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Wishing all of  my clients, friends and neighbors
joyful holidays and best wishes for a healthy 

and prosperous new year!

We off er both a relaxed atmosphere and 

a sports bar, something for families, 

couples, students and seniors. On the 

menu you’ll see many of Roman Italian 

specialities, from the classic bruschetta 

made with melted fontina cheese and 

sautéed mushrooms to mista and 

arugula salads, an array of wood-fi red 

pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of 

primis and seconds. The restaurant has 

full bar and a generouse wine list.Find Us On

www.tavernapellegrini.com   •   www.pizzapellegrini.com

THIS IS HOME
 

This is where holiday lights are strung, 
gifts are lovingly wrapped and the smell of 
warm gingerbread fills the house. Wishing 

you and your loved ones every joy of the 
holiday season.

 
Coldwell Banker. Where Home Begins.
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Mayor Phillips completes the year of  
the sinkhole with kudos
By Sora O’Doherty

It was an exciting year for Eve 
Phillips, as she raised her baby 

daughter and transitioned to a new 
job at Google while continuing as 
mayor of Orinda. But perhaps the 
most signifi cant thing to happen 
during Phillips’ term of offi ce was 
the sinkhole on Miner Road, which 
occurred during a torrential storm in 
early January, not even one month 
into Phillips’ 2017 term. The huge 
sinkhole completely closed Miner 
Road, one of Orinda’s important 

arterial and feeder roads. Shortly 
after the sinkhole occurred, further 
winter storms caused serious fl ood-
ing of the homes nearby. 
 As Phillips handed over the may-
oral gavel on Dec. 5, she received 
praise from state and county govern-
ment offi cials, the other city council 
members, and members of the public, 
who were unanimous in recogniz-
ing her excellence in handling the 
sinkhole disaster, as well as her other 
accomplishments as mayor. Contra 

Costa County Supervisor Candace 
Andersen lauded Phillips for her 
leadership, remembering receiving 
a telephone call on the night of the 
sinkhole. Andersen presented Phillips 
with a proclamation from the County. 
Teresa Gerringer, a representative 
from state Sen. Steve Glazer’s offi ce, 
also presented Phillips with a procla-
mation on behalf of the senator.
 Members of the public spoke 
of their appreciation for Phillips, 
who did not always agree with the 
majority on the council but pre-
sided over meetings with a sense 
of calm and effi ciency. Much was 
made of the fact that the sinkhole 
was repaired with great rapidity, 
and council members hailed her as 
hardworking and very professional.
 Phillips received gifts from 
the council members, including 
fl owers, beverages, and a ceremo-
nial gavel and a miniature gavel 
for daughter, Cary. Phillips was 
honored with a dessert reception at 
a break in the meeting, where as-
sorted mini cupcakes and sparkling 
juice were served. The reception 
was arranged by City Clerk Sheri 
Smith.

From left: Dean Orr, Darlene Gee, Eve Phillips, Any Worth and Inga Miller
 Photo Sora O’Doherty

‘Holiday Magic’
... continued from page A1

 Further inside the Square, love-
ly Moana and Queen Elsa from the 
Bay Area Cinderella Company 
welcomed fans near the tall and 
beautifully adorned Christmas 
tree.  They chatted with children 
about their favorite songs from the 
movies “Moana” and “Frozen,” 
coming down to child level for 
the sincere exchanges among the 
lighted packages under the tree.  
 Elsewhere in Theatre Square, 

children were getting their faces 
painted and families were dining 
at the busy restaurants or window 
shopping, perhaps for holiday 
gifts.  The merriment will con-
tinue at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
21 with the free movie screening 
of the holiday classic “The Polar 
Express” in the 178-seat audi-
torium.  For information about 
other events, visit www.orindathe-
atresquare.com.

Moana and Queen Elsa, from the Bay Area Cinderella Company, share a 
holiday moment with Valeria and Brent Tyndall, and their children, Juliana 
and Serena.           Photo Sora O’Doherty


