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Haley Van Dyke heading to the University
of Washington

By Jon Kingdon

Haley Van Dyke
I ike most of the top athletes

that have gone through the
Lamorinda school system, Haley
Van Dyke grew up playing many
sports. Up through seventh grade,
Van Dyke played soccer and vol-
leyball, which she says, “I enjoyed
but it was not as challenging as bas-
ketball.” It was in eighth grade that
Van Dyke chose to make basketball
her main sport as she explained
with great understatement: “I tried
basketball and found I was not too
bad at this and just kept going with
it.”

It did not take long for Van
Dyke to realize that she made the
right choice: “When I played in the
Elite Youth Basketball League, I
played against a lot of top players
and I realized that I could compete
at their level.”

One of her early coaches was
Art Thoms who coached her in
AAU basketball and then at Cam-
polindo High School. Said Thoms:
“She did not have much basketball
experience to start with but right
away you could see she had the
skills to improve. It was really fun
working with her because she de-
veloped so fast. As she grew, she
was able to do things that other girls
could not do. As an example, she
learned the power dribble which
enabled her to control the ball and
get to the rim, a technique few girls
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could learn so quickly.”

Van Dyke started for the varsity
all four years improving her scor-
ing, rebounding and assist statistics
each season averaging her senior
year 29.8 points, 17.3 rebounds and
3.8 assists per game. She also fin-
ished her career with 343 blocked
shots.

It was not just basketball for
Van Dyke at Campolindo: “It was
a real good education for me. I
had a lot of help from my teachers
and they were always available for
extra time. All my teachers were
great and very supportive. It could
be difficult to balance sports and
school so I would plan ahead ac-
cording to my schedule.”

Not to be overlooked was the
support she got from her parents:
“My parents were always there for
me through my athletic career tak-
ing me to sports and games and led
me to play basketball and always
backed me up.”

Thoms also spoke highly of
Van Dyke’s ability to keep things
in perspective: “The thing that
stands out with Haley is that she
works hard in practice but she still
has a lot of fun. Her toughness and
competitiveness come out in the
game where she gets locked in and
focused but she is fun-loving away
from the game.”

Van Dyke appreciated how

hard Thoms worked to make her
a better player: “He was very hard
on me and pushed me to get better
which helped me to develop as a
player. The yelling and the con-
structive criticism really helped me
to develop as a player.”

Playing against top players in
high school like Sabrina Ionescu
(Miramonte High School) also
helped Van Dyke’s game: “I had to
guard her and it was cool because
she is now one of the top players in
the nation and I have also had the
opportunity to work out with her.”
The rivalry will continue as lones-
cu now plays at the University of
Oregon and Van Dyke has chosen
to attend the University of Wash-
ington. Van Dyke had been con-
sidering going to Indiana, Florida
and USC but opted for Washington
because “it was mostly the campus
and how close it was to home and
how I could go there and improve
the program.”

After a 7-23 record last season,
Washington has a lot of room for
improvement and Huskies’ Coach
Jody Wynn is very much antici-
pating Van Dyke’s arrival: “Haley
is a versatile player that can score
from the perimeter as well as make
plays around the basket. She is an
instinctive rebounder and can de-
fend multiple positions. Haley has
a great upside and will continue to
expand her versatility in our system
and will make an immediate impact
to our program. She is a terrific
teammate and student and will re-
ally flourish here at UW.”

With so many highlights to
choose from in her time at Cam-
polindo Van Dyke singles out the
team’s performance the past two
years: “Our team my junior year re-
ally connected with great chemistry
and we made it to the state finals.
This past season also making the
state finals despite losing so many
players from the prior season, par-
ticularly Ashley Thom who we
missed due to injury and scoring 60
points against Moreau Catholic.”

It’s not just Van Dyke’s height
and athletic ability that has brought
about her basketball excellence.
It’s her basketball 1Q: “I always
knew where the ball is. It just
seems natural to me. I can shoot,
rebound and drive to the basket. At
Washington, I just want to build up
my overall confidence.”

With her success both on and
off the court, that should be the
least of her concerns as she heads
off to Washington.
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Lafayette resident heads to

Caltech
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Luc Davis

Lafayette resident Luc Davis,
a recent Tilden Preparatory

School graduate, will be heading
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to California Institute of Technol-
ogy in the fall as a member of the
Caltech Men’s Fencing Team.
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Moraga 10U Allstars win

tournament

Submitted by Kevin Zellmer

Front row, from left: Ty Madson, Brody Reed, Jack Braun, Cameron Mayo,
Everett Zellmer; middle row: Luke McLeod, Justin Nagayama,

Tyler Rogers, Logan Childers, Cole Fischer; coaches: Brad Rogers, Drew
Fischer; not pictured: Lucas Cano, Carson Rossi, Landi Giordani, Coach

Patrick Rossi
he weekend of July 7-8 the
Moraga 10U Allstars baseball
team played in the regional Fre-
mont Baseball Tournament. With a
combined score of 38-5 and strik-
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ing out 31 opponents the 10U All-
stars won the first three games with
consecutive shut outs and went on
to beat the Oakland Raptors 9-5 to
win the tournament.

Submit stories to
sportsdesk@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Music Lessons

Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Music for your Club or Private
Party. Ragtime, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, Klezmer. Single Act or Band.
Eliot Kenin - 800- 965-1302

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

$10 per 1/2” classified ad height

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

Rototilling

=%+  Ken's Rototilling
= <4 W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Quetzal Handyman
NOJOBTOO SMALL
Please call Carlos Toledo

'y 925-872-0422

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

" andyman — J Construction

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

reach 60,000+ with your ad






