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Four strong women
featured in THT’s “The

Revolutionists’
By Sophie Braccini
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From left: Sarah Mitchell and Kimberly Ridgeway in “The Revolutionists” at

Town Hall Theatre.

It was an especially hard time for
women in revolutionary France
— when a woman was still consid-
ered a second-class citizen, and
could still be beheaded for her po-
litical opinions. Playwright Lauren
Gunderson chose to give a glimpse
of the life of four remarkable wom-
en of that time, and for us to ponder
what fighting for women’s rights
really meant when one’s life was
on the line.

The four very different women
on stage try in their own way to
transcend the predicament of their
sex and attempt to effect change in
a meaningful way during this tu-
multuous time.

The four characters are Marie-
Antoinette, former queen of France,
Charlotte Corday, political activist
and assassin, Olympe de Gouges,
playwright and writer of the bill
of writes of women, and Marianne
Angelle, a fictional black woman
from the Caribbean who fights to
free slaves. The play is not neces-
sarily a history lesson, though the
historical facts cited in the play are
correct. Gunderson does not neces-
sarily spend her time detailing who
these four women were and what
motivated them. What she presents
is more a silhouette of who they
were. Dressed in the accouterment
of the period, the four women use
contemporary language — including
profanity, and body language that
do a lot for the farcical aspect of
the play.

The character de Gouges is a
playwright herself and she wants
to write something important about
the events that are unfolding around
her. She articulates the problematic
that interlaces the whole play, is art
necessary and meaningful when
history runs amok? Is writing plays
something more than a distraction
for the rich? Corday and Angelle
are action heroes, yet they seek the
writer, because, in their own words
if a story is not written, if words
are not put behind it, then the story
cannot endure, it does not exist.

The four women chosen by di-
rector Susan Evans hold their parts
with passion. Heather Kellogg as
Charlotte Corday, “the angel of
assassin” is full of fire and convic-
tion, Sarah Mitchell as Olympe de
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Gouges wavers from passionate
to being full of doubts, Kimberly
Ridgeway as Marianne Angelle is a
survivor and a fighter, Suzie Shepa-
rd as Marie-Antoinette is moving
despite her foolishness, or maybe
because of it.

De Gouges would have de-
served a play of her own to pay
tribute to her extraordinary cour-
age and endeavors. She wrote, “A
woman has the right to mount the
scaffold. She must possess equally
the right to mount the speaker’s
platform.” Because she opposed
the most extreme of revolutionar-
ies she was executed in Novem-
ber 1793. Corday was an educated
young girl living in the countryside
who dreamed of republic and free-
dom for all. When extremists en-
tered the French revolution, terror-
izing and killing their opponents,
she decided that the one journalist
that had inflamed passions through
his fanatical writing had to die so
all could be saved. She knew she
would die for her action and she
was executed in July 1793. Marie
Antoinette was executed in Octo-
ber 1793, 10 months after her hus-
band, King Louis XVI.

Director Susan Evans, also ar-
tistic director at Town Hall Theatre,
explains that she was able to gather
an entirely female crew, including
all the production team, to produce
this play. She chose the play be-
cause she found Gunderson’s text
to be very relevant to our time,
and a poignant drama, with many
moments of humor. She noted that
the writer was the most produced
playwright in America in 2017;
Gunderson was also the winner
of the Lanford Wilson Award, the
Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award
and the Otis Guernsey New Voices
Award. This production of “The
Revolutionists” in Lafayette is a
Bay Area premiere.

Opening night was Sept. 29 and
the play will continue at Town Hall
Theater through Oct. 20. Different
events, such as Theater Club nights
when patrons are encouraged to
stay after the presentation to talk
with the cast and director, are also
scheduled. For information, visit
www.townhalltheatre.com.

From left: Sarah Mitchell, Suzie Shepard, Kimberly Ridgeway and Heather
Kellogg in“The Revolutionists” at Town Hall Theatre.
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Preventive medicine made easy

Are you 50 and up-to-date with your screenings?

Here are the screenings you should do after turning 50:
- Blood Pressure - Osteoporosis
« Cholesterol - Prostate Screenings
- Diabetes » Colon Cancer

« Immunizations
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« Mammogram

To schedule an
appointment today in
our Lamorinda office,
call 925-962-9120.

MEDICAL GROUP

911 Moraga Road
Lafayette, CA 94549

Host Your Event

At the historic Moraga Barn

®Special Events

®Business Dinners

®Receptions ®Private Parties
®(ocktail Parties ®Mixers
®Rchearsal Dinners ®Birthday Parties
®Wedding Showers ®(lass Reunions
®Wine Tastings ®Seminars

® Art Show ®Benefits

CALL FOR RATES!

Contact Greg Gaskin at (925) 376-7335 or visit us at www.moragabarn.com
925 Country Club Drive, Moraga, Ca 94556

Theater View Veterinary Clinic

¢ Offering your pets compassionate care
° Modern hospital and equipment

e | ong tenured, experienced staff
e Puppy classes for our clients
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Dr. Laurie Langford-owner
1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200
Orinda, CA 94563

P: (925) 317-3187
F: (925) 334-7017

E: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
W: www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

Dr. Amelia Ausman
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SELECT UNITS
CUSTOMERS GOOD THROUGH 10//1/18 - 10/31/18
CUSTOMERS RECEIVE 25% OFF SELECT UNITS
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Give us 8 review, we'ne iappy
fo haar from you, appveciaied!
Check our websiie & on Facebook
fo find et aboul Lpcomimg owants

455 Moraga Rd. Sie, F

(925) 643-2026
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