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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian ...read on Page D10

Make your home an autumn oasis
By Amanda Eck

I love when the sun starts to set a litt le earlier and my thoughts turn to warm 
blankets, comfort food, and lazy rainy Sundays (hoping to see some much 
needed rain this fall).  Even though our family schedule seems to pick up 

during the autumn months – basketball practice, aft er school activities, etc. – 
we try to take time in the evenings to slow down.  We even have an 8 p.m. no 
electronics rule when school starts (that includes Mom and Dad).  Th is helps 
us as a family focus on spending time reading, playing board games, or sneak-
ing in a cup of hot cocoa before bed.  I truly enjoy making our home cozy and 
inviting so we can be reminded to take time and enjoy one another during the 
autumn season and rest up before the crazies of the holidays hit.
 Here are fi ve of my favorite ways to summon autumn’s splendor:
 1) Fall Foliage:  Once the trees start to turn to shades of orange and red I 
love to trim a few branches and bring them in.  Now here in the Bay Area that 
might not happen until November, so I do have a few faux branches on hand 
I use in September and October.  Local craft  stores like Hobby Lobby or Mi-
chael’s are great places to shop for faux branches.  Try to look for stems that are 
realistic and avoid fake fl owers.  Instead, look for branches with leaves, seed 
pods, or small acorns on them.  And of course once the leaves start to change 
grab your clippers and head outside.  
 2) Candles:  If you asked my husband he would tell you I am a candle 
hoarder.  I love candles.  I especially love yummy fall scented candles.  Pump-
kin spice, cinnamon, and anything that smells like coff ee!  I also keep a stash 
of unscented candles.  Th ey make great accents for dinner parties or scatt ered 
through out the house to bring in a warm glow as the sun starts to set.  If I had 
my way, our home would only be lit by candles when the sun sets – no lamps 
for me!
 3) Fresh gourds and mini pumpkins:  I was at Safeway last week and 
they already had their mini pumpkins out, so grab them while you can.  Place 
mini gourds and pumpkins on the entry table or on your coff ee table gathered 
in a bowl.  If orange is not your color, try using the white mini-boo pumpkins; 
they coordinate with any décor from contemporary to farmhouse.  And don’t 
forget your front porch; large pumpkins are not just for Halloween anymore.  
 4) Fuzzy throws:  I love to bring out the blankets when the temps begin 
to dip in the evenings.  Pott ery Barn has some beautiful cashmere blankets in 
warm autumn colors.                    ... continued on Page D4
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETT E 
MORA GA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
9
3

13

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $795,000
 $730,000
 $520,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $2,900,000
 $1,328,000
 $3,456,500

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published fi ve to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETT E
8 Foothill Park Terrace, $1,325,000, 4 Bdrms, 2902 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 8-22-18; 
 Previous Sale: $765,000, 07-23-10
105 James Place, $1,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1981 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 8-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,365,000, 05-22-12
797 Moraga Road, $1,845,000, 3 Bdrms, 2748 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $170,000, 12-20-01
3279 Mt. Diablo Court #10, $795,000, 3 Bdrms, 1731 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 8-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $400,000, 10-20-00
1009 Pine Lane, $2,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 4829 SqFt, 2003 YrBlt, 8-22-18; 
 Previous Sale: $2,100,000, 08-18-11
4033 Tilden Lane, $1,740,000, 4 Bdrms, 3012 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 8-20-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,700,000, 12-15-16
3275 Vals Lane, $1,795,000, 3 Bdrms, 2656 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 8-22-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,176,000, 07-14-11
1013 Windsor Drive, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1756 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 8-16-18
1003 Woodbury Road #103, $1,200,000, 2 Bdrms, 1638 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 8-17-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,220,000, 08-04-16
MORA GA
1913 Ascot Drive, $821,000, 2 Bdrms, 1379 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-22-18; 
 Previous Sale: $810,000, 03-20-18
2028 Ascot Drive, $730,000, 3 Bdrms, 1660 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 8-17-18; 
 Previous Sale: $500,000, 08-27-04
33 Th orndale Place, $1,328,000, 4 Bdrms, 2171 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 8-14-18
ORINDA
67 Brookwood Road #11, $520,000, 2 Bdrms, 897 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 8-17-18; 
 Previous Sale: $38,000, 02-09-76
1 Daisy Lane, $1,365,000, 4 Bdrms, 1988 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-21-18; 
 Previous Sale: $561,000, 08-13-99
11 Daisy Lane, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 3354 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-15-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,150,100, 11-19-14
88 Davis Road, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2489 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 8-23-18; 
 Previous Sale: $760,000, 04-16-04
33 Don Gabriel Way, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 8-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $950,000, 12-06-05
188 Ivy Drive, $1,820,000, 5 Bdrms, 2649 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 8-22-18; 
 Previous Sale: $900,000, 08-23-04
53 La Espiral, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 1688 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-22-18; 
 Previous Sale: $785,000, 07-27-09
86 Meadow View Road, $2,050,000, 5 Bdrms, 3248 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 8-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $675,000, 11-15-96
491 Moraga Way, $760,000, 3 Bdrms, 1832 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-23-18
9 Rich Acres Road, $1,630,000, 4 Bdrms, 2642 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 8-22-18; 
 Previous Sale: $100,000, 04-28-86
204 Th e Knoll, $965,000, 2 Bdrms, 2116 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 8-17-18
19 Valley View Road, $3,456,500, 5 Bdrms, 4375 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 8-16-18; 
 Previous Sale: $3,220,000, 04-01-13
28 Via Callados, $1,665,000, 4 Bdrms, 3288 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 8-14-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,425,000, 07-31-15

VLATKA BATHGATE

COMING SOON!

RECENTLY SOLD   REPRESENTED SELLER

RECENTLY SOLD   REPRESENTED BUYER

14 Oak Rd, Orinda

IF I HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal 

Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage offi  ce is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  CalBRE License # 01908304

VLATKA CAN HELP YOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.  
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

Pastoral 
Ambiance close 
to Downtown

Price upon 
Request

19 Dos Posos, Orinda

113 Estates Dr, Orinda

69 Barbara Rd, Orinda

24 Camino Sobrante, Orinda

113 Estates Dr, Orinda

19 Dos Posos, Orinda 

2121 Risdon Rd, Concord

1 Poco Paseo, Orinda

1980/82 Oak Grove Rd, WC

88 Davis Rd, Orinda

39 Barbara Rd, Orinda

1980/82 Oak Grove Rd, WC



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties
DANVILLE

100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523

O: 925.800.3510    F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630 
DRE# 01917597 

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399
DRE# 01973545

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662 
DRE# 01907345

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851 
DRE# 01970768

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116 
DRE# 01376796

RACHEL DREYER

415.990.1672 
DRE# 01994561

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500 
DRE# 01310057

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617 
DRE# 01320608

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500 
DRE# 01347508

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053 
DRE# 01938194

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914 
DRE# 01476506

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095
DRE# 01426129

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093 
DRE# 01478540 

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884 
DRE# 02047712

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

CENTRAL LAFAYETTE $1,500,000

CHRISTINA LINEZO         415.425.3085

1216 CAMBRIDGE DR., LAFAYETTE  $2,450,000

TINA FRECHMAN         925.915.0851

714 HIGHLAND RD., LAFAYETTE $1,549,000

RACHEL DREYER         415.990.1672

1009 PINE LANE, LAFAYETTE $2,900,000

TINA FRECHMAN         925.915.0851

4016 LOS ARABIS DR., LAFAYETTE  $2,595,000

TINA FRECHMAN         925.915.0851

33 CHAPEL DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,675,000

TINA FRECHMAN         925.915.0851

161 CRAGMONT DRIVE, W.C. $879,000 

HURLBUT TEAM         925.383.5500

16 TREETOP TERRACE CT., ALAMO  CALL AGENT 

ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES         925.360.8662

642 WIMBLEDON DRIVE, W.C. $1,500,000

LISA TICHENOR        925.285.1093

14 RAVENHILL LANE, MORAGA $1,425,000

MATT MCLEOD        925.464.6500

2494 DIABLO RANCH PLACE, DANVILLE  $2,499,887

MARY PISCITELLI         925.765.9095

315 CONSTANCE PLACE, MORAGA $1,625,000

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP          925.284.1400
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Photos provided

Make your home an autumn oasis
... continued from Page D1

 For a less expensive option HomeGoods carries an array of blankets this time of year.  Th row one 
over the sofa, on your favorite chair, or at the foot of your bed.  Th ere is nothing more comforting 
than a fuzzy throw on a chilly aft ernoon.
 5) Bake something:  And last but not least – bake something yummy!  Even if baking is 
not your thing, head to Trader Joe’s and pick up a box of pumpkin bread. No one will ever know.  
Th ose who know me, know I don’t enjoy cooking or baking, but for some reason when fall arrives 
I make an exception.  All things pumpkin for this girl.  I even add some organic canned pumpkin 
to my morning smoothie.  If you’re not into sweets, then pull out the Crockpot and try some new 
fall soup recipes. Pinterest is a great resource for Crockpot ideas.  
 I hope you enjoy my easy autumn tips and I wish you a wonderful, cozy week!

Amanda’s Comfort Soup  
(this can be made in the Crockpot or on the stove)

INGREDIENTS
2 cups of chopped celery
2-3 cups of chopped carrots
3-4 cloves of garlic (I use Trader Joe’s frozen garlic)
4 cups of chicken or vegetable broth
2 cans of diced tomatoes
1 can of white beans
Chopped spinach or kale (optional)
Seasonings: sea salt, garlic powder, onion powder, Italian or any 
herb seasoning
1 package of cheese tortellini (in the refrigerated or frozen section)

DIRECTIONS
Sautee celery, carrots and garlic in olive oil until soft . Add all the 
other ingredients except tortellini (this will be added 5-10 min-
utes before serving).  Bring to a boil then reduce heat to medium 
low for 30 minutes to 1 hour or set Crockpot for 4-5 hours on 
high.

Enjoy!

As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-based 
Amanda Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your home's 
interior should be both approachable and well- appointed. 
She oft en asserts, "Beauty is a necessity."
 With a distinct sense of style that mixes contemporary 
and classic design she fashions spaces that are both elegant 
and inviting.  Her design aesthetic is inspired by anything 
visual but especially fashion, architecture and art.
 Visit htt p://amandacarolinteriors.com for more 
design ideas.



Office:  925-254-8585  | Cell: 925-998-7898 
ct@clarkthompson.com   |  www.clarkthompson.com      

                 

CALBRE# 00903367 

63 VIA FLOREADO, ORINDA |  4 BEDROOMS  |  2 .5 BATHS  | | 3183 SQ. FT. | .55 ACRE  |  $1,850,000
Set on a Knoll Where Space, Convenience and Serenity Can Be Found (Views too!) 

432 MINER ROAD, ORINDA| 3 BEDROOMS |   2  BATHS   |  2193 SQ. FT. | .54 ACRE  | $1,175,000 
A Home  Full of Charm and Character Both Inside and Out on a Private Parcel yet oh so Convenient 

 



AMYROSESMITH
Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates 
925.212.3897

amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com

CalBRE: #01855959 

Emily Estrada
Village Associates
925.708.8116
emily@amyrosesmith.com 
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438

32 Orchard Road, Orinda
3004 Sq Ft., 4 Beds, 3.5 Baths. .23 acres,  

2 car garage| $1,995,000

Simply stylin’ in your
SANCTUARY ON CHARLES HILL

Chic living in 
MIRAMONTE GARDENS

Glorious and grand  
ON ORCHARD IN GLORIETTA

GLORIETTA  
Charmer with views

3 Charles Hill Place, Orinda
±3157 Sqft, 4 beds + office,  

3.5 bath, .47 acres | $1,495,000

30 Miramonte Dr., Moraga
±1152 Sqft, 2 beds,  

1.5 bath | $649,000

32 Orchard Road, Orinda
±2862 Sq Ft., 4 Beds, 3.5 Baths. .23 acres,  

2 car garage | $1,995,000

Coming in October!

FINDING THE Right FIT



MELANIE SNOW
CalRE #00878893

LAURA ABRAMS
CalRE #01272382

VLATKA BATHGATE
CalRE #01390784

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
CalRE #01373412

SHELLIE KIRBY
CalRE #01251227

YAN HEIM
CalRE #01965925

KELLY CRAWFORD
CalRE #01327015

LINDA VAN DRENT
CalRE #01051129

CATHY SCHULTHEIS
CalRE #01005765

SUSAN SCHLICHER
CalRE #01395579

DANA REEDY
CalRE #01880723

TOM STACK
CalRE #01501769

PATTI CAMRAS
CalRE #01156248

FRANK WOODWARD
CalRE #01335916

JIM ELLIS
CalRE #00587326

ANA ZIMMANK
CalRE #00469962

MAUREEN WILBUR
CalRE #01268536

COOKIE JAVINSKY
CalRE #00598341

LANA FITZPATRICK
CalRE #01805218

CHAD MORRISON
CalRE #01905614

ALI BABINGTON
CalRE #01984317

CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
CalRE #02042358

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ORINDA MEMBERS OF THE EAST BAY TOP 100 FOR YTD 2018

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Orinda  925.253.4600  |  5 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563  |  ColdwellBankerHomes.com

COLDWELL BANKER® ORINDA
GLOBAL CONNECTIONS - 
LAMORINDA EXPERTISE

JEFF GILLETT

CalRE #01158597
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 P R E M I E R 
K I T C H E N S
Though we specialize in kitchens, 

our team is able to tackle any room 
you need with custom and quality 
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500
3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

info@premierkitchens.net
www.premierkitchens.net

925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

219PaseoDelRio.com | Listed at $1,475,000

219 PASEO DEL RIO, MORAGA
Spacious and well-maintained by the original owner, this 4 bedroom 2.5 
bathroom single-story home in Campolindo has a charming courtyard entry, 
a remodeled gourmet kitchen with granite countertops, a family room with 
a brick fireplace, a formal dining room and a living room with vaulted open 
beam ceiling and a stone fireplace. Other amenities include dual-pane 
windows and doors, numerous skylights, recessed lights, hardwood floors, 
pull-down stairs to attic storage, newer central heating and A/C and a 2-car 
attached garage. The beautiful flat rear yard is completely fenced and has 
lawns, aggregate and brick patios, a fire pit, a sport court and a sparkling 
pool and spa. Close to Campolindo High School, Cabana Club Swimming 
Pool and Lafayette Reservoir rim trail via a path at the end of the street.



Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.  License Number 01527235.  All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without 
notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. 

Dave Schurhoff
925.997.9569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE 01834201

Paddy Kehoe
925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Mary Staten
925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Claudia Gohler
925.765.8081
claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498

The Paddy Kehoe Team

Pending with Multiple Offers: 402 Castello Rd
4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 2,270 Sq Ft

Just Listed: 713 Wee Donegal
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,284 Sq Ft | $1,050,000

713WeeDonegal.com

Looking to make 
your next move?  
We are here to 
guide you home. 

Contact us for more information.
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 Star� ng in late Spring and con� nuing through 
the Summer we have seen signs of the market 
beginning to so� en for certain proper� es in 
Lamorinda. We thought it would be useful to share 
our observa� ons on this new trend and what buyers 
are priori� zing in today’s market.  This is par� cularly 
useful informa� on if you are considering selling 
your home in the near future.
 The predominate trend is that buyers are 
willing to pay a premium for homes that were just 
completely remodeled or new construc� on. Most 
buyers moving into Lamorinda are two income 
earners or work tons to be able to aff ord to buy. 
The idea of remodeling seems � me consuming and 
daun� ng and buyers today value � me more than 
ever.
  Along the same lines buyers are picking 
convenience and are increasingly less concerned 
about picking the “right” neighborhood.  They 
want easy access to transporta� on, shopping and 
restaurants and are extremely commute conscience.
  Flat yard space remains consistently important.  
For many buyers the yard does not have to be huge, 
but it must feel usable. Despite how environmentally 
unfriendly grass can be, especially in drought years, 
buyers s� ll want grass and an area that they can see 
their kids, dog or friends recrea� ng outdoors.
     Loca� on is impossible to alter and yard space 
is hard to change (although o� en there are crea� ve 
ways to make your yard more user friendly). Also, 
remodeling may not be an op� on or something 
that sellers want to take on given the expense and 
inconvenience of a large remodel project. As the 
market changes it is important to understand that 
a� er eight years of market growth we are possibly 
shi� ing towards a buyer’s market unless a property 
checks every box in terms of loca� on, yard space 

and updates. See the Market 
Update sec� on of our 
website for further details 
and market insights.
 For a more 
comprehensive discussion  
see  the  Market Update 
sec� on  of  our  website  at 
Mar� nHomesTeam.com.

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@Mar� nHomesTeam.com
Darrick@Mar� nHomesTeam.com
www.Mar� nHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

I can’t remember if I fi rst learned to swim in the 
creek behind our house or in the big round 
catt le troughs in the hills. Growing up on the 

ranch both locations off ered a cool respite from 
the heat of the day, however it was the makeshift  
pool at the end of the September grape harvest 
when my dad would wash out the gigantic tanks 
used to haul the grapes to the winery that gave us 
the most joy. We’d fi ll the bins with well water and 
we’d have an instant deep swimming pool, albeit 
with the strong scent of fermentation. Splashing 
around in pink water was grand amusement!
 By the time I was a freshman in high school, 
our parents decided it was time for a real pool. 
Since we lived in the boondocks, 12 miles from 
the nearest town, they knew that if we had a pool, 

all of our friends would hang out at our house and 
my parents could keep a watchful eye on their fi ve 
children. My dad got on the Caterpillar tractor, 
dug a big hole, and built us a pool. True to our 
parents’ expectations, the pool was an instant hit, 
complete with a plethora of screaming teens play-
ing Marco Polo.
 My Mom went to work landscaping around 
the pool, creating lounging areas, installing um-
brellas, adding two brick circles with wrought 
iron patio tables and chairs, and of course, plenty 
of containers of fl owers. Today that original pool 
is still the focal point of our ranch entertainment 
where we gather for swimming, barbecues, bon-
fi res and family fun.   

 ... continued on Page D12

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian  

Splish splash
By Cynthia Brian
“Happiness is a day by the pool.”

Th e gazebo anchors the pool in this prett y backyard. Photos Cynthia Brian



believe in the art of  living well.

PATTI CAMRAS
REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282
patti.camras@camoves.com

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.patticamras.com

Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up

buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, I want

my clients to live well  at every stage of their lives. I’ll

do whatever it takes to help

them enjoy a seamless transition

from one of life’s passages to the

next.  This is my promise.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An

Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real

estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker

Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

MORAGA
Matt Knows

Matt McLeod, Realtor®

925.464.6500 • matt@dudum.com
DRE 01310057

DRE#01882902

JUST LISTED!

14 Ravenhill Lane, Moraga  •  $1,425,000
4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2,270 sf, .46 acre lot

On a private lane in one of Moraga’s most popular neighborhoods 
sits this exquisite single-level ranch home  with breathtaking views!

www.14Ravenhill.com

REPRESENTED HAPPY BUYERS!

5 Paseo Linares, Moraga  •  $2,245,000
5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms, 4,188 sf, 1.53 acre lot

Located in the heart of Moraga on a small cul-de-sac, this 
magnifi cent custom built home met all the buyer’s needs.
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 Th e next best thing to an ocean, lake or river view is a 
pool in the backyard off ering a bucolic vista with the sensi-
bility of nature. A swimming pool has the ability to anchor a 
landscape. Learning to swim is a necessary life skill and the 
exercise of swimming is one of the best full body workouts. 
Much research has been done on the calming eff ects that be-
ing around water has on humans. Stress levels are lowered 
by designs with both green and blue spaces: the green being 
plants and trees and the blue are water features. 
 I am a water baby and a nature girl with an urgent need 
to be surrounded by both. Whether you want to incorporate 
a pool that resembles a natural lake or a lap pool for stren-
uous swimming, having a private pool will off er you, your 
family, and friends years of enjoyment while enhancing the 
beauty of your garden. Children and teens not only get play-
ful exercise but the pool will become a hub of activity with 
birthday parties and other celebrations. And, you’ll know 
where they are and with whom!
 In the recent article “Poolside Living” by Cathy Daus-
man (htt ps://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/is-
sue1214/Poolside-living.html) suggestions for installation 
were chronicled. Make sure to add solar to your budget for 
both the economic and environmental benefi ts. If you’ve 
been pondering the idea of adding a big splash of water to 
your landscape, this is the month to take the plunge in order 
to be ready for the next summer season.
 Although I savor the memories, I doubt I’ll ever swim in 
a catt le trough or grape tank again, but I will always be ready 
to dip into a cool pool.

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian  

Splish splash
... continued from Page D10

A long, shallow pool perfect for fl oating. Splish, splash we are taking a bath! Even these geese love private pools!
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Lap pool, fl anked by lawn, with an ethereal arbor at one end.

Trees cast striking shadows on this tranquil pool and spa.
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Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Gardening Guide
WATER lawns and perennials deeply and thoroughly. September 
is notoriously hot and it’s essential to keep an eye on your plants. If 
they are drooping, they are thirsty. 
IRRIGATE succulents, cactus, and native specimens sparingly as 
their water requirements are minimal.
HYDRA TE yourself constantly. Don’t garden in the heat of the day 
as you could get dangerously dehydrated. Toil in the morning and 
the evening.
CUT back hollyhocks to the ground once they have fi nished 
fl owering. Save the seedpods to share with friends. Within a few 
weeks, you’ll see new green growth as the hollyhocks will continue 
to thrive.
PRUNE fruit trees aft er harvesting. 
STAKE any smaller trees that may break in winter winds.
CONTINUE deadheading roses and fl owering perennials to pro-
long the blooms until winter.
DONATE to Operation Fire Disaster Relief to help in California’s 
recovery. www.BetheStarYouAre.org
RA KE leaves as they fall and put them in the compost bin. If you 
can shred the leaves, they will compost quicker.
KEEP mulch away from trunks of trees and around shrubbery.
BEGIN preparations to renew lawns. October is the month to 
reseed or install a new lawn. Research what type of grass you want 
to install. I’m a fan of Pearl’s Premium. Check it out online at www.
PearlsPremium.com.
GRA B some freebies while visiting me and other contributors to 
my eighth book, “Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers Cel-
ebrating the Gift s of Positive Voices in a Changing Digital World” 
at the Pear and Wine Festival from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
22. Get your books autographed with sales benefi tt ing literacy out-
reach projects. Visit htt p://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Th ank 
you to Lamorinda Weekly for sponsoring.
COLLECT seedpods from marigold, bachelor butt on, amaranth, 
calendula, Four O’clock, hollyhock, zinnia and forget-me-not. 
Spread on a cookie sheet to dry or place in brown paper bags. Next 
month they will be ready to scatt er for a reward of fl owers in spring 
and summer. 
PLACE hay under growing pumpkins to keep them from rott ing.
PLANT asters, the colorful workhorse of the fall garden that create 
habitats for pollinators and grow in poor soil.
SWIM and enjoy the fi nal days of summer. If you are considering 
installing a pool, start the design process now. Find inspiration in 
the photos in this issue.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

Cynthia Brian

Lights in and around a tropical pool add elegance to the night landscape.

An elegant cabana off ers pristine poolside dining.  
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Cynthia Brian, Th e Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards of 
Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling author, actor, radio 
personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder 
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are1® 501 c3. 
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at www.
StarStyleRadio.com.
Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess Gardener 
and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers at www.
cynthiabrian.com/online-store. 
Available for hire for projects and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Cynthia Brian lecturing at Writer’s World with her eight published books.

Lush landscaping plus swimming, volleyball, and a waterfall. A serenity pool mimics a natural lake.

family owned since 1933

Flowers • Trees • Succulents • Pottery & Fountains

Benches • Garden Decor • House Plants • Gifts

Jewelry • Landscape Consultation

3

Fountaiiinnnnnssss


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93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
                 Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on                                       Sunday Open Homes 

LAMORINDA’S  LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE F IRM

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

instagram.com/VillageAssociates 

twitter.com/villageassoc 

License #01301392

OR INDA

432 Miner Road
Charming and stylish one-level living! 
Big family room opens to brick patio 
& total private outdoor living spaces.

OR INDA ORINDA

3 Charles Hill Place
Renovated mid-century haven! 
3157 square feet of light filled living 
amongst the Orinda hills.

17 Valley View Lane
Fully renovated traditional on 1.1 
private acres with valley views. 
Chef’s kitchen, formal dining room. 

1 La Senda
Extremely well maintained & 
updated 4 Bed/4 Bath OCC classic 
on gorgeous grounds. Large spaces 
inside and out.

$1,495,000 $1,650,000

$2,650,000

32 Orchard Road
Centrally located 4 Bed/3.5 Bath open 
floor plan home. Kitchen is a chef’s 
dream! Expansive deck and lawn.

$1,995,000 

820 Acalanes Road
One-of-a-kind updated property w/ 
stunning architectural character. 5 
Beds/4+ Baths/ approx. 5883 SqFt.

4817 Terra Granada Dr., 2A
Move right in! Quiet location 2 Bed/2 
Bath end-unit featuring a spacious 
master, wood floors, and kitchen with 
breakfast nook.

$3,995,000

$569,000

15 Honey Hill Road
Beautifully landscaped 4 Bed/2.5 
Bath/2752 sq.ft. single-level mid-
century modern home on .85 acres.

$1,995,000

$1,175,000

3946 N. Peardale Drive
Charming 4 Bedroom/2 Bath home 
provides a functional floor plan 
perfect for family living.

288 Lakefield Place
4 Acre Panoramic View Estate! 5 
Bed/4 Bath main house, guest 
house, barn, 5 car garage + more!

4030 Happy Valley Road
Elegant gated 4 Bed/4.5 Bath Happy 
Valley estate. Extraordinary attention 
to detail & gorgeous grounds! 

440 Ridgeview Drive
The perfect project! Demo is done, 
so bring your contractor and your 
creativity. 

$1,495,000

$2,295,000

$2,849,000

$499,000

15 Orinda View Road
Spectacular views! Sophisticated yet 
comfortable family living designed 
by architect Richard Bartlett.

30 Miramonte Drive
Beautifully remodeled townhome in 
Miramonte Gardens. This is the one 
you’ve been waiting for!

$3,495,000

$649,000

63 Via Floreado
Incredible light-filled one-level 
living. Ideal easy living floor plan 
with large open living & dining 
rooms. Views too!

147 Camino Don Miguel
Authentic old Orinda Spanish on truly 
special OCC view knoll. 3223 square 
feet of charming living spaces.

$1,850,000

 $1,795,000
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LAFAYETTE
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Shannon Conner

Meara Dunsmore
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Emily Estrada
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Susan Layng

Charles Levine

April Matthews

Hillary Murphy
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John Nash

Tara Rochlin

Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock

Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith

Molly Smith

Jeff Snell

Lynda Snell

Steve Stahle

Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger
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Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker
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