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SMC Gaels junior forward Jaylen Crim, center, takes a shot.
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coach Travis Clarke came on board in 2015, so the Gaels cur-
rently have a lot of freshmen and sophomores on the roster,
but Clarke is optimistic about the strength of the players and
how that strength is starting to show. One player to watch is
sophomore goalie Maleah Milner, who won the starting posi-
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ry’s soccer starts season strong

he Saint Mary’s Gaels women’s soccer team con-
tinued its strong start, winning four of their last five
games. The team lost last season’s leading scorer,

Hannah Diaz, who graduated last year to play professional
soccer, and it was late in the recruitment season when head

tion late last season and who Clarke calls very athletic and ce-
rebral, saying he thinks she will develop into an elite college
goalie. Other standouts include junior forwards Jaylen Crim
and Jordyn Cunningham, who both are on pace for a great
season. (See the full story on Page C1.)
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Lamorinda EBMUD directors project continued water rate increases

By Nick Marnell

John Coleman Photos provided

he Lamorinda board mem-
bers for the East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District ran un-
opposed in the 2018 general
election, so John Coleman and

Civic News A1-A16 5101 B

Marguerite Young

Marguerite Young will retain
their seats for the next four years,
a period in which they foresee
water rates continuing to rise for
their customers.

“I am proudest of my efforts to
accelerate the replacement of our
distribution infrastructure, 4,200
miles of pipeline with an aver-
age age of 70 years,” said Young,
Ward 3 director. She pointed out
the acquisition of Carr Ranch in
Moraga and the major upgrade to
the Orinda Water Treatment Plant
as other major accomplishments
during her tenure.

Young, whose ward includes
Moraga and Orinda, said she will
remain focused on the distribu-
tion pipeline, accelerating the
pace of replacement to ensure
reliable service and minimize
main breaks. She expects to see
pipeline and reservoirs being re-
placed throughout Moraga and
Orinda prioritized based on risk

of failure, changing water de-
mand and other benefits such as
improving pressure for firefight-
ing and coordinating with public
road repair and repaving.

She acknowledged custom-
ers’ frustration with disruptive
EBMUD activities over the last
two years. “We have stepped up
our coordination with local ju-
risdictions including Moraga and
Orinda, which I hope will lead to
smoother operations and less com-
munity disruption during projects
that of necessity tear up streets or
disrupt traffic patterns. This is es-
pecially challenging in Orinda and
Moraga with their narrow streets
and limited detour options.”

Young does not back down
from the need to raise water rates,

Sports

citing that pipeline replacement
“is very costly and is the major
driver behind the rate increases
that I’ve supported. I do expect
our rates to continue to increase
even while water use declines, as
we come to grips with the need
to address periods of water scar-
city due to our changing climate
and to upgrade our infrastructure
to ensure that we can continue to
deliver clean safe reliable water
to our taps 24/7/365.”

... continued on Page A16
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Lafayette
Public Meetings

City Council

Monday, Sept. 24, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, Sept. 24, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Oct. 3, 7 p.m.

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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5271+ SQ. FT. HOUSE ON 1.13% ACRE LOT

810AcalanesRoad.com

THE DANA GREEN TEAM Proudly Presents

810 ACALANES ROAD, LAFAYETTE
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LAFAYETTE’S #1 REALTOR FOR 10 STRAIGHT YEARS!

CALL ME FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO VIEW THESE EXCITING NEW LISTINGS!

DANAGREEN

* HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS
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* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd

in Lafayette
925-284-4440
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Residents make their case for saving trees and pipeline

safety at special meeting
By Pippa Fisher

Dialogue is set to continue
and chainsaws appear to be

set aside, for now at least, follow-
ing a special meeting which saw
top executives from PG&E fac-
ing a variety of tough questions
and concerns from residents.

The special meeting, called
for by Vice Mayor Cam Burks,
brought together the utility, the
California Public Utilities Com-
mission and residents for a meet-
ing with city council leaders
Sept. 10.

The conversation in front of
the regulatory body CPUC is a
result of over a year’s frustration
by residents who want answers to
over 150 safety-related issues.

Initially concerned by the
spring 2017 decision made by
the council, allowing the remov-
al of hundreds of trees on both
privately and city-owned land
which PG&E claims is needed
for pipeline safety as part of the
Community Pipeline Safety Ini-
tiative, residents’ concerns grew
to address the lack of automatic
shut-off valves, exposed pipe-

Photo Pippa Fisher

line, lack of testing and aging
infrastructure. Residents formed
the group Save Lafayette Trees,
which brought a lawsuit against
PG&E and the city.

In a packed room following a
lengthy presentation from PG&E
during which time Council Mem-
ber Mike Anderson intervened to
keep the meeting on track to save
enough time for all residents to
speak, close to 30 of those resi-
dents argued their points articu-
lately and wanted their voices
heard.

Speakers  included  high
school students, engineers, bi-
ologists and first responders who
took issue with many of PG&E’s
claims that tree roots potentially
damage pipeline and that trees
should be removed to allow emer-
gency response access. Several
speakers demanded the $500,000
paid to the city by the utility as
part of the agreement should be
returned and put toward making
Lafayette’s pipelines safer.

SLT co-founder Michael
Dawson accused PG&E of scare

tactics and said that residents
have lost trust in the utility. “This
half-billion dollar Community
Pipeline Safety Initiative is an
unregulated and unnecessary
program, not required by law.
Six years after its rollout, PG&E
has not improved their pipeline
safety record,” he said.

Michael Dawson and many
of the speakers asked for PG&E
to release the city from the 2017
agreement and for the formation
of a citizens advisory committee
to work with the city and the util-
ity.

Having heard public com-
ments Anderson suggested the
first step would be for PG&E to
release the city from any dead-
line. He said he was happy for
the city to return the money and
wanted the issue placed on a fu-
ture agenda. Since Mayor Don
Tatzin and Council Member Ivor
Samson both recuse themselves
from meetings with PG&E, such
a future meeting will have to be
when all three remaining mem-
bers of council can attend.

It did seem that PG&E was
listening and is open to continued
dialogue.

PG&E Marketing and Com-
munications Manager Jeff Smith
commented after the meeting that
they would be open to continuing
a dialogue with those parties pro-
vided it includes the city and the
CPUC. “We are in the process of
deciding on next steps,” he said.

Smith said that PG&E appre-
ciated the city’s interest in look-
ing to facilitate a path forward
to address this important public
safety issue and pointed to the

utility’s previous participation in
“multiple good-faith discussions
with well-intentioned members
of the community looking for
more information on how to
make their city as safe as pos-
sible.”

SLT co-founder Gina Daw-
son was a little more positive
after the meeting. “It was awe-
inspiring to me. From the Cam-
polindo Environmental Club stu-
dents to the octogenarian, what
a range of people passionately
united on a community-wide is-
sue,” she said.

Gina Dawson credits Burks
for getting PG&E and CPUC in
the same room. “Kudos to Mark
Mitchell and Mike Anderson for
ensuring residents adequate time
to comment. Hearing everyone’s
voices was critical. Mike’s of-
fer of return of CPSI money and
question of tree cutting deadline
was incredible and certainly the
right thing to do, in my opinion.
The public witnessed a genuine,
unfettered response to their con-
cerns,” she said.

Burks too was optimistic. “It
was a very constructive meeting.
My hope is that PG&E and Save
Lafayette Trees will keep the dia-
logue going and will bring back
to the council a solution — one
that balances both safety and citi-
zens’ concerns — so that the coun-
cil can act in the best interests of
all Lafayette residents.”

Gina Dawson acknowledges
there’s still a lot of work to be
done, but says “I think the city
and PG&E have clarity on what
the community thinks necessary
to restore credibility.”

Perfect weather for
Lafayette’s 23rd annual Art
and Wine Festival

y lunchtime on Saturday the
festival was already bustling
with crowds browsing the booths
such as the one shown here — Tsalt,
an Oakland-based gourmet season-
ing company started by Cole and

Photos Pippa Fisher
Tsatsaa Campi.

Under cloudless skies and a
temperature hovering around 70
degrees, it was a picture-perfect
day to stroll, enjoy wine and exam-
ine local art. — P. Fisher
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3 bedrooms so you can have an office, a guest room or maybe a baby’s room
and 1 bathroom on 0.16+ acres. Downsizing? Why go far away? Consider this
updated home in a perfect location. With single-story living and a
low maintenance front yard, have the time to enjoy the
people and places you’ve always loved!

Adorable and affordable! All for $679,000 | 285KathleenDr.com

Call Pamela and Melanie today to explore options about what could be
the next exciting chapter in your life. The World is waiting!
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Pamela Halloran

Real Estate Broker

925 323 4100
pamela@pamelahalloran.com
pamelahalloran.com

License #: 00936191

201 Lafayette Circle, Suite 100 | Lafayette, CA 94549

Melanie Peterson-Katz
Realtor”

925 765 4444
melanie.peterson@pacunion.com
melaniepeterson.pacificunion.com
License #:00890767

Listing and Selling
for over 25 years!
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City Council Candidates Night

5 Candidates-Introductions and Q & A

Come, Listen, Question & Decide!
Meet the School Board Candidates, too

September 20 ¢ 7 p.m.

Veterans Memorial Hall, Lafayette

Presented by Lafayette Homeowners Council
Annual Meeting — www.LafayetteHomeownersCouncil.org

Restricted access on

reservoir trail while
EBMUD repaves

By Pippa Fisher

r - i

The repaving of the trail around the reservoir is needed for the more than

one million people who use the facility each year.

Runners and walkers who rely
on pounding the pavement on
the loop around the Lafayette reser-
voir will have to adjust their plans
as the East Bay Municipal Utility
District will be closing first one
side and then the other to allow for
repaving of the trail known as the
Lakeside Nature Trail.

The work is set to start Sept.
17 and is estimated to last through
Oct. 5. EBMUD will be paving one
and a half miles on the western side
first, leaving the other side open to

KEITH
KATZMAN

I’'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate for over 32 years.

925 376 7777 | kkatzman@pacunion.com
License # 00875484
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625 AUGUST DRIVE | 2BR/2 BA | 1262+ SQ.FT.
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182 FERNWOOD DRIVE
RHEEM VALLEY MANOR
FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY

SOLD AT $855,000 - BROKE ALL RECORDS FOR THIS MODEL BY $55,000

15 VIA BARCELONA
4BR/2.5 BA | 2577+ SQ.FT.
OFFERED AT $1,119,000

the public. Once that work is com-
pleted the utility company will be
repaving the eastern side. Connect-
ing trails to the closed portion will
also be closed.

The work is necessary as part

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERMATIOMAL

I’'m selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!

925 376 7777 | kkatzman@pacunion.com

of general maintenance and upkeep
on the pathway, explains EBMUD
Community Affairs Spokesperson
Kathryn Horn, who notes that the
last time the trail was repaved was
12 years ago. The reservoir has
in excess of 1 million visitors per
year.

Mayor proclaims Gold Star
Mothers’ Day in Lafayette

By Pippa Fisher

From left: Jonathan Vega Yelner with his mother, Yolanda “Jolie” Vega,
grandmother Santia Vega Montalvo, aunt Synthia Vega Montalvo, and

brother Mathew Vega Yelner.

he Lafayette City Council

I issued a proclamation to

declare Sept. 30 Gold Star

Mothers’ Day — a day for residents

to acknowledge and honor the

sacrifice of gold star mothers and
families.

Gold star moms include moth-
ers, stepmothers, grandmothers,
mother-in-laws  and  guardians
whose son or daughter died during
active-duty service in the United
States military during a period of
war or hostilities in which the U.S.
Armed Forces were engaged.

These young men and women
include those who died not only in
combat but also in the hospital, on
training, by suicide and at home
while on leave from service.

As Lafayette resident Yolanda
Vega, president of the Golden Gate
Chapter and herself a gold star
mom says, “It’s a distinction none
of the mothers/families want,” but
says they accept the recognition
since they are proud of their chil-
dren.

Photo provided

The tradition of the gold star
began during World War 1. Gold
star mothers and families raise
funds for veterans, active-duty ser-
vice members and their families as
well as other gold star families.

Locally the group visits veter-
ans at the Martinez VA hospital,
letting them know they are honored
and not forgotten. Gold star moth-
ers and families support Veteran’s
Court, sit on boards, which pro-
vide healing, training, coaching,
recognition, counseling and career
placement. They march at parades,
speak at public events and meet
with civic leaders to raise the vis-
ibility of military men and women.
They have formed foundations to
identify and assist veterans who
need a helping hand and they lay
wreaths at the cemeteries and mili-
tary monuments during Wreaths i
Across America. ]

Gold Star Mothers’ Day is ob-
served in the U.S. on the last Sun-
day of September each year.

LISA BRYDON & KRISTIIVES

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been
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3417 Goyak Drive, Lafayette

11
4 BED | 2BATH | $1,275,000

Simply Stylish in Springhill

Tucked back off a fantastic cul-de-sac street
sits this remodeled 2,071+/- sq. ft. home. Enjoys
gourmet kitchen with Wolfe 6-burner range,
Brazilian Walnut hardwood floors and fabulous
spaces. Private backyard with outdoor kitchen,
chicken coop, zipline and detached office/
playhouse structure.

3417GoyakDrive.com

1176 GLEN ROAD | LAFAYETTE

11
4 BED | 4 BATH | $1,895,000

Rustic Chic in Happy Valley Glen

Charm, character and style abound in this
wonderful and distinctive sunlit Lafayette rancher.
Custom kitchen that opens to family room, 3
bedrooms on main level, master suite w/separate
office upstairs, terrific front & backyards, pool
cabana and much, much more!

1176GlenRoad.com

FOR MORE: 925.285.8336 ——

License # 01408025 | 01367466

Living & Selling Lamorinda
BRYDONIVESTEAM.COM | BRYDONIVESTEAM@APR.COM
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verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®, If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.




Moraga

Public Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 7 p.m.
Special Council Meeting:

Tuesday, Sept. 25, 6 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Planning Commission
Monday, Sept. 17, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Design Review

Monday, Sept. 24, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Moraga School District

Wednesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us

See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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24 VISTA DEL MAR, ORINDA
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DRE# 01029160

Contact Jim Colhoun for additional details or to
schedule a private showing.

Offered at $1495,000

jim@apr.com

ORINDA COUNTRY CLUB
Enjoy the coveted location and beautiful views
from this single-level home in the heart of the

Orinda Country Club. Please stop by Sunday,

September 23 from 1-4 PM to view this move-in

ready 4BR/2BA 2382 sq.ft. home with swimming

m . m_ﬂ,lﬂ- 8 pool. Freshly painted. Refinished hardwood floors.
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jimcolhoun.com

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ... EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ... JIM COLHOUN

Candidates to fill Fritzky’s council seat to be interviewed
last week of September

By Nick Marnell

leven candidates, nine of

whom filed on the last pos-
sible day, applied to fill the Moraga
Town Council seat vacated by the
August resignation of Jeanette Frit-
zky. The position will be filled im-
mediately upon the appointment of
an applicant, and the term of office
will expire in December 2020.

The council opted to use an
application-interview-appointment
process to fill the vacancy, similar
to the procedure used by Lafayette
in 2016 to select Ivor Samson to
fill a vacant seat on its governing
board. The applications, due on
Sept. 12, included questions on the
candidate’s background and a state-
ment of qualifications. The candi-

date also had to describe a vision
for Moraga and key issues facing
the community. The town expects
to make the applications public by
Sept. 25.

The 11 applicants range from a
lawyer to a financial advisor to an
education consultant to a Moraga
planning commissioner to a former
director of the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District. Candidate interviews, the
next step in the process, will take
place on Sept. 25 and 26 at the
Moraga town chambers. The inter-
views will be conducted by the four
town council members.

“We need a half hour with
each of them,” suggested Council
Member Kymberleigh Korpus, and

the council agreed on an interview
format of a five minute candidate
statement followed by 25 minutes
of questions and answers. The Sept.
25 meeting will begin at 6 p.m. and
the meeting the following evening
will start one hour later.

As an edge might be gained for
a candidate who listens to preced-
ing interviews, the council agreed
that the order of the interviews
would be selected at random by
the town clerk and published ahead
of the meeting. The fact that some
candidates would attempt to grab
that edge did not faze at least two
council members. “It would not
affect my opinion one way or the
other as these are open and pub-

lic meetings,” Roger Wykle said,
and Korpus agreed. “It would not
negatively affect my opinion of a
candidate at all if that candidate sat
through all the prior interviews in
an attempt to improve their perfor-
mance during their own interview,”
she said.

A decision on the candidate
could be made at the end of the
Sept. 26 session, or the council
could push back the decision to a
succeeding council meeting, as
long as the council names Frit-
zky’s successor by Oct. 21. Should
the council fail to do so, the town
would be required to hold a special
election at cost that could exceed
$100,000.

Plan for fun at annual Pear and Wine Fest

Last year’s pear pie-eating contest.
he Town of Moraga will cel-
ebrate its 20th Annual Pear

and Wine Festival this weekend on

Saturday, Sept. 22, from 11 a.m.

to 3 p.m. at the Moraga Commons

Photo provided

Park. Admission is free to the pub-
lic.

The family-friendly event will
include activities for all ages while
celebrating Moraga’s pear history.

Kids activities will include chalk
art, face painting, a petting zoo, in-
flatable jumpies, and other games
and prizes. Local DJ RyanO will
provide entertainment.

Three Lamorinda wine grow-
ers will be offering tasting at the
event, including wines from Cap-
tain Vineyards, run by Sal and Su-
san Captain of Moraga, Meadow
View Winery run by Bill English,
and Vincenza Ranch Vineyards,
owned by Tony Inzerillo.

Captain Vineyards, which has
been certified Green since 2009
and uses only dry-farmed organic
grapes from the Lamorinda region,
will be pouring three varietals from
their wines, which may include
Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet
Franc, Petite Verdot, Petit Syrah
and Granache.

Meadow View Winery will of-
fer Chardonnay, Rose, Pinot Noir,
a Tuscan style blend, Cabernet
Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon and a

Syrah. All grapes except the pinot
noir are grown in Lamorinda.

Vincenza varietals include
Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay,
Meritage, Petite Syrah, Sangio-
vese, Super Tuscan Blend and Zin-
fandel. They are also known in the
Lamorinda area for their exclusive
Pear Wine made annually for the
Moraga festival.

Beer will also be offered along
with pear cider.

Over 30 community groups
will have booths at the festival.
Food and drink will be available,
along with ice cream, and pear pies
by the slice or whole. Families can
also bring picnics if they prefer.

Scheduled events include an-
nouncing the winners of the pear
recipe contest at 1 p.m. and a pear
pie-eating contest at 1:30 p.m.

While there are no longer any
commercial pear orchards remain-
ing in the Moraga region, the
event, says Parks and Recreation

1134

Supervisor Breyana Brandt, “is
to celebrate the pear history here.
In 1913, this was the largest pear
growing community in the nation.”

Seedlings of pear trees planted
by the padres at San Juan Bautista
are now, more than 200 years later,
the oldest fruit trees in California.
According to the Moraga Histori-
cal Society, they remain in a fair
state of vigor in spite of long ne-
glect, producing large amounts of
fruit yearly. Most of the pears in the
Moraga Valley are Bartlett pears,
planted around 1913 by James Ir-
win of the Moraga Company.

Brandt reports that the Moraga
Park Foundation coordinates an
annual pear harvest, gleaning the
fruit from the town’s many trees
and donating them to the Contra
Costa and Solano County Food
Bank.

Moraga Commons Park is lo-
cated at the corner of St. Mary’s
Road and Moraga Road.

Moraga Townhome!

Coming Soon!

* Fireplace in Living Room

* 2 Covered Parking Spots

* Large Spacious Bedrooms

* Community Swimming Pool

454 Rheem Boulevard, Moraga | Offered at $679,000
3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 1322 Square Feet

This stunning townhome has 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms,
a fabulous floor plan and is conveniently located minutes
from shopping, schools, parks and public transportation.

Home Features:

* Kitchen with Adjoining Breakfast Nook

* Secluded Back Patio
* Inside Laundry

* Access to Top Rated Moraga Schools

*End Unit

* Secluded Back Patio + Garden
* Hardwood Flooring
* Dining Room + Vaulted Ceiling

1722 Saint Andrews Drive, Moraga
3 Bedrooms | 3.5 Bathrooms | 2079t Square Feet

This gorgeous end unit townhome has 3 bedrooms and 3.5
bathrooms, a fabulous floor plan and is conveniently located on a
much sought-after cul-de-sac within the Moraga Country Club.

Home Features:

* Bonus 3rd Bedroom with Full Bathroom
* 2-Car Garage + Additional Storage

* Updated Kitchen + High-End Appliances
* Access to Top-Rated Moraga Schools

Gary Bernie

925 200 2222
gabernie@pacunion.com
License #: 00686144

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERMNATIOMNAL
License # 01866771
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Edy Schwartz leaves deep mark on the town of Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

Edy Schwartz

hen Edy Schwartz passed

away on Sept. 8 after a year
struggling with brain cancer, the
town of Moraga lost not only a
former Citizen of the Year, activist,
and visionary, but also a woman of
rare quality, a seeker of wisdom.
During the Sept. 12 town council
meeting where she was honored,

her friends and people who worked
with her described her as a force
that had changed many lives and
influenced the town.

The proclamation that was
given to her children and grand-
children talked about Schwartz’s
many achievements. She was the
one everyone called simply Edy,
who never sought any official posi-
tion, personal benefit or egotistical
gratification, and tirelessly worked
for over 10 years for the public
good in Moraga.

Mayor Dave Trotter talked
about her civic involvement, in-
cluding her work during the 1974
campaign to incorporate Moraga
and the creation of the Moraga Cit-
izens Network in 2005, her volun-
teerism as president of the Cham-
ber of Commerce and her tireless
efforts to save the Rheem The-

atre. He also noted that Schwartz
founded both the Moraga Commu-
nity Foundation and Lamorinda
Presents, and recognized the com-
munity conversations Schwartz
initiated with her friend Maura
Wolf after the 2016 presidential
election.

Several people talked at the
council meeting, telling their sto-
ries and how Schwartz had impact-
ed them. Derek Zemrak, co-owner
of the Rheem and Orinda theatres
and founder of the California In-
dependent Film Festival, unveiled
a plaque engraved in Schwartz’s
name to be added to the theatres’
Hall of fame.

Schwartz, who referred to her-
self as an introvert, was described
by her very longtime friend Ellen
Beans as a bridge builder, a vision-
ary who saw possibilities because

she had no bias, and could reach
out to all because she was nonjudg-
mental.

A teacher and a psycholo-
gist she was a peace activist who
believed in democracy. Her life
was spent seeking people and
convincing them of what could
be. Beans confirmed privately
that Schwartz’s ultimate quest
was spiritual. She was a humanist
who believed in the power of be-
ing present. Schwartz was lead by
the same principles she was living.
She sought wisdom in her personal
life to be able to lead from the wide
lens of compassion. She thought
that the key to affecting social
change and being a leader was to
take full responsibility for her life
and align her values of humility,
generosity, compassion, courage,
equanimity, and joy with her ev-
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eryday actions.

All these years, she also worked
with groups of friends on her spiri-
tual quest: reading, studying and
always seeking to better herself
and live her life by the values that
were most important to her.

Schwartz was loved because
she loved people, and inspired
them to be their best. Her life was
a process of bettering herself in or-
der to better serve her country, her
community and her family.

Schwartz is survived by her
husband, Jeff, with whom she had
been married for 55 years, her son
and daughter, both living with
their spouses in Moraga, and four
grandsons. The family has invited
her friends to a celebration of her
life at 3 p.m. Oct. 6 in the Redwood
Circle at Rancho Laguna Park.
(See Remembrance, on Page A15.)

Moraga Auto Row may be on its way out of town

By Nick Marnell

Everything must go!

Moraga residents who want
to purchase a used car can
wade through social media post-
ings, click on automobile websites
like AutoTrader or stop along the
west side of Moraga Way between
School Street and Viader Way and
literally kick the tires of a handful
of cars for sale.

At any given time, three to five

Photo Nick Marnell

cars are parked along the artery,
many featuring window signage
that includes sales data like year,
mileage and asking price. The prac-
tice has been going on for as long
town officials can remember.
Things may be about to change.
Town officials took a drive
along Moraga Way in early Sep-
tember and determined that the auto

row clearly violated the town’s mu-
nicipal code, which states that “no
operator of a vehicle may park the
vehicle upon a street for the prin-
cipal purpose of advertising or dis-
playing it for sale unless authorized
by resolution of the town council.”

... continued on Page A16
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Orinda

Public Meetings

City Council

Monday, Oct. 2, 7 p.m.

Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 25, 7 p.m.

Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Citizens’ Infrastructure

Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District
Monday, Oct. 8, 6 p.m.

Regular Board Meeting

8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Karen Paulsen

Broker Associate

925 698 3252
homes@karenpaulsen.com
karenpaulsen.com
License # 01351931

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

8 FLEETWOOD COURT, ORINDA | SOLD AT $1,316,250

REPRESENTED THE BUYERS
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“We would highly recommend Karen to any
buyer or seller looking for an agent with
extensive local experience.”

- Cynthia and Scott Taylor

- Mary Jane Koller

“Karen is a strong speaker in negotiations and
social situations. She helped me sell my home for
top price in one week.”

Orinda amends private street policy —

Gee votes no
By Sora O’Doherty

he city council adopted a re-

vised policy on accepting pri-
vate streets on Sept. 4, with Coun-
cil Member Darlene Gee casting
the only negative vote and Coun-
cil Member Eve Phillips recusing
herself as a new homeowner on a
private street. Many private street
residents spoke at the meeting in
opposition to the revised policy
and of 34 written submissions, only
two supported the revised policy.
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Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

Director of Public Works Larry
Theis and City Manager Steve Sa-
lomon recommended the revised
policy, which requires, among other
things, that the street “be required
for traffic circulation which pro-
vides benefit to the general public.”
This would appear to rule out cul-
de-sacs, and public speakers ques-
tioned how the city could justify its
existing 82 public cul-de-sacs but
refuse to consider adding any pri-
vate ones. The policy also requires
streets to be brought up to current
standards, which in some cases may
be impossible and in other cases
might be prohibitively expensive.

Vice Mayor Inga Miller re-
turned repeatedly to the concept
of “public benefit,” suggesting that
without it, adopting any private
streets would constitute a gift of
public funds, but did not address
the apparent contradiction in treat-
ment of existing public and private
cul-de-sacs. City council members
pointed out that private street resi-
dents benefitted from the mainte-
nance of public streets, but did not
address the fact that while private
street residents pay taxes equal to
public street residents, including
new fees that cover damage gar-
bage trucks do to public roads, resi-
dents of public streets enjoy main-
tenance of their streets and do not
bear any liability for events such as
sinkholes, while private street resi-
dents enjoy no such maintenance
and bear full liability.

Theis and Salomon have been

promoting the idea of special bene-
fit assessment areas, and provisions
for them have been included in the
revised policy. This would require
60 percent of property owners on a
private street to put up $1,000 each
to have a vote on a special benefit
assessment area. If approved by
over 50 percent of residents, they
would pay additional taxes over
a period of from 10 to 30 years
to cover the cost of bringing the
street up to current standards, and
in return the city would accept
the street, maintain it and assume
the liability for it, if it met all the
other criteria in the policy. If the
special benefit assessment area
is approved, the $1,000 deposits
would be returned to the property
owners, but if the special benefit
area were not approved, the city
would retain the deposits to cover
its costs for the public hearings and
election on the issue. If adopted,
the costs would include an initial
engineering study to determine
the condition of a road, including
any underlying structures such as
drains or culverts, and what would
be required to bring it up to current
standards. Residents objected that
the costs of both the study and the
actual work have been overestimat-
ed by the city.

City staff argue that most cities
have both public and private streets,
and that residents who live on pri-
vate streets knowingly accepted all
the consequences of that designa-
tion when they purchased their

residents unhappy;

homes. Private streets in Orinda fall
into different categories. Some, as
in more recent developments, were
designed to be private and were not
offered to the city. Others, mostly
in older developments, were of-
fered to the city when the devel-
opment was completed, but, for
whatever reason, the city declined
to accept the street. Some of these
developments were completed long
ago, before the incorporation of the
city in 1985. At that time, stan-
dards for roads might have been
much less stringent, according to
Orinda Senior Civil Engineer Jason
Chen. However, Valerie Colber, an
Orinda resident and property owner
for more than 60 years, said that
deeds do not state that the street
is private. “Most taxpayers never
requested that their streets be pri-
vate,” she claimed.

Gee said that while she ap-
preciated staff coming back to the
council with the revised policy,
it was not what she had expected
and she disagreed with the resolu-
tion proposed by staff and did not
support it. She pointed out that city
maintenance and drainage plans
for the public streets are not com-
plete. “The community has pulled
together,” she said, “and the av-
enues of raising funds are limited
while there are no viable resourc-
es.” Thus the council will probably
have to ask the voters to approve
additional funds to complete the
work on the public roads.

... continued on Page A1l

About Steven Danziger:

3+ decades of Public Sector Experience
20 yrs as Civilian Admin Mgr with Oakland Fire

23 yr Resident of Orinda

Orinda Parks & Rec Commissioner

Former Scoutmaster, Youth Coach, Swim Club VP
Master’s in Public Administration

Former Yosemite Park Archeologist

UC Master Gardener

Goals:

Maintain & Enhance Fire Safety/Prevention

Fiscal Responsibility & Accountability

Strengthen Relationships with local public agencies
Be Responsive & Accessible to All

Endorsements (partial List):

State of Ca. Democratic Party

Democratic Party of Contra Costa County
Lamorinda Democratic Club, Central Labor Council

of Contra Costa County

International Association Of Firefighters Local 1230
Moraga-Orinda Professional Firefighter’s Assoc.
Orinda resident, Robert Lipp, FEMA, USAR Task

Force 4 Chief

Orinda resident, Lance Calkin, Albany Fire Chief
Adrian Sheppard, Richmond Fire Chief

Darin White, Oakland Fire Chief

James Williams, Asst Chief, Sonoma County
Manuel Navarro, Division Chief Menlo Park Fire
Brian Oftedal, East Contra Costa Fire District
Don Parker, San Ramon Valley Fire Board
Tyehimba Peyton, Lathrop Manteca Fire Board
Melinda Drayton, Oakland Deputy Chief

John Baker, Retired Oakland Fire chief

Bill Moore, Retired Oakland Fire Chief

Alford Nero, Retired Tracy Fire Chief

Ray Dossa, Retired Battalion Chief

Megan Bryan, Firefighter, Saint Mary’s College

Women’s Basketball ‘02

Paid for by International Association of Firefighters Local
1230 Political Activity Committee FPPC 744488

1o DANZIGER

THE ONLY DISTRICT 3 CANDIDATE WITH ANY FIRE SERVICE OR GOVERNMENT EXPERIENCE!

Vote -
DANZIGER

Moraga-Orinda
Fire District
Division 3
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DANGER

stevedanzigerforMOFD.com
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FaceBook: Steven Michael Danziger
for MOFD District 3
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Why Listing Your Home For Sale This Fall Makes Sense

--' :I'-I'..” '-L.-- T

We offer both a relaxed atmosphere and
a sports bar, something for families,

couples, students and seniors. On the
menu you'll see many of Roman Italian
specialities, from the classic bruschetta
made with melted fontina cheese and
sautéed mushroomsito mista and
arugula salads, an array of wood-fired
pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of
primis and seconds. The restaurant has

E full bar and a generause wine list.
L g

o www.pizzapellegrini.com

925-377-0977
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Call me today to find out how to net top $ for your home!

Results

Frank Woodward
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OUSD welcomes new board member Liz Daoust as Rossiter exits

By Sora O’Doherty

Liz Daoust

Photos Sora O'Doherty

q s Liz Daoust was the only
person nominated to run for

the open seat on the Orinda Union
School District board; no election
was necessary and the district was
spared the expense. She will take
her seat in December for a four-
year term, along with returning
members Carol Brown and Jason
Kaune, who supported her by run-
ning with her as a slate.

Daoust is the mother of three
girls, ages 8, 7 and 5, all attend-
ing Glorietta this year, and Daoust
is thrilled to have them all in one

Julie Rossiter
school. Already a board member
of the Friends of the Orinda Li-
brary, Daoust is devoted to volun-
teerism, and is very excited to take
on the challenge of the OUSD.
“I really love serving this town,”
she said during a recent interview,
adding, “I really care about kids,
teachers, and community. Teach-
ers are my favorite people,” she
mused, “I am so impressed by the
amount of energy and patience
they devote to their students.”
Daoust earned a master’s from
Harvard in educational policy

and management. During gradu-
ate school, she tutored and started
teaching middle school as soon as
she completed her degree. She has
also been dean of students both in
New Hampshire and Palo Alto.
Thus she has a combination of
both teaching and administrative
skills that is, she says, somewhat
rare among school administrators.
Daoust says that she respects all
the members of the school board
and is excited to work with them
and with Superintendent Carolyn
Seaton, whom Daoust praises as
being a wonderful communicator
who has assembled a great team.

The two school bonds on the
November ballot have been tak-
ing up some of Daoust’s time, as
she campaigns for their passage.
She anticipates that her term on
the board will be busy with facility
upgrades. Although the position
on the school board is voluntary,
Daoust takes a professional ap-
proach to it. “I see this as my next
job,” she says.

Outgoing OUSD Board Mem-
ber Julie Rossiter feels she is leav-
ing the district in a good place.

When Rossiter was first elected

to the OUSD board in 2010, it was
in the middle of a budget crisis that
brought deep cuts to the school
budget. But in the intervening
eight years she believes that the
district has made great progress,
developing a new strategic plan,
adopting a facilities master plan,
and hiring Seaton as the new su-
perintendent. “These are all posi-
tive changes,” Rossiter believes,
and represent a ton of accomplish-
ments. As she finishes her second
and final term on the board, Ros-
siter is hard at work promoting the
two school bond issues that will be
on the ballot in November.

So what does Rossiter an-
ticipate new board member Liz
Daoust will be facing when she
joins the board? If the school bond
passes, Rossiter anticipates lots of
positive developments on the fa-
cilities side. She hopes that work
will continue to try to centralize
fundraising efforts, similar to what
Lafayette and Moraga have done,
to shift the effort from the indi-
vidual school level to the district
level.

Other continuing and upcom-
ing projects for the board include

professional ~ development  for
teachers and an ongoing commit-
ment to hiring and retaining the
best teachers. Each of the schools
in the district is developing “mak-
er spaces” where kids can come
and experiment with the process
of making things. Orinda Inter-
mediate School offers this as an
elective, Rossiter says, while at
the elementary schools students
may have access to the maker
space during recess, at lunch, or
after school. In the maker space
kids might find robotics, or LEGO
walls. One of the developments
to look out for if the bonds pass
is the future development of the
Wagner Ranch Nature Area. One
of the bonds specifically provides
for broadening community access
to the nature area. Rossiter would
like to see a classroom space add-
ed to area, and ultimately thinks
the district will be able to provide
a much more robust facility and
programing.

Although she’ll be off the
board, Rossiter intends to remain
actively engaged in education, be
it fundraising or policy advocacy.
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Fire Districts

Public Meetings
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Moraga-Orinda Fire

District Board of Directors
Wednesday, Sept. 19, 7 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting
location, times and agendas. Visit
www.mofd.org

ConFire Board of Directors
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107,
Administration Building,

651 Pine St., Martinez

For meeting times and agendas,
visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
community.

Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

925-377-0977
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MOFD welcomes Truck 44 into its apparatus fleet

By Nick Marnell
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From left, firefighter-paramedic Jeremy Kshevatzky, Capt. Brad Nygard and engineer Clayton Hoover.

hat head-turning, bright red,

articulated fire truck that has
been on training runs in Moraga
and Orinda streets for the past few
weeks was put into service Sept. 10
at Moraga-Orinda Fire District Sta-
tion 44. The $1.2 million truck is
part of a major apparatus purchase
approved by the district board in
2017.

The new vehicle is indeed a
showstopper. “We’ve been getting
a lot of comments from the public
and from other agencies about how
beautiful this truck is,” Capt. Brad

Nygard said.

But the truck has not arrived
without controversy. Two district
board members voted against its
purchase, with director John Jex
wary that the district was not in a
solid enough financial position to
spend nearly $3 million on new ap-
paratus. Others argued that a quint
—avehicle that carries an aerial lad-
der, a ground ladder, a pump, water
and a hose — would have been a
more prudent purchase.

A quint operates both as a fire
truck and a fire engine but accord-

Photo Nick Marnell
ing to many firefighters, does nei-
ther operation well. “I know what
an engine can do and I know what a
truck can do,” Capt. Daryle Balao,
one of the original MOFD firefight-
ers, said at the time. “My responsi-
bility as a truck captain is to open
holes and break things so that the
engine company can put the fire
out.” A ladder truck carries extrica-
tion equipment and specialized res-
cue supplies. It carries more tools
than an engine but no water. Its
100-foot aerial ladder is bigger. Its
features are more in line with cur-

rent firefighting needs, said Balao.

The Spirit of Saint Mary’s, the
truck donated to MOFD by the
college in 2001, became a reserve
vehicle at Station 41 once the new
truck was put into front line service
at Fire Station 44. That change also
caused controversy, with Moraga
residents complaining about the
district moving the truck to Orinda.

“I make no decisions based on
politics of the district,” said Fire
Chief Dave Winacker. The chief
stressed the central location of Sta-
tion 44, noting that the travel time
from the station is almost identical
to both Orinda Village and Saint
Mary’s College.

As for accessibility, Winnacker
said that Truck 41 was unable to ac-
cess 170 streets and courts and an ad-
ditional 21 portions of various streets
and courts in the district. Because of
the increased mobility of its articulat-
ing chasis, Truck 44 will be able to
access all but six streets and courts.
That list excludes areas that MOFD
does not respond with a truck, such as
Canyon, Bollinger, and other outly-
ing areas. In those areas, road access
is not the issue, but the rural nature
of the community with the associat-
ed vegetation and property setbacks
makes a truck ineffective, and Win-
nacker said the district responds with
an engine instead.
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News Reporter « Local Business Leaders, Teachers and
Firefighters and many more
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Department

investigates death of child
stranded in vehicle

By Nick Marnell
19-month old toddler died
ept. 11 after being left unat-
tended in a car on Hardie Drive for
several hours by a family member.

Moraga police and Moraga-
Orinda Fire District emergency
personnel responded to a medical
call around 4 in the afternoon and
discovered a child who was not
breathing. Paramedics performed
life saving measures and transport-
ed the child, Lily Aracic, to John
Muir Medical Center in Walnut
Creek, where she was later pro-
nounced dead.

The outside temperature at the
time first responders arrived at the
scene was approximately 80 degrees.

“It is an absolute tragedy,”
Moraga Police Chief Jon King
said. “It has impacted everyone,
including my officers, firefighters,
the dispatchers, the people in the
emergency room.” It was the first
incident of its kind he can remem-
ber in Moraga, King said, and the
third this year in California.

The chief outlined preventive
measures for drivers who bring a
child along for the ride. “Look be-
fore you walk,” he said, advising
drivers to make sure that a child,
or a pet, or even valuables like a
laptop or a briefcase, are in plain
view in the back seat of the car.
He suggested purposely leaving
something in the back seat near the
passenger, like a phone, or a purse,
something you absolutely have to
get, and no way would forget.

King also recommended setting
up checks and balances between
the driver and the destination. “If a
child should be dropped off some-
where at 9:00, and the child has not
arrived by 9:15 or so, have the re-
ceiving party call just to check on
the delay,” he said.

The incident is under investi-
gation by the Moraga Police De-
partment. The determination of
the exact cause of Aracic’s death
is pending a report by the Contra

Costa County Coroner’s office.
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Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report

Civil Problem

County Solicitor Permit

Wagner Ranch Elementary

10 Block Eastwood Dr.

Aug. 26-Sept. 8 Dependent Child Moraga Way/Valley View Dr.
Alarms 54 Disturbance-D'omestic Camino Pablo/Eb Sr 24

911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 5 Drgnk AIn Public 500 Block Moraga Way ‘
Traffic 107 Dui Misd San Pablo Dam Rdt/Camlno Pablo
S 8- q Rheem Blvd./Glorietta Blvd.

uspicious Circumstances 5 . .

o q Orinda Intermediate School
Suspicious Subjects 13 . . .
S .. Vehicl 13 Fireworks Los Arboles/Camino Don Miguel
Pu:p;c];ous f/ Slc es itv Check 26 20 Block Marston Rd.

a ro. eques. i ccurity Lhec Found Adult 10 Block Altarinda Cr.
Service to Citizen 46 Found Property Orinda Senior Village
Suppl‘emental Report 16 Grand Theft From Building 50 Block La Espiral
Vacation House Check 26 Hit And Run Misdemeanor Pine Grove Business
Welfare Check 4 Complex
Abandoned Vehicle 40 Block Brookwood Rd. Police Department
Accident Injury Mcdonnell Nursery Ardilla Rd./Camino Pablo
Accident Property Bear Creek Rd./Camino Pablo 10 Block Orinda Way

Village Gate Rd/Orindawoods Dr. - [gentity Theft 20 Block Lavina Ct.

Wells Fargo Juvenile Disturbance 500 Block Miner Rd.
Annoying A Child 100 Block Crest View Dr. Glorietta Elementary School
Auto Burglary Wilder Sports Fields Loitering Sycamore Rd./Miner Rd.
Battery 10 Block Patricia Rd. Loud Music 70 Block Hillcrest Dr. (2)
Burglary McCaulous Loud Noise 10 Block Lloyd Ln.

Loud Party

Medical Hospital

Ordinance Violation

Other Misdemeanor
Petty Theft

Petty Theft From Veh

Public Assembly Check

Public Nuisance

Reckless Driving

10 Block La Campana Rd.
Orinda Country Club
500 Block Miner Rd. (2)
10 Block Great Oak Cr.
10 Block Lost Valley Dr.
100 Block Overhill Rd.
Miner Rd./Camino Pablo
McDonnell Nursery
30 Block Charles Hill Ln.
10 Block Great Oak Cr.
10 Block Cielo Ct.
10 Block Valley Dr.
10 Block Camino Sobrante
30 Block Charles Hill Cr.
Safeway
20 Block Austin Ct.

Sleepy Hollow School
Orinda Way/Camino Sobrante
Avenida De Orinda/Orinda Way
Orinda Way/Avenida De Orinda
E Altarinda Dr./Orindawoods Dr.
800 Block Ironbark P1.
Hall Dr./Moraga Way
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr. (2)

Residential Burglary
Robbery Strongarm

School Assembly Check

Traffic Hazard

Trespass
Vandalism
Verbal Dispute

Walk Through

Warrant Arrest

Moraga Way/Oak Dr.

Ivy Dr./Descanso Dr.
Camino Pablo/Los Amigos
10 Block E Altarinda Dr.
Hidden Valley Rd./Tahos Rd.
Mhs (7)

300 Block Camino Pablo
Del Rey School

Rheem Blvd./Glorietta Blvd.
10 Block Charles Hill Rd.
Orchard Rd./Glorietta Blvd.
500 Block Miner Rd.

100 Block Orchard Rd.
Canon Dr./El Toyonal

300 Block Camino Sobrante
20 Block La Cuesta Rd.

100 Block Crest View Dr.

10 Block Mira Loma

Cvs

10 Block Camino Sobrante (2)
Theater Square

Miramonte High School
Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd.
10 Block Theatre Sq 106

MORAGA-ORINDA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

Providing Financial

Sustainability, Experience
and The Highest Level Of
Service For Our Community
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BAITA

Baitx4mofd.com

Endorsed By:

* Moraga Town Council
+ Moraga Citizens of the Year
* Moraga-Orinda Professional Firefighters

Association

* Moraga Police Officers Association
* Central Labor Council of Contra

Costa County

* Moraga Teacher’s Association

Paid for by International Association of Firefighters Local 1230
Political Activity Committee FPPC 744488
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Lafayette City Council candidates answer questions ahead of the
November election

By Pippa Fisher

Photo provided

Susan Candell

Lamorinda Weekly reached out
to the Lafayette City Council
candidates and posed four ques-
tions on key topics pertaining to La-
fayette. Responses were limited to
50 words due to space constraints.
The issues are complex, however,
and to learn more, residents can
attend the Lafayette Homeowners
Council Candidates Night, to hear
what all city council candidates and
school board members have to say
at 7 p.m. Sept. 20 at the Lafayette
Veterans Memorial Hall.

Running for city council this
year are Susan Candell, Teresa Ger-
ringer, Karen Maggio, [vor Samson
and Dave Smith.

Responses are listed below
each question and are presented
in alphabetical order of the candi-
dates’ last name.

1. How should city govern-
ment handle downtown develop-
ment and what is your opinion
about the recent Deer Hill Road
development proposal or the pas-
sage of Assembly Bill 2923?

Candell: Lafayette can and
should act now to enforce balance
between growth, parking, traf-
fic and infrastructure. AB2923 is
flawed and sets minimum zoning
standards that our infrastructure
cannot manage. The 315 Apart-
ments at Deer Hill will cause irrep-
arable harm to the environment and

Teresa Gerringer

gridlock. Lafayette urgently needs
to be proactive.

Gerringer: Development
needs to adhere to the General and
Downtown Specific plans, to safe-
guard school, traffic and safety
impacts. AB2923 is new law that
allows BART to step in to build
housing and commercial space on
its property; I worked hard against
this measure because it bypasses
local planning.

Maggio: Lafayette’s General
Plan, the Downtown Specific Plan,
and the Hillside Ordinances guide
our city’s progress. The plans and
rules were developed after years of
community input. AB 2923 would
undermine these and our commu-
nity’s authority to control planning
decisions near BART stations. Cit-
ies should band together to vigor-
ously oppose AB2923.

Samson: Downtown develop-
ment must be consistent with the
General and Downtown Specific
plans and must be scrutinized for
impacts, especially on traffic. Pro-
posed development on Deer Hill
should be carefully reviewed for
impacts, especially on schools,
traffic and public health. T fought
for retention of legal counsel with
land use expertise.

Smith: As I’ve knocked on
doors, I've heard concern about
development negatively impact-

Karen Maggio

ing our quality of life and frustra-
tion that resident voices are often
ignored. Deer Hill exposed divides
and AB2923 will further test us. It’s
been 16 years since we last updat-
ed Lafayette’s General Plan. Let’s
unite around a collective vision.

2. Traffic is a growing concern
among Lafayette residents. What
do you think is the best strategy
for tackling traffic, especially in
the Pleasant Hill Road corridor?

Candell: As a Circulation
Commissioner, I’'m helping roll
out the Downtown Congestion im-
provements. I advocated for resi-
dents on Reliez Valley Road to in-
crease safety and reduce delays for
their bus routes, and will continue
this new regional cooperation and
find real traffic solutions for Pleas-
ant Hill Road without an enormous
price tag.

Gerringer: Pleasant Hill Cor-
ridor traffic is a regional issue re-
quiring collaboration with other ju-
risdictions to implement solutions,
like efforts to reduce Reliez Valley
Road traffic. Continued collabora-
tion with schools to implement rec-
ommendations of the Downtown
Congestion Reduction Study, par-
ticularly pedestrian/bike pathways
to schools, downtown and BART is
also required.

Maggio: Planning tools such
as Streetlight Insight access data

Ivor Samson

from smart devices, determine root
causes of congestion, and forecast
future conditions. Unlike surveys
and traffic counts, the tools deter-
mine trip origins (residents vs. non
residents) and best ways to mitigate
traffic at its source. [ would deploy
such tools to inform strategies.

Samson: Traffic congestion
is a reality which, given geogra-
phy and infrastructure, can only
be tweaked. I advocated for traffic
calming along Reliez Valley Road,
which has helped somewhat. Be-
cause the ability to control traffic
stops at the city limits, meaning-
ful change along the Pleasant Hill
Road corridor requires regional so-
lutions.

Smith: With kids at Springhill
and Diablo Valley Middle School,
I’ve experienced painful commutes
and difficulty of BART parking. We
must rethink our traffic patterns,
public transportation, and parking
options. 1 propose a Lamorinda
Jitney (regional transit option) that
leverages technology, takes cars off
our roads, and meets the needs of
our working families.

3. Do you think transparency
in the current city council is an
issue? If so, how would you sug-
gest improving it? If not, please
feel free to take a moment to ex-
plain your position.

Candell: City council should

Dave Smith

not approve significant deals with
utilities, developers or others with-
out public communication and dis-
cussion. Conflicts of interest have
been addressed for commissioners,
which I supported. Lafayette resi-
dents are knowledgeable, involved,
and well-informed, and 1 will ad-
vocate for more resident input and
transparency, not less.

Gerringer: As a 19-year mem-
ber of the Lafayette School Board, I
believe in engaging the community
in transparent, open and meaning-
ful ways, and complying with open
meeting laws that define what busi-
ness is conducted in open or closed
session. Given these rules the cur-
rent council operates in a transpar-
ent manner.

Maggio: The Brown Act re-
quires full disclosure in documen-
tation of city matters and coun-
cil activities. While the city may
comply with Brown, the issue is
in a lack of detail and content in its
documents. I would ensure that all
documentation is complete, clear,
and fully covers the matters dis-
closed.

Samson: Yes. I fought for a
stringent conflict of interest ordi-
nance over strenuous opposition
and have advocated other measures
to improve accountability and
transparency.

... continued on next page

SUSAN CANDELL

A Lamorinda resident for
40+ years, Nuclear Engineer,
MIT and Cal graduate, married

with two children

Susan’s decision making
independent and objective.

approach.”

Follow Susan

f

“..Susan has been an active
community volunteer in many
municipal areas, including traffic,
safe school routes, planning and
development. She’s respectfully
encouraged our current City
Council members to push their
thinking beyond the status quo. °

process is always well-informed,

-- Jean Follmer, o
Former Lafayette °
School Board Member °

@susanforlafayette

A Voice for the Voters!

Established, Experienced Community Leader

e Circulation Commissioner
Lafayette Community Foundation Board Member
President, Springhill Valley Homeowners Association
Active at City Council meetings for past 5 years
Deep understanding of Traffic and Parking problems

Will Stand for What is Right for Citizens
Advocate for our residents and our semi-rural quality of life

for LAFAYETTE CITY COUNCIL

SUPPORT INTELLIGENT GROWTH IN LINE WITH
INFRASTRUCTURE CAPACITY

CREATE STRONG CITY - SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP
PROVIDE SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOL

REDUCE TRAFFIC CONGESTION
PROTECT OUR HILLSIDES AND RIDGELINES

Susan Candell is the Most Qualified Candidate
to Deliver Smart Solutions!

“I am not supporting Susan because

| know I will agree with her on every
decision. I am supporting her because
I know she will truly listen, that she
has the technical background to
understand complex issues, and
because she has the courage and
determination to do what she thinks

is right for the community.”

e  Will protect our City and voter rights when faced with

excessive growth

e Supported new Conflict of Interest Ordinance (commissioner code of ethics)

Lafayette needs Susan'’s fresh

Results-driven Professional Engineer

Will bring much-needed Tech and Engineering expertise to City Council
Will provide technical evaluations of our programs for health and safety
Submitted 20+ technical letters to the City regarding negative impacts of proposed projects

Former Lafayette City Council Member

-- Traci Reilly

VOTE SUSAN CANDELL Lafayette City Council!

to learn more or to get involved, go to our website at...

Paid Political Advertisement

Paid for by Susan Candell 2018 City Council, FPPC# 1410191

SUSANCANDELL.COM
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The Lafayette Homeowners Council sponsors
Candidates Forum, Sept. 20

The Lafayette Homeowners Council (LHC) is sponsoring its year-
ly Candidates Night at 7 p.m. Sept. 20 at the Lafayette Veterans Me-
morial Hall, 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd. All residents are welcome. This
year five candidates will be on the November ballot for just two City
Council positions. Each candidate will have five minutes to introduce
themselves and speak regarding their individual positions on various
Lafayette issues. After each of the candidates have spoken, members
of the audience will be able to ask questions of any candidate.

Also, the LHC has invited the four School Board “candidates” to
its Candidates Night and each has been asked to introduce themselves
and speak for 2-3 minutes regarding their views on schools and edu-

cation in Lafayette.

The meeting will also include a brief “Annual Meeting” agenda by
the LHC and we also hope to hear from our mayor.

Moraga Citizens Network hosts Candidates

Night, Oct. 3

Moraga’s Candidates Night will feature the three Moraga
Town Council candidates — Mike McCluer, Dave Trotter and Steve
Woehleke — who will speak on important issues from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, Oct. 3 at the Holy Trinity Serbian Church, 1700
School Street in Moraga. Bring questions or submit your questions
via email to MCN94556@gmail.com. This free event is sponsored by

the Moraga Citizens Network.

Orinda City Council Candidate Forum, Oct. 3
The Orinda Association will host the City Council Candidate Fo-

rum, featuring candidates Dennis Fay, Eve Phillips, Kathleen Jenkins,

Amy Worth and Nick Kosla, from 7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 3 at

the Orinda Library Auditorium.
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ANA ZIMMANK

SRES
GLOBAL LUXURY SPECIALIST

M. 925.640.6008

ana.zimmank@camoves.com
CalBRE #00469962

the difference

When it comes to your most important real
estate investments, trust the professional
who is exceeding expectations every day.
Whether you are looking for the perfect
home to suit your lifestyle or want to sell

¢ your home for the best return, you can
count on me to carefully guide

you through the process.
Experience the difference. P
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Orinda amends private

street policy

... continued from Page A6
Gee pointed out that some 1,500
households of voters in Orinda live
on private roads, implying that this
could affect the passage of future
road measures. Gee supports the
formation of a task force to exam-
ine potential solutions to the private
streets issue, which has been re-
jected by the council. “I have never
found it beneficial,” she concluded,
“to not listen to people.”

Mayor Amy Worth said that
she had discussed the matter with
Bobbie Landers, who was mayor of
Orinda at the time it was incorpo-
rated. Most cities have public and
private roads, she said, and most

cities do not have a policy on ac-
cepting private roads. “We would
love to be able to accept all of the
private streets,” she said, but con-
cluded that the city’s very small
budget made her mindful of taking
on any public liability.

Several revisions to the revised
policy were considered by the
council. In the end, they added lan-
guage that allows the city council
to approve exceptions, on a case by
case basis, to the rule that excluded
private roads subject to homeown-
ers’ associations or similar entities
from acceptance as public streets.

Lafayette City council candidates

... continued from Page A10
I have a different, legal-based per-
spective, but more needs to be done
to ensure that we have responsive
municipal government that listens
to its citizens.

Smith: The seminal issue is a
lack of trust with many residents
feeling outside and unheard. We
must reimagine our community
engagement strategies to better lis-
ten to residents. I have 15 years of
experience putting the public back
in public engagement and provid-
ing venues for dialogue that build
empathy and trust.

4. Many residents have ex-
pressed anger about plans by
PG&E to cut down hundreds of
trees in Lafayette and have many
safety concerns they want the
utility company to address. How
do you believe the city should
proceed with PG&E regarding
these issues?

Candell: As an engineer, |
know gas pipeline integrity proj-

ects should include pipeline inspec-
tions, remote shut-off valve instal-
lation, old pipeline replacements,
but not necessarily tree removal.
The city should help residents pro-
tect their trees, listen to the CPUC
regarding PG&E actions, and com-
pensation spent on replacing trees
in place.

Gerringer: The city (hosted)
a forum with residents, PG&E,
and the California Public Utilities
Commission to address resident
concerns and find common ground.
Facilitating an open dialogue will
result in better outcomes. Letting
PG&E know our concerns and
working with them is necessary
to keeping Lafayette beautiful and
safe.

Maggio: Our community cares
about trees. The Tree Protection
Ordinance protects them. Utili-
ties should be required to follow
the same ordinances that our citi-
zens are required to follow. At the

Special City Council Meeting on
September 10th the city and PG&E
(explained) how they are comply-
ing with the ordinance.

Samson: I represent clients in
litigation against PG&E and re-
ceive benefits from PG&E due to
past employment. Accordingly, I
am recused from all matters related
to PG&E and cannot comment. [
do, however, encourage everyone
to actively join in the on-going city/
PG&E debate.

Smith: Our city needs to set
the table for community conver-
sations where PG&E, California
Public Utilities Commission, East
Bay Regional Parks, and our con-
cerned residents can work together
on jointly owned solutions that pri-
oritize safety, our natural environ-
ment, and builds trust. I specialize
in structuring cross-sector partner-
ships to find collaborative solu-
tions.

IVOR

SAMSON

Lafayette City Council

permitting processes.

STAMP

unfair to the City.

TRANSPARENCY

B | pushed through a stringent Conflict of Interest Ordinance over significant
opposition to help restore confidence in the integrity of the land use and

® | believe that all meetings should be open to the public to the extent allowed
by law. Closed sessions should be limited to narrowly defined circumstances.

INDEPENDENT THINKING - NOT A RUBBER

B | was the only City Council Member who refused to approve the City
Manager's contract because it contained terms which | thought were manifestly

® | was the only City Council Member to oppose Measure L. | did not rush to
judgement; | spent over a month trying to understand the various legal and
factual issues before | came to my decision.

Featured Listi ng 1947 Eagle Peak Ave, Clayton

Tania DeGroot
510.367.1422

CalBRE # 01094898

tania.degroot@gmail.com

This charming 3/2.5 townhouse is a
private end unit that overlooks a golf
course and pond. Its light and bright
. open plan has 1595 sf with beautiful
amenities to enjoy inside and a
fenced garden for entertaining and/
or gardening. Offered at $635,000.

Better
o HOMES

REAL ESTATE

RELIANCE
PARTNERS

www.bhghome.com

When | was appointed to fill the last two years of a vacant City Council seat
in December 2016, | thought that this was a real opportunity to contribute a
meaningful public service for a limited period of time.

After being sworn in, it quickly became apparent that | was the odd man out -
or at least in the minority - on a number of issues that reflected a different
approach to my view of how local government should work. | have pushed
back on that approach, sometimes successfully; sometimes not, and feel

that it is important to have an elected Council member who consistently
advocates the following principles:

GOLLABORATION, FISGAL DISCIPLINE,
AND ACCOUNTABILITY

B As custodians of your tax dollars, we must spend the public's money

sparingly and wisely.

our schools.

B We must consider how future housing development impacts our schools

and traffic.

B We need to look for areas where we can create better partnerships and
share resources such as strengthening the collaboration between the City and

B \We must listen well in order to lead and we must ensure accountability to
the citizens of Lafayette at every step of our actions.

B The proverbial buck stops with the Council!

B | was the only City Council Member to advocate putting Measure L on the
November 2018 ballot to allow for more reasoned evaluation and discussion
instead of rushing it to the June ballot.

! .\ .\ . . . ® | will proactively protect the City’s legal interests.
B | don't vote for "feel good" resolutions just for the sake of political

correctness. | listen and stand up for my community. | try to carefully consider
the merits of all matters brought before the Council and vote accordingly,
regardless of peer or political pressure.

interest.

A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE

B My professional career has been spent as a commercial litigator trying
complex cases. | place great value on due process, fairness and openness while
maintaining a position of strength.

B | am not afraid to be in the minority if | believe it is in the City’s best

“¢ vor and I have sometimes been on the opposite side of things, but that’s OK because he fights for what he believes
in and I want him elected to the City Council to continue fighting for Lafayette.’’— Vice-Mayor Cam Burks

Paid Political Advertisement

| have been very fortunate to have lived a full life as part of this community. | started out as one of the founding members of the
LAFAYETTE HOMEOWNERS COUNCIL in the early 1980's, then served on the PLANNING COMMISSION, and was elected to THREE TERMS
ON THE CITY COUNCIL, stepping down in 2006. Along the way, | was honored to be selected as a LAFAYETTE CITIZEN OF THE YEAR and

a CALIFORNIA LAWYER OF THE YEAR. | have brought a different - more independent and citizen focused - perspective to the Council.

HELP ME CONTINUE TO STAND UP FOR YOU!
f

Paid for by IVORSAMSONFORCITYCOUNCIL.NET, FPPC# 1409198
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Moraga Town Council candidates square off on complex local issues
Curated by Nick Marnell

Mike McCluer

Dave Trotter Photo provided

Steve Woehleke

Incumbent Dave Trotter and
challengers Mike McCluer
and Steve Woehleke, all vying
for two open seats on the Mor-
aga Town Council, discussed
various local topics with the
Lamorinda Weekly.

Lamorinda Weekly: The
2018-19 budget does not include
funding to address needed re-
pairs or to replace assets such as
major equipment or facilities. In
addition, Moraga does not have
enough revenue to address in-
frastructure needs. According
to the town’s budget document,
“Due to the town’s small budget
and ongoing lack of sufficient
investment in its infrastructure,
the town could be one emer-
gency away from another cash
flow problem.” Yet residents ex-
pect the infrastructure to be re-

paired and maintained. How do
you propose to accomplish that,
without enough money available
to do it?

Candidates: Using over-
budget Measure K funds is the
method McCluer favors to re-
pair infrastructure. He will also
aim to fill empty storefronts and
investigate cost savings of reor-
ganizing town departments, in-
cluding outsourcing and pursu-
ing shared service agreements.

Trotter said that the town will
strive to obtain public grants and
reimbursements to help cover
infrastructure projects. He said
that the storm drain project, cru-
cial to the town’s infrastructure,
is not going away. “I have pro-
posed at council meetings that
the town track property tax re-
ceipts during the course of the
year, and at the midyear budget
(revision) apply 50 percent of
the anticipated overage to storm
drain repairs and maintenance,”
Trotter said.

Woehleke will minimize in-
frastructure maintenance and
renewal costs through use of
sound business practices. He
would also fine-tune the town
finances and sell nonessential,
nonperforming assets to raise
funds. Only as a last resort would
he seek approval of additional
funding from Moraga citizens.

Lamorinda Weekly: Even
with property tax revenue fore-
cast to increase 5 percent a year,
the town’s five-year financial
plan projects that the town will
not have hit its council goal of
a 50 percent general fund re-
serve by 2023. As such, together
with the problem outlined in the
previous question, would you
say that Moraga has a revenue
problem or a spending problem?
Can you give examples of what
you would propose to achieve a
healthier town bottom line?

Candidates: Trotter insists
that the town has a revenue
problem, not a spending prob-
lem, largely due to its low share
of property tax receipts. He
does, however, advocate for less
spending, noting that he voted
against the community meeting
room and the studies on pro-
posed St. Mary’s Road round-
abouts. And he said that obtain-
ing grants and reimbursements
will help the town’s bottom line.

“Moraga may have both rev-
enue and spending problems,”

Woehleke said. To improve fis-
cal health via the spending side,
he will “strive to ensure that ma-
jor expenditures are optimized
including through use of proven
business practices.” On the rev-
enue side, he advocates continu-
ing to work in partnership with
the Chamber of Commerce to
encourage new businesses.

“In my opinion we do have
opportunities to cut expenses,”
McCluer said. He would build
revenue through an aggressive
support of new retail in Moraga
by expediting the permitting
process and creating a welcom-
ing climate for new businesses.

Lamorinda Weekly: What
is your stance on the recent hill-
side development and ridgeline
protection policy? How is it fair
to property owners, environmen-
talists and the no-growth faction
alike? And, considering the fi-
nancial challenges presented in
earlier questions, why is the pol-
icy worth a quarter of a million
dollars in legal costs to defend?

Candidates: “I choose
not to judge fairness, as the new
regulations are being litigated,”
Woehleke said. He does not be-
lieve that the Moraga communi-
ty seeks litigation except as a last
resort and he is concerned that
for a fiscally challenged small
town like Moraga, the litigation
costs will be a burden.

McCluer said there is a very
strong consensus from Moraga
residents that these guidelines
are appropriate and necessary
to better protect ridgelines, sce-
nic views and hillsides. Regard-
ing litigation, he said the town’s
duty is to serve the interests of
its residents and when necessary
use funds to defend what the
residents have clearly indicated
they want.

“I strongly support the re-
cent adoption of the new hill-
side, ridgeline and open space
protections policies that are now
embodied in amendments to the
town’s General Plan, zoning or-
dinances and design guidelines,”
Trotter said. He calls the regu-
lations balanced, and says they
fairly accommodate competing
interests and do not preclude
all development. “Defending
the town’s land use and zoning
regulations against unjustified
attacks is both essential and in
the public interest,” he said.

Lamorinda Weekly: Mor-

aga retail will suffer a major
blow in 2019 with the departure
of Orchard Supply Hardware.
It sometimes seems as if, in re-
tail, for every two steps the town
moves ahead, it slips back one
and a half, and storefronts con-
tinue to sit vacant. How do you
propose to help Moraga attract
- and retain - a vibrant retail sec-
tor?

Candidates: According to
McCluer, one underlying prob-
lem in attracting new retail is
that Moraga has one of the most
difficult approval processes in
the East Bay. “The town has
made good progress to date in
trying to change that, but we
need more and this is a central
goal of mine,” he said.

Trotter said he has worked to
develop a new zoning ordinance
which promises to streamline the
ongoing efforts to enhance the
retail opportunities and refurbish
the Rheem Center, and he said
that zoning designation is avail-
able to all shopping center own-
ers. Implementation of the Mor-
aga Center Specific Plan remains
his high priority, and Trotter said
that the preserved Rheem The-
atre will act as a magnet, draw-
ing patrons to nearby restaurants
and businesses.

To enhance the commercial
districts, Woehleke looks to as-
sign each new potential business
a council member advocate, re-
vise Moraga’s planning process
to better match current condi-
tions and become a council liai-
son to the Chamber. “We cannot
succeed without cooperation of
the major property and business
owners, and acrimonious rela-
tionships need to be resolved,”
he said.

Lamorinda Weekly: At
the May 23 council meeting, a
speaker commented that a large
part of the No vote against the
proposed Moraga storm drain
fee had “nothing to do with
stormwater” but with “people’s
vitriol against (the town) coun-
cil, and what is happening and
what has happened in the past.”
The speaker called for the coun-
cil to “improve on transparency
and decision making.” What
steps would you take to increase
council transparency and to im-
prove its decision making?

Candidates: “The council
meets and makes its decisions
in public with cameras rolling,”

Trottter said. He explained that
the town has taken many steps to
better communicate with Mora-
ga residents about what is going
on, including the About Town
e-newsletter and live streaming
of all council meetings. “The
unsuccessful storm drain mea-
sure shows we must do a better
job engaging in very transpar-
ent outreach to the community
before moving forward with any
new funding proposal,” Trotter
said.

Woehleke believes that trans-
parency is a key factor in qual-
ity decision making. “The town
council is your team. Every
successful team has a mix of
individuals who bring unique
strengths to maximize the posi-
tive outcomes. I can and will
make a significant positive dif-
ference on the functioning of the
council by building this critical
competency,” he said.

“I share the speaker’s con-
cerns, and addressing the storm
drain infrastructure problem
and improving transparency are
among my highest priorities,”
McCluer said. “Full, complete,
and easily accessible informa-
tion should be available to the
public regarding all major deci-
sions and expenditures. I feel
that the recent declaration of a
financial emergency and drafting
of the storm drain fee measure
should have included more ef-
fective and open communication
with the public.”

Summary

The three candidates shared
many similar elements of their
vision of Moraga four years
from now, such as an improved
financial position, dedicated in-
frastructure funding, open space
preservation and a stronger retail
market. But each candidate also
presented one unique suggestion
in his long-range outlook.

McCluer was the only can-
didate who promised to ad-
dress the town’s unfunded pen-
sion liability, Trotter envisions
completion and active use of
a new public trail network on
Palos Colorados, Bellavista,
and Painted Rock properties and
Woehleke foresees a long-range
Lamorinda traffic management
plan — even using autonomous
buses — to account for the grow-
ing population of all three com-
munities.
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Candidates for Orinda City Council comment on current issues

By Sora O’Doherty

Dennis Fay

he Lamorinda Weekly posed

questions about issues that are
likely to come before the Orinda
City Council during its upcoming
term to the five candidates running
to fill the three positions that are
on the ballot in November: Amy
Worth, Eve Phillips, Nick Kosla,
Kathleen Jenkins, and Dennis Fay.
Owing to space limitations, candi-
dates were limited to only 50 words
per answer. Their responses to
each question are below, in reverse
alphabetical order.

1) Downtown Development:
What are your thoughts about
the future of downtown Orinda?

Worth: There are many possi-
bilities for Orinda’s “living room.”
With robust community engage-
ment, we can make a local-serving,
unique downtown. We are engaged
in community discussion about the
Crossroads and the Village. Many
things are possible, including hous-
ing, enhanced retail and restaurants.
Now is the time to make downtown
serve Orinda’s future needs.

Phillips: I'd like to see the
downtown better meet the needs of
our Orinda community. Common
requests [ hear (and want to facili-
tate) include: fill the empty lots and
buildings; improve (or at least re-
tain) parking; attract restaurant and
grocery options; and maintain the
family-friendly appeal.

Kosla: There is widespread
support for a more vibrant, conve-
nient and revitalized downtown;
with more retail options, commu-
nity-gathering spots and a restored
creek. These goals are consistent
with our “village character.” If
Orinda does not address the dete-
riorating state of downtown soon,
the state will do it for us in a one-
size-fits-all solution.

Jenkins: Any downtown proj-
ect should be collaborative, rig-
orous, and community-driven to
determine future direction and be
reflective of the entire commu-
nity’s desired changes. There is an
expressed desire for more vibrant
social settings, such as upscale
restaurants, outdoor seating, and
family recreational amenities, all of
which is compliant with our Gen-
eral Plan.

Fay: First, local control of land
use is paramount — no state control.
I hear all the time that Orindans
wish they had more in-town shop-
ping, dining and entertainment.
I’d work to promote businesses
that attract activity, like the Orinda
Theatre and seek uses for vacant
buildings — all without sacrificing
Orinda’s small town character.

2) Accessory Structures: A
law that allowed accessory struc-
tures to be built within 5 feet of
the property line is currently
stayed. What adjustments, if
any, should be enacted?

Worth: Options might include
restricting  accessory  structures
to required side and rear yard set-
backs in underlying zones, lower-
ing the maximum height, and/or
requiring design review (or neigh-
bor sign-off as a precondition of
avoiding design review). Planning
staff will bring the options to the
Planning Commission, then to the
City Council for action, at noticed
public meetings.

Phillips: Our City statutes
should reflect the will and expecta-
tions of our residents. In this case,
neighbors felt that accessory struc-
tures were allowed in such a way
that was inconsistent with what
was anticipated. We need to ensure
that our laws in fact meet the com-
munity’s expectations.

Kosla: State law increasingly
is limiting local regulation of ac-

Kathleen Jenkins

cessory structures. Orinda has to
comply but also ensure that they
do not unduly interfere with neigh-
bors’ enjoyment of their own prop-
erty. We should ensure that well-
planned and designed accessory
structures run smoothly through the
permitting process, while minimiz-
ing the impact to neighbors.

Jenkins: California Laws AB
2299, SB1069/SB2406 effective
Jan. 1, 2017 mandate local juris-
dictions adopt state standards on
ADUs. As ADUs can be allowed
or even avoided through an ancil-
lary and separate discretionary pro-
cess in areas with health and safety
risks, I agree with extending Emer-
gency Ordinance 18-10 to resolve
such issues.

Fay: This issue seems to be the
result of a particular situation. The
Orinda City Council has placed a
moratorium on accessory structures
while the matter is being studied by
staff. T would await the staff analy-
sis before forming a firm position
on the matter.

3) Gun Safety: Many Orin-
dans have expressed a desire for
the city to enact some form of
gun control legislation, in par-
ticular two proposed ordinances
dealing with safe gun storage and
gun dealers. What is your posi-
tion?

Worth: Public safety is a high
priority for me. We must ensure
that Orinda is a safe place. The
Council is exploring options for
increased gun safety. At a recent
meeting, there was significant pub-
lic input. Possible ordinances will
return to the Council at a publicly
noticed meeting in October for an
open, thorough discussion before
any ordinance or city policies are
adopted.

Phillips: While we all want to
keep our community safe from gun
violence, we need to ensure any
ordinance we enact will actually
solve the problem and in a Consti-
tutional manner. I look forward to
future discussion on this topic to do
the right thing for Orinda.

Kosla: Gun safety is critical;
weapons should be stored safely
and Orinda should have a say over
what products are sold here. In as-
sessing proposed ordinances, we
need to ensure that any they do not
open the city to undue litigation
risk. We also must ensure that local
police are able to enforce the ordi-
nances.

Jenkins: State of California
Law succinctly defines Criminal
Storage of handguns as set forth
in Penal Code 25100; 25105. Con-
sideration of additional restrictive
language put forth by any local
ordinance should be compared to
State law for possible liability is-
sues before being contemplated for
Orinda.

Fay: 1 support sensible gun
safety legislation. Gun locks are an
effective way of preventing some-
one from causing injury, on pur-
pose or accidentally. The Orinda
Police Department offers free gun
locks/cables. Regarding the two
ordinances being considered by the
city, they may not be perfect but
you must start somewhere.

4) Private Roads: Orinda ap-
pears to have a somewhat unusu-
al situation with the proportion
of private roads in the city. Resi-
dents are concerned that they are
not receiving equal treatment for
their taxes, and are also afraid
what might happen in a disaster,
similar to the Miner Road sink-
hole. Do you have any sugges-
tions how the city could handle
this issue?

Worth: Under current policy,

¥

Nick Kosla

to be considered for public adop-
tion, a street must be brought up to
standard. There is a process to as-
sist private road owners with long
term self-funded maintenance via
establishment of benefit assess-
ment districts. [ support this pro-
cess which provides maintenance
options, while limiting Orinda’s
financial and liability exposure.
Phillips: Being a private road
resident (and thus recused currently

p

Eve PhiIIilps
what options we have to continue
to study this issue; including har-
nessing the professional expertise
within our community to assist us.
Jenkins: The city council vot-
ed to rescind/supersede Resolution
56-90 with Resolution 59-18 with
the caveat that those with private
road may file for inclusion into the
public maintenance road program if
roads meet the General Plan 2.3.2,
paragraph g., “voluntary dedication

Amy Worth

of private streets will be considered
on a case-by-case basis.”

Fay: As a member of the Citi-
zens Infrastructure Oversight Com-
mission, I made the motion recom-
mending a task force to review the
private roads matter. [ stand by
this recommendation; it is the best
way for all parties to understand
the facts. The recently adopted city
policy is unlikely to satisfy the pri-
vate roads interests.

from this topic), I am sympathetic
to their frustrations. But the city is
not in a financial position to take on
private roads; we do not yet even
have enough funding to maintain
the public roads we have today.
Kosla: Adopting private roads
into the public domain would re-
quire careful legal and financial
analysis, as the city would assume
the costs of maintenance and po-
tential liability. We should explore
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Letters to the Editor

Note from the Editor:

Due to an incredibly large volume of candi-
date letters, for and against, we were only
able include one letter per candidate, but
have noted if multiple letters were received.

Dennis Fay gets our vote

Dennis Fay was our neighbor for several
years and was always a friendly “hello”
over the back fence. His friendliness and
interest in participating in neighborhood
events showed a concern for what was hap-
pening on our street and in our town.

Dennis was an excellent appointment to
the Roads Committee. With his background
as the executive director of the Alameda
County Transportation Committee, he was a
perfect member for our Infrastructure Over-
sight Commission. Further, the fact that he
was made chairman of the committee, sug-
gests his fellow committee members recog-
nized his leadership abilities and willing-
ness to get involved. The committee should
be proud of the major decisions they made
for our city and its infrastructure... with
Dennis at the helm.

We believe Dennis understands the is-
sues facing us now and the budget con-
straints to carry them out. He has our city’s
interests at heart, now and for the future.
We will be voting for him. Join us.

Gayl and Harlan Hirschfeld
Orinda

(Other endorsements received by Orinda
residents Richard Nelson, Elisabeth Jewel,
Marcia Fick, Bill Judge, Jill Fernald and
Charles Levine)

Amy Worth for Council

My husband and I enthusiastically endorse
Amy Worth for the Orinda City Council.
We have attended city council meetings and
have been able to watch her as a representa-
tive of our city.

Amy listens to people, acts unselfishly
in her decisions, and has a vision for the
city. She responds quickly to concerns from
citizens and is able to deal fairly with a vari-
ety of personalities. She works on solutions
that will benefit the entire city as a whole.

Amy has integrity and is committed to
public service. Please vote for Amy Worth
for Orinda City Council.

Doreen and Bill Wagner
Orinda

(Other endorsements received from Orinda
residents Ellen Dale and Bill Judge)

Stanley student raises concerns

I'm a student going to Stanley Middle
School and I'm concerned about the route
that me and many others bike riders take to
school each day.. Going down Pleasant Hill
Road is very dangerous and risk-taking for
bike riders. I feel as if the cars coming from
the freeway can lead to potential injury. I
feel this way because there is vegetation
blocking the visibility of the cars coming off
the freeway. To solve this problem, I deem
it necessary to cut some of the plants and
bushes clearing it and making it easier to see
cars is coming down.

Chase Caicedo

Stanley Middle School student

Greg Baitx, MOFD Board Division 1

I am writing to endorse Greg Baitx for the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District Board of Di-
rectors Division 1. In recent years, MOFD
has been governed by directors that do not
put public safety as their top priority. Af-
ter attending dozens of board meetings, it is
very clear to me that a majority of the cur-
rent directors have little to no understand-
ing of how a fire department operates,other
than the financial aspect. And based on Fire
Station 43 being $1.6 over budget and 18
months behind schedule, I question if that’s
considered a strength.

Greg’s opposing candidate for Divi-
sion 1 claims his top priorities are “high
service levels, including greater emphasis
on prevention through community educa-
tion” and “fast emergency response times”.
I’m curious as to how someone with zero
background in “prevention” or the fire ser-
vice in general, plans to accomplish these
goals. This is where Greg Baitx’s profes-
sional experience and expertise come into
play. Greg knows the ups and downs of fire
prevention, the history, why it exists, and
most importantly, how to effectively imple-
ment and improve prevention in MOFD.
With respect to response times, Greg has
walked the walk, having worked in the fire
service from coast to coast. From FDNY,
to multiple fire agencies on the west coast,
Greg knows what goes into making faster

response times because he has faced those
challenges in the past.

It’s time for a change; we need a director
who doesn’t have a one-track mind, instead,
knows the intricacies of what is required
to make the Moraga-Orinda Fire District
a great organization that provides the best
service levels possible to its citizens. Please
vote for Greg Baitx for MOFD Division 1.
Chris Davies
Moraga

(Other endorsement received from Jackie
Hoover of Moraga)

Michael Donner, MOFD Division 4

We are writing in support of Michael Don-
ner who is running for the Moraga-Orinda
Fire Department Board of Directors in
District 4. We can say without reservation
that Michael will be a tireless director who
is committed to planning for and insuring
public fire safety. In these times of severe
fire events Michael brings his 30 years of
experience to protect our community.

We have known Michael for over 10
years and have seen him work in numer-
ous volunteer capacities. When we first met
him, he was making sure our family had a
plan for fire evacuation in our home and
what we should do when we traveled. Some
examples of his community involvement
are: visiting kids classes and educating our
youth on fire safety, managing Glorietta
Elementary’s Emergency Response shelter
and the Great ShakeOut earthquake drills.
He has also worked as a coach, and a board
member of the non-profit, Random Acts, for
over 14 years.

He is a committed community member,
an amazing parent and a steadfast volunteer.
Our community should be so lucky to have
him on the Board.

Julianne & Chris Viadro
(Other endorsement received from Scott
Mollahan, and Brian and Laura Millham of
Orinda)

Nathan Bell for MOFD Division 1 for
Fiscal Responsibility

As one who served as a CFO for a large pub-
lic financial institution, I know the financial
management of large organizations can be
complex. While tempting to leave the “de-
tails” to middle management, ultimately,
the senior officers and board of directors are
responsible. [ write today to encourage my
fellow Moragans to vote for Nathan Bell for
the office of Director of the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District, Division 1. I have known Mr.
Bell for more than 25 years as a neighbor,
friend and a member of my church. I know
him to be a person of good will, well-edu-
cated and with significant financial acumen.
As previously reported, past MOFD
boards of directors have allowed the MOFD
deficit to exceed $50 million on a net pres-
ent value basis (assuming a 7% discount
rate). If earnings on the funds set aside to
provide for this liability fall short of 7% per
year, which is very possible, if not likely,
the deficit will balloon. For example, if
a 6% discount rate is assumed, the deficit
would be about $75 million. For the sake of
our children and future Moragans, we need
to elect financially savvy individuals to the
MOFD Board. Nathan Bell is such a person
and I encourage your vote being cast in his
favor.
Lou Helvey
Moraga

No for Baker

I thought dirty tricks went out with Tricky
Dick Nixon! I was stunned yesterday to
open my mailbox and see a mailer from
Catharine Baker’s Assembly campaign that
tried to trick me into believing Governor
Brown has endorsed her. The mailer con-
tains a large picture of Governor Brown and
a quotation about Catharine Baker, with a
giant headline, “What does Democratic
Governor Jerry Brown say about Assembly-
woman Catharine Baker?” Anyone looking
at this mailer would think Brown has en-
dorsed Republican Baker. I couldn’t be-
lieve my eyes, so I called Governor Brown’s
office and was told that no, Governor Brown
has not endorsed her. So, what gives? In
these tricky times, I need a candidate I can
trust who has integrity and I will not settle
for anything less. Catharine Baker just lost
my vote. | am now supporting Democrat
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan.

John T. Johnston

Orinda

Candidate Nick Kosla Supports Revital-
izing Orinda’s Downtown

For years, Orindans have looked on while

www.lamorindaweekly.com

of our downtown has become...more tired,
sleepy. I support a City Council candidate
this November who supports a thriving
downtown.

Nick Kosla grew up in Orinda. He and
his wife Larissa, also an Orinda native, are
raising their daughters here. Nick served as
Chair of the Orinda Planning Commission
and knows from experience what works and
what won’t in a small downtown. Nick fo-
cuses on listening to all.

Nick Kosla: Thoughtful, balanced, ex-
perienced, collaborative, committed.

David W. Anderson
Orinda

(Other endorsement received from Janet
Pease of Orinda)

McCluer for Moraga

Please support Mike McCluer for Moraga
Town Council to protect Moraga’s hills,
ridges, and open spaces.

Mike McCluer has an impressive re-
cord of service to Moraga, helping to real-
ize the brand new All-Access Playground
at the Commons with Moraga Rotary, and
currently serving as a Moraga Planning
Commissioner. With a successful career as
a CFO under his belt, he can also offer valu-
able financial expertise to the Town.

In addition, McCluer has made open
space preservation a priority, actively sup-
porting stronger regulations protecting
Moraga’s undeveloped hills and ridges.
The Town Council recently adopted such
changes, making revisions to the General
Plan and other codes, and McCluer was an
active member of the community during
that multi-year process, attending work-
shops and submitting comments in favor of
greater protection for open space.

Now, the Bollinger Valley proposal for
85 new houses will come before the Coun-
cil very soon. Moraga needs McCluer, with
his long-standing commitment on this issue,
to help ensure that Bollinger’s prominent
ridgeline, landslides, and steep hills are
spared from the kind of excessive grading
that just occurred at the Bellavista develop-
ment on Rheem Blvd.

Moraga’s candidates usually say they’ll
adhere to the General Plan’s vision of pre-
serving Moraga’s ridges, hills, and scenery,
but when the pressure is on that’s easier said
than done. Please vote for McCluer, who
took the initiative to work for open space
protection even before he became a candi-
date.

Jan Blumer
Moraga

Steven Michael Danziger for the MOFD
Division 3

For the first time in 8 years voters will
have a choice of candidates in the Moraga
Orinda Fire Division 3 election. The choice
should be a “no brainer” as only Steven
Michael Danziger has any Fire Service or
governmental experience. We emphatically
endorse Steven Michael Danziger for the
MOFD Board and urge others in the District
to do the same.

We met Steven over 35 years ago when
he was serving as a Commissioner in Hay-
ward. Since then he has retired after an out-
standing career with the City of Oakland,
with his wife Leesa raised two sons here,
and is known for his long history of volun-
teering with youth and community organi-
zations. For his entire working life he was
in the public sector. He worked 20 years as
a civilian Administrative Manager with the
Oakland Fire Department responsible for
HR for approximately 700 employees. He
speaks proudly of his work managing the
care of firefighters on Workers’ Comp and
disability, and in the Oakland Fiance and
City Managers Office under legendary City
Manager Henry Gardner.

Steven’s volunteering in the commu-
nity goes back over 20 years. He was an
OBA & OYA sports coach, Scoutmaster of
Troop 57, and VP of a swim club. Steven is
presently an Orinda Parks & Rec Commis-
sioner, member of the Art in Public Places
Committee and a UC Master Gardener. As
an avid gardener he can be found monthly
at the Moraga Farmer’s Market speaking
about UC based research and pesticide free
gardening. He recently made his 69th Red
Cross blood donation. He cares about others
and is dedicated to public service

Steven understands how the fire service
operates, he wants to make Moraga, Orinda
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and Canyon a safer place to live, he knows
about governmental budgets and loves liv-
ing in this community. Steven will bring a
unique perspective to the Board-someone
who has experience in the Fire Service.

and government. Please consider vot-
ing STEVEN MICHAEL DANZIGER for
MOFD District 3 Director.
Mark Dulberg and Marlene Ehlers-Dulberg
Orinda

Support for Gerringer

Teresa Gerringer is the best candidate for
Lafayette City Council. I say this as a past
Mayor and member of the City Council. Te-
resa has been a 19-year member of the La-
fayette School board, active in her church,
a 17-year member of the Lafayette Com-
munity Foundation, and on the committee
to raise funds to build the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center, as well as a past mem-
ber of that board.

Teresa is an experienced, proven leader
who knows every neighborhood and the
many issues facing our city. She will fur-
ther her work strengthening the city-schools
partnership. Teresa will work to manage
growth in Lafayette by adhering to the
General Plan, to safeguard schools, traffic
and safety impacts, while ensuring that we
balance economic vitality and our commu-
nity’s special character. She will engage the
community and listen to concerns and work
collaboratively to find solutions, as she has
in the past. And, Teresa will keep our city’s
government and finances transparent and
accountable.

Teresa has already proven that she can
roll up her sleeves and do the work to make
our city the best it can be.

Anne Grodin
Former Mayor Lafayette

Support Dave Trotter for re-election

I encourage Moraga voters to support Dave
Trotter for re-election to the Town Council.
He has worked tirelessly for Moraga and his
accomplishments bear that out.

As Mayor five years ago, Trotter pro-
posed a process to update Moraga’s rules
regarding open space development to better
reflect the values and priorities of Moraga
residents. His efforts were effective and,
after extensive public hearings, the Town
drafted and successfully adopted last spring
new rules that offer much more robust limits
on ridgeline and hillside development.

Our town was recently hit with two ma-
jor calamities in the space of one year—the
Rheem sinkhole and failure of the Canyon
Bridge—and yet, under Trotter’s and other
Councilmembers’ leadership, the Rheem
sinkhole has been fixed and the bridge was
promptly reopened. Thanks to careful fi-
nancial management over his past decade
of service, Moraga had sufficient funds to
draw from to pay for these major unbudget-
ed projects, and now approximately 90% of
those costs are being paid back to the Town
from state and federal funds.

Trotter has consistently demonstrated
a strategic approach to issues, seeking the
right solution with the interests of multiple
parties in mind.

In 2007, he helped negotiate $17 million
dollars in developer payments to Moraga to
compensate for the elimination of the golf
course from the Palos Colorados develop-
ment; in 2012 he campaigned hard to gain
community support for Moraga’s voter-
approved 1-cent sales tax to fund street re-
pairs; and in 2016 he helped find a practical
solution to the Livable Moraga Road proj-
ect which allowed for the creation of bike
lanes, without sacrificing any vehicle lanes,
as commuters insisted upon. These are just
a few of his long list of accomplishments for
the Town

I haven’t agreed with Trotter on every
issue, nor would I expect that in every case.
But what matters in the end is the magni-
tude of his commitment and dedication to
this Town, the untold hours he has given
without compensation, and the consistent
benefits he has produced for all of us.

Dave Trotter has been good for this
Town, and we would do well to keep him
on the Council.

Timothy Meltzer
Moraga

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda
Weekly. All published letters will include the writer’s name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept
letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your
phone number for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words
will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570
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Edy Schwartz

1943-2018

dith (Edy) Schwartz, passed

away, surrounded by family in
her hometown of Moraga, on Sept.
8, 2018 at the age of 75.

Edy was born in Reno,
Nevada, to Fred and Gerda Rau.
The family moved to Piedmont,
California in 1948, where Edy
attended Wildwood Elementary
School and was a 1960 graduate
of Piedmont High School. Edy
attended San Francisco State
University where she received her
BA in elementary education and

=L teaching in 1964.
Edy met Jeff Schwartz when they were early teens. They started dating
and married in 1963. Together they would spend 55 years, raising their family,
traveling the world, and educating on the critical issues of the time.

Moving to Moraga in 1967, Edy taught in the Moraga School District until the
birth of her son John. Following the birth of her daughter Cathy, Edy began what
would become a life-long career of raising public awareness on issues ranging
from nuclear non-proliferation to the importance of grass-roots activism in our
national and local political systems.

In 1998, Edy received her master’s degree in psychology and counseling from
John F Kennedy University. Turning her efforts to local topics, Edy spent two
decades focused on issues critical to the Town of Moraga. Her work in Moraga
included: being a founding member of the Moraga Citizens Network, president
of the Moraga Chamber of Commerce, and a Community Liaison to Saint Mary’s
College of Moraga. Edy was Director of Community Marketing for the California
Independent Film Festival, where she raised awareness on the importance of
the Rheem Theatre to the Town of Moraga. In 2010, Edy was recognized as the
Moraga Citizen of the Year, and in 2014 the Contra Costa Commission for Women
inducted Edy into the Women’s Hall of Fame.

Edy is survived by her beloved husband Jeff, her son and daughter-in-law John
and Julianne Schwartz, her daughter and son-in-law Cathy and Richard Harris,
her four grandchildren Trent and Ethan Schwartz, and Riley and Bodhi Harris, her
brother and sister-in-law Ron and Susan Rau, and her sister, Judy Puckett.

A celebration of Edy’s life will be held at 3 p.m. Oct. 6 in the Redwood Circle
at Rancho Laguna Park in Moraga.

The family requests that in lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the
Moraga Community Foundation: https://moragacommunityfoundation.org.
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Charlotte E. Colhoun

Sept. 6, 1923—Sept. 1, 2018

harlotte E. Colhoun of Moraga,

Calif.,, passed away on
Saturday, Sept. 1, 2018 at the age
of 94, five days short of her 95th
birthday.

Charlotte was born outside
of Omagh, County Tyrone, Northern
Ireland to Orr and Phoebe Kyle on
Sept. 6, 1923, one of five children.
In 1944 she married William J.
(Jim) Colhoun and immigrated to
California three years later with
dreams in their hearts and one small
child. Two more boys followed.
They raised their family in Oakland,
Calif., until moving to Orinda in
1964 and operated their sales business, which Charlotte continued to run following
her husband’s passing in 1979.

Charlotte was a member of the Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church and
several community organizations helping people and families in need. She was
awarded Volunteer of the Year for her volunteer work at the Frank Robinson
Center by the Oakland Rotary Club in 1998.

Charlotte is survived by three sons, Albert (Nancy), James (Lisa) and Norman
(Janice), her grandchildren, Heather, Shannon, Jeff, Julie, Kevin, and Katie, and
her brother, Orr Kyle.

A gracious and loving woman, she will be missed by all especially the
wonderful staff at Aegis Assisted Living in Moraga, where she resided the last
six years. The family invites all to attend a memorial to Charlotte on Oct. 3,
2018, 11:30 am, at the Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox Drive in
Lafayette, CA. A reception will be held following the Celebration of Life. Please
RSVP to Jim Colhoun by Sept. 28 if you can attend at (925)200-2795 or by email
at Jim@APR.com.
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Norman Schlansky

1942-2018

t is with great sadness that we must announce

the passing of a cherished member of the
community, Mr. Norman Schlansky.  The
passionate Brooklyn Dodgers fan passed on
August 30, 2018. He and his late identical twin
brother, Arthur, were born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on
June 13, 1942 to their loving parents, Henrietta
and Morris. The couple, and their young daughter
Marilyn, were pleasantly surprised.

Norm graduated from Brooklyn College with
a BA in Political Science. While working for Empire Trust in N.Y., he met the
love of his life, Loretta, whom he married in 1971. When Mr. and Mrs. Schlansky
moved to California in 1974, they only planned to stay for two years. However,
they quickly grew attached to the area and decided to stay. In 1984, Norm began
working for Sungard, where he continued until his retirement in 2001.

Norm was a proud parent to his two daughters, Melissa Fritts and Joanna
Schlansky, and greatly enjoyed being an important part of their lives. He was also
honored to be loving grandfather to Melissa’s two children, Kileigh and Ryan Fritts.

Many remember Norm from the Moraga Ranch Swim Club. He also enjoyed
golfing at Moraga Country Club, or having two desserts with his many friends.
A proud member of the Senior Men’s golf group, Norman always had a smile on
his face. The laughter he shared was contagious to anyone he met. His sense of
humor was incomparable, and the patience and kindness he showed to everyone
was legendary.

Norman Schlansky is survived by his wife of 47 years, Loretta Schlansky, his
sister Marilyn Sokolow, his daughters Melissa and Joanna, and his grandchildren
Kileigh and Ryan.

A Celebration of Life luncheon will be held in his memory at Moraga Country
Club, from noon to 3 p.m. Sept. 29.

.
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Mildred (“Millie”) Wright-Brown

(March 15, 1927—Aug. 28, 2018)

ildred  (“Millie”)  Therese

Wright-Brown, 91, passed
away peacefully at home in Angels
Camp, Calif., on Aug. 28 with two
of her sons, Kelly and Darrell at her
side. She was born on March 15,
1927 in Flint, Mich., to Dennis and
Agnes Murphy, and was the sixth of
10 children.
Millie received her B.S. from
Michigan State, and her M.S. from
USC in Physical Therapy. She
married Henry Wright in 1952 and
had four children, Kelly, Palmer,
Darrell, and Shauna. As a widow
Millie married William Brown (1926-2006) in 1996. Millie raised her children
in Orinda, worked as a physical therapist for seven years in Berkeley and 19
years in Angels Camp. She was a Third Order Carmelite, member of the Italian
Catholic Federation, and choir member at St Patrick’s Catholic Church in Angels
Camp, as was her late husband Bill. Millie also had a tender devotion to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Infant Jesus of Prague and to the Blessed Virgin Mary,
especially as the Immaculate Heart of Mary of Our Lady of Fatima. She was also
devoted to the Holy Rosary, which she prayed every day, preferably along with
her children when they were with her. She strongly believed that “the family that
prays together, stays together.”

Millie is survived by her brother Dennis J. Murphy, her four children, Kelly
Wright, Dr. Palmer Wright, Darrell Wright, and Dr. Shauna Wright-Chase; four
grandchildren: Kelly Wright, Jr., Marshall Wright, Kendall Chase, and Owen
Chase; three step-children: Patricia Brown-Johnston, Nancy Brown, and Robert
Brown; and 23 nieces and nephews.

Funeral Mass was held Saturday, Sept. 8 at St. Patrick’s in Angels Camp.

Memorial contributions can be made to St Patrick’s Catholic Church or to
Angels Memorial Chapel either directly or through the family.
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Fay Huie Lee

ay Huie Lee was born in Brooklyn, NY on Aug.

25, 1935 and died in Walnut Creek, Calif., on Sept.
11, 2018. Born to Chinese immigrant parents, Fay
remained a proud New Yorker — with the Brooklyn
accent to match — all of her life. She graduated from
James Madison High School in 1953 and received a
Bachelors of Fine Arts from Pratt Institute in 1956 and

I a Master of Arts in 1959 from New York University.
She worked as a designer for Andrew Geller Shoes in New York City and then as
a home economics teacher in Buffalo, New York. In her later years, she was an
office manager, interior designer, real estate agent, and travel agent.

Fay had three daughters (Laurel Lee-Alexander of Monterey, Kristen Lee
of Mountain View, and Erika Lee of Minneapolis) with her former husband Dr.
Howard Lee and moved to Orinda in 1971. Fay was a creative and multi-talented
artist who was active in the Calligraphy Guild and the Orinda Arts Council. She
moved to Rossmoor in 2000. Fay is survived by her older sisters, brother-in-law,
three daughters, her sons-in-law and five grandchildren. She was loved, cherished,
and admired by her family and will be greatly missed.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

Ifyou would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident,
or about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along
with your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and
include “Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Be someone’s support
Live with purpose
Stay active and engaged

P

Become a Volunteer!
Seniors need your help:

e Drivers (Ages 25-77)

e Friendly visitors
1 [ e Help around the home

LAMORINI (handyman and light
e house work)
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e
g |

www.LamorindaVillage.org
(925) 283-3500
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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

| www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

_-_. BBB (¥.

_l__ e .-.- o
Clean | Courteous | Conscientious

On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONETRUCTION INC.
General Contractor

Full design team resources available

ariaga L

“DESIGN » REFINISHING » INSTALL

1 925-376-1118

Lic# 974883

CALL TOM '
FOR A FREE Since 1993!

Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

ESTIMATE

Building
Foundations

DERPINNING

BENEALL CENTRAETAR UE BEFIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

e Lifting

e Leveling
e Stabilizing

WENER QL CENTRALTER
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Lamorinda’s Real Estate
Brokerage since 2000

5 Agents team

Gailas

Broker/President CRS, GRI

Top Lamorinda Broker
Service-Performance-Integrity

925-254-7600
Alex@AGRealtyl.com

CalBRE#01305545
www.Alexgailas.com

Ward 2 Director John Cole-
man represents Lafayette. He
sees his job as a customer advo-
cate. “I try to protect the ratepay-
ers. | opposed the last two bud-
gets because the rates were too
high,” he said. Coleman would
like to see a debate to have rates
based on need and usage, such as
on lot size, weather conditions
and where customers live.

“People have done an excel-
lent job of conserving water.

We’re selling less than we did in
2013. Our job is to sell water, but
there is a fine line between sell-
ing and conserving,” the direc-
tor said. He delivered the same
warning as Young. “Rates are not
going to be reduced. We have
capital needs, and the pipelines
are very old.”

Coleman said the district is
looking at testing models for the
new Lafayette Reservoir tower.
“We want to preserve the tower,

Lamorinda EBMUD direCtorS ... continued from Page A1l

unless it will cost millions of dol-
lars. Then we will be hard pressed
to do it.” The tower project is slat-
ed for completion in 2020.

Other Lafayette projects
ahead include repaving the trail
around the Reservoir, which
Coleman said will be completed
in 2019. “And we will be tearing
down the Leland Reservoir and
putting in two smaller reservoirs,
to improve water quality issues,”
Coleman said.

... continued from Page A5

According to Town Manager
Cynthia Battenberg, the town is
in the process of issuing warning
notices and having them placed
on the vehicle windshields in an
effort to educate the owners prior
to citing them for a violation.

“We’re not looking to gener-
ate revenue through this,” said
Police Chief Jon King. Rather,
the chief pointed out the prob-
lems the auto row may cause,
such as preventing those who

have a legitimate need for the
parking spots from using them,
or crimes such as break-ins and
auto theft. The auto row is across
the street from the Moraga Safe-
way, where an armed robbery oc-
curred in January.

“You don’t want your streets
looking like a used car lot,” add-
ed King, who said that the town
is working with legal counsel on
the exact wording of the ordi-
nance to make sure it is specific

Moraga Auto Row may be on its way out of town

enough as to exact locations.

Larry Yu of Moraga parked
his 2003 Mercedes Benz on the
lot for five days and said he had
about three responses. He said he
would not be particularly upset if
the town halts the unofficial auto
sales program. “I’ll just take the
car home. Maybe I’ll buy an ad
in the newspaper,” Yu said.

Now there’s an advertising
strategy whose comeback is long
overdue.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

MECSeaubelle

ORINDA - Just Listed!

Beautifully updated home offers a fabulous single-level, open floor

plan with crisp and sophisticated finishes. Gorgeous creekside
w/park-like yard. Au-pair/In-law with separate entrance and

fenced yard. 5bd/3ba., approx. 2,735sf, .52 acre. Listed at $1,
Glenn and Kellie Beaubelle

LAFAYETTE - Just Sold

Great Happy Valley home, beautifully updated, located
expansive .78 acre, walk to Happy Valley Elementary school.
Represented the Buyer. Sold for $2,150,000

Nancy Stryker

GROUP

Taking Real Estate to the Next Level

e

setting
rivate,
29,000

and sophisticated interior wit
complete with
house. Listed at $2,395,000

- .

LAFAYETTE - Sold in 8 days with 8 offers
Sensational single story contemﬁorary estate showcases a renovated

an amazing resort-style backyard
spectacular California room, detached guest/pool

Finola Fellner

ORINDA - Pendi
Orinda Country

on an

5bd/2.5ba, with separate

$2,375,000 Lynn Molloy

L%

925.254.1212
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

L-r:

Lynn Molloy
Finola Fellner

Kellie Beaubelle
Glenn Beaubelle
Nancy Stryker

DRE 01910108 | 01428834 1 01165322 | 00678426 | 01290021

n

C%ub location, gorgeous sunset views, classic vaulted

beamed celllng, single level floorplan, hardwood floors, French doors.
Ibd/|

ba au-pair/guest setup. Listed at
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Paintings from Spain

By Sophie Braccini

Painting by Allison McCrady

llison McCrady has been
a fixture of the Lamorinda
art scene for many years, creat-
ing plein-air and abstract paint-
ings and owning the AMFA Art
Gallery that offered interesting
art in the Theatre Square gallery
for many years. Then she hung
up the keys, packed her bags and
flew to Spain where she let the
brilliant Mediterranean sun flood
her canvas. Now it is at her friend
Jennifer Perlmutter’s Lafayette
gallery that she is showing some
of her new creations.
McCrady dropped her suit-
cases in the port of Valencia, on
the southeastern coast of Spain.

She had no regrets about leaving
the art gallery. She said there was
a time for managing a business
and promoting the work of oth-
ers, but it is now the time for her
art to take a new turn.

In the very touristic Mediter-
ranean region she tackled large
6 foot by 10 foot canvasses and
took a turn creating a mix of
more figurative art as well as ab-
straction. She was immediately
out there on the art scene, dis-
playing and selling her art, some-
what driven by the desire of the
locals and the tourists to find in
her painting the local ambiance.

There were paintings of fruits

Photos provided

and flowers, paintings of charm-
ing ports reflecting in the blue
waters of the Mediterranean sea,
and still in the bold, familiar Mc-
Crady style, colorful abstract
painting, this time on huge can-
vases, where an intense luminos-
ity takes the center stage.
McCrady returned from
Spain and now lives in the Bay
Area — but not for long. She says
that she wants to explore more
of the world, testing her creativ-
ity against new places and new
people. Next year may be anoth-
er McCrady exhibition in Lafay-
ette presenting a new facet of her
work from another locale.
McCrady’s paintings can be
viewed by appointment through
September at Jennifer Perlmut-
ter Gallery, located at 3620 Mt
Diablo Blvd. in Lafayette. The
gallery and is open Wednesday to
Saturday from noon to 6 p.m.

e Classroom instruction and
individual sessions
¢ Fun and exciting writing projects

¢ Tools to improve fluency and sentence structure
e Grades 3-12

Vegy
The Writing Studio

3249 Mt. Diablo Court, Suite 101-A, Lafayette

(925) 385-0211 www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

TOWN HALL THEATRE COMPANY
MAIN STAGE

REVOWUTIONISTS

by Launren GanderSon
directed by Susan E qu'\S

october 20
photo credit Stu Selland

TOWNHALLTHEATRE.COM
925.283.1557 ()

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church
1700 School Street; Moraga, CA 94556

INVITES YOU TO OUR ANNUAL
Serbian Food Festival

4 Tl

th
Saturday, October 6™, 2018 org

12:00 Noon - 10:00 p.m.

&

¢ SARMA ¢ KOBASICE ¢ CEVAPCICI ¢ RAZNICI
¢ PORK & LAMB ¢ BEVERAGES ¢ OTHER FAVORITES

&y Wit =
-

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE PASTRIES

LIVE SERBIAN Music,
TRUMPET ORCHESTRA, & MORE!

© Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of

California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after

9 3 . | )
Plus a bounce house for the that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We're

= kids! \ <Dl part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery,
H PLEASE JOIN US ! ; ‘_x_,;! contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of
. \
- -O ; \‘

designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!

v

d in foster care. A
e empowered to

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

RO Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com
BECOME A CASA YVOLUNTEER 510.642.2020

www.cccocasa.org

925-256-7284 ext. 7
volunteer@cccocasa.org
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Wiare Diigns

Tine ﬁﬂ(f/{y dince 1977
Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
¢ Custom Designs e Appraisals
* Expert Repairs e Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

1 $5off Watch Battery |
1 Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 10/31/18. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
L-----------------‘
3645 Mt. Diablo BlVd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

ES

HNASIUM

The Math Learning Center

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
K
1 WEEK FREE TUTORING | ©
& HOMEWORK HELP @
Must present coupon. New students only. E

Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2018
GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry

Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

INSPIRE

ACADEMIC SUPPORT

2

3,

925.247.5515

inspireacademicsupport.com

MATH TUTORING

Serving middle and
high school students in
Lamorinda Community.

» Office on School St. (near SiSi’s)
* Tutoring, review & preview
* Increased motivation & success

JEN MCKENZIE

Math Specialist
and Tutor

call today.
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

wiw, ANTIGUADOORS. com
925.283.8933 _
SALESEANTIGUADOORS.COM

Tradition lives on for longtime Moraga family

By Diane Claytor

Three generations of St. Mark’s Nursery School
students: Susan Grafft (right), her daughter Kingsley
Frazier (middle) and Frazier’s children, Clark and Marley.
Photo provided

wo-and-a-half-year-old Clark Frazier loves play-

ing with the wheelbarrow at St. Mark’s Nurs-
ery School in Orinda; his sister, Marley, 4 and a half
and a recent St. Mark’s graduate, loved playing in
the nursery school’s lofted doll house. She came by
that naturally — the doll house was a favorite of her
mom, Kingsley Frazier of Moraga, when she attended
St. Mark’s Nursery School 25 years ago. It was also
fondly remembered by her grandmother, Susan Grafft,
when she and her older sister went to the very same
nursery school in the mid-1960s.

Yes, that’s right. Three generations of Grafft fam-
ily members have loved their time at the Orinda nurs-
ery school. That’s very unusual, noted the school’s
current director, Claire Peterson. She said last year
there were three second generation families but as far
as she knows, the Grafft family are the only three gen-

erations they’ve had in the 56 years since the school
was established as a wholly owned subsidiary of St.
Mark’s United Methodist Church.

St. Mark’s Nursery School is, in many ways, very
much the same today as it was back when Grafft at-
tended in the mid-1960s or when Frazier attended in
the early ‘90s; yet, in other ways, it’s quite different.

For many years, the nursery school only offered
part-time programs for 3- and 4-year-olds; 3-year-olds
attended two days a week while 4-year-olds could
come three days a week. And the hours were short:
only 9 a.m. to noon. Then the community began asking
for full-time care and St. Mark’s obliged. The school is
now open from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and accommodates
part-time and full-time 2-, 3- and 4-year-olds.

Peterson noted that the school’s basic philosophy
— a child-driven, play-based curriculum in a nurtur-
ing environment designed to inspire learning, creativ-
ity and fun — is very similar to what it was when
Grafft and Frazier were preschoolers. “When I look
at pictures of what the kids were doing 30 or 40 years
ago at the school and what we’re doing today, they’re
very much the same,” Peterson said. “Children are
still building things, doing a lot of outside play, getting
dirty, having fun — the same things they were doing
in the beginning.

“We have also always done a lot of community
building,” Peterson continued. “We support the larger
community as well as our parent community, provid-
ing numerous opportunities to connect with one an-
other.”

Grafft’s parents moved to Moraga before she was
born and, in fact, her mother lives across the street
from Frazier (her granddaughter). Graftt, who has
spent most of her life in Moraga, had such wonderful
memories of St. Mark’s Nursery School that there was
no question in her mind that’s where she would send
her three children. Frazier, who also fondly remem-
bered her time there, did look into various options
when it was time to enroll her children in preschool
but still came back to St. Mark’s, finding it to be the
perfect fit. “Now that Marley is in TK, I can really
see what an excellent job St. Mark’s did in preparing
her for school. Just seeing how happy she is and how
much she’s grown in these first few weeks of elemen-
tary school tells me that she was really ready and much
of that is thanks to St. Mark’s,” Frazier declared.

With Marley Frazier now enrolled at Moraga’s
Camino Pablo Elementary School, it appears that his-
tory will continue to repeat itself; both Grafft and Fra-
zier also attended CP — and both went on to Joaquin
Moraga and Campolindo. The tradition lives on.

Outdoor jazz concert
Submitted by Marie Williams

here’s something simply sub-

lime about soft jazz in an out-
door setting and Lamorinda resi-
dents will have an opportunity to
experience just that at the annual
Big Band Concert from 4 to 6 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 23 at the Lafayette
Christian Church Courtyard Patio
in the Grove, featuring The Lafay-

Host Your Event

in Lafayette

Photo provided

At the historic Moraga Barn

ette Studio Big Band — a 17-person
Count Basie, Frank Sinatra-style
jazz orchestra.

®Special Events
®Receptions
®(Cocktail Parties
®Rchearsal Dinners
®Wedding Showers
®Wine Tastings

O Art Show

Having played weddings, fes-
tivals, corporate events, and even
backyard parties, The Lafayette
Studio Big Band boasts perform-
ers who have worked with The
Temptations, The Fifth Dimen-
sion, Frank Sinatra Jr., Bob Hope,
The Harry James Orchestra, Judy
Collins, Joe Henderson, Joel Dor-
ham’s Afro Latin Octet, Pete and
Sheila Escovedo, Richard Bean,

®Business Dinners
®Private Parties
®Mixers
®Birthday Parties
®(lass Reunions
®Seminars

®Benefits

925 Country Club Drive,

CALL FOR RATES!

Contact Greg Gaskin at (925) 376-7335 or visit us at www.moragabarn.com
Moraga,

Rawl Rekow, Wayne Wallace, Mi-
chael Wolfe, Tom Politzer, Wayne
Bergeron, The Coasters, The Drift-
ers, and more. Its musicians have

Ca 94556 been in opening acts for musical

greats like Earth Wind and Fire,

Chicago, Ray Charles, Joe Wil-
liams, Lou Rawls, Nancy Wilson,
Earl Kluh, Diane Shur, David
Bowie, The Stray Cats, Van Ha-
len, Stevie Nicks, Men at Work,
Confunkshun, and The Spinners,
Carmen McRae, Dave Brubeck,
Dick Dale and The Del Tones, Tke
and Tina Turner, The Beach Boys,
Righteous Brothers, Kenny Rogers
and The First Edition.

Don’t miss this fun afternoon
in this beautiful oak grove. No res-
ervations required. There is a sug-
gested donation of $20 for adults,
and $5 for a refillable glass for craft
beer or wine and snacks. To listen
to a sample of music, visit www.
lafayettebigband.com.  For more
information, call (925) 283-8304.
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Gold Coast Chamber 19th’s season: a story of collaboration

By Sophie Braccini

Last year’s concert at the Lafayette Library Community Hall.

he Gold Coast Chamber en-

semble and its artistic direc-
tor Pamela Freund-Striplen are
an integral part of the new wave
of chamber music companies that
present powerful public programs
incorporating different sets of mu-
sicians coming from a larger pool
of professionals. Freund-Striplen
has created the 2018-19 season in
collaboration with several different
groups, curating the programs with
them and bringing to Lafayette
world-class performances.

The first of the seven season
recitals is called “Chamber Play-
ers Coast to Coast,” featuring the
Manhattan Chamber Players for a
mostly 19th century European clas-
sic music program, with the addi-
tion of a commissioned creation by
a local composer. It will take place
at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 29 at the La-
fayette Community Hall. Another
performance will be offered in
Piedmont in the afternoon the fol-

lowing day.

The relationship between Gold
Coast and the Manhattan Chamber
Players started one and a half years
ago. Having heard of each other,
the groups reached out and Freund-
Striplen began a discussion with
Luke Fleming, the group’s artistic
director and fellow viola player.
Freund-Striplen said that their vi-
sion was very similar and together
they decided on a program that jux-
tapositions three European com-
posers known for creating unique
nationalistic music.

The concert will include Ernest
Chausson’s “Concerto for Vio-
lin, Piano and String Quartet” — a
piece Freund-Striplen describes as
very romantic, adding that it was
the starting point for Fleming and
her as they structured that concert.
Chausson was a promoter of French
music and his style evolved to more
dramatic tones, while maintaining
the reserve that was the mark of the

Photo Alicia Gholami

French music of that century.

The opening piece will be by
Spanish composer Joaquin Torina.
Freund-Striplen said that people
are going to be transported by the
warm, rich and evocative “Scene
Andalouse for Piano Sextet, Op. 7”
that will be played that night. To-
rina, who studied in France, was a
great admirer of Spanish composer
Isaac Albenitz, who drew his inspi-
ration from folk Andalusian music.

The third nationalistic com-
poser is British; Vaughan Williams’
“Phantasy Quintet” will contrast
with the other two composers as
he is known for his wide range of
moods, but also for his inspiration
drawn from ancient English music,
such as English madrigals. Freund-
Striplen also noted that she loved
the meditative quality of the work
and the beautiful use of the viola.

The three pieces are also character-
ized by their featuring of soloists,
piano, violin or viola. Freund-Stri-
plen explains that the concert will
be a hybrid between soloistic and
chamber music.

The fourth element of the con-
cert is the creation of a piece com-
missioned to local composer Mary
Bianco for this evening. Freund-
Striplen explains that Bianco is a
patron of the Manhattan Chamber
Players and she created a short trio
just for that night. Freund-Striplen
was excited to announce that Bian-
co would be present at the concert

and would answer a few questions
about her light, uplifting piece.

The season’s other concerts
will also feature partnerships with
diverse groups and musicians,
sometimes the new generation of
chamber musicians that Freund-
Striplen is proud to see come forth
to carry the torch. The season will
also include the now traditional
free family holiday concert in De-
cember.

Last year, several concerts sold
out, so it is recommended to get
tickets in advance. For more infor-
mation, visit www.gcplayers.org.

Volunteer visits help
their homes

seniors stay In

Lafayette volunteer Leonara Holmes, left, enjoys time with Iris Timmerman.

ris Timmerman, a former nurse,

has difficulty hearing, so so-
cializing in groups is too difficult,
but thanks to a program offered
through John Muir Health, Lafay-
ette volunteer Leonora Holmes, age
63, has been making a difference in
Timmerman’s life for nearly a year
Now.

Holmes signed up as a Caring
Hands volunteer last October and
says she gets as much out of the
program than she puts into it — may-
be more — noting how the 93-year-
old Timmerman was teaching her
painting and crafts.

“Iris taught me to paint today,”
Holmes wrote to the Caring Hands
Volunteer Coordinator Stacy Appel
after one visit. “She had smocks,
paint and canvas all ready to go.”

The Caring Hands Volunteer
Caregivers Program serves seniors
in Central, East, and South Con-
tra Costa County, including all of
Lamorinda. The program is a col-
laborative community outreach
program which offers finely-tuned
one-on-one  matches  between
neighbors, always free of charge, to
help aging adults in Contra Costa
County remain independent in their
own homes as long as safely pos-
sible.

A collaboration between John
Muir Health, social service agen-
cies, faith communities and the
community-at-large, the program
helps break the cycle of isolation
and despair that may make health
problems worse.

Volunteers provide life-enhanc-
ing services such as friendly visits
and companionship, social outings,
transportation and escort to medical
appointments, help with shopping
and errands, respite care to give a
break to a family caregiver, reading
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mail and letter-writing, but do not
provide cleaning, bill-paying ser-
vices, personal or medical care.

Services are generally provided
once a week, for one to three hours
to meet a senior’s ongoing need,
and are scheduled on the times and
days that work best for the volun-
teer. Matches are created between
volunteers and people over 60
years old who may be frail, iso-
lated, or disabled. By providing
free non-medical assistance, Car-
ing Hands help seniors stay in their
homes and remain independent as
long as safely possible.

A former teacher, Holmes
heard about Caring Hands through
her church, and while her previous
experience had been with children,
not seniors, Leonora couldn’t wait
to begin the training.

“An attentive friend like Le-
onora has been an ongoing delight
for both volunteer and care receiv-
er,” said Appel.

“Thank you for making her my
match,” Holmes wrote to Appel
after a recent visit. “It has been an
immense blessing! Today we went
to the Ruth Bancroft Garden, lunch,
and stopped at Ace Hardware to
pick up a few art supplies for Iris.
She is a lot of fun to be with and
very appreciative each time I am
there.”

More volunteers are needed
and the next training will be held
Sept. 28 at the John Muir Health
Medical Center in Walnut Creek.
To learn more, or to apply for the
next training, contact Appel at Sta-
cy.Appel@johnmuirhealth.com or
(925) 952-2999, or visit the Caring
Hands website at johnmuirhealth.
com/caringhands.

—J. Wake

ADULT DAY PROGRAM

for those with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias

* STIMULATING
ACTIVITIES

* LIVE MUSICAL
ENTERTAINMENT

* GAMES

* CRAFTS

* EXERCISE

* FRIENDSHIP

LARG

Lamorinpa ADULT REsPTE CENTER
925-254-3465

433 Moraga Way Orinda

lamorindarespite.org

Theater View Veterinary Clinic

¢ Offering your pets compassionate care

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200
Orinda, CA 94563

P: (925) 317-3187
F: (925) 334-7017

° Modern hospital and equipment

e | ong tenured, experienced staff

E: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
W: www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

Dr. Amelia Ausman

AEGIS LIVING PRESENTS
ASK THE EXPERT SEMINAR

Presented by Kathy Stewart, R.N., B.S.N.

WHEN IS HOME NO LONGER THE
BEST OPTION FOR YOUR LOVED ONE

Wednesday, Sept. 26th, 10:00am-12:00pm

Lafayette Library — Arts & Science Discovery Center
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd. ¢ Lafayette, CA 94549

First 20 people to RSVP and attend will receive a copy of Kathy's book
"Mom's Losing Her Memory; I'm Losing My Mind" at the event.

Event is free to attend. Refreshments will be provided.

Please RSVP to 925-297-6760 or to Molly.Gleason-Kodama@aegisliving.com

Aegis Living

of Moraga

Assisted Living & Memory Care

RCFE #075601424 @
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Preventive medicine made easy

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ¢ Ear Mold Impressions

Are you 50 and up-to-date with your screenings?

FREE Initial Consultation

Here are the screenings you should do after turning 50: Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare

- Blood Pressure » Osteoporosis

- Cholesterol - Prostate Screenings

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

ALD.. CCO-A E *]..-‘IL."&]{]IH‘.'{['.!.'IL
u.v., -A, FAAA

- Diabetes . Colon Cancer AUDITOLOGY

« Mammogram

To schedule an

appointment today in
our Lamorinda office,
call 925-962-9120.

o Immunizations

( BASS

MEDICAL GROUP

911 Moraga Road
Lafayette, CA 94549
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3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations
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Cancer survivor brings comfort to UCSF pediatric oncology patients
Submitted by Elizabeth Dietsch

calanes senior Colby

Suppiger, a Life Scout
rank in Troop 224, is a cancer
survivor who chose to give
back a “whole big bunch”
and then some, working tire-
lessly on his Eagle Scout
project, which took over his
entire garage and house, and
involved over 45 people and
165 hours to make 250 blan-
kets for children who will be
undergoing  chemotherapy
at UCSF Benioff Children’s

hospital in San Francisco
and Oakland.

Suppiger’s original goal
was to make 100 blankets,
but thanks to special addi-
tional contributors, that goal
was far surpassed.

When he was in the sev-
enth grade, Suppiger was
diagnosed with lymphoma, a
blood cancer that was located
in his bone marrow. “Those
six months were probably
and will probably be the

10 FREE DAYS

Restorative yoga
now offered.
Wed 12:30-1:30 PM.
Seniors especially
welcome.

920 Country Club
Drive, Moraga
(925)732-9114

el/umb|e 49090

www.goHumbleYoga.com

worst six months of my
life,” Suppiger said in an an-
nouncement to his Troop in
July. “However the doctors,
my family and my friends
helped me get through the
chemotherapy and 1 can’t
thank them enough. Some-
thing that I will never forget
is my orange blanket I al-
ways carried with me to the
hospital. It sounds simple
but my blanket gave me the
feeling of safety and hope
that I would be home and
feel better soon.”

Suppiger said he took the
blanket with him everywhere
he went for the six months
he was going through treat-
ment — and he still has the
blanket today. “I want every
kid who has to go through
what I went through to have
their own blanket,” he said.
“That feeling of safety and
security goes a long way.”

Organized and super-
vised by Suppiger, Boy
Scout Troop 224, Girl Scout
Troops 33132 and 32913,
and many parents worked
closely together over one

weekend making the blan-
kets. Over the past year Sup-
piger successfully raised
over $1,000 he needed to
make his target of 100 blan-
kets. Then, there was a very
generous donation  from
Cary and Stacy Schirmer of
Lafayette. Cary Schirmer is
the CEO of Walnut Creek-
based HPG International,
who felt the contribution to
pediatric oncology was an
invaluable cause to support.

UCSF Hematology/On-
cology Department of Pedi-
atrics is “particularly known
for work in childhood can-
cers such as leukemia, lym-
phoma, brain tumors, neu-
roblastoma, sarcomas and
retinoblastoma.”

One of Cary Schirmer’s
main suppliers of materi-
als is Polartec. His supplier
from Polartec had survived
breast cancer and was also
very sympathetic toward the
cause.

Together, HPG and Pol-
artec donated approximately
350 liner yards — which is
over 400 pounds of very

Y

Colby Suppiger during chemotherapy treatment in the sev-

enth grade with his orange blanket.

high quality fleece. This
was in addition to the 200
yards of material Suppiger
purchased.

The Troop came together
in full force both Saturday
and Sunday, Aug. 25-26, cut
the material and wove the
blankets.

While making the blan-
kets, people quietly gath-
ered ahead of time and said
a quiet prayer for someone
they knew who had sur-
vived or had not survived

Photo provided
cancer. At the large tables
throughout the house and
garage, one could hear sum-
mer stories and fall plans.
There was laughter and joy
and most of all a great feel-
ing of gratitude by Suppiger,
who extend special gratitude
for the incredible support he
received from his family,
Mikaela Truong, Justin Lee,
Matthew Raffel, Troop 224,
Girl Scout Troops 33132 and
32913 and Ms. June Jung,
his Eagle Scout mentor.

How to Lose Fat FAST
Without Surgery,
Painful Procedures or

Side-effects?

Say "goodbye' to fat, cellulite and fine wrinkles and
Say ""Hi" to a leaner, slimmer and fitter YOU!

If are you frustrated of the stubborn fat in your stomach, love
handles, back, legs, arms, butt, neck, chin, and face, then we’ve
got some exciting news for you...

Introducing CRYOSKIN - A non-invasive treatment

for slimming, cellulite reduction, and toning.

Stubborn fat - Gone. Aging skin - Reversed. Cellulite - Eliminated.
Sagging skin -Toned and Tightened. Pre-baby body - Returned!

We guarantee you’ll lose at least Y2 inch per session at a
minimum. Some people lose up to 2 inches in a single session!

Book a 30 minutes FREE Cryoskin consultation and receive $100
credit towards your first Cryoskin session. Hurry, we’ve only 50 of

these credits left!

To Book Your FREE Cryoskin
Consultation Call: 925.275.5595

"*u;'.' USCryotherapy
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We’re giving away 5 Day/4 Night Cruise Certificate for Two to
the Bahamas, Mexico, or the Western Caribbean. To Qualify for

your the Cruise Certificate, schedule a free Cryoskin consultation

before September 30th!

LAFAYETTE

PHYSICAL THERAPYZ2

Get back to the things

you love.

Prevent future issues

d

-

or injury.

>
-

Our Physical Therapy,

Massage, and Wellness services
can help you get there.

Call our office today for a
Complimentary Consultation!

925-284-6150

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite B110, Lafayette, CA 94549

www.lafayettept.com
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The health hazards of early specialization in sports

By Kevin M. Roth, M.D.

s a child growing

up in Moraga in

the 1980s, every
fall I played MOL flag foot-
ball; every winter I played
LMYA basketball; spring
was dedicated to MBA
baseball; and in the sum-
mers, [ swam and played
tennis at the Moraga Coun-
try Club. Playing three
or four sports used to be
the norm for kids. Today,
however, young athletes
increasingly are focused on
year-round participation in
a single sport, a trend called
“early specialization.” Ear-
ly specialization is defined
as intense, year-round par-
ticipation in a single sport
to the exclusion of other
physical activities.

Tiger Woods may be
the poster child for ear-
ly specialization (it is
well-known that he began
swinging a golf club before
the age of 2). Many parents
and coaches, following the
success of the Tiger Woods
model, have encouraged
their young athletes to ded-
icate themselves to a single
sport. And, intuitively, this
makes sense — athletes who

focus on a single sport are
able to hone a specific skill
set and develop the muscles
and muscle memory neces-
sary for their chosen activ-
ity. With this dedication,
focus and training, it would
seem to follow that athletic
excellence is almost a guar-
antee.

However, while year-
round baseball, soccer or
gymnastics may result in
some improvements in
certain skills, early spe-
cialization often does not
produce the desired result.
Instead, numerous studies
have shown that early spe-
cialization can lead, among
other issues, to overuse
injuries, burnout, and de-
creased enjoyment. When
a child plays a sport year-
round, that child’s young,
developing body does not
have an adequate oppor-
tunity to recover from re-
petitive physical demands.
When the body is in a
weakened state, injuries
such as sprains and mus-
cle strains are much more
likely. Further, overused
muscles have a tendency
to become overdeveloped,

and other muscles, equally
important to a developing
body, are ignored. It also
cannot be overlooked that
competitive athletics are
mentally and emotional-
ly demanding on children
and, without an offseason,
there may not be relief from
those stresses.

Physician organizations
such as the American Or-
thopedic Society for Sports
Medicine, of which 1 am
a member, and the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediat-
rics have warned against
the dangers of early spe-
cialization and uniformly
advocate against it. Inter-
estingly, it has been shown
that professional baseball
players who specialized
and played only baseball
prior to high school have a
higher rate of serious inju-
ry during their profession-
al careers. While many
people believe that Tiger
Woods’ story is true for all
professional athletes, a re-
cent study of professional
baseball players showed
that fewer than half spe-
cialized during childhood/
adolescence. Further, when

asked, only 22.3 percent of
professional athletes said
they would want their own
child to specialize and play
one sport.

Parents often have more
influence in their child’s
early specialization than
is appreciated. Parents as-
sume very important roles
in their children’s sports
participation, from car-
pooling to and from prac-
tices and competitions,
arranging outside personal
training and instruction,
purchasing equipment, and
providing encouragement
and support. In a recent
study, parents of highly
specialized youth athletes
were more likely to expect
that their child aspired to
play that sport in college or
professionally. In this same
study, no parents from
the non-specialized group
of children said that they
would be willing to hold
their child back a grade in
order to gain a competitive
athletic advantage, whereas
7 percent of the parents of
specialized children said
that they would be willing
to do so.

As a parent now of
two children entering the
Lamorinda sports world,
I see firsthand the pres-
sure placed on the kids in
our community, even at
a young age, for athletic
accomplishment. And it’s
hard not to get swept up in
our early specialization cul-
ture. We’re a part of a com-
munity where Matt Biondi
started his swimming ca-
reer, where seven local ath-
letes competed in the Bei-
jing Olympics, and where
a hometown hero such as
Buster Posey is our neigh-
bor. Further, there’s nothing
quite like seeing your child

excel in something that he
or she is passionate about.
I can understand why Earl
Woods, Tiger’s father, be-
gan teaching Tiger to grip a
golf club at 10 months old
and then continued with
intensive training when
his son showed interest
and promise in the sport.
But I also know through
my practice as a sports
medicine physician that
pediatric overuse injuries
are steadily increasing and
traditionally “adult” inju-
ries, such as ACL tears, are
showing up with greater
frequency in younger ath-
letes. As parents, what are
we to do?

First, I recommend that
children be given plenty of
opportunities for free, un-
structured play. Free play
not only allows children
to develop a diverse set of
musculoskeletal skills, it
also allows for creativity
and imagination, both im-
portant skills in a devel-
oping child. Additionally,
I recommend that young
athletes participate in a
variety of sports during
developmental years. This
is how we played sports
when we were young — one
sport per season. Playing
multiple different sports
allows the development
of a wide range of motor
skills and gives the child
an opportunity to identify
the sports that he or she en-
joys. A good rule of thumb
is that children should not
participate in more hours
per week of structured ath-
letics than their age — so a
10-year-old should not be
playing organized sports
for more than 10 hours per
week. Children who do spe-
cialize at a young age and/
or who participate in more

sport per week than their
age, should be monitored
closely for signs of fatigue,
overuse injuries, burnout,
or decreased performance.
These children also should
be given adequate oppor-
tunities for rest, recovery,
and non-sport specific
conditioning in order to
develop other muscles and
well-rounded motor skills.

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, encourage your
children to love the game
and play for that reason.
We may or may not be par-
ents to the next Tiger, but
we can at least make sure
that we’re not being tiger
parents along the way. I
look forward to seeing you
at the next soccer game,
baseball field, Luna class,
swim meet, or CAPA per-
formance!

L
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Dr. Kevin Roth is a
Board Certified and
fellowship trained
orthopedic surgeon
specializing in Sports
Medicine who practices
in Oakland and Dublin,
and lives in Orinda
with his wife and

two children. More
information about Dr.
Roth’s practice can

be found at www.
KevinRothMD.com.

And Most Don’t Even Know It.

Type 2 or Pre-Diabetes?

Almost 50% Of The US Population Is Living With Either Type 2, or Pre-Diabetes...
If You Think You’re Safe, Think Again! — THIS MAY BE
THE MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION YOU HAVE EVER READ IN YOUR LIFE!

Your doctor orders a lab test blood for you ev-
ery 6 months, and other than talking to you about
your high cholesterol, says nothing to you about
your slightly elevated fasting blood glucose num-
ber. Does that sound familiar? You should be safe,
right? Well depending on the lab, your insurance
company, and your doctor, you may not even be
told that your glucose levels are abnormally high
until it is time for your doctor to recommend med-
ication. And remember, we are talking about a re-
versable condition.

Abnormally high glucose numbers (fasting) begin
at 100 mg/dL., but testing only 2 times a year results
in a huge number of people being left in the dark,
and keeping them in a pre-diabetic state commonly
for decades. The easiest time to turn Type 2 Dia-
betes around is before diagnosis and prescription
medication.

“On Average, Type 2 Diabetes
Takes Decades To Develop,
And The Complications Of
Elevated Glucose Levels Have
Been Shown To Begin With Pre-
Diabetes”

Do you remember what your doctor said to you
when he/she gave you the news that you had type 2
diabetes? “You are going to have to make changes
in the area of and . (You fill
in the blanks)

You most likely filled in the blanks with diet and
exercise. Right? Why do doctors tell their patients
this phrase, even to the extent that we know it by
memory? Because it’s true! But what is common-
ly the action of the doctor immediately after sug-
gesting this lifestyle change? Typically, something
like this, “I am going to prescribe you 500 mg. of
Metformin which should help lower your glucose
numbers.”’

This is what is clear to almost everyone I talk to
who has type 2 diabetes or Pre-Diabetes...Even
though there is acknowledgement that type 2 diabe-
tes can be reversed through very specific changes in
the way a person eats and exercises, that is clearly
not the focus within the insurance environment of
today’s healthcare.

The focus seems to be on managing the symptoms
(high glucose levels) through medication, instead
of addressing the cause of this chronic and inflam-
matory condition, allowing it to progress, which
results in devastating complications like kidney
failure, heart disease, loss of balance, amputation,
blindness...etc.

ENVIRONMENT MAKES THE
DIFFERENCE!

Everyone has heard a story of someone within their
circle of friends or colleagues reversing Type 2 Di-
abetes. Scientific literature clearly states that Type
2 Diabetes is reversible. Intuitively most people
with Type 2 Diabetes know there is a way to lower
high glucose numbers, and sustain them. So, where
and how is this taking place?

I am glad you asked. For the last decade, I have
had a laser-like focus within my clinical practice of
helping people with Pre and Type 2 Diabetes learn
to understand how the human body responds to dif-
ferent food. Macronutrients specifically (Proteins,
fats, and carbohydrates). Successfully, this focus re-
turns glucose levels to a normal and healthy range.
When normal fasting glucose levels are attained,
prescribing doctors typically reduce and/or elimi-
nate medications.

Let me say this...I am not saying that everyone is
ready to make the changes required to exit a Type 2
diabetic state. I don’t even know if you qualify for
my Balancing Blood Sugar Program. That is yet to
be determined, and requires a proper history and
examination. And I know that you’ve been over-
whelmed with information which seems to contra-
dict what you read the day before about reversing
T2D.

That is why I’m offering you a seat at my next
live presentation, this coming Saturday Here’s
you’ll get:

¢ A CLEAR and SIMPLE description of the
fundamental causes Type 2 Diabetes.

¢ Exactly what is takes to lower glucose levels
(Naturally), and keep them there.

¢ How and Why Type 2 diabetes creates Kidney
Failure, Peripheral Neuropathy, Heart
Disease and Loss of Balance.

 Personal examples of several of my patients
who have completely turned Type 2
Diabetes around, NATURALLY!

The information that you will receive during this
presentation has been described as, “...unlike any
conversation taking place during your typical
HMO/PPO doctors office visit.” These principles
of exiting the state of Type 2 Diabetes are simply
not what insurance-based healthcare is focused on.

I don’t have the space to go into more details here,
which is why I am inviting you to a 60 minute, live
presentation. The old-fashioned kind where a you
can relax, sit and listen to a knowledgeable, practic-
ing doctor, feeling comfortable enough to ask any
question you like.

The word Doctor literally means
Teacher (in Latin).

Why hasn’t your doctor told you about this ap-
proach? Because it doesn’t fit into the model of
“Let me give you a medication to cover up the
problem”. This is a functional approach to correct
the problem, not unnaturally lower sugar numbers.

Here’s What To Do Now

This Saturday morning, September 29th, at
11am, Harvest House Natural Foods in Con-
cord, is Dr. Thomason’s only scheduled talk on
“How To Exit The State Of Type 2 Diabetes” on
calendar for this year. There is no cost to attend.
Call 925-407-0888 today and we can reserve a seat
for you and a loved one.

Our office is located on Olympic Boulevard in
Walnut Creek; just a few minutes from you.

When you call, tell the receptionist you’d like to
attend the Type 2 Diabetes Presentation so she can
reserve your seat. You will also be provided a deli-
cious and healthy lunch following the presentation
at no charge.

Sincerely,

Dr. Brian E. Thomason, D.NMSc, BCIM, D.C.

PRESENTING DOCTOR: Brian E. Thomason, D.NMSc, BCIM, DC, CAFNI. Dr. Thomason has post-graduate training in functional
neurology, blood chemistry analysis, neurotransmitters, and functional endocrinology. He has been helping people both locally and interna-
tionally return glucose numbers to normal for the past 23 years. If you have been diagnosed Type 2 Diabetes or Pre-Diabetes and medications
are not working for you, there is hope, there are answers.

To Reserve a seat at this Saturday, September 29th, 2018’s informative and entertaining presentation...

Call (925)-407-0888 (Attendance is Free, but seating is limited to the first 26 who register)
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Lamorinda’s Religious
Services

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

|~ 8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m.
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger
E.
unity A POV Pt i

If you are spiritual and not religious, are looking for an alternative to
your childhood religion, seek a loving, accepting community, or are
yearning for a deeper connection to Spirit, come and
experience Unity of Walnut Creek. Join us for Sunday Services:
9:30am Contemplative Service

11:30am Celebratory Service
Visit the East Bay’s only Metaphysical bookstore!

1871 Geary Rd, Walnut Creek unityofwalnutcreek.org

Sunday Sacrament Service
at 10AM

Scripture Study &
Youth Programs

3776 Via Granada, Moraga

THE CHURCH Lk

JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Everyone welcome!

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others,
and Serve the World

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

LAFAYETTE-ORIMDA PRESBYTERIAM CHURCH

‘Whare oll ore welcome, nobody is parfect,
and amything s possibla with Godl,

* Jussay Wardip PO0L | 100 am
v Pragrasi lar al oge
v Qs Speckees & Warkehops

v Lo murh marel Cansaci ol w md-ur'

LOPC
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ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F11-4;Satll -2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

ALL ARE WELCOME

Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm

i
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mvpce

| Puari B
10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

ST. PERPETUA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

R
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celebrating our faith « enriching our community « sharing our gifts

Join us
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 2:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
School for K - 8 grade
Faith Formation for children and adulfs

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School

925-377-0977
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When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”
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Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7
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State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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ART

The Moraga Art Gallery presents
“Walk on the Wild Side,” a new ex-
hibit featuring the distinctive, strik-
ingly colorful abstract paintings by
member artist Josie Osolin, whose
work invariably evokes a sense of
energy and passion. Also featured
in the show are two guest artists:
Jenn Norpchen, specializing in
wild, whimsical gourds, reincarnat-
ed as birds, frogs, snails and other
creatures, and Terry Ow-Wing, an
Asian-influenced glass artist whose
work has evolved from her back-
ground in architecture, photography,
and glass blowing. The show runs
through Oct. 20. For more informa-
tion, visit www.moragaartgallery.
com or call (925) 376-5407.

Bay Area Studio Artists will pres-
ent “Herd,” an exhibit of paintings
in acrylics and oils at Orinda Books,
276 Village Square, Orinda, during
the month of October. You’re invit-
ed to the artists’ reception from 1 to
3 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 6. Or stop by
the bookstore during regular hours.
BASA is a group of local artists
who have been painting and show-
ing their work together since 2010.
Their show “Herd” explores the
herd instinct, that urge to gather with
others of your own kind. It explores
herds of many kinds, including some
whimsical varieties. For more infor-
mation on BASA, see the website:
http://www.bayaareastudioartists.
com.

The Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
presents “Color and Pattern,” an im-
mersive experience of paintings and
sound that will delight and engage
the public. On view are paintings
by Andy Cunningham and Angela
Johal, with a special sound perfor-
mance by artist Jon Fischer and mu-
sician Danny Clay. The work is on
view through Sept. 29.

Fall exhibitions at the Saint Mary’s
College Museum of Art Sept. 20
through Dec. 16, opening reception 4
to 7 p.m. on Sept. 20. “Graphicanos:
Contemporary Latino Prints” from
the Serie Project and “Stanley Kop-
pel: Artist as Activist.” https://www.
stmarys-ca.edu/museum

Rossmoor 2018 Art & Wine Event
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Sept. 24 at Ross-
moor Event Center, 1021 Stanley
Dollar Drive, Rossmoor. Enjoy
sampling fine wines while viewing
original artwork and bidding on ex-
citing silent auction items. General
admission includes a commemo-
rative wine tasting glass and hors
d’oeuvres. Talented artists from
the Rossmoor Art Association will
showcase their photography, sculp-
ture, ceramics and jewelry. Tickets:
$30.  https://hospicee.ejoinme.org/
MyEvents/2018RossmoorArtWine/
tabid/970133/Default.aspx

The Town of Moraga is celebrat-
ing the 20th Annual Pear and Wine
Festival from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 22 at Moraga Commons
Park. Stop by and enjoy wine tasting,
pear pies and pear cider. Hosted by
local DJ RyanO, the event will fea-
ture kids’ activities — face painting,
petting zoo, inflatable jumpies, chalk
art, games and prizes. The Pear and
Wine Festival will feature some
hometown fun including a pear rec-
ipe contest and pear pie eating con-
test. Community groups, artisans,
and local businesses are encouraged
to apply with the Parks and Recre-
ation Department for a booth at the
festival.

MUSIC

Cantare Con Vivo kicks off their
32nd season in early October with

the Chorale’s annual Ice Cream Fam-
ily Concert, Gonna Take a Sentimen-
tal Journey, featuring folk and popu-
lar songs, Broadway selections, light
classics, and spirituals starting at 4
p.m. on Oct. 7 at the Lafayette-Orin-
da Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox
Rd., Lafayette. In keeping with tradi-
tion, ice cream will be provided free
for everyone in attendance following
the concert. Tickets: $27.50 Gener-
al, $65 Family, $10 Student. https://
cantareconvivo.secure.force.com/
ticket/#sections_ aOFOB00000J5pA-
SUAZ

Classical Pianist Robyn Carmi-
chael will perform her piano solo
program “Peers, Friends, Rivals:
Four Romantic Masters,” which
includes pieces by Mendelssohn,
Chopin, Schumann, and Liszt, at 7
p.m. on Sept 22 at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, Walnut Creek. Car-
michael’s program has received rave
reviews and standing ovations in
recent performances; a concert not
to be missed! Donation at the door:
average $20; Students $10 (all are
welcome regardless of donation).
For more information, visit: https:/
www.robyncarmichael.com or st-
paulswc.org.

Lafayette Studio Big Band Con-
cert from 4 to 6 p.m. on Sunday,
Sept. 23 at Lafayette Christian
Church, Courtyard Patio in the
Grove, 584 Glenside Dr. Lafayette.
Enjoy this fun afternoon in the beau-
tiful oak grove, listening to Count
Basie style jazz. No reservations re-
quired. Listen to a sample of music
on www.lafayettebigband.com. Sug-
gested Donation: $20 for adults, and
$5 for a refillable glass for craft beer
or wine and snacks.

Two Gold Coast Chamber Players
performances, 7:30 p.m. on Sept.
29 in the Lafayette Library Com-
munity Hall, and at 5 p.m. on Sept.
30 at the Piedmont Center for the
Arts, 801 Magnolia Ave., Piedmont.
Pre-concert talk 30 minutes prior to
each concert. Tickets: $45 General,
$40 Senior, $15 Student. Purchase
online: www.gcplayers.org or by
phone: (925) 283-3728.

The Contra Costa Chamber Or-
chestra presents its new concert,
“How to Make it in America,” at
2 p.m. on Sept. 29 at El Campanil
Theatre, Antioch and Sept. 30 at the
Lesher Arts Center, Walnut Creek.
The concert will explore music
penned by several of the most am-
bitious, diverse composers to make
a name for themselves in America.
For more detail on the program, visit
www.ContraCostaChamberOrches-
tra.org.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre Company
presents “The Revolutionists” Sept.
27 through Oct. 20 at the Town Hall
Theatre Company, 3535 School
Street, Lafayette. For tickets, prices,
and showtimes: www.townhallthe-
atre.com; Box Office: (925) 283-
1557.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Saint Mary’s College MFA in Cre-
ative Writing program presents The
Roy E. and Patricia Disney Forum
- An Evening with Kevin Young at
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 19
at Hagerty Lounge, SMC Campus.
Kevin Young is the director for the
Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture, newly named a Na-
tional Historic Landmark, and Poet-
ry Editor of the New Yorker. He is
the author of 13 books of poetry and
prose. Free.

“Hughie” by Eugene O’Neill, di-
rected by Eric Fraisher Hayes at 8
p.m. Sept. 21 - 22 and 27 - 29, and at

2 p.m. Sept. 23 and 30 at Old Barn,
Eugene O’Neill National Historic
Site, Danville. It is the middle of the
night in the lobby of a run-down ho-
tel in midtown New York City. Two
lost souls—a small-time gambler
and the hotel night clerk—find them-
selves in an hour of existential crisis
struggling to balance self-preserva-
tion with duty to their fellow man.
Ticket price: $40. Tickets available
at: www.villagetheatreshows.com

Saint Mary’s College MFA pro-
gram presents Afternoon Craft Con-
versation with Tongo Eisen-Martin
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 26 at the SMC Museum of
Art. This craft talk presupposes that
among other potentials, poetry exists
within a multidimensional overlap
of two spheres of insight; one, that
of the music or math of language,
and two, the social realities that the
poet navigate and digest. Students
will explore the strategies, mechan-
ics, and resulting art of prolific poets
from various epochs of craft and so-
cial contradiction. By the end of the
talk, students will be exposed to a
useful set of strategies they can use
in their own writing and also a lens
of social analysis to synthesize with
their writing. Free.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Stop by the Be the Star You Are!
charity booth between 1 and 3 p.m.
on Sept. 22 at Pear and Wine Festival
at Moraga Commons for free activi-
ties for kids, reading circle, and book
signing by contributors to the new
book, Be the Star You Are! Millen-
nials to Boomers. www.BetheStarY-
ouAre.org/Events

Mindful Littles presents Heartful
Connections with Special Friends
from 1 to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29
at Las Trampas 3460 Lana Lane,
Lafayette. Mindful Littles is grateful
to be partnering with Las Trampas
to offer a unique class to connect
and be heartful with friends who
have developmental disabilities.
This workshop will leave you with a
warm fuzzy feeling. Kids age 4-11.
Suggested donation $18.

Lamorinda Moms Presents Dr.
Allison Briscoe-Smith “How to Talk
to Kids About Race” beginning at
6:30 p.m. on Oct. 16 in the Orinda
Intermediate School Multi-purpose
room. Broaching the topic of race
with children can be challenging.
Many of us do not even know how
to begin to start such an important,
complicated subject without feeling
anxious about whether we are doing
it right. In just two hours, Dr. Allison
Briscoe-Smith will present power-
ful ways to help you facilitate these
must-have ongoing conversations.
Tickets: $20 plus service fee; Lamor-
inda Mom’s Members and educators
$10 plus service fee.

OTHER

Healing circle, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
first Wednesday of every month,
and 4 to 6 p.m. third Sunday of every
month at St. Mark’s United Method-
ist Church, 451 Moraga Way, Orin-
da. Practitioners of various healing
traditions gather to share together for
the first hour. Then an hour is open
to the community to learn about the
practices and experience them. Con-
tact Michele Robbins for more in-
formation at shalompastor3@gmail.
com.

Please submit events:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Magic returns to the Rheem Theatre for two
shows on Sept. 22

By Derek Zemrak

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Come Join the Fun in 2018!
Everyone's Welcome at the 24nd Annual

Mioodle Eastern
Festival

Saturday, Sept. 22, 10-8 * Sunday, Sept. 23., 11-7

Sponsored by St. John the Evangelist Orthodox Church
On the Church Grounds at 501 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com Page:
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“The House with a Clock in Its Walls” starts
this week at the Rheem Theatre with a preview
screening at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20. The
movie is based on a Gothic horror children’s
novel first published in 1978. Lewis Barnavelt,
after losing his parents, is sent to Michigan to
live with his Uncle Jonathan. He discovers his
uncle is a warlock and Lewis enters a world
of magic and sorcery. But this power is not
limited to good people: Lewis learns of Isaac
Izard, an evil wizard who wanted to cause the
Apocalypse so that he could see what happened
afterward. To do this, he constructed a magical
clock using black magic that will keep ticking
until it reaches Doomsday. The wizard died be-
fore he could finish the clock, but he hid it in
his house, which is where Uncle Jonathan and
Lewis now live. They must find the clock be-

(regular} .
_ Y adults $ gp-
children under 7 Fr;i()),

Fabulous Foods * Live Entertainment * Folk Dancing * Bazaar
Crafts » Book Store- Middle Eastern Heritage Exhibits & Talks
Fun & Games for Children of All Ages
For information: www.stjohnorinda.org - or call 925-258-4255

Service Clubs Announcements

Timothy James Photo provided fore it’s too late and before Isaac’s wife, Sele- ;
ime flies when magic is involved. It has . ’ > Breakfast, Friday 7:00 a.m.
o na, finds it. Al e The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa,
been over a year since illusionist Tlmothy “The House with a Clock in Its Walls” is LaMoRiNDA SUNRISE Mt. Diablo Blvd.
James has performed at the Rheem Theatre in rated PG and is a perfect Halloween movie for Rotary www.lamorindasunrise.com

Moraga. James’ shows in 2017 amazed Lam-
orinda residents with six sell-out performances.
His sleight-of-hand artistry, knack for reading
thoughts, predicting futures, and uncovering
strange coincidences that defy explanation,
will astonish all in attendance.

James has performed for Fortune 500 com-
panies, cruise ships, comedy clubs and per-
forming art centers across the country. He’s
also entertained celebrities such as Oscar-
winning actress Geena Davis, movie star Shia
LaBeouf, Journey bass guitarist Ross Valory,
and the Oakland A’s.

He is the winner of numerous awards for
sleight of hand and variety entertainment in-
cluding the Lance Burton Award of Excellence

s, Fan, e Abase 8590 o email lamorindasunrise@gmail.com

September 28

all ages!

September 21

Exposé !
Skip McCowan
reveals all, mostly.

Young Women
of STEM

Welcome autumn, hues of gold and orange.
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Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

from the World Magic Seminar in Las Vegas. Septellnb(?r 20: September 27:

Get ready for an unbelievable, hilarious 4 P ; Joe Di Prisco: Joanna Krause
evening with James. The 6 p.m. show is for the : "l“i“m i The Simpson Family “Writing From Your Life”
younger kids and the youngest at heart, while - S * 44 Literary Project

the 8 p.m. show will be geared toward teens
and above. Both shows will be fun for the
whole family. Tickets can be purchased at the
Rheem Theatre box-office or online at www.
lamorindatheatres.com.

@ Nottobemissed € Not to be missed

www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA
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OTHER... continued

The Many Faces of Prostate Can-
cer from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Sept.
27 in the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Community Room.
Come and experience an event fo-
cusing on the unique issues of pros-
tate cancer patients. Join an engaging
panel of medical experts who will
discuss the latest information regard-
ing ongoing screening, risk factors,
and advances in treatment. Q & A
session to follow presentation. Space
is limited, advanced registration is
required. RSVP to Shayna at (925)
677-5041 x272 or sjung@dvohmg.
com.

Lafayette Juniors 25th Annual
Rummage Sale from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 6 at Lafayette-Orinda
Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox Dr.,
Lafayette. Special Early Bird En-
trance fee of $5 per adult from 7 to
8 a.m. Pre-loved designer clothes,
baby and kid clothes, toys, children’s
gear, furniture, household goods, and
much more. Cash and credit cards
accepted. All sale proceeds benefit
local non-profits that serve children,
families, and communities in need.
Visit www.lafayettejuniors.org for
more information.

The UC Theatre Taube Family
Music Hall presents “Teton Gravity
Research: Far Out” at 6:45 and 9:15
p-m. on Oct. 12 at The UC Theatre
Taube Family Music Hall, 2036 Uni-
versity Avenue, Berkeley. Join Teton
Gravity Research for the winter
kickoff party of the year, a one-night
only premiere of TGR’s new ski and
snowboard film, “Far Out,” present-
ed by REI Cost: $18 - 20. For more
info see https://www.theuctheatre.
org/event/1759412-teton-gravity-
research-far-berkeley/ or call (510)
356-4000 or email information@
theuctheatre.org.

The Lamorinda branch of AAUW
will hold its 5th Annual Tech Trek
Shred Fest, a secure pulverized pa-
per shredding event. Shred papers on
site from 9 a.m. to noon on Oct. 13 at
5A Rent-a-Space, 455 Moraga Road,
Moraga. $9 per file box; Keep your
boxes.

Middle Eastern Festival 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 22 and 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 23 at St. John
the Evangelist Orthodox Church,
501 Moraga Way, Orinda. Food,
games, live entertainment, folk danc-
ing, crafts, Middle Eastern heritage
exhibits and more. Entrance fee:
adults $2; children under 12 free. For
information, visit www.stjohnorin-
da.org or call (925) 258-4255.

Serbian Food Festival from noon
to 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 6 at Holy
Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church
1700 School Street, Moraga. Live
Serbian Music, delicious homemade
pastries and a bounce house for the
kids.

POLITICAL GATHERINGS

Catharine Baker, the 16th Assem-
bly District Representative, will be
the LRWF Monthly Speaker at 11:30
a.m. Thursday, Sept. 20 at the Orinda
Country Club. Baker is a Republican
Assembly person serving since 2014
for the Lamorinda and Tri-Valley ar-
eas. This talk will be highly informa-
tive and offers a chance to hear about
the changing dynamics of the Gold-
en State’s politics firsthand. Lun-
cheon and program: $31 For more
information regarding this event
ww.lamorindarepublicanwomen.
org/ or https://www.facebook.com/
Lamorinda-Republican-Women-
Federated-136134033113066/

The Lafayette Homeowners Coun-
cil (LHC) is sponsoring its yearly
Candidates Night at 7 p.m. on Sept.
20 at the Lafayette Veterans Memo-
rial Hall at 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd. All
residents are welcome! This year five
candidates will be on the November
ballot for just two City Council posi-
tions. Each candidate will have five
minutes to introduce themselves and
speak regarding their individual po-
sitions on various issues regarding
our City. After each of the candidates
have spoken, members of the audi-
ence will be able to ask questions of
any candidate. The meeting will also
include a brief “Annual Meeting”
agenda by the LHC and the group
also hopes to hear from the Lafayette
mayor. www.LafayetteHomeownes-
Council.org

Moraga’s Candidates Night from
7 to 8:30 pm. on Oct. 3 at the Holy
Trinity Serbian Church, 1700 School
Street, Moraga. Come meet the three
Moraga Town Council Candidates
- Mike McCluer, Dave Trotter and
Steve Woehleke - and hear them
speak on important issues. Bring
your questions or submit your ques-
tions to MCN94556@gmail.com.
This free event is sponsored by the
Moraga Citizens Network.

In an effort to bring clarity to your
thoughts so that your well-informed
vote can be cast on Nov. 6, the Orin-
da Moraga Lafayette (OML) branch
of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women (AAUW) will host
an impartial, informational presenta-
tion moderated by the Diablo Valley
League of Women Voters (LWV) at
10 a.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 16 at the
Orinda Community Church, 10 Ir-
win Way, Orinda.

SENIORS

“Free Digital Materials and Ser-
vices Through the Library — What
They Are and How to Access
Them,” presented at the Lafayette
Community Center from 10:30 a.m.
to noon on Sept. 27 in the Elderberry
Room. E-books, digital magazines,
language learning, museum passes,
streaming movies (including classics
and documentaries). The library has
so much to offer! Learn how to ac-
cess the multitude of free materials
and services — all from the comfort
of your own home. Free. To reserve
your spot, contact Lafayette Senior
Services:  Seniors@LoveLafayette.
org or (925) 284-5050.

Cooking: Farmers’ Market to
Harvest Meal - Byron Park Dining
Services Team from 2 to 4 p.m. on
Oct. 11 at Byron Park, 1700 Tice
Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek. There
is nothing quite like a meal created
from farm-fresh, in-season ingre-
dients. In this demonstration-style
class, learn how easy and enjoyable
it is to visit your local farmers’ mar-
ket or produce stand in the morning
and create a delicious and healthful
menu for that night’s meal using all
those fresh ingredients. RSVP to La-
fayette Senior Services by Friday,
October 5: Seniors@LoveLafayette.

org or (925) 284-5050. $10 credit
card deposit required to hold your
spot. Members: Free; Non-members:
$10.

GARDEN

The Moraga Garden Club will
hold its next meeting at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, Sept. 20 at the Holy Trin-
ity Church, 1700 School Street,
Moraga. The guest speaker will be
Steve Lambert of Garden Lights
Landscape. Interested parties are
welcome to attend the 9:30 a.m. so-

“Designing with Palms,” released in
2018. He is the horticulturalist and
palm expert at Flora Grubb Gardens
in San Francisco. His book will be
available for purchase. www.monte-
lindogarden.com

Lafayette Community Garden
and Outdoor Learning Center 7th
Annual Harvest Fest from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. on Sept. 23 at the Lafayette
Community Garden. There will be
garden tours, talks, music, scarecrow
building, art card decoration, food
and drink and other activities to wel-

cial hour, the 10 a.m. meeting and come the fall season. Free.
the presentation by Steve Lambert,

immediately following the meeting.

The Montelindo Garden club’s
September meeting will be at 9 a.m.
on Sept. 21 at the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center Community
Hall. Presentation: “Designing with
Palms,” with speaker Jason Dawees.
Dawees is the author of the book
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Apples add to these cookies’ fall harvest feel Apple Oatmeal Harvest Cookies

By Susie Iventosch

-

%

Apple Oatmeal Harvest Cookies

n several of my bike rides

lately, I’ve been tempted by
apples ... orchards loaded with
apples. Ripe apples of every color
adorn the trees from yellow to
red to green. We don’t have apple
trees in our yard, and I must say,
it was really difficult not to reach
out and grab a few to eat along the

Photo Susie lventosch

way. Alas, these were not my trees,
so I refrained. Still, it got my fall
cooking brain going and made me
think of how tasty it would be to
add some chopped apples to oat-
meal cookies. Once this plan was
set in motion, I could hardly wait
to get back to the kitchen to start
baking. This oatmeal cookie recipe

is one I’ve used for years, but have
never added apples to it before.
The cookies are soft and delicious
with the warm flavors of cardamom
and cinnamon spice, and the apple
chunks only add to that fall harvest
feeling.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found

on our website: www.
lamorindaweekly.com. If

you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie
please contact her by email or
call our office at

(925) 377-0977.

(Makes about 3 dozen)

INGREDIENTS

2 cubes butter (1 cup), softened to room temperature

1% cups light brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 large eggs

2 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking soda

1 teaspoon cardamom

1 teaspoon cinnamon

14 teaspoon salt

2 cups instant oats

1 apple, peeled and finely chopped (I used Honeycrisp)

2 cup currants

4 cup coarsely chopped walnuts

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 350 F. Generously spray or grease two baking sheets.
In a large bowl, cream together butter and brown sugar. Add va-
nilla and eggs and beat until well integrated. In a separate bowl, mix
together flour, baking soda, spices and salt. Stir into butter mixture
until blended. Add oatmeal, apples, currants and nuts and stir well.
Drop by large spoonful onto very well-greased baking sheets. Bake
for approximately 10 minutes, or until golden brown. Remove from
oven and allow to cool just a few minutes. Before cookies are com-
pletely cool, carefully separate cookies from tray with a metal spatula.
Allow to cool completely before removing from tray because these
cookies are very soft and can easily fall apart if not completely cooled

and set before moving.

Family Focus

Five things to avoid saying to your child

By Margie Ryerson, MFT
Parents start out in a vaulted po-

sition in the eyes of our chil-
dren. It is up to us to preserve this
position. Even if it seems that your
child doesn’t care what you say,
think or feel, he is paying attention
and caring.

Parental words and actions can
hurt even many years later. Often,
grown women and men become
tearful in my office while remem-
bering a parent’s hurtful comment
or seeming disregard. Sometimes a
parent will think saying something
hurtful isn’t a big problem as long
as there’s an eventual apology. But
the initial hurt a child experiences
can linger for a long time.

Here are some comments to
avoid saying to your child. Some
are highly critical, while others can
be a set-up for ongoing conflict.

1) “You’re stupid/lazy/mean/
selfish/a brat/inconsiderate.”

When you label your child,
usually in anger and frustration,
that term can resonate with him
or her for years. Even if you have
complimented your child 20 times
more often than you have criticized
her or him, your negative comment
will carry much more weight.

When you’re angry, take a few
breaths and think first what you
want to say. Remember to formu-
late “I” messages and to describe
the behavior you don’t like. This

usually takes some forethought.
There are more benign ways to get
your message across, such as: I
know it’s hard sometimes to share,
but Cassie would like a turn on the
scooter. Can you please give her a
turn in a few minutes? That would
be really nice.”

2) “Never” or “always”

Sweeping generalizations are
usually not accurate and can be
quite inflammatory. They are also
not fair since most behavior isn’t
so extreme. Parental statements
using “always” or “never” tend
to alienate children and cause re-
sistance and rebellion. Instead of
saying, “You never put away your
laundry,” it would be better to say,
“I wish you would put away your
laundry without my having to re-
mind you.”

No one wants to drop every-
thing immediately to do someone
else’s bidding. Instead of saying,
“I want you to set the table/clean
your room/empty the garbage/do
the dishes right now,” give your
child some latitude. It’s much bet-
ter to give some notice, such as,
“You have five minutes before it’s
time to put away your LEGOs.”
Or, “Please do the dishes as soon as
possible after dinner.” And be sure
to obtain an agreement. If you have
an agreement it is much easier to
remind your child to do something

he or she promised and avoid being
accused of nagging your child.

3) “Because I say so” or “Be-
cause I’m the parent/adult”

This kind of power play doesn’t
go over well, and usually generates
resentment if your child is over the
age of 3. It’s better to say that you
have reasons for your decision and
you’ll share some of them with
your child when he or she calms
down or after they cooperate.

It’s a delicate balance because
you don’t want to be in the posi-
tion of having to explain yourself
to your child before he or she acts
upon your request. This would be
placing yourself in a weak position
with your child; he or she would
then be the judge of whether or not
your request is fair or appropriate.

If you wait until your child has
complied, then you still maintain
control but you show you are willing
to share your reasoning so he or she
can be more a part of the process.

4) “If you don’t do what I’ve
asked, you’re grounded/you have
no cell phone for a month/ you’ve
lost all your privileges.”

Parental threats tend to elicit
anger and resistance, not coopera-
tion. Often they are made impul-
sively and contain unrealistic or
extreme measures. If you don’t
follow through with them, you are
exposed as a parent who doesn’t

mean what you say and you risk
losing your future credibility.

It’s better to have an agreement
about consequences ahead of time
for misbehavior, disrespectful com-
ments, or failure to perform chores.

Then you can say, “Unfortu-
nately, I’ll need to apply the con-
sequence we discussed if you don’t
apologize/ clean up your room by
the deadline.”

If you don’t already have an
agreement, you can take time to think
about what you want a consequence
to be. You don’t have to specify im-
mediately what action you will take.
You can say, “If you don’t do what I
ask, I’'m going to have to think of a
consequence for you.”

Reluctant discipline is best,
while threats are alienating.

5) Comparing him to his sib-
lings or to anyone else

Whether or not your intentions
are good, comparing your child to
someone else, even favorably, plac-
es you in a position of being judg-
mental. Just about everyone dis-
likes feeling judged by others, and
knowing we’re being judged makes
us self-conscious around those who
are doing the judging. After all, the
same person who complimented us
at the expense of someone else can
turn around at any point and com-
pare us unfavorably.

If parents want to promote

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a
marriage and family therapist

in Orinda and Walnut Creek.
Contact her at (925) 376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com. She is
the author of “Treat Your Partner
Like a Dog: How to Breed a Bet-
ter Relationship” and “Appetite
for Life: Inspiring Stories of Re-
covery from Anorexia, Bulimia,
and Compulsive Overeating.”

harmonious sibling relationships,
making comparisons sabotages this
effort. If they are compared unfa-
vorably, children grow to resent the
person they’re being compared to,
while a favorable comparison can
set up unhealthy rivalry among sib-
lings.

As I’ve written before in this
column, comparing ourselves to
others too much can lead to dis-
couragement and lowered self-
esteem. You will probably need to
help your child avoid doing this to
him or herself as it’s such a natural
tendency. Consequently, it’s even
more important not to add external
comparisons to those he or she may
already struggle with internally.

‘black odyssey’ back at Cal Shakes

By Sophie Braccini

“black odyssey” 2018 poster
Photo provided

Last year Cal Shakes created
a premier of Marcus Gard-
ley’s play, “black odyssey,” re-
set in Oakland. The epic story
of Ulysses Lincoln, on his long
journey home from the war in
Afghanistan, was an all-time suc-
cess both with the public and crit-
ics, winning the company numer-
ous awards. Cal Shakes opens the
adventure again, with a limited
edition this year, from Sept. 25
through Oct. 7 with several inno-

vative initiatives such as a “Pay
What You Can” performance on
Tuesday, Sept. 25.

Contemporary  playwright
Gardley wrote “black odyssey,” a
tale seeking the roots of the black
ethos in America, transcending
the race issue, reaching all of us,
independently of background,
wondering about redemption,
about our roots and about what it
means to be human.

The public did not miss the sig-
nificance of this story of wander-
ings and longing built on Homer’s
ancient Greek myth. The success
of “black odyssey” was record-
breaking at the Bruns Theater and
the production won a collective 16
Theatre Bay Area Award nomina-
tions, including nominations for
Outstanding Ensemble, Produc-
tion, and Direction.

Cal Shakes Artistic Director
and “black odyssey” director Eric
Ting said that he was thrilled to
bring Gardley’s enthralling jour-
ney back to the Bruns. “We’re
celebrating this homecoming in
a few special ways,” added Ting.
“Marcus was the recipient of our
annual Guiding Star award earlier
this year, and the city of Oakland
surprised him at the awards cer-
emony with the proclamation of
Marcus Gardley Day on the re-
opening of the production, Sept.
26,2018.”

The “Pay What You Can”
performance is a deliberate effort
to make theater performances
available to all, independent of
economic situation. Tickets for
the performance will be available
starting at 10 a.m. on the day of
the show through TodayTix and
the Cal Shakes Box Office at
(510) 548-9666.

Then on Sunday, Sept. 30, Cal
Shakes will host a Second Line
lesson and parade with “black od-
yssey” co-choreographer Latanya
D. Tigner for community partners
and audience members in con-
junction with the 4 p.m. perfor-
mance (lesson starts at 3:15 p.m.).
Second Line is one of the corner-
stones of the New Orleans parade
tradition, and is featured in “black
odyssey.” The afternoon will
feature a live New Orleans-style
band playing before and after the
show. The event is included in
that day’s ticket price.

This year’s cast incorporates
returning and new actors, such as
JD Mollison as Ulysses Lincoln,
and Tony Award winner Cleavant
Derrick as Great Grand Daddy
Deus.

Details and tickets are avail-
able at calshakes.org. Perfor-
mances are held at the Bruns
Amphitheater, 100 California
Shakespeare Theater Way, Orin-
da.

Cadets with a cause
Submitted by Charisse Stratford

Troop leader Charisse with Thea, Jordan, Natalie, Olivia, Maya, Sarah, Caro-
line (Cassie not present) at the May 10 Bronze Project award ceremony.

Girl Scout Troop 33134 began
their first year at Stanley Mid-
dle School on the heals of complet-
ing their Bronze Project and gradu-
ating to Cadets.

Troop 33134 showcased their
yearlong Bronze Project, “Save
the Oceans, Save the Earth,” at
the 2018 Lafayette Earth Day Fair.
Their goal was to bring attention to
one of the leading causes of dam-
age to our earth — water pollution.
Oxybenzone, a common ingredient
in many sunscreens, was highlight-

Photo Richard Lang

ed as one major pollutant causing
deformity and death to coral reefs.
Scientists say it only takes one drop
of oxybenzone in six-and-a-half
Olympic-size swimming pools’
worth of water to do serious harm,
according to outdoorindustry.org.
The recipe for DIY reef-friend-
ly sunscreen and samples were
handed out to over 100 attendees.
Coincidentally, the state of Ha-
wail banned sunscreens containing
Oxybenzone the same week this
troop received their Bronze Award.

In the article, “Local author’s debut novel ‘A River of Stars’” pub-
lished in the Sept. 5 issue of Lamorinda Weekly, the information about
Vanessa Hua’s parents’ move from China was incomplete. Her parents
were born in China, but met in Chicago in the 1960s, and then moved
to Orinda in 1975, the year Hua was born.
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season strong

By Jon Kingdon
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SMC sophomore goalie Maleah Milner

as the head coach of the Saint

Mary’s College women'’s soc-
cer team, Travis Clarke feels the
Gaels are beginning to turn the
corner in becoming a successful
team. Following a 7-11-1 season,
Saint Mary’s has begun the sea-
son by winning four of their seven
games.

Early in the season, the Gaels
went back to Vermont to compete
against the University of Vermont
and the University of Maine,
coming away with two victories.
Clarke saw many benefits for the
team in making such a long trip: “It
was a good opportunity for team
bonding and allowed us to play
teams with a different style of play.
Back East, they play a more physi-
cal and direct game. Vermont had
a left sided center kid that could hit
the ball 50 yards beyond our back
line. That is something we don’t
see out here. Not to mention that
Vermont was very beautiful.”

When Clarke was first hired in
2015, it was late in the recruiting
season and he lost out on a num-
ber of players. “At that point, there
were a number of recruits that
decommitted which left us with
a small recruiting class which is
one reason why we only have two
seniors on our roster this season,”
says Clarke. “Each year we have
worked hard to get impactful play-
ers for our team and it is now start-
ing to show.”

After beginning the season
with two losses, the Gaels have

In beginning his fourth season

Photo Tod Fierner
won four of their last five games.
Clarke has a special feeling for
this team: “Our team is very hard
working. We are more athletic
than we have been in the past. We
just have to figure out how to win
the close games. We are 2-2 in
overtime games and we could con-
ceivably be 6-1. We are a young
team with lots of freshmen and
sophomores that are still develop-
ing as the season goes on.”

One of the first aims for the
team this season was to replace
Hannah Diaz who graduated last
year to play professional soccer
and was by far the team’s leading
scorer last season.

The Gaels only averaged 0.89
goals per game last season, while
this season, the Gaels are averag-
ing 1.29 goals per game. “We have
to find a way to get the second goal
in our games,” Clarke says. It
just has to do with executing. We
have had the scoring opportunities
but we have to do better finishing
off plays and continue to generate
more chances to score. 1’d like us
to get up to at least 1.7 goals per
game.”

Two junior forwards, Jaylen
Crim and Jordyn Cunningham, are
both on a pace to exceed the num-
bers Diaz put up last season.

Crim who had two goals and
one assist last season already has
two goals and three assists after
only seven games this season.
“Jaylen is very athletic and has
the ability to get behind the oppos-
ing team’s defenses,” says Clarke.

“She was named the most valuable
player in TD Classic in Vermont
early this season.”

Crim attributes the improve-
ment to the entire team: “Our team
is better this year as a whole. A lot
of our players have stepped up this
year. We are doing a better job in
finding the open man and connect-
ing more passes this year. Idid a
lot of extra work on my own and
worked on developing new shots
and my overall game.”

Cunningham, who was the
sixth leading scorer last season
with one goal and one assist al-
ready has three goals and one as-
sist this season. Clarke appreci-
ates Cunningham skills: “Jordyn
has very good height and is very
technical. We got her used to turn-
ing and facing the goal this year
and she has been an effective scor-
er.”

Cunningham has been more
assertive on the field: “I am more
confident this year. My coaches
and teammates have been a great
help for me. Since we are such a
young team, all of the upper class-
men have been leaders.”

Defensively, Clarke’s goal is
to see his team only give up one
goal a game. Last season, the
team gave up an average of 1.79
goals per game. This year the
number is down to 1.57 goals per
game. Much of the credit goes to
sophomore goalie Maleah Milner,
who won the starting position late
last season. According to Clarke,
“Maleah only gave up two goals in
the spring. We have made some
mistakes all over the field that have
led to some goals that were not her
fault. We have only one bad game
against Fullerton (losing 5-1) we
have only given up six goals in
the other six games. Mahleah has
been very consistent. She is very
athletic and cerebral. She thinks
the game and has a high soccer I1Q.
Mabhleah is quick and nimble and
makes great reaction saves. She
can develop into an elite college
goalie.”

Milner who has not given up
a goal in her last two games has
been growing as a key player on
the team: “As a freshman last year,
I was more concerned with prov-
ing that I belonged. This year, I
am working on taking on more of a
leadership role. This year we have
a new mindset. We learn from a
game like the loss to Fullerton
and we move forward. The team
has bought into the vision Coach
Clarke has for the team.”

... continued on Page C3
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Lamorinda Weekly Girls Water Polo preview

By Jon Kingdon

Acalanes goalie Ava Donleavy

By any and all standards, the
2017 girls water polo sea-
son would have to be declared a
success for the Lamorinda teams,
both singly and as a whole.
Acalanes, Campolindo and Mira-
monte had a combined 69-11 re-
cord in the regular season and an
11-2 record in the playoffs, which
included a championship. Each
of the schools also had girls that
have gone on to play water polo
for the top schools in the nation,
both athletically and academical-
ly. Asthe 2018 season begins, op-
timism continues to reign supreme
in Lamorinda.

Coming off a championship,
undefeated season, Miramonte’s
girls water polo team only lost six
seniors to graduation. However,
when five of those seniors have
gone on to play Division 1 water

-
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polo in college, it can prove to be a
shock to the system. As satisfying
as winning a championship can
be, Lance Morrison, in his second
year as the Matadors head coach,
is not resting on his laurels: “Last
year is over and we’re not looking
back. We look at every year as a
new set of cards. We want to be
in the conversation. Each year we
look at what we need to change
and what we want to hold on to.”
Despite losing so many key
players to graduation, the cup-
board is far from bare for Mira-
monte. Returning on offense is
senior attacker Katie Lyons, who
led the team last year with 99
goals, was third on the team with
50 assists and also led the team
in steals, and is a key component
for the Matadors. Says Morrison:
“Katie has a strong competitive

e

Miramonte goalie Savannah Sherwood
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drive and is incredibly explosive
with a unique ability to score and
make plays.”

Complementing Lyons will be
junior center Sally Fellner and se-
nior utility Abby Fleming. Mor-
rison appreciates what each brings
to the pool: “Sally is a top center
and a very strong competitor who
has been dedicated to working on
her weakness and improving her
strengths. 1 have coached Abby
since her freshman year. She is
very skilled and is always ready to
attack when teams aren’t looking.
She has a big heart and cares a lot
about this team.”

Morrison is quick to point out
that it’s not individuals that make
a team successful and that no one
does anything by themselves but
in fact everyone has to work to-
gether as a unit.

On defense, senior goalie Sa-
vannah Sherwood, who only gave
up an average of 3.3 goals per
game last season, which included
five shutouts, leads the defense.
Says Morrison: “Savannah is a
top goalie in our area and beyond.
She has good size, stature and
athleticism. She is very long and
athletic along with good instincts
and intelligence and a real sense
of where the ball will be which
allows her to make big blocks.
Savannah is a very good passer
as well.” In front of Sherwood is
junior center defender Chloe Mor-
rison who “is hard to set against.”

With a 1-0 record so far this
season, Miramonte will be com-
peting in three tournaments — the
Sierra Shutout, The Woodcreek
Invitational and the Nor Cal Invi-
tational.

Morrison uses these tourna-
ments as indicators as to how good
of a team he has: “We need to play
all the top teams. One win against
a tough team like Monte Vista is
not enough to tell us where we
stand. After we’ve played ev-
eryone at least once, we’ll have a
much better idea of where we are
but, at this point, we need a few
more games to know.”

Over the last five seasons,
Miramonte has established them-
selves as a consistent powerhouse
amassing a record of 112 and 26,
demonstrating their ability to con-
sistently play at a high level. Says
Morrison: “We may have a bulls-
eye on us as defending champions
but I believe that it is because we
are consistently a top program that

o Classified
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teams want to beat every year. We
will compete at the highest level
of play regardless of who we play.
That’s the culture we want. We
want to look past what we can’t
control and find a way to com-
pete.”

Campolindo made it to the
third round of last year’s playoffs,
losing to the ultimate winner of
the tournament, Miramonte.

Head coach Kim Everist has
approached this season with a
new attitude: “Our concept is aim-
ing for more. We don’t want to
get too focused on the wins and
losses. Our philosophy is to have
a mindset on things that we can
control. It’s about striving for
more and trusting each other.”

Despite the graduation of three
seniors that have gone on to play
Division 1 college water polo,
Everist speaks highly of her cur-
rent roster: “We have a good se-
nior group with a number that may
go on to play at the next level as
well. I’'m really stoked. The girls
are really determined to take care
of the game. They are dialed in
to the little details. They always
show up and are ready to go.”

This year’s captains are se-
niors Christina Crum, a center de-
fender and Zoe Crouch, a perim-
eter player who led off the season
scoring six goals in the opening
victory against Sacred Heart Prep.
Everist appreciates the role and
effort that they and the seniors are
providing: “Our players are buy-
ing into accountability and the se-
niors are leading them and helping
me keep the players in line.”

Other key players on offense
are two juniors, attacker Nina
Munson and perimeter Lola Cir-
uli. Sophomore Tallulah Clancy
has also been a force as an at-
tacker. Everist also singled out
senior Jessica Henningsen who
was a substitute last year but “this
year she has been playing gang-
busters.”

Senior Cam Sutter is returning
as the team’s goalie and is being
backed up by another senior Kath-
erine Hawkins. Everist has come
to rely on assistant coach Joe Born
to specialize on the defense. Born,
who played at Miramonte and the
University of California, has also
coached for the Lamorinda Water
Polo Club Team.

Everist appreciates the early
success of the Cougars who have
won four of their first five games
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but keeps her priorities straight: “I
want them to have fun. I enjoy the
kids and want them to enjoy the
game.”

With a 21-5 record last season
and a triple overtime loss in the
third round of the playoffs to tour-
nament runner up, Monte Vista,
Acalanes head coach Mischa Bu-
chel has approached this season
with great optimism despite losing
Bella Wentzel and Lauren Etnyre
to the college ranks.

Beginning the season with six
consecutive wins has done noth-
ing to dampen Buchel’s enthusi-
asm: “We have a number of play-
ers that played a lot last season
and returned this year.”

In their six games, the Dons
have only given up a little more
than three goals per game which
does not surprise Buchel: “Our
defense is excellent. It is defi-
nitely going to be our strong suit
this year and should only get bet-
ter when junior Brooke Westphal,
who does a little bit of everything
for us, fully recovers from a con-
cussion she suffered at the Junior
Olympics this summer.”

Junior Jewel Roemer, who
played for the Women’s Youth Na-
tional Team in Serbia this summer
and who is only in her second year
playing for Acalanes, has proven
to be a real force for the Dons, says
Buchel. “Jewel has been incred-
ible on both offense and defense.
She has tons of steals and blow
up plays. She has a great ability
to read the play even before the
offense players knows what they
want to do. On offense she has
a real knack to get the ball to the
right players.”

The goalie position is in the
very capable hands of sophomore
Ava Donleavy for which Buchel
finds great comfort: “As a fresh-
man Ava was spectacular and has
improved from there. She is a vo-
cal presence back there and is a
natural at directing traffic which is
very helpful for the defense.”

Leading the offense is senior
center Lexi Rowell, who is the key
to the Dons’ offense, says Buchel:
“No one has been able to guard
Lexi one-on-one. She gets a lot
of space and is able to draw a lot
of exclusions (when the opposing
player is forced to leave the pool
for 20 seconds). Our half court
sets have been very good so far
this season.”

... continued on Page C3
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Wild Oak Education M
offering Forest 1,'1,"i LI
Kindergarten and OAK

Homeschool Enrichment
Classes. Located in Lafayette
near beautiful Briones. Call
(925) 255-5078 for a tour.

Music Lessons

Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

( forkent [l Firewood forsale " Construction |

640 sq. ft. storage space in
Walnut Creek on Mt Diablo Blvd.
Respond. 925 357 0243
Email. vriggio@astound.net

Almond Firewood- Seasoned
$320/ cord; $180 / half-cord
FREE Delivery; 209-883-0750

| House Cleaning |

B  www.totalclean.biz

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

==+ Ken’s Rototilling
= «4W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing -« Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL
Please call Carlos Toledo
| 925-872-0422

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc, Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2” classified ad height Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com
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Moraga Baseball Pinto Champion Phillies

Submitted by Charles Murrin

he Phillies won the Moraga

Baseball Association Pinto
Championship (7- and 8-year-olds)
by sweeping a double header from
the Pirates on June 3 at the Saint
Mary’s College softball diamond.
The Phillies faced elimination in
the first game, down 14-10 enter-
ing the bottom of the last inning
but promptly rallied for five runs to
claim the victory, 15-14. The Phil-

lies won the championship with a
wire to wire 14-8 win in the night
cap. The Championship capped a
terrific season by the Phillies who
went 14-3 on the year and placed
five players on the league All Star
team. The Phillies were led by
Oliver Murrin, Jude Waide, Hud-
son Ortland, Kian Malekafzali and
Riley O’Toole and received strong
contributions from Jake Pinedo,

Pht rovided

Brody Chapman, Henry Golin-
veaux, Cohen Pearse, Ethan Meyer
and Baron Conrad in a great team
performance. The Pirates also
ended a fine season, having hand-
ed the Phillies two of their three
losses. The Phillies were coached
by Charley Murrin and Jon Waide.
The Pirates were led by coaches
Brian Shaffer, Brian Sullivan and
Chad Hamilton.
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Miramonte Gregory Austin
selected for Goodwill Series

Submitted by Bob Williams

hile attending a Stanford

Baseball camp in July, Mi-
ramonte junior Greg Austin, Mata-
dor pitcher, was selected to play
baseball for the American team
in the upcoming Goodwill Series,
which will take place this coming
December in Australia and New
Zealand. Greg will play on a team
made up of high school players
who were selected from across the
country.

This is the 25th year headed to
the land “down under.” The jour-
ney helps prepare players for a
future career as a baseball player,
either at the collegiate or profes-
sional levels, as they need to be
in top physical and mental condi-
tion in order to compete every day.
The State Team Australian baseball

players are
the best in |
their coun-
try. Many |
are  pro- [
fessional
players &%
and Olym- f°°
pic team F&
players. o
Stay-

ing with
host fami-

lies not only prepares players for
their future host family endeavors
during collegiate summer leagues
and minor league baseball seasons,
but it also allows them to appreci-
ate a new and exciting culture, dif-
ferent customs, cuisine, and com-
munication as well.

Photo provided

A magical win for the 06 boys

Submitted by Angela White

Standing, from left: Ace Reeder, Kai Lucas, Andrew Lara Ramirez, Mack Fisher,
Tiko Moodie, Kadin True, Faisal Shaghasi, John Tuggle, Aiden Rascher, Noah
Rabinovitz, coach David Landeros; kneeling: Harlem Clemons, Paulo Trento,
Pepukai Allard-Chigamba, Ryan Rho-Baity, Niko White, Khalil Rashad, Cyrus

Rowley; not pictured: Drew DeFrancisci and James Jenkins.

Photo provided

he Ul3 Magic Boys took

first place in the San Fran-
cisco Golden Gate International
Tournament Labor Day week-
end. They won four out of four
games and defeated Total Futbol
Academy from Pasadena 2-1 in
the Championship game. The
boys came out strong and out-
scored their opponents 27 to 4
throughout the weekend. They
displayed stellar offensive and
defensive skills, which led them
to their victory. They have had a
very successful summer winning
the last two tournaments.

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)

Campolindo senior Teddy
Buckley takes Ed Sias
Invitational title

Submitted by Eric Yabu

Campolindo senior
cross-country — run-
ner Teddy Buckley won
the Varsity Small Schools
race Sept. 8 at the Ed Sias
Invitational at Hidden
Valley Park in Martinez.
He covered the hilly two-
mile course in 10:18, the
second fastest in school
history. His 11-second
victory led his team to a
second-place finish in a
field of 18 teams and 130
runners.

Photo Jim Woidat

Girls Water Polo preview

... continued from Page C2

This year’s captains are Row-
ell, Alex Fellner and Kylie Walker
and have proven very helpful to
Buchel. “They are all doing a good
job being the leaders on the team.
They are very encouraging to their
teammates.”

What is new for all of the teams
is how close the referees are call-
ing fouls this year. The powers
that be feel that the game has got-
ten too physical so the officials
will be calling more kickout fouls
which is going to provide more
power play opportunities for the
teams, says Buchel. “Instead of
5-10 power plays, we may see 12-

15 power plays in some games. In
that we were only 1-9 in power
plays against Carondolet earlier
this season, this is an area that we
will spend more time on.”

With so many returning play-
ers this year, it has facilitated
the process for Buchel: “Though
we’re not senior heavy, a lot of last
year’s sophomores have stepped
up. We’ve been able to jump into
things sooner. We have a clear
sense of each other and where we
wanted our players to line up. We
feel that if we are going to do it and
be successful, this is our year.”

Saint Mary’s soccer

... continued from Page C1

Clarke has a leadership group
of five players: Crim, Kelsey
Hill, Annyssa Dominguez, Anna
Parker and Jasmine Edwards.
Each of the players has an area
of responsibility, according to
Clarke. “Kelsey is so competi-
tive that she handles the on-the-
field issues, seniors Dominguez
and Edwards deal with the day-
to-day stuff and all captain-re-
lated issues, Parker is in charge
of the locker room and meeting
with individual players and Crim
handles off the field community
service projects.”

Four of the 10 freshmen have

seen significant playing time —
defender Haley Prentice, forward
Kaytlin Brinkman, midfielder
Cady Hittenmiller and defender/
midfielder Amaya Tomlinson.
It is not an easy adjustment for
freshmen to step onto a college
varsity, Clarke says. “There is a
big adjustment for the players to
compete on this level. They are
competing against players that at
this point have more size, power
and speed. As our freshmen con-
tinue to mature and put in the
work in the weight room, they
will certainly be able to compete
on a far more level plane.

“This team will continue to
learn, grow and develop as the
season progresses,” concludes
Clarke. “At this point, win, lose
or tie, our goal is to get 2 to 5
percent better each game in every
area of the game. The coaches
use their video editing equipment
to break down every play and the
players wear heart rate monitors
in both practice and in games.
The bottom line is that we want
to compete for championships
and as our players get more ex-
perience, we expect that to hap-
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LMYA
BASKETBALL
REGISTRATION
OPEN NOW?

1st-8th Grade +Boys & Girls + All Levels Welcome

—COME PLAY WITH US!

<

e @9Y

www.lmyasports.com
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SHOP MORAGA

C\AP‘MBER o

M(ORAGA
& EDUCATION
FOUNDAYTION
Present the

GOLF TOURNAMENT

L&# Monday October 22nd, 2018
Supporting Our Schools

- Participate
* Become a Sponsor =
- Sponsor a Hole

For More Information
Visit moragachamber.com

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

>F

&l‘ 2 Trees & Shrubs

S Flowers & Vegetables
1 Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

477 WHERALLA BIF TANEE F
P33 A Y-D0e
e Sdpad 4

e dia
< TREW QIsacy

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

L J
Moraga small businesses.

(925) 388-1040
www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

Rﬁeem Valley

Pet S hoppe

Pet Food & Supplies

Rheem Valley Center 386 Park Street Moraga (925) 376-86399
Sunday 11a.m.to5 p.m.

Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Studio E

Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes. Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com |
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga

(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on ﬁ@‘“

Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center =,

Professional Automotive \?\ ﬂf‘ﬂg{lf
Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small

J
Business of the Year 530 Moraga Rd. ¢ 925-376-0692

WW w.moragamotors.com

Hair by Renee

Men & Women’s Hair Cut

Special $30°

Regularly $45

Call to book now: 925-376-966 |
910 Country Club Drive, Moraga

*New clients only

THE
MORAGA
BARBER SHOP

Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-7,
Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday

Hours:

925-247-1101 - 1431 Moraga Way

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

Complete Auto Repair
State of California
Brake, Lamp &

OFFICIAL

Smog Station | °;....

(Rheem center-across from
the Post Office)

ADJUSTING
STATION

W STAR Cartifiad

OFFICIAL
LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

The UPS Store s

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005

v~ Shipping v Postal Services

v" Copying, Finishing Business Services
v/ Printing Services v Live Scan

v’ Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

E | B
PROFESSIONAL EYECARE F P
o P T o M E T R Y
Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. T O Z

¢ Comprehensive Vision Testing LPFED
¢ Eye Disease Diagnosis

e Specialty Contact Lens Care

¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A

Moraga - (925)376-2020

VKL aulous’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors
professional staff, residentcentered care
private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

Bayﬁrea home
cempanions

in-home care services

ﬂffmdab Gompatewt Warm & @ompasstomate Adult Care

¢ Personal Care e Light Housekeeping
¢ Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moraga’s Premier Salon

? . " Lip Wax w/
[ s Brow Wax :
*new clients only i

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Mora,
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Ccntc%a

HAIR STYLIST

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076

T9WN OF MORAGA

FESTIVAL

20 YEARS

Watch for Love Lafayette Oct. 3

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Make your home an autumn oasis

By Amanda Eck

L

Photo provided

blankets, comfort food, and lazy rainy Sundays (hoping to see some much
needed rain this fall). Even though our family schedule seems to pick up
during the autumn months — basketball practice, after school activities, etc. —
we try to take time in the evenings to slow down. We even have an 8 p.m. no
electronics rule when school starts (that includes Mom and Dad). This helps

Ilove when the sun starts to set alittle earlier and my thoughts turn to warm

us as a family focus on spending time reading, playing board games, or sneak-
ingin a cup of hot cocoa before bed. I truly enjoy making our home cozy and
inviting so we can be reminded to take time and enjoy one another during the
autumn season and rest up before the crazies of the holidays hit.

Here are five of my favorite ways to summon autumn’s splendor:

1) Fall Foliage: Once the trees start to turn to shades of orange and red I
love to trim a few branches and bring them in. Now here in the Bay Area that
might not happen until November, so I do have a few faux branches on hand
I use in September and October. Local craft stores like Hobby Lobby or Mi-
chael’s are great places to shop for faux branches. Try to look for stems that are
realistic and avoid fake flowers. Instead, look for branches with leaves, seed
pods, or small acorns on them. And of course once the leaves start to change
grab your clippers and head outside.

2) Candles: If you asked my husband he would tell you I am a candle
hoarder. Ilove candles. I especially love yummy fall scented candles. Pump-
kin spice, cinnamon, and anything that smells like coffee! I also keep a stash
of unscented candles. They make great accents for dinner parties or scattered
through out the house to bring in a warm glow as the sun starts to set. If had
my way, our home would only be lit by candles when the sun sets — no lamps
for me!

3) Fresh gourds and mini pumpkins: [ was at Safeway last week and
they already had their mini pumpkins out, so grab them while you can. Place
mini gourds and pumpkins on the entry table or on your coffee table gathered
in abowl. If orange is not your color, try using the white mini-boo pumpkins;
they coordinate with any décor from contemporary to farmhouse. And don’t
forget your front porch; large pumpkins are not just for Halloween anymore.

4) Fuzzy throws: 1love to bring out the blankets when the temps begin
to dip in the evenings. Pottery Barn has some beautiful cashmere blankets in

warm autumn colors. ... continued on Page D4
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LUXURY.

IF 1 HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

VLATKA BATHGATE | GaiieRs

MING

bt AT

Price upon
Request

OLD REPRESENTED SELLER

¥

il

24 Camino Sobrante, Orinda

i

| Poco Paseo, Orinda  1980/82 Oak Grove Rd,WC

VLATKA CAN HELPYOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Last reported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE 9 $795,000 $2,900,000
MORAGA 3 $730,000 $1,328,000
ORINDA 13 $520,000 $3,456,500

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYEITE

8 Foothill Park Terrace, $1,325,000, 4 Bdrms, 2902 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 8-22-18;
Previous Sale: $765,000, 07-23-10

105 James Place, $1,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1981 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 8-15-18;
Previous Sale: $1,365,000, 05-22-12

797 Moraga Road, $1,845,000, 3 Bdrms, 2748 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-15-18;
Previous Sale: $170,000, 12-20-01

3279 Mt. Diablo Court #10, $795,000, 3 Bdrms, 1731 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 8-16-18;
Previous Sale: $400,000, 10-20-00

1009 Pine Lane, $2,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 4829 SqFt, 2003 YrBlt, 8-22-18;
Previous Sale: $2,100,000, 08-18-11

4033 Tilden Lane, $1,740,000, 4 Bdrms, 3012 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 8-20-18;
Previous Sale: $1,700,000, 12-15-16

3275 Vals Lane, $1,795,000, 3 Bdrms, 2656 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 8-22-18;
Previous Sale: $1,176,000, 07-14-11

1013 Windsor Drive, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1756 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 8-16-18

1003 Woodbury Road #103, $1,200,000, 2 Bdrms, 1638 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 8-17-18;
Previous Sale: $1,220,000, 08-04-16

MORAGA

1913 Ascot Drive, $821,000, 2 Bdrms, 1379 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-22-18;
Previous Sale: $810,000, 03-20-18

2028 Ascot Drive, $730,000, 3 Bdrms, 1660 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 8-17-18;
Previous Sale: $500,000, 08-27-04

33 Thorndale Place, $1,328,000, 4 Bdrms, 2171 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 8-14-18

ORINDA

67 Brookwood Road #11, $520,000, 2 Bdrms, 897 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 8-17-18;
Previous Sale: $38,000, 02-09-76

1 Daisy Lane, $1,365,000, 4 Bdrms, 1988 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-21-18;
Previous Sale: $561,000, 08-13-99

11 Daisy Lane, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 3354 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 8-15-18;
Previous Sale: $1,150,100, 11-19-14

88 Davis Road, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2489 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 8-23-18;
Previous Sale: $760,000, 04-16-04

33 Don Gabriel Way, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 8-16-18;
Previous Sale: $950,000, 12-06-05

188 Ivy Drive, $1,820,000, S Bdrms, 2649 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 8-22-18;
Previous Sale: $900,000, 08-23-04

53 La Espiral, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 1688 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 8-22-18;
Previous Sale: $785,000, 07-27-09

86 Meadow View Road, $2,050,000, 5 Bdrms, 3248 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 8-16-18;
Previous Sale: $675,000, 11-15-96

491 Moraga Way, $760,000, 3 Bdrms, 1832 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 8-23-18

9 Rich Acres Road, $1,630,000, 4 Bdrms, 2642 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 8-22-18;
Previous Sale: $100,000, 04-28-86

204 The Knoll, $965,000, 2 Bdrms, 2116 SqFt, 1974 YrBIt, 8-17-18

19 Valley View Road, $3,456,500, S Bdrms, 4375 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 8-16-18;
Previous Sale: $3,220,000, 04-01-13

28 Via Callados, $1,665,000, 4 Bdrms, 3288 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 8-14-18;
Previous Sale: $1,425,000, 07-31-15
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

LAMORINDA WALNUT CREEK DANVILLE BRENTWOOD
DRE#01882902 999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100 100 RAILROAD AVE., #A 60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B Chlistinetine (//j,’//(,/,//.(,,),
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 DANVILLE, CA 94523 BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
WWW.DUDUM.COM 0:925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411 0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001 0:925.800.3510 F: 925.800.3520 0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001
- - | I - . N - - P I m |
ADAM HAMALIAN 16 TREETOP TERRACE CT., ALAMO  CALL AGENT 2494 DIABLO RANCH PLACE, DANVILLE $2,499,887 4016 LOS ARABIS DR., LAFAYETTE $2,595,000 BRYAN HURLBUT

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

e 1 e JANE SMITH
ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES 925.360.8662 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

33 CHAPEL DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,675,000 CENTRAL LAFAYETTE $1,500,000

714 HIGHLAND RD., LAFAYETTE $1,549,000

—

OFF-MARKET 925.998.1914
\h

OPPORTUNITY! DRE# 01476506
JOHN FONDNAZIO

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JANET POWELL

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851 RACHEL DREYER 415.990.1672 CHRISTINA LINEZO 415.425.3085

14 RAVENHILL LANE, MORAGA $1,425,000 161 CRAGMONT DRIVE, W.C. $879,000 315 CONSTANCE PLACE, MORAGA $1,625,000

925.876.2399

DRE# 01973545

JOY WIEHN

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500 HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500 DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP 925.284.1400

415.377.1884 642 WIMBLEDON DRIVE, W.C. $1,500,000 1216 CAMBRIDGE DR., LAFAYETTE $2,450,000

DRE# 02047712

1009 PINE LANE, LAFAYETTE $2 900 000 925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR MARY PISCITELLI

25.285.1 925.765.9095
& D"ZE# ?3785909 2 LISA TICHENOR 925.285.1093 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851 DRE# 01426129

MATT McLEOD RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

925.464.6500 415.990. 1672 925.212.7617 925.360.8662 925.915.0851 415.999.6116

DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01994561 DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01907345 DRE# 01970768 DRE# 01376796
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Make your home an autumn oasis

... continued from Page D1
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For aless expensive option HomeGoods carries an array of blankets this time of year. Throw one
over the sofa, on your favorite chair, or at the foot of your bed. There is nothing more comforting
than a fuzzy throw on a chilly afternoon.

5) Bake something: And last but not least — bake something yummy! Even if baking is
not your thing, head to Trader Joe’s and pick up a box of pumpkin bread. No one will ever know.
Those who know me, know I don’t enjoy cooking or baking, but for some reason when fall arrives
I make an exception. All things pumpkin for this girl. I even add some organic canned pumpkin
to my morning smoothie. If youre not into sweets, then pull out the Crockpot and try some new
fall soup recipes. Pinterest is a great resource for Crockpot ideas.

I hope you enjoy my easy autumn tips and I wish you a wonderful, cozy week!

As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-based r
Amanda Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your home's
interior should be both approachable and well- appointed.
She often asserts, "Beauty is a necessity."

With a distinct sense of style that mixes contemporary
and classic design she fashions spaces that are both elegant
and inviting. Her design aesthetic is inspired by anything
visual but especially fashion, architecture and art.

Visit http://amandacarolinteriors.com for more

design ideas.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, Sept. 19,2018

Amanda’s Comfort Soup

(this can be made in the Crockpot or on the stove)

INGREDIENTS

2 cups of chopped celery

2-3 cups of chopped carrots

3-4 cloves of garlic (I use Trader Joe’s frozen garlic)

4 cups of chicken or vegetable broth

2 cans of diced tomatoes

1 can of white beans

Chopped spinach or kale (optional)

Seasonings: sea salt, garlic powder, onion powder, Italian or any
herb seasoning

1 package of cheese tortellini (in the refrigerated or frozen section)

DIRECTIONS

Sautee celery, carrots and garlic in olive oil until soft. Add all the
other ingredients except tortellini (this will be added S-10 min-
utes before serving). Bring to a boil then reduce heat to medium
low for 30 minutes to 1 hour or set Crockpot for 4-5 hours on
high.

Enjoy!
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432 MINER ROAD, ORINDA| 3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHS | 2193 sQ. F1. | .54 Acre | $1,175,000
A Home Full of Charm and Character Both Inside and Out on a Private Parcel yet oh so Convenient

63 VIA FLOREADO, ORINDA | 4 BEDROOMS | 2 .5BATHS | | 3183 sQ. Fr. | .55 ACRE | $1,850,000
Set on a Knoll Where Space, Convenience and Serenity Can Be Found (Views too!)

~—CLARKTHOMPSON—" B3 UXURY

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES \/|

CALBRE# 00903367

lage

ct@clarkthompson.com | www.clarkthompson.com ASSOCIATES

Office: 925-254-8585 | Cell: 925-998-7898




SANCTUARY ON CHARLES HILL

3 Charles Hill Place, Orinda
+3157 Sqft, 4 beds + office,
3.5 bath, .47 acres | $1,495,000

T e

MIRAMONTE GARDENS

30 Miramonte Dr., Moraga
+1152 Sqft, 2 beds,
1.5 bath | $649,000

Ylorious and grand
ON ORCHARD IN GLORIETTA

32 Orchard Road, Orinda
2862 Sq Ft., 4 Beds, 3.5 Baths. .23 acres,
2 car garage | $1,995,000

GLORIETTA
Charnmer with views

Coming in October!

FINDING THE Aight FIT

Emily Estrada . . . Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates AMYROSESMITH Village Associates

925.708.8116

925.212.3897

emily@amyrosesmith.com . amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com \/| | |a ge www.amyrosesmith.com
, :. CalBRE# 01942438 CalBRE: #01855959

ASSOCIATES




COLDWELL BANKER ORINDA [s]
GLOBAL CONNECTIONS - ™~

A l

MELANIE SNOW LAURA ABRAMS VLATKA BATHGATE MICHELLE HOLCENBERG SHELLIE KIRBY YAN HEIM
CalRE #00878893 CalRE #01272382 CalRE #01390784 CalRE #01373412 CalRE #01251227 CalRE #01965925

YCAFORD LINDA VAN DRENT CATHY SCHULTHEIS SUSAN SCHLICHER DANA REEDY TOM SAK
CalRE #01327015 CalRE #01051129 CalRE #01005765 CalRE #01395579 CalRE #01880723 CalRE #01501769

’
"ﬁ.
PATTI CAMRAS FRANK WOODWARD JIM ELLIS ANA ZIMMANK MAUREEN WILBUR COOKIE JAVINSKY
CalRE #01156248 CalRE #01335916 CalRE #00587326 CalRE #00469962 CalRE #01268536 CalRE #00598341

i o L’ 5

LANA FITZPATRICK CHAD MORRISON ALI BABINGTON CHRISTINA MCCORMICK JEFF GILLETT

CalRE #01805218 CalRE #01905614 CalRE #01984317 CalRE #02042358 Manager, Orinda Office
CalRE #01158597

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Orinda 925.253.4600 | 5 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Co\oweH Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the
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PREMIER
KITCHENS

Though we specialize in kitchens,

our team is able to tfackle any room
you need with custom and quality
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitchens.net
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219 PASEO DEL RIO, MORAGA

Spacious and well-maintained by the original owner, this 4 bedroom 2.5
bathroom single-story home in Campolindo has a charming courtyard entry,
a remodeled gourmet kitchen with granite countertops, a family room with
a brick fireplace, a formal dining room and a living room with vaulted open
beam ceiling and a stone fireplace. Other amenities include dual-pane
windows and doors, numerous skylights, recessed lights, hardwood floors,
pull-down stairs to attic storage, newer central heating and A/C and a 2-car
attached garage. The beautiful flat rear yard is completely fenced and has
lawns, aggregate and brick patios, a fire pit, a sport court and a sparkling
pool and spa. Close to Campolindo High School, Cabana Club Swimming
Pool and Lafayette Reservoir rim trail via a path at the end of the street.

219PaseoDelRio.com | Listed at $1,475,000

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925 998 9501 PACIFIC
vvarni@ nion.com ]
ratatoand?';]tctlj).chco U N TD N

License # 00900621 | 01361537 INTERRATIONAL
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ultiple
4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 2,270 Sq Ft

Looking to make
your next move?
We are here to

guide you home.

Contact us for more information. = £ LR
Just Listed: 713 Wee Donegal
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,284 Sq Ft | $1,050,000

713WeeDonegal.com

The Paddy Kehoe Team

PADDY KEHOE TEAM

Paddy Kehoe
925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Claudia Gohler

925.765.8081
claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498

Dave Schurhoff
9259979569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE 01834201

Mary Staten
925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Compoass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without
notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This s not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



SHIFT IN THE MARKET

Starting in late Spring and continuing through
the Summer we have seen signs of the market
beginning to soften for certain properties in
Lamorinda. We thought it would be useful to share
our observations on this new trend and what buyers
are prioritizing in today’s market. This is particularly
useful information if you are considering selling
your home in the near future.

The predominate trend is that buyers are
willing to pay a premium for homes that were just
completely remodeled or new construction. Most
buyers moving into Lamorinda are two income
earners or work tons to be able to afford to buy.
The idea of remodeling seems time consuming and
daunting and buyers today value time more than
ever.

Along the same lines buyers are picking
convenience and are increasingly less concerned
about picking the “right” neighborhood. They
want easy access to transportation, shopping and
restaurants and are extremely commute conscience.

Flat yard space remains consistently important.
For many buyers the yard does not have to be huge,
but it must feel usable. Despite how environmentally
unfriendly grass can be, especially in drought years,
buyers still want grass and an area that they can see
their kids, dog or friends recreating outdoors.

Location is impossible to alter and yard space
is hard to change (although often there are creative
ways to make your yard more user friendly). Also,
remodeling may not be an option or something
that sellers want to take on given the expense and
inconvenience of a large remodel project. As the
market changes it is important to understand that
after eight years of market growth we are possibly
shifting towards a buyer’s market unless a property
checks every box in terms of location, yard space
and updates. See the Market
Update section of our
website for further details
and market insights.

For a more
comprehensive discussion
see the Market Update
section of our website at
MartinHomesTeam.com.

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817 @
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com

Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

COMPASS

MARTIN

HOMES
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Splish splash
By Cynthia Brian
“Happiness is a day by the pool.”
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The gazebo anchors the pool in this pretty backyard.

creek behind our house or in the big round

cattle troughs in the hills. Growing up on the
ranch both locations offered a cool respite from
the heat of the day, however it was the makeshift
pool at the end of the September grape harvest
when my dad would wash out the gigantic tanks
used to haul the grapes to the winery that gave us
the most joy. We'd fill the bins with well water and
we'd have an instant deep swimming pool, albeit
with the strong scent of fermentation. Splashing
around in pink water was grand amusement!

By the time I was a freshman in high school,
our parents decided it was time for a real pool.
Since we lived in the boondocks, 12 miles from
the nearest town, they knew that if we had a pool,

Ican’t rememberifI first learned to swim in the
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Photos Cynthia Brian

all of our friends would hang out at our house and
my parents could keep a watchful eye on their five
children. My dad got on the Caterpillar tractor,
dug a big hole, and built us a pool. True to our
parents’ expectations, the pool was an instant hit,
complete with a plethora of screaming teens play-
ing Marco Polo.

My Mom went to work landscaping around
the pool, creating lounging areas, installing um-
brellas, adding two brick circles with wrought
iron patio tables and chairs, and of course, plenty
of containers of flowers. Today that original pool
is still the focal point of our ranch entertainment
where we gather for swimming, barbecues, bon-
fires and family fun.

... continued on Page D12



Whether helping first-time home buyers & move-up
buyers or downsizing empty nesters & seniors, | want
my clients to live well at every stage of their lives. I'll
do whatever it takes to help
them enjoy a seamless transition
from one of life’s passages to the

next. This is my promise. REZP\L ESTATE

THE

REALTOR®

CalBRE# 01156248

925-899-9282

patti.camras adcamoves.com
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

A ALALA patticaml’as.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An

Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real

estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

MATTHEW MoLEUD

Matt Knows
MORAGA

14 Ravenhill Lane, Moraga * $1,425,000
4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2,270 sf, .46 acre lot
On a private lane in one of Moraga’s most popular neighborhoods
sits this exquisite single-level ranch home with breathtaking views!
www.14Ravenhill.com

REPRESENTED HAPPY BUYERS!
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5 Paseo Linares, Moraga * $2,245,000
5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms, 4,188 sf, 1.53 acre lot
Located in the heart of Moraga on a small cul-de-sac, this
magnificent custom built home met all the buyer’s needs.

Matt McLeod, Realtor®

925.464.6500 » matt@dudum.com
DRE 01310057

—
DUDUM

REAL ESTATE GROUP

DRE#01882902
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Splish splash

... continued from Page D10
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A long, shallow pool perfect for floating.

925-377-0977 Wednesday, Sept. 19,2018

The next best thing to an ocean, lake or river view is a
pool in the backyard offering a bucolic vista with the sensi-
bility of nature. A swimming pool has the ability to anchor a
landscape. Learning to swim is a necessary life skill and the
exercise of swimming is one of the best full body workouts.
Much research has been done on the calming effects that be-
ing around water has on humans. Stress levels are lowered
by designs with both green and blue spaces: the green being
plants and trees and the blue are water features.

I am a water baby and a nature girl with an urgent need
to be surrounded by both. Whether you want to incorporate
a pool that resembles a natural lake or a lap pool for stren-
uous swimming, having a private pool will offer you, your
family, and friends years of enjoyment while enhancing the
beauty of your garden. Children and teens not only get play-
ful exercise but the pool will become a hub of activity with
birthday parties and other celebrations. And, you'll know
where they are and with whom!

In the recent article “Poolside Living” by Cathy Daus-
man (https://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/is-
suel214/Poolside-living.html) suggestions for installation
were chronicled. Make sure to add solar to your budget for
both the economic and environmental benefits. If you've
been pondering the idea of adding a big splash of water to
your landscape, this is the month to take the plunge in order
to be ready for the next summer season.

Although I savor the memories, I doubt I'll ever swim in
a cattle trough or grape tank again, but I will always be ready
to dip into a cool pool.

Splish, splash we are taking a bath! Even these geese love private pools!
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Lap pool, flanked by lawn, with an ethereal arbor at one end.

Trees cast striking shadows on this tranquil pool and spa.

PageD13

Get Out & Stay Out!

Let Garden Lights Landscape Development give you good reasonto “Get Out and Stay Out” this summer.

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

Bay A
(N grelarfrea

) Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445




Page: D14 ~ LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES www.lamorindaweekly.com 925-377-0977 Wednesday, Sept. 19,2018

Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Gardening Guide

'WATER lawns and perennials deeply and thoroughly. September
is notoriously hot and it’s essential to keep an eye on your plants. If
they are drooping, they are thirsty.

IRRIGATE succulents, cactus, and native specimens sparingly as
their water requirements are minimal.

HYDRATE yourself constantly. Don’t garden in the heat of the day
as you could get dangerously dehydrated. Toil in the morning and
the evening.

CUT back hollyhocks to the ground once they have finished
flowering. Save the seedpods to share with friends. Within a few
weeks, you'll see new green growth as the hollyhocks will continue
to thrive.

PRUNE fruit trees after harvesting.

STAKE any smaller trees that may break in winter winds.
CONTINUE deadheading roses and flowering perennials to pro-
long the blooms until winter.

DONATE to Operation Fire Disaster Relief to help in California’s
recovery. www.BetheStarYouAre.org

RAKE leaves as they fall and put them in the compost bin. If you
can shred the leaves, they will compost quicker.

KEEP mulch away from trunks of trees and around shrubbery.
BEGIN preparations to renew lawns. October is the month to
reseed or install a new lawn. Research what type of grass you want
to install. I'm a fan of Pearl’s Premium. Check it out online at www.
PearlsPremium.com.

GRAB some freebies while visiting me and other contributors to
my eighth book, “Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers Cel-
ebrating the Gifts of Positive Voices in a Changing Digital World” Lights in and around a tropical pool add elegance to the night landscape.
at the Pear and Wine Festival from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
22. Get your books autographed with sales benefitting literacy out-
reach projects. Visit http://www.CynthiaBrian.com/books. Thank
you to Lamorinda Weekly for sponsoring.

COLLECT seedpods from marigold, bachelor button, amaranth, ——— ——

calendula, Four O’clock, hollyhock, zinnia and forget-me-not.
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Spread on a cookie sheet to dry or place in brown paper bags. Next
month they will be ready to scatter for a reward of flowers in spring
and summer.

PLACE hay under growing pumpkins to keep them from rotting,
PLANT asters, the colorful workhorse of the fall garden that create
habitats for pollinators and grow in poor soil.
SWIM and enjoy the final days of summer. If you are considering
installing a pool, start the design process now. Find inspiration in
the photos in this issue.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing,

Cynthia Brian

An elegant cabana offers pristine poolside dining.
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Lush landscaping plus swimming, volleyball, and a waterfall. A serenity pool mimics a natural lake.

Cynthia Brian lecturing at Writer's World with her eight published books.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards of
Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling author, actor, radio
personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Arel® 501 c3.

Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at www.
StarStyleRadio.com. Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess Gardener Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts
and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers at www. .
cynthizbrian.com/online-store. Jewelry * Landscape Consultation

Available for hire for projects and lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com www.mcdonnellnurs ery.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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ORINDA

432 Miner Road

Charming and stylish one-level living!
Big family room opens to brick patio
& total private outdoor living spaces.

$1,175,000
ORINDA

New Lristing
63 Via Floreado

Incredible light-filled one-level
living. Ideal easy living floor plan
with large open living & dining

rooms. Views too! $1,850,000
ORI N DA

New Prlce

15 Orlnda View Road

Spectacular views! Sophisticated yet
comfortable family living designed
by architect Richard Bartlett.

$3,495,000
MORA G A
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New Listing

30 Miramonte Drive
Beautifully remodeled townhome in
Miramonte Gardens. This is the one
you've been waiting for!

$649,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
o twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA ORINDA

ORINDA

147 Camino Don Miguel
Authentic old Orinda Spanish on truly
special OCC view knoll. 3223 square
feet of charming living spaces.

$1,795,000
ORINDA
— :

17 Valley View Lane

Fully renovated traditional on 1.1
private acres with valley views.
Chef's kitchen, formal dining room.

$1,650,000
ORINDA

3 Charles Hill Place

Renovated mid-century haven!
3157 square feet of light filled living
amongst the Orinda hills.

$1,495,000
ORINDA
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15 Honey Hill Road
Beautifully landscaped 4 Bed/2.5
Bath/2752 sq.ft. single-level mid-
century modern home on .85 acres.

$1,995,000
LAFAYETTE

1 La Senda

Extremely well
updated 4 Bed/4 Bath OCC classic
on gorgeous grounds. Large spaces

32 Orchard Road

Centrally located 4 Bed/3.5 Bath open
floor plan home. Kitchen is a chef's
dream! Expansive deck and lawn.

$1,995,000
LAFAYETTE

maintained &

inside and out.

$2,650,000
LA F AYETTE

820 Acalanes Road
One-of-a-kind updated property w/
stunning architectural character. 5
Beds/4+ Baths/ approx. 5883 SqFt.

$3,995,000
ROSSMOOR

3946 N. Peardale Drive
Charming 4 Bedroom/2 Bath home
provides a functional floor plan
perfect for family living.

$1,495,000
MORAGA

4030 Happy Valley Road
Elegant gated 4 Bed/4.5 Bath Happy
Valley estate. Extraordinary attention
to detail & gorgeous grounds!

$2,849,000
PLEASANT HILL

4817 Terra Granada Dr., 2A

Move right in! Quiet location 2 Bed/2
Bath end-unit featuring a spacious
master, wood floors, and kitchen with

440 Ridgeview Drive

The perfect project! Demo is done,
so bring your contractor and your
creativity.

288 Lakefield Place

4 Acre Panoramic View Estate! 5
Bed/4 Bath main house, guest
house, barn, 5 car garage + more!

$2,295,000

breakfast nook.

$499,000 $569,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (@UgsEYAe/EhRalInES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens I
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Tara Rochlin
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

ABFEDCIATEES
License #01301392






