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Young Moraga artist launches home furnishings
line with Anthropologie

By Kara Navolio

people may wish for, but not see it as a
ealistic way to make a living. Not so for
26-year-old Bridgette Thornton of Moraga.

After years of pursuing painting as a side in-
terest, Thornton has shown it’s possible to make a
living doing what you love. Since May, four of her
paintings are being sold through the retailer An-
thropolgie as prints as part of their Art & Wall Dé-
cor Collection. In July the company reached out
to her to have some of her floral paintings convert-
ed to designs for their Home Product Line. Her
Paint and Petals collection, launching this month,
just in time for spring, is featured on duvet covers,
shower curtains, melamine dinnerware, and about
20 other products.

Thornton, who grew up in Moraga and grad-
uated from Campolindo High School in 2010, got
excited about art in an eighth-grade art class at Joa-
quin Moraga Intermediate School. It was an outlet
away from the pressures of school. After spending
two summers taking pre-college art classes at the

- : . ~ California College of Arts in Oakland, she got a
J— - " \'@‘ kL5 | taste of what attending an art school would be like.

She attended CCA after high school, but al-
though her passion was painting, she chose graphic
design as her major. “Graphic design was a path that
seemed a more direct path to employment,” stated
Thornton.

1 career as an artist is a dream that many
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Moraga native and artist Bridgette Thornton. Photo Terri Riggins ... continued on page D6




