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 ~ Life in LAMORINDA ~
Rube Goldberg challengers eat the 
competition for breakfast
By Cathy Dausman 

Eleven teams of science stu-
dents shied away from “sim-

ple” in their quest to design the 
most convoluted mechanical ce-
real dispenser ever during the 2018 
Rube Goldberg Challenge at Stan-
ley Middle School March 28.
 Rueben Garrett Lucius Gold-
berg, aka “Rube,” was no rube by 
any means. The Pulitzer Prize-
winning cartoonist was a Yankee 
Doodle Dandy (he was born on 
the Fourth of July) and Cal Bear. 
Although Goldberg died in 1970, 
his legacy endures in the form of an 
annual Rube Goldberg challenge 

for science and tech minded stu-
dents ranging in age from middle 
school through college. 
 Stanley’s contestants are vol-
unteers from Mike Meneghetti’s 
engineering and robotics classes. 
Judges are provided by Lafayette 
Partners in Education. Meneghe-
tti developed the program 18 years 
ago; competitions are held every 
other year. 
 As contestant Maggie Conk-
lin promised, this year’s challenge 
was “the most complex way to start 
your day.” Contestants milked their 
moment in the limelight and their 

audience ate it all up. 
 Alarm clocks were given a 
fi nal alignment, cars and trains 
straightened in their tracks, strings 
tightened and cereal packages were 
locked and loaded. Suddenly it was 
snap! crackle! pop! as the Cocoa 
Crispies, Apple Jacks, Cheerios 
and Fruit Loops fl ew into bowls. 
 After 20 to 40 hours of team-
work, it was over in a matter of sec-
onds. “It’s a privilege doing this,” 
said Meneghetti, who continues to 
emcee the contest. When it comes 
to Rube Goldberg, clearly nobody 
does it simple!   
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FRI-SUN APR 20-22 10AM-7PM

Everything is on Sale!

Don’t 
miss the 

Bay Area’s 
BIGGEST 

BIKE SALE!

THESE DEALS & MUCH MORE!...
All ELECTRIC BIKES 10-45% OFF
All Standard Bikes 10-40% OFF
All Demo Bikes 25% OFF
All Kryptonite Locks 30% OFF
All Helmets 30-60% OFF
All Shoes 20-60% OFF
Standard Tubes BOGO FREE

Lafayette 
3377 Mt. Diablo Blvd.  

925-283-BIKE 

Oakland 
6030 College Ave.  

510-654-BIKE hankandfrank.com
20142014-15-16

FREE Assembly + Lifetime Tune-Ups on H&F bikes!

Lowest 
prices & 

FREE LIFETIME 
TUNE-UPS 
on your 

H&F Bike!


