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21st California Independent
Film Festival opens Aug. 24

By Sophie Braccini
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“Angels in Our Midst” plays Tuesday Aug. 28 at 6 p.m. Rheem Theatre

ow in its 21st year, this year’s

California Independent Film
Festival will open again at the
Rheem Theatre — something that
had been quite improbable until
just a few months ago — and will
be held in a completely refreshed
performance hall, with opening
night bringing Lamorinda’s movie
buffs together for a evening of cel-
ebration before viewing a modern
fairy tale from Austria, “The Sal-
zburg Story.” Continuing through
Aug. 30, both at Rheem and at the
Orinda Theatre, the festival will
show movies, short films and docu-
mentaries from around the world,
inviting the community to meet
with cinematic art professionals
and open their minds to a world of
creativity.

CAIFF is one of the most
unique cultural experiences offered
in Lamorinda with a full week of
productions from the across the
U.S. and around the world, many
of which are not yet released in this
country. Derek Zemrak and partner
Leonard Pirkle manage the two
local movie theaters and are film
makers themselves, so when they
start screening submissions for the
festival with their committee, up to
a year in advance, they think about
entertainment, diversity, surprises,
and also which filmmakers and
actors to invite who will give the
audience an inside and exclusive
view of the movie world.

At opening night, Austrian di-
rector Alexander Peter Lercher will
come to Moraga along with lead ac-
tress Kelly Bishop — a Tony Award
winner and “Gilmore Girls” star.
Austrian-born and raised, Lercher
lived in London and California.
He created what he calls a cross-
cultural romantic drama where two
people from different cultures learn
from each other. “The Salzburg
Story” will take American viewers
into another world.

After the glitter and sequins
of opening night settle, during the
weekend and the following week
the festival will offer dozens of oth-
er features, such as “Up To Snuff,”
which is a journey into the life of
American composer W.G. Snuffy
Walden. “Hunting Lands” is an
American movie about the redemp-
tion of the veteran turned recluse;
a Japanese documentary, “Nour-
ishment for the Japanese Soul” or
“Itadakimasu” explains why hap-
piness is found at the dinner table
(a world premiere); and the Ameri-
can documentary “Angels in Our
Midst” tells the story of World War
IT American nurses in the Norman-
dy invasion and European theater;
and many more films will be show-
cased.

Another not-to-be-missed por-
tion of CAIFF are the short films,
including the “Ties To The Bay”
series that features Lafayette in a
10-minute film that explains how in
this city the schools are great, the
property values are sky-high, and
the quality of life appears unsur-
passed — yet looks can be deceiv-
ing. The festival will also feature
a Canadian short films series that
includes humor, mystery and more
surprises.

The festival also provides an
opportunity for budding profes-
sionals to compete and stretch
their creativity. The public chooses
the winner of the second play-
wright composition competition,
and each year the Iron Filmmaker
and soundtrack competitions at-
tract submissions from around the
world.

A festival would not be com-
plete without awards and recep-
tions. The 21st CAIFF will hon-
or Doug Jones with a Lifetime
Achievement Award and Leonard
Maltin, one of the world’s most
respected film critics, with the
Golden Slate Award. Many of the
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festivities will take place at Cine
Cuvée, the charming wine bar next
to the Orinda Theatre.

Go online for information
about the CAIFF program and how
to purchase tickets at www.caiff.
org.
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A Professional Corporation
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

Takmg care of all dental needs for you andyourfamlly Emphasizing
cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is
available. Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.
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Travel medicine made easy

Avenue Family Practice, a division of BASS Medical Group, has
been providing travel medicine services to worldwide travelers
for over 20 years. Services include:

* Physical exams to make sure you're fit to travel
¥ Prescriptions for preventive medications including malaria
= Travel immunizations

Whatever medical services you need before your trip!

To schedule an appointment
today in our Lamorinda office,
call 925-962-9120.

A BASS

MEDICAL GROUP

911 Moraga Road
Lafayette, CA 94549

Host Your Event

At the historic Moraga Barn

®Special Events
®Receptions
®(ocktail Parties
®Rchearsal Dinners
®Wedding Showers
®Wine Tastings

® Art Show

®Business Dinners
®Private Parties
®Mixers
®Birthday Parties
®(lass Reunions
®Seminars

®Benefits

CALL FOR RATES!

Contact Greg Gaskin at (925) 376-7335 or visit us at www.moragabarn.com
925 Country Club Drive,

Ca 94556

Moraga,

GRS

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200
Orinda, CA 94563

P: (925) 317-3187
F: (925) 334-7017

Dr Laurie Langford owner

¢ Offering your pets compassionate care
¢ Modern hospital and equipment

e | ong tenured, experienced staff

e Puppy classes for our clients

E: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
W: www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

Dr. Amelia Ausman




