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RC competition a first for Campolindo
By Cathy Dausman

he rubber meets the road for

the first time as Campolindo
High School students enter the
2018 Hydrogen Horizon Automo-
tive Challenge. The first round of
H2AC, as it is called, allows sci-
ence and automotive class students
in 20 Northern California high
schools to compete in a four-hour-
long endurance race on an indoor
track using a hand-built, hydrogen
fueled RC car.

The race is sponsored by Toy-
ota, whose Mirai runs on a hy-
drogen fuel cell. Toyota provides
each school with a kit and model
specifications. Car dimensions are
roughly 18 by 9 by 6 inches.

The Campolindo entry will
feature a red and blue paint
scheme; it was constructed by a
team of students including Con-
nor Gregg, Christian Meckfessel,
Aiden Roake, Goldie Zhu and Sean
Wright.

Meckfessel, who said he has
always been a car person, thought
working with the new technology
sounded like fun. “I’m not nervous
because I am a good driver. I think
we have a good chance of going to
finals, and winning,” he added.

Auto shop teacher Steve Boone
pitched the contest to his students
“because alternative fuel is one
portion of my class.”

Environmental science teacher
Tren Kauzer says the chemistry
and physics behind the alternative
power source is this: a hydrogen
fuel cell generates an electrical cur-
rent which then turns the engine.

Students work on constructing the hydrogen fueled RC car.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Emissions are carbon-neutral. “The
only thing that comes out of the tail
pipe is water, which is pretty cool,”
Kauzer said.

Entrants are provided with a set
of four nickel metal hydride batter-
ies (and may use two more) and 16
hydro sticks. The Campolindo car
shell was designed and built on a
3-D printer.

While hydrogen itself is flam-
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mable, Kauzer said the power cells
that the students use are small and
safe. “It’s not hydrogen gas in the
little tanks, it’s hydrogen that is
trapped in a gel,” he explained.

The race runs Feb. 24 at Rich-
mond’s Craneway Pavilion. The
top 10 teams will then compete
March 10 against 10 teams from
Southern California at the UC Da-
vis Pavilion.

Lively, fun-filled concert benefits
Educational Foundation of Orinda

The Mazmanian Family

Some families are consid-
ered musically inclined. The
Mazmanian Family quartet seems
to have that musical inclination on
steroids.

Orinda Intermediate School
music teacher Greg Mazmanian,
patriarch of the Mazmanian Family,
is a Juilliard grad and experienced
violin soloist who has performed
with the San Francisco Symphony,
Opera and Ballet orchestras as well
as backup musician for Frank Sina-
tra, Ray Charles, and Tony Bennett
among others. The ensemble grew
organically 10 years ago, Mazma-
nian says on the family’s website:
“The kids saw and heard my daily
fiddle practice around the house
and wanted to join in!”
Mazmanian’s son, Edward, and
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daughter, Rose, are both highly
accomplished violinists, and his
daughter Ida is an award-winning
pianist.

The ensemble, which performs
“dazzling Gypsy, Hungarian, Ar-
menian, Spanish tunes and other
surprises that fly off their fiddles
and piano” and has been touted as
“delightful, charming, flashy and
charismatic” by the San Francisco
Chronicle, will be performing at
6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10 at Holy
Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433
Moraga Way in Orinda.

“We enjoy performing all
styles of music but especially love
performing folk classics that meld
our classical training with the spirit
and soul of our Armenian roots,”
Mazmanian says on the website.

“We also have a passion for engag-
ing our audiences with fun and hu-
mor and essentially bringing them
into our family circle for the time
we are together.”

Tickets, which are $20 for
adults, and $10 for students, in-
clude a post-concert reception.
Proceeds benefit the Educational
Foundation of Orinda. To purchase
tickets, contact EFO: eforinda@
gmail.com. A limited number of
tickets will be sold at the door. For
information about the Mazmanian
Family, visit mazfamily.com.

—J. Wake
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Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
* Custom Designs e Appraisals
* Expert Repairs * Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.
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:. $5 off Watch Battery I
| Reg $15, Now $10

watch battery per person. Exp. 2/28/18. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
- O N N O EE EE EE EE me b e mw e omw o el

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6
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start
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THE WRITING STUDIO
Where Words Come to Life

Classroom instruction and individual sessions

Writing Projects
« Tools to improve fluency and sentence structure

Grades 3-12

The Writing Studio
Where Kids Express Their Writing Voice

(925)385-0211  www.lafayettewritingstudio.com
- & =

Iy

Jih

I
:
¥
T
'HH”W O

‘lll”””l“

|
il

|
I
|

(

TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured < Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

All Airports
Served 24/7
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www.mytaxibleu.com T Lay ey
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Care Home

A Residential Care Home for the Elde vy

Lafayette Care Home features six private rooms in a beau i

setting. \We pride ourselves in giving personal and individual ares
Please contact Linda at(925)451-6456 to arrange avisit."

Testimonial from Marian M;
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Linda

Lafayette Care Home « 3640 Baker Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 (925) 451-6456 * www.lafayettecarehome.com
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