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Steve Sposato lost his wife on 
July 1, 1993 when Gian Luigi 

Ferri, a disturbed loner, stormed 
the law offi ces of Pettit and Mar-
tin at 101 California St. in San 
Francisco, carrying semiautomatic 
weapons and hundreds of rounds 

of ammunition.  Ferri killed eight 
and injured six.  Sposato has spent 
the past 25 years on a mission to 
outlaw the sale of military-style as-
sault weapons in the United States, 
goading politicians, marching 
against the National Rifl e Associa-
tion and speaking out at anti-assault 
weapon rallies. 
 The agony
 A bulletin fl ashed across the TV 
screen at Sposato’s Pacifi c Bell of-
fi ce in San Ramon: a mass shooting 
in San Francisco. Sposato’s wife 
was in the city, giving a deposi-
tion, and he dismissed the frighten-
ing possibility.  “But in the back of 
my mind, I had a sense that it was 
something bad as I left the offi ce.” 
Sposato turned on the television 
when he got to his Lafayette home 
and saw a Financial District crime 
scene. He tried to call his wife; no 
answer. He tried the offi ce of the 
law fi rm where she was being de-
posed; no answer. He called San 
Francisco General Hospital; no one 
knew anything.
 Sposato tore into the city and 
pressed for answers.  When an of-
fi cer told Sposato that he should go 
to 850 Bryant St. and talk to the 
people in the homicide department, 
his ill feelings soared.  When offi -
cials asked him to accompany them 
to the morgue, Sposato knew.
 Jody Sposato was 30.
 Sharon O’Roke, the Electronic 
Data Systems lawyer who took 
Jody’s deposition at the law fi rm, 
was Ferri’s fi rst victim. “I was 
handing Jody documents for her to 
review, and I thought a light from 
the ceiling had broken and fallen 
and hit my head,” said O’Roke, 
who took eight gunshots to the 
right side of her body.  “The shoot-
er had kicked in the door to the of-
fi ce and fi red 30 rounds of ammuni-
tion, targeting who he thought were 
attorneys, because he ignored the 
court reporter. After he thought he 
had killed us all, he left.”  Jody and 
lawyer Jack Berman were dead, 
with O’Roke lying on the confer-
ence room fl oor, unable to move, 
hearing screams and gunfi re in the 
hall. Ferri killed himself in a stair-
well as police honed in.
 Early activism
 His life shattered, Sposato went 
home in a daze and hugged his 
10-month-old daughter Meghan. 
He read about the fi repower that 
Ferri carried into the building: 
the ammunition, the handgun and 
the two TEC-DC9 semiautomatic 
pistols - the same weapon use by 
Dylan Klebold in the 1999 Colum-

bine High School massacre. “That’s 
legal? In America? In 1993? And 
then I got angry. Probably the most 
deep-seated anger I’ve ever felt in 
my life.”
 He fi red off a letter to Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. “What are you 
going to do about it?” But Sposa-
to did not want his letter to die in 
the White House mailroom, so he 
called Senator Dianne Feinstein. 
She said she would be happy to 
deliver the letter to the president, 
but before she hung up, Feinstein 
mentioned to Sposato that people 
react to situations like his in one of 
two ways: those who want to shield 
themselves, and those who want to 
make a change. “It was my ah-ha 
moment. I decided then to do what 
I could to get these assault weapons 
off the street.”
 Two days after the phone call, 
the senator asked Sposato if he 
would testify before a Senate Ju-
diciary Committee in Washington 
on Aug. 4. Feinstein told Sposato 
that it was his opportunity to push 
for change, to push for an assault 
weapon ban. And though Feinstein 
helped frame his remarks, she nev-
er told Sposato what to say. 
 Sposato took Meghan along. 
“We were supposed to go on at 11, 
but things went three hours late. I 
ran out of food. Ran out of diapers. 
Meghan was crying, she didn’t 
want to be there. I thought, well, I 
had my moment, I blew it. But at 
least I tried.”  Finally, the doors 
to the chamber opened, Sposato 
walked to his seat, Meghan settled 
down, and as he faced the Senate 
panel he delivered an authentic, 
riveting performance. 
 “The image of Steve Sposato 
testifying before the Judiciary 
Committee in support of an as-
sault weapons ban with his daugh-
ter Meghan on his back has never 
left me,” Feinstein said. “Steve’s 
testimony was incredibly power-
ful and helpful in moving the ban 
forward. Here was a man who had 
the perfect family - a beautiful wife 
and baby girl - and he told senators 
how a gunman with easy access to 
military-style weapons robbed him 
of that life.” 
 Sposato suppressed nothing as 
he confronted the committee, with 
Meghan inserting whimpers and 
wails at seemingly rehearsed mo-
ments. “You’re looking at what’s 
left of my family. The sight of our 
10-month-old daughter placing dirt 
on her mother’s grave is a sight I 
pray no other person has to experi-
ence.       ... continued on page A14

- Pelvic Health Check -
How is your Pelvic Wellness?
� During the daytime do you urinate more than

once every 2 hours, or get up more than once per
night?

� Do you experience urine/stool leakage with
sneezing, coughing, laughing, running, jumping?

� Do you worry that you will leak if you do not
make it to the bathroom in time?

� Does it take more than 1 second to initiate
urination or do you have to strain to pass a bowel
movement?

� Do you experience pain or discomfort in your
pelvis or tailbone while sitting, standing, or during
urination, bowel movements or sex?

If you answered ““YYes”” to any of these questions 
it may be time for a PPelvic Consultation . 
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ccomplimentary consultation on your 

PPelvic Health.
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Lafayette activist continues personal battle 
for an assault weapons ban
By Nick Marnell

Steve Sposato speaking at a 1994 press conference in the Rose Garden
Courtesy Steve Sposato

Steve Sposato and daughters Danielle, left, and Jenna at the Walnut Creek march against assault weapons
Courtesy Steve Sposato

Build your own gift. Free* 7- piece gift with 
any Clinique purchase of $28.00 or more. 

A $75.00 value.
YOUR CHOICE:

Exclusive cosmetics bag, 5-piece mix, 
accessory. Vibrant patterns and cheery hues 

brought to you by Marimekko.

Lafayette Danville Montclair Countrywood 

*Quantities are limited. One gift to a client, please.
While supplies last. Now through May 5, 2018

Choose your Accessory
Your Choice of Decorated Mirror or Decorated Credit Card Pouch

Choose Your Cosmetics Bag
Your Choice of Green or Pink Exclusive Cosmetics Bag

Choose a Mix
Rinse-Off Eye Makeup Solvent, 

All About Eyes, All About Shadow Trio,
NEW High Impact Lash Elevating Mascara,

Quickliner For Eyes Intense in Intense Ebony
OR

Take The Day Off Makeup Remover, 
7 Day Scrub Cream Rinse-Off, Clinique Lip Pop in Love Pop, 

Quickliner For Lips Intense in Intense Cosmo,
Moisture Surge Supercharged Concentrate




