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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian    ...read on page D12

Colby Powell’s rooft op features 
something that fl ies this Decem-
ber, but it is defi nitely not rein-

deer or a sleigh. It is a 28-foot-long model 
of a Corellian YT-1300 light freighter, bet-
ter known to Star Wars fans as the Millen-
nium Falcon. 
 Powell, his family and neighbors as-
sembled the starship on the ground, then 
it was lift ed into place by a 70-foot crane. 
Th e lighted ship made its debut at Hal-
loween. Powell says it will remain aloft  
until the premiere of the latest Star Wars 
movie, “Th e Last Jedi.” 
 As elaborate as it is (a 28 by 20 by 
5-foot replica, weighing 700 pounds, 
pitched at a 40-degree angle on an 11 by 6 
foot stand to perfectly showcase the top of 
its iconic shape) this creation is not Pow-
ell’s fi rst space rodeo. 
 Two years ago, he and his family 
designed and built a replica Death Star 
ahead of the release of the 2015 block-
buster “Star Wars: Th e Force Awakens.” 
 Th is time Powell says there were lots 
more neighbors assisting – everyone from 
the youngest “Padawans” to enthusiastic 
adults. Still, he kept his neighbors guess-
ing about what the fi nished project might 
be during the fi ve weeks and 400 work 
hours it took to complete the assembly.

                          ... continued on page D4

Up on the rooftop (…again!) 
By Cathy Dausman

It's not a reindeer—its the ship that made the Kessel Run in less than twelve parsecs. Photo provided
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETT E 
MORA GA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
8
9

12

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $1,050,000
 $710,000
 $650,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $1,950,000
 $1,530,000
 $2,250,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published fi ve to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETT E
3226 Brookwood Drive, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 1897 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 11-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $193,000, 01-10-86
634 Gloriett a Boulevard, $1,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 3783 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 11-20-17; 
 Previous Sale: $600,000, 04-10-97
3676 Hastings Court, $1,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1886 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 11-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,025,000, 12-21-11
3513 Moraga Boulevard, $1,615,000, 4 Bdrms, 1837 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 11-14-17; 
 Previous Sale: $768,182, 12-31-14
3949 North Peardale Drive, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2924 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 11-13-17
3509 South Silver Springs Road, $1,589,000, 3 Bdrms, 1689 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 
11-13-17
805 Tanglewood Drive, $1,610,000, 4 Bdrms, 3059 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 11-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,045,000, 11-20-09
3346 Walnut Lane, $1,270,000, 4 Bdrms, 2031 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 11-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $336,000, 04-17-98
MORA GA
503 Augusta Drive, $1,395,000, 4 Bdrms, 3713 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 11-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $969,000, 07-24-03
785 Augusta Drive, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2195 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 11-20-17
403 Belfair Place, $1,530,000, 4 Bdrms, 2560 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 11-14-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,238,500, 07-03-07
335 Constance Place, $1,420,000, 4 Bdrms, 3222 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 11-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,160,000, 08-13-04
116 Cypress Point Way, $1,120,000, 3 Bdrms, 1644 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 11-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $825,000, 11-01-04
103 Devin Drive, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2849 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 11-8-17
8 La Salle Drive, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1573 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 11-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $739,000, 10-17-14
191 Miramonte Drive, $710,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 11-9-17; 
 Previous Sale: $426,000, 10-18-02
255 Th arp Drive, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 1956 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 11-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $1,085,000, 06-30-15
 ... continued on page D11

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

RECENT SALES
97 Oak Rd., 

Orinda

represented Seller

122 Stein Way,
Orinda

123 Spring Rd.,
Orinda

77 El Toyonal,
Orinda

6 Cresta Blanca,
Orinda

33 Bates Blvd.,
Orinda

represented Seller

44 Lost Valley,
Orinda

4 Owl Hill, 
Orinda

67 Corte Yolanda,
Moraga

represented Buyer

59 Canyon Green
Way, San Ramon

4465 Portola Dr.,
Santa Cruz

3484 Hamlin Rd.,
Lafayette

represented Buyer

86 Hillcrest Dr.,
Orinda

Happy Holidays 



CalBRE#01882902

WWW.DUDUM.COM
CALBRE #01882902

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 9453

O: 925.420.5717    F: 925.937.4001

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVENUE, #A

DANVILLE, CA 94526
O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

RANDY 925.787.4622
SERETA: 925.998.4441

CALBRE 00524249/01138237

JON WOOD 
PROPERTIES

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

CALBRE 01474293/01435618

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
CALBRE 01290985

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399
CALBRE 01973545

JOHN 
FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053
CALBRE 01938194

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361 
CALBRE 01968803

925.285.1093
CALBRE 01478540

LISA TICHENOR MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500
CALBRE 01310057

925.360.8662
CALBRE 01907345

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.915.0851
CALBRE 01970768

TINA FRECHMAN

925.212.7617
CALBRE 01320608

SHERRY HUTCHENSLAURIE HIGGINS

925.876.7968
CALBRE 01322819

We would like to thank the Lamorinda community for another amazing year,  
and we look forward to being your preferred real estate brokerage for years to come. 
Wishing you and your loved ones great joy and many blessings this holiday season.

Warmest 
Holiday Wishes

from all of us at
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Framework assembled, and fi lling up the driveway. Familiar faces, both human and humanoid, look toward the stars. 

Working on a classic: Powell’s neighbor Michael Ferrif and fr iend Bob Christopher inside the fr amework. Ian (7), Drew (12) and Cameron (11) Powell. 

And the project nearly failed before it began when 
Powell couldn’t locate any to-scale drawings online. 
 His son solved the problem by suggesting they 
scale it aft er his LEGO Star Wars ship. 
 A last-minute design change during construction 
scrapped the use of some plastic in favor of wood to in-

sure the necessary frame rigidity, but the Millennium 
Falcon was ready to fl y in time for the Powell Hallow-
een party. 
 Asked if he might consider a career change to 
full-time prop construction, the Lafayett e contractor 
laughed. “It’s prett y fun, actually,” he said of his price-

less rooft op projects. 
 Would Powell design a diff erent model before 
the release of Star Wars IX in 2019?  Possibly. Th ere 
just might be one more light sabre trick left  up his Jedi 
sleeve.
 ... continued on page D9

Up on the rooftop (…again!) 
... continued from page D1



Terri Bates Walker 
Broker, J.D.

510.282.4420 | terri@terribateswalker.com
              terribateswalker.com | Follow me on:  

License# 01330081

BRINGING LAMORINDA HOME

Happiest of Holidays 
to the Lamorinda 

Community and Best 
Wishes in 2018!
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30  

TH

1987-2017

BERKELEY
510.542.2600

DANVILLE
925.838.9700

LAFAYETTE
925.283.7866

MONTCLAIR-PIEDMONT
510.339.4000

ggsir.com
Each Office Is Independently

 Owned and Operated.

Contact a GGSIR
Sales Associate

for All Your
Real Estate Needs.

FEATURED AGENT

Rebecca Burns
Realtor® | CalBRE  #01952765

Everyone deserves the 
extraordinary, because luxury is 
not about price-point – rather 
it is about an experience. And 
when it comes to real estate, 

experience matters. Although 
the holidays are upon us, now is 
the best time to start preparing 
to buy or sell property in 2018. 

Call me today and I’ll make sure 
the experience is exactly what 

you envision.

RebeccaBurnsRealty.com

Danville Office

925.788.1203 c
rebecca.burns@sir.com

Modern Ranch Style
1023Westridge.com
1023 Westridge Avenue | $1,799,888
5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms
Maribel Cribb | 925.997.1791

Web Id: CQES6P, CalBRE #01153985

Westside Alamo Contemporary
ggsir.com
1536 Manning Lane | $1,048,000
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
Julie Ann Poppi | 925.683.0134

Web Id: KVGF4H, CalBRE #01246956

Charming Private Estate
1830AlamedaDiabloRoad.com
1830 Alameda Diablo | $4,350,000
5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms
Debbie Wright | 925.285.1466

Web Id: 7ZQFW9, CalBRE #01381698

Fantastic Resort Living
ggsir.com
4304 Nottingham Drive | $1,545,000
4+ Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms
Helen Schmidt, CRS | 925.785.4320

Web Id: JGRWFM, CalBRE #01195873

Endless Views of Mt. Diablo
2360DeerValley.com
2360 Deer Valley Lane | $1,898,000
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms
Rebecca Burns | 925.788.1203

Web Id: DJ5V65, CalBRE #01952765

Charming Single Story
1503Huston.com
1503 Huston Road | $1,098,000
5 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms
Lauren Holloway | 925.285.1728

Web Id: B3MT23, CalBRE #01393592



KarenRichardsonGroup.com 

BRE#01407557 
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Making your holiday parties bright
By Amanda Eck

The Holidays are fast approaching and there’s lots of hustle and bustle happening.  Th e endless list 
of gift s to buy and parties to att end can be daunting.  But I do enjoy sett ing aside time to entertain 
friends and family in my home.  Over the years I have hosted countless cooking exchange parties, 

Christmas tea parties, and pajama and wine nights.  I have learned to streamline my party preparedness 
so that I can actually enjoy my guests instead of feeling completely wiped by the time the doorbell rings.
 Here are a few of my holiday party tips:
 A week before your event shop for all your nonperishable items: Paper goods, wine, coff ee, etc.  Keep 
your list with you at all times, so when you are out and about you won’t forget something.  Or if you are 
tech savvy, download a “to-do” list app.  I am old school and still prefer to write things on paper.
 Keep the décor simple:  Fresh fl owers or greenery and candles are your best friends.  Make sure to 
use unscented candles near food.  No one likes to smell aude de gardenia while eating hummus dip.
 Keep the menu simple:  Th is is not the time to try that new recipe you found on Pinterest.  Keep 
to your “go-to”s and crowd pleasers.  Or be sneaky like me and pick up some yummy pastries from La 
Chataigne bakery in Lafayett e or some tasty orzo pasta from the Whole Foods’ deli.  From that point on 
it’s all about presentation.  I like to use unique items to serve or display the food.
 ... continued on page D10

Photos Amanda Eck

Spring Market- Prepare Now 
 Despite the hustle and bustle of the holiday 
season, now is the perfect � me to start laying the 
groundwork for a successful sale. This is especially 
true in Lamorinda where the “spring” market has 
go� en progressively earlier; school enrollment 
begins in the early spring which means many buyers 
are looking to close on their new home even earlier 
in the year to ensure that their child is able to a� end 
neighborhood schools.  It is more important than 
ever to start making your to-do list now if you want 
to take advantage of this typically strong early selling 
market.
 We always suggest that sellers spend � me de-
clu� ering and ge�  ng rid of things that they no longer 
use or need. Consider dona� ng your unwanted 
treasures. These dona� ons not only help deserving 
non-profi ts, but your generosity will be repaid come 
tax � me when you are looking for those itemized 
charitable deduc� ons.
 Now is also the � me to start ge�  ng quotes, 
picking fi nishes and lining up contractors if you plan 
to make updates to your home prior to selling.  Make 
sure that you consult with your Realtor throughout 
this process to ensure that you are making choices 
that will appeal to current buyers. It is important to 
make sure that the money you put into upgrades 
will translate into more profi t at the close of escrow. 
However, there are some circumstances in which it 
does not make fi nancial sense to make updates in 
advance of a sale. In this case or when the budget for 
repairs and upgrades is limited, I o� en recommend 
just a simple coat of paint. It can go a long way to 
brightening up a house.
 And fi nally, take a good look at what your 
home is worth before you go full speed ahead. This 
means looking beyond your Zes� mate and seeking 
the advice of a local Realtor who understands the 
nuances of the Lamorinda market. They can help 
you to evaluate your situa� ons and make sure your 
expecta� ons are realis� c and that a move makes 
fi nancial sense.  
 We wish you and your family a wonderful and 
res� ul holiday season.
 Please feel free to contact us with your real 
estate ques� ons - Erin at erin@Mar� nHomesTeam.
com or Darrick at darrick@Mar� nHomesTeam.com.

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
www.Mar� nHomesTeam.com
CalBRE #01922810
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Up on the rooftop 
... continued from page D4

What it takes to build a Millennium Falcon:
• 630 feet of LED lighting
• 400 feet of conduit
• 1,000 wood screws
• 728 board feet of 2 x 4 wood
• 2 T-10 parachutes from eBay

What it took to assemble a Death Star:
• 162 geo hubs
• 18 cans of paint
• 2,000 feet of ½-inch PVC conduit, cut in six various lengths

Watch Death Star and Millennium Falcon construction videos online at:
htt ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OT0RH4EAnLY&feature=youtu.be
htt ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f Hzesa5_ltY&feature=youtu.be

believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Happy Holidays

©2017 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An

Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real

estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Running lights on and primed for lift off !

It helps to have a 70 foot crane for pre-launch
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 Party Favors:  I love sending my guests home with a litt le treat or memento.  
I’ve given Christmas ornaments, small wrapped hand soaps, votive candles, small 
pott ed plants tied with ribbon, chocolates, and hot cocoa mix with a peppermint 
stick tucked in a mug.
 Th e day before:  I like to have the table set at least a day before, if it is a formal 

sit down.  For more casual parties I lay out all my serving dishes and att ach sticky 
notes with what food items are going where.  It sounds silly, but I promise you, it’s a 
lifesaver when you are running around the day of trying to get things ready.   Place 
all the fresh fl owers in their containers, this will give them a full day to open up and 
if you happen to realize you need more you are not running to the store last minute.  
I make sure all of my running around is done a day ahead, so that on the day of I can 
focus on gett ing the house ready.  
 Day of:  Aft er all the fi nishing touches, the table is set, the fl owers are placed, I 
try and set aside at least an hour or two of downtime before the party.  It may mean 
taking a leisurely bubble bath, or curling up on the sofa with a book and a cup of tea, 
or even a litt le power nap.  Having that quiet time will help you recharge.  One hour 
before everyone arrives light the candles and turn on some music.
 Ding dong!  Now go enjoy your guests.  Happy Holidays, friends.  I wish you 
and yours a very wonderful holiday and Happy New Year!  See you in 2018! 

Making your holiday parties bright
... continued from page D8

As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-based 
Amanda Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your home's 
interior should be both approachable and well- appointed. 
She oft en asserts, "Beauty is a necessity."
 With a distinct sense of style that mixes contemporary 
and classic design she fashions spaces that are both elegant 
and inviting.  Her design aesthetic is inspired by anything 
visual but especially fashion, architecture and art.
 Visit htt p://amandacarolinteriors.com for more 
design ideas.

Photo Amanda Eck

Amanda’s go-to cocktail: Sparkling 
Pomegranate Punch
• 3 tbsp. sugar
• 1 c. pomegranate juice
• 2 bott le Sparkling wine
• ¾ c. white wine
• 2 oranges
• 1 c. diced fresh pineapple
• ¼ c. pomegranate seeds
• Ice cubes
• In a punch bowl, dissolve the sugar in the pomegranate juice, stirring 
vigorously. Add the sparkling wine and white wine, then add the orange slices, 
diced pineapple, and pomegranate seeds. Serve the sparkling pomegranate 
punch over ice cubes.
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ORINDA
187 Canon Drive, $1,265,000, 3 Bdrms, 1779 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 11-17-17; 
 Previous Sale: $800,000, 10-13-10
210 Canon Drive, $1,275,000, 4 Bdrms, 1956 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 11-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $990,000, 09-01-10
20 Coff ee Berry Lane, $2,040,000, 4 Bdrms, 3196 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 11-9-17
29 Dias Dorados, $1,790,000, 5 Bdrms, 3537 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 11-13-17
45 East Altarinda Drive, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2254 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 11-14-17; 
 Previous Sale: $89,500, 12-13-73
6 El Nido Court, $650,000, 3 Bdrms, 1619 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 11-9-17
9 Las Mesas Path, $920,000, 3 Bdrms, 1144 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 11-15-17; 
 Previous Sale: $25,000, 08-10-70
51 Martha Road, $1,850,000, 3 Bdrms, 2918 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 11-17-17
49 Singingwood Lane, $1,775,000, 4 Bdrms, 2955 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 11-15-17; 
 Previous Sale: $900,000, 03-03-89
28 Sunnyside Court, $1,225,000, 2 Bdrms, 2153 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 11-15-17; 
 Previous Sale: $772,500, 09-12-03
53 Tappan Lane, $1,405,000, 5 Bdrms, 2862 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 11-16-17; 
 Previous Sale: $489,000, 06-23-88
9 Valley View Road, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 4268 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 11-8-17; 
 Previous Sale: $950,000, 08-12-04

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded   
... continued from page D2

925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com

rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Knowledgeable | Professional | Reliable | Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

Need Solutions in Obtaining a Mortgage?
As a Mortgage Broker Mark Has Access to Numerous Banks to
Find You the Best Loan!!

Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 | NMLS License #248181 
Supervising Broker Pacific Bay Lending Inc. CA Bureau of Real Estate #01874848 NMLS #318011

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MZ Financial Group

415-203-6369
Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP

Mark and MZ Financial Group help borrowers qualify with all different
types of  situations. Some of  the more common are:

• Investors looking to increase their holdings in residential or 
commercial properties

• Self-Employed individuals with income qualifying issues
• Borrowers with large assets and low incomes

Mark has been a mortgage broker for over 15 years and would love to put
that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs!

Our advertisers make our paper possible to 
print and deliver free to your home. Please 
thank them and let them know you saw 
their ad. 

Your 
publishers,
Wendy and 
Andy Scheck

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

925-377-0977      www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian 

Light the night 
By Cynthia Brian
“Moon and stars are giving light. With gift s of nature’s giving, we complete the cycle of living. Let us give fr om our mind, hands, and heart to the world.” – Chitrabhanu

It was a holiday tradition for our family of seven to pile into our old station wag-
on to head to the hills of San Francisco to experience the beauty of the deco-
rated homes in Pacifi c Heights. We called our favorite street Teddy Bear Lane, 

since we were so young we didn’t know its real name. (And I still don’t know where 
it was!) It was spectacular with a full block of beautiful Victorians lit up with teddy 
bears fl anked by fl ickering candles in every window. Another street boasted spar-
kling reindeer, glistening snowmen, serene nativity scenes, and some even show-

cased Santa and his sleigh on the steep rooft ops. Gardens twinkled with illumina-
tion making the night merry and bright. 
 Aft er all the “oohing and aahing,” we’d head to Fisherman’s Wharf to pick up 
fresh crabs for our Christmas Eve meal, then wander down to Ghiradelli for a cup 
of hot cocoa.  Th e coins we had been saving all year to help children enjoy a festive 
celebration were deposited into the bucket of the man ringing the bell from the 
Salvation Army. We kids dreamt of sugarplums, teddy bears, star-studded skies, and 
busy elves on the two-hour drive back to the ranch as we anxiously anticipated the 
excitement of the season.  It was a deeply satisfying annual excursion, the kind that 
etches itself into one’s memory forever.  
 Since we lived in the middle of nowhere, down a mile-long lane with no street 
lamps to light the night, our fear was that Santa wouldn’t be able to fi nd our farm-
house, much less our chimney. To ease our worries, our parents lit two acres of our 
fi elds, orchards, and gardens, creating a virtual runway as a navigational guide to 
steer Rudolph to the right place. We pulled carrots from the vegetable garden to 
nourish the tired reindeer.  Naturally we baked gingerbread cookies as a treat for 
Jolly St. Nick accompanied by a big glass of milk and a note of gratitude for his gen-
erosity. We hoped his list had checked us off  as “nice” instead of “naughty.” 
 Th is December as I drive around local neighborhoods, I am reliving the joy-
fulness of my youth without having to drive to Teddy Bear Lane in San Francisco. 
Residents who celebrate Christmas adorn their houses, trees, shrubs and gardens 
with garlands, wreaths, ornaments and twinkling lights of every color.  Th e décor is 
rich, festive and fun.  It takes time and patience to unravel a string of lights, especial-
ly if they are from a previous year, but the rewards are worth the trouble. 
 Aside from raking leaves, mulching, planting cover crops, and transplant-
ing cutt ings, there isn’t too much work to do in a December garden. Across the 
country, most landscapes are sett ing in for their winter slumber. With less chores 
to accomplish, I champion a diff erent decorating challenge every day with the fi nal 
goal of having the crape myrtle trees on my driveway shimmer under the glinting 
moonlight.  I’ll be snipping fresh redwood, cypress and pine boughs for their fresh 
forest scent to add to doors and windows adorned with holly and pistache berries. 
Poinsett ias are already on the porch and vases of blooming narcissci perfume the 
bathrooms.  Amaryllis is budding in anticipation of a Dec. 25 appearance.
 Th is is an enchanted time of year. Take time to savor the seconds with family 
and friends as you watch the lights of the nights.  Off er your heart.  Bequeth your 
soul. Gift  suggestions that cost you nothing include forgiving someone who has 
inured you, being a role model to young people, providing kindness to all, while 
respecting and loving yourself.
 As Norman Vincent Peale wrote, “Christmas waves a magic wand over this 
world, and behold, everything is soft er and more beautiful.”  May the magic of this 
blessed time shine a light on you and your loved ones. Merry Christmas from my 
home to yours.                                         ... continued on page D13

 Th e azaleas and bergenia highlight the blow-up Santa and snowman. Photos Cynthia Brian
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Th e red, regal, and exotic dragon fr uit will spark a holiday conversation. Be on the alert for the fi rst signs of the snow plant.

Holly is a traditional symbol of the holidays. Guavas as falling fr om the trees. Make cookies, jams and guava duff .
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CLEAN the dead leaves from bearded iris to prevent rot and insect 
hideouts.

CUT boughs of evergreens to mold into wreaths and garlands. 
PLANT a cover crop to increase nitrogen and protect against winter ero-

sion. Fava beans, clover, vetch and mustard are excellent choices. To 
fi nd seeds, visit www.rareseeds.com or www.sowtrueseed.com.

GIVE the gift  of my new book, “Growing with the Goddess Gardener,” 
12 months of inspiration and gardening tips to sustain your inner 
gardener with a full year of kindness and happiness in nature. Buy 
directly from www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store and 25 percent is 
a donation to Be the Star You Are!® charity, plus you’ll receive extra 
goodies and an autographed copy. 

FEED the birds. Baby, it’s cold outside and our birds need food and 
shelter. Make sure to clean your birdhouses and feeders regularly.

WATCH for rats and mice. As the cold weather begins, vermin seek a 
warm bed and easy-to-fi nd food. 

CHECK plants that you’ve brought inside for the winter for any insect 
infestation.

WATER your Christmas trees. If you purchased a cut tree, make sure 
it has plenty of water throughout the month as indoor heat will 
quickly dry out any conifer. 

COVER frost tender plants with burlap, sheets, newspaper or straw. Be 
on the alert for swift  temperature swings. 

REMOVE the longer canes from wisteria.
PRUNE crape myrtles and fruit trees once all the leaves have dropped.
RA KE leaves as they fall and add to the compost pile. Allow a half inch 

to an inch of leaves to remain on the soil.  Compost the rest.
PERUSE garden catalogues and read books about landscaping as you 

curl up with with cup of hot chocolate or licorice cinnamon tea.
PREVENT snails and slugs from devouring your plants by adding cop-

per strips or bowls of stale beer to the perimeter of your garden.
PICK UP guavas that fall and use for jams or juices.
ADD a bow of freshly picked Meyer lemons to your countertop as a 

useful culinary display.
FILL your Christmas tree or Hannukah bush with every family orna-

ment that you’ve been saving for years! Nostalgia reigns supreme.
BUY a small living cypress tree to use as an inexpensive Christmas tree 

in lieu of a cut fi r. Some stores have been selling three- to four-foot 
specimens for less than $8. 

VISIT an Asian market to buy the delicious exotic Dragon fruit. 
SELECT colorful and easy-to-grow crotons or ginger plants to add a 

fantasy island fl ing to your festivities. 
WATCH for snow plants to sprout in the Sierras.
MAKE a tax-deductible donation to help with hurricanes and Califor-

nia fi res disaster relief at www.BetheStarYouAre.org.  Every dollar 
counts. Be the Star You Are!® cares. 

It is the season of giving and sharing. Have yourselves a very Merry 
Christmas. 

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!
Cynthia Brian

Cynthia Brian’s mid-month garden guide
... continued from page D13

Crotons are easy to grow and make lovely houseplants.

Tropical ginger plants may need draping with burlap as they are 
fr ost tender.

Meyer lemons will ripen on the counter.
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Cynthia Brian, Th e Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards 
of Napa County, is a New York Times best selling author, 
actor, radio personality, speaker, media and writing coach as 
well as the Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You 
Are1® 501 c3. 
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at www.
StarStyleRadio.com.
My new book, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, is 
available at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. 
Available for hire.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Cynthia Brian and her Be the Star You Are!® volunteers wishes you a Holly  
Jolly Christmas.
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200 Glory Lily Court
Stunning and exquisitely updated 
2005 modern Gale Ranch gallery 
home. 5 bedrooms, 4 baths.

$1,549,000

The Village 
Associates: 
Ashley Battersby

Patricia Battersby

Shannon Conner

Meara Dunsmore

Joan Eggers

Linda Ehrich

Joan Evans

Linda S. Friedman

Marianne Greene

Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight

Susan Zeh Layng

Charles Levine

Darrick Martin

Erin Martin

April Matthews

Hillary Murphy

Karen Murphy

John Nash

Ben Olsen

Sue Olsen

Tara Rochlin

Jaime Roder

Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock

Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith

Molly Smith

Jeff Snell

Lynda Snell

Steve Stahle

Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega

Ann Ward

Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
                 Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on                                       Sunday Open Homes 

L A M O R I N D A ’ S  L E A D I N G  I N D E P E N D E N T  R E A L  E S T A T E  F I R M

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

instagram.com/VillageAssociates 

twitter.com/villageassoc 
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40 Dos Osos   
Incredible Orinda, San Pablo Dam, 
Mt. Diablo forever views Once in a 
lifetime opportunity raw land sale.       

1822 Saint Andrews Drive
Lovely detached single family home 
in Moraga Country Club. 3 Beds, 2 
Baths +Den. Fully remodeled eat-in 
kitchen & baths. Top Schools!

130 Mattos Court
Unique opportunity to custom-ize 
single level cul-de-sac home. 4 
Bedrooms/ 3 Baths /2887 sq ft.

40 Los Altos Road
This 4605sf handsome custom 
contemporary is the quintessential 
restorative retreat in OCC. Views/
Pool/Tennis/Gardens – all on 2.27ac.        

23 Indian Wells Street
Moraga Country Club Bruzzone built 
Wimbledon Expanded. 4 Bedrooms/ 
3 bathrooms/ 3122 SqFt. Top-Rated 
Schools!

407 Hiller Drive
Stunning Hiller Highlands end unit 
townhome with versatile open fl oor 
plan. Beautifully renovated kitchen.

160 Camino Don Miguel  
One of a kind estate overlooking 
OCC. Resort quality pool & spa, 
gardens, views & guest house.

1601 Reliez Valley Road
Breathtaking new custom by 
SpringHill Homes boasts 5bd/4.5ba, 
4323sf of incredible living spaces on 
scenic 1.23acres.        

1840 Tice Creek Drive, #2432
Bright & cheerful 4th fl oor 
Chatsworth Model with western 
views of Mt. Diablo. Spacious fl oor 
plan. 

10 Winding Lane 
A setting like no other. A tasteful 
estate situated up a winding lane of 
8.6 acres. 3 main structures of apx. 
23,422 sq.ft.

961 Oak View Circle
Complete fi xer with approved plans 
for Beautiful Craftsman Style home 
in amazing location.

1315 Golden Rain Rd, #2
Bright & cheerful Rossmoor home. 
Updated single-level 2Bd/1.5Ba 
Yosemite model. Close to carport.

$489,000

$1,075,000

Call for Price

$2,495,000

$1,400,000

$889,000

$4,950,000

$9,000/ Month

$360,000

$16,500,000

$1,290,000

$470,000

For Lease

Coming Soon

Lots & Land




