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Moraga
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

City Council 
Wednesday, Oct. 24, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Planning Commission
Monday, Nov. 5, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Design Review
Monday, Oct. 22, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Gary Bernie 

925 200 2222 
gabernie@pacunion.com
License #: 00686144 License # 01866771

COMING SOON!

1905 Ascot Drive, Moraga | Call for Price
2 Bedrooms + Den | 2 Bathrooms | 1379± Square Feet

This stunning single-story townhouse is located in the much sought-after Ascot Highlands area. Conveniently 
located minutes from shopping, parks, schools, and public transportation. This home offers fabulous natural 

light, a community pool and a fabulous open floor plan all great for entertaining or relaxation.  

Highlights Include:   
Large Spacious Bathroom  |  Updated Kitchen with High-End Appliances and a Gas Cooktop  |  2-Car Garage

with Ample Storage  |  Sun-Drenched Front and Back Patios, Great for Barbecue and Gardening  

Ken Ryerson 

925 878 9685 
ken.ryerson@pacunioncom

License #: 01418309

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

St. Mary’s Road roundabout project discussed with public
By Vera Kochan

Town representatives and proj-
ect team members invited the 

public to attend another commu-
nity informational meeting Sept. 
27 at Saint Mary’s College to hear 
updates regarding the St. Mary’s 
Road and Rheem Boulevard/Bol-
linger Canyon Road roundabouts. 
The public was given a choice to 
attend a 4:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. pre-
sentation, both of which covered 
the same information.
 The purpose of the meeting 
was to answer many of the ques-
tions and concerns collected from 
comment cards fi lled out by at-
tendees from the July 2017, meet-

ing. On hand to address the issues 
were Moraga Public Works Direc-
tor/Town Engineer Edric Kwan, 
Moraga Chief of Police Jon King, 
Moraga Senior Civil Engineer and 
Project Manager Shawn Knapp, 
Kimley-Horn and Associates Con-
sultant Project Manager John Pul-
liam, and Kimley-Horn, and As-
sociate Consultant Roundabout 
Design Engineer Sean Houck.
 The largest concerns the project 
team received from last year were 
regarding outreach, safety, alterna-
tives and fi nance. The request for 
more public outreach and commu-
nication is what led to last month’s 

update meeting. Safety questions 
about whether there are existing is-
sues at these intersections were ad-
dressed, alternative intersection im-
provements instead of roundabouts 
were explored, and concerns about 
project costs were examined.
 King discussed safety issues, 
noting that visibility was a ma-
jor issue at the St. Mary’s/Rheem 
intersection. The drop in road el-
evation momentarily leaves drivers 
wanting to turn left from Rheem 
Boulevard onto St. Mary’s Road 
without a clear view of oncoming 
traffi c.  A collision at the current in-
tersection is much more hazardous 
than a side-swipe at a roundabout. 
Drivers at the St. Mary’s/Bollinger 
intersection often don’t come to a 
complete stop before joining the 
fl ow of traffi c, and there is potential 
for tragic results. “When you add to 
the mix pedestrians, joggers and bi-
cyclers at both intersections,” King 
said, “a roundabout will reduce col-
lision points,”
 Alternatives studied included 
leaving the intersections as is, in-
stalling two large roundabouts at 
both intersections, installing traffi c 
signals, or adding a large round-
about at St. Mary’s/ Rheem with 
a mini-roundabout at St. Mary’s/
Bollinger.  The roundabout/mini-

roundabout concept showed a 
marked savings in safety cost, re-
duction of time spent waiting at in-
tersections, reductions in operation 
and maintenance cost and a slight 
decrease in emissions. While the 
initial capital cost was slightly 
higher than other alternatives, the 
accumulated costs compared to all 
of the proposed alternatives was 
substantially lower over time.
 At this point, funding from the  
Contra Costa Transportation Agen-
cy is $450,000. Lamorinda Fee and 
Finance Authority is $140,707. No 
Town General Funds will be used. 
The CCTA and LFFA funds can’t 
be repurposed for a different project 
and the town will seek grant funds 
to complete the project. Project 
costs have been dropping since the 
early stages of the project in 2009, 
when options included a bridge over 
the creek near Bollinger ($11 mil-
lion) or two full-sized roundabouts 
($7 million). The latest incarnation 
of one full-sized roundabout and 
one mini roundabout ($350,000 for 
fi nal design and $2.6 million to con-
struct) ended the meeting on a posi-
tive note.
 The project team plans to make 
its presentation to the city council 
on Oct. 24.

Simulation of the two roundabouts as presented at the recent meeting.  
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New Canyon Bridge design and construction update
By Vera Kochan

Impressive plans for the construc-
tion of the new Canyon Bridge 

were revealed to the Moraga Town 
Council during its Oct. 10 meet-
ing. Heading up the presentation 
were Edric Kwan, Moraga’s public 
works director, Shawn Knapp, the 
town’s senior civil engineer, and 
Jack Walker, lead design engineer 
from NV5.
 The old bridge, built in 1936, 
was already scheduled to be replaced 
due to a biannual Caltrans inspec-

tion. In 2013, the town was awarded 
a $3.2 million grant from the High-
way Bridge Program (HBP).
 In 2014, Caltrans authorized 
phases that included preliminary 
studies, environmental impact, 
right-of-way and preliminary en-
gineering. That same year, public 
works held its fi rst community 
meeting covering issues such as 
speeding, funding, environment 
and pedestrian/cyclist access.
 ... continued on Page A15

JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS...
4 LEEWARD GLEN ROAD, LAFAYETTE

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ... EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ... JIM COLHOUN
      925.200.2795           DRE# 01029160 jim@apr.com                          jimcolhoun.com

SOUTHWESTERN OASIS
Enjoy fantastic views and sunsets from this one-of-
a-kind Santa Fe-style 4BR/2.5BA 3945 sf home on 

a private 2.2 acre lot in the hills of Lafayette’s Burton 
Valley. Magnifi cent slate tile foyer with wooden beams, 
updated kitchen, luxurious master suite, and spacious 
living room/dining room with unique stone fi replace. 
Low maintenance yard with hot tub, water fountain 

feature, and outdoor decks. Solar power, too!

Contact Jim Colhoun for additional details or to 
schedule a private showing.   Offered at $1,790,000

NEW PRICE
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