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In recent weeks, the Orinda Po-
lice Department has received re-

ports of theft at construction sites.
 According to Orinda Police 
Chief Mark Nagel, the thefts pri-
marily occur at single-family con-
struction sites and the theft of prop-
erty is from the area immediately 
surrounding the site. Items such as 
machinery, equipment, appliances, 

furnishings and material supplies 
are desirable given their high dollar 
value. Typically, most contractors 
are insured for loss, but those costs 
are increasing.
 One company operating in 
Orinda, Bayview Builders, con-
fi rmed that they have been hit 
twice. The fi rst time over $10,000 
worth of equipment and tools were 

stolen from a locked construction 
site storage box. The thieves cut it 
open, apparently with some sort of 
torch. The second time, approxi-
mately $1,500 worth of electrical 
plugs, switches and related items 
were taken.  As a result, Bayview 
set up a security camera and cap-
tured photos of a suspected thief 
carrying away material from its 
building site. The photo was turned 
over to Orinda police, but no arrest 
has been made.
 According to Nagel, residential 
construction sites are diffi cult for 
police to monitor as the locations 
are typically spread throughout 
the city and most locations are not 
fenced. If there is some fencing ma-
terial, it’s usually secured by a pad-
lock or another device that can be 
easily defeated. Nagel offered some 
tips to locations currently under 
construction or remodel to prevent 
thefts from occurring and also iden-
tify property in the event of theft.
 He suggests that all assets on a 
construction site be identifi ed, such 
as by engraving a driver’s license 
number on the equipment itself and 
monitoring it as closely as possible. 
He also suggests locking gates 
when not in use, securing tools and 

equipment, and adding lighting and 
security cameras, which should be 
placed in a location that will cap-
ture entry and exit of the construc-
tion site by persons or vehicles.
 Thefts and burglaries are often 
crimes of opportunity and are often 
repeat offenses, Nagel says. A suc-
cessful theft of construction equip-

ment and building supplies often 
leads to repeated thefts from loca-
tion to location. 
 Nagel advised that if you see 
unfamiliar people in the area with-
out an obvious purpose for being 
at, on or near the construction site, 
you should call the OPD at (925) 
646-2441.
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Lafayette $1,995,000
4BR|3.5BA|3260sqft Magical Setting

Mid-Century Modern

Orinda - Coming Soon
4BR|3BA|3265sqft Close-in Location

Classic Craftsman

Thinking of  selling?  For exceptional results, call Frank!

Coming Soon
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Lafayette  | $1,995,000
4bd/3.5ba remodeled mid-century modern home on private approx. 1.49 acres. Experience California elegant indoor-outdoor living at its finest! www.3403MountainSprings.com

Frank Woodward 925.253.4603
frank@frankwoodward.com | CalRE #01335916

Moraga  | $1,450,000
One-story remodeled 5bd/2ba Campolindo home w/custom kitchen, mostly-flat yard & lush landscaping. Master has approx. 12-ft cathedral ceiling, walk-in closet & marble bath.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.253.4663
michelle@holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412

Moraga  | $479,000
2bd/2ba upgraded top floor condo with expansive views of Rheem Valley.

Tom Stack 925.878.9964
tom.stack@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01501769

Introducing this season’s hottest 
binge show, At Home in Northern 
California, a new weekly Coldwell 
Banker TV program showcasing 
local homes for sale. 

Check it out on Sundays at 4:00 
pm on ABC7 

Learn how your home can be a star. 
Contact your local office today. 

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

THE NEXT BIG HIT: YOUR HOME

A burglary suspect at this Orinda residential construction site is caught on 

camera.                                Photos provided

Construction site burglaries up
By Sora O’Doherty

Rodent Proofi ngRodent Proofi ng
Learn about Honest Rodent Proofi ng’s 

industry-leading 4-step process to get 

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.   

GUARANTEED
FREE In-Home Inspection, 
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988

GUARANTEED
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Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento




