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We offer both a relaxed atmosphere and
a sports bar, something for families,

couples, students and seniors. On the
menu you'll see many of Roman Italian
specialities, from the classic bruschetta
made with melted fontina cheese and
sautéed mushrooms|to mista and
arugula salads, an array of wood-fired
pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of
primis and seconds. The restaurant has
S8 full bar and a generquse wine list.
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ellegrini.com e www.pizzapellegrini.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

The Real Estate Market is Shifting

Home sales are slowing somewhat due to seasonal demand,
rising mortgage rates and buyer fatigue. Buyers are fewer and
more selective.
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Call me for a confidential review of your objectives, a
personalized fix-up and marketing plan, and to discuss how we
will maximize your net return.

Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
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One way or the other, Rheem easement will reopen

New principal at Orinda

By Sora O’Doherty

The gate at 53 Rheem. Photo Sora O'Doherty

Orinda City Manager Steve Salomon asked the city coun-
cil on Oct. 2 to once again continue action on accepting
the easement at 53 Rheem Blvd. and promised that on Oct.
16 he would either return to them with an agreement with the
property owner, or he would then advise them to accept the
easement. The council agreed to do so.

Both the property owner and the neighboring residents
are now represented by legal counsel and the neighbors ap-
peared ready, if reluctant, to proceed with litigation over the
issue if necessary. Salomon said that there had been meetings
with the property owner and his attorneys. “We believe that
the goal of getting the trail open can be met,” he said.

If the city can reach an agreement with the property own-
er, Kent DeSpain, Salomon said the city attorney will then
draft the agreement and the easement would then open “with
relatively little pain.” Still, he noted, “the devil is in the de-
tails;” but he estimated that there is a reasonable chance of
agreement. The option of accepting the easement at the Oct.
2 meeting was available, but Salomon believed that it would
result, potentially, in creating more acrimony. He acknowl-
edged that there was urgency, and pledged to work very hard
to get agreement.

Attorney Eric Shaffer of Bowing & Shaffer was hired to
represent the homeowners who support the trail easement
being opened. He argued that the easement creates a public
good and that there had been a fair amount of legal and actual
notice. The easement has been used for decades, he said, and
children cannot walk on Rheem or Glorietta to get to Glori-
etta Elementary School. Shaffer said that the homeowner had
recognized the easement when getting planning permission
for his home. “Representations to the planning commission
are important,” Shaffer said, referring to DeSpain’s promise
to the commission to keep the easement open.

John and Allison Bannisadr, longtime residents who lived
for 13 years on Parkway Court, said that they cared deeply
about the easement, which John Bannisadr used to mow so
that children could use it. Jon Cooper urged the council to
accept the easement. He said that he had offered to pay for
the homeowner’s privacy fence and landscaping, but that the
homeowner had not responded to his offer. Alexis Miller, a
mother and an attorney, said that she has done a fair amount
of legal research and believes that the city’s interpretation of
the law is correct. “We don’t want to litigate, but we will,”
she said, if necessary. ... continued on Page A13

Intermediate School
Submitted by Carolyn Seaton

From left: Board Members Cara Hoxie & Jason Kaune, OIS
Principal Stacy Wayne, Board Member Julie Rossiter, Board
Vice President Hillary Weiner, and Board President Carol
Brown. Photo provided

he OUSD board of trustees approved Stacy Wayne

as the next principal of Orinda Intermediate School,
effective immediately. Wayne, who has been the OIS as-
sociate principal since 2011, earned a bachelor’s degree
in international relations from UC Santa Cruz and a mas-
ter’s in educational administration from San Francisco State
University. She previously served for 10 years as a middle
school language arts and history teacher and for an addi-
tional three years as a teacher leader on special assignment.

Wayne’s selection as OIS principal leaves a vacancy in

the associate principal position. Toni McShane, revered for-
mer middle school administrator in Lafayette, will continue
supporting the leadership team at OIS until a replacemet is
found.
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Wonderful 5br/3ba in highly sought-after Campolindo neighborhood. The over .5-acre lot has no rear neighbors. Come lounge in the yard or under the redwoods by the pool.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.253.4663
Michelle@Holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412

Walnut Creek | $699,000
Rarely available level-in 2br/2ba Mariposa property located just minutes from the Rossmoor gate and convenient to shopping, restaurants, highways 680 and 24.

Beverly Arnold & Kelly Crawford 925.788.8516 | 925.998.5599

bevarnold123@comcast.net | CalRE #01154860

MORE

With a global network of more than 92,000 agents in 3,000 offices
and an online presence that attracts visitors from 226 countries
and territories, Coldwell Banker® brings together more home
buyers and sellers worldwide.

The result? Your property will reach more agents and buyers,
creating more opportunities for a quick sale.

Get more than you expect from a real estate company.
Contact the Orinda office today. A Real Estate Brokerage

Lamorinda Can Trust.

Orinda Office 925.253.4600 | 5 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563
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