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Sold-out LLLC Sweet Thursday event features author and civil rights activist
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Moving to Oakland in 1927
after their homeland was de-
stroyed that same year by the
massive New Orleans floods,
the family lived with Soskin’s
grandfather in East Oakland. Her
father worked in the hospitality
industry, wearing a red bell cap
while working in a hotel. “Our
mothers were 50-cents-an-hour
domestic servants, taking care of
white people’s homes and white
people’s children,” she recalled.

Soskin’s life as told in her
memoir that includes entries from
“CBreaux Speaks,” the blog she
created, is impossible to fit into
a 60-minute presentation or a
single news article. “You live 97
years, you’ve got lots of amazing
stories,” she said. But highlights
from the night surely include her
description of “trudging through
polliwogs and swampland in an

area that is now probably where
the Oakland Coliseum is,” a brief
but significant mention about
visiting and being honored at the
White House at the invitation of
Michelle and Barak Obama, and
her work with the National Parks.
Soskin was integral to the
planning of the Rosie the Riv-
eter/WWII Home Front National
Historical Park in Richmond.
Recreating the lost stories of Af-
rican Americans and Japanese
Americans who played vital,
until recently unacknowledged
roles in the war effort is Soskin’s
mission. She leads popular pre-
sentations at the park three days
each week. “Make reservations;
we’re already booked through
October,” she suggested.
Reading a chapter from her
memoir, Soskin said her life has
been a “deliberate progression to

her personal political awareness
now.” Asked during an audience
Q&A about education today,
Soskin said, “I was educated
before Prop. 13 when the public
school system in California was
the envy of the country. I did
grow up with none of the African
American literary heroes in my
life. But because I had the same
heroes my (white) friends were
worshipping, I’'m less separated
out. I was also growing up in a
time when the crushing weight of
low-expectations was not some-
thing I was experiencing. There
weren’t enough African Ameri-
cans in the public schools to
make new rules against. We were
expected to deliver as much as
anyone else did. Children grow-
ing up now are living under the
crushing weight of low expecta-
tions.”

Lack of diversity, she said, di-
minishes the nation. “The diver-
sity is where our richness comes.
We are enhanced by those differ-
ences. To be all of who you are,
no matter who you are, is the job
of all of us,” she said. Later, she
added, “I am living in the future
that we created back in the 60s.
We made that together, all of us
did, black and brown and yellow
and straight and gay. That I get to
give voice to that is such a privi-
lege.”

It’s hard to resist using the
word “divine” when referring
to Soskin. To close the evening,
this woman who has lived nearly
a century and experienced un-
imaginable social, economic,
political and personal transfor-
mation, whipped out a mobile
device. Soskin, mouthing the

words as they played, shared a

recording she made of “Sign My
Name to Freedom,” a song she
wrote in 1964. Claiming that she
has “lost my sense of future,”
but is enrolled in the grand im-
provisation that is life, Soskin
has made a discovery. “Time is
absolutely precious. Everything I
do has to be real, truthful. I now
can see the patterns I couldn’t see
when I was going through them.”
To Soskin, that there are other
people sharing her purpose—to
make the world better by reach-
ing to higher points of truth—
provides hope and means “we’ve
got it right.”

To learn more about Soskin
or order her memoir, visit https://
www.signmynamebook.com/.
To see additional events offered
at LLLC, visit www.lllcf.org.

L.ove Laftayette

THE WRITING STUDIO

e Classroom instruction

e Writing Projects

¢ Tools to improve
fluency and sentence
structure

¢ Grades 3-12

The Writing

3249 Mt. Diablo Court, Suite
(925) 385-0211

Where Words Come to Life

and individual sessions

www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

W EXTERIOR & INTERIOR PAINTING
Ma,;"”f RESTORATION
&y KITCHEN & BATHROOM CABINET PAINTING
Studi DRY ROT REPAIR
tudio LIGHT CARPENTRY

101-A, Lafayette

MARK BELLINGHAM

PAINTING

REVITALIZE
YOUR

KITCHEN CABINETS

925-247-0092

MARKBELLINGHAMPAINTING.COM

statefarm.com®

Kelley Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OE84198
kelley@agentreed.com
www.agentreed.com
Bus: 925-820-6808 Fax: 925-934-2278

o StateFarm®

Family i1s why
we do it all.

We all feel the same commitment to care for our families. Helping you
meet your insurance needs is part of my commitment to you.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there®

CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

JP Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OF62235
jp@agentjpreed.com
www.agentjpreed.com
Bus: 925-934-2277 Fax: 925-934-2278

FASTFRAME
EXPERT PICTURE FRAMING
1020 BEROWN AVENUE
LAFAYETTE CA 94549
(925) 283-7620
OPEN MOMDAY 10-5 and TUESDAY-SATURDAY 10-8
15% OFF CUSTOM FRAMING WITH THIS AD"

“*exp. May 30, 2018

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Lafayette Auto Bodg Inc.

e Breakfast ¢ Lunch -

(925) 283-3421

Residential
- Custom Homes -
- Remodels -
- Additions -
Lafayette l\;lj:tltnli:iz
(925) 283-3128 Jeff Wendt
www.KandWhbuilders.com

CL#930839|

LAFAYETTE

RES¥RUN

[SUNDAY - OCTOBE

R 21

LafayetteChamber.org/ ResRun

VL aulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢

M/ll.l.lf

5 AM - 2:30 PM
Seven Days a Week
1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette
(510) 283-2397

e Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast e

Kﬁgs to success

Piano Studio P

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member:
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-283-7601
Cell: 925-323-8969
1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

College Admissions Advising

Helping students find their college fit!

R
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Beautiful Sin¢®

! IOdi ett’s '
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Gwenly Carrel

Advisor

gwenlycarrel@gmail.com

925-368-8860

Owner

www.blodgetts.com

Lic. # 177588
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3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette

925.284.4807

AN AFAYETTE
4 PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Camp/imenfmy Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Watch for Shop
Orinda Oct. 17 Call

for Advertising
925.377.0977

Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
Sat 9-5, Sun closed

The UPS Store s

Our location:
3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Lafayette, CA 94549

v/ Shipping

v" Copying, Finishing
v/ Printing Services

v“Notary Services
v  Postal Services
v/ Business Services

store0202@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202






