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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MNHNASIUME

The Math Learning Center

925-377-0977

GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com
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Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
* Custom Designs e Appraisals
* Expert Repairs e Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.
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:. $5 off Watch Battery I
I Reg $15, Now $10
"

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 2/28/18. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions appl;
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6
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Lafayette author draws on her childhood in
China to pen award-winning children’s books

By Kara Navolio
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Ying Chang Compestine

ing Chang Compestine, a La-

fayette resident since 2002,
is the author of 20 books, with her
newest book, a retelling of “The
Chinese Emperor’s New Clothes”
(Abrams, 2017), released this
month.

The picture book for 6-10 year
olds is a twist on the old tale; the
child emperor Ming Da realizes
that his ministers are stealing from
his country, leaving nothing for
him to give his people. He comes
up with a plan and enlists his tai-
lors to help expose the thieves and
take care of his citizens. The book
has been awarded a Kirkus Star, an
honor for children’s books of ex-
ceptional merit.

All of Compestine’s books are
inspired by her childhood grow-
ing up in China during the Chinese
Cultural Revolution. “Revolution
Is Not a Dinner Party” (Henry Holt,
2007) is specifically based on her
own life in China. It has won over
30 awards and has been published
in many languages. She recently
signed a contract to have the novel
turned into a movie, being co-pro-
duced by Canadian and European
companies.

Another book that Compestine
co-wrote with her son, Vinson,
when he was in high school, “The
Secrets of the Terra-Cotta Soldier”
(Abrams, 2014), has also won
many awards and is being made
into an animated television series.

Compestine has also written
many picture books for younger
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children and five cookbooks that
focus on healthy eating. Her chil-
dren’s books include activities and
sometimes recipes as well, all tied
to Chinese culture.

Compestine is the type of au-
thor who enjoys getting out to
schools and interacting with the
kids who read her books. She has
developed a unique school assem-
bly program, traveling all over the
world, as her books are published in
many languages. Compestine trav-
els on cruise ships and gives school
visits in every port of call, using the
ship as her floating hotel. While the
ship is at sea, she conducts writing
workshops and cooking classes for
her fellow travelers. She has cruis-
es booked for the spring in Europe
and the fall in Asia.

For all her previous successes,
one would guess that getting her
newest book published would be
relatively easy. However, success
does not come without continued
hard work, as Compestine explains,
“I worked on Emperor for 13 years.
It was rejected by 20 editors! Each
time I sent my baby out, [ was full
of hope. When he came back, re-
jected, I would spend days doubt-
ing my abilities as a writer. But like
a loving, infinitely persistent moth-
er, [ kept on. I restructured the story
every way I could think of. I wrote
variations from the point of view of
every major character in the book.
I spent days working on one sen-
tence and hours finding the perfect
word. [ was determined to improve
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my inadequate baby because he
represented part of me — my bitter-
sweet childhood growing up during
the Chinese Cultural Revolution.”

Compestine, who came to the
U.S. when she was 23, is not like
other writers who sit at their desk
and write for several hours each
day. She does most of her story
writing in her head while exercis-
ing or cooking. By the time she sits
down at the computer to “write,”
she has already formed the story in
her head, and she just has to type it
out. One of her favorite places to
exercise is the Lafayette Reservoir
and the trails surrounding it. She
and her husband made the move
from Colorado to the Bay Area 15
years ago because Compestine al-
ways wanted to live near San Fran-
cisco. As a young girl in China, the
Golden Gate Bridge was a pow-
erful symbol of freedom and the
West. She makes regular visits to
see the bridge.

All 20 of her books are still in
print, and her earliest, “The Run-
away Rice Cake,” is in its seventh
edition. Compestine’s hard work
and attention to the smallest detail
has paid off. “I don’t want to just
publish books. I want to publish
award-winning books that stay in
print.”

Book Passage in Corte Madera
will be hosting a Book Launch
Party for “The Chinese Emperor’s
New Clothes” in celebration with
the Chinese New Year from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, with
activities for children.

Her books can be found at
Orinda Books and at online book-
sellers. For more information, visit
yingc.com.
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\CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Create a positive change
in a foster child’s life.

BecoME A CASA VOLUNTEER.

WWWw.CCCOCasa.org
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PRESCHOOL AT MVPC

OPEN HOUSE

Monday, February 12th
9:30—10:30
Learh more about Nurtury Preschool
and receive Early Registration!

Morning Program 9-12:30
Extended day care from 8am-5pm

Classes for 2-5 year Olds
and Summer Camps!
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga
www.nhurturyatmvpc.com

Open House Child care provided by reservation
(925) 388-0086 or Nurtury@mvpctoday.org

All Airports
Served 24/7

TAXI BLEU

Dispatch:

925-849-2222

Direct:

925-286-0064

www.mytaxibleu.com
mytaxibleu@gmail.com

TAXI BLEU

mytaxihieu-cﬂm
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IPatayette €Care Home

A'Residential Care Home for the lideriys
L'afayette Care Home features six private rooms in @ beautiit
setting. We pride ourselves in giving personal and individual cares
Please contact Linda at{925) 451:6436 to arrange @ visit.

Testimonial from Marian M. ﬁ
atayette Care Home forovers

“Our motherhas been withthey
3 years, and we are moregnanipieased witthe oi'@ are.

provided. We highly s¢BOMMERU RIS EXCEptiona| Care Home s
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Lafayette Care Home « 3640 Baker Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 (925) 451-6456 * www.lafayettecarehome.com






