about time in the garden as we wit-
ness butterflies, bees and bugs going about their pollination business while listening to the RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

rustling of the leaves and the eloquent music of the songbirds. A garden creates community

. . . . . ©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An
and hugS us Wlth aHeCthn. We haVe the unlque Opportunlty to Cultlvate and connect to Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

our native roots ... earth. ... continued on page D10 Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian
A cornucopia of gratitude

... continued from page D9

The pistache tree berries are turning colors in time to deck the halls. Photos Cynthia Brian

As we celebrate November, the month of being thankful, let us look to our garden
sanctuaries with gratitude. In this month’s column, I offer you a collection of my favorite
photos that commemorate the sass of the season. These images reflect the colorful cor-
nucopia of happiness and tranquility on our journey through autumn. I hope you will
feel energized and inspired by their beauty, originality and simplicity.

Gardens are powerful teachers. They comfort and console. They evolve and ad-
vance with our loving care. When we collaborate with our surroundings, we sustain and
increase our humanity and humility. The garden is with us always and the gifts it dis-
penses are unlimited.

The last vestiges of leaves on the grapevines.

May your Thanksgiving be a day filled with giving thanks and espousing love.
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Wild turkeys are part of the Lamorinda wild kingdom.
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Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Reminders

... continued from page D9

RAKE leaves to mix into your compost pile. Do not put them in the green bin unless they are diseased as leaf mould adds valuable nutrients back into the soil.

REFRAIN from raking an area completely clean as bare soil is not a natural state. Allow a small covering of leaves to slowly decompose where they fell. By clearing the soil completely, erosion
and leaching are invited.

TRENCH plant your bulbs of muscari, tulips and hyacinths to get the job done swiftly.

ADD healthy houseplants to your interior décor to clean the air, lower blood pressure, help with concentration, and reduce stress.

FORCE amaryllis, hyacinths and paperwhites as thoughtful green holiday gifts.

SCATIER wild flower seeds for a surprise spring showing.

CHECK trees for stability before winter storms arrive. Call in a professional arborist to help you prune any unwanted or dangerous branches. Safety is of the utmost importance.
FERTILIZE your entire landscape. An especially auspicious time to throw fertilizer or pre-emergent is right before a rainfall for maximum absorption.

PICK the last of your grapes and use the colorful grape leaves in your autumn arrangements.

THROW snail and slug bait before the crawlers devour your precious plantings.

DIVIDE perennials such as daylilies, dahlias and iris.

EXPLORE the diversity of our local hillsides with an invigorating
Thanksgiving hike.

TAP into your inner child and roll in the fallen leaves. Make angel
wings as if the leaves were snow. Remember how fun that was when
you were just a kid!

ARRANGE dried grasses, mushrooms, acorns, magnolia cones,
moss and lichen-covered branches for an elegant tabletop setting.
MEDITATE outside in the chilly autumn air and breathe in the

McDonnell \@ Nursery

aromas of the earth.
CLEAN, sharpen and oil tools before putting away for the winter.
ADD a cornucopia of gratitude to your daily fruit basket.

Free Local Dehvery j

Wishing you a blessed Thanksgiving with family and friends.
Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
Cynthia Brian

family owned since 1933 )

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Cynthia Brian thanks you for reading Digging Deep. Happy Thanksgiving.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards

of Napa County, is a New York Times best selling author, DESIGN E R

actor, radio personality, speaker, media and writing coach as INSTALLATION ‘ ul I D

well as the Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You IRRIGATION 6 4 QQ

Arel® 501 c3. Please make a donation to help with hurricane DRAINAGE ﬁ;‘

& fire disaster relief at www.BetheStarYouAre.org. (sjg?\ll:ljivli:,'?g\lI(VORK h o

Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at www.

StarSterRa?i,io.com. DECKS 5 1 0"8 47"'6 1 6 0
My new book, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, is Ei'll\’llggs

available at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. LAWNS LAN DSCAPE COM PANY l NC.

Available for hire for any gardening project. PONDS BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com CLEANUP & OWNER/OPERATOR 4y INSURED

www.GoddessGardener.com HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM Lic# 818633
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ORINDA

New Listing!

19 Tarabrook Drive

Updated throughout, this delightful
4 bed/2 bath, 1693 sqft home.
Beautifully landscaped .50 acre lot.

44 Knickerbocker Lane,
Large 4 bedroom/ 2.5 bath home
nestled in one of Orinda’s most
convenient neighborhoods.

$1,250,000

$1,430,000

MORAGA

New Listing!

1735 Saint Andrews Drive
Moraga Country Club — 5th Hole
View! This single level detached
home features 2 beds, 2 baths, in
1444 Sq. ft. Peaceful setting & top

schools!
$975,000

1822 Saint Andrews Drive
Lovely detached single family home
in Moraga Country Club. 3 Beds, 2
Baths +Den. Fully remodeled eat-in
kitchen & baths. Top Schools!

$1,075,000

MORAGA LAFAYETTE

961 Oak View Circle

Complete fixer with approved plans
for Beautiful Craftsman Style home
in amazing location.

5 Lisa Lane

Beautiful Sanders Ranch estate with
rolling hill views is an entertainers
dream. Level backward, pool &
sports court.

$1,775,000 $1,290,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA
TET

i
o

40 Los Altos Road

This 4605sf handsome custom
contemporary is the quintessential
restorative retreat in OCC. Views/
Pool/Tennis/Gardens — all on 2.27ac.

$2,495,000

MORAGA
e b

s

New Listing!

722 Crossbrook Drive

Big Sunset Views - 4bd/2ba, 2,352
sq.ft. on .73 acres: Updated rancher
w/ kitchen/Family overlooking level
backyard. Top schools!

$1,375,000

18 Toledo Court
Happy Valley neighborhood, .94
acre with level yard. Walls of glass,

kitchen opens to family room. Bonus
room.

$1,750,000

MORAGA

e ——
—

New Listing!

76 Miramonte Drive

Popular Miramonte Gardens
townhouse! 3 beds/1.5 baths
conveniently located to the
clubhouse & pool. Walk to school!

$585,000

23 Indian Wells Street

Moraga Country Club Bruzzone built
Wimbledon Expanded. 4 Bedrooms/
3 bathrooms/ 3122 SqgFt. Top-Rated
Schools!

$1,400,000

LAFAYETTE

1200 Glen Road

Fabulous location & views! Multi-
gen living close to town/BART.
5bd +library +bonus room +full
apartment attached.

$1,995,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 @ Orinda, CA 94563 e Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @ULEENAeLILIEIYER

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S. Friedman
Dexter Honens |l
Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng
Charles Levine
Darrick Martin
Erin Martin
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Tara Rochlin
Jaime Roder
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker
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