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By Jon Kingdon

each volleyball came into existence in the 1920s
Bin Santa Monica with six on a team. Two-person
volleyball teams began in the 1930s. The sport
steadily grew with various tournaments and pro circuits,
eventually becoming an Olympic sport in 1996 with 42

countries represented.
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The Saint Mary’s Beach Volleyball team can be found at the Moraga Commons for practice and games.

SMC’s beach volleyball gains traction

In 2010, the NCAA made it an “emerging” women’s
sport, initially calling it “sand volleyball.”

Saint Mary’s College head volleyball coach Rob
Browning accepted the challenge of becoming part of this
growing sport: “In 2013, I sent an email to all of the lo-
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or scholarships.”

cal colleges and universities and said we should do this

Photo Tod Fierner

together because the only way they will approve it is if we
can control our expenses. Along with Pacific and Stan-
ford, we took the lead and formed a Bay Area consor-
tium, playing each other and not requiring extra coaches

... continued on page A12
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Lafayette commissioners’ mass resignation
causes consternation for some

By Pippa Fisher

ithin a couple of days after the city council’s

3-2 vote to adopt an uncompromising policy
intended to end any impropriety or perception of
impropriety in the planning and the design review
commissions, five of the seven members of Lafay-
ette’s planning commission had resigned. Whether
or not that is cause for panic depends very much on
one’s point of view.

Proposed by the newest recruits to the council,
City Council Member Ivor Samson and Vice Mayor
Cam Burks, “Version A,” a tough reform on the
policy which would demand resignation plus a one-
year post-service period of exclusion rather than
the current practice of recusal in cases of conflict
of interest, was adopted at the March 26 city coun-
cil meeting. With Mayor Don Tatzin and Council
Member Mike Anderson voting against it, Council
Member Mark Mitchell’s decision to vote for ver-
sion A made it a reality.

The decision comes after months of discussion,
and input from members of the public overwhelm-
ingly in favor of a resignation policy.

Attorney and Lafayette resident Scott Sommer
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says he and many other Lafayette citizens welcome
the reform. “Hopefully qualified citizen commis-
sioners will soon be appointed, the PC will be func-
tioning better than ever and this regrettable phase of
Lafayette city government will be over.”

Sommer says there have been six commission-
ers from the DRC and PC who have personally ap-
peared for clients before their own and other com-
missions, even the city council, which he points out
is a misdemeanor under the California Political Re-
form Act.

The Fair Political Practices Commission fined
former DRC Commissioner Tim Ward for advocat-
ing for a client to his other DRC commissioners.
Former PC Commissioner Allen Sayles is now un-
der investigation by the FPPC for appearances for
clients in 2015 and 2016.

Architect and former DR commissioner Gordon
Chong talks in an emailed letter to the council, of see-
ing developers “who were well-schooled at co-opting
... the process at each level including the addition of
commissioners as ‘design consultants’ to the initial/
preferred architect team.” ... continued on page A1l
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AUHSD board revises policy
banning interdistrict transfers,
approves new calendar

By John T. Miller

Reason Total

Curricular reasons 36
Parents work in the area 36
Older siblings 16
Recent move out of area 14
Bullying 3

Reasons for transfers (2017-2018)
(Data limited -reasons not disclosed by
some districts)

Aﬁollective sigh of relief could be
eard in the classrooms, hallways
and offices of the Acalanes Union High
School District after the school board
voted to revise their policy to ban in-
terdistrict transfers at their March 21
meeting.

The board decided to grant admis-
sions for the 2018-19 school year, with
a cap of 50 interdistrict transfers in all,
and will revisit the issue for the 2019-

C1-C3

Lamorinda
high school
§ volleyball
season
starts

20 school year in the fall. After more
consultation with community mem-
bers and a review of alternatives, they
will ultimately vote on a potential ban
by Dec. 7.

Over 30 speakers spoke against
the ban, most of them students, includ-
ing some of the transfers themselves.
Speaker after speaker emphasized that
the interdistrict transfers are scholars,
leaders, citizens and friends who make
AUHSD a stronger and more pluralis-
tic district. No one spoke in favor of
the ban.

Zahra Hasanain, a senior at Mira-
monte High School where nearly half
of the 274 interdistrict transfers attend,
said, “Interdistrict transfers have been
some of the most interesting, kind, and
helpful people I’ve met on campus.

... continued on page A1l
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Lafayette
Public Meetings

City Council

Monday, April 9, 7:30 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission

Monday, April 19, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, April 9, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, April 18, 7 p.m.

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, April 18, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Share your thoughts, insights and
opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Lafayette has
a new sheriff

in town
By Pippa Fisher

New Lafayette Police Chief Ben All-
dritt introduces himself to the Lafay-
ette City Council March 26.

Photo Pippa Fisher

hile it seemed like an im-

possible task to replace La-
fayette’s outgoing, larger-than-life
Police Chief Eric Christensen, the
new guy, Ben Alldritt, has a vote of
confidence from top city officials.

City Manager Steve Falk made
the announcement March 24.

Alldritt, who has spent the last
week shadowing Christensen, is
very excited by the challenge and
appreciates the opportunity to serve
in this community.

The new top cop worked for
the California Highway Patrol for
four years before joining the Con-
tra Costa County Sheriff’s office
in 2006. Following a short time
working in the Custody Services
Bureau, he then spent five years in
Danville working in traffic enforce-
ment and investigations. As a ser-
geant Alldritt was in charge of the
investigations unit and the homi-
cide unit. As a lieutenant he served
as watch commander for the county
and was most recently the assistant
commander of the patrol division.
He has a master’s degree in public
administration from Golden Gate
University.

Alldritt lives with his wife and
two young children in Oakley.

... continued on next page

Lafayette crosses landowner allowed lot line revision

By Pippa Fisher

Local Boy Scouts help maintain the crosses memorial March 10, on the

land in question.
he owner of the contentious
5-acre parcel of land that’s
home to the Lafayette crosses is fi-
nally able to move forward as the

Photo Pippa Fisher
city council agrees to his request
to redraw the plot lines on the
property, dividing it so that the
two existing houses each sit on

their own separate plot.

Although previously allowed
by the Planning Commission,
Council Member Ivor Samson sub-
mitted a formal request to appeal
and review the decision. The coun-
cil voted to hear the appeal, consid-
ering the land with the crosses to be
of such importance that it should be
reviewed at the city council level.

The landowner Charles Clark,
whose mother created the crosses
memorial on her private land in
2006, did not hide his exaspera-
tion at the March 26 city council
meeting, saying that the council’s
decision to take another look at the
matter had cost him two months.
“You guys are getting in the way,”
he said.

Samson said he appreciated
Clark’s frustration but that there is
a process and they have to follow
law.

The council heard comments
from members of the public con-
cerned about the loss of the crosses
but ultimately agreed that, with all
conditions met, there was nothing
to prevent the redrawing of the lot
lines.

“The crosses are important, but
it is not a public monument. It’s a
private monument on private land,”
said Council Member Mike Ander-
son, recognizing that they could
find no reason to deny Clark’s ap-
plication.

Anderson also drew the pub-
lic’s attention to a new monument
honoring fallen troops to be un-
veiled April 29 at the Lafayette
Veterans Memorial Center.

The council unanimously sup-
ported Clark’s application for a
lot line revision, with Mayor Don
Tatzin having recused himself due
to the proximity of his home.

Lamorinda groups help Grateful Gatherings tackle
biggest project yet

By Pippa Fisher

Furnishing a 27-room facil-
ity is a huge undertaking,
but that is exactly what the Oak-
land-based, nonprofit organiza-
tion Grateful Gatherings is do-
ing with help from many in the
Lamorinda area. This particular
project requires the help of all six
Bay Area chapters, local groups
and corporations, and volun-
teers as they help set up Claire’s
House, a community home offer-
ing love, hope, therapy and heal-
ing for children overcoming the
trauma of sexual exploitation and
trafficking. And Grateful Gather-
ings is still in need of some help.

Grateful Gatherings recog-
nizes that when the homeless
finally have a home, often they
have nothing else. “Maybe an air
mattress, if they’re lucky. But not
always even that,” says Direc-
tor of Programs and co-founder
Chris Flitter. Grateful Gatherings
collects donations, delivers and
sets up for people transitioning
out of homelessness.

The organization started
small. In 2013 Executive Direc-
tor Donna Wright Somerville
sponsored a family in need over
the holidays, providing gifts and
food. She kept in touch with
the family and when they were
placed in an apartment a few
months later but had no furnish-
ings, Somerville sent emails out
to 20 of her friends. She had their
apartment furnished within four
days.

Today Grateful Gatherings
works on the same principle, ex-
cept that now they have an email
list of 2,500 active donors and
sponsors. They are a registered
nonprofit with six local chapters,
including Lafayette and Orinda.

Whereas in the beginning, Flit-
ter says, she would single-handed-
ly rent a U-Haul truck for deliver-
ies, since 2016 moving company
Chipman Relocation and Logistics
has sponsored them and sends a
truck and movers. Describing this
as a gift she says, “In 2015 we
were helping 29 people. Chipman
allowed us to grow. In 2017 we
helped 85 people.”

... continued next page

A group of Miramonte volunteers help with a Grateful Gatherings event.

Photo provided

Consider Moving Your Taxbase to Alameda County!

Coming Soon in the Oakland Hills | 7990 Phaeton Drive, Oakland
4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2286+ Sq. Ft., Many Quality Updates!
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A taste of wine in Lafayette

By Pippa Fisher

From Ieft Doug Spear, Isabelle Ord and B|II English at Isabelle’s Vlneyard in

Moraga.

For anyone curious about the
wine made from some of the

many vineyards scattered around

the Lamorinda hills, at last there is

an opportunity to enjoy some wine

tasting in Lafayette.

Meadow View Winery is going
to be pouring on the first Friday of
each month at Farmyard Darlings,
right in the heart of Lafayette’s res-
taurant row, making it convenient
for a quick taste before heading to
dinner. Meadow View is a boutique
winery specializing in making wine
from Lamorinda grapes.

Award-winning Meadow View
winemaker Bill English hopes that
people will wander in and taste. He
says they will be pouring samples
of their chardonnay, cabernet franc,
cabernet sauvignon, rose, super-T
and pinot noir.

“Now there is a place where
people can try local by the taste,”
says English.

English has been making wines
since 1976. He moved to the Bay
Area in the early 1970s from Ohio.
Initially living in Oakland, he said
the climate was fine for storage but
when he moved to the warmer cli-
mate in Orinda in the late “70s he
dug a wine cellar under his home to
keep his stored wine cool.

English points to the similarity
in climate and hillside geography
between Lamorinda, and the better-
known wine-producing regions of
Napa and Sonoma and says that
this area can produce excellent
wine.

Photo provided

In 2016 Lamorinda was estab-
lished as an American Viticulture
Area (AVA). “Local means some-
thing to some people,” says Eng-
lish.

English made wine in small
amounts as an amateur for many
years before becoming bonded
in 2014. In 2013 he started using
grapes grown at Isabelle’s Vineyard
— a Moraga vineyard owned by his
partners Doug Spear and Isabelle
Ord. In 2015 he moved production
of wine from his cellar to Spear’s
garage. He says they currently pro-
duce around 300 cases per year.

Almost all the wines are pro-
duced from grapes grown in Lam-
orinda, the only exception being
the pinot noir for which he uses
grapes from the Russian River.
English says that Isabelle’s Vine-
yard is their biggest producer — the
vineyard is almost an acre and pro-
vides five tons.

The winery conducts yearly
blending trials, using a small panel
of experts to perfect the balance. In
fact their cabernet sauvignon, cab-
ernet franc and their super Tuscan-
style wines are all blends.

On the shelves, Meadow View
Wines can be found at Jackson’s
Liquor Store and Diablo Foods in
Lafayette and at three of the Total
Wine stores (Pleasant Hill, San Ra-
mon and Pleasanton).

The next opportunity for tasting
is Friday, April 6 from 4 to 6 p.m.
at Farmyard Darlings, 20 Lafayette
Circle.
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Grateful Gatherings

.. continued from page A2

Both Somerville and Flitter
have a background in television
production, including HGTV. Flit-
ter also worked at Shelter Inc. —
one of the 15 agencies that Grateful
Gatherings works with. Others in-
clude Save, Operation Dignity and
Ruby’s Place.

Flitter says the “gatherings” are
exciting and heartwarming, noting
that they always manage to gather
everything on their list. She says
each project starts with a drop-off
of the donated items —a community
affair — before the furniture is tak-
en to the new home and set up by
volunteers. She says it is as much
about giving as receiving.

The Claire’s House project,
run by Catholic Charities of the
East Bay, will be a little different,
not least in terms of size. With 12
bedrooms, two living rooms, coun-
seling rooms, a classroom, five
bathrooms, kitchen, dining room
and laundry room there is much to
gather.

Currently Grateful Gatherings
have some corporate sponsorship
as well as local groups such as the
Acalanes National Charity League

and some individual Lamorinda
families sponsoring rooms. At this
point Grateful Gatherings mostly
has its entire list filled; however,
they are still in need of donations
to raise funds for mattresses, which
they always buy new, and volun-
teers to help.

According to CCEB Director
of Communications Mary Kuhn,
one of the biggest problems facing
those trying to help sex trafficking
survivors is the lack of supportive
homes for healing. Claire’s House
provides the security, long-term
care and intensive counseling nec-
essary to help minors overcome
their trauma. Claire’s House has
space for 12 girls, aged 12-17, and
will be opening in late May. The
home, currently being renovated,
is located in Alameda County. For
reasons of privacy, the exact loca-
tion is not being given.

Those interested in donating
money for mattresses or in other
opportunities to help in the May 5
event should sign up on the Grate-
ful Gatherings website at https://
gratefulgatherings.org/upcoming-
gatherings/.

New sherifft

Members of the community
including Mayor Don Tatzin,
Lafayette School District Super-
intendent Rachel Zinn, Chamber
of Commerce Executive Director
Jay Lifson, Moraga Police Chief
Jon King, Contra Costa County
Fire Protection District Deputy
Chief Lewis Broschard, and re-
tired Moraga Town Manager
Bob Priebe interviewed Alldritt

.. continued from page A2

as part of the selection process.

Falk notes that Alldritt’s time
spent in Danville, a city similar
in demographics and topography
to Lafayette, combined with his
years of experience in traffic en-
forcement makes him ideal for
the Lafayette job.

Tatzin says he is looking for-
ward to working with him.
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3265 Reliez Court, Lafayette

1111
4 BED | 3BATH | $2,299,000

Rambling. Private. Single Story. Oasis.

Tucked back on a lovely cul-de-sac sits this
fabulous 3,356+/- sq ft single story rambling
rancher. Enjoying a wonderful open floor plan,
this remodeled home has it all including a chef’s
kitchen open to the great room and a large
bonus/game room. Situated on a level .49+/-
acre lot with outdoor kitchen, pool and dining/
entertaining areas.

3265ReliezCt.com

Buckingham Drive, Moraga

111
3BED | 2BATH | 1,532+/-SQFT

Moraga Charmer

Feel the genuine warmth of this darling updated
home situated on .23+/- ac with back access to
Moraga’s rolling hills. The short jaunt to top-rated
schools, shops, coffee & hiking trails reflects its
ideal central location. The exterior offers a gated
front courtyard, flat play & grass areas, hot tub &
lovely covered dining/seating area.
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Call for more info.
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LISA BRYDON & KRISTI IVES License # 01408025 | 01367466

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been
verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®, If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.




Public Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, April 11, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, April 25, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, April 16, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, April 9, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Moraga School District

Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org
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JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS...

3464 MONROE AVENUE, LAFAYETTE
S OPEN SAT. 4/7 & SUN. 4/8 FROM 1-4PM

925.200.2795

¥ location in Lafayette’s favorite Trails neighborhood. This
4 updated 3BR/2BA Craftsman bungalow was built in 1941.
Sunny remodeled kitchen overlooks backyard lawn and

4 play area. Features include original hardwood floors, dual

% pane windows, and two-car garage. Lafayette Elementary
is at the end of the street; Stanley Middle is around the
corner. Near BART, downtown, shops and restaurants.

DRE# 01029160

Offered at $1,150,000

jim@apr.com
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ALAINPINEL

jimcolhoun.com

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ... EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ... JIM COLHOUN

Moraga
Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

March 13 to March 25
Alarms 9
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 4

Traffic 47
Suspicious Circumstances 12
Suspicious Subject 5
Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen 57

Patrol Request/ Security Check 94
Noise Complaint 2
Supplemental Report 18
Welfare Check 3
Abandoned Vehicle

Sanders Dr./Fleuti Dr.
Accident Injury

Moraga Commons
Accident Property

1400 Block Moraga Way
Beat Info

Rancho Laguna Park
Child Abuse

10 Block Elk Ct.
Civil

2000 Block Donald Dr.
Civil Disturbance

100 Block Miramonte Dr.
Civil Problem

100 Block Draeger Dr.
DUI Misdemeanor

Moraga Rd./Corte Santa Clara

Safeway
Excessive Speed

St. Marys Rd./Moraga Rd.

Moraga Way/Eastwood Dr.

Moraga Way/Hardie Dr.
Federal Codes

200 Block Claudia Ct.
Fraud Credit Card

100 Block Calle La Montana
Grand Theft

Rio Vista Youth Center

Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Harassment

200 Block Paseo Bernal
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

200 Block Sheila Ct.
Identity Theft

900 Block Augusta Dr.
Juvenile Disturbance

Wells Fargo
Lost Property

30 Block Wandel Dr.

50 Block Buckingham Dr.

Police Department

40 Block Cumberland Ln.
Loud Music

10 Block Buckingham Dr.
Other Non Criminal

50 Block Buckingham Dr.
Petty Theft

Safeway

St. Marys College (2)

70 Block Sullivan Dr.
Public Assembly

Check Campolindo High School

Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Susan and Sam Sperry: Moraga Citizen(s) of the Year

By Sophie Braccini

Sam and Susan Sperry at the Ranch.

hile the Sperrys may not

live in Moraga, and live in
unincorporated county land that
borders Moraga, the small town is
in their DNA; they breath Moraga,
and almost every day of their lives
they have given something of their
time and skills to the East Bay sub-
urb. They will be honored for their
multiple contributions over several
decades during a dinner starting at
6:30 p.m. Saturday, April 28 at the
Saint Mary’s College Soda Center.
Susan Sperry’s father bought
the 80 acres of undeveloped land
where the family still lives the year
she was born, before there even was
a town of Moraga. In fact, Sperry
says that when they moved into

Photo Sophie Braccini

their ranch a few years later, her
mother would mostly be involved
with Lafayette that already existed
as an unincorporated village. It was
a time when the train would run
from Oakland through Canyon,
past the college and would stop
not too far from Lafayette’s Town
Hall where the community met.
Years later, Susan Sperry started
her teaching career in the recently
formed Moraga School District.
Next year, Sperry will have contin-
uously contributed to that district
for a record of 50 years.

Sperry taught, of course, and
that was her job, but she also started
the historical tour of Moraga for her
middle school students, and now

for third-graders. This annual pro-
gram is an emanation of the Mor-
aga Historical Society, a volunteer
group that Sperry has been a part of
for many years, including as presi-
dent more than once. MHS has kept
the records of the town since before
its incorporation in 1974, and when
children visit during their initiation
to local history they hear about the
Miwok Indians, the Joaquin Mora-
ga land grant, the time of the ranch-
ers, to today’s suburbia.

Sam Sperry also plays a role
during the historical evocation; he
is the train expert, explaining to
mesmerized children that Moraga
once was part of the great Sac-
ramento Northern Railway that
linked Oakland to Sacramento.

This contribution is just one
of many for the retired municipal
bond attorney. Sam Sperry has con-
tributed on many occasions to the
town’s task forces, committees and
commissions, providing his profes-
sional expertise for free. He was
notably also one of the 15 origi-
nal founding board members of
the Moraga Education Foundation
in 1985, as well as of the Moraga
Community Foundation in 2015.
He has been active, providing input
and guidance to many volunteer ef-
forts such as the Measure K for the
roads campaign in 2012.

Susan, who has been married to
Sam for 27 years — it is a second
marriage for the two of them — is
also active politically in town and
has been a long-standing mem-
ber of Preserve Lamorinda Open
Space, an advocacy group that was

originally formed in 2001 to pre-
serve hillsides, ridgelines and the
semirural feel of the community.
She currently serves on the Arts in
Public Places Committee.

Sam Sperry is an active mem-
ber of the Moraga Valley Kiwanis
and is a past president of that
group. As a Kiwanian, he was part
of numerous projects benefiting the
town such as the restoration of the
band shell in the Moraga Commons
Park. It is this group that has been
organizing the Moraga Citizen of
the Year selection for years, with
the Chamber of Commerce, Saint
Mary’s College and Lamorinda
Weekly.

Last but not least in the Sperry’s
long list of volunteer contributions
to the town is their joint facilitation
and note taking of the Moraga Li-
aison meeting, a monthly gathering
of officials and service groups in
town and beyond sharing current
news and future activities.

Sperry says that he thought
that he and/or Susan would never
be citizens of the year since they
live outside of the town’s border.
The service club recently adopted
a rule amendment opening the cov-
eted title to people with a Moraga
address, which is the case of those
living in unincorporated county
land off Bollinger Canyon Road
and Valley Hill Drive. Susan Sper-
ry says that her husband was over-
whelmed when he heard the news.

Tickets for the celebratory din-
ner will be available on the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce website:
www.moragachamber.org.

A fresh new face for Moraga parks and recreation department

By Sophie Braccini

-

Breyana Brandt, new parks and
recreation director has settled in at

the Hacienda de las Flores.
Photo Sophie Braccini
Breyana Brandt joined Moraga
staff in mid-March coming
from the city of San Leandro, just
like new city manager Cynthia Bat-
tenberg. In her former department,
as assistant recreation and human
services director, her budget was
$5 million, more than half of Mora-
ga’s budget, but she says that being
the director in Moraga brings her
back to the small town feel she was
used to while growing up in upstate

New York, and that she is looking
forward to working and partnering
with all the groups in Moraga.

The department Brandt was

working for in the city of San Le-
andro had a completely different
feel than Moraga. The new Moraga
director explains that all the events

and programs in San Leandro were
exclusively proposed and managed
by city staff.

... continued on page A1l

Public Nuisance

10 Block Kimberly Dr.

100 Block Corliss Dr.

El Paraiso Ct./Devin Dr.
Reckless Driving

David Dr./Russell Dr.

Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Traffic Control

Canyon Rd./Camino Pablo

Canyon Rd./Constance PI.
Vandalism

St. Marys College

School St./Sherwood Ct.

Skate Park (Moraga Commons)
Violation Restraining Order

10 Block Miramonte Dr.
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Pros and cons of the stormwater fee

Collected by Sophie Braccini
Strong debate continues regard-

ing the stormwater fee ordi-
nance proposed by the town of
Moraga. Lamorinda Weekly asked
SOSMoraga members Mike Met-
calf, John Haffner and Dale Wal-
wark, and SmartMoraga members
Brent Meyers and Scott Bowhay
to respond to the same questions
regarding the proposed ordinance.
Their answers are below.

Q: Is there an emergency to fund
storm drain repair?

(SOS):  In 2005, an enormous
sinkhole opened up when a large
culvert under Rheem Boulevard
failed. The federal government
authorized only an emergency re-
pair that the town initially funded.
Government reimbursement didn’t
arrive for four years.

In 2016, the Rheem Boule-
vard sinkhole opened up. This
sinkhole destroyed the roadway
above, and underground utilities
below. Rheem Boulevard was
disrupted for more than a year.
Storm drain failures have caused
other problems. A culvert on the
Hacienda grounds failed in 2006,
causing flooding and damage to
the Pavilion. Federal assistance
to replace that culvert arrived
four years after construction was
completed.

Three other Moraga drain pipes
have since failed — less serious but
disruptive and expensive. There is
a problem. It’s clear that Moraga’s
old and deteriorating storm water
system—gutters, catch basins, un-
derground pipes, culverts, ditches
and channels—needs to be fixed.
In 2015 the Town adopted a mas-
ter plan for repair and mainte-
nance. The capital project price
tag is estimated at $26 million. An-
nual maintenance costs add another
$240,000 per year.

(SM): No. The Master Storm Drain
Study concluded the “overall con-
dition of the storm drain system
in Moraga is very good” and “the
majority of pipes and structures
inspected ... were in excellent or
good condition.” No professional
engineers have concluded the storm
drain system is at risk of imminent
failure or disaster.

The town says there is an emer-
gency because its consultant urged
it “quickly to take advantage of the
current high profile” of the sinkhole
and a special ballot with timing and
messaging controlled to avoid be-
ing “vulnerable to other measures
and candidates sharing [regular
elections].”

Q: Is there a need for additional
money to fund the storm drain
master plan? Aren’t there other
sources of funding for the town,
such as reimbursements from
FEMA, developer fees, etc?

(SM): If real urgency existed, the
town could avoid the time and cost
of a special ballot and use money
that is readily available through ex-
isting storm drain taxes, developer
impact fees, federal reimburse-
ments and Palos Colorados funds it
already has.

(SOS): Moraga is already the low-
est-cost city in the county. It oper-
ates on a bare-bones budget. A new
source of revenue must be found.

Palos Colorados developer funds
cannot pay for the storm water
program because these one-time
funds are insufficient for the capi-
tal projects or annual maintenance.
Further, these funds would dribble
in only as houses are constructed.
There are no guarantees when or
if these funds will be paid. Palos

Calorados has been in the making
for nearly 30 years. Yet start of
construction remains uncertain.

Q: How much has the town
saved so far to fund the stormwa-
ter master plan?

(SOS): Nothing of any magnitude.

(SM):  Our understanding is that
the town has not saved anything,
but spends 85 percent of exist-
ing stormdrain tax collections of
$250,000/year on activities other
than stormdrains.

Q: Wil the fee be enough to
cover all the needs to repair the
stormwater system?

(SM): Our analysis indicates the
town will collect far more than it
needs. In addition to other avail-
able sources of funding, the pro-
posed fees are almost two times
what is needed for their stated
purpose: 30-40 percent contingen-
cies (the town’s consultant called
them “hefty” and will “come down
as you get your budget correct”);
the redirected, existing $250k/year
clean water tax; and duplicate taxes
on property owners despite grants
already secured for work.

There are so many unknowns
to resolve, it’s impossible to make
an absolute determination. If the
amount sought is too much, resi-
dents are overtaxed; if too little, an
unpleasant surprise seeking more
money later awaits. The best ap-
proach is to send the town back to
the drawing board until it develops
a complete plan for residents to
consider.

(SOS): The proposed storm water
user fee, $120 per year for most
single-family homes, will fund the
highest priority storm water capi-
tal projects and provide for annual
maintenance. Fee monies will be
used only for storm water needs.
Some suggest the storm water plan
should be more inclusive, address
lower priorities as well as the more
pressing ones. Surveys suggest

that while a majority of property
owners might be willing to take on
a $10 per month fee, they would be
reluctant to approve anything much
higher.

Q: Does the town have a plan on
how to use the money if the fee
passes?

(SOS): Highest priority projects
which pose the most imminent
threats are first in line, and debt fi-
nancing would be required so they
can be completed quickly. New
state financing programs can help
control debt costs. Every year proj-
ects would be undertaken to the
extent of available funds: The plan
will be to do as much work possi-
ble on a pay-as-you-go basis; then
use debt financing only for urgent
work. Overall system life can be
extended with good maintenance
and new technologies for repairing
deteriorated pipes.

(SM): No. The town hasn’t deter-
mined whether to use the money
on a “pay as you go” basis, float
a bond, nor calculated the amount
available after interest and debt
payments.

The town is saying “give us
money now and we’ll figure out the
rest later”.

Q: Will the town get any funds
in 2018 to start repairs? If not,
is there a plan to use other mon-
ey to start addressing the most
pressing needs?

(SM): The town has not present-
ed a plan/timeline for repairs, nor
committed to using existing funds.

(SOS): Probably not, for a fee pro-
gram enacted in June 2018. Receipt
of storm water fees would likely
begin in 2019, simply because the
bureaucratic process moves slowly.
In the meantime, the town would
respond to interim emergencies as
best they can under the circum-
stances at that time.

Q: How much will the schools be
assessed? Is the fee fair to all us-
ers?

(SOS): The property-based fee is
fair. Fees would be assessed based
on the amount of storm water each
property contributes. It is a fee for
drainage service, similar to garbage
and sewer services. Homes, com-
mercial properties, schools, col-
leges, and even the Town, will pay
the fees. Why schools? Because
Prop 218 requires that all properties
that benefit from a service pay for
it. That’s fair.

(SM): Public schools will be as-
sessed $37,000 per year, and
Saint Mary’s College $40,000 per
year. The cost to churches and
preschools hasn’t been revealed.
A parcel tax/fee on June/Novem-
ber ballots would have exempted
public schools, churches and non-
profits.

As designed, the fee isn’t fair:
it has no sunset (forever) and relies
on expediency at the expense of eq-
uity. It groups properties based on
size rather than topography/geogra-
phy, actual runoff, or proportional
use of stormdrains.

The appeal process is for the
town’s benefit rather than fairness:
appeals are limited to the town en-
gineer/manager; no objective party
adjudicates appeals and the criteria
are undefined.

Q: What will happen if the fee
does not pass? Is there any risk
to the town?

(SM): The town will need to do
what it already should have been
doing: (1) budgeting properly for
maintenance and repairs, (2) spend-
ing existing tax dollars and other
sources of revenue for their in-
tended purposes, and (3) prioritiz-
ing resident and town “needs” over
“wants.” This would be a good
thing.

(SOS): There will be future failures
elsewhere in town. How serious
can only be speculated.

Clarification on SB 231

The state of California passed
last year Senate Bill 231, a
regulation that defines storm
water systems as part of sewer
systems. Up until now, sewer
fees could be assessed by mu-
nicipalities without having to
go through a public vote, but
storm water systems had not
been considered a part of the
sewer system.

According to the SB 231,

“sewer” includes systems,
all real estate, fixtures, and
personal  property owned,

controlled, operated, or man-
aged in connection with or to
facilitate sewage collection,
treatment, or disposition for
sanitary or drainage purposes,
or structures necessary for the
disposal of storm waters, but in
a state appellate court decision
of Howard Jarvis Taxpayers
Association vs. City of Salinas
(2002), the court ruled that the
term “sewer” does not include
storm drains.

Several residents asked
at the council meeting on
March 28 why the town spent
$170,000 on an election that
does not seem to be needed af-
ter all. Town Manager Cynthia
Battenberg explained the next
day that the Town Council was
advised not to move forward
with the SB 231 process due
to substantial uncertainty as to
whether or not the revised defi-
nition of sewer to include storm
water drainage would hold up
in a court of law, and in view of
the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers
Association’s promises to sue
any city that uses SB 231. “The
Town Council followed that
advice as it has no interest in
becoming a test case regarding
the validity and enforceability
of SB 231,” she wrote.

Join Master of Ceremonies Doug McConnell for a celebration

of East Bay open space! Enjoy music, gourmet dinner, wine and

live auction. Learn more about what’s on the horizon.

Purchase tickets at jmlt.org or 925.228.5040
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Orinda

Public Meetings

City Council

Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Citizens’ Infrastructure

Oversight Commission
Wednesday, April 11, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District
Monday, April 9, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting

8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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JUST SOLD WITH 7 OFFERS! LISTED $899,000 - SOLD $1,100,000
1592 SPRINGBROOK ROAD | WALNUT CREEK

FALL IN LOVE INSTANTLY WITH THIS 3BR/2BA, 1768+/- SQ FT. HOME ON .37+/-ACRE LOT WITH
LOVELY COTTAGE GARDEN AND SECLUDED BACKYARD WITH AN ARRAY OF DROUGHT
RESISTANT PLANTS AND FLOWERS. FABULOUS COMMUTE LOCATION CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN
WALNUT CREEK, RESTAURANTS, SHOPS AND NEAR THE LAFAYETTE BORDER.

BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED WITH CHARMING MID-CENTURY TOUCHES. SPACIOUS MASTER
SUITE WITH ADJOINING SITTING AREA/OFFICE (POSSIBLE 4TH BEDROOM), REFINISHED
HARDWOODS, CROWN MOLDING, BRICK FIREPLACE, UPDATED KITCHEN AND NEWLY
PAINTED INTERIOR. WALNUT CREEK SCHOOLS.

IT’S A SELLER’S MARKET - CONTACT ME TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF YOUR HOME!

Karen Paulsen
Broker Associate

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

Orinda Mutual Appreciation Society: Salomon gets raise

By Sora O’Doherty
Steve Salomon took over as In-
terim City Manager when for-
mer City Manager Janet Keeter re-
tired, which happened to be about
a month after the Miner Road sink-
hole occurred. The city council was
so pleased with his performance that
last October it offered him the job
on a permanent basis, which he ac-
cepted with the proviso that he be
allowed to work only 90 percent
of full time as he commutes from

Brentwood. His employment con-
tract provides for the possibility of
a raise of up to 3 percent after six
months on the job. On March 20 the
city council confirmed that Salomon
would receive the full 3 percent
raise. His performance review was
conducted in closed session, and the
result was reported to be “superb.”
Vice Mayor Inga Miller de-
clared that Salomon was a pleasure
to work with, and said that she was

pleased “we can increase to the
maximum allowed.” The motion
on the salary increase was moved
by Miller, seconded by Coun-
cil Member Dean Orr, as he said,
“happily,” and carried unanimous-
ly. Salomon was lauded for his
incredible service and tremendous
leadership.

In turn, Salomon praised the
city council members. “You are all
very devoted to this community,”

he said, “and you all have fam-
ily obligations and job obligations
that most people would find over-
whelming ... but you manage to
put in tremendous amounts of qual-
ity time.” Salomon’s raise will cost
the city an additional $7,915.19,
and includes the salary increase
plus increased contributions to his
401(a) plan and payroll taxes. Sa-
lomon’s base salary will now be
$231,379.20 per year.

BOLICE

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report

March 11 to March 24

Alarms 45
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 6
Traffic 142
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subjects 8
Suspicious Vehicles 18
Patrol Request/ Security Check 87

Service to Citizen 54
Supplemental Report 12
Vacation House Check 8
Welfare Check 4
Abandoned vehicle

El Toyonal/Camino Del Ciello
Accident injury

200 Block Moraga Way
Accident property

Camino Pablo North Eb Sr 24

Orinda Country Club

50 Block Davis Rd.

Moraga Way/Brookside Rd.
Auto burglary

Wilder Sports Fields

100 Block Via Floreado
Barking dog

El Toyonal/Loma Vista Dr.
Beat info

Eb Sr 24 At St. Stephens Dr.
Burglary

10 Block El Verano
Civil

10 Block Gardiner Ct.

10 Block Owl Hill Ct.

20 Block Ardilla Rd.

20 Block Tappan Ln.

100 Block Canon Dr.

50 Block Monte Vista Rd.

70 Block La Cuesta Rd.

Police Department
Death non criminal

10 Block Altarinda Rd.
Disturbing the peace

Bart Orinda Station

20 Block Greenwood Ct.
Drunk in public

10 Block Quarry HII Rd.
Dui misdemeanor

Library
Hailed by citizen

Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Hit and run misdemeanor

Camino Pablo/Moraga Way
Identity theft

20 Block Keith Dr.

300 Block Rancho De Maria

100 Block Orchard Rd.

10 Block Rabble Rd.
Juvenile disturbance

Camino Pablo/Bart Track

Lavenida Dr./Estabueno Dr.
Litter

Loud party

Orinda Country Club

100 Block Manzanita Dr.

600 Block Moraga Way (2)
Medical hospital

10 Block Lost Valley Dr.

10 Block Altarinda Rd.

30 Block Ivy Dr.

Moraga Way/Hall Dr.
Motorist assist

Camino Pablo/North Santa Maria
Ordinance violation

100 Block La Espiral

50 Block Meadow View Rd.

Wilder development agreement postponed indefinitely
to allow sidewalk negotiations

By Sora O’Doherty

Ithough some would have pre-

ferred a certain date to keep
the pressure on to find a solution,
the Orinda City Council decided to
defer indefinitely further action on
the approval of the eighth amend-
ment to the development agree-
ment for Wilder. The main contro-
versy concerns the elimination of
planned sidewalks for a large part
of the development.

Approval of the eighth amend-
ment to the development agree-
ment had been on the council’s
consent calendar, but was pulled,
as it was clear that there was fur-
ther public concern. City Manager
Steve Salomon noted at the outset
that the city council had received
significant testimony and written
comments indicating that a large
number of Wilder residents want
sidewalks. He proposed that the
matter be continued “so that we can
work with the developer to make
that happen.”

Project Director Bruce Yama-
moto said that everyone is very
passionate about Wilder. There
are continuing discussions about
4-foot paths in all sections, and

San Pablo Dam Rd./Bear Creek Rd.

400 Block El Toyonal
Panhandling

Brookwood Rd./Camino Pablo
Petty theft

Rite Aid

Shell Gas

10 Block Camino Sobrante
Petty theft from vehicle

500 Block Bear Creek Rd.

100 Block Ardith Dr.
Public assembly check

Orinda Library
Public nuisance

10 Block Bel Air Dr.

10 Block Moraga Via

Wilder Sports Fields

40 Block Muth Dr.
Reckless driving

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.

St. Stephens Dr./Wb Sr 24

Moraga Way/Stein Way
Residential burglary

20 Block Overhill Rd.
Robbery

Beverages And More
School assembly check

Miramonte High School (4)

Sleepy Hollow School
Shoplift

Beverages And More
Trespass

300 Block Camino Sobrante

Safeway
Unwanted guest

Theatre Square

Safeway
Vandalism

40 Block Via Farallon (4)
Vehicle theft

100 Block Ardith Dr.

40 Block La Noria
Verbal dispute

10 Block Richard Ct.

there are ways to achieve this, he
said. He also wanted to clarify that
the special assessment that Wilder
residents pay is for public improve-
ments, such as the Art and Garden
Center and playing fields, and can-
not be used for the Quarry House,
for example, or sidewalks on pri-
vate streets.

Originally, the development
agreement provided for pathways
of decomposed granite, but the de-
veloper thought that cement side-
walks would be easier for long-term
maintenance. A number of 3-foot
sidewalks were poured, but were
later found to be out of compliance
with state law. Since the residents
on those streets had an expectation
of sidewalks, the developer planned
to replace them with 4-foot compli-
ant sidewalks, but to recover some
of the costs by eliminating side-
walks in other parts of Wilder.

Mark Bresnik told the council
that there is an ever-growing group
of Wilder residents who favor side-
walks, and submitted a letter signed
by 55 voting-age residents who
occupy 31 homes in Wilder. He
welcomed the effort to continue ne-
gotiations and hoped that residents
would be included.

Rick Kay spoke of the elimina-
tion of sidewalks as a safety issue,
and presented the council with pho-

This 3-foot sidewalk ends on Boeger Ranch Road in Wilder.

tos taken from the driver’s seat of
his car as he drove around Wilder,
demonstrating how a child might
not be seen by a driver in Wilder’s
undulating terrain. Julie Liu said
that all purchasers of Davidon
homes were told that there would
be sidewalks, and that they there-
fore have expectations that it will
be safe to walk in the development.

A local developer and Wilder
resident, Ben Zarrin, told the coun-
cil that his wife has been frightened
by a near miss accident in Wilder.
“It’s not complicated,” he said, “it’s

Photo Sora O'Doherty

about safety.” He urged the parties
to allow residents to be involved in
the negotiations.

There was some disquiet ex-
pressed about the role of the Wilder
Homeowners Association. Rox-
anne Christophe noted that the
HOA members who comprised
the pathway accessibility commit-
tee were two residents who already
have sidewalks in front of their
homes. She believes that they did
not represent the other homeown-
ers, and that the HOA has dissemi-
nated misinformation on the issue.
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your Swimming Pool
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www. LamorindaSolar.com
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Save up to $100 per month

A New Variahle Speed Filter Pump Gan Save
You 90% on Your Monthly Energy Bill!

Programahle for desired speed for filter, SPA, waterfall & solar.

The Best Service Under
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Mark Frey, Owner

Local family owned business
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PELLELHI)

We offer both a relaxed atmosphere and
a sports bar, something for families,

couples, students and seniors. On the
menu you'll see many of Roman Italian
specialities, from the classic bruschetta
made with melted fontina cheese and

sautéed mushrooms to mista and

arugula salads, an array of wood-fired
pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of
primis and seconds. The restaurant has

- 1 . .
Find Us On f r;% full bar and a generouse wine list.
www.tavernapellegrinicom - www.pizzapellegrini.com

925-377-0977
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Lafayette $1,995,000
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Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Global Luxury Specialist
LUXURY T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

'‘Coming Soon - Call for Price
4BR|3.5BA|3260sqft Magical Setting 4BR|3BA|3265sqft Close-in Location

Thinking of selling? For exceptional results, call Frank!

CalBRE#01335916

BANKER O
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent
contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Volunteers

needed
for Orinda
Action Day

By Sora O’Doherty

Orindans are being asked to
volunteer for Orinda Action
Day, which will be held from 9:30
a.m. to noon Saturday, April 21.
Starting at the Library Plaza, vol-
unteers will undertake a number
of tasks to beautify the city, from
cleanup of Orinda Community
Park (good for children) to work
on downtown San Pablo Creek, a
job that requires long pants and
poison oak spray. Volunteers can
sign up for specific assignments
on Signup Genius. The event is
sponsored by Orinda Community
Foundation in partnership with
the city of Orinda.

Light refreshments will be
available at check-in at 9:30 a.m.,
and at noon volunteers will enjoy
a light lunch and music at the Li-
brary Plaza. Volunteers will also
receive free T-shirts.

WWwWWw.signupgenius.com/
20/30e0d4baba629a02-orinda4

Orinda Starlight Village
Players announces its

35th season

he Orinda Starlight Village

Players has announced the
three plays to be performed
during its 35th season of per-
formances in Orinda Commu-
nity Park, which runs June 1
through Sept. 29.

The season begins with Ag-
atha Christie’s “Spider’s Web,”
directed by Suzan Lorraine with
performances beginning June
1. The second production will
be Dave Freeman’s “Kindly
Keep It Covered,” directed by
Malcolm Cowler, with perfor-

mances beginning July 20, and
the final production of the sea-
son will be P.G. Wodehouse’s
“Good Morning, Bill,” directed
by Eddie Peabody, with perfor-
mances beginning Aug. 31.

The local theater group is
completely volunteer run and no
one at the theatre is paid. Any-
one who is interested in any as-
pect of theater who would like
to help is encouraged to contact
the group at www.orsvp.org or
(925) 528-9225.

—S. O’Doherty

Orinda Academy announces
new head of school

uthor and educator Susan
Eva Porter will become head

of school at Orinda Academy for
the term starting on July 1. Porter
will replace outgoing head Ron-
ald Graydon, who is retiring after
36 years. Founded in 1982, Orinda
Academy is an independent, pri-
vate high school serving grades

Susan Eva Porter Photo provided 8-12. —S. O’Doherty

Council meeting draws strong
views against marijuana

By Sora O’Doherty

Ithough there is some support

for marijuana locally, Supervisor
Candace Andersen received mostly
negative feedback when she attended
the March 20 Orinda City Council
meeting. Her presentation was part of
an outreach effort to gather views on
marijuana regulation in the unincor-
porated areas of Contra Costa County.
The majority of those who urged the
county to reject all types of marijuana-
related activity were Chinese.

One of the speakers contacted after
the meeting, Jinsong Zhang, said that
the Chinese community has a social
media chat group and uses it to com-
municate. That was how he heard of
the Orinda City Council meeting. He
said, “The general position of [the Chi-
nese| community is that we are against
anything to do with marijuana and
substance abuse. We don’t think our
children should have anything to do
with marijuana and we don’t think we
should profit from marijuana.

“We have been going to different
meetings to promote our position,” he
added. “We want to comply with fed-
eral law. When Walnut Creek approved
marijuana shops,” Zhang said, it was
“pretty shocking to the community.

We want to make sure that all the other
communities don’t jump onto the same
bandwagon.”

The county is currently considering
adopting regulations that would allow
the cultivation of commercial cannabis
and activities currently prohibited in cer-
tain unincorporated areas, such as retail
sales/delivery, manufacturing/process-
ing, distribution centers and a cannabis
testing facility where cannabis products
could be tested for potency, quality, and
health and safety requirements.

According to the provisions of
Proposition 64 local jurisdictions
should have permanent cannabis regu-
lations in place prior to establishment
of the state licensing program, which is
expected to be in place by November.
Prop 64 allows local city and county
governments to permit or prohibit all
aspects of the commercial cannabis in-
dustry as well as apply local regulations
over and above what state law requires.
Senate Bill 92, a budget trailer bill,
codifies a number of regulatory require-
ments related to cannabis and seeks to
create a uniform regulatory framework
between the medical and recreational
markets of the commercial cannabis in-
dustry. ...continued on page A10

Moraga | $1,475,000
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Fire Districts

Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire

District Board of Directors
Wednesday, April 4, 7 p.m.

Go to the website for meeting
location, times and agendas. Visit
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, April 10, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,

651 Pine St., Martinez

For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

925-377-0977
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VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
community.

Send a letter
to the editor:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

MOFD board awards Fire Station 43 contract. Again.

By Nick Marnell
With little fanfare, the Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District
board awarded the Fire Station
43 construction contract March
21 to the San Leandro-based Sau-
sal Corporation, the low bidder at
$3.8 million among four proposals
submitted to complete the project.
Little fanfare is exactly what
the district ordered, after two di-
sastrous experiences with contrac-
tors in 2017. Pacific Mountain
Contractors stopped working on
the station in the summer, cit-
ing an overwhelming number of

change orders necessary to com-
plete the project. The successor,
Federal Solutions Group, failed to
meet financial performance obli-
gations.

MOFD legal counsel recom-
mended that all preapproved bid-
ders furnish completed financial
documents ahead of the contract
award, including a performance
bond, a labor-material payment
bond and an insurance policy.
“We did not want to bring any-
thing to the board until all of the
boxes were checked,” said Fire

Chief Dave Winnacker, who con-
firmed that Sausal had never been
removed from a project for a con-
tract violation.

As to the change orders, the
chief, SKA Architects and new
project manager Scott Ritter of
Consolidated CM cleaned up the
entire set of plans for the station,
getting rid of change orders that
made no sense, like the addition
of a catwalk. Winnacker also said
that he and Ritter will hold weekly
construction meetings to ride herd
over the project details.

The company has 365 days to
complete the job and will be fined
$1,000 per day for delays. The
clock began April 2.

Sausal has completed other
projects in Lamorinda, including
a seismic retrofit and complete
interior remodel of the Moraga
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, and replacement of
the turf at the Campolindo High
School athletic field. The com-
pany also renovated Fire Station
7 of the Fremont Fire Depart-
ment.

MOFD firefighters share their passion for serving their hometowns

By Nick Marnell

here is a good chance that one

of the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District firefighters who responds
to your emergency call either lives
in the district, grew up in the dis-
trict or graduated from one of the
three Lamorinda high schools. And
to hear the firefighters talk, they
could not be more proud of that
pedigree.

“It’s great. I enjoy the service
part of the job,” said firefighter
Mark DeWeese, Lafayette resi-
dent and Campolindo High School
graduate who coaches junior var-
sity football at the school. “We’re
serving people that we know per-
sonally, and I like to think it’s nice
for them that someone they know

* HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM
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* | AMINATE
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3344 Mt Diablo Blvd
in Lafayette
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is helping them in their time of
need.”

The desire to give back to the
community was expressed by
many of the firefighters. Julie Mur-
phy, born and raised in Moraga, a
Campo graduate and Saint Mary’s
College graduate as well, recalled
how impressed she was when she
attended Camino Pablo kindergar-
ten and saw the fire engine and the
ambulance pull up to the school,
and then watched a presentation
by the firefighters. “Now, it feels
so good to be doing the same thing
those firefighters were doing back
then. It’s so cool to give back,” she
said.

Engineer David Mazaika re-
cently delivered his own fire pre-
sentation at Mulberry Tree pre-
school in Moraga. “I felt so proud
to speak at my own school,” said
the 1995 Campo graduate. “It’s
an honor to serve the community.
I love running into friends and
schoolteachers and classmates.”

Running into those old friends
and classmates can be a mixed
blessing at times, especially when
the firefighters respond to a call
that features one of their friends
having done something stupid.
“They’ll hope it’s not me on the
call because they know I’ll give

them a hard time,” said DeWeese,
one of 13 MOFD firefighters who
graduated from Lamorinda high
schools.

The close connection to friends
and family can also present special
obstacles. Engineer Tim Williams
grew up in Burton Valley and grad-
uated from Campo in 2001. And
though he, too, enjoys running
into and serving family, friends
and classmates, one aspect of that
closeness sometimes stresses him.
“I thought it would be easy, but re-
ally it’s more difficult,” Williams
said. “I feel the pressure of expec-
tations, and I don’t want to let any-
body down.”

Often the local connection for
the fire personnel is through fam-
ily. Murphy’s older sister worked
for MOFD, and Mazaika’s father
worked for the Moraga Fire Dis-
trict. Capt. Brian Oliver, a Campo
graduate, had his first contact with
the fire service through a family
emergency.

“My grandmother had a stroke,
and the Moraga Fire District an-
swered the emergency medical
call,” Oliver said. As his mother,
a registered nurse, was settling the
bills, she reached out to the fire
district but was surprised that she
was not billed for the service. I

From left, Chris Davies, Brian Oliver and Mark DeWeese: Campolindo-bred,

with finishing touches applied by MOFD.

thought that was such a great bur-
den lifted off of her,” Oliver said.
It made such an impression that he
joined the fire service shortly after
college.

Engineer and 2002 Campo
graduate Chris Davies comes from
a family of ranchers who settled in
Moraga from Denmark in 1881. “I
am the first firefighter in the fam-
ily,” said Davies, who jokingly
looks back at a school counselor
who told him he would never make
anything of himself if he did not
go to a four-year college. Davies is
one of four MOFD firefighters who
live in the district.

The underlying sentiment of

Photo provided

many who interviewed was ex-
pressed by firefighter Steve Rog-
ness, born and raised in Lafayette,
and a 1989 Acalanes High School
graduate. “I got a lot from others as
I was growing up, and now it feels
great to give back,” Rogness said.

Their local agency through
which to give back engenders pride
in many of the firefighters. “When
I came to learn about the reputation
of the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict, it was an easy decision to join
here,” said Oliver, who had worked
for American Medical Response
before he came aboard. “MOFD is
the premier destination.”

A complex financing arrangement for MOFD Fire Station 43

By Nick Marnell

o pay for the construction of

Fire Station 43, the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District considered
various funding mechanisms, in-
cluding direct placement and a
public offering. San Francisco-
based investment bank Brandis
Tallman provided direction to the
district for the fire station financ-
ing, and recommended a direct
placement.

In order to facilitate the financ-
ing, the district created the Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District Public
Facilities Financing Corporation,
with whom the district entered into

Rodent Proofing
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industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
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Callh 925 :33 3ﬁ988 .1 Honest
www.honestrodentproofing.com - Rogdenf Proofing

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento
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a lease-purchase agreement for
fire stations 42 and 44. The PFFC
agreed to advance the district the
total rental payment of $4 million,
which would pay for the station
construction and which the district
would pay back over 15 years. The
finance company then assigned its
lease payments to a lender, J. P.
Morgan Chase, in exchange for the
total rental payment.

The two fire stations, which
MOFD owns outright, have a mar-
ket value well in excess of $4 mil-
lion. But the loan between Chase
and PFFC was made based upon
the insurable value of the property,
not the appraised market value.
Fire Station 42 carries an insurable

value of $2.4 million with Fire
Station 44 at $2.1 million.

“I was astounded at J.P. Mor-
gan’s rates,” said Steve Anderson,
MOFD president at the time of the
loan agreement. And though the
collateral pledged to secure the
loan seemed high, the effective in-
terest rate of 2.14 percent, fixed for
15 years, proved too hard to pass
up.

The district could not simply
take out a $4 million mortgage on
one of its owned fire stations to
pay for Station 43 because the dis-
trict is not allowed to mortgage its
real property, according to Nicole
Tallman of Brandis Tallman. She
said the financing method used by

MOFD was a standard and cus-
tomary way for public agencies to
encumber real property.

In its recent long-range finan-
cial plan, MOFD looks to rebuild
Fire Station 41 and upgrade the
administration offices in 2019. But
the Chase loan may not be pre-
paid until 2020, during which time
three district fire stations will be
pledged.

According to terms of the loan
agreement, the district may sub-
stitute alternate real property as
collateral with the consent of the
lender — in this case, the alternate
real property could be Station 43,
which the district expects to com-
plete by early 2019.

\ An early snapshot
of the new truck
purchased by the
Moraga-Orinda Fire
District. The truck
should be put into
service later this
spring. The truck
was assembled in
Wisconsin, and
yes, that really is
Lambeau Field.

Photo courtesy
MOFD
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WHEN EXPERIENCE COUNTS AND RESULTS MATTER

SHERRIE B. PERLSTEIN

From April 2012 - December 2017 median home prices in Contra Costa County were up 80.4%. In the Bay Area it marked 70 consecutive
months that home prices have gained value year over year. Can't predict the future, but I'd say that’s been a pretty good run.

The Spring Real Estate Market is in Full Bloom! For a confidential FREEMarket Analysis——————
and Opinion of Value of your home, Call Sherrie at 925 766 3030.

WHEN EXPERIENCE COUNTS AND RESULTS MATTER

SHERRIE B. PERLSTEIN

www.OrindaHome.com

51 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563 |

925 766 3030

Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

Letters to the Editor

SB 231 Question

At the recent Town Council
meeting, an opponent of Moraga’s
storm drain fee stated that the
election currently being conduct-
ed by the Town is unnecessary.
He stated that such fees are ex-
empted from the election require-
ment by 2017 legislation com-
monly referred to as “SB231.” As
an experienced municipal finance
attorney, [ wish to set the record
straight as to why the Council’s
decision to conduct the election
was absolutely correct.

The election requirement is im-
posed by Section 6(c) of Article
XIIID, added to the State Con-
stitution in 1996 by Prop. 218. It
applies to any property-related fee
EXCEPT those for sewer, water
and refuse collection. In the case
of storm drain fees, the question
is: does the term “sewer” include
storm drains. Unfortunately, the
drafters of Prop. 218 did not pro-
vide a definition of the term “sew-
er.”

California law presently has
two conflicting answers to that
question: (1) the decision of a
State Appellate Court in Howard
Jarvis Taxpayers Association Vvs.
City of Salinas (2002), in which
the Court ruled that the term
“sewer” does NOT include storm
drains, and (2) Section 53750(k)
of the California Government
Code, which was added in 2017
by the State Legislature as part of
SB231. It defines “sewer” to IN-
CLUDE storm drains. In essence,
the Legislature has sought to over-
rule the Court on this matter of in-
terpreting the State Constitution.

In deciding whether to conduct
the election, the Town had to de-
cide which of these two conflict-
ing sources to rely on. Wisely,
it chose the Court decision. The
Court’s interpretation of “sewer,”
as used in the State Constitution,
has legal precedence over the con-
flicting Legislative enactment in
SB231. Only a further court de-
cision upholding the definition in
SB231 would enable the Council
to responsibly impose storm drain
fees without an election.

If the Council were to impose
the storm drain fees now without
an election, it would be inviting an
almost-certain lawsuit. Win-lose-
or-draw on the lawsuit, the legal
cost of defending it would exceed
the election cost many times over.
The Moraga Town Council made
the right decision.

Sam Sperry
Moraga

Storm Drain Fee

Most of Moraga’s storm drains
are 50+ years old ... many at
risk of imminent failure. Cost to
repair the Rheem pipe before fail-
ure would have been $1.7 million
compared to the $3 million repair
cost after failure. Neither the cost
of the Rheem Sinkhole to busi-
nesses nor the disruption to daily
life caused can be calculated. Yes,

the aging Storm Drainage system
should have been better main-
tained in the past, but we cannot
re-write history and we cannot
risk more catastrophic Storm
Drain failures.

The fee will be $120/year for
the average homeowner, less than
the cost of one movie a month.
The fee (which is not a tax) will
be used for long-overdue main-
tenance/replacement of the storm
drain utility; funds from the fees
can be used ONLY for expendi-
tures on the storm drain program.
Schools and churches cannot le-
gally be exempted and will pay
fees under this program, since
they shed water into the Town
storm drainage system (Although
some have suggested that storm
runoff from Joaquin Moraga di-
rectly enters the adjacent stream,
the vast majority of their storm
water does, in fact, first enter
the storm drains). The Moraga
School District fee is calculated to
be $21,400/year, which equates to
0.1% of their annual $23 Million
budget (not $37,000 as reported
elsewhere). The fee will also pro-
vide for installation of debris col-
lection from storm water before it
enters our drinking water source
(San Leandro Reservoir).

Some have suggested voting
against the Fee to “send a message
to Town Council”; it would be a
mistake to protest the fee program
to voice dissatisfaction with past
or present Town Council. We can-
not afford to kick this can further
down the road; if you would like
to change our local representa-
tives, you can do so in November
2018 and November 2020.

The Storm Drain Fee is a small
price to pay to avoid future sink-
holes/disruptions/road and bridge
failures, maintain our quality of
life, and ensure safe drinking wa-
ter. Please vote “Yes” for this very
important measure.

Respectfully,
Bobbie Preston
Moraga

Moraga deserves your support!
Vote yes for our storm drains.

Let’s talk documented facts rather
than disingenuous numbers and
spurious claims.

Some would have you believe
that, over the years, Moraga has
been profligate and/or wasteful
with your tax dollars. As a conse-
quence of past poor judgment we
now need this new revenue stream
to fix what we should have been
fixing all along.

Fact: Moraga has never had
enough revenue to be wasteful let
alone enough to address the things
we admittedly knew would ulti-
mately need addressing.

Fact: Moraga’s per capita cost
to operate our town is $481 — the
lowest in the county by a signifi-
cant margin!

Fact: When you pay your annu-
al real estate tax to Martinez, the
county sends back only 5.32% to

Moraga — the lowest return in the
county. Thus, a $10,000 tax bill
generates only $532 for Moraga.

Our immediate neighbors are
very similar to us demographi-
cally and geographically. They
have similar overall financial
needs, and yet Lafayette gets back
6.66% and Orinda gets a generous
7.39%.

What does that mean? For
FY2016-2017, based on the as-
sessed value of our Moraga
real estate, the county returned
$3,888,623 to Moraga. At Lafay-
ette’s rate our return would be
$4,868,087 (+$979,464). If we
were lucky enough to enjoy Orin-
da’s rate we would have received
$5,405,186 (+$1,516,563).

It is obvious that even if our
return was only equivalent to La-
fayette’s, those additional dollars
would more than cover our storm
drain needs plus several hundreds
of thousand dollars more for other
infrastructure needs each year.

Sadly, the unpleasant reality is
that we are stuck with that 5.32%
rate of return and must look to
ourselves for the revenue needed

to maintain our infrastructure.

The user fees are modest and
affordable. Additionally, they
have been fairly allocated for all
of us — including our schools. (It
amounts to only $12 per student
per year.)

Please vote yes for our storm
drains. It seems to this property
owner that it is the reasonable and
financially responsible thing to
do.

Carrol Foxall
Moraga

More on Storm Drains

I support the Storm Drain Par-
cel Fee proposal. After listening
to both sides on this issue I am
convinced the parcel fee is the

right solution. Everyone agrees
we need to maintain the Storm
Drain system in Moraga. One of
my original concerns was that the
fees be equitably spread among all
the property owners in the Town
of Moraga. After meeting with the
town engineer and staff [ was told
that 100% of the fees could only be
used for storm drain maintenance
and or if needed replacement. This
proposal is endorsed by the Mor-
aga Chamber of Commerce and
the owner of the Rheem Center.
I want to compliment our Mayor
and the Town Council along with
Town Staff with developing this
solution. I urge everyone to vote
YES on the Storm Drain Ballot.

Barry Behr
Moraga

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily
those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer’s name and
city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a
business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number
for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500
words will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for
submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda

Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of
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Moraga businesswoman’s venture focuses
on mixing things up
By Sophie Braccini

Amy Schofield ejoys Moraga with her family.

Little suburbs populated by
educated people have the

striking ability to foster female
entrepreneurs who draw from their
previous professional experience,
finding outlets for their creative
energy at different stages of their
lives by starting new business-
es. Some wait for their children
to be out of school, others like
Amy Schofield invent something
that they can manage while rais-
ing young children. Schofield’s
business, Mixify Beauty, offers
a range of online kits to create
beauty products: nail polish, lip-
gloss and perfume. The mother of
two daughters, ages 2 and 6, also
created a blog in her spare time
to help people discover her new
hometown: Moraga.

Schofield was born in one con-
tinent, Australia, her husband in
another, the Indian sub-continent,
and they met in a third, Europe.
How they ended up in Moraga is a
long story, where jobs and schools
had something to do with the final
decision. The European encounter
happened in London, where the

Photo provided

future couple attended the same
business school. Schofield’s career
developed in communication and
procurement, until she centered
her life around her two daughters.
But her entrepreneurial spirit kept
pushing her toward more business
adventures.

The first was bridesmaids’
dress rentals. She quickly tired of
the business where she says some
never return the dresses they were
supposed to just rent and most
of the work was about collecting
money. But from that first endeav-
or came the idea of creating nail
polish colors that would match the
dresses. She played with the idea,
and came out with Mixify’s first
product: a nail polish kit.

Schofield says that she was not
a girly-girl growing up, but that
for her, this kit is a way to express
creativity, and have fun, by your-
self or with a group of girlfriends.
The kit contains eight colors: five
basics — red, blue, yellow, white,
black — and three “passion” col-
ors based on individual selection,
to be mixed to create any color

imaginable. The kit includes five,
10 or 20 uncolored nail polish bot-
tles with base either shiny regular
or matte, a mixing tray, funnel,
spoons and stirrers, mixing balls
and instructions.

According to Schofield, the
kits are popular for bachelorette
parties, birthday parties and any
girls’ night out-type activity. She
adds that her clients can be in el-
ementary school — though needing
supervision — up to any age.

The second product she started
with the same artisan-make-it-
yourself concept is a lip gloss, and
the most recent is perfume. The
new perfume kits were presented
at the GBK’s pre-Oscar celebrity
lounge, and her website features
celebrities’ with the personi-
fied fragrance they created. The
kit includes three options for the
“head” note, three for the “heart”
note, and three different bases.
Schofield says that she does not
consider herself a “nose,” but that
making perfume opens a new door
to olfactory senses as well as an
understanding of what makes the
uniqueness of a fragrance.

Schofield did not forget to add
a philanthropic side to her busi-
ness. She donates to Near and
Dear Fundraising, a group that
serves California schools, and she
also wants to be involved locally.

The proud mom adds that en-
trepreneurship is something that
can be modeled. She did not start
being an entrepreneur until her
30s, but her oldest daughter came
to her last Christmas because she
wanted to create her own line of
products: Christmas lights that she
assembles and now sells on Etsy.
For more information, visit www.
mixifybeauty.com.

Building interest for Moraga through a blog

As a relatively new resident of Moraga, and part of Viva Moraga, a group that wants to see more economic
development downtown, Schofield wrote a blog called “10+ unique things to do in hidden Moraga, the San

Francisco East Bay town that you’ve never heard of ...

and it’s closer than you think.” The postings are on-

line on playbuzz.com, just enter “Moraga” in the search at the top of the page. The 10+ things include Saint
Mary’s NCAA basketball team, the Moraga Art Gallery, Natasha Grasso’s jewelry business, the ultimate
disc golf parcours, Captains’ Vineyard, and much more. She welcomes feedback and suggestions.

Views against marijuana

It is anticipated that no com-
mercial cannabis uses would be
authorized by Contra Costa County
until such time as a cannabis tax
ballot measure has been approved
by county voters. A county cannabis
tax initiative could be considered by
voters at the next general election in
November, so regulations permit-
ting commercial cannabis uses are
not expected to become effective
until that time at the earliest.

Debbie Barnett spoke on be-
half of ADAPT, the Alcohol Drug
Abuse Prevention Team, at the
March 20 council meeting and sug-
gested a buffer of one mile from in-
corporated lands. According to the
draft report prepared by the Contra
Costa County Department of Con-
servation and Development for
the County Board of Supervisors
current state law requires a buffer
of 600 feet between any cannabis
business licensed by the state and
any K-12 school, day care center or
youth center. A county ordinance
may increase this buffer distance
and may also establish buffers be-
tween cannabis businesses and
other sensitive uses, such as parks.

Gracie Chen, who is a student
at Orinda Intermediate School, stat-
ed she feels that more legalization
of marijuana will promote teen use,
citing higher use by teens in states
where marijuana is legal. Other
speakers brought up concerns

about how they might be exposed
to marijuana grows while running
on trails outside city limits, or the
potential use of pesticides and poi-
sons in outdoor grows, water use
concerns during drought years,
how there is already an excess of
marijuana in California.

City Council Member Dar-
lene Gee generally agreed with
the speakers’ points of view. Gee
doesn’t think that the benefits out-
weigh the costs of commercial
marijuana regulation. She prefers
consistency with the regulatory
approach of the city. Mayor Amy
Worth agreed with speakers who
talked about runners being exposed
to marijuana grows when their trails
take them outside the city limits.

Vice Mayor Inga Miller agreed
about areas near schools and trails,
but acknowledged that 60 percent
of voters in the area voted in fa-
vor of legalizing marijuana, so she
thought that perhaps remote areas
of the county would be acceptable.
Council Member and runner Eve
Phillips said that Contra Costa is
not an agricultural county and so
doesn’t seem like the county for
growing marijuana.

While several other meeting
attendees expressed their concerns
about marijuana cultivation and
use, resident Harlan Van Wye said
that “prohibition of marijuana is
just plain stupid.” He said there is a

.. continued from page A7

lot of misinformation being distrib-
uted, but that the voters approved
recreational use of marijuana.

“The people have spoken,” he
added, “and they want marijuana
reasonably available and reason-
ably regulated.”

Orinda has already adopted
laws governing marijuana within
city limits. Although the city is
not permitted to ban indoor grows
completely, the council did limit in-
door grows to six plants and banned
all outdoor personal or commercial
grows, as well as prohibiting all
commercial land uses and sales
within the city.

The council chose not to ban
deliveries to local residents from
outside the city, finding that the
activity would be too difficult to
police. Currently within the unin-
corporated areas of the county the
commercial cultivation, distribu-
tion, storage, manufacturing, pro-
cessing and sale of marijuana and
the outdoor cultivation of cannabis
for personal use are prohibited and
will remain so unless new regula-
tions are adopted by the Board of
Supervisors.

More information about the
county’s marijuana regulations can
be found at www.cccounty.us/can-
nabis, or by contacting Ruben Her-
nandez, Current Planning Principal
Planner, at Ruben.Hernandez@
ded.cccounty.us.
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Lafayette commissioners

... continued from page A1

Burks says that the decision
marks a major shift in the way the
council addresses issues of integ-
rity. “I believe the new policy will
tangibly strengthen public confi-
dence in our design review and
planning entities and processes,”
he said.

Burks continues, “I considered
this the most important vote that
I’ve cast in my 15 months on the
city council; integrity, ethics and
public trust mean everything to me.
Our community rightfully expects
their government officials to ex-
ecute at the highest standard when
it comes to these critical values. In
this context, I’'m very pleased with
the outcome.”

Reflecting the PC members’
disappointment with the decision,
the letters of resignation came
quickly from Commissioners At-
eljevich, Chastain, Curtin, Gutz-
willer and Lovitt. “It is sad when
a town’s democratic body votes to
disenfranchise a class of its citi-
zens,” says Chastain in his letter.

“I am truly shocked that our
leaders believe one is guilty before
proven innocent,” observes Curtin
in her resignation letter.

Tatzin is very clear in his
opinion. “Obviously we made the
wrong decision,” he says, adding,
“None of the current commission-
ers have done anything wrong.
We’ve rejected five very good peo-
ple whose only goal was to make
this a better city.”

Both a former mayor and for-

mer PC member Erling Horn
agrees. In an email to the council
he states, “It is clear to me that the
concerns outlined in these (resig-
nation) letters are correct and the
policy should be revisited. The city
has lost a group of experienced,
talented and dedicated citizen com-
missioners who will be very hard to
replace.”

Former mayor Brandt Anders-
son referred to the policy as “puni-
tive” at the meeting as he expressed
doubt that anyone would want to
sign up and serve on a commission
under those circumstances.

Getting people to serve will
now be the new focus. To that end,
Tatzin called a special city council
meeting for April 2 to discuss how
to move forward including options
such as appointing the city council
to do double duty and function as
planning commissioners until new
PC members are appointed, ap-
pointing the five existing DR com-
missioners to fill the empty seats or
to temporarily reduce the size of
the PC from seven to five commis-
sioners.

Burks is not panicking. “I’'m
100 percent confident that we will
be able to staff these commissions
with fully qualified folks who will
deliver a high level of service to
our community,” he says.

Editor’s Note: The April 2
meeting was due to take place after
this edition of Lamorinda Weekly
went to print.

AUHSD board revises policy

... continued from page A1

They’re leaders of different equity
groups and clubs on campus, and
often excel academically.”

Of the 129 transfers at Mira-
monte, 58 percent are people of
color.

The limits were proposed due
to the district’s classification as
Basic Aid for the last three years,
meaning that the local property tax
allocation exceeds the Local Con-
trol Funding Formula.

Since Basic Aid districts do
not receive funding per student,
the estimated expenditures for in-
terdistrict transfer students would
cost the district an estimated $1.75-
$2.25 million next year.

Superintendent John Nickerson
said, “The board sees the value in
interdistrict transfers, but without
funding it creates a tremendous fi-
nancial burden.”

Students expressed that they
were glad the vote was paused, but
would continue to mobilize and
speak out against what they see is
an unjust, regressive step.
Academic Calendars

In other district news, a calen-
dar task force explored alternatives
and made recommendations on the
upcoming academic calendars for
the next two years.

For 2018-19, school will begin
on Aug. 20, with the first semester
ending on Jan. 7, and the last day of
school on June 6.

For the following year, 2019-
20, the school year begins a week
earlier on Aug. 13 in order for the
first semester to end before Winter
Break on Dec. 20. School will dis-
miss for the summer on May 29.
Bell and Block Schedule

After a survey of the Acalanes
Education Association members,
Lori Tewksbury, president of the
union, said, “The overwhelming
majority of teachers polled said
they would prefer no changes to the
schedule.”

One problem with the existing
schedule was that the lunch break
happens later in the day, but even
that did not affect the decision to
keep the schedule the same for the
upcoming year.

Moraga parks and
recreation department

... continued from page A4

The number of facilities — three
public swimming pools, several
sports fields, two community cen-
ters, and dozens of parks — is also
not commensurate with what Mor-
aga has to offer. Under Brandt’s su-
pervision, programs were conduct-
ed for older adults, tens of classes
for all ages, and special events such
as the June San Leandro Cherry
Festival that attracts tens of thou-
sands of people each year to down-
town San Leandro.

Brandt also oversaw human
services, making sure that the more
vulnerable population in San Lean-
dro got access to the services they
are supposed to receive.

The new director says that she
is aware that in Moraga volunteer
groups have led many of the events
such as the Pear and Wine Festival
or Hacienda Nights. She says that
she has started meeting with these
groups and evaluating with their
members what works and what
does not. The triathlon was put on
hold this year, because of limited
staff and dwindling participation.
Brandt plans to conduct a full anal-
ysis of the event and decide on the
opportunity to revive it. She said

she would also reach out to neigh-
boring recreation departments and
discuss possible synergies.

On her plate in the very near
future is the transformation of the
Hacienda to allow the operation
of a full-time restaurant. Brandt
said that the council would review
a proposition for a public-private
partnership in April. If such a proj-
ect moves forward, it means the
amount of public space at the Ha-
cienda will be reduced, but she is
confident that her department will
remain in the beautiful historic
building and expects that the casita
could be expanded to accommo-
date more activities.

Brandt lives in Danville with
her family including three young
children, ages 8, 6 and 1. The busy
young woman finds the time to
hike, which is one of her passions.
Prior to San Leandro, she worked
for the cities of South San Francis-
co and Redwood City and claims
20 years of experience in parks and
recreation involvement. She came
to California to complete her bach-
elor’s degree, then her master’s
in public administration and has
stayed out West ever since.
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Bridging the journey from
Lamorinda to Rossmoor
“One satisfied client at a time!”

Maria Eberle, REALTOR®
(925) 478-7190

Maria@MariaEberle.com
www.MariaEberle.com
CalBRE #01798906

Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Drysdale Properties

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Good to know:

You Already Know Us ...

So let us help you sell your home!

Wondering about the value & cost of STAGING your home to
sell? Our thoughts..... First of all staging is not always necessary!
If the home is empty, in most cases it should be staged because
empty rooms appear smaller & it helps prospective buyers
visualize how to use a room. Staging cannot & is not intended
to hide major defects or a home in poor condition. But it can enhance & update your home
so buyers get more excited about it & posssibly sell faster than a non-staged home. A staged
home also allows for stronger marketing materials & photography.
Staging costs are usually by the month & based on the # of rooms.
Many agents (including us) will pay a portion of staging costs.
Call us and let us give you with an updated market
valuation of your home!

mr
S 1Y

—

Larry Duson 415-297-2680

larry.duson@dusonjoneshomes.com

Jeanne Jones 925-989-2262

jeanne.jones@dusonjoneshomes.com

HBORHOOD!

T

148 DONALD DRIVE, MORAGA

4 beds, 2.5 baths, approximately 1.5 acres
% List Price $1,495,000. Multiple Offers.
DURANTINI
415.999.6116

REALTOR® DRE 01376796
——

DUDUM

DREH01882902

I’'m thrilled to welcome my buyers to the Moraga community.

This market continues to be competitive. If you are interested in learning
how to successfully navigate the waters, please give me a call.

EXCITING NEWS...
I’'m now a proud member of Dudum Real Estate Group!

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

] “w  www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

Lic# 681593

o M L
MicHAELVERBRUGGE ! "‘ 0
CONSTRUCTION INC. _. BBB 3\ ‘:rx r
General Contractor ®rort

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

ﬂj‘ Mqrﬂsﬂ California .

'[]ESIGN . REHNISHING + INSTAI

925.-3 7__6 111:
CALL TOM

FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

Frameless Sho'#er G
Shower Encl'més-_
Custom Mirre =g

New Windows/ atlo Doors
Replacement & Installation

3469 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com
CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

|

‘l'l'
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!

TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

ORINDA ACADEMY

College Prep * Grades 8-12 * Small Classes

Open House

May 2 from 6-8 pm

We only want the best for our kids. .. safe communities, good schools.
That's why many of us moved to the Lamorinda area with it's low
crime rate and top rated high schools. But the public high schools, no
matter how highly rated, are not a fit for every student. Unfortunately,
feelings of anxiety, depression, being invisible and stressed out define
high school for many of our teens. A top notch education shouldn’t
come at the expense of the mental health of our children. At OA,
we believe that kids who actually enjoy their school environment are
more likely to reach their academic potential. Come check out our
school at our upcoming open house and see for yourself.

Broker/President

Lamorinda’s Real Estate
Brokerage since 2000

5 Agents team

Certified Residential Specialist
WHAT’S YOUR HOUSE WORTH IN 2018?

Top Lamorinda Broker
Service-Performance-Integrity

925-254-7600
Alex@AGRealtyl.com

CalBRE#01305545
www.Alexgailas.com
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When 40 schools adopted the
sport, beach volleyball became a
fully sanctioned NCAA champion-
ship sport in the 2015-16 school
year, launching a single all-divi-
sions national championship, en-
compassing 93 college teams with
the numbers still growing.

When Browning approached
the indoor team about playing
beach volleyball in the spring, he
received mixed reactions: “When
we first brought up the idea of the
players also playing beach vol-
leyball, half were excited and half
were not so sure. Now all of our
volleyball players come in with the
expectation and desire to play on
both teams.”

At many of the major universi-
ties, players will play exclusively
on one team or the other. At Saint
Mary’s, there is one player who
only plays beach volleyball, fresh-
man Morgan Kendrick, a walk-on
who is also a big supporter of the
indoor team. Says Browning: “We
recruit specifically for the indoor
team and it is a bonus for us if the
players have had experience play-
ing beach volleyball prior to their
arrival at Saint Mary’s.

The two sports, obviously very
similar, are still distinct, requiring
at the very least, a different mind-
set.

According to Browning: “Un-
like indoor volleyball, where play-
ers are very specialized, in beach
you have to be a well-rounded play-
er. You can’t just be a passer or set-
ter or hitter, you have to be able to
do it all. The indoor game is much
more of a power game. Beach vol-
leyball requires much more finesse.
You develop more ball control on
the beach and players must have
the ability to place the ball in the
open spaces.”

To learn the subtleties and nu-
ances of beach volleyball, Brown-
ing was very fortunate to learn from
two beach hall of famers, Mike and
Patty Dodd, whose daughter Da-
las played for Saint Mary’s. The
Dodds welcomed the opportunity
to work with Browning. “Rob saw
the benefit of beach volleyball
for the indoor player,” says Patty
Dodd. “The biggest thing is the
amount of reps. The beach player
will touch the ball three times more
often than in indoor volleyball.
Some programs were apprehensive
but now everybody is starting to
play beach volleyball because a lot
of players want to do both. Mike
was able to direct them how to run
practices and I worked as a volun-
teer coach. The main difference is
that on the beach, you play narrow

From left: Lindsey Knudsen and Payton Rund
Photo Saint Mary’s College Athletics

and vertical and the game is a lot
slower with only two people cover-
ing the whole court. Indoors you
pass wide and fast.”

Patty, who runs a club team
of her own in Southern Califor-
nia, speaks highly of how quickly
Browning took to the beach game:
“Rob is such a phenomenal coach
and a quick study. He constantly
asked why this and why that and
picked things up very easily. [ very
much appreciate the foresight he
had and the effort he expended to
get the program up and running.”

With the coaches in beach vol-
leyball not permitted to coach dur-
ing the game, Dodd sees this as an-
other attraction: “They love being
involved in every rally and they are
autonomous and in charge of their
game and with no coaches yelling
at you from the sidelines, they love
that as well.”

With the two women teams,
conditioning is more crucial on
the sand: “You’re involved with
your partner on every play,” says
Browning. “With indoor volley-
ball, you may not touch the ball
for several rallies. Beach players
may have to play three matches in
a day in a tournament. Our play-
ers are very self-motivated. They
lift twice a week and practice a lot.
Even a light practice in the sand
can be exerting so conditioning is
that much more important.”

Though more demanding on a
cardiovascular level, beach volley-
ball has fewer injuries. The sand
is more forgiving and is easier on
the players’ knees. There are also
less shoulder injuries because the
players rarely swing 100 percent
whereas indoors, the players are
constantly swinging with full force.

Saint Mary’s plays their match-
es at the Moraga Commons Park.
Initially, the courts were very hard
and Browning and Saint Mary’s
addressed the conditions: “We took
it upon ourselves to rent a tiller to
make the sand softer. Since then
the town has redone the courts

SMC’s beach volleyball gains traction

and they maintain them now.” The
town has improved the sand on the
courts, put in a drainage system
and have put down permanent lines
with adjustable nets.

All this has come together for
a very successful season so far at
Saint Mary’s. The Gaels have a 9-2
record and are ranked 19th nation-
ally. The top players on the team
are juniors Lindsey Knudsen and
Payton Rund. Says Browning:
“Lindsey and Payton are two of the
best players in the country. Last
year, they were a formidable pair
because you could not pick on one
or the other. They have few weak-
nesses and they both play the entire
game so well.”

Besides Knudsen and Rund,
senior Mary Hernandez, juniors
Emily Bible and Morgan Hughes
and sophomore Sarah Chase have
all had successful seasons. Junior
Alex O’Sullvan is the lone local
on the team, from Albany and St.
Mary’s High School.

With the growth of club vol-
leyball teams in the Lamorinda
area, Browning is looking to recruit
more locally: “When beach vol-
leyball became an emerging sport
in college and when scholarships
became available, it became a real
incentive to develop those skills.
Though it has not become a sport
with the high schools yet, with the
growth of the club teams, the high
schools may not be far behind.”

In 2012, Eric Benisek and
Todd Travis founded The Lamor-
inda Beach Volleyball Club after
the NCAA made it a sport. Says
Travis, who played volleyball at
UC Santa Barbara: “We wanted to
show everyone this new sport so
we began the club. Our first sum-
mer, we only had two sessions, one
for those in high school and one for
the middle schoolers. We started
out with 35 girls and have had a
peak of 70 girls.”

The club will do summer ses-
sions and also some skill develop-
ment clinics in the spring. “In the
summer, says Travis, we work out
twice a week and on Wednesdays
we go down to Santa Cruz to com-
pete against other clubs. It’s a good
way to measure the improvement
of our players.”

At the beginning, the partici-
pants of the club were exclusively
indoor players who were just look-
ing to work on conditioning and
skill development but says Travis:
“Now there are a number of players
that are exclusively beach players.
Besides having to be at least capa-
ble in all aspects of volleyball, they
learn that communications is a skill
they must develop, working with
their partner and reading the game
and that just comes with practice.”

Saint Mary’s will face San Jose
State at 3 p.m. Thursday, April 5 at
Moraga Commons.

Photo Matt Brown/USA Volleyball
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Rube Goldberg challengers eat the
competition for breakfast

By Cathy Dausman

leven teams of science stu-

dents shied away from “sim-
ple” in their quest to design the
most convoluted mechanical ce-
real dispenser ever during the 2018
Rube Goldberg Challenge at Stan-
ley Middle School March 28.

Rueben Garrett Lucius Gold-
berg, aka “Rube,” was no rube by
any means. The Pulitzer Prize-
winning cartoonist was a Yankee
Doodle Dandy (he was born on
the Fourth of July) and Cal Bear.
Although Goldberg died in 1970,
his legacy endures in the form of an
annual Rube Goldberg challenge

n

for science and tech minded stu-
dents ranging in age from middle
school through college.

Stanley’s contestants are vol-
unteers from Mike Meneghetti’s
engineering and robotics classes.
Judges are provided by Lafayette
Partners in Education. Meneghe-
tti developed the program 18 years
ago; competitions are held every
other year.

As contestant Maggie Conk-
lin promised, this year’s challenge
was “the most complex way to start
your day.” Contestants milked their
moment in the limelight and their

Photos Cathy Dausman

audience ate it all up.

Alarm clocks were given a
final alignment, cars and trains
straightened in their tracks, strings
tightened and cereal packages were
locked and loaded. Suddenly it was
snap! crackle! pop! as the Cocoa
Crispies, Apple Jacks, Cheerios
and Fruit Loops flew into bowls.

After 20 to 40 hours of team-
work, it was over in a matter of sec-
onds. “It’s a privilege doing this,”
said Meneghetti, who continues to
emcee the contest. When it comes
to Rube Goldberg, clearly nobody
does it simple!

Don’t
miss the
Bay Area’s
BIGGEST
BIKE SALE!

3-DAY MADNESS SALE!

0607 OFF

FRI-SUN APR 20-22 10AM-7PM

VITALITY

SCIENCE MEETS HEALTH COACHING & PERSONAL TRAINING

"FEEL & LOOK BETTER THAN
YOU HAVE IN YEARSY

(925)683-6275

www.BodyZingHealth.com

THIS SUNDAY

Toys,Comics & Games Too!

Books for Children
& Young Adults

Meet Authors and
lllustrators

] Storytellers
*
¢ h Meet and Iit:eet
Wi your Favorite
Characters

B Free Art Activities
PETER RABBIT

This Sunday, April 8, 10am - 3pm
Acalanes High School, LAFAYETTE

Get $2 Book Buck at check-
FREE ADMISSION

in to use for 1st purchase.
Register today:

www.BayAreaKidsBookFair.com

Educational
Programs

o

Lowest
prices &
FREE LIFETIME

TUNE-UPS
on your

» H&F Bike! 'l

-y

0% "
FINANCING

FOR6 |}

MONTHS .""I

THESE DEALS & MUCH MORE!...

o All ELECTRIC BIKES 10-45% OFF
e All Standard Bikes 10-40% OFF
¢ All Demo Bikes 25% OFF

e All Kryptonite Locks 30% OFF

e All Helmets 30-60% OFF

o All Shoes 20-60% OFF

¢ Standard Tubes BOGO FREE

Fcona GIANT Giro. (jv
KRYPTONITE

e

Oakland

6030 College Ave.
510-654-BIKE

Lafayetie
3377 Mt.Diablo Blvd.

925-283-BIKE
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ADULT DAY PROGRAM

for those with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias

* STIMULATING * GAMES
ACTIVITIES * CRAFTS

* LIVE MUSICAL * EXERCISE
ENTERTAINMENT * FRIENDSHIP

LARG

LaMORINDA ADULT RESPITE CENTER
925-254-3465

433 Moraga Way Orinda  lamorindarespite.org

 safe and lovi
in foster care. £
empowered

bsite to learn

BECOME A CASA YOLUNTEER

www.cccocasa.org
925-256-7284 e'g'
r u

@cccocasa.org

925-377-0977

Art rings a bell with congregation
By Pippa Fisher

Local artist Brian Enright created this modern sculp-
ture using the original bell from Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church. Photo provided
ublic art might be popping up all over Lafayette,
but there are also notable private art pieces that
residents might not have noticed such as the historic
bell sculpture tucked away in a courtyard outside Our
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Savior’s Lutheran Church on Carol Lane. And this
piece has special significance to the church.

Oakland artist Brian Enright, who grew up in La-
fayette, explains that the bell featured in the sculpture
was the one used in the bell tower of the original build-
ing built in 1947. “They haven’t had a bell tower for
40 years or so,” says Enright, adding that it was un-
earthed in the past few years by the congregation and
that they had been looking for something to do with it.

He was commissioned in 2017 to create a mod-
ern stand and “striker” for the original bell as part of
the redesign of the central courtyard at OSLC. Using
steel and redwood Enright created the 5-foot by 5-foot
piece in his studio in Oakland.

“Brian has done a spectacular job with the piece
and the placement,” says Head Pastor Dan Senter. He
says the tower and the bell were up there until it was
torn down in the 1980s to begin the new building re-
model. “Pulled from the rubble, it (the bell) has been
lost in the basement for years.”

Senter says that they think it might have originally
come from an old steam locomotive before that.

“In the early days the hardest thing was keeping
the teenagers out of the bell tower as pulling those old
ropes to ring the bell was a favorite pastime,” says
Senter.

SPRING IS HERE
by Resident Don Maynard

The signs are all around us
As winter’s end is near,
Nature singing out in chorus
Announces, “Spring is Here!”

The lush green rolling hillsides
After the season’s rain,
Fields of mustard and wild poppies
Proudly color their domain.

Buds bursting on young fruit tre es,
Golden daffodils in bloom,
And the fragrance of the freesias
Scent the air with sweet perfume.

Hungry baby robins chirping
. In their nests warmed by the sun,
Carefree youthful lovers strolling,
Their hearts attuned as one.

Yes, the message that I'm getting
Becomes so very clear.
Take time to smell the blossoms,
J ust notice, spring is here!

Call 943-7427 Today

for more information or

THE
to Schedule a Tour HER[TAGE
www.TheHeritageDowntown.com DOWNTOWN

Now renting in Walnut Creek  ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by

Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition.

Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team.
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Bestselling author discusses choosing

words wisely
By Lou Fancher

#

Kelly Corrigan Photo provided
In an era when difficult conversations are the norm,

there’s good reason to be grateful for Kelly Corri-
gan. Following her New York Times bestselling mem-
oirs, “Glitter and Glue” and “The Middle Place,” the
Oakland author delivers 12 essays based on hard to
say phrases in a new book, “Tell Me More” (Random
House).

Corrigan is well known in the Bay Area as creator
of Notes & Words, an annual benefit featuring mu-
sic and literature luminaries in a program that raises
proceeds for Children’s Hospital Oakland. She is the
host of KQED Radio’s Exactly and a contributor to
The Nantucket Project, a national organization that
supports community health and well-being through
small group conversations held in homes throughout
the United States. She is married and has two teenage
daughters.

Appearing March 23 before an audience of rough-
ly 170 people gathered at the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Foundation’s Distinguished Speaker
Series, Corrigan demonstrated her signature verve and
voracity for speaking the truth.

Honesty can be exactly what causes commotion
in today’s conversations held at family dinner tables,
on the internet, in neighborhoods and throughout Con-
gress and between countries. But laced with humor—
adult appropriate, often self-deprecating and particu-
larly appreciated by women and men in relationships,
raising children or caring for aging parents—a keynote
presentation by Corrigan is more likely to cause laugh-
ter or poignantly surprising tears than to deliver low
blows.

Cutting herself out of a too-tight Lycra top, daily
hygiene including (hilariously) the rarity of hair-wash-
ing and (tenderly) a pile of cut toenails, her husband’s
stop-it-or-else ultimatum concerning Costco clothing,
parenting as “the ultimate improv,” and taking two
years to write a book that people tell her takes only an
afternoon to read—the time it takes laundry to dry—
and many more asides had the audience appreciating
Corrigan’s entertaining storytelling.

Divergent streams in Corrigan’s life intersected
and propelled her into an exploration of why the exact,
right words at the right moment can make all the dif-
ference in sustaining positive long-term relationships.
Contrasting “I’'m sorry,” and “I was wrong,” she and
her husband decided during a dinner table conversa-
tion, was vital because although the former can be
false or flimsy, the latter is firm and unties people in a
way that makes love and connection possible.

Corrigan thereafter embarked on a listening tour:
keeping tab of phrases that held up, like “I don’t
know,” which she said can seem “waffle-y or lame,”
but in one chapter of her book is revealed as admirable

and truthful.

The second stream was the loss of her 85-year-old
father (chronicled in her memoir) and of a dear friend,
Liz. Death or serious illness—Corrigan has had can-
cer and said her friend’s death left her with survivor’s
guilt—that has a way of jolting a person into a re-
examination of life and relationships. Corrigan said,
“How many conversations do you go into and come
out with different views and perspectives?” That’s the
beauty of (the phrase) “tell me more,” which she used
to good purpose with her teenage daughter.

“I love you” was a phrase so worn she wasn’t cer-
tain she could add anything unique. But finding for-
giveness embedded in the phrase, she exposes paral-
lels and writes, “Immediate, unsolicited, sometimes
underserved forgiveness—that is what turns the wheel
of family life.” In other words, despite the imperfec-
tions and reality of long-term relationships, saying “I
love you” is foundational.

Laura Halpin of Walnut Creek said she felt a con-
nection when Corrigan spoke about the loss of her best
friend. “I lost one too. It was touching to hear her say
that after a death, even simple things like doing dishes
you used to do together can get emotional. Her words
impacted my psyche. Isn’t that why we read books?”

During a Q&A, Corrigan said her husband is al-
ways “the last eyes on the page before I hand it in.
When he says it’s good, I know it’s ready.” About her
children she said that after 10 years of contemplation
and writing she finally realizes that listening to her
“profoundly ordinary kid” singing in the shower is one
of life’s most precious moments.

Five-year library volunteer Judy Kirkpatrick said
she takes pride and pleasure in the library’s approxi-
mately 10,000 programs presented over the last de-
cade. “They have something for everyone: young, old,
men, women, black, brown, white—everyone.” The
Lafayette resident liked Corrigan’s emphasis on listen-
ing fully in conversations.

Arguably the most moving chapter, “No Words At
All,” pays tribute to silence. Used when enough has
been said or when skin-to-skin touch reigns supreme
during Corrigan’s once-a-week visits to the children’s
hospital to hold premature infants, she reminds her-
self—and us—that blessings can be found in commu-
nicating with no words at all.

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Kelly
Corrigan

AUTHOR OF THE HIDOLE PLACE

Upcoming LLLC Author Discussion

Jason Fagone, an author and journalist who covers science, technology, and culture who was named one
of “Ten Young Writers on the Rise” by the Columbia Journalism Review, will discuss his latest book “The
Woman Who Smashed Codes: A True Story of Love, Spies, and the Unlikely Heroine Who Outwitted
America’s Enemies” from 7 to 8 p.m., Thursday, April 19 at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center

Community Hall. Visit www.llIcf.org to register.
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From India to Lamorinda: One Sikh
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family’s journey

By Sora O’Doherty

Visitors at this Sikh temple in New Delhi, India are welcome to partake of a

Gulneer “Gary” Singh Sarang

f you walk into Wells Fargo

Bank in Moraga, you may see
a gentleman in a colorful turban.
Most immediately recognize that
Gulneer Singh Sarang, who goes
by the nickname Gary, is a Sikh,
not a Muslim. Sarang enjoys edu-
cating people about his religion,
Sikhism, and he was recently in-
vited to speak to his son’s class
at Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School. What was supposed to
be a 15-minute talk ran to over an
hour, as the children asked many
questions. Sarang recalled, “They
asked why we wear the turban and
how long is my son’s hair?”

The students were curious about
arranged marriage and asked many
general lifestyle questions. Sa-
rang was prepared with slides and
notes. “They were very interested
in where the religion originated and
about the Gold Temple. Founded
by Guru Nanak, who was born in
1469, the Sikh religion is dedi-
cated to helping the oppressed,”
Sarang explained. “Sikh temples
are called Gurudwara, and they of-
fer food to anyone who is hungry.
There were lots of questions about
the service of food at the temple:
Why do they do it? Who donates
the food?” Sarang said that many
people will come in and make large
contributions in cash and in kind
(food).

As Sarang explained to the stu-
dents, the Sikh religion is mono-
theistic, and respectful of other
religions, believing that they are
all seeking god. Like other Sikh
men, Sarang wears certain ceremo-
nial items, such as a bracelet, in
addition to his turban. Some men
wear short knives that represent the
swords with which Sikhs defend

meal prepared by volunteers from donated food.

Photos Sora O'Doherty
others who are in danger, but Sa-

rang does not. The turban Sarang
wears is about 15 feet of fabric, and
it takes him some time in the morn-
ing to bind up his long hair into the
turban.

Sarang was born in Amritsar, a
city of a little over a million in pop-
ulation in the Northern province of
Punjab in India. Punjab is home
to most of India’s Sikh population,
and the famous Harmandir Sahib
(commonly known as the Golden
Temple), the spiritual and cultural
center for the Sikh religion. The
site attracts more visitors than the
Taj Mahal, with more than 100,000
visitors on weekdays alone. As
at other Sikh temples, visitors are
welcome to partake of a meal pre-
pared by volunteers from donated
food.

A very family-oriented man,
Sarang believes in family val-
ues. He says that their primary
value is humility and sincerity.
“My wife and I teach our children
to lead truthful lives and to be of
service; we remind them that they
are ambassadors of their religion.”
He added, “The tenth Guru, Guru
Gobind Singh ji, mandated the
Sikhs to wear the turban. This
gives Sikhs a unique identity that
promotes equality and righteous-
ness. Our actions and success will
be representative of our culture and
people.” Sarang and his wife teach
their two children that happiness
doesn’t come from materialistic
goods, but “if you are happy, you
will automatically be successful,”
Sarang believes.

Sarang grew up in New Delhi
and attended private school before
studying business at the University
of Delhi. The family first visited the
U.S. in 1989, and then Sarang re-
turned in 1995 to pursue a master’s
degree, but had difficulty getting
his bachelor’s degree recognized,
so he wound up back in India,
where he obtained his advanced
degree from the International Man-
agement Institute and then started
on a career in banking and financial
services.

He returned to the U.S. in 1999,
working for Providian in Pleasan-
ton, and later, for Morgan Stanley.
On Sept. 11, 2001, Sarang was in
Manhattan for training on the 62nd
floor of the World Trade Center

Donated food stores at this Sikh temple in India.

925-377-0977

south tower. He was making cof-
fee when his attention was drawn
to a blizzard of papers outside the
windows. “And as I looked,” he
remembered, “I saw that the papers
were on fire.” Told to evacuate
via the stairs, Sarang was walk-
ing down. “When I reached 47th
floor,” he said, “there was a tre-
mendous bang like nothing I’d
had ever heard and the building
swayed as though it would col-
lapse.” That was when the second
plane slammed into the building
around the 60th floor. “You don’t
run down 62 flights of stairs,” Sa-
rang said. “It was very orderly, but
unreal. They directed us to the sub-
way level and told us to walk away.
[ walked two blocks before looking
back and seeing the building col-
lapse like a pancake,” Sarang re-
called.

Sarang emphasized how kind
the company was to them. “First
they put us up in a hotel. They pro-
vided counselors, food, and offered
transportation home.

“Having gone through the ex-
perience of 9/11,” Sarang observed,
“it further cemented my view of the
unpredictability of life. How safe
are we, how long will we live, does
it really matter to be just financially
successful, what about my family
what are they going through ... are
some of the questions that were re-
peatedly pounding my brain.

“My older brother who was
then in Fremont, California, was a
mental wreck till he had heard from
me directly several hours later.
That day it did not matter whether
we were in New York, the hub of
the world’s financial activity, what
car we were driving or what we
looked like. I looked different, but
no one aimed a racial slur or any
rage towards me. Everyone wished
to be safe and happy to be with
their loved one. At the end of the
day, that is exactly what really mat-
ters in life.”

Sarang concluded, “I am so ap-
preciative of the people of Lamor-
inda, who are very welcoming and
willing to give a person from out of
their community an opportunity to
assimilate, to intermingle.”

TAXI BLEU

Dispatch:

925-849-2222

Direct:

925-286-0064

www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com
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Vino is not your typical restaurant.

Our food is made only with the freshest and finest

ingredients. We do not use any commercial sauces,

hydrogenated oils or trans-fats. What we serve you
is delicious, healthy food made with passion.

A few selections:
Beet Salad: fresh mint, tomato, golden raisins, goat cheese, herb vinaigrette.....7
Sardines Insalata: calamata olives, green beans, potato, feta cheese,

balsamic olive oil 9
Niman Flat Iron Steak: potato gratin, green beans, chimichurri sauce........ 18
Fresh Seafood Cioppino: in a rich tomato-basil sauce, parmesan, garlic toast..19

Roasted Scallops: spinach, salciccia sugo 19
Roasted Wild Salmon: white wine, capers, braised greens, and potato gratin..17
Veal Scallopini: mushrooms, garlic, marsala wine 17

3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette, (925) 284-1330
Open for dinner Wed. — Sat. 5 - 8:30 p.m.

\
Resanber Resew and Rl

—a Journey Through Grief

Saturday, April 21

9:30 am-2 pm, MVPC Fireside Room
A workshop and luncheon to honor our lost loved ones.

Keynote Speaker

The Rev DMany Naegli

An ordained Presbyterian Minister, serving as
Associate Chaplain at John Muir Hospital

Discussion Panel
Jeanne Haffner, Stan Oberg & Lorna Skantze Neill

Please RSVP by April 18 at mvpctoday.org
or contact Colleen Giovanni at 925.376.4800 x285
High school students and adults are welcome.
Maoraga Valley Presbyterian Church

i mvpe

SPONSORED BY CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRIES

MORAGA VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
10 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga CA 94556 | mvpctoday.org

March Storage Sale

Get Spring
Organization Started!

Spring is traditionally
“Clean up” time. 5A
is your Storage Place,
we'll make the tasks go
easier! We're the
answer to storing the
overflow in your garage
and that spare room.
Get organized for the
rest of the year NOW!

2 5 / OF F..and prices hold for 3 months!

Example: 6 x 8 E-ul reg. $147.... NOW ONLY $ 110 .25

_—AMAART

~IRENT)SPACE ~
Store It Yourself & Save |
455 Moraga Rd. Ste, F |

(925) 643-2026

www.5Aspace.com

Rent A Unit,
We Move
you in with
our Van
FREE!

Discounts Expire Mar, 31,18

Keep tuned in for our next
event on Social Media!
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PACKING
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* Custom Designs

%@ng

g%(f{ %){ﬂ(}/{y/ dince 1977
Expanding our Services with

Two Goldsmiths

* Expert Repairs e Pearl Restringing
All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.
r-----------------‘
I $5 off Watch Battery I
| Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 5/15/18. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
- O B B B EE B e e e o omw ol

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

e Appraisals

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MKNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

Wednesday, April 4, 2018
GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needeq!

[ f]

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING | ¢
& HOMEWORK HELP @
Must present coupon. New students only. g

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

Offering hope for girls once caught in sex trafficking net

By Diane Claytor
|

New Day for Children residents enjoy the sunset during an outing on a houseboat.

Sex trafficking of children,
child prostitution. ... These
are not subjects most of us want
to think about, let alone discuss.
We may read a headline or hear
a news story. We’ll feel profound
sadness for the victims and great
repulsion for the perpetrators and
customers. But we’ll then go on
with our day, secure in the belief
that this is a foreign country or in-
ner city problem, not something
that happens in upper middle
class suburbs.

Kathy Wilson, spokesperson
for New Day for Children, sug-
gests we think again.

New Day is a nonprofit orga-
nization that provides hope for a
new life to American girls rescued
from sex trafficking. Working
with New Day since its beginning
almost 10 years ago, Wilson sadly

explained that commercial sexual
exploitation of children — boys
and girls — knows no demo-
graphic nor geographic boundar-
ies. When asked how many chil-
dren we’re talking about, Wilson
said she was reluctant to give
numbers, because, as she said,
“they don’t really matter; even if
it’s 10, it’s simply an intolerable
situation.”

Sitting in a Lafayette coffee
shop, Wilson told of one smart,
beautiful middle school girl who
lived “within 15 minutes of here.”
Her parents both enjoyed pro-
fessional careers; she was very
involved in school and sports ac-
tivities and appeared to be a very
well-rounded and loved kid. But
then she met two high school
boys — maybe at Starbucks or
the shopping mall — who com-

Photo provided

plimented her, suggested hang-
ing out and soon convinced her
that she could help them get
money for dates by selling her-
self. Perhaps believing she was
in love, she obliged — meeting
up with men after school and on
weekends. This went on for two
years without her parents’ knowl-
edge. Driving to a Nevada casino
and being sold for sex in a hotel
caught the attention of the police
and this poor, young child was
rescued. “If this can happen with
intelligent, involved parents, it
can happen with anybody,” Wil-
son explained.

Stories abound and each is
sadder than the last. There are kids
being locked up and those sold by
family members. While many in-
volve young runaways who get
caught up with the wrong people,

Wilson reported that “most kids
being sold for sex are in their nor-
mal lives — living with their fam-
ilies, going to school every day.”
And, to no one’s surprise, social
media plays a huge role.

Wilson relayed another story
about a sweet young girl with
very involved and loving parents.
“At 12, she thinks she has found
an online boyfriend who starts
‘liking” her pictures, then sends
private messages and pictures of
himself.” He soon asks for — and
because she wants to please him
— receives, more risqué photos.
It’s only when the FBI, conduct-
ing a nationwide sting, turns up
on her doorstep does she learn
that she was sending naked pic-
tures of herself to a 60-year-old
man posing as a teen-aged boy.
Wilson noted that it could have
been so much worse. “He could
have suggested meeting and then
raping her, or kidnapping and sex-
ually exploiting her,” she said.

New Day and their primary
partner, Together Freedom (along
with several other partners), pro-
vide shelter, education, medi-
cal care and therapy to help heal
mind, body and spirit of these
young girls who “have been res-
cued from child sex slavery,” Wil-
son said. It is one of the few resi-
dential programs in the country,
offering a safe and secure environ-
ment and boarding school format.

The cottage, located in a se-
rene and secluded spot in North-
ern California, can accommodate
up to 12 girls, 10-18 years old,
suffering from the desperation of
sex trafficking. “These girls will
live in loving, nurturing family-
like environments where they
have a hope of recovering their
lost childhoods and building
trust,” states New Day’s website.
Currently, there are six young vic-

tims living on the campus.

There is no limit for how long
a girl may live at New Day, which,
Wilson said, makes their program
unique. While their average stay
is 15 months, “we’ve had girls
stay for over four years.” The
program is faith-based, but non-
denominational. Referrals come
from families, law enforcement
and social services programs.

Because New Day is not a
lock-down program and can only
accommodate a small number,
Wil-son admitted that often times
girls must be turned down, par-
ticularly if they’re a flight risk.
“When we first started,” she ex-
plained, “we wanted to save ev-
eryone, to scoop these kids up and
just give them love. It was a rude
awakening when we realized we
simply couldn’t help everyone
who needed it.”

Wilson, who admits she is in a
“world I never dreamed I’d have
anything to do with,” is passion-
ate about New Day and all they
have been able to accomplish.
Seventy-seven girls have come
through the program since its in-
ception and, she proudly reported,
“80-85 percent have stayed ‘out
of the life.””

Funding for New Day comes
primarily from donations and
grants. “We ask families to pay,
but if they can’t, we don’t turn
away their daughter,” Wilson ex-
plained. “We certainly could not
run this program without the gen-
erous help from the community.”

On April 14, a 5K Run/Walk
for New Day will be held at the
Lafayette Reservoir. For only $35
(820 for kids) you can help restore
the hopes and dreams of young
girls who have thankfully been
rescued from sex trafficking. For
information or to register, please
go to newdayforchildren.com.

“The Insult’

By Sophie Braccini

66 The Insult” may not be

based on a true story, but
it could be. Set in today’s Leba-
non, it shows how, because of
years of unspoken frustration and
resentment, a tiny incident could
spiral into a nationwide uproar.
It is the sad testimony to the
limitations of the human condi-
tion, trapped between religious
sectarianism  and historical
movements. It is set in the Mid-
dle East, but it could equally be
about any other human society
in turmoil, where people have
made old grudges a part of their
identity, and feel righteous hating
an entire group of “others” they

TH

barely recognize as human. The
movie ends with a glimpse of
hope, when the two main protag-
onists can finally at last acknowl-
edge the human condition of the
other.

To enjoy this movie, it might
be helpful to recall a bit of con-
temporary Lebanese history.
Trapped between the Mediterra-
nean Sea, Syria and Israel, Leba-
non — which has been indepen-
dent since 1946 — has been caught
in the middle of the Israel-Arab
wars, and wave after wave of Pal-
estinian refugees have streamed
into Lebanon since 1949. The
movie only presents two groups

E COHEN MEDIA GRAUP PRESENTS

SULT

A FILK BY 21AD DOUEIRI

Image provided
from this multicultural country,
the Christian Lebanese and the
Palestinians. Christians represent
about 40 percent of the total pop-
ulation; Muslims represent 54
percent, half Sunnis and half Shi-
ites. Approximately 10 percent of
the population is Palestinian (in
recent years many have tried to
immigrate to Europe), still liv-
ing in camps, and rarely given a
Lebanese citizenship.

Yasser, one of the two main
protagonists, lives in a Palestin-
ian camp near Beirut and works
as a construction foreman in the
capital. The name of the camp
where he lives is not given, but

many still remember the Sabra
and Shatila massacre in 1982
when hundreds if not thousands
of civilians were killed by a
Lebanese Christian militia, un-
der the eyes of their Israeli allies.
So when a minor disagreement
erupts over a leaking gutter, and
Toni, the Christian Lebanese,
tells Yasser that Ariel Sharon
(then Israeli prime minister) did
not kill enough Palestinians, the
verbal challenge between the two
men comes to blows.

When one of the men ends up
in the hospital, he decides to take
the other to court. As the two ad-
verse lawyers battle in the court-
room, important elements of the
past between the two families are
revealed, peeling layer after layer
the difficult recent history of a
country that was once a land of
peace, the Land of Cedars where
it felt good to live.

The courtroom portion of the
movie includes all the ingredi-
ents of this genre: tension, emo-
tions, unexpected revelations,
and doubt about who is right and
who is wrong. The two main ac-
tors are totally credible, each
playing in contrasting registers,
the contained Palestinian and the
furious Christian.

The movie does not take sides
at any point. It tries to shed a light

on a painful truth that has been
buried under years of silence. For
example it reminds people of the
Sabra and Shatila massacres, but
also of the 1976 Damour massa-
cre when hundreds of Christian
civilians were killed by Palestin-
ian militia.

Ziad Doueiri, who directs this
movie, is not afraid of tackling
difficult cultural issues, as he
did in 2012 with “The Attack,”
where the wife of an Arab Israeli
surgeon blows herself up during
a terrorist attack.

The well-mastered movie was
rightly selected for the Academy
Awards in the Foreign Language
Film category. It was very well
received in Lebanon because it
brought the difficult relationship
between Christian Lebanese and
Palestinian refugees out into the
open, as well as the open wounds
left by the 1978 civil war fueled
by Syria and Israel, where Chris-
tians, Sunnis, Chiites and Druzes
groups tore at each other.

It contains a lot of food for
thought closer to home as well.

“The Insult” will play at the
Orinda Theatre as part of the In-
ternational Film Showcase for at
least one week, starting on April
6. For information, visit lamorin-
datheatres.com.
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SUMMER CAMPS 2018

12" Annual Summer Camp Guide Part 2, Half-day Camps
(Lamorinda Weekly published Part 1, Full-day camps, March 7, 2018)

CREATIVE ARTS/THEATRE/MUSIC

Academy of Language and

Music Arts/ ALMA (Orinda)
Private lessons in all instruments
and in languages, including
Italian, French, Spanish, Chinese,
Japanese and ESL. Special
summer group classes and
performing ensembles, including
rock combo, jazz combo, vocal
ensemble, drum circle, theatre
and acting skills. All ages and
levels are welcome.
Phone: (925) 254-5056

www.alma-leap.com

Performing Academy
(Lafayette)

Berkeley Rep School of
Theatre (Berkeley)

This three week hands-on
Filmmaking & Acting Inten-
sive covers theory, pre- and
post-production, and con-
cludes with a final screening for
family and friends.
Evenings from 6:30-9:30 p.m.,
Dates: July 16 — Aug. 3 for
entering grades 9-12.
Phone: (510) 647-2972
www.berkeleyrep.org/summer-
intensive

Performing Academy offers a
variety of 3-week production
camps & 1-week camps for stu-
dents aged 3.5-22 in Lafayette
and Pleasant Hill. All experi-
ence levels welcome.

www.PerformingAcademy.com

Phone: (925) 385-0354

Sewnow! Fashion T}
Design (Lafayette)

Have a blast, learn to design, sew,
and illustrate like a pro and walk
away with unique personalized
fashion items. Camps include
fashionkit patterns and digital
instructions, fabrics, notions,
custom embroidery, and partic-
ipation in our end-of-summer
fashion show. One-week half-day
camps for juniors (second and
third grade), kids, and teens.
Dates: June - August

Phone: (925) 283-7396

Www.sewnow.com

The Art Room
(Lafayette)

Week-long morning and after-
noon summer camps. Artists
will immerse themselves in
three-dimensional work and
gain experience with sketch-
ing, drawing, pastels, canvas
painting, silk painting, ceram-
ics, and creating collaborative
artwork.

Dates: June-August
Phone: (925) 299-1515

www.theart-room.com

Town Hall Education Summer
Camps & Classes (Lafayette)

Town Hall Education is gee

back for the Summer ad
offering a variety of half day
and full day camps for Pre-K-
5th Graders, and production
opportunities for Middle

and High Schoolers. Titles
include: Seussical Kids, Magic
Treehouse, Bye Bye Birdie and
Rozencrantz and Guildenstern
are Dead.

www.TownHallTheatre.com

ACADEMIC/LANGUAGE/SCIENCE

Lamorinda School of Musical Saklan School
Arts (Orinda) (Moraga)

Amazing Math Classes
(Moraga)

Weeklong sessions taught by
experienced, funny teachers
through the Moraga Parks and
Recreation Department. Sessions
include elementary school math
and science, sports and statistics,
algebra |, high school geometry,
and algebra Il. Contact head
teacher Michael Adler or Moraga
Parks and Rec Department. In-
dividual or small group tutoring
also available.
Email: m.adler@sbcglobal.net
Phone: (925) 888-7036

Www.moraga.ca.us

L

Joyful music classes where
children as young as 4 years
old can learn to sing and play
the piano. Grammy Award
winner Xiomara Di Maio is the
director. She also teaches at
Stanley Middle School. She is
well known for her creative
approach and playful way of
teaching children.

Dates: August

Phone: (925) 878-5159
xiomydma@gmail.com

J

.

Summer @ Saklan provides cul-
ture, language and summer fun
forages 3-11. Mornings on cam-
pus are filled with enrichment

in Mandarin, French, Japanese,
Spanish and Italian. Afternoons
are packed with summer fun,
including field trips, swimming,
art & music. Three-week sessions
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Full or half
days, with extended care available.
Dates: June 11 - Aug. 10

Phone: (925) 376-7900
www.saklan.org

Spanish Immersion Summer
Camps with Viva el Espaiiol

(Lafayette)

Learn or improve Spanish
language skills through games,
music, arts & crafts, science
projects and cooking. During
each week-long camp students
learn vocabulary related to

a specific kid-friendly theme
such as Wondrous Outdoors

at the Reservoir or Mission
Impossible.

Phone: (925) 962-9177
www.vivaelespanol.org

This program, intended to be
both fun and educational, is
designed to reinforce previous
math concepts, while introduc-
ing future ones. Manipulatives
and interactive problem solving
will be a part of each session.
Groups of no more than nine
students and will meet four
times over the summer - led by
Mr. Lorie, a JM math teacher.

Dates: various dates and times
www.lorietutors.squarespace.com

Summer Bridge Math
(Moraga)

The Writing Studio - Camp Young Writers (Lafayette)

Summer camps at The Writing Studio provide both classroom
writing instruction and one-on-one sessions for grades 3-12. Writers
step into a world of storytelling and essay-based expository writing,
developing strong writing skills in the process.

Dates: June 18-July 6 and July 16-Aug. 10

Phone: (925) 385-0211
www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

EXPLORE THE WORLD OF ART THIS SUMMER!

* Sketching, drawing,
silk painting, ceramics
* A variety of media and projects

pastels, canvas painting,

» Students connect to the world around them
* Focus on endangered species, glaciers, and

life on land and under the sea
* Three-dimensional work

June 12- Aug 25 | Week-long camps
Morning: 9-noon | Afternoon: 2-5 | Full Day: 9-5 | $250 per week*
91 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette | 925-299-1515 | theart-room.com

*(cost for morning or afternoon, not both)

925-377-0977
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FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP
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INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDO HIGH SCHOOL
GRADES 4 — 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 9 thru July 20 (M -F) TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.

FEES: $400 (T-shirt included)

REGISTRATION: www.cougarcamps.com
925/280-3950 x-5163, kmacy@auhsdschools.org

Amazing Summer Math Camps

- The Wide World of Sports Statistics
Play sports and calculate your statistics
- Conquer Common Core Math
Clarify/review current year's math and prepare for the next
- Classes to Attack Algebra
Prepare for all levels of algebra from pre-algebra to
algebra II through games, art and humorous lectures
- Get a Jump on Geometry:
A fun, hands on class for high school students

=+ |N@Ming — These classes might trick students
into believing that math is fun *+**

If you have further questions feel free to
contact Michael at m.adler@sbcglobal.net

Classes taught by teacher & experienced
math instructor, Michael Adler

To enroll contact the Moraga Parks and
Rec. Department at www.moraga.ca.us
or call (925) 888-7036

Want a great tutor
who is fun?
Individual/small group
summer or year round
tutoring available
m.adler@sbcglobal.ne

Michael Adler

Wiva &
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S'Pamsh Immetsion Camps

* \Week-long day camps

* Choose from a variety of kid-friendly themes

% Camps include games, arts & crafts,
science, music, cooking and more!

% Option for half or full day, with before and
after care

* Expenenced dynamic teachers

Several camps include fieldtrips to the Lafayette Reservoir!

www.vivaelespanol.org « 925-962-9177
Lafayette * Pleasanton « Mill Valley « And schools all over the Bay Area

TaE SEVEN HIiLLS ScHOOL
Walnut Creek

The Dorris-Eaton School

San Ramon & Alamo

Activities:

Call us Today
Schedule a Camp Tour

Half and Full Day Programs for Preschool Age

Swimming Music Crafts Drama Climbing Sports Hiking
Horseback Riding Dance Story Telling Games Enrichment

Staffed by Preschool Teachers

SI0ZT SANVO HINNNS
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Half Day Camp
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TOWN HALL THEATRE COMPANY
EDUCATION

LN
gUMMERCér? 3
PRESCHOGEEMROUGH

HIGHISEHOOL

925.283.1557

3535 SCHOOL ST, LAFAYETTE, CA

@ TOWNHALLTHEATRE.COM

925-377-0977

LEARN TO ROW!

Oakland Strokes Summer Rowing Camps
Boys and Girls Ages 12-17
One Week Introductory Sessions at San Pablo Reservoir

and the Oakland Estuary (8:30am - 11:30am). No experience
necessary!

San Pablo Reservoir Sessions | Oakland Estuary Sessions

* June 11-15 e July 9-13
* June 18-22 e July 16-20
* June 25-29 e July 23-27

e July 30-Aug 3

* Intermediate sessions available to athletes who have completed a prior one week
introductory session or our middle school program.

Ideal for students entering 9th or 10th grade!

Learn More & Sign Up at www.oaklandstrokes.org

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Half-Day SUMMER CAMPS 2018

DONS Youth Football
Academy (Lafayette)

Artemis Rowing
e
(Oakland) s:d

Artemis Learn to Row camp
held at the Jack London Aquat-
ic Center introduces rowing to
6th through 12th graders. No
experience necessary. Cost:
Beginner — $275 Experi-
enced-Beginner — $250

Dates: One week sessions start-
ing June 11

Phone: (510) 542-9673
registrar@artemisrowingclub.org
www.artemisrowingclub.org

.

J

SPORTS

Cougar Youth Football Camp
(Moraga) see
The Cougar Youth Football ad
Camp directed by Head Coach
Kevin Macy for grades 4-8
is held at Campolindo High
School. Cost is $400 with all
equipment including T-shirt
supplied. Registration forms
online.

Dates: July 9-20 (Monday -
Friday, 1:30to 5 p.m.)

kmacy@auhsdschools.org
www.campofootball.com

\ J
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The Dons Youth Football Acad-
emy will be staffed by current
Acalanes High School Football
coaches as well as a full comple-
ment of experienced high school
and college players and a certi-
fied trainer and will teach funda-
mentals, develop skills, and help
kids with the transition to tackle
football in a fun, fast-paced, and
non-contact environment.
Camp Dates July 9-12

5th - 8th Grade 1-4 p.m.

9th Grade 6-9 p.m.
www.acalanesdonsfootball.com

J

Offering the finest and most
modern method of tennis
instruction, the camp is over-
seen by formally world ranked
player Hunter Gallaway with
instructors trained to assist

all students in learning basic
stroke fundamentals. Offering
morning and afternoon clinics
for Hot Shots (5-9) Juniors (10-
13 and High School (14-16).
Dates: June 4 - Aug. 24

Phone (925) 937-2582
www.lafayettetennis.com

\

Lafayette Tennis Club LMYA Swim
(Lafayette) (Lafayette)

LMYA Swim Team’s Gutter
Guppy Program focuses on
teaching stroke technique

to our youngest swimmers,
preparing them for the swim
team experience in a fun, low-
key environment. Evaluations
held June 4th & 7th, 5:30pm at
Acalanes High School.

Register by 6/10.

www.lmyaswim.com

Miramonte Swim Club (MSC)
(Orinda)

Registration is now ad

open for our 2018

Summer Swim Team, Spring
Stroke Clinics, and Junior Gator
Learn-to-Swim program. No
club membership is required

in order to participate. The
summer team practices in the
afternoons at

Miramonte High School.

www.mscgators.org

Oakland Strokes (San Pablo

Reservoir or Oakland Estuar
The Oakland Strokes see

. ad
summer program is a
half-day summer camp open
to any child sixth through 12th
grade. The program is a “learn
to row” program, focused on
taking kids from never rowing,
to being proficient, and teach-
ing the basics and includes
conditioning.
Dates: Various one-week ses-
sions starting June 11.

Email: oaklandstrokes@gmail.com
www.oaklandstrokes.org
|

The Randy Bennett al

Day Camps held at Saint
Mary’s McKeon Pavilion are a
great way for boys and girls
ages 4-13 to receive top-class
instruction on every aspect
of the game. Throughout the
week Coach Bennett will lead
instruction on every aspect of
the game. Morning and after-
noon options available.
Dates: mid-June through
mid-July

smcmensbasketballcamps.com
|- >

Sherman Swim a4

(Lafayette) i
Sherman Swim School is a family
business which has taught swim-
ming to over 39,000 students
and has produced numerous
diving champions. The combi-
nation of one-on-one instruction
with patient, encouraging teach-
ers, and extremely comfortable
water (90-92 degrees), creates an
ideal learning environment.
Sessions are 3-4 weeks long.
Dates: T-Th or M-W-F schedules
possible.
Phone: (925) 283-2100
www.shermanswim.com

ArTEMIS RowIiNG

LEearx To Row Camps
BEGINNER AND ADVANCED BEGINNER
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=i V5 JuRE 12-16*
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BOYS & GIRLS
IDEAL FOR GR. 8§-10

ULY I7-21
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Pre-Register at ShermanSwim.com

- Since I2§I

* Private Swim Lessons
*1,2 or'sdays per week
* Classes in 92° Water .
¢ Diving Lessons

¢ Parties that make a splash! ™ =

votact laworie by

Thank you

Advertisers!

Lamorinda
Weekly.

Did we miss your
favorite camp?

On May 16 we will list all camps

and classes.
Call (925) 377-0977 or email
wendy(@lamorindaweekly.com.

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp
listings are not paid advertising. Our in-
tent is to provide a useful reference guide.
In the event we have inadvertently printed
misinformation, please let us know. LW is
not liable for errors or omissions.

Sherman swim SCHooL

SEMINOW!  Fashion Design &

fasrion siudo  Sewing Camps

Miramonte Swim Club

Lamorinda Youth Recreational Swim Team

e Fall & Spring Swim Clinics for all levels

SUMMER CAMPS 2018

e Summer Public Youth Swim Team for ages 4-18

Kids & Teens - Beginner to Advanced - Half or Full Day - REGISTER NOW!

Learn to design like a pro, sew your own fashions, and make new friends!
Design and make your own unique fashion items to model in the fashion show: totes, shorts, and all new
FashionKit projects! Extra full day options this year! Teens, Kids, and Juniors (2nd/3rd grade)

e Summer Learn to Swim Program (Junior Gators)
* No Membership Required

¢ Afternoon Practices
For more information email, call, or visit: www.sewnow.com

faiseer SO '.|l

* Practices and competes at Miramonte High School

» Experienced and dedicated Coaching Staff

Registration for
Spring and Summer

can be found on
www.mscgators.org

T
sewnow! 3534 GoldeJn Gate Way, Lafayette (925) 283-396 info@sewﬁow.com
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Half-Day SUMMER CAMPS 2018

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS
Build a Peace Village Moraga Valley Presbyterian Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
(Orinda) Church (Moraga) ¥ Church (Lafayette)
Orinda Community Church and Oar you ready for a “Rockin’ .3'_‘- Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus
Mindful Littles host JAMM (Joy, River Adventure?” Jump into an Gear up for an adventure! At
Art, Music and Meditation!) action-packed week of white Vacation Bible Camp this year,
Camp June 11-15 from 9:30- water thrills! With campfire we will anchor kids in the truth
12:30 for kids ages 4 through songs, backpackin’snacks, that Jesus carries us through
rising fifth graders. $100 per rockin’recreation and more, life's storms through songs,
camper. Sibling discounts avail- we'll learn to run the rapids stories, games, experiments,
able. To register visit orind- of life with God. 9 am - Noon. and more.
acommunitychurch.org. Then Must be 4 (by June 1) through For 4-year-olds through com-
click Youth and Children - Sum- entering 5th grade. pleted fourth graders.
mer programs. Free for middle Dates: June 18-22 Dates: June 11-15, afternoon
and high school volunteers. Cost: $75; $95 (May 1-JuneT) Phone: (925) 283-8722 x234
Email: ryan@LOPC.org

Phone: (925) 254-4906 www.mvpctoday.org www.LOPC.org
The VBS Summer Sports Camp, July 16-20 for grades 1-5. Cost $50
Fun activities, music, crafts and much more. 9-12 a.m.
Phone: (925) 376-3550 www.willowspringchurch.com

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

CAMP YOUNG
WRITERS

e Classroom instruction and
individual sessions

e Fun and exciting writing projects

e Tools to improve fluency and sentence structure

e Grades 3-12

e Three and four-week sessions

The Writing Studio

3249 Mt. Diablo Court, Suite 101-A, Lafayette

(925) 385-0211 www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

VARIETY Y
 ROCKIN
-'
School (Concord) WY| Summer Camps (Lafayette) Summer Camps (Moraga)
Whether your child is looking Art, soccer, cheerleading, Check out the variety of
for educational, enrichment or cooking, dance, science, camps offered through the
sports programs this summer, engineering, LEGOs, tennis, Moraga Parks and Recreation
Carondelet High School has Critters-N-Clay, music, robot- Department for 2018. Featuring:
it alll Our co-ed programs for ics, basketball, carpentry, flag Moraga Day Camp (Formerly Vacation Bible School
stgdents ages 7-17 include: football, g}/mna.stics, chess ant.:i Camp Hac.ienda?), Brickst.l Kidz, June 1.8-22.
Middle School Classes; Sports more! Registration Begins April Techsplosion, Little Medical
Clinics for Girls; Tech & Coding 9th. School, Coding Camp, Incrediflix, 9:00 am - Noon
Courses; a Girls Leadership Dates: various dates and times Kindercool, Skyhawks Sports, Oar you ready for VBS 2018?! It's gonna be a Rockin’ River
camp, and more. Registration available. Math, Speech, Debate, and more! Adventure — Running the Rapids of Life with God! Get ready for an
is open now Registration is open now. action-packed week full of white water thrills! We'll sing campfire
Phone: (925) 284-2232 songs, munch on backpackin’ snacks, and watch wild and crazy river
www.CarondeletHS.org/Summer www.LafayetteRec.org Phone: (925) 888-7045 skits set in a forest wilderness! With fascinating wildlife, rockin’
WWWw.moragarec.com recreation and awesome crafts our adventurers will love,
_ J \ J J this week will be big-water fun!
Children must be 4 years old through entering 5th
OK Camp is the perfect place for your first time Camp choices at Lamorinda’s own ranch camp Riitaitn s Tine
campers. Designed for 4-5 year olds, OK camp has include morning Farm Hands and Nature and
a little of everything each week- art, sports, games, Horseback Riding camps as well as afternoon pot- Regis’ter online today!
s.ongs, music, dance, and more. Plus weekly themes tery, woodshop, archery, art and gnlmals, horses mvpctodav. org
like Superhero’s, space, Fantasyland keep camp fun and more. Serving campers entering grades PreK-
all summer long! June 18 - August 10, 9 a.m.-noon 8 with select teen programming, Sienna Ranch M cossancs: o il e
offers week-long half-day camp options. 111\’] )(? Moraga CA 94556
Phone: (925) 254-2445 www.cityoforinda.org Phone: (925) 283-6311 www.siennaranch.net Y SR
. J . J
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DAY CAMP

CARONDELET

HIGH SCHOOL

Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp m rt I
Located at the Lafayette Reservoir « Ages 4-16 S u m m e r m a d e S a o

Free Transportation * Free Extended Care

Co-ed summer programs for STUDENTS AGES 7-17
Academic & enrichment programs, tech classes,
girls leadership and sports clinics!
Convenient location off 1-680 & Treat

Join us for a camp tour!
Roughingit.com 925.283.3795

HIKING WITH LLAMAS!

JuLY 17-21ST

Orion’s most popular summer camp is back!
During this camp students will geocache,
hike in the redwoods, ride horses and
yes-hike with llamas! The group will also
learn social skills, build physical stamina and
learn to adapt to new social situations. We
are excited to offer another group the
opportunity to experience this fun activity
week! A fun camp for 8th, 9th and 10th g

grade students.

Phone: 925-377-0789
n www.orionacademy.org 350 Rheem Blvd. Moraga, CA

CLASSES START JUNE 11 CarondeletHS.org/SUMMER

EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES SAMT MARY'S COLLEGE

Youth Basketball Camps

g A

REGISTER NOW Gl . D
BOYS & GIRLS FOR SPRING & SUMMER CAMPS AGES 4-14
SMCMENSBASKETBALLCAMPS.COM ¢ 925-631-8228

&




Page: BS

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

2018 National Charity League

Class honored
Submitted by Terri Konsella

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Orinda Troop 303 honors three

new Eagle Scouts
Submitted by Cathy Lambert

he Lamorinda Chapter of National

Charity League held its annual Senior
Recognition celebration honoring its 25
graduating Ticktockers. The annual celebra-
tion at The Claremont Club and Spa marked
the culmination of the NCL senior class’
service to the community. These dedicated
young women have been involved with the
mother-daughter philanthropic organization
since they were in the seventh grade, and col-
lectively volunteered more than 5,000 hours
over the past six years.

NCL’s Lamorinda Chapter supports
many local nonprofit organizations through
its mission to foster mother-daughter rela-
tionships in a philanthropic organization
committed to community service, leadership

Photo Juleen Lapporte

development and cultural experiences.

A special thank you goes to Stri Zulch
and Meagan Hagglund for co-chairing this
memorable event, as well as co-presidents
Roxy Klein and Stacy Crinks.

Members of the Class of 2018 include
from left, front row(s): Ariella Zulch, Annie
Midthun, Frankie Veverka, Rachel Brickman,
Laurel Weikert, Caitlin Goldsmith, Azalea
Kim, Sidney Vranesh, Katie Klein, Madison
McDonagh, Ryan Hagglund, Ashley Hol-
brook; middle row: Ashley Dunn, Caroline
Ricksen, Jessalyn Simon-Parker, Kathleen
Immel, Kate Marvin; and back row: Emma
Wiley, Emily Barlow, Carolyn Gagan, Erin
Neustrom, Isabella Wentzel, Anna Heckler,
Katrina Drake, Elizabeth Odell.

Lions Club recycles used glasses to
help those in third world countries

Submitted by Fred George

Lions Club International, which spon-
sors used glasses recycling and sends
used glasses to third world countries, has 12
pickup locations in the Lamorinda area. The
glasses are sent to a warehouse in Vallejo,
where they are cleaned, sorted by prescrip-
tion and then placed in envelopes for ship-
ment on the next Lions’ glasses mission
to deliver them to poor people in Central

America, South America and Africa. Lions
had 10 such missions last year to these vari-
ous countries. Moraga Lions Club member
Fred George said he personally went on one
mission to El Salvador, where 2,200 people
who could not afford glasses were outfitted
in the little town of Zacatecoluca. Eleven Li-
ons members from all over the United States
went, including three optometrists.

The pickup points in the Lamorinda area are as follows:

Lafayette:

Lamorinda Optometry, 3581 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Jeremy Ensor Optometry, 284 Lafayette Circle

Optometry Store, 958 Moraga Blvd.
Moraga:

Rheem Valley Cleaners, 568 Center Street (Rheem)
5A Rent-A-Space, 455 Moraga Road, Suite F (Rheem)

The UPS Store, 1409 Moraga Road, Suite 1

Moraga Hardware and Lumber, 1409 Moraga Way
Mechanic’s Bank (inside Safeway) 1355 Moraga Way
Moraga Optometry, 1001 Country Club Drive, Suie E
Professional Eyecare, 1030 Country Club Drive, Suite A

Orinda
Optometrists, 20 Orinda Way

Orinda Association offices below Orinda Library

Local student named California National
Geographic State Bee semifinalist

Submitted by Jill Marek

Lafayette sixth-grader Ben Marek was
notified by the National Geographic
Society that he is one of the semifinalists
eligible to compete in the 2018 California
National Geographic State Bee. The contest
will be held April 6 at Cal State University,
Fresno.

At the school Bees this year, students
had to answer questions like these: The Ap-
palachian Mountains run through which

state—Georgia or Mississippi? (A: Geor-
gia); and The North Platte and South Platte
Rivers meet in which state—New Mexico or
Nebraska? (A: Nebraska).

This is the second level of the National
Geographic Bee competition, which is now
in its 30th year. School Bees were held in
schools with fourth- through eighth-grade
students throughout the state to determine
each school champion. School champions
then took a qualifying test, which they sub-
mitted to the National Geographic Society.
The National Geographic Society has in-
vited up to 100 of the top-scoring students
in each of the 50 states, the District of Co-
lumbia, Department of Defense Dependents
Schools and U.S. territories to compete in
the State Bees.

Visit www.natgeobee.org for more infor-
mation on the National Geographic Bee.

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some
of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information
about their activities. Submissions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with
the subject header In Service to the Community.

Photos provided

iyl Y L

The Challenger flag is returned to Troop 514 on Dec. 18, 1986 by astronaut Guy Bluford (sec-
ond from right) in a formal ceremony at Falcon Air Force Base, Colo.

Boy Scout Troop 303 in Orinda inducted
three new Eagle Scouts — Liam Glynn,
Evan Draeger and Walker Lambert — at an
Eagle Court of Honor March 17 at St. Ste-
phens Church in Orinda. To earn this highest
advancement rank in Scouting, Scouts must
fulfill requirements in the areas of leader-
ship, service, and outdoor skills, complete at
least 21 merit badges and organize and lead
a service project benefiting his community.
These three Miramonte High School seniors
joined the less than 4 percent of all scouts
who achieve Eagle Rank.

For his Eagle Scout project, Glynn refur-
bished a stairway and railing at Orinda Oaks
Park. The project included 12 Scouts who
contributed over 160 volunteer hours and
included planning, materials sourcing, bud-
geting, city approvals, excavating 31 steps
over a 70-linear-foot area, prepping the area
and reinstalling new steps/dirt, and sanding/
painting related handrails. The project im-
proved safety and accessibility to the park,
while educating the young Scouts about con-
struction, restoration through hands on learn-
ing.

Draeger planned and built a 16-foot by
4-foot footbridge over Wagner Creek in the
Wagner Ranch Nature Area. The project in-
volved 17 Scouts and 184 volunteer hours.
Work included bridge design, site prepara-
tion, staining, bridge assembly, and final
installation of the bridge and railings. It pro-
vided the Scout volunteers the opportunity
to learn how to paint and use a variety of
tools. This ADA-compliant bridge provides
year-round access to historically-important
parts of the Nature Area. It also affords, for
the first time, equal access to mobility-chal-
lenged individuals.

Lambert designed and directed the in-
stallation of an automated irrigation system
with a water efficient, solar-sync controller
for the garden beds at his former elementary
school, Wagner Ranch for his Eagle service
project. This project included 19 Scouts and
178 volunteer hours spent digging 350 feet

of 12- to 18-inch-deep trenches, connect-
ing, laying and burying irrigation pipes and
elbows, and attaching fittings and drip lines
for eight beds and planting areas. This proj-
ect will allow the garden beds, used for math
and science lessons for grades K-5, to grow
and flourish year-round while greatly reduc-
ing teacher and parent volunteer time spent
watering.

Among the special guests in attendance
at this Eagle Court of Honor were Orinda’s
Vice Mayor Inga Miller, who presented each
Scout with a proclamation declaring a special
day to be designated in their honor and Steve
Adams, committee chair from Boys Scout
Troop 514 in Monument, Colo. Adams be-
gan the celebration with a presentation about
the history of “United States Space Shuttle
Challenger Flag” which he brought with him
from Colorado. This flag was originally or-
dered by William Tolbert for his Troop from
the Valley Forge Flag Company who had ar-
ranged for the flag to be flown briefly over
the United States Capitol building in Wash-
ington, on Jan. 25, 1985. It was submitted to
the NASA Johnson Space Center by the 2d
Space Wing, for flight on a space shuttle. On
Jan. 28, 1986, it was carried in the “official
flight kit” of the Challenger space shuttle on
its last flight. It was sealed in plastic and
was next to some souvenir medallions being
flown by one of the astronauts. As the Chal-
lenger wreckage was brought up from the
bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, rescuers found
this flag, still in its sealed plastic bag, intact
and completely unscathed. The souvenir me-
dallions had melted into a single lump.

Troop 514 is still in possession of the
Challenger flag. They continue to display it
for certain special public events and Eagle
Courts of Honor. This special flag was used
in the opening and closing of the Eagle Court
with the presentation and retiring of the col-
ors by Troop 303 Color Guard: Malcolm
Tom, Graham Berger, Aidan Young, Alex
Meckes and Nicolai Bell.

Fifth-grader takes 2nd in Spelling Bee

Nadia Mujaddidi,
fifth grader at Del
Rey Elementary
School in Orinda,
took second place
at the countywide
spelling bee on
March 24.

Photo provided
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THT offers special event with flavorful food - and a fun

www.lamorindaweekly.com

behind-the-scenes tour

By Sophie Braccini

;l

Town Hall Theatre in Lafay-
ette will become the conduit
between Jane Austen and food
this month when curious patrons
explore how Jane Austen’s “Sense
and Sensibility” is brought to life
by the local theater’s team, while

tasting local delicious food along
the way. The unique two-hour
event will also take participants
back to the early 20th century, 100
years after “Sense and Sensibility”
was written, when Town Hall was
first built, becoming the first meet-

925-377-0977

Suzie Shepard, left, and Lauren McCabe Herpich get ready for a food adventure at Town Hall Theatre.

Photo Sophie Braccini

ing place in the budding enclave.
The idea to bring Local Food
Adventures to Town Hall Theatre
was sparked from a conversa-
tion between Lafayette entrepre-
neur Lauren McCabe Herpich and
THT’s Suzie Shepard. Herpich, a

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Lafayette resident, started leading
food tours four years ago, first in
Rockridge, then in different Oak-
land and Berkeley neighborhoods,
and now in Lafayette. Her desire
is to enhance people’s curiosity
about their communities by indulg-
ing in their sense of taste. Shepard
saw an opportunity to celebrate the
creativity of women, focusing on
writer Jane Austen, theater director
Susan Evans, restaurant manager
Laura Magu of Réve Bistro, entre-
preneurs Linda Hofmeister and Su-
san Rossi of Hofssi chocolate, and
more.

The result is an eclectic, enter-
taining, educational and delicious
evening that will take participants
through the history of THT, from
its erection in 1914 as a town hall
for community gatherings to be-
coming a theater in 1947, and its
importance today. After indulging
in different foods by Réve Bistro
and drinks by the Lamorinda Wine
Growers Association, that eve-
ning’s explorers will go backstage
to see some of the secret ingredi-
ents behind THT’s next main stage
production, “Sense and Sensibil-
ity.”

Shepard says that Manag-
ing Director Dennis Markam was

Page: B9

somewhat apprehensive at first
about letting prospective future
audience members in on some of
the secrets of a coming production.
Creating a show, and fabricating the
illusion of reality on stage for a few
hours, requires a lot of technique
and know-how. People will be able
to access the mechanical room and
explore some of the machinery, talk
to the costume designer and learn
the tricks used to create realistic
costumes that sometimes have to
come off and on very quickly. They
will also engage in a conversation
with Susan Evans, THT’s artistic
director who will direct this last
show of the season, and learn about
the vision of the novel she is bring-
ing to the stage.

Other goodies will be offered
along the way such as learning the
proper way to taste authentic extra
virgin olive oils and balsamic vin-
egar flavors inspired by Jane Aus-
ten’s literary work.

The April 14 tour is unique
and limited to 24 guests. Tickets
are $40 for subscribers and $45 for
non-subscribers, and are available
through the Box Office at (925)
283-1557 or online at www.town-
halltheatre.com/com-engagement/.

‘Impressionism Times 2’ at the Moraga Art Gallery

By Sophie Braccini

tion’s opening day

he Moraga Art Gallery always

showcases interesting local
artists, and once in a while, offers
the unexpected pleasure of an in-
ternational discovery. This is the
case with the current exhibition,
“Impressionism Times 2,” which

Photos Sophie Braccini
showcases local artist of French-
Canadian origin Jacqueline Proulx,
along with a friend from her past,
internationally recognized Cana-
dian artist Rita Rodrigue, for their
first Bay Area exhibition.

When Proulx and Rodrigue

were in college in Ottawa together,
one of their most influential profes-
sors introduced them to impres-
sionism. Both young women were
touched at a deep level with how
impressionism represents reality by
focusing more on transmitting the
feeling a specific scene is evoking
than on its actual physical form.
Proulx with her ceramics and Ro-
drigue with her paintings embarked
on that road during the first steps of
their artistic development.

Today, years later, the two
friends are in what Proulx call the
“Times 2” of their artistic expres-
sion, and what they are presenting
at the Moraga gallery is the differ-
ent products that started to grow in
close proximity.

Proulx lived most of her life in
Québec, and did not become a full-
time artist until she took early retire-
ment. She built her first ceramist
studio in her Montréal condo, before
purchasing a home on the beach on
the Ile d’Orléans where the artistic
community flourishes. When her son
moved to California, Proulx started
spending six months of the year
here, until she became a grandmoth-
er and decided to settle in the East
Bay for good. She says she found
at the Moraga Art Gallery an open,
friendly and supportive community
of artists where she feels at home.

She is now delighted to prac-
tice her art at the Red Ox Clay
Studio in Concord where she can
work with a gas kiln that allows

for experimentation at very high
temperatures. What she presents at
the Moraga Gallery are delicately
decorated and evocative ceramic
pieces that are true to her love of
impressionism. She recalls a recent
trip to Monet’s house in Giverny.
The extraordinary feeling of eva-
nescent yet eternal beauty coming
from nature that she felt there is
what she impresses on the clay, and
shares with others.

That path down Giverny’s
alleys is not exactly that of Ro-
drigue. Earlier year’s work of the
renowned artist where still imbued
with impressionism, but her later
work as presented at the gallery has
evolved toward abstraction.

Rodrigue is one of those few
artists who have been able to live
off their art from the start. She has a
solid group of followers-collectors
all over the world who appreciate
and invest in her creations. The
pieces presented at the gallery are
striking and evocative mixed me-
dia conceptions. Each piece evokes
a 3D totem, presenting different
layers of photography, drawings,
and plastic material. The visual ef-
fect plays with reflections, drawing
the eye of spectators from a general
vision of the piece to exploring the
details of the intricate creation. Ro-
drigue says of her works that the
image is transformed from the sec-
ond to the third dimension — from
the temporal to the atemporal.

Rodrigue has been featured

Painting by Rita Rodrigue

in solo and collective exibitions
numerous times in Canada, and
abroad at the Museum of Modern
Art in Seoul, South Korea, at the
Fremantle Museum Arts Centre in
Australia, and at the Galerie Art-
Tournelle in Paris, France, as well
as the Gallery La Aduana in Bar-
ranquilla, Colombia.

The show, which also includes
the gallery’s 13 member artists
and several guest artists, runs un-
til June 2. The gallery is located in
the Rheem Shopping Center, at 522
Center Street, Moraga. Its hours are
Wednesday through Sunday from
noon to 5 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit www.moragaartgallery.
com.

Local moms run for a good cause

Submitted by Laura Liu and Jamiel Liu

Front, from left: Jennifer Xu, Hanbin Liu, Mengzhi Hu, Peiying Lo, Jin Yang, and Lan Yu; back: Juan Cen-OIse

Hou, Ye Liu, Alice Zhang, Helen Li, Yan Heim, and Ada Ling.

Qgroup of 13 Lamorinda
oms participated in the
March 25 Oakland Running Fes-

tival. This time, however, it was
for good reason.

It began when Yan Heim pro-
posed the idea to two friends,
Helen Li and Ye Liu, about fun-
draising for CALICO, the non-
profit Child Abuse, Listening,

o 1
n, Liyan

Photo provided
Interviewing, and Coordina-
tion center dealing with victims
of child abuse, located in San
Leandro (of which Heim is a
board member). Li and Liu were

touched by Heim’s passion for
the abused children and decided
that they wanted to do something
to help.

Since all three women be-
longed to a local fitness group,
they decided to form a running
team and participate in the fes-
tival. Their goal? Raise $5,000
for CALICO. They made an an-
nouncement through social me-
dia and the responses the trio re-
ceived were overwhelming. Two
weeks from the day of the race,
they had already reached their ini-
tial goal of $5,000. People from
the local community, their friends
and colleagues in both the States
and China, poured out their sup-
port through pledges and dona-
tions. As the captain of the team,
Liu decided to raise the goal to
$8,000, an amount surpassed
soon after. The goal was then
raised again to $10,000. Just be-
fore day of the race, they reached
their goal. However, it didn’t stop
there: on the day of the race, just

over $12,500 had been raised.
During the endeavor, seven
other women joined the team.
Soon after, three more women
joined the team. Collectively, they
reached out to about 4,000 peo-
ple. They participated in all the
events: a few of them ran the 5K,
others a half marathon, and four
in the full marathon relay. One of
the moms, Alice Zhang, even got
her teenage son to volunteer for
CALICO on the day of event.
According to Liu, “All of us
were determined to run with the
best of our abilities because we
believe people will respond bet-
ter when you put forth your best
effort.” Running with a cause is
such a rewarding experience for
us, like what another team mem-
ber, who is the Champion of this
fund raising effort, Juan Chen-
Olsen said, “You are not just run-
ning to challenge yourself, but
you are running to shed light into
another’s life! We are all togeth-
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Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

GIRIND/A

Community Church

Sesiing God, Loving Othars.
Caring for the Warkd

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

dly

Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others,
and Serve the World

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Where all are welcome, nobedy is perfect,
and anything is possible with God.

* Sunday Worship 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Programs for all ages

e .
* Guest Speakers & Workshops
LOP( * 5o much morel Connect with us todayl

49 Knox Drive* Lafayette, CA * (925) 283-8722 = LOPC.org * #LOPC

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212
Sunday Service and Sunday School 10-11 am

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F11-4;Satll -2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

ALL ARE WELCOME
Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm

h |

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church

imvpe

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

ﬁT. PERPETUA CATl.-il.OLIC COMMUNITY
|

celebrating our faith « enriching our community « sharing our gifts

Join us
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m., :30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
School for 1K - 8 grade
Faith Formation for children and adults

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org
=

8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m.
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

Sunday Sacrament Service
at 10AM

Scripture Study &
Youth Programs

3776 Via Granada, Moraga

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Everyone welcome!

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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ART

“Darker Shades of Red” provides
a rare opportunity to revisit the Cold
War Era through the exploration of
the Soviet Union’s official imagery
through May 20 at the Saint Mary’s
College Museum of Art. The collec-
tion of 55 posters reveals the eco-
nomic, social and political ideology
of the Soviet Union during the Cold
War. The Museum is open Wednes-
day through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Free. www.stmarys-ca.edu/museum

Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery pres-
ents “Bio-Genesis” - Jill Taffet and
Judith White Marcellini through
April 7. New work by Taffet and
White Marcellini explores the in-
tersection of art and science. Their
curiosity extends to the moment
of creation and consciousness, and
results in work that asks questions,
and entertains. Immerse yourself in
the projections and moving imagery
of Taffet’s hand-drawn cel anima-
tion. View with wonder the detailed
paper sculptures of White Marcel-
lini’s creatures inspired by the Cam-
brian Explosion.

12th Annual Arts Ambassadors
Exhibit, celebrating music and
artwork from Orinda students. The
Exhibition will run through April 15
at the Orinda Library Art Gallery,
with a reception from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. on April 12. Gallery is open for
viewing artworks while mixing and
mingling with the arts ambassadors.

MUSIC

University of California Alumni
Chorus and Chamber Chorus pres-
ents Voices of Change II; We Must
Have a Dream - A program com-
memorating the life and leadership
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on the
50th anniversary of his assassina-
tion at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 4 in
Hertz Hall, UC Berkeley campus.
Featured works are Undine Smith
Moore ‘s Scenes From the Life of a
Martyr with narration by Noah Grif-
fin, and the premiere of a new com-
missioned work by Paul Ayres with
text from a sermon by Dr. King.
Tickets: $20 - $15 - $10 at Brown
Paper Tickets (brownpapertickets.
com), or at the door. www.ucac.net

PoetryMusic: Where Words and
Music Meet at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 11 in the Orinda Library
Auditorium. Join us for a delight-
ful meeting of music and poetry
ranging from Shakespeare to Rob-
ert Frost and Maya Angelou. The
chamber jazz duo PoetryMusic
combines poetry, exquisite music
and visual images for a truly unique
multi-media experience.

Treat yourself to a lively concert
of up-tempo numbers, dance tunes,
and instrumental jazz soloists un-
der the direction of maestro John
Maltester. Saint Mary’s Jazz Band
concert at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 13
at the Soda Center Claeys Lounge,
1928 Saint Mary’s Road, Moraga.
Open to the public- tickets $5.

Pacific Chamber Orchestra direc-
tor Lawrence Kohl presents “Ameri-
can Radio Hour” starting at 7:30 p.m.
on April 21 at the Lafayette Orinda
Presbyterian Church 49 Knox, Lafay-
ette and at 2 p.m. on April 22 at the
Bankhead Theatre 2100 First Street,
Livermore. You will be the live studio
audience for Scott Joplin’s delight-
ful rag-time hit “The Entertainer”;
George Gershwin’s sweet “Lullaby
for Strings”; Charles Ives’ amus-
ing “Three Short Pieces” and Aaron
Copland’s masterful “Appalachian
Spring”. Tickets are $10 - $59 and
for both locations may be purchased
through the PCO website: Pacific-
ChamberOrchestra.org.

Voci Concerts Celebrate the Ele-
ments at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 15 at
St. Mary Magdalen Church, 2005
Berryman Street, Berkeley and at 2
p.m. on April 21 at St Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, 114 Montecito Avenue,
Oakland. The concert will feature
beautiful and dramatic choral mu-
sic about Earth, Air, Fire and Water
from the 19th, 20th and 21st centu-
ries. Tickets: $25 at the door, $20
advance, $15 students, free for chil-

dren 6 to 12. Available at the door or
online at www.vocisings.org.

The Founder’s Day Concert cel-
ebrates the anniversary of the
creation by Rosamond Davis of
the Contra Costa Performing Arts
Society (CCPAS; www.ccpas.org)
in 1974. This free concert features
10 different groups of performers
and covers the spectrum of musical
styles from classical, jazz, modern,
and new compositions by members
of the CCPAS. The concert will
be held from 7 to 8 p.m. Saturday,
April 21 in the Sanctuary of Grace
Presbyterian Church, 2100 Tice
Valley Boulevard, Walnut Creek.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre History Guid-
ed by Local Food Adventures:
The Powerful Jane Austen and The
Women Behind Town Hall from 4
to 6 p.m. Wednesday, April 14 at the
Town Hall Theatre Company, 3535
School Street, Lafayette. Tickets:
$40 Town Hall Theatre subscribers;
$45 non-subscribers. Box office:
(925) 283-1557; www.townhallthe-
atre.com

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Bay Area Kids’ Book Fair — East
Bay Edition from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday, April 8. Free event with
authors, illustrators, publishers,
booksellers, educational programs,
toys, comics, games and commer-
cial vendors. Meet and greet Peter
Rabbit, Geronimo Stilton and The
Cat in the Hat. Storytelling, free
Legos play and free arts activities at
Acalanes High School, 1200 Pleas-
ant Hill Rd., Lafayette. Free admis-
sion parking. www.BayAreaKids-
BookFair.com

Helping Your Teen Navigate Dif-
ficult Decisions from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 10 in the Acalanes
High School Library. Choosing be-
tween two or three colleges? Then
this talk is right for you. Help teens
feel more prepared to make that fi-
nal college decision by learning a
new way to think about making dif-
ficult choices and the trade-offs that
often accompany them. The experts
from Decide LLC will walk through
a final-college-decision case study
to impart their method for making
difficult decisions that can help stu-
dents move forward with clarity and
confidence. Free. Register at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/navigating-
difficult-decisions-with-your-teen-
tickets-44167272501

Engender Playgroup for gender
variant kids and their parents. Join
us for a spring activity and playtime
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 28 in Orinda. For lo-
cation, please email Sandra at san-
dra@engendernow.org. For more
information about the Engender or-
ganization, visit Engendernow.org.

OTHER

Find your best friend at Commu-
nity Concern for Cats’ adoption
event from 1 to 4 p.m., April 7 and
8. Locations are Pet Food Express
in Lafayette and Pleasant Hill, and
Petco in Walnut Creek. For more
information, see www.community-
concernforcats.org.

Sarah Jones, Earthquake Consul-
tant will discuss, “Preparation for
the Big One” from 7-9 p.m. on Mon-
day, April 9 at the April meeting of
the Stroke Support Group of Contra
Costa County held in the Ball Audi-
torium at John Muir Medical Center
- Walnut Creek Campus (1601 Ygna-
cio Valley Road). After the program,
attendees will break up into three
coping groups: stroke survivors with-
out aphasia, stroke survivors with
aphasia, and caregivers and families
of stroke survivors -- each group led
by a trained professional. For further
information contact Ann Dzuna at
925-376-6218. Meetings are free and
open to the public.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on April 11
at the Hacienda de las Flores, La
Sala Building, 2100 Donald Drive,
Moraga. Schedule an appoint-
ment at Red Cross (sponsor code:

townofmoraga) or call 800-RED
CROSS (800-733-2767). Contact
Kelly Clancy or (925) 888-7040 for
more information.

Giorgio Tavechhio, a Campo grad
who is a kicker for the Oakland
Raiders, will be the special guest
speaker at the Moraga Valley Presby-
terian Church Men’s Dinner at 5:30
p.m. Wednesday, April 11 at the Saint
Mary’s College Soda Center. Tickets
are $25 via www.mvpctoday.org and
must be purchased by April 4.

Do you wonder what is appropri-
ate to wear at your age? Or, if you
should let your hair grow its natu-
ral gray color? Learning a few age
defying secrets can help you master
a flawless image. Join owner of La-
fayette Beauty and Certified Image
Consultant, Carrie LaShell, for an
interactive class and discussion on
all the questions you may have on
looking your best whether you’re 30
or 75! The class will be held from
6:30 to 8 p.m. on April 12 at La-
fayette Beauty 3606 Mount Diablo
Blvd in Lafayette. Cost: $29 plus
receive a $15 gift card to Lafayette
Beauty the night of the class. Call
or email to reserve your spot. Space
is limited. (925) 284-8600, carrie@
suchsavvystyle.com

The Lamorinda Arts Council
(LAC) announces that tickets are
on sale for the Third Annual Lam-
orinda ShortDocs Film Fest, which
takes place at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
April 15 at the Lafayette Library
Community Hall. Tickets are $10
online in advance, and will be $15
at the door.

Creative Aging: A Workshop in
Renewal through Creativity at
10:30 a.m. Monday, April 16 in the
Orinda Library Garden Room. Join
us for a highly interactive experience
that will help you access your cre-
ativity and open the way to greater
awareness and satisfaction. Present-
ed by Keith Torgan of Green Golly.

Grand reopening celebration at
Sanctuaire Spa in Lafayette (for-
merly Marilyn Monroe Spa) from 4
to 8 p.m. on April 18 at 3589 Mt.
Dlablo Blvd., Lafayette. Explore
the spacious 2,000-square-foot spa
equipped with a relaxation lounge,
sauna and steam rooms, single and
couple treatment rooms, a hair and
blow dry salon, and pedicure and
manicure room. The first 70 at-
tendees will receive a free swag bag
from Jan Marini Skin Research.

Moraga Valley Presbyterian
Church invites you to “Remem-
ber, Renew and Refill—a Journey
Through Grief,” a workshop and
luncheon to honor our lost loved
ones from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturday, April 21. The event is
free to high school and adult par-
ticipants, however please RSVP by
April 18 online at mvpctoday.org or
by calling Colleen Giovanni: (925)
376-4800 x285. 10 Moraga Valley
Lane, Moraga.

The annual Wine and Dine tour
will be happening this year from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, May
1 in and around Theatre Square in
Orinda. The very fun event includes
sampling foods from new and long
standing restaurants, a free glass
of wine from the Lamorinda Wine
Growers Association, live music
with Lamorinda Idols, Sunjams,
school groups and more. Tickets
are $40 at OrindaChamber.org, or,
to support Orinda schools at Orin-
daEFO.org.

Area residents who own clas-
sic cars are invited to participate
in the 11th annual Moraga Classic
Car Show, which takes place from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 12
as part of the 2018 Moraga Com-
munity Faire. The $35 registration
fee includes an entry ribbon, lunch
for two, a commemorative photo,
and a chance for owners to display
their restoration work to the public.
Prizes will be awarded. The regis-
tration deadline is May 2, but space
is limited to 70 cars, so register ear-
ly to secure a spot. To register, go to
www.moragachamber.org/faire or,
call Gloria at (925) 247-4473.

... continued on next page
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Virtual Reality and Dogs at the Orinda Theatre

By Derek Zemrak

P 5

Ready Player One

e g

Image provided

he film “Ready Player One” starts out with

the great Van Halen song, “Jump,” playing
in the background. What’s not to like when a
movie gets you rocking at the beginning?

EMN-<MP Mm-<03

Based on the bestseller science fiction novel
from 2011 by Ernest Cline, “Ready Player One”

is directed by Oscar winner Steven Spielberg.
Set in 2045, with the world in chaos and nearing

collapse, people find escape in a virtual reality
universe called the Oasis. This world was cre-

ated by a brilliant and eccentric individual by
the name of James Halliday, who is portrayed by
Oscar winner Mark Rylance (“Bridge of Spies”).

When Halliday passes away he leaves his fortune
to the first person to find the hidden digital Easter
egg located somewhere in the Oasis.

“Ready Player One” is an entertaining film
that pays homage to many Hollywood classics

such as “Back to the Future” (yes, there is a De-
Lorean in the movie), “King Kong,” “The Shin-

ing” and many more. As with any virtual reality
video game there is so much to see. This movie
should be seen on the biggest screen possible.

It is good to see Spielberg get back to the genre
that made him successful.

“Ready Player One” is rated PG-13 for se-
quences of sci-fi action violence, bloody im-

ages, some suggestive material, partial nudity

i

Isle of Dogs

Image provided

and language. It has a total running time of 2
hours and 20 minutes. Yes, a bit long to be in
the Oasis.

“Isle of Dogs” is a stop-motion animated
film from director Wes Anderson. As with previ-
ous Anderson films, like “Moonrise Kingdom”
(2010) and “The Royal Tenenbaums” (2001),
“Isle of Dogs” has that same quirky comedy
style. The stop motion animation has the same
feel as Anderson’s 2009 Oscar-nominated film
“Fantastic Mr. Fox.”

This time around the movie takes place in
the future and is set in the city of Megasaki,
Japan where Mayor Kobayashi has ruled that
dogs can no longer live in the city limits and
must all be transported to Trash Island. Arika, a
12-year-old boy, is determined to save his dog,
Spots. He travels to Trash Island and befriends
a pack of dogs to assist him in locating Spots.

I truly enjoyed this film, but Anderson’s
style is not for everyone. There is a lot of Japa-
nese in the movie, but Anderson chooses not to
add subtitles, which adds to the film’s quirki-
ness.

“Isle of Dogs” is rated PG-13 for thematic
elements and violent images and has a total run-
ning time of 1 hour and 41 minutes. This movie
is not for little kids.
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Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ¢ Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Consultations
FREE Hearing Screenings

and now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling, *LAWORINDJ\
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA AUDIOLOGY

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

Hearing Aid Evaluations
uo1109101d Bulieay sueloisni
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR LIC. BETIZA

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
LIE. BETI2E

Service Clubs Announcements

Breakfast, Friday mornings at 7:00 am
ey ) _’_,r “=._ at The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, Mt.

f.‘,'.'.a. LAM"—'“' MDA SUNRISE Digblo Blvd, Lafayette. Check us out at
L 123 Rotary www.lamorindasunrise.com or email
Friendys, Fan, Service Above Self 5 gt lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

April 13

Four Russian women and local Rotarian

Dick Burkhalter with U.S. Activist Sharon Club Assembly

Tennison, President of the Center for
Citizens Initiatives, to forge a constructive
relationship with the Soviet Union.

April hath put a Spirit of Youth in Everything. Willian Shakespeare

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

April 5: April 12:
Carol Louisell Perry Shusta
Cancer Support Community Towing and Recovery

www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-Ca-197392963631366
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The 2018 Moraga Community
Faire & Car Show will be held
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
May 12 at the town’s Rheem Valley
Shopping Center - offering a won-
derful opportunity for a “family fun
day”. Kid’s Zone activities include
pony rides, climbing wall, bounce
house and basketball shoots. Grab a
quick lunch at the food trucks, relax
with a glass of local wine or beer
and check out the over 70 amazing
classic cars. Introduce yourself to
over 50 local artists, business and
organizations. Live entertainment
will be presented all afternoon from
the Saint Mary’s Jazz Band to local
Battle of the Bands winners. For
more information, visit www.mor-
agachamber.org/faire.

POLITICAL GATHERINGS

Lamorinda Republican Women
Federated monthly luncheon from
10:15 to 1:30 p.m. on April 19 at the
Orinda Country Club. The speaker
is Timothy Donnelly, who is a Re-
publican Candidate running in the
primary for Congressional District
8. He has served as an assemblyman
in the California State Assembly
and has written for Breitbart. Cost
of event: luncheon and speaker $31;
speaker only $15; speaker only stu-
dent discount $5.

SENIORS

Creative Aging: A Workshop in
Renewal through Creativity at
10:30 a.m. Monday, April 16 in the
Orinda Library Garden Room. Join
us for a highly interactive experi-
ence that will help you access your
creativity and open the way to great-
er awareness and satisfaction.

GARDEN

The Walnut Creek Garden Club
meeting will begin at 9:45 am.
Monday, April 9 at Heather Farm,
1540 Marchbanks Road, Walnut
Creek. “Fifty Years in the Nursery
Business and I Still Love to Smell
the Roses!” Buzz Bertolero is well
known in the community as the for-
mer owner of Navlets Nurseries.
We invite you to attend a meeting.
Questions: mslittle44@gmail.com

Lafayette Garden Club April
meeting from 9:45 a.m. to noon
on April 12 at Lafayette Veteran’s
Building located at 3780 Mt. Dia-
blo Blvd., Lafayette. Program: Aes-
thetic Pruning of Japanese Maples,
featuring speaker Yuki Nora, who
will share her extensive expertise
about how best to care for these
beautiful trees. The Japanese maple,
when pruned well, has an essence of
grace and elegance. www.lafayette-
gardenclub.com

Montelindo Garden Club March
Meeting (third Friday of every
month, September through May)
will be at 9 a.m. Friday, April 20 at
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 66
St. Stephens Drive, Orinda. Presen-
tation: The History of Mt. Diablo
and its Open Space Preservation by
Seth Adams, the Land Conserva-
tion Director at Save Mount Diablo.
Since 1988, Adams has contributed
to SMD’s growth into a major force
for conservation in the East Bay.
Everyone is welcome.

The Lafayette Garden Club will
hold its first garden tour in many
years from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 12, at a series of five
unique, private gardens in Lamor-
inda. The tour, Artful Gardens, also
will include a pop-up market and
a plant sale. The tour can give you
good ideas of what you might want
to do in your garden, to learn about
new plants, and to have a fun day out
with friends and family. The pop-up
market, which will be located at one
of the gardens, will offer a wide se-
lection from local artisans featuring
jewelry, ceramics, botanical art and
specialty food items. The plant sale
will include specimens propagated
by club members. Tickets cost $40
or $35 each when four or more are
purchased. lafayettegardenclub.com
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Rathy Hillis Wood

Kathy Hillis Wood
passed away on March
12, 2018 surrounded
by her family in her
home in Orinda,
California from a
six-month battle with
lung cancer. Kathy
touched many lives
in her 74 years and
will be missed and
remembered by all.

Kathy was the eldest child of Fair and Charles “Chuck”
Phipps of The Dalles, Oregon. Born on March 4, 1944 in
Chicago, Illinois, she grew up in The Dalles, was a member
of the high school National Honor Society and Homecoming
Queen. She spent summers filled always with friends and family
at her family’s summer cottage on the beach in Neskowin,
Oregon.

She married Allen Michael “Mike” Hillis in 1966, and lived
in Bend, Oregon, where they reared their two children, Heidi
and Greg. She married J. Roger Wood in 2005 and became step
mother to Roger’s children Heather, Whitney and Derrick. She
graduated from the University of Oregon in 1966 with a BA in
French and was a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority
where she made life-long friendships.

Kathy met the love of her life, Roger Wood, 1997, and they
were married in 2005. After retiring from Wells Fargo Bank
and moving to Orinda, Kathy assumed perhaps her favorite
role: that of grandmother to her seven grandchildren from
her two children and Roger’s three children. Whether Kathy
was going to the farmer’s market or to a glamorous evening
party, she always looked beautiful. With a strong sense of self,
unwavering confidence and a gracious caring, she nurtured
many friendships in Oregon, Utah and California.

Kathy is survived by her husband Roger, her sister Gayle
Meredith (Ralph), her two children, Heidi Hillis-Koerber
(Damien), Greg Hillis, and three step-children, Heather Wall
(Tyler), Whitney Wood and Derrick Wood (Kirsten). And her
much-loved grandchildren: Max, Sam, Ashley, Parker, Luke,
Connor, and Sadie.

Our family wishes to thank our dear friends who have
provided food, love and support. A Celebration of Life was held
in Orinda, California March 31st.
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Tis the season for this delightful, delicious dessert

By Susie Iventosch

wa

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Angel food cake with strawberries and white chocolate mousse filling

925-377-0977

Photo Susie lventosch

Cooking Term of the Week

Clarified Butter

Clarified butter is butter made clear by heating and removing the milk solid sediment and
the water from the melted butter, leaving only the pure butterfat behind. The reason for
clarified butter is to remove the solids, which can burn or smoke, and the water which
boils at a lower temperature and causes splattering when heated.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Angel food cake is one of those des-
serts that pairs perfectly with fruit,
and since strawberry season is coming up
soon, I decided to try this cake with a fill-
ing of white chocolate mousse and fresh
strawberries. It was a great choice, as it
turned out! It wasn’t a trivial project, how-
ever, because I tested three different cakes
to see which was best. At first, I just used
the regular old Betty Crocker Angel Food
Cake box mix, which is my old standby.
Betty’s is always good, and so easy to
make. In fact, I usually have one in the
pantry in case of emergencies. But, I got
an itch to make one from scratch, and a
friend sent me her recipe, which was re-
ally delicious, and only marginally more
difficult to make. This recipe calls for 10-
12 egg whites, or the equivalent of 1%
cup of egg whites. This cake had a better
flavor than the box mix, which you might
expect, but was not quite as tall or airy.
Still, the texture was just perfect for the
mousse filling and strawberries.

Next, I tried making the same recipe,
but with liquid egg whites from a carton,
thinking this would be an easy alternative.
This cake was clearly inferior from the get
go. The egg whites never really reached
stiff peaks, even once the cream of tartar

Angel Food Cake with White Chocolate Mousse and fresh strawberries

INGREDIENTS

Wednesday, April 4, 2018

and all of the sugar was added, and the
cake didn’t rise nearly as much. It also
lacked volume and flavor. While liquid
egg whites are fine for breakfast, I don’t
suggest using them in an angel food cake!

As seasonal fruits become available,
be sure to try this with your favorite ber-
ries or stone fruits, too!

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If you would
like to share your favorite recipe with Susie
please contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977.

1 cup plus 2 Tbsp. sifted cake flour

1% cups sugar, divided

1 3% cups egg whites (10-12), at room temperature
Ya tsp. salt

1 Va tsp. cream of tartar

1 tsp. vanilla

Va tsp. almond extract

1 recipe White Chocolate Mousse (recipe below)

1 pint fresh strawberries, leaves removed and
thinly sliced

1 recipe bittersweet chocolate sauce and/or 1 cup
of fresh strawberry puree (recipes below)

DIRECTIONS

In a medium bowl, mix together sifted cake flour with
4 cup of the granulated sugar. Set aside. In a large
bowl combine egg whites, cream of tartar and salt.
Beat on high speed of an electric mixer until soft peaks
form. Slowly add remaining 1 cup sugar, 2 Tbsp. at a
time, beating well after each addition. The egg whites
will become shiny and very fluffy and stiff at this point.
Stir in vanilla and almond flavorings. Gently, fold flour
into the batter, % cup at a time. Carefully mix, but do
not beat.

Pour batter out into an ungreased 9- or 10-inch
removable bottom tube pan and bake at 375 F 30-35
minutes for a 10-inch pan, or 35-40 minutes for a 9-inch
pan. The cake will turn golden-brown and a bit crackly
on top and will spring back when touched. Remove
from oven and cool in pan, upside down for 30 minutes
to an hour. (The points on the top of the tube pan are
designed for resting the cake upside down, but if you
don't have that kind of pan, simply invert it over a nice
heavy wine bottle.) Once cooled, carefully slide a knife
around the edges of the pan to loosen cake and re-
move from pan. Then slide the knife between the cake
and the bottom of the pan and all around the tube

part of the pan. Remove cake from pan entirely. Rest
on cooling rack. When ready to fill, cut cake in thirds,
horizontally for filling.

White Chocolate Mousse

INGREDIENTS
2 egg whites, at room temperature
Va tsp. cream of tartar
6 Tbsp. extra fine granulated sugar
1 cup heavy cream
Optional: Whipped cream stabilizer (*see notes at
end of recipe)
6 ounces white chocolate (Baker’s packages this
kind of chocolate, but be careful to not get the
white, vanilla chips, but rather the white chocolate
bar.)

' teaspoon vanilla extract

DIRECTIONS

In a large metal or glass bowl, beat egg whites with
cream of tartar until soft peaks form. Slowly add sugar,
and continue to beat until shiny and stiff meringue
peaks form. Set aside.

Melt white chocolate in a sauce pan or the microwave.
Cool to room temperature.

Beat heavy cream until stiff peaks form. Slowly fold
cooled white chocolate into whipped cream. Gently stir
in vanilla. Then fold whipped cream mixture into me-
ringue mixture. Cover and chill until ready to fill cake.

To Assemble Cake:

Remove angel food cake from the pan entirely, tube
and all, and orient the cake with the widest part at the
bottom or upside down. Then slice it into 3 equal layers
horizontally. Remove the first two layers and set them
aside. Place first layer on your cake plate. Spread 1/3 of
the filling on top of the bottom layer, and place thinly
sliced strawberries over the entire layer. Place second

layer on top of strawberries and repeat the process
ending with the top layer of cake. Reserve final third of
mousse for garnish. Dust the top of the cake with sifted
powdered sugar and decorate with fresh flowers in the
cavity. Serve with a spoonful of reserved white choco-
late mousse and either or both bittersweet chocolate
sauce and/or strawberry purée.

Bittersweet Chocolate Sauce
INGREDIENTS
1 cup of bittersweet chocolate chips
1/4-1/3 cup water
2 Thsp. agave syrup
2 tsp. vanilla extract

DIRECTIONS

Place chocolate chips in a small sauce pot. Add water,
agave and vanilla. Heat over medium heat until all is
melted. Bring to a boil and stir until well-incorporated.
Remove from heat.

Strawberry Purée

Remove stems from 1 pint of fresh strawberries and
wash berries. Place in a food processor and purée. Add
a dash of sugar if berries are not very sweet.

NOTE* When using whipped cream in desserts it is a good
idea to add a stabilizer if you want the cream to hold up
for any length of time. If you plan to serve the cake within
a few hours, no need to worry about this, but whipped
cream begins to wilt or weep after several hours. However,
with the addition of a stabilizer, it will hold up for days. |
used a powdered stabilizer that | purchased at a cake dec-
orating supply store for a wedding cake | made a couple
of years ago, but you can also use bloomed plain gelatin
to stabilize the whipped cream. Here is a link that illus-
trates how to do that: https://ourbestbites.com/2015/11/
how-tomake-stabilized-whipped-cream/.

How well is your high school preparing your student for college success?

By Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

e all know that seats in the fresh-

man classes at the University of
California campuses are in more demand
than ever. We have one of the best and
most selective state university systems in
the U.S. Parents deserve to know if their
local high schools will effectively pre-
pare their children for admission to one
or more of its university campuses. They
deserve to know that information quickly
and easily. This article explains where to
find some of the most basic information
for your high school.

Admissions are more competitive
than ever, partly because there are more
competitive applicants than ever before.
According to EdSource, a nonpartisan,
nonprofit resource on K-12 and higher
education in California, there has been a
massive increase in the numbers and per-
centages of students meeting A-G Course-
work requirements needed for admission
to the University of California and Cali-
fornia State University systems (https://
www.ucop.edu/agguide/a-g-require-
ments/). Over the last five years EdSource
reports that the number of A-G eligible
applicants has increased by 28 percent.

Fulfilling A-G requirements is just a
start to building a strong academic pro-
file for college admissions, but it helps to
know if your local public and private high
schools have had success in guiding stu-
dents to complete these minimal require-

ments. To learn how to use School Dash-
board and find out how your high school
performs on this measure of college readi-
ness, read on!

Last month, the California Depart-
ment of Education launched a School
Dashboard. The Dashboard is intended
to present parents and policy makers with
more and better measures of educational
quality in a user-friendly format. The
Dashboard placed College and Career
Preparation front and center as a measure
for all students. But it did not make A-G
information easy to find. This is a major
flaw in the system, considering how UC
and CSU campuses are among the target
schools for many college-bound students
and their families. This article is intended
to help you find that information for your
high school, or high schools you may be
researching for your student.

First, go to California School Dash-
board Home Page (https://www.cas-
chooldashboard.org/#/Home). Enter the
name of your school, and then press the
‘Search’ button. After you see your search
results, choose your school. You’ll come
to a home page with four tabs (Equity Re-
port, Status and Change Report, Detailed
Report and Student Group Report). Now
here’s the tricky part. You must take a dif-
ferent path to find out how well your high
school prepares its students to meet the
required A-G requirements.

Click the tab ‘Detailed Report.” You’ll
see a one-year purple color graph on the
right that tells you what percentage of
the Class of 2016 was “prepared” or “ap-
proaching prepared” for college. High
numbers sound nice, but they tell you
nothing about meeting A-G requirements.

Now click a link below that table on
the right and you’ll go to a page that will
take you to the real story (https://www.
cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/). Choose College/
Career Indicator Reports and Data, enter
the name of your high school again, select
it and you will find those measures. Mea-
sure E gives you the number and percent-
age of students who completed courses
that met the A-G requirements — you have
to scroll down the page a bit to get to Mea-
sure E, but it is there!

I wish that this information had been at
the very front of the School Dashboard for
you (and for me) to find. I also wish that
I did not need three detailed paragraphs to
explain how to help you to find it.

It’s important to know that our schools
might be good in other measures, and also
where there is room for improvement.
This type of information along with pa-
rental pressure leads schools to offer pro-
grams that improve student achievements
and graduation rates.

To learn more about how to build a
comprehensive academic and extracur-
ricular profile that goes well beyond A-G

requirements and make your student not
only eligible, but competitive, read more
about the top 10 factors that impact col-
lege admissions decisions at http://www.
doingcollege.com/resources/top-ten-fac-
tors-influencing-college-admissions/.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD, brings decades of
admissions expertise to personally guide
each student through applying to well-
matched colleges, making each step more
manageable and less stressful. She has
placed hundreds of students in the most
prestigious colleges and universities in the
U.S. Reach her at (925) 385-0562 (office)
or (925) 330-8801 (mobile), or online at
www.doingcollege.com  or Elizabeth@
doingcollege.com.
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Strong season starts for Lamorinda volleyball

By Jon Kingdon

With 12 seniors and juniors
on the roster, one would
think that Acalanes would be
perceived as a very experienced
team. Not quite, according to
head coach Mason Mulvaney:
“We are pretty mature but we only
start one senior, a freshman (Aus-
tin Kinnear), a sophomore (Niko-
lai Heffernan) and the rest of the
starters are juniors so we are in a
bit of a transition year.” With a
6-3 record so far, it’s a transition
most teams would welcome.

The Dons have had to battle
through a number of distractions
early in the season. With the bas-
ketball team making the playofts,
access to the gym was limited.
Says Mulvaney: “It’s been a little
bit of a process. We have had a lot
of injuries and sickness. It’s only
been the last two weeks where ev-
eryone has been available.”

Mulvaney has come to appre-
ciate the willingness of his team
to fill in and do what is necessary
for the good of the team: “Co-
lin Kerbach has moved to setter
when starting setter Raymond Ko
went down with a wrist injury.
Kinnear, who played on a national
championship club team, has also
played setter and outside, doing
whatever has been needed. It’s
been a great group that has been
able to step up and fill the voids.”

The strength of Acalanes
would be their offense and hitting,
taking advantage of their size and
blocking at the net.

Mulvaney is looking for
more consistency in general and
improvement in their receiving
service and specifically in pass-
ing: “With Kerbach our only re-
turning starter, we’ve played up
and down. I am looking for the
consistency to build towards the
playoffs so we will have to main-
tain a level of focus and improve
internally.”

With so many changes on the
team, Mulvaney has come to rely
on his two team captains, juniors
Kerbach, a three-year starter and
Alex Franke, a second-year play-
er. Says Mulvaney: “Kerbach is
my floor captain. He is the most
experienced player on the team, a
leader on and off the court. Fran-
ke brings a great attitude to the
court. He is a very skilled, attack-
ing player who is very positive
and competitive.”

The defense is led by junior
Lane Altbaum, starting for the
first time though it is the fourth
year an Altbaum is the team’s
libero with Lane replacing his
brother Brad who was the starter

Austin Kinnear (Acalanes)

the last three years. Junior Ethan
Brown is an outside hitter that
Mulvaney starts in the back to
take advantage of his passing and
his ability to swing from the back
TOW.

Coming off an undefeated
league season, Mulvaney is opti-
mistic about the upcoming league
season but is looking for more
success in the post-season play-
offs.

With Campolindo coming off
a successful 2017 season (31-
4) losing to Saratoga in the state
tournament, most coaches would
have concerns with losing so
many graduating seniors. Not so
for head coach David Chan. Chan
only lost four players from last
year’s team and in his plan to not
be caught short through gradu-
ation, has five sophomores and
freshman along with 10 seniors
and juniors on this year’s team.

With a 14-4 record this sea-
son, team chemistry remains a
strength, according to Chan: “The
returning players are searching
for their place in the program’s
history. They want to leave their
mark alongside the other teams
that have passed through the pro-
gram. We are learning about the
new players toughness and com-
petitive drive.”

Chan has put an emphasis on
the team coming together: “With
the addition of five new players,
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three being freshmen, we have to
build a trust and bond with one
another. This comes with battling
alongside each other day in and
day out.”

Leading the offense has been
seniors Ryan Nagle and Grant
Larsen. Also stepping up are two
freshman, Ben Blakely and Jer-
emy Enriquez. Says Chan: “Ben
and Jeremy have an aggressive,
competitive nature and are accli-
mating to the varsity scene. Still
we always emphasize balance and
distribution to make sure every-
one plays their role on the team.”

With such a veteran team,
there is no one strong, vocal lead-
er, which is a bit of a concern for
Chan: “Since we may lack vocal
leadership, we are strengthening
our nonverbal communication
skills and maintain consistent,
positive body language. Credit
goes to the seniors as they are
helping to guide the group as they
search for their own leadership
styles.”

The Cougar defense is still a
work in progress. Chan appre-
ciates how important the libero
position is and is still looking for
someone to step up and take over
that position: “We want our play-
ers to continue to compete for this
role and the player who ultimately
gets it will be the most driven and
gritty competitor. We are not the
biggest team so we will need to
play some suffocating defense to
give us a better chance to be suc-
cessful.”

Returning after a hiatus from
coaching, head coach Manoa
Koepka brings over 10 years of
coaching experience to his first
year at Miramonte. Coming off a
disappointing 2017 season (2-15),
Koepka is not looking back: “Last
year’s record does not matter to
me. My goal is to build a culture
among my players of giving 100
percent in everything they do.
It can be tough but I believe the
players are really coming along.”

Having been hired only two
weeks prior to tryouts and unable
to attend any tournaments or jam-
borees has initially set back the
Matadors but Koepka remains op-
timistic: “We’re behind the curve
regarding playing time but every
time we play, we get better. We
have a number of experienced and
inexperienced players. What they
all have in common is a fantastic
and positive attitude, with every-
one giving their best effort at ev-
ery practice and game.”

With this team, leadership
among the players is crucial. Set-
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ter Wesley Ishizu and outside hit-
ter Nick Luckenbach both bring
a lot of experience from playing
club volleyball. Says Koepka:
“Their experience gives them the
ability to help our more inexpe-
rienced players. It is like having
a couple of extra coaches on the
court at all times.”

Leading the time in kills are
Luckenbach and middle Evan
Karrie-Kivel. Daniel Lucas and
Spencer Lang are improving with
each game. Faran Sami has been
effective from the service line and
Chris Huang has stepped up his
game in hitting and serving. All
the talent in the world will not
work if there isn’t a setter to put
the ball in the right spot. Says
Koepka: “I can’t say enough
about Ishizu’s setting and running
the offense. Our hitters have re-
ally started to take advantage of
his ability to set away from block-

The Matadors defense is led
by libero Ethan Luckenbach.
Says Koepka appreciatively: “He
is one of the best liberos I’ve ever
coached, not only from a skill
perspective but he is also very
cerebral about the game. David
Deng is also playing very tough
defense.” Koepka is looking for-
ward to the return of Jon Holo-
betz who has missed the last two
weeks due to injury.

Working out the kinks in a
so far winless season has not set
back his team, says Koepka: “The
varsity and the JV teams have a
really great spirit. They always
have something positive to say
and they want their teammates to
succeed. It has really made the
season fun so far. I am excited to
see the boys continue their learn-
ing throughout the season.”

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa
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Concussion protocols instituted to save damage to brains

By John T. Miller

hile an aging generation

of athletes once joked
about “seeing stars,” or “having
their bell rung,” the current gen-
eration is becoming more aware
of long-term damage as a result
of concussions and taking extra
precautions to avoid them.

A proliferation of sports med-
icine classes at the high school
level, and a new set of protocols
for recovery from a concussion
have heightened awareness and
safety nets around the injury, es-
pecially at the high school level.

Dr. Robert Mooney, a long-
time Saranap resident who toiled
in Kaiser Permanent’s emergency
departments for 30 years before
joining Stat Med Urgent Care
in Lafayette, says, “The goal is
to get the athlete back to school
and their sport as quickly and as
safely as they can get there.

“The thinking on concussions
has changed dramatically,” says
Mooney. “At Kaiser, | saw many
patients with concussions and it
struck me that these patients had
nowhere to go to seek relief from
their symptoms.”

In his efforts to develop a
concussion program after joining
Stat Med, Mooney studied online
through the University of Pitts-
burgh, where the book and movie
“Concussion” was based. In the
movie, and in real life, findings
from slides of the brain of Pitts-
burgh Steelers Hall of Fame
center “Iron Mike” Webster re-
sembled patterns of Alzheimer’s
disease and punch drunk boxers.

“Over the last 20 years, some
of the best literature has come out
of the University of Pittsburgh,”
says Mooney, “and the proce-
dures on how to treat concus-
sions has changed drastically.”

Currently, the California In-
terscholastic Federation has in-
stituted protocols for recovery
that sports teams in the state
must follow. A student must first
complete a five-stage recovery
program called the Return to
Learn Protocol, which prescribes
guidelines for home, school, and
physical activities. Mooney not-
ed that it might take up to three
weeks for a student to return to
the classroom.
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The student must next com-
plete a Return to Play Protocol,
with a certified athletic trainer,
physician, or identified concus-
sion monitor (a coach or athletic
director, for example), initialing

Submit stories to

each stage. Before beginning
the protocol, the student-athlete
must experience at least two
symptom-free days.

A Chicago Tribune article
cited studies by David Hovda,
the director of the UCLA Brain
Injury Research Center, who said
that a concussion sparks a bio-
chemical energy crisis at the cel-
lular level that begins when the
brain, traumatized by a collision,
causes its cells to leak potassium
and absorb calcium.

Tests on animals have found
that a concussion causes calcium
to enter the cells and gum up the
mitochondria, which are mini-
power plants that create energy
for the cells. This causes prob-
lems because the cells need extra
energy to reclaim the potassium
they lost.

Hovda said most people need
at least one to two weeks to re-
cover from a concussion, though
a “miserable minority” can take
months. Brains that have not
healed completely are liable to be
damaged further with repeated
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concussions, worsening the cel-
lular energy crisis.

“If enough calcium comes in,
it overrides the cell’s ability to
get rid of it, and the cell decides
it’s time to die,” said Hovda.

This can cause the organ to
atrophy and shrink, leading to
symptoms of dementia as found
in Webster’s brain.

In addition to CIF-sponsored
sports, Mooney sees many con-
cussions from snowboarding,
skating and skateboarding, due
to the unforgiving surfaces in-
volved. One local high school
student is recovering from a slip
in the shower.

Soccer players record the
most cases of concussions, ac-
cording to Mooney, but that is
related to the high number of
participants in the sport. He also
admits that many cases may go
unreported.

He generally recommends no
medications for patients recover-
ing from a concussion, as well as
avoidance of alcohol or marijua-
na.
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Music for your Club or Private
Party. Ragtime, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, Klezmer. Single Act or Band.
Eliot Kenin — 800- 965-1302

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Apartment Wanted

Small 2 Bedroom In-law
or apartment needed
for my daughter & friend.

Will be attending St. Mary’s

in the fall. Ready to move in

now. (925) 895-6825

Collectibles

Buy or sell collectibles
Call or Text
925-435-3492

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Rototilling

Z=:  Ken’s Rototilling
¢ : « 4 W/D Tractors

« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Haul Your Junk Away

925-435-3492
Call or Text Don

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

HANDYMAN SERVICE
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
' Please call Carlos Toledo
¥ 925-872-0422

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded
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Raiders kicker Tavecchio to speak at MVPC Men’s Group Dinner, April 11

By Jon Kingdon

he Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church
will be holding their Men’s Dinner fea-
turing guest speaker Giorgio Tavecchio, the
placekicker for the Oakland Raiders, April

Photo provided

11 at the Saint Mary’s Soda Center. Recep-
tion starts at 5:30 p.m. with dinner to follow.
According to Bratton, “This is the first
dinner open to the public and we are hoping

in the future to hold them twice a year.”

Tavecchio, a graduate of Campolindo
High School and the University of California
at Berkeley, has been a paragon of persis-
tence. After Cal, in 2012, as Tavecchio was
hoping to kick for any team in the NFL, he
took an optimistic perspective: “I don’t know
what the future has in store, all I know is that
[ 'have been so blessed to have these opportu-
nities. [ just want to do my absolute best and
grow as much as possible.”

From 2012 to 2017, Tavecchio went
through training camps with the San Francis-
co 49ers, the Green Bay Packers, the Detroit
Lions and with the Oakland Raiders exclu-
sively in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017. When
the Raiders kicker Sebastian Janikowski suf-
fered a season ending injury, Tavecchio was
finally activated to an NFL roster. Intimidat-
ed? Hardly. In his first game with the Raid-
ers, Tavecchio went 4 for 4, including two 52-
yard field goals and was chosen AFC Special
Teams Player of the Week. With Janikowski
since released by the Raiders, for the first time
in his career, it’s Tavecchio’s job to lose.

Mike Ahr, a former punter at California
and a member of the church, was Tavec-
chio’s coach in high school when as a sopho-
more, he decided to try his hand (or foot) at
football. Ahr attributes Tavecchio’s success
to his attitude: “Going from soccer was easy
for him. He believed in himself and worked
hard to be ready when the opportunity pre-
sented. I have never saw him as anything
but happy.”

Ahr has maintained contact with Tavec-
chio throughout his long journey to the NFL:
“We talked about it several times. I told him
that the window was still open and at some
point, it’s going to close so he should keep
trying and give it his all as long as there was
an opportunity.”

It should be an enlightening evening lis-
tening to Tavecchio share how he was able
to keep his eye on the prize and reach his
ultimate goal after so many years of trying.
Tickets, which are $25 per person, must be
purchased by April 4. For information, con-
tact Bob Bratton, the Director of Adult Min-
istries.

Bay Area Blitz 5th/6th grade Bay
City Spring tournament champions

Submitted by Rhodora Del Rosario

Back row, from left: coach Brian Frechman, Kalli Crowder, Zakara Cooper, Jazlyn Alcantar, Addi
Ames, Shayna Chan, Dulci Vail, coach Mark Del Rosario; front row: KK Lacanlale, Jadee Salva-
dor, Ella Del Rosario, Sophie Chinn and Natalie Frechman.

he 5th Grade AAU Bay Area Blitz girls

basketball team were dominant in win-
ning the Bay City Spring Tipoff tournament
held the weekend of March 24 in Pacifica.

The girls went undefeated, beating
Southern California’s No. 2 ranked SJV, as
well as S. California Wolfpacks and Bay
Area Prime team.

Lafayette 6th graders win Next
Level Flag Football Championship

Submitted by Flavia Trento

Front row, from left: Patrick Floyd Paqu Trento Will Jones, Joey Floyd, Sava Pourldls back
row: Marshall Anderson, lan Bellanca, Aidan Scheg, Calvin Kotarba, student head coach Scott
Lombardi, Walker Smith, and Maverick Wilson. Not pictured: Orlando Sanchez.

he 6th grade team Navy completed an
undefeated season (10-0) and won the
Next Level sixth grade Flag Football Cham-
pionship. The championship game was

played at De La Salle High School on March
11. The attached photo shows the champions
after their big victory.

Submit stories and story ideas to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
(We prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide.)

LMYA Wins Bi
March Madnes
Invitational

LMYA wrapped up its basketball season with a win
in the league’s annual March Madness tournament —
the first time an LMYA team has emerged victorious
since the invitational started nearly a decade ago.
LMYA hosted the event on March 10t at Stanley
Middle School, inviting 6" grade “B” teams from
Joaquin Moraga and Orinda Intermediate schools to
compete against LMYA 6" Grade Boys teams.
Participants in the all-day community event enjoyed
a pizza lunch, contests, prizes, trophies and T-shirts
for taking part in the tournament.

LMYA Team Tournament Champions

(Front Row): Anthony Yamamoto, Henry Ross (holding MVP
trophy), Jonah Orlando, Soren Petersen. (Back Row):

Benjamin Szidon, Kabir Batra, Lucas McCaffrey, Kuimars Koopah,
Tristan Anderle, Coach Jared Petersen. (Pictured separately
top-left): Christian Davis.

www.Imyasports.com
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SHOP MORAGA

“Impressionism
Times 2”

Jacqueline Proulx  Rita Rodrique
Ceramicist Painter
Show dates, March 21st - June 2nd

522 Center 5t., Rheem Shopping Center, Moraga
www.moragaartgallery.com 925-376-5407

ORAGAARTGALLERY

S AR

Springtime
Is Paint Time
925-247-0092

MARKBELLINGHAMPAINTING.COM

Exterior & Interior Painting
Deck Refinishing
Pressure Wash Dry Rot Repair

Local Moraga Business & Resident
California Contractor License 456414
Fully insured

See our Reviews on Houzz, Nextdoor & Yelp

Unclutter
Your Life!

The Solution Is To
Store It All At 5A

Reelaim your place & have the space to live in comfort
Take advantage of our storage discounts now!

(925) 643-2026
455 Moraga Rd, Suite F
wiww. SAspace.com

35% OFF

prices good 2 months!
Is clutter making your
place tight? Store it all

Stare It Vaxraelf & Save

ureirs Fmited, prices expire 4/30/8

MORAGARETREAT
atarmalier mn osense tare
r—-—_
Residentinl Assisted Living for the elderly providimg:
assistance with bathing, dressing, toleting, mmbuolating, etc
home cooked meals and snacks
medication management
= daily housekeeping and laendry
enlértinnment iI.IIIJ “\:”"\""" I'irl,lgiilulll'\-

MORAGARETREAT.COM (9253762273

‘ RCFE LIC # 075601205 / 075601509

8.

1

Summer Horse Camps
Private Riding Site in Moraga
4 Complete Horsemanship
Programs for Riders of All Levels

y/ ROVGHING 17

DAY CAMP

roughingit.com/horse
925.283.3795

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from - Complete Auto Repair
the PostOffie) (17 = State of California
Brake, Lamp &
Smog Station [

ADJUSTING
STATION

X STAR Certified (eron:

LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

MORAGA GARDEN
CENTER '

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

Y~

The UPS Store b

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556 2005

v~ Shipping v Postal Services

v/ Copying, Finishing  + Business Services
v Printing Services v Live Scan

v’ Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Hair by Renee

Men & Women’s Hair Cut

Special $30°
Regularly $40

Call to book now: 925-376-966 |
910 Country Club Drive, Moraga

*New clients only

THE
MORAGA
BARBER SHOP

Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-7,
Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday

925-247-1101 - 1431 Moraga Way

Hours:

W

MORAGA
communITy

FAIRE & CAR SHOW

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

ViCaulouss

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moraga’s Premier Salon

HAIR STYLIST

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga
(925) 437-2076

]Bayﬂrea home
cempanions

in-home care services

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

¢ Personal Care e Light Housekeeping
* Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

¥ pe
2 B 3 Lip Wax w/
'’ | Brow Wax
& *new clients only

925.376.7222
¥ -,

508 Center Street, Mor:
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center,

Studio E

Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes. Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you g1
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga

(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

Watch for Love
Lafayette April 18

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Envolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and
small businesses.

Moraga
(925) 388-1040
www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

Q{ﬁeem Valley

Pet S hioppe

Pet Food & Supplies

Rheem Valley Center 386 Fark Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturdzay 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundzay 11a.m.to5 p.m.

o~ | E

PROFESS/ONAL E YECARE F P
o P T E
Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, 0.D. T O Z
¢ Comprehensive Vision Testing LPED
* Eye Disease Diagnosis PECFD

¢ Specialty Contact Lens Care
« Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A
Moraga -« (925)376-2020

EDFCZP

FELOPZD

rrrrrrrr

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on @7
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center &5zt

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small

Business ofthe Year 530 Moraga Rd. d 925“376’0692

WWW.MOragamotors.com
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Young Moraga artist launches home furnishings
line with Anthropologie

By Kara Navolio

people may wish for, but not see it as a
ealistic way to make a living. Not so for
26-year-old Bridgette Thornton of Moraga.

After years of pursuing painting as a side in-
terest, Thornton has shown it’s possible to make a
living doing what you love. Since May, four of her
paintings are being sold through the retailer An-
thropolgie as prints as part of their Art & Wall Dé-
cor Collection. In July the company reached out
to her to have some of her floral paintings convert-
ed to designs for their Home Product Line. Her
Paint and Petals collection, launching this month,
just in time for spring, is featured on duvet covers,
shower curtains, melamine dinnerware, and about
20 other products.

Thornton, who grew up in Moraga and grad-
uated from Campolindo High School in 2010, got
excited about art in an eighth-grade art class at Joa-
quin Moraga Intermediate School. It was an outlet
away from the pressures of school. After spending
two summers taking pre-college art classes at the

- : . ~ California College of Arts in Oakland, she got a
J— - " \'@‘ kL5 | taste of what attending an art school would be like.

She attended CCA after high school, but al-
though her passion was painting, she chose graphic
design as her major. “Graphic design was a path that
seemed a more direct path to employment,” stated
Thornton.

1 career as an artist is a dream that many

= MIPHOTELS ¥eiEi ‘/ . 'ii
-/ |

Moraga native and artist Bridgette Thornton. Photo Terri Riggins ... continued on page D6
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BANKER O
RESIDENTIAL RR_L!IEER'I.'E.[
IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR

HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

VLATKA BATHGATE

| Linked [T}

FOR SALE

19 Dos Posos, Orinda Offered at $2,320,000

Magnificent Waterfront Dream Home

5 et Enchanting Hansel and Gretel

Cottage w/buildable lot

www.39BarbaraRd.com

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304

925-377-0977  Wednesday, April 4, 2018

Page: D2 OUR HOMES

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 16 $725,000 $3,600,000
MORAGA 7 $775,000 $1,575,000
ORINDA 7 $850,000 $2,500,500

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3348 Carlyle Terrace, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1769 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 3-5-18

4176 Coralee Lane, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2009 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 3-2-18;
Previous Sale: $745,000, 02-28-03

28 Crest Road, $3,600,000, 7 Bdrms, 7007 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 3-1-18

905 Dewing Avenue, $725,000, 2 Bdrms, 1349 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 3-2-18

3232 Elvia Street, $1,275,000, 3 Bdrms, 2270 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 3-6-18;
Previous Sale: $830,000, 09-05-14

1668 Foothill Park Circle, $1,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 2056 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 2-28-18;
Previous Sale: $832,500, 11-21-12

1503 Huston Road, $1,000,000, 6 Bdrms, 2158 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 3-6-18;
Previous Sale: $900,000, 08-25-15

3364 Johnson Road, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1854 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 3-2-18

1205 Monticello Road, $2,137,500, S Bdrms, 2370 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 3-5-18;
Previous Sale: $1,525,000, 06-27-17

1148 Oak Hill Road, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1544 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 3-5-18

1107 Orchard Road, $1,775,000, 3 Bdrms, 2331 SqFt, 2009 YrBlt, 3-8-18;
Previous Sale: $599,000, 06-15-04

961 Reliez Station Road, $822,000, 3 Bdrms, 1419 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 3-6-18;
Previous Sale: $192,500, 07-17-87

854 Revere Road, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2382 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 2-28-18;
Previous Sale: $420,000, 02-08-90

3090 Sweetbrier Circle, $1,435,000, 3 Bdrms, 1649 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 3-8-18;
Previous Sale: $900,000, 05-21-14

3326 Vaughn Road, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1152 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 3-7-18

1002 Woodbury Road #302, $2,405,000, 3 Bdrms, 2931 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt,

2-27-18

Home Improvement
& Handyman Services

We Specialize in Small Projects

D&

Construction
Lic 827695 Class B

Any Home Repair

Garage Doors

Bath & Kitchen Remodel Countertops

General Construction Basements

Sheet Rock & Siding Dry Rot & Roof Repairs
Plumbing & Electrical Skylights

Decks
Call or Text: Shawn 925-852-9189 or

Free
Estimates

email:shawn@dandnconst.com
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DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

REAL ESTATE GROUP

DRE#01882902

WWW.DUDUM.COM

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441

RANDY 925.787.4622
DRE# 00524249/01138237

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399

DRE# 01973545

JON WOOD PROPERTIES
e - T

x

A

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384

HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105
DRE# 01474293/01435618

KAILEY GRAZIANO

925.404.4361

DRE# 01968803

LANA FITZPATRICK MARY PISCITELLI

1

925.872.4660

DRE# 01805218

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.284.1400  F: 925.284.1411

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
0: 925.937.4000  F: 925.937.4001

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
0:925.800.3510  F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD

CALL AGENT
-

BURTON VALLEY CHARMER CALL AGENT 2728 LAVENDER DRIVE, W.C.

925.464.6500  MARY PISCITELL 925.765.9095

$998,000

3 WALLABI COURT, LAFAYETTE
R :

$1,649,000

e

JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053 L. TICHENOR/S. HUTCHENS 925.285.1093  THE CHURCHILL TEAM

$1,275,000 $1,095,000

g

39 CAMINO ENCINAS, ORINDA 1824 POPLAR DRIVE,

1048 VIA ROBLE, LAFAYETTE W.C.

=

LANA FITZPATRICK SORAYA GOLESORKHI 925.808.8390

925.872.4660

2120 CARROL RD., WALNUT CREEK ~ $1,290,000 41 LA SALLE DRIVE, M

ORAGA

|

$1,325,000
[P

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384  KAILEY GRAZIANO 925.404.4361 JANET POWELL

ELUXURY

60 EAGLE ROCK WA, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

2453 PROVIDENCE COURT, W.C.
"

~ $1,445,000

925.998.4441

$899,000

925.998.4441

$1,240,000

925.876.2399

,/ Distinetive j’r///'///('»)

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

MATT McLEOD  MICHELE McKAY SHERRY HUTCHENS SORAYA GOLESORKHI TERESA ZOCCHI

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

925.482.4116

DRE# 01902466

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

925.808.8390

DRE# 01771736

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796




IN SLEEPY HOLLO

1 TAPPAN WAY - $2,850,000
+3,987 Square Feet — 5 Bedrooms -
3.5 Bathrooms

.

T

27 LA NORIA, ORINDA
(LISTED PRICE $4,750,000)

v
Do

Guat Sold

1028 DYER DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
$1,235,000
115 CORAL DRIVE, ORINDA
$1,310,115

Lomung Soon

2 MODOC ROAD, ORINDA
3305 MILDRED LANE, LAFAYETTE
865 MOUNTAIN VIEW DR, LAFAYETTE
18 CHARLES HILL CIRCLE, ORINDA
1 HEATHER LANE, ORINDA

IF YOU ARE LOOKING IN LAMORINDA,

OUR PATHS nmught be crossing.

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT

AMYROSESMITH

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959




A A H = private driveway, this beautifully maintained family home perched on a lovely
Maglcal o"ngaMchotcaRtoeadw(;EiEdEndless Vlews knoll has sweeping views of the Orinda hills; garden play, pool and an approx.
I

930 sq ft detached Barn. Move right in or update to enhance this uniquely
. phenomenal Orinda Estate. Impressively gracious, beautifully comfortable
+/- 3200 SqFt ° g gef\ls + Of;flce * 51/2 baths - and inspiring a sense of the utmost peace, this special away-from-it-all oasis
. CRES =2k is still only minutes to Orinda Village, 12 Years of top rated schools and

t tation.
An unbelievable opportunity! This enchanting, private Orinda estate on al- ransportation

most 9 acres (with probable potential to subdivide) includes a +/- 3500 sq ft OPEN: 4/15 1-4pm
5+ bed, 5+bath home, with gracious living spaces meant for gathering friends CALL FOR PRICING
and family and perfect for entertaining. Tucked off a private road and

FINDING THE RIGHT FIT
. . ' Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates
AMYROSESMITH 925123897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com

CalBRE: #01855959

W oa E& T afi




Compass Comes to
Lamorinda

We are excited to announce that we joined
Compass and will be part of the team to expand
the Compass brand in Lamorinda. Compass is a
technology-driven real estate company that has built
the first modern real estate platform. Compass is
both a brokerage of unparalleled agents but also a
tech company reinventing the space. As an innovative
residential real estate firm, Compass empowers
agents so they have more time for advising their
clients. The Company has a solutions-driven mindset
of a startup and the sophistication of a luxury brand
with a mission to help everyone find their place in
the world. To lead the industry requires the smartest
tools built by the brightest minds across engineering,
design, and strategy. Through their proprietary
platform, Compass is changing how agents and clients
navigate the process of finding or selling a home.

Founded in 2012 in New York City, Compass is
now a national and global platform with the goal
of “Compass everywhere”, reaching every major
city worldwide in the next two to three years. Since
launching in 2012, Compass aimed to simplify the
real estate process. With agents and teams serving
vibrant communities coast to coast, Compass is
now among the country’s largest owned luxury
brokerages. Compass CEO Robert Reffkin recently
announced the Company’s goal of achieving 20
percent market share in the 20 largest US cities by
2020. Growth has been fueled by raising over $775
million in capital to-date from the likes of, among
others, SoftBank and Fidelity.

While we have been very impressed by
Compass’s technology platform and unmatched in-
house marketing and transaction support services,
what sets Compass apart s its culture. The foundation
for success starts with a culture of trust, respect and a
world class support organization that allows agents to
SR PR B be better advisors, spending
: S8 time where it counts —
| representing their clients.
" We are excited to further
i share with you everything
that Compass offers and
how we can assist with your
real estate goals. We look
forward to hearing from
you.

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN

Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

COMPASS
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Young Moraga artist

... continued from page D1
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“But then with the lingering effects of the eco-
nomic problems of 2008-10, I saw that even the
safe bet didn’t ensure a job anymore. So I decided
to throw all my eggs in one basket and switched
my major to what I loved: painting and drawing.”
She sold her first paintings as a college student,
but a career as an artist was still a dream.

During her college internships in the fashion
industry, Thornton got the opportunity to see
how art can work in the business world. She saw
how a painting could be used to design textiles,
and one of her own designs went into production.
After college she worked at BCBG, an advertising
agency in Los Angeles, and furthered her knowl-
edge about how the creative arts can be used in
business. Meanwhile, she continued painting on
the side and submitting her work.

After two years of submitting her work to
Serena & Lily, an interior decorating site that sells
original art works, she was accepted and sold her
first painting on their site in 2016.

By September she was ready to make art her
full-time profession. She moved back to Moraga,
and once again, threw all her eggs in one basket,
renting a studio in Berkeley to paint full time.

When asked about her success as an artist,
Thornton explained, “Some people think you are

born with a talent, but I disagree. It's something
you have to put tons of work into. I enjoy the pro-
cess of investing that time, instead of focusing on
the end product. I read Malcolm Gladwell’s “Out-
liers: The Story of Success,” and I agree with the
concept that it takes 10,000 hours to be really good
at something” Thornton is well on her way to her
10,000 hours, as she spends 10-12 hours almost
every day at her workshop at Maker’s Workspace
in Berkeley where she paints her floral canvases
with acrylics and gouache (an opaque watercol-
or). She also believes in keeping her energy in
the right mindset, as she explains, “I live life with
an abundance mindset and staying positive.” She
uses a vision board as inspiration; there she posts
images of others’ work she admires and where she
wants her career to go. “Thope Anthropologie is a
stepping stone to accomplishing more goals,” she
adds.

Thornton also believes in inspiring other
young people to follow their dreams. She has spo-
ken to girls at the Santa Catalina School in Monte-
rey and is open to speaking to other school groups
in the Bay Area. Contact her through her website
brigdgettethornton.com or see more of her de-
signs on Instagram: @PaintandPetals.



// COMING SOON

3512 South Silver Springs Road,
Lafayette

Gold Home In
Much Loved
Silver Springs

Amazing “Marchant Ranch™ home on the inner
circle with a flexible floor plan to fit different

dreams and life styles.

This charming home is approximately 3,983 square feet on a level .50 acre private lot with pool, spa, inviting lawn areas for play, patios for entertaining,

raised planting beds for your vegetable garden, and more.

The home provides 6 bedrooms, two are en-suites, an office, spacious open Living and Dining room with French doors to the ever inviting back yard. The
updated "Cook's Kitchen” is adjacent to the family room and breakfast nook. This area is perfect for informal gatherings with seamless access to the

back patios, yard, and pool.

We will have more information on April 10th when the home goes to market and is available for showings.

//CONTACT ME FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS

::::::::::

Sue Layng
// BROKER

we. 9259637189

sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956




Need Solutions in Obtaming a Mortgage?

As a Mortgage Broker Mark Has Access to Numerous Banks to
Find You the Best Loan!!

Mark Zinman
Mortgage Broker/Owner

MYZ Financial Group
415-203-6369

Mark@mzfinancialgroup.com
35 Williams Drive, Moraga

MZ FINANCIAL GROUP

[

Mark and MZ Financial Group help borrowers qualify with all different
types of situations. Some of the more common are:
* Investors looking to increase their holdings in residential or
commercial properties
* Self-Employed individuals with income qualifying issues
* Borrowers with large assets and low incomes

Mark has been a mortgage broker for over 15 years and would love to put
that experience to work in handling your mortgage needs!

Loan Officer Mark Zinman | mark@mzfinancialgroup.com | CA Bureau of Real Estate License #01335252 | NMLS License #248181
Supervising Broker Pacific Bay Lending Inc. CA Bureau of Real Estate #01874848 NMLS #318011

Knowledgeable | Professional | Reliable | Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIOMAL

PREMIER
KITCHENS

While we specialize in //c/ens,

our team is able to a/(.:r(/'yﬂ custom
quality cw4zzets for any room
meeting your west/e/ze and functional

needs all within your Amg{/(f/ ,

Schedule a meeting or just stop by!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitchens.net




The Spring Market has Sprung!

Pending
3 Crane Court | Orinda
Offered at $1,875,000

6 BR|3BA 2526+ SQ. FT.

Wonderful single-story Sleepy
Hollow traditional with lovey
updating on a flat 2/3+ acre lot
with incredible, park-like yard.
3crane.com

Sold

3 Josefa Place | Moraga
Sold at $754,000
Represented Buyers

2BR[2BA

1,211+ SQ. FT.

Darling completely updated
townhome at popular Carroll
Ranch. Sunny rear backyard.

Terri Bates Walker
Broker
J.D.

510 282 4420

terri@terribateswalker.com

terribateswalker.com | Follow me on: @ @ @ @
License # 01330081

TERRI BATES WALKER

s | PACIFIC
©E UNION

Rial Estate Brokik INTERNATIONAL




Commg Aprll 8 for Open house

A world away, but only 7 miles

from Lafayette/Orinda in

8 Martinez.

|+ 4100 sq ft 12 year old custom
Craftsman home on 35 acres

* Granite country kitchen and
great room

* Dressage court, horse barn
and big barn plans

¢ Olive & fruit trees

* Room to expand

Offered at
$2,200,000

www.100RanchoDeMaria.com ~ When it is your move...

call

Henry J. Gannett
d 925-980-2739
v 925-254-7782

hgannett@aol.com

- Park Place

Real Estate

Committed to your success in real estate since 1985

coLbweLL SOLD
BANKCR O Northgate/VVaInut Creek

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Call Tom for details

Broker Associate
925.878.9964
Tom.Stack@camoves.com

www. TomStack.com
CalBRE #01501769

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

. continued from page D2

MORAGA

710 Augusta Drive, $890,000, 2 Bdrms, 1464 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 3-6-18

97 Corliss Drive, $1,453,000, 4 Bdrms, 2204 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 2-28-18;
Previous Sale: $259,000, 06-23-83

22 Del Rio Court, $1,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 3448 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 2-28-18;
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 09-22-06

148 Donald Drive, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 2594 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 3-8-18;
Previous Sale: $525,000, 07-30-90

115 Hazelwood Place, $1,496,000, 4 Bdrms, 2511 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 3-6-18;
Previous Sale: $399,000, 05-24-91

1701 St. Andrews Drive, $775,000, 2 Bdrms, 1262 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 3-2-18;
Previous Sale: $558,000, 06-02-04

145 Warfield Drive, $1,445,000, 4 Bdrms, 2466 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 3-8-18

ORINDA

10 Ardor Drive, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1972 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 3-6-18

3 Buena Vista, $850,000, 3 Bdrms, 1343 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 2-28-18;
Previous Sale: $686,000, 02-10-17

166 Camino Sobrante, $905,000, 3 Bdrms, 1833 SqFt, 1935 YrBlt, 3-7-18;
Previous Sale: $799,000, 10-27-17

112 Crestview Drive, $1,310,000, 3 Bdrms, 2439 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 3-8-18;
Previous Sale: $873,000, 06-08-16

44 Tarry Lane, $2,498,000, 3 Bdrms, 3482 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 3-8-18;
Previous Sale: $1,105,100, 02-12-16

15 Wilder Road, $2,500,500, S Bdrms, 5023 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 3-7-18

19 Wilder Road, $2,479,000, 4 Bdrms, 4284 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 3-7-18



New Price, New Look!
Call for additional information

Comlng Soon!
LT

Trail Neighborhood, Lafayette

Lovely, light infused 1940's cottage, 2 bedroom, 1 Bath, approximately
1189 sqg. ft (according to tax records), 12,000 sqg. ff. lof, with pofen’riol for
development!

Located at the end of a quiet cul de sac, in the Trail Neighborhood of
Lafayette! Walk to downtown shops, restaurants, elementary school,
middle school and Bart!

Enjoy the tranquility of semi-country living, while only a short 35 minute
Bart ride to exciting San Francisco!

Features:

e Stainless steel appliances

e Hardwood floors

¢ Fireplace

e Freshly painted throughout

¢ 12,000 sq. ft. private lof, at end of a cul de sac

¢ Professionally landscaped front yard

¢ Digital schematic drawing for development of back yard
e Trail neighborhood

Sold, Over asklngl Trall Nelghborhood
S —-1“1 s I

MCGUIRE

REAL ESTATE
Ana S. Menendez
BREQ1719649
McGuire Real Estate
Green Certified
415-901-2774 office

925-255-3277 mobile/text

(RN

O%)elieve in the art of living well.

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, | want
my clients to live well at every stage of their lives. I'll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the
next. This is my promise.

RFAL ESTATE

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282

patti.camras acamoves.com
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

w.patticamras.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Cynthia Brian’s April Gardening Guide

Weed, seed, feed

By Cynthia Brian

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, April 4,2018

“Nothing is so beautiful as spring when weeds, in wheels, shoot long, and lovely, and lush ... ” — Gerard Manley Hopkins

Dandelions in grass

ile cleaning out our parents’ ranch home I found a book published in

W918 belonging to my grandfather. The title is “The Herbalist” by Joseph E.

Meyer, 1878-1950. The cover showcased a line drawing of an apothecary’s

garden. The first page warns in big bold letters “Special Attention: The botanical mate-

rials, medications, and recipes of this book are not intended to replace the services of
physicians.”

Being the major gardener and herbalist that I am, I was thrilled to discover this tiny
tome filled with information that is pertinent over 100 years after publication to those
of us who love to grow our own food. After reading about the anatomy of plants, the
epitome of botany, and the medicinal uses of plants, I excitedly went into the garden to
find weeds to feed me. Then of course, it was time to throw seeds to beautify what will
become my late spring landscape.

Since the rain and hail we experienced in March, weeds are ubiquitous. Before
seeding, weeding is essential. If you like to be adventurous while consuming a nutrition-

Mushrooms sprouting everywhere. Beware! Photos Cynthia Brian

al boost, separate the dandelions from other discarded weeds. Dandelions originated in
Greece and have been enjoyed as greens in salads or sautés for centuries. Dandelions
provide calcium, vitamin K, vitamin A, E. riboflavin, and iron. The dried root is a benefi-
cial home remedy as a diuretic, plus dandelions inhibit inflammation. Consider adding
this food to your menu.

After a thorough weeding, it’s time to seed the garden with beautiful flowers and
delicious vegetables. Always choose quality seeds. Plant seeds in the correct light situa-
tions. Refer to seed packets for information when the most auspicious planting window
is and where the plants will thrive. Make sure to prepare the soil properly by weeding
and composting or buy good soil.

When planting indoors, choose a south or west-facing window to provide adequate
light and warmth. Natural light is always best for helping seeds to sprout but you can al-
ways purchase grow lamps. Fluorescent tubes will work when placed two to four inches
above the seedlings and left on for 18 hours per day. ... continued on next page
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Crabapple tree in full bloom

If you are planting on a porch, be mindful of frosty evenings where you’ll need to pro-
vide heat. Speed seed germination with a heat mat that you place under trays or con-
tainers and remove the heat mat once the seeds have sprouted.

A container for planting seeds can be anything that is at least two to three inches
deep with a drainage hole. You can use milk cartons, cell packs, recycled plastic, or clay
pots. Even old coffee mugs can be repurposed as long as you add gravel to the bottom.
Get creative, repurpose, and recycle.

Keep the soil moist but not soggy. When a plant has two sets of leaves it’s time to
feed them with a half-strength fertilizer and get them to sunny locations outdoors as
often as possible.

I prefer to sow directly in the ground and have experimented with seeding as early
as March. However, my experience has instructed me to spread seeds when the soil is
warm in late April, thinning as necessary. Follow instructions on seed packets for best

Seeds to start indoors
or in a greenhouse:

Broccoli Eggplants Arugula Carrots
Brussels Sprouts Peppers Basil Cilantro
Cabbage Tomatoes Beans Corn
Cauliflower Perennial Flowers Beets Cucumbers

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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results. Keep in mind that you will not have 100 percent germination. Sow an amount of
seeds that is several times the amount you wish for best results. For small seeds like aru-
gula and greens, I carefully scatter attempting not to have the seeds clumped in one area.
All plants need room to spread. For plants growing in cells or trays, I usually transplant
in May and have found that these plants tend to do better than those that were planted
in early spring. Planting in sets of odd numbers, three, five, seven, nine, or more provides
a cohesiveness and richness of texture.

Growing a beautiful garden from seeds is easy and inexpensive. You may have to
provide netting to keep hungry birds, roaming rabbits, and ravenous deer out of your
yard.

Spring is a time to weed, seed and feed, both metaphorically and literally. I love
experimenting in my garden and hope that a hundred years from now my books will be

Seeds to sow in containers or directly in the garden:

as relevant to readers as “The Herbalist” is. ... continued on page D14
Greens Nasturtiums Penstemon Squash
Herbs Parsley Radishes Sunflowers
Kale Parsnips Spinach Zinnias
Melons Peas Swiss Chard
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Cynthla Brian’s Gardenmg Gulde for Aprll

CONTROL snails with organic treatments. You can
hand pick them, put out bowls of beer, add copper tape
to ornamentals, throw egg shells in affected areas, or
scatter Sluggo. Eliminate watering at night when snails
feed. They multiply and flourish in the wet and damp. In
dry weather they will retract into their shells sealing off
the opening with mucus. Snails can be dormant for four
years.

«  RAKE lawns to remove debris and aerate. If fertilizer is
needed, this is the time to apply.

«  DON'’T eat the mushrooms growing in your yard unless
you are certain they are edible. Consult a mycologist
as many mushrooms are toxic and potentially fatal if
ingested.

o VISIT Wildlife Earth Day at Wagner Ranch in Orinda
on Sunday, April 22 from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Several
community organizations will also present earth-friend-
ly endeavors. I will be autographing my newest book,
“Growing with the Goddess Gardener” as well as talking
about botanicals. For more information on this na-
ture-lover's event organized by the naturalist guru, Toris
Jaeger, visit https://fwrna.org/wildlifefest,/.

o« PLANT agastache, columbine, penstemon, salvia and
trumpet vine to attract hummingbirds. When the threat
of frost is finished, hibiscus, bougainvillea, and citrus can
be planted.

«  BUY discounted tickets to the June 15 Oakland A’s ver-
sus Los Angeles Angels baseball game with a portion of
proceeds benefitting the 501 ¢3 charity, Be the Star You
Are® http://www.BetheStarYouAre.org or go find your
seats to buy directly at https://groupmatics.events/
event/Bestar.

+  EAT your dandelions for a wealth of nutritional and me-
dicinal benefits. An Italian proverb instructs, “He who
wants to eat a good supper should eat a weed of every
kind”

«  WALK n the woods, a park or hug a tree to get your
dose of forest bathing known as the Japanese tradition of
shinrin-yoku.

+  SAVOR springtime. It’s the bugle baby for beauty, fra-
grance, and new life.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

Walk in a forest or hug a tree to get your dose of forest bathing or shinrin-yoku
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Close up of a tulip magnolia flower.
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Cynthia Brian enjoys the sea breeze

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards
of Napa County, is a New York Times best selling author, actor,
radio personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as the
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are1® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at www.
StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of the new book, “Growing with the Goddess
Gardener,” at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Available for hire for projects and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com

McDonnell @ Nursery

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts * Jewelry
Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Get Out & Stay Out!

Let Garden Lights Landscape Development give you good reasonto “Get Out and Stay Out” this summer.

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.

We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 < www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

510-847-6160

LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

BLUE JAY FELDMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR CLCA

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633
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ORINDA ORINDA The Village
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Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner

Meara Dunsmore

5 Madrone Place 216 The Knoll 1 Tappan Way 1 Hartford Road Linda Efrich
Stunning custom built 3950 square Updated Orindawoods town home.  Sleepy Hollow Dream Home! 5 North Orinda beauty, built in 2008, Joan Evans
foot traditional home on gorgeous 3 Bed, 3 Bath. Renovated kitchen, Bed/3.5 Bath. Stunning views, grand  this custom 5031 sq ft/ 6 Beds/ 4.5 Linda S. Friedman
parklike 1/2 acre. Prime cul de sac hardwood floors, private patio, & 2 living spaces, flexible floor plan. Top  Baths home is situated on a secluded
location is family paradise. car garage. BART shuttle. Rated Schools. level 1.06 acre lot. Dexter Honens Il
$899,000 $1,295,000 $2,850,000 $2,995,000 Anne Knight
Susan Zeh Layng

April Matthews
Hillary Murphy

ORINDA LAFAYETTE

LFAYETTE Charles Levine
W : 2 y vy ;

Karen Murphy

John Nash
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Tara Rochlin
15 Orinda View Road 23 Indian Wells Street 1000 Dewing Avenue 3275 Withers Ave Jaime Roder
Elegant Orinda Hills 4715 sq ft home  Moraga Country Club Bruzzone built ~ Premium 4th Floor NE corner unit Stylish Farmhouse. 4 Bed/2.5 Bath. Altie Schmi
with beautiful valley views from Wimbledon Expanded. 4 Bedrooms/  with deck. 2 Bed /2 Bath/ 1152 sq. ft.  Fabulous ¥z acre — lawns, pool, patio. tie schmitt
all rooms. An open design concept 3 Bathrooms/ 3122 SqFt. Top-Rated & 2 Parking Spaces. Lafayette schools! Judy Schoenrock
with great separation of space. Schools!
Ann Sharf
$3,750,000 $1,400,000 $1,049,000 $1,350,000 Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell

Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
3181 B Lucas Drive 1006 Woodbury #302 16 Deer Trail 1982 Reliez Valley Road Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Privacy & Seclusion in Burton Valley!  Luxury living, exceptional 3 Happy Valley Modern Masterpiece! Extraordinary dream home boasts Margaret Zucker
Gated 5 Bed/3 Bath Mini Estate with ~ Bed/3Bath garden flat, lock & go! 5 Bed/3.5 Bath. Private estate setting 4,750 sq ft of spectacular living
Guest House. Remodeled kitchen. Top floor, fab views, high ceilings, with panoramic views. Guest house,  spaces on 1.12 acres, + guest house.
beautiful details. pool, tennis court. 4 Bed/4.5 Bath.
$1,995,000 $2,150,000 $2,850,000 $3,195,000
/ I I
facebook.com/VillageAssociat . :

@ fecebook comnilegeassociaes g3 \oraga Way, Suite 103 » Orinda, CA 94563 » Phone: (925) 254-0505 1age

twitter.com/villageassoc .. . . . ABBOETATEE
0_ 9 , Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @EULEEVAeLELR LIS R A T TS
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

CalDRE#01301392




