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Summer

Session
Enrolling

Scholarship Opportunity

GRADES K-12 » PRE-ALGEBRA » ALGEBRA 1 & 2 * GEOMETR
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

BBQs, Beaches, and

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.

Flat Monthly Fee.

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Better Grades

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

| 1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com
Y ¢ PRE-CALCULUS & GALCULUS e SAT/ACT PREP

The Saklan School

Sharon Reichow Memorial Scholarship

$20K Annual Scholarship for New Middle School Students
Details available at saklan.org or 925.376.7900

By Sophie Braccini

A

elp a Foster Child
'Get Back to Being a Ki

a safe and loving
in foster care. A
empowered to

ebsite to learn more.

BECOME A CASAYOLUNTEER
Www.cccocasa.org

925-256-7284 ext. 7
volunteer@cccocasa.org

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by

Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition.

Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team.
Come check us out.
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Dina Asna’s jewelry.
Dina Asna may walk with two

crutches and struggle a bit
over natural obstacles, but there is
nothing weak about the woman.
The painter and jewelry maker of
Iranian origin was told by her fa-
ther since she was a girl that noth-
ing was impossible for her, even
if she was stricken by polio at 18
months old. Her life took her to
different countries, following the
spirit that guides her and relying on
her multiple talents. She now blos-
soms as an artist.

Asna was born to a middle class
family in Iran and she grew up
there in the time of the revolution.
She was good at math and science
and when the mullahs took power
she wondered if she would be able
to pursue her dream of becoming
a scientist. Then in the early ‘80s,
a friend dared her to apply for a
scholarship at the Goethe Institute
to study in Germany. She did, and
was accepted. This was her first
big departure. She made a life for
herself in Germany for 20 years,
working in the computer industry,

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017
Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups ¢ Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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getting married and having two
boys. But her marriage failed, she
lost her job, and as all doors started
closing on her, another one opened,
this time in Silicon Valley where
she was offered to come participate
in a technology project for eight
months.

She put everything in storage
in Germany and crossed the ocean
with her two boys, ages 6 and 8.
She rebuilt her life here, first in the
financial industry, now in real es-
tate, settling in Moraga and putting
both her boys who are now in col-
lege through high school at Cam-
polindo.

Now that her sons have left
the nest Asna felt the artistic part
of her that was always suppressed
come forward. For a while now
she has been painting, first acrylic
and now mostly watercolors. Her
graphic expression is both figura-
tive and symbolic, representing her
vision of courage, passion, seren-
ity, forgiveness, abundance or op-
portunity in the form of portraits or
representation of the natural world.
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Dina Asna wears and presents her jewelry.

Spirit turned into art: a Moraga artist
expresses her creativity

Her palette is subtle and soft, with
bright touches of pink, oranges or
blues. When she was asked to bring
her art to a show in San Jose she
realized that she could not let her
work go, so she started thinking
of ways to share it with the world
while keeping the originals.

Asna’s latest idea has been to
print her work in a much smaller
scale and create jewelry with the
images. A pair of earrings match,
but are different: one holds an oval
pendant with a miniature portrait on
one side, while the other features a
detail of the portrait. Rings and
necklaces are also created from the
tiny paintings. The artist explains
that she played with different types
of lacquers to permanently protect
the prints; it took a lot of trial and
error.

In her new adventure she has
found an unexpected partner, the
one she calls her angel, who she
says always looked out for her —
her own mother who has come to
live nearby from Germany where
one of her brothers resides. Asna
says fondly that her mother is her
production manager.

Asna used to support her hus-
band in Germany running his print-
ing business and she knows what
it takes to be successful. Now she
is engaged in marketing her jew-
elry and putting herself out there.
She created her own website, then
joined Etsy to get a larger distribu-
tion channel and as a way to col-
lect the very important customer
reviews. She is also contacting all
the local artist groups.

For now Asna is still a real es-
tate agent. She says she loves to go
out to visit homes with her clients
in search for that perfect location,
but the pull of her creativity is
strong, ideas for expanding repro-
duction of her paintings on differ-
ent mediums come all the time.
She takes things as they come, one
step at a time, with a deep desire to
simply become a full-time artist.
Asna’s work can be found online at
dinartgift.etsy.com.



