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embers of the Pacific

Chamber Orchestra, tour-
ing soloists and chamber musi-
cians who also appear in such
prestigious groups as the San
Francisco Symphony, Opera and
Ballet Orchestras, touring Broad-
way shows, and feature films re-
corded at Skywalker Ranch, will
perform “Mozart — The Gran-
deur” at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 15 in the
Lafayette-Orinda  Presbyterian,
Church 49 Knox Drive, Lafay-
ette, and at 3 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
16 at in the Bankhead Theatre,
2100 First Street, Livermore.
Mozart’s Symphony No. 41
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Jupiter takes you to the home
of the gods as it simultaneously
pours forth beautiful music en-
twined with the complexities
of human emotions. The slow
movement pulls you into some of
the most achingly sensual music
Mozart ever wrote, while in the
final movement you wondrously
marvel at the towering edifice
constructed note by note as Mo-
zart gathers together building one
on top of the other the melodies
from all parts of the symphony.
Jove himself seems to have con-
ferred a sense of majestic serenity
on the symphony. Likewise, the
Haffner Serenade, commissioned
to celebrate a dear friend’s wed-
ding, bespeaks all the emotions of
such an occasion — affection, gai-
ety, dancing, and youthful gener-
osity of spirit.

The Haffner Serenade, which
Mozart proclaimed should “start
with fire” and “end just as fast
as one can go,” consists of eight
movements, of which three form
a miniature violin concerto. First
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Become a Volunteer!
Seniors need your help:
e Drivers (Ages 25-77)
e Friendly visitors
e Help around the home
(handyman and light
house work)
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Violinist, Igor Veligan, will per-
form the delightful solos. Veligan
is an artist faculty member of the
Orfeo International Music Festi-
val (Italy), on the faculty at the
University of Pacific, and in 2013
released an acclaimed CD, “Voic-
es of Eastern Europe” with the
wonderful pianist, Natsuki Fu-
kasawa. Mingle with other music
lovers and let the music transport
you.

Tickets may be purchased
through the PCO website: Paci-
ficChamberOrchestra.org or for
Livermore at the Bankhead Box
office by phone at (925) 373-
6800, or online at BankheadThe-
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“The Gold Seekers’
(Los Buscadores)

By Sophie Braccini

et us start with a little bit of

history. During the Paraguay-
an War against the Triple Alliance
of Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay
in the 19th century, it is thought
that rich Paraguayans buried their
treasure as occupying forces took
over their country. It has remained
a vivid urban legend in Paraguay
that millions are still hidden and
gold seekers continue to look for it
today. “The Gold Seekers,” which
opens Sept. 7 at the Orinda The-
atre, follows the adventure of a
group of colorful characters em-
barking in such a gold-seeking
quest.

After producing “7 Boxes”
five years ago, the first Paraguayan
blockbuster, Juan Carols Maneglia
and Tana Schembori return with
this exciting and fun film. The four
gold seekers are two teenage boys,
an unsightly but intelligent young
maid, and a discombobulated
middle-aged man. Their naivety
and good nature attract a lot of at-
tention from really bad guys who
are willing to put their hands on an
ever elusive treasure at all costs.

As the movie develops and the
rhythm picks up, it becomes more
and more complicated for the four
unlikely allies to get to the treasure
of which they dream. The movie
describes in very touching ways
a series of humble people, strug-
gling in the margin of this South
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American society, living by their
wits as the water of the Paraguay
River rises and threatens to flood
entire neighborhoods.

“The Gold Seekers” showcas-
es actors who look like ordinary
people on the street. Somewhat
clumsy, not very attractive, they
are nonetheless endearing and de-
liver quite believable performanc-
es. It would have been nice to see
more character development with
some of the side characters, such
as the mother of Manu played by
Tomas Arredondo, who is the cen-
tral teenager who inherits a book
from his grandfather where the
treasure map is hidden. His moth-
er is still a young woman burdened
by much and fighting back.

The movie gives a glimpse of
a society where faith and supersti-
tion coexist, where poor and rich
people seem to have lost some of
their sense of reality and are ready
to face life’s vicissitudes with a
mix of opportunism and fatalism.

Is there really a treasure and
will they find it? Go to the movies
to find out and enjoy a very pleas-
ant time that will transport specta-
tors to quite a different world.

“The Gold Seekers” is brought
to the Orinda Theatre by the Inter-
national Film Showcase beginning
Sept. 7 for a one week engage-
ment. For information, visit lam-
orindatheatres.com.
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SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

A Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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College and Graduate School Advisor

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD, has decades of admissions expertise. Elizabeth personally
guides each student through every step of applying to well-matched schools, making
the entire process more manageable and successful. She has helped place hundreds
of high school students in the most prestigious colleges and universities in the US and
abroad. Elizabeth, along with a team of expert consultants, also coach graduate and
professional school applicants in the sciences, humanities, medicine, business, and
law. Elizabeth attends conferences and visits campuses to make personal contact with
admissions networks and stay current on admission trends.

Her professional team offers access to the best test
preparation, academic tutoring, scholarships and much more.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
Founder, Doing College and Beyond
College and Graduate School Admissions Services

970 Dewing Avenue Suite 202 T
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