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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service
Handyman

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured. 
(925-285-0370) Don

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting
Hillsides, Free Estimates 

925-938-9836

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.

Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service
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Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Music Lessons

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman ServiceTotalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  

My independent insurance 

brokerage is here to serve you. 

Over 100 top carriers = great pricing

and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 

W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call

Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Insurance

C2

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Please call Carlos Toledo
925-872-0422

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

$10 per 1/2” classifi ed ad 
height Email to: 

classifi ed@
lamorindaweekly.com

Firewood for Sale

Almond Firewood- Seasoned
$320/ cord;  $180 / half-cord
FREE Delivery; 209-883-0750

Lamorinda girls tennis teams show strength on the court
By Jon Kingdon

With a combined 33-9 record so far this 
season, the Lamorinda girls tennis 

teams are positioning themselves for the up-
coming postseason tournament.  Each of the 
schools has improved their won-lost record 
and are doing so with a large number of un-
derclassmen.  
 When a team has fi nished the prior year 
with an 18-2 record, it’s not easy to improve 
on such a performance.  Yet Miramonte has 
found a way so far this year as they have won 
their fi rst 15 matches.  Miramonte coach Mi-
chael McCollom speaks of his team in no 
uncertain terms: “This is the best team I 
have coached.”  There are not many teams 
that could play without their No. 1 player 
and not miss a beat as Miramonte has done. 
They march inexorably through their sched-
ule.  Sophomore Amber Lee who is nation-
ally ranked has only been available to play 
for Miramonte in only three matches as she 
plays in various other tournaments.  She won 
all three matches.
 The team is comprised of 10 juniors and 
seniors and 10 freshmen and sophomores.  
The sophomores have proven to be the foun-
dation of the team in singles play with a com-
bined 33-7 record by themselves.
 Sophomores Macey Dowd and for-
mer New Yorker Henrrietta Schmuck have 
stepped up to fi ll the void at fi rst and second 
singles with great success. Dowd is 10-1 
while Schmuck’s record is 10-3.  Taking ad-
vantage of the team’s great depth, Miramonte 
has used 10 different players in singles play 
this season.
 As effective as the singles play has been 
for Miramonte, the doubles play has proven 
even more effective with a combined record 
of 32-4.  McCollom has used 14 different 
doubles combinations.  Leading the doubles 
teams is the pairing of senior Michelle Tang 
and junior Peyton Smith who are 11-0 this 

year.  The teams of senior Maya Harrison 
and sophomore Marlowe Randolph-Mala-
chowski are 4-0 and junior Anna Hyman and 
senior Paige Millham have a 4-3 record.  
 In such a competitive situation with so 
many players competing for playing time, 
McCollom has seen no issues with the play-
ers: “This is a very deep team.  It’s the most 
collegiate team I have ever had.  They love 
each other and like being with each other.  
With such a young team, there is still room 
to improve.”
 Helping McCollom are his senior co-
captains, Tang and Millham who he credits 
with “building the team’s esprit de corp.”
 First year Acalanes head coach Drew 
Diefenbach has led a big turnaround from 
last year’s 9-8 record to its current record of 
14-3.  Diefenbach has brought a great deal 
of personal experience having played for 
Miramonte High School and Cal Poly SLO, 
founded Paragon Tennis in Orinda, and hav-
ing coached professionally at the Olympic 
Club in San Francisco, so he was familiar 
with some of his players prior to his arrival.
 With a 14-3 record, the Dons are second 
only to Miramonte in league standings.  The 
singles players have proven to be the domi-
nant group on the team.  Sophomore Eliza 
Bates has an 11-3 record playing No. 1 sin-
gles.  Says Diefenbach: “Eliza has a power-
ful serve and forehand.  She is very knowl-
edgeable of the game and understands what 
she needs to do to be a winner.  
 Another sophomore, Jasmine Toni, has 
won 15 of her 17 matches, which Diefenbach 
attributes to her consistency and how well 
she moves on the court.  Diefenbach appreci-
ates what Toni brings to the team besides her 
play on the court: “Jasmine has also taken on 
a leadership role though only a sophomore as 
she is so supportive of her teammates which 
sets the tone for the rest of the team.”   Se-

nior Sydney Bell rounds out the top three on 
the team with an 11-4 record in her matches.  
Says Diefenbach: “Sidney has played for 
years.  She is able to keep the ball deep and 
is a real fi ghter that does not give up.”  
 When you include juniors Zoe Cate (9-
1) and Madi Price (9-1) and sophomore Erin 
Warenski (8-2), the Dons have a combined 
59-12 record in singles matches.  In fact, 
says Diefenbach: “All of the girls have im-
proved as the season has progressed.”
 The doubles teams have not been able to 
match the success that the singles players have 
had: 19 different doubles combinations with a 
25-16 record in all their matches with seniors 
Naomi Berkowitz and Anika Mohanty lead-
ing the way with a 6-1 record.  Diefenbach 
remains optimistic about this group: “Our 
doubles teams have really improved.  They 
are really grasping the strategy of the game 
and how to implement it in their matches.” 
 With his prior experience in coaching, 
Diefenbach has kept things on an even keel: 
“I know that all of the girls have different 
personalities.  I am not a yeller.  If there are 
issues, I will talk about them.  Still I am a 
very competitive person.  Besides improv-
ing all of the girls technically, my goal has 
been to improve their will to perform well 
and have the desire to win regardless of the 
score.  I want them to fi ght on every point.”  
 Despite a 3-10 record last season, with 
the majority of his single’s players either 
freshmen or sophomores, Campolindo coach 
Steve Robinson remained optimistic, noting: 
“The key for 2018 is for the girls to work 
hard in the offseason.”  With an improved 
record of 5-6 at this point in the season, it 
seems that the Cougars took Robinson’s ad-
vice to heart.
 “This is a good and balanced roster,” says 
coach Sunon Faulkner. “The strength of the 
team is its depth without any one dominant 

player.  They work as a team and compete to 
the end of every match.  This is a cohesive 
group.  Everyone puts in the work and we are 
improved from last year.”
 Junior Kate Brown has taken on the onus 
of playing No. 1 singles, says Faulkner: 
“Kate has really improved her play on the 
court and in the mental part of the game.  She 
has gotten tougher as we ask her to play the 
top opponents in all of our matches.”
 Playing No. 2 singles is junior Celia 
Campo, whose effort Faulkner appreciates: 
“Celia is a raw talent.  She is still learning the 
game.  She never quits and is a role model for 
her teammates.”
 The rest of the singles players are junior 
Sara Vranesh, sophomore Lauren Brewer 
and Noel Seo and freshman Claire Ross
 Co-captains Maile Nomura and Charmae 
Wang have been the leaders on the team, 
according to Faulkner: “They help get the 
players ready for practice, warming them up.  
They both provide great spirit, doing things 
like getting the players to wear war paint the 
day of matches.”
 The doubles teams have proven to be the 
most successful part of the team led by Ju-
liette Barlier and Wang (4-1) and Alex Bo-
nardi and Nomura (4-1).  The sister team of 
junior and freshman Isabelle and Francesca 
Restrepo also have a winning record (2-1).  
Faulkner appreciates how well Francesca has 
handled playing with her sister: “There is a 
lot of pressure on Francesca to play up to her 
sister’s level.  It’s a good life lesson for her 
and they both get along well.” 
 With the Cougars third in the league be-
hind Miramonte and Acalanes, Faulkner sees 
a positive with her players: “This is a group 
of good citizens.  They are all responsive to 
each other.  They work as a team and com-
pete to the end of every match.  I love them 
all.”
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Garage Sale

Huge Communitywide 
Garage Sale!

Moraga County Club
Sat., Nov.  3 from 9am - 3pm. 

Pick up a map at the 
Clubhouse for all the 
participating homes

Electrical Contractor

Dellamar Electric, Inc.
Family owned and operated

Serving Lamorinda for over 40 years
Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

CA State Lic. #314318
(925)708-0055, (510)504-0904

CLEANING WITH CARE 
Quality service, my main concern! 

all housecleaning needs @ 
925-586-3536

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Construction

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service


