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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide

Legends of the fall

By Cynthia Brian
“Delicious autumn! My very soul is wedded to it.” — George Elliot

Apples are ripe and ready. Bobbing for apples was a game begun because of the goddess Pomona.
Photos Cynthia Brian

all is filled with legends, myths,
Ffairs and festivals, all celebrating

the bounty from various cultures
around the world. Pomona was the Ro-
man goddess of apples. Bacchus, the Ro-
man god of grapes, and his Greek coun-
terpart, Dionysus, taught humans how
to make wine. Many Native American
tribes traditionally held special autumn
dances to celebrate the corn harvest and
the Hopi considered this the most aus-
picious time of the year for weddings.
The Chinese and Vietnamese commem-
orate farmers and family reunions with
Moon festivals, lotus seed paste-filled
moon-cakes, and retelling of folk tales.
The ancient Celts, who lived 2,000 years
ago, marked the end of the harvest with
the festival of Samhain, the origin of our
Halloween.

In my 20s, I was booked as a model
by a talent agency named Demeter. Hav-
ing always been fascinated by Greek my-
thology, I revisited my history books for
arefresher lesson.

Demeter, the sister of Zeus, Posei-
don and Hades, was the goddess of the
harvest, agriculture and grain. After her
daughter Persephone was abducted by
Hades and brought to the underworld,
Demeter wandered the earth heartbro-
ken, refusing to allow crops to grow. Be-

ing king of the gods, Zeus knew he had

to intervene or everyone would starve

so he sent Hermes to Hades to bring
Persephone home. Before she left to see
her mother, Hades tricked Persephone
into eating a few pomegranate seeds
guaranteeing that she would return to
the darkness for one season a year. De-
meter mourned that time which became
known as winter but celebrated the pre-
vious season, autumn, by reaping the
abundance of the crops.

Fall is considered a time to slow
down, seek serenity, and soothe the sores
of summer. It’s a time of color changes,
chillier temperatures and cooler temper-
aments. Most of all, we rejoice the fruits
of our toils. October has also been a pre-
mier month for earthquakes, fires and fi-
nancial failures. Be prepared as this fact is

notamyth. .. continued on Page D12

Dinosaur lacinto kale can be grown all year.



GLOBAL

VLATKA BATHGATE ke e

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?

Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

COMING SOON! 14 Oak Rd, Orinda

Pastoral
Ambiance close
to Downtown

Price upon
Request

RECENTLY SOLD REPRESENTED SELLER

19 Dos Posos, Orinda

| I3 Estates Dr, Orinda 1980/82 Oak Grove Rd,WC

69 Barbara Rd, Orinda 2121 Risdon Rd, Concord 39 Barbara Rd, Orinda
RECENTLY SOLD REPRESENTED BUYER

| 13 Estates Dr, Orinda 19 Dos Posos, Orinda 88 Davis Rd, Orinda

24 Camino Sobrante, Orinda | Poco Paseo, Orinda  1980/82 Oak Grove Rd,WC

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

City Lastreported: LOWEST AMOUNT: HIGHEST AMOUNT:
LAFAYETTE S $844,000 $2,200,000
MORAGA 9 $500,000 $3,500,000
ORINDA 11 $880,000 $3,025,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

1051 Brown Avenue, $1,005,000, 3 Bdrms, 1764 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 9-14-18

29 Olympic Oaks Drive, $1,726,000, 3 Bdrms, 2484 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 9-14-18;
Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 12-09-14

73S Silver Crest Court, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 5374 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $728,000, 06-16-88

1025 Sunnybrook Drive, $844,000, 4 Bdrms, 3688 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $110,000, 07-25-75

30 Sunrise Lane, $1,055,000, 2 Bdrms, 2334 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 9-17-18;
Previous Sale: $360,000, 10-31-91

MORAGA

119 Ascot Court #2, $520,000, 2 Bdrms, 1140 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $375,000, 02-10-14

41 Ascot Place, $791,000, 2 Bdrms, 1478 SqFt, 1973 YrBIt, 9-11-18;
Previous Sale: $590,000, 02-23-07

2151 Camino Pablo, $3,500,000, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $3,500,000, 08-17-12

752 Country Club Drive, $770,000, 2 Bdrms, 1262 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-13-18;
Previous Sale: $770,000, 08-13-18

1850 Joseph Drive, $1,739,000, 4 Bdrms, 2469 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 9-17-18

1153 Larch Avenue, $1,465,500, 5 Bdrms, 2414 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $980,000, 01-23-07

651 Moraga Road #14, $500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1394 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 9-13-18;
Previous Sale: $480,000, 10-16-07

214 Paseo Bernal, $915,000, 3 Bdrms, 2044 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 9-14-18;
Previous Sale: $553,500, 10-01-03

1831 St. Andrews Drive, $1,190,000, 2 Bdrms, 1987 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $879,000, 04-23-08

ORINDA

34 Ardilla Road, $1,200,000, 2 Bdrms, 1245 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 9-11-18;
Previous Sale: $850,000, 10-29-14

43 Crestview Drive, $1,295,000, 3 Bdrms, 1931 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 9-13-18;
Previous Sale: $53,000, 08-06-73

27 Ivy Drive, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 1520 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 9-14-18;
Previous Sale: $973,000, 06-14-16

58 Ivy Drive, $1,040,000, 3 Bdrms, 1245 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 9-14-18;
Previous Sale: $330,000, 07-31-97

43 Orinda View Road, $3,025,000, 3 Bdrms, 4035 SqFt, 1995 YrBlt, 9-17-18;
Previous Sale: $490,000, 09-03-92

43 Parklane Drive, $1,060,000, 3 Bdrms, 1428 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $405,000, 03-25-99

12 Southwaite Court, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 2461 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 9-13-18;
Previous Sale: $315,000, 03-05-92

28 Southwood Drive, $1,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 2709 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $1,490,000, 10-22-14

167 Stein Way, $1,792,000, 4 Bdrms, 3377 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $192,500, 11-29-16

46 Underhill Road, $880,000, 3 Bdrms, 1560 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 9-13-18

8 Williams Court, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2094 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-7-18;
Previous Sale: $976,000, 03-21-14



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0: 925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411

DUDUM

REAL ESTATE GROUP
WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
0: 925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
0: 925.800.3510  F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
0: 925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001
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WWW.DUDUM.COM
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ADAM HAMALIAN 486 HELEN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE $899,000 2128 TICE CREEK, #4, ROSSMOOR CALL FOR PRICE 16 TREETOP TERRACE CT., ALAMO $2,870,988 BRYAN HURLBUT
925.708.5630 925.383.5500
DRE# 01917597 DRE# 01347508
CHRISTINA LINEZO JANE SMITH
JANE SMITH 925.998.1914 SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630 ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES 925.360.8662
2494 DIABLO RANCH PLACE, DANVILLE $2,499,887 66 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO CALL FOR PRICE 714 HIGHLAND RD., LAFAYETTE $1,549,000
415.425.3085 925.998.1914
DRE# 01964989 DRE# 01476506
JANET POWELL JOHN FONDNAZIO
MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 RACHEL DREYER 415.990.1672
CENTRAL LAFAYETTE $1,500,000 4016 LOS ARABIS DR., LAFAYETTE $2,595,000 14 RAVENHILL LANE, MORAGA $1,425,000
925.876.2399 y 925.817.9053
DRE# 01973545 DRE# 01938194
JOY WIEHN JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER
CHRISTINA LINEZO 415.425.3085 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500
415.377.1884 1757 TICE VALLEY BLVD., W.C. $685,000 33 CHAPEL DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,830,000 161 CRAGMONT DRIVE, W.C. $874,000
DRE# 02047712 925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985
LAUREN DEAL y LISA TICHENOR
o HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851  HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500 925.265.1095
MARY PISCITELLI MATT McLEOD RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796




206 Colt Court 4 Bed 2 Bath + 2 Half Bath 3,275 Sq Ft  $1,875,000

206ColtCourt.com
713 Wee Donegal 4 Bed 3 Bath 2,284 SqFt $999,000 1584 Violet Way 3 Bed 2 Bath
T713WeeDonegal.com 1584VioletWay.com

¥ Looking to make your next move?

Pt

~raemw W are here to guide you home.

Paddy Kehoe Claudia Gohler Dave Schurhoff
925.878.5869 925.765.8081 9259979569
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com claudia@paddykehoeteam.com dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE 01894345 DRE 01995498 DRE 01834201

COMPASS

2163 Sq Ft  $850,000

paddykehoeteam.com

Mary Staten
925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal,

accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



PRESENTING 74 SCENIC DRIVE IN ORINDA

WELCOME TO A TRULY UNIQUE

An exquisitely-appointed home located on the top of Scenic
Drive in the coveted Glorietta neighborhood, with stunning
curb appeal and presence. 3320 sf situated comfortably on a
.86 acre dramatic view lot, 4 BR, 2.5, office and yoga studio, a
two car garage, laundry room and a 1200 sf attic! Lovingly and
recently renovated, with dramatic, high ceilings, this light filled

home has newly finished white-washed hickory wood floors

AND STUNNING MASTERPIECE!

in all the living spaces and halls, with fresh new carpets in the
bedrooms. Every inch of this light, white and bright home has
been thoughtfully renewed. Breathtaking views of the Orinda
hills. A spacious and flat front and back yard, with plenty of
green grass, surround this gorgeous home with beautiful,
mature landscaping and a dramatic, new, sparkling pool.

Offered at $2,695,000

Melanie Snow | CAL BRE# 00878893
Cell: 925.360.0344 | Melanie.Snow@camoves.com

www.MelanieShow.com

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT
LLC. All rights reserved. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. If your property
is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. Real Estate Agents affiliated with Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.



A Bellwether Sign for
Lamorinda Real Estate

We want to share a bellwether sign of our long-
term bullish view on Lamorinda real estate. While
we realize that all real estate markets are subject to
cycles as our economy changes, we closely monitor
leading indicators of how our local real estate market
will perform over the next decade.

Recently, CNBC released the Upstart 100,
its annual list of the 100 most promising start-
ups around the world. This list is another perfect
example of what we tell our clients every day; Silicon
Valley is moving north to San Francisco and the East
Bay making Lamorinda a viable commute option for
today’s “new-tech” workforce.

There are 33 Bay Area companies on the list.
Of these 33 companies, 22 are in San Francisco or
the East Bay. This is great news for the long-term
future of Lamorinda home values. Fifteen years ago,
you would have only seen one or two San Francisco
based start-up companies on the list as most Bay
Area companies would have been located on the
Peninsula, which has historically been the heart of
the Silicon Valley. Today 90% of “new-tech” is San
Francisco based and moving east.

While Lamorinda might not achieve the price
per square foot levels of Palo Alto, the price gap
will continue to narrow over the next decade with
promising start-ups continuing to locate in commute
reach of our community.

We look forward to hearing from you with your
real estate questions.

C)

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review
By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T

he third quarter of 2018 showed solid activity
T on the residential side of Lamorinda real estate

versus the year ago quarter. This activity con-
tinues to be based more upon a short supply of available
properties than on a significant change in the market.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics
reported from July 1 through Sept. 30, 76 single-family
homes closed in Lafayette, a decrease from the 85 that
closed in the third quarter of 2017. Sales prices ranged
from $776,000 to $4.97 million. The average number
of days on market was 22 versus 26 for the same peri-
od in 2017. The average sales price was $1,696,918. In
the same period a year ago it was $1,713,249. In 2016
it was $1,565,394, in 2015 it was $1,462,872 versus
$1,310,790 in 2014.

In Moraga, the number of single-family closings
was 31, slightly below the 39 in 3Q 2017, Prices ranged
from $800,000 to $3.5 million. The average sales price
was $1,509,248, which is the highest quarterly average
ever. A year ago it was $1,386,634, a $140,000 increase
from 3Q 2016 when it was $1,245,605, which was actu-
ally below the $1,281,936 in the third quarter of 2015.
The average marketing time was 16 days, down from 19
days a year ago.

In Orinda, the number of single-family closings
was 83, a slight increase from the same period a year
ago: 73. It was also 73 two years ago in the third quarter.
Sales prices ranged from $760,000 to $12.2S million
with an average price of $1,777,666 — a large increase
from $1,601,869 a year ago and an increase from 2016
when it was $1,558,244. It took an average of 33 days
to expose a home to the market this last quarter. A year
ago it was 26.

In the third quarter of this year, on an average price
per square foot basis, Lafayette detached single-fami-
ly homes sold at $688.12. A year ago it was $640.73.
Moraga homes sold for $607.47 up a bit from a year
ago’s $551.21. In Orinda it was $622.76 — a slight in-
crease from $603.07 a year ago.

In Lafayette, the average sales price was right at
101.3 percent of the final asking price. In Moraga, for
the first time in several years, it was under 100 percent
of asking — 99.6 percent — and in Orinda it was 102 per-
cent. In many cases, there were still multiple offers on
homes and the result was a closing price above the ask-
ing price.

In Lafayette, 46 of the 76 closings sold at the list
price or above. In Moraga, 19 of the 31 sold at or above
asking and in Orinda it was 48 of 83.

In the condominium/town home category, Lafay-
ette had three resale closings. They were priced from
$780,000 to $1.2 million; Moraga had 25, up from 19 a
year ago and from 28§ in the same period two years ago.
Sales prices ranged from $350,000 to $1.127 million.
Moraga Country Club had three attached home sales
- $770,000 to $1.068 million. Orinda had one condo-
minium and two townhomes at prices from $520,000
on Brookwood to $975,000 in Orindawoods.

As of Oct. 10 there were 78 pending sales in the
three communities combined. A year ago there were
87 pending sales per the MLS. The asking prices for
the pending single-family detached homes range from
$589,000 to $4.395 million. It should be noted that
there are no “Potential Short Sales” that are currently
pending and subject to lender approval. There is one
pending foreclosure.

It is interesting to point out that of the 78 pending
salesin the area, 24 have received acceptable offers since
Oct. 1. That is an average of over two per day. Usual-
ly many of the sales are completed prior to the start of
school. Depending upon how many of the homes are
being purchased by families with children who are new
to Lamorinda, it may impact certain grades at the ele-
mentary level.

Inventory, however, continues to remain low al-
though it is increasing when looking at the available
homes in Lafayette where there are 61 on the market as
of Oct. 10 and there were 42 at this time one year ago.

In Moraga buyers have their choice of only 21
properties, down from 28 properties a year ago.

Orinda inventory has increased to 48 currently
available from 43 one year ago.

Current asking prices range from $439,000 for a
condominium in Moraga to $9.975 million for a Lafay-
ette property.

At the high end, 36 homes closed above $2 million
in the three communities combined during the quarter.
In the year ago period there were 31.

There are 42 currently available above this amount
- 24 in Lafayette, 18 in Orinda, and none in Moraga.

Interest rates have crept up a little, but for those
who can afford Lamorinda, it does not seem to have
been much of a deterrent. Activity will likely remain
strong going forward through the end of the year. Con-
tinued office building in the East Bay and a low supply
and high demand should continue to push the market
higher.



Sleepy Hollow Mid Century Beauty

9 St. James Court, Orinda
3 Bed | 2 Bath | Bonus Room | 2,733 Sq Ft | 0.85 Ac | $1,675,000

COMPASS

Private one level mid century tucked into the Sleepy Hollow
Van Ripper neighborhood. Sophisticated and inviting, walls of
glass, gorgeous views, flexible detached space ideal for 4th
bedroom, office gym or art studio. Top rated Orinda schools.

Suzi O'Brien Finola Fellner
925.286.8520 925.890.7807
DRE 01482496 DRE 01428834

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled
@ from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All
measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

PREMIER
KITCHENS

Your vision
brought to life.

From cabinets to countertops,

there is no project too big or

small for our tfeam.
Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-46500
3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitchens.net




OPEN SUNDAY 2-4PM

2 Juniper Drive, Lafayette
4 BEDROOMS | 4BATHS | 3208 sQ. Fr. | 1.25 Acres | $1,570,000
This lovely and intriguing parcel sits up a charming

lane so convenient for Orinda and Lafayette living
at it best. Beautiful Mt. Diablo viewsl!!

NEW THIS WEEK!

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com




Coming soon to the sought-after Glorietta neighborhood is a completely renovated
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home on .8 acres! The home's creekside location and tranquil
setting will make you feel like you are away from it all, while the short jaunt to downtown
Orinda, top-rated schools, Highway 24 and BART reflect its ideal central location.

Call me for more details!

925.980.3829
shannon@shannonconner.com

www.shannonconner.com .
DRE# O.l 885058 93 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA



COMPASS

Delightful Single Level
Open Sun. 1-4

A
f

27 Harrington Rd., Moraga www.27HarringtonRd.com
2959 Sqft | 4 Br | Office | 2.5 Ba | .34 acre | 3 Car Garage $1,995,000

9 Happy Valley with Views
First Open Sat. & Sun. 1-4

3 Valley High, Lafayette www.3ValleyHigh.com
3220 Sqft | 4 Br | 3.5Ba | 1.65 Acre | 3 Car Garage $1,595,000

Im Q r‘ 925 254-3030
ELENAHOOD Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

REAL ESTATE GROUP

‘ \ www.Orinda.com Cal BRE 1221247

Q Compas: sed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented her intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subjec rs, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale,
or W|thd raw wwthout notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements an d square footoges are approximate. E act d\mensmns can be obtc ned by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. Th is is not intended to solicit proper ty o\ eody Isted
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137 Overhill Road, Orinda 94563 Upon entry, be wowed by the awesome & expansive North West facing views offering
changing vistas of morning rolling fog and incredible sunsets over the Berkeley hills. In

order to enhance the view experience and the California indoor/outdoor living, the fam-
ily room and dining room were expanded including walls of windows and sliding glass
doors off the dining/living room, updated kitchen & master to a large deck perfect for
outdoor dining, living and entertaining.

2214 Square Feet, 3 bed, 2 bath .38 Acre Lot, 2 Car Garage and VIEWS!

Welcome to 137 Overhill Road in the coveted Glorietta neighborhood in Orinda. This
serene and simple, single-level home has been lovingly remodeled and maintained over
the last 25+ years and is a wonderful house to call home!

Offered at $1,425,000
Open House: Saturday 10/13 1-4 | Sunday 10/14 1-4

FINDING THE Right FIT

Emily Estrada . . ' Amy Rose Smith

B i AMYROSESMITH s
emily@amyrosesmith.com ] amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com \/| | | a ge www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438 CalBRE: #01855959

ASSOCIATES
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide

Legends of the fall

... continued from Page D1

Tomato plants look ugly, but the fruit is super sweet. Photos Cynthia Brian

Purple loosestrife brightens gardens although it could easily become an in-
vasive species. Keep an eye on yours if you have it cultivated. Grapes are being
crushed into a new vintage, guavas are self-harvesting, apples are ready for bobbing,
pistache and Japanese maple trees are blazing gold and crimson, begonias are in full
bloom, and the final days of picking fresh produce from our vegetable gardens loom
closer. As the French proverb states, “Autumn is the hush before winter””

The days are shorter, the nights become longer as we commence the holiday

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 Wednesday, Oct. 17,2018

Tomatillos are ready for salsa.

fetes of the forthcoming two months. Autumn is indeed delicious both literally and
metaphorically. Decorate for a Trick-or-Treat party, prepare for Thanksgiving, and
get ready for the Christmas and Hanukkah festivities of December with cuttings
from your landscape.

Enjoy these final days of fluttering leaves and warm sunshine while indulging in
the harvests and legends of fall.



COMING SOON IN ORINDA!

Charming 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom single-story home with 2000+
square feet of living space on a 0.40+ acre lot with lovely yard
and views. Just minutes to downtown, freeway and BART.

Call for More Information

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
rattoandratto.com

License # 00900621 | 01361537

MORAGA
GARDEN
CENTER

Annual Fall Sale
Through October 31+

Free Plants with Purchase

Moraga Garden Center S
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

Ccyour G{uxury g{ome & C/%w Construction Cypecia[ists

2494 DIABLO RANCH PLACE, DANVILLE | NOW OFFERED AT $2,499,887

WWW.2494DIABLORANCHPLACE.COM

STUNNING! Luxury Executive home in gated community.
5 bed, En-Suite ground level 5.5 bath, private court, pool, backs up to Mt. Diablo.
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Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Gardening Guide for October

Guavas are self-harvesting, meaning they fall to the ground when ready to eat. Photos Cynthia Brian A mole hole and trail along the alyssum and lawn.

VISIT the library to find books relating to the myths, tales and legends of autumn.

BUY spring blooming bulbs including anemone, elephant ears, ranunculus, caladium, dahlia, freesia, shamrock and
calla lilies.

DECORATE for All-Hallows Eve with corn stalks, gourds, pumpkins, apples and grasses.

BRING the outside in with green, air purifying houseplants such as dieffenbachia, fan palms, sail plant, fern and
philodendron.

PLANT shrubs and ornamental trees for year around interest now to allow them to develop strong roots before win-
ter dormancy. Consider hydrangea, lilac, forsythia and viburnum.

ELEVATE your garden with climbers of wisteria, clematis, sweet pea and climbing hydrangea.

COMPOST leaves, grass cuttings, and fall debris to reinvigorate your spring soil.

DIVIDE ornamental grasses that have a dead center with a ring of living green. They need to be reinvigorated.
HARVEST apples, tomatillos, tomatoes, eggplant, squash and grapes.

COLLECT baskets of self-harvested guavas that have fallen to make autumn desserts.

CUT kale leaves as needed. Collect seed pods to plant.

PRUNE dead branches from trees, especially deciduous trees such as Japanese maple and evergreens such as red-
woods to encourage new growth.

STOMP on the mounds of moles that may be invading your lawn or building tunnels along your sidewalks. Although
moles don’t eat plants, they do destroy the beauty of the soil with their burrowing for grubs, beetles, worms, and
insects. If you are wondering if you have moles or gophers, here’s a tip: Gopher mounds are crescent shaped with an
opening in the middle whereas moles leave a rounded, volcano-like pile of fluffy dirt without an exit aperture. Both
are territorial and destructive, however, gophers are worse because they eat your plants and the roots. Eradicate moles
by collapsing their channels. Stomp away!

SEED your lawn with Pearls Premium that grows deep roots and is a water saver. Use code STAR20 at checkout for a
20 percent discount at www.PearlsPremium.com. Discount extended to Oct. 31.

MAKE an emergency “go bag” as fires or other disasters can strike at any time.

CREATE an arrangement or floral bouquet in pink honoring Breast Cancer Month.

SCHEDULE a garden consult with me, your guide on the side, before you put your yard to bed for the winter. Email
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

Cynthia Brian

Elevate your garden by scattering seeds of perennial sweet peas.
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McDonnell \@ Nursery

Octoer ale!

25% off all Perennials, Trees and Shrubs
Also on sale...benches, bistro sets,
canvas prints and more!

196 Moraga Way « Orinda - (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

P Umpkin
Pagchy

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

A container planted with pistache turns bright crimson.

Cynthia Brian salutes with her favorites: flowers, fountains, and wine!

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards of
Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling author, actor, radio
personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are1® 501 ¢3.

Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at www.
StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess Gardener
and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers at www.
cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Available for hire for projects and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com
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ORINDA

New Listing

44 Robert Road

Opportunity! Classic Rancher on .57
acre lot on cul-de-sac. Access to
Lafayette Reservoir. Update & enjoy!

$899,000
ORINDA

64 El Gavilan Road

Great 5 Bed/ 3 Bath family home
with spacious light-filled living in
a functional 3364 sq.ft. floor plan.

$1,750,000
ORINDA

1 La Senda

Extremely well maintained & updated
4 Bed/4 Bath OCC classic on gorgeous
grounds. Large spaces inside and out.

$2,425,000

LAFAYETTE

4030 Happy Valley Road

Fab New Look! Elegant country
living in Happy Valley with gorgeous
private grounds.

$2,849,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

1 Arbolado Court

Walk to town charmer beautifully
updated thruout! Renovated kitchen,
sparkling baths, spacious family

room $1,150,000
ORINDA

63 Via Floreado

Incredible light-filled one-level
living. Ideal easy living floor plan
with large open living & dining

rooms. Views too! $1 ,850,000

ORINDA

32 Candle Terrace

Very well maintained English country
home. 4 Bed/4.5 Bath with a classic
California style, designed by architect

Patrick Anders. $2’999,000

MORAGA

117 Goodfellow Drive

Exceptional design appeal on a
gorgeous 1.07 acre lot with incredible
views, sun light, & privacy.

$1,250,000

ORINDA

137 Overhill Road
Fabulous 3 Bed/2 Bath single level

Glorietta charmer with incredible
views! Central Orinda location.

$1,425,000
ORINDA

32 Orchard Road

Centrally located 4 Bed/3.5 Bath
open floor plan home. Kitchen is a
chef's dream! Expansive, relaxing

deck and lawn. $1,857,000

LAFAYETTE

New Listing

3140 Maryola Court

Super sharp 4 Bed/3 Bath home
offering distinctive quality, finest
appointments.

$1,475,000

MORAGA

31 Fieldbrook Place

Stunning view from a beautifully
updated 4 Bed/3 Bath home on
quiet cul-de-sac.

$1,495,000

ORINDA

4 Edgewood Court

Practically perfect in Orinda - Light,
bright and open with 4 beds, 3 baths
and a detached studio/office.

$1,495,000
ORINDA

511 Hawkridge Terrace

Dramatic 2959 sq ft Orindawoods
architect designed custom home. 4
bdrms + library, private level 1/2

acre. View! $1,865,000

LAFAYETTE

New Listing

2 Juniper Drive

Uniquely classic 4 Bed/5 Bath wood-
crafted home with open-living
design set on a private knoll with Mt.

Diablo Views! $1’570’000

WALNUT CREEK

New Listing

1072 W. Holly Drive

Walnut Creek Charm! 3 Bed/2 Bath
single story home located on a
fabulous corner lot. Lots of natural

light! $895,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (@aEeEAe/EuNzlnES

The Village
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Ashley Battersby
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Meara Dunsmore
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Dexter Honens Il
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Hillary Murphy
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Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
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