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Tots search for treats at Halloween event
By Sora O’Doherty

The afternoon of Oct. 25 was sunny and bright, the 
tooth fairy wore a gown of blue with a sparkling 
crown and led a sizeable contingent of tots around 

Orinda Community Park, with stops to collect treats offered 
by Orinda Parks and Rec folks, including one dressed as 
Chewbacca.  In addition, the children, ranging from ages 1 
to 4, got to meet and greet the Orinda police force, local 

fi refi ghters, and tour a police cruiser and a fi re engine.  The 
chief of police, Mark Nagel, and his administrative assistant, 
Sherri Chavez, were handing out treats and posing for pho-
tographs.  There were also crafts and activities provided by 
the Orinda Parks and Recreation Department.
 Families got into the Halloween spirit by showing up 
in coordinated costumes: A young girl in a Heidi costume 

was accompanied by her mother in alpine couture, and her 
father, dressed as a cow.  There were several young girls in 
Frozen costumes, some superheros and interesting animals 
from sheep to lions to dinosaurs.  There were even some 
vegetables, including a green avocado. There were little 
police offi cers, fi refi ghters, and construction workers.  No 
dentists were observed in the crowd.

Orinda Police Chief Mark Nagel and Sherri Chavez, administrative assistant to the police chief, hand out treats to children at the annual Halloween Parade for Tots on Oct. 25 at Orinda 

Community Park.                             Photo Sora O’Doherty
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Judge sides with Save Lafayette Trees on CEQA appeal
By Pippa Fisher

The Court of Appeal for the First 
District has ruled in favor of 

Save Lafayette Trees, reversing the 

Superior Court’s previous dismissal 
of the case. The court must now rule 
on whether the city of Lafayette 
failed to comply with the California 
Environmental Quality Act.
 The appeals court upheld the 
previous dismissal of other claims 
against the city and PG&E, but 
found that SLT’s claim concerning 
CEQA had been served within the 
proper timeframe. As such, the tri-
al court will now have to consider 
this challenge. Parties have 30 days 
to appeal.
 “We have noted the Court of 
Appeal’s decision,” said Lafayette 
Vice Mayor Cam Burks in a state-
ment from the city. “We will con-
tinue to work with Save Lafayette 
Trees, PG&E and the California 
Public Utilities Commission to en-
sure that Lafayette’s citizens have 
confi dence that they are safe and 
that a fair and transparent process 

is being followed whereby PG&E 
can conduct the pipeline safety 
work it feels is needed and resi-
dents’ concerns about that work are 
properly addressed,” he added.
 The Oct. 23 ruling is the lat-
est step in the 16-month long legal 
saga following SLT’s petition fi led 
June 26, 2017 against the city of 
Lafayette and PG&E. 
 The group took issue with the 
March 27, 2017 city council agree-
ment with the utility, allowing 
them to remove hundreds of trees 
on public and private property in 
the city, which PG&E says is nec-
essary as part of the community 
pipeline safety initiative, claiming 
pipeline safety is compromised by 
tree roots and that the trees hinder 
access in an emergency.
 SLT’s concerns grew beyond 
the initial tree removal to concerns 
over safety, including the lack of 

automatic shut-off valves, exposed 
pipeline, lack of testing and aging 
infrastructure.
 Attorney for SLT Stephan 
Volker says it is an outstanding vic-
tory for his clients and for the pub-
lic. “It is undisputed that the city 
completely failed to comply with 
CEQA,” he says, adding, “Because 
the city did nothing to comply with 
CEQA, we are confi dent that the 
superior court will now rule that 
the city violated CEQA. Once the 
court makes that ruling, it will set 
aside the city’s tree removal agree-
ment with PG&E.”
 PG&E spokesperson Jeff Smith 
says that the utility is in the process 
of analyzing the court’s decision. “It 
is premature to declare this ruling as 
in favor or against either party in-
volved in the litigation,” he said.
 Meanwhile, PG&E signage 
has appeared at exposed pipeline 

locations and the company says 
they will be replacing approxi-
mately 150 feet of pipeline, with 
work starting in mid-November 
and taking about six weeks to 
complete.
 Gina Dawson, co-founder of 
SLT, credits community engage-
ment for bringing this about.
 “That being said, their latest ac- 
tivities, pipeline signage and pos- 
sible address of the exposed pipe- 
line, are surface issues. We’d like 
to know that PG&E is addressing 
the strength and longer-term viabil- 
ity of the lines – which will entail 
deeper inspection.”
 A second public meeting bring-
ing together PG&E, the CPUC with 
SLT and the city is scheduled for 
Nov. 13.
 It is a meeting Dawson is look-
ing forward to.

    ... continued on Page A9

PG&E will be working to replace 

sections of exposed pipeline on the 

Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail.

Photo provided
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It’s a nightmare scenario that no 
one wants to think about, but 

the audience heard the message 
loud and clear at a recent neigh-
borhood meeting: have a plan, be 
prepared. In the case of a wild-
fi re or large earthquake, residents 
need to be ready to evacuate. 
 The well-attended Oct. 17 
meeting, arranged by the Sprin-
ghill Homeowners Association, 
took place on the eve of the Great 
ShakeOut – a day when millions 
of people worldwide drop and 
cover to practice earthquake drills.  
 Springhill residents, aware 
that theirs – like many others 
within the city – is a neighborhood 
with one road in and one road out, 
heard from new Police Chief Ben 
Alldritt and from Contra Costa 
Assistant Fire Chief William Pi-
geon about evacuation plans and 
the importance of having a “go 
bag” ready. 
 Lafayette’s director of the 
Community Emergency Response 
Team, Duncan Seibert, explained 
the importance of having food and 
water ready to go, along with cop-
ies of documentation on a thumb 
drive. Seibert explained that get-
ting documentation together is 
easy to do now but “very hard to 
do when it’s not there.”

 Alldritt shared footage of the 
Oakland fi res and explained there 
have been many lessons learned 
about evacuation procedures from 
those and from last year’s Santa 
Rosa fi re.
 Heather Tiernan, manager of 
the Contra Costa County Commu-
nity Warning System, was on hand 
to help residents register their cell 
phones. She emphasized the im-
portance of signing up for CWS 
alerts in addition to Nixle notifi ca-
tions, explaining that the CWS is 
used by the sheriff’s offi ce when 
there is a threat to human life or 
health and when there is an action 
to take.
 This was Alldritt’s fi rst pre-
sentation of its kind as police 
chief. He says he is happy to take 
the message to other groups with-
in the city and acknowledged the 
success of having CERT, CWS, 
and ConFire all present at the 
meeting. He says that while they 
never know in advance what a 
disaster might look like, his goal 
was to get the conversation start-
ed. 
 “Informing people what they 
can do to prepare their families 
for the unexpected and advising 
them on what their local agencies 
are doing to be prepared makes it 

invaluable,” he says.
 Alldritt explains that in a large 
catastrophe, individuals could 
face delayed response time and 
may have to look after their fam-

ily and neighbors. “You need a 
backup plan for water, food and 
where to meet.”
 “Emergency/disaster pre-
paredness is a priority for the 
city and police department,” says 
Alldritt, pointing out that the po-
lice department under the previ-
ous police chief worked tirelessly 
with the Emergency Preparedness 
Commission over the last several 
years to maintain and update city 
plans. He adds that the feedback 
he received included the comment 
that it was nice to know the LPD 
has a plan coordinated with fi re 
and other departments.
 Indeed, the following day 
LPD joined forces as part of the 
Great ShakeOut with city staff, 
ConFire, the emergency prepared-
ness commission and Lamorinda 

CERT at the Veterans Memorial 
Hall to practice procedure.
 Alldritt led city staff through 
the setting up of an emergency 
operations center and the estab-
lishment of an incident command 
system as they practiced their re-
sponse to several potential earth-
quake-related consequences such 
as fl ooding, fi res, evacuations and 
downed power lines.
 Ironically, the proposed na-
tional ShakeOut Day testing of the 
community warning system was 
canceled in Lamorinda due to an 
actual emergency – a gas line fi re 
in Bay Point – in order to avoid 
any confusion. Residents received 
notifi cation of that via Nixle.
 Residents can sign up for 
CWS alerts by visiting the website 
https://cwsalerts.com/.

Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette: 
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.lafayettechamber.org

City Council 
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Nov. 5, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center, 
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Nov. 7, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Offi ce Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

NEW PRICE - OPEN SUNDAY 1-4!

Offered At $3,975,000 100SandhillRoad.com Offered At $3,495,000 115WildernessLane.com

UNPARALLELED ORINDA WATER-VIEW ESTATE
5131± SQ. FT. MAIN HOUSE + DETACHED OFFICE ON 5.03± ACRES

UNRIVALED NEW CONSTRUCTION IN HIDDEN VALLEY
4351± SQ. FT. HOUSE ON .60± ACRE LOT

DANAGREENTEAM.COM925.339.1918�|�LICENSE # 01482454

L A M O R I N DA’ S  # 1  R E A LT O R  S I N C E  2 0 1 1 !

100 SANDHILL ROAD, ORINDA 115 WILDERNESS LANE, LAFAYETTE

THE DANA GREEN TEAM Proudly Presents

NEW PRICE - CALL TO VIEW!

Springhill residents talk disaster preparedness on eve of  National ShakeOut Day
By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette Police Chief Ben Alldritt supervises as members of city staff , police, fi re, Lamorinda CERT and the Emer-

gency Preparedness Commission take part in the National ShakeOut Oct. 18. Photo Jeff  Heyman, City of Lafayette

Panel examines state of  downtown retail in 
second city-led workshop 
By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette council members, 
members of the planning com-

mission and members of the public 
had the state of downtown retail 
once again as their focus as a four-

person panel of Lafayette business 
owners took a look at the pros and 
cons of doing business in the city.
 The hour-long workshop, held 
before the regular Oct. 22 city 

council meeting, was the second 
such event. On July 23 a packed 
audience listened as a panel of 
four commercial real estate ex-
perts gave their opinions on how 

to attract and support quality busi-
nesses in Lafayette. 
 This second meeting’s panel of 
experts was comprised instead of 
business owners: Connie Collier 
of Diablo Foods; Ford Andrews 
who owns Sideboard; Jennifer 
Perlmutter who is the founder of 
the Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery; 
and Larry Blodgett of Bodgett’s 
Floor Covering, one of Lafayette’s 
oldest retail establishments.
 Once again Planning and 
Building Services Director Niroop 
Srivatsa moderated the discussion. 
She started by asking what chal-
lenges the panel members face as 
business operators. 
 ... continued on Page A9

Panel of Lafayette business owners discuss the state of downtown retail Oct. 22. From left: Ford Andrews, Connie 

Collier, Larry Blodgett and Jennifer Perlmutter.                   Photo Jeff  Heyman/City of Lafayette

Milestone Music
Special songs for special occasions
tailor-made songs written just for you 

by a professional songwriter

www.laurazucker.com
laurazucker212@gmail.com    925.642.6440
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Ob-la-di, ob-la-da … Town 
Hall celebrates 50 years 
since Beatles’ White Album 
release
By Pippa Fisher

The Sun Kings Photo provided

This year marks another notable 
50th anniversary – in the same 

year that Lafayette became a city, 
a Liverpudlian band of some fame 
released The White Album. And 
Lafayette’s Town Hall Theatre will 
be celebrating that release in au-
thentic Beatles-style on Nov. 2 and 
3 with concerts put on by the Sun 
Kings, the much-loved Bay Area 
Beatles tribute band.
 Town Hall Theatre board Vice 
President Tom Stack is excited. The 
Sun Kings opened the Music and 
Comedy Series for which Stack is 
responsible, in its very fi rst show 
back in 2010. “This will be one of 
our greatest shows,” says Stack, his 
enthusiasm evident.

 Stack explains that the fi rst 
show on Friday, Nov. 2 will be an 
evening with the Sun Kings play-
ing the very best of the Beatles. 
“Lots of hits, including some songs 
from The White Album,” he says. 
At the time of writing some tickets 
were still available.
 However it is the sold out show 
on Saturday, Nov. 3 that Stack is 
most excited about. He explains 
that the Sun Kings will be playing 
the entire White Album through in 
order for 90 minutes. 
 The event will be much more 
than just a regular concert – there 
is a White Album-themed costume 
contest for starters.
 ... continued on Page A16

Trick-or-Treat Street at 
Fiesta Square

Who knew City Clerk Joanne Robbins is related to royalty? Both 

Robbins and the princess were taking part in the Lafayette Cham-

ber of Commerce-sponsored Trick-or-Treat Street in Fiesta Square 

Oct. 26.           Photos Pippa Fisher

 It was very crowded as the ghouls and goblins made their way 

from shop to shop gathering candy.  – P. Fisher
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925.997.6808 | 415.606.2047
pricegallegos@pacunion.com

pricegallegos.com
License #01433269 | #01896511

www.3ValleyHigh.com
$1,595,000

3 Valley High, Lafayette
3220sqft | 4 Br | 3.5 Ba | 1.65 Ac Lot

www.120MerionTerrace.com
$1,275,000

120 Merion Terrace, Moraga
2725 sqft | 4 Br | 2.5 Ba | .16 Ac Lot

925 254-3030
www.Orinda.com 

Lafayette   Moraga   Orinda

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square 
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Cal BRE 1221247

www.1921StAndrewsDr.com
$1,199,000

1921 St Andrews Drive, Moraga
2430 sqft | 3 Br | 2.5 Ba | .22 Ac Lot

www.119BrooklineSt.com
$1,550,000

119 Brookline Street, Moraga
3424 sqft | 4 Br | 2.5 Ba | .14 Ac Lot

Fabulous views from this Happy Valley 
home. Au-pair/in-law suite, pool & spa.

COMING SOON!  Rare opportunity to 
buy a single level golf course property.

COMING SOON!  Gorgeous Sequoia 
home in MCC with wonderful views.

COMING SOON! Excellent location, great 
views from this  home in MCC.
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Moraga
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

City Council 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Planning Commission
Monday, Nov. 5, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Design Review
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

Bollinger Valley Project temporarily on the shelf
By Vera Kochan

After a seven-hour marathon 
planning commission meet-

ing taking place over the course of 
two days on Oct 15 and 18, Com-
missioner Karl Davis crafted a 
proposal to the town council with 
unanimous approval. “The plan-
ning commission is recommend-
ing to the town council that they 
strongly consider a revised project 

description, much in line with Al-
ternate 3 or something very similar, 
that would need to be consistent 
with the General Plan and would 
be held to the same policies, plans 
and procedures in the town as Bol-
linger Valley Project has been held 
to so far.”
 The original project included 
126 single-family homes. There 

were six additional alternate pro-
posals involving various quantities 
of homes. The applicant for the 
project was willing to settle for Al-
ternate 6 (85 homes), but the com-
mission favored and recommended 
Alternate 3 (37 homes).
 Much of the commission’s de-
cision hinged on the Environmental 
Impact Report, in which issues of 
traffi c, easement rights, landslides, 
pollution and population density 
in a small valley were key. Neigh-
bors were concerned over the loss 
of public/open space. The land is 
on private property, and therefore 
cannot be included in the consider-
ation, noted Davis.
 Valley Hill Drive, the only road 
that would lead into and out of the 
development, is insuffi cient to pro-
vide emergency vehicle access in 
the event of a fi re or evacuation. 
The Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
cannot sanction any project at this 
point until the applicant can come 
up with viable measures toward 
public safety.
 Likewise, according to Plan-
ning Director Derek Farmer, “La-
fayette has not been approached 

by the applicant with regards to the 
additional traffi c fl ow affecting St. 
Mary’s Road into its city limits. As 
the project stands, Lafayette will 
not support the Bollinger Valley 
Project.” With the additional traf-
fi c, Lafayette’s EVA becomes jeop-
ardized.
 Farmer stated, “In more than 
two years, no proper documenta-
tion has been submitted to Moraga, 
Lafayette or MOFD showing that 
project improvements have been 
established. We’ve received no 
documentation from the county 
either with regards to road widen-
ing and other conditions.” Farmer 
added, “This is a project that’s been 
going on for some time and if there 
are such documents, we would 
have seen them by now.”
 The General Plan consists of 
eight elements: land use, commu-
nity design, housing, circulation, 
open space/conservation, public 
safety, community facilities/ser-
vices and growth management. 
The Bollinger Valley Project, as it 
stands, is inconsistent with Mora-
ga’s General Plan.

Moraga’s new administrative services director, Norman Veloso
By Vera Kochan

The new administrative servic-
es director, Norman Veloso, 

comes to the town of Moraga after 
22 years with the city of Fairfi eld 

and most recently the city of Cotati, 
where his job title may have been 
the same, but his responsibilities 
differed.
 In Moraga, Veloso’s job de-
scription requires him to wear 
many hats. Under the umbrella of 
fi nance, he is responsible for ac-
counting budgets, fi nancial reports 
and risk assessments. In regard 
to his human resources duties, he 
supervises labor negotiations, per-
sonnel policies and compensation. 
Under the technological aspect, Ve-
loso oversees the town’s websites, 
and lastly, under risk assessment 
management, he monitors Mora-
ga’s liability insurance.

 Veloso considers himself “for-
tunate to be part of a great execu-
tive team. I love the community, 
the vibe and feel of Moraga. This is 
a perfect working relationship – a 
good chemistry with what the town 
needs and what I have to offer.”
 Accounting came easily to Ve-
loso at an early age. He began to 
enjoy number crunching in high 
school and was encouraged by his 
father to pursue the possibilities. 
Veloso’s career decision was a ful-
fi lling choice. “This is not just a 
job. There’s so much contentment 
in what I do.”
 Filling a vacancy that had been 
open for over two months, Veloso 

had to hit the ground running. 
Some of the many projects on his 
plate include completing a fi nan-
cial audit for the town, working 
on a human resources employee 
memorandum, structuring numer-
ous fi nancial reports, contributing 
to public works projects, fi nding 
new revenue/resources and coming 
up with the best practices and poli-
cies while reviewing every layer to 
provide the best services.
 When asked about his long-
term goals for Moraga, Veloso 
stated, “I am happy to see a com-
munity grow because of decisions 
I’ve made.”

Norman Veloso    Photo Vera Kochan

Nov. 7 declared Shelter-in-Place Education Day
By Vera Kochan

Health offi cials and emergency 
response agencies such as 

fi re and police agree that shelter-
in-place is the best measure to take 
in the event of a chemical release 
emergency. Moraga Mayor Dave 
Trotter proclaimed Nov. 7 to be 
“Shelter-in-Place Education Day” 
and in the interest of public safety, 
urges “all residents to take part in 
this program.”
 The Contra Costa Community 

Awareness Emergency Response 
Group is sponsoring the 17th an-
nual drill by assisting schools and 
childcare centers with preparedness 
for this type of emergency.
 In the event of a chemical re-
lease, safety sirens will sound 
initially for about three minutes. 
These safety sirens are located in 
the county’s industrial corridor 
from Oakley to Richmond.  The si-
rens are tested on the fi rst Wednes-

day of each month at 11 a.m. for 
only about one minute. Additional 
community warning system tools 
are used to alert residents in case of 
emergencies in other areas.  
 Sirens will re-sound periodical-
ly if the event continues, and it is at 
this point that the public is recom-
mended to shelter, shut and listen.
 Steps to shelter in place in-
clude:
 1) Advise everyone to stay in-

side, since leaving the building 
could result in exposure to toxic 
chemical vapors;
 2) Close all doors and windows 
and make sure to utilize the locks 
for a tighter seal;
 3) Turn off all air conditioning 
and heating systems. Ceiling fans 
or portable fans can be used inside 
to keep cool;
 ... continued on Page A15

Local Knowledge | Extraordinary Results

Bernie & Ryerson Team
925 200 2222 or 925 878 9685 

gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken.ryerson@pacunion.com 

License # 00686144 | 01418309

Are You Considering Seling Your Home?

If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide you with a 
complimentary market analysis of your home’s value, as well as a comprehensive 
marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market! 

Moraga border to Lafayette

Bollinger 
Valley 
Project Site

Moraga 
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unincorprated 
area

Project site and vicinity    Image provided, enhanced by Lamorinda Weekly
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Moraga keeps Contra Costa 
County Animal Services busy
By Vera Kochan

Countywide, Moraga repre-
sents 1.6 percent of the Contra 

Costa County Animal Services’ to-
tal service area and uses 0.98 per-
cent of the total services provided. 
That’s a surprisingly low statistic 
given that wild critter sightings are 
common in Moraga – whether it 
be deer, raccoons, skunks, snakes, 
bats, coyotes and even the less wild 
variety, guinea pigs. But those are 
the ones that got away.
 Steve Burdo, media and com-
munity relations manager for 
CCAS, delivered an update pre-
sentation during the Oct. 24 Mor-
aga Town Council meeting outlin-
ing many of the services CCAS 
provides to the area.  According 
to Burdo, CCAS protects public 
health and safety by enforcing ani-
mal ordinances, uses rabies control 
measures, runs fi eld patrols and re-
sponds to dead animal impounds. 
The animal services department 
also encourages and coordinates 
adoptions and is involved in the 
transfer and intake of animals, 
providing daily care in facilities, 
including care and treatment of 
injured animals and spay/neuter 
surgeries. In addition, CCAS uti-
lizes approximately 250 dedicated 
volunteers who are a valuable asset 
in the animal socialization process, 
offering help with adoption paper-
work, counseling future pet owners, 
providing lost and found duties and 
assisting with mobile adoptions. 
Moraga kept CCAS busy in 2017. 
There were:

97 Deceased animal impounds
79 Stray animal impounds
46 Noise/animal/inhumane 

ordinance investigations
87 Human bite investigations 

(animals biting humans; not 
humans biting animals)

75 Animal/animal bite 
investigations

68 Inhumane investigations
33 Noise investigations
65 Other investigations
9 Animal rescues
6 Local agency assists 

(with police, fi re, code 
enforcement, etc.)

 CCAS response times coincide 
with priority levels ranging from 
one to fi ve with Priority 1 having a 
response time of no more than two 
hours and Priority 5, fi ve days. Out 
of 52 dispatches to Moraga, 23 of 
them ranked Priority 1; two ranked 
Priority 2 (12 hours) and 27 dis-
patches were Priority 3 (24 hours). 
Burdo stressed, “It must be taken 
into consideration that a crew is 
dispatched from Martinez. Unless 
a crew happens to be in the near vi-
cinity of a call, a two hour response 
time for a Priority 1 is standard for 
Moraga.”
 Until the town council adopts a 
noisy animal ordinance, noise com-
plaints can’t be serviced in Mora-
ga. However, on the bright side, 
a rooster ordinance was passed in 
2018, which allows CCAS to in-
vestigate and enforce rooster fi ght-
ing in Contra Costa County.
 According to Burdo, “Rising 
costs are burdening CCAS. We 
are tasked with balancing life sav-
ing endeavors, quality of care and 
length of stay with an ever increas-
ing volume of animals due to con-
tinuous population growth (includ-
ing pets).” An updated processing 
system and an increase in staff are 
necessary to meet the demands.
 A $0.17 rate increase for the fi s-
cal year 2018-19 will raise the per 
capita costs for Moraga from $5.94 
to $6.11, according to the county 
contract. Most Bay Area cities pay 
approximately $8.70 per capita. 
 CCAS encourages pet adoption 
from a local shelter and stresses the 
importance of getting pets licensed 
and microchipped. In doing so, a 
lost pet has a better chance of being 
reunited with its owner.
 Volunteers are needed at the 
Martinez or Pinole Shelter; the 
public can sign up to take a tour 
of either facility. The tour includes 
various aspects of what CCAS 
does – fi eld work, medical proce-
dures, shelters and adoptions. For 
answers to any questions call the 
main phone line at (925) 608-8400 
or visit the Contra Costa Animal 
Services website: ccasd.org.

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  moragarec.com

Veterans Day Ceremony
November 12 at 9am

Moraga Commons

Summary of animal activities and actions in 2017
 Total Live Dead
Deer 119 38 81
Bird 43  43
Cat 15 12 3
Dog 14 12 2
Raccoon 12  12
Skunk 7 2 5
Snake 5 5
Bat 2  2
Opossum 2  2
Coyote 1 1
Guinea pig 1 1
Squirrel 1  1

Host Your Event  

Special Events 

Receptions 

Cocktail Parties 

Rehearsal Dinners 

Wedding Showers 

Wine Tastings 

Art Show  

Business Dinners 

Private Parties 

Mixers 

Birthday Parties 

Class Reunions 

Seminars 

Benefits 

At the historic Moraga Barn 

CALL FOR RATES! 
Contact Greg Gaskin at (925) 376-7335 or visit us at www.moragabarn.com

9 2 5  C o u n t r y  C l u b  D r i v e ,  M o r a g a ,  C a  9 4 5 5 6

Moraga’s storm drain 
maintenance preparations
By Vera Kochan

As the rainy season approach-
es, it was no surprise to see 

a Storm Drain Operations and 
Maintenance Program presentation 
during the Oct. 24 town council 
meeting. Edric Kwan, Moraga’s 
public works director, stressed the 
importance of taking preventive 
measures to insure minimal future 
costs to the town.
 Moraga has a storm drain sys-
tem involving 27 miles of pipe and 
2,000 related structures. These anti-
quated facilities are 45-60 years old 
and have undergone very limited 
maintenance. Storm sewers, sewer 
mains and water mains, not to men-

tion underground electrical phone/
cable lines and gas mains, operate 
in a complex network beneath the 
town.
 In order to repair and maintain 
this system, proactive steps have 
begun and need to continue. Video 
inspections perform condition as-
sessments and identify mainte-
nance repairs to prolong pipe life. 
To remove existing sediment and 
debris (mud, rocks and trash) a 
vacuum truck clears out pipes be-
fore localized fl ooding problems 
can occur. 
 ... continued on Page A13

Maria Eberle, REALTOR®
(925) 478-7190
Maria@MariaEberle.com
www.MariaEberle.com
CalBRE #01798906

Bridging the journey from
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“Maria made the transition from my Orinda home of 40 
years to my new Rossmoor home easy and stress-free. 

I was delighted by her attention to every detail. 
I highly recommend Maria Eberle to anyone moving 

from Lamorinda to Rossmoor.”  Becky G.
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Orinda
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

City Council 
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m. 
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Nov. 6, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission  
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, Nov. 12, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Share your thoughts, insights and 
opinions with your community.  

Send a letter to the editor: 
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Laura Abrams, Former Orinda Mayor
Chris & Dixie Anderson
Carol & Andy Amstutz
David Anderson
Julie Atkinson
Wesley Ayers
Jill Baker
Cindy Barber
Sandy Barnett
Allena & Steve Behnke
Lauren Bennett
Rick & Barbara Bennett
Michael Bowen & Amy Roach
Betty Brotherton
Carol & John Brown
Bruce & Lisa Burrows
Stacy Campos
Roxanne Christophe & Vincent Davis
Eric & Dvora Citron
Linda & Lenny Cohen
Micki & Bob Cooper
Lance & Mary Jo Cowles 
Vanessa Crews, Former AHUSD Trustee
Jesse Crews
David Cronin
Dick & Susan Curry
Sis Curtis
Catherine E. Cutler, Former Vice-Chair 
Orinda Planning Commission
Ellen & Joffa Dale
Liz & Mark Daoust
Connie De Laveaga & Bob Stoops
Peter Dinkelspiel
Barbara Doyal

Pam & Desmond Elder
Gail Emmons
Tom Espstein
Alex Evans, Former MOFD Director
Sugar & Gus Filice
Bob & Ellie Fisher
Bonnie & Duane Fitch
Cassandra Forth
Mark & Yvonne Fuhriman
Glen & Shannon Fuller
Phil & Lynn Garrett
Dennis Gee
Bob Gelman
Gene Gottfried, Former MOFD Director
John Goyak
William & Shand Green
Sandy Gross & Paula Reinman
Kitty Guptill
Charlotte Guppy
Greg & Lucia Haet
Alan & Pam Hall
Peggy & Ernie Hartz
Peter & Helen Hasselman
Steve & Tish Harwood
Joyce Hawkins, Former Orinda Mayor
Bea Heggie, Former First Lady of Orinda
Aram Hodess & Suzanne Fox
Elle Hoffnagel & Terry Murphy
Hillary and Dave Hoppock
Bruce & Jackie Horwitz
Tim Hoxie
Robert & Shelley Hubner
Roxanne & Scott Hughes
Sharon Iverson
Anne Jacobberger

Toris Jaeger
Elisabeth Jewel & John Smith
Steve & Pat Johnson
Lisa Jorgens
Kathleen Kolman & Stuart House
Tyson Krumholtz, Former OUSD Trustee
Bill Judge, Former Orinda Mayor 
Joey Judge
Nancy Kaible, Former OUSD Trustee 
Linda Landau, Former OUSD Trustee
Jim Landau
Bobbie Landers, Former Orinda Mayor
Mark LeHocky
David Levin & Kristine Hubner
David & Elizabeth Libby
Kathryn Macbride & Stephen Isaacs
Cinda & Tom MacKinnon
Janet Maimone
Ruth Majdrakoff
Madelyn Mallory & Mark Bresnik, MD
Lacey & Jim Marchetti
April & Gordon Matthews
David Mayeri
Mary & Mark Maxson
Joan & Frank Maxwell
Bob McCleary
Tom McCormick, Former Orinda Mayor
Christina McCormick
Bruce McGurk & Jan Cushman
Abraham B. Mintz
Jared & Jan Miyamoto-Mills
Joe Moran
Hillary Murphy
Melba Muscarolas
Eartha Newsong

Annie Notthoff & Dwight Holing
Bill & Alice Noyes
Ricki & Glenn Oleon
Julie Wood Oliver
Lynn Olson, Former OUSD Trustee
Alissa Lille
Carol & Mark Penskar
Len Phillips
Carolyn Phinney
Allan & Kit Prager
Nancy & Norman Price
Brian Purcell
Betsy & Dana Ream
Beth Reynolds & Ted Cassman
Ben & Janet Riley
Roxanne & Scott Rhoades
Claire & Mark Roberts
Mike & Ginny Ross
Steve & Julie Ross
Pat Rudebusch, Former OUSD Trustee
Al & Maxine Satake
Chris Severson, Former OUSD Trustee
Sue Severson, Former Orinda Mayor
Ralph Severson
Diane & Tim Sharp
Joel Sheiman
Victoria Smith, Former Orinda Mayor
Wick Smith
Todd & Laurie Smith
Melissa Sovozool
Bill Staggs
Pamela & Clint Stefan
David & Martha  De Laveaga Stewart
Carl Stoney
Margaret Stewart & Severin Borenstein

Ernie and Noah Schulze
Jack Sweitzer
Pam & Larry Sullivan
Merily Taylor
Mary Alice Townsend
Bob & Maryett Thompson
Tina Tierney
Ann Tipton & Michael Hofmayer
Rosemary & Patrick Tool
Doreen & Bill Wagner
Gerry & Clark Wallace
Sheila Wendt
Gayl Westendorf & Laura Kim
Richard & Pamela Westin
Arlene & Jeff White
Paul & Barbara Winters 
Diane Wolcott
Tom Worth
Vicky Yancey
Molly Young
Mahboud & Nicky Zabetian
Rachel Zenner
Midge Zischke
Michael Zischke & Nadine Sponamore
Jane Zuercher
Partial list.  
Titles for identification purposes only.

PEOPLE WE TRUST SUPPORT AMY WORTH FOR ORINDA CITY COUNCIL

Paid for by Friends to Elect Amy Worth to the Orinda City Council 2018 ID #982411 AmyWorthforOrinda.com

ELECTED OFFICIALS 
Mark DeSaulnier, U.S. Congressman
Ellen Tauscher, Former U.S. Congresswoman
Steve Glazer, State Senator, 
Joan Buchanan, Former Assemblywoman
Candace Anderson, Contra Costa County Supervisor
Inga Miller, Orinda Vice Mayor
Darlene Gee, Orinda City Council Member
Dean Orr, Orinda City Council Member
Susie Epstein, Acalanes Union High School District Trustee
Cara Hoxie, Orinda Union School District Trustee
Julie Rossiter, Orinda Union School District Trustee
Hillary Weiner, Orinda Union School District Trustee
Brad Barber, Moraga-Orinda Fire District Director
Mike McGill, Contra Costa Sanitary District Director
Vicki Gordon, Contra Costa Community College Board Member
Richard Rainey, Retired Contra Costa Sheriff and State Senator
Beverly Lane , East Bay Regional Park District Director
Gary Yancey, Retired Contra Costa District Attorney

Re-Elect Amy Worth

Orinda City Council
www.AmyWorth.org

On Tuesday, Nov. 6

“Tom and I moved to Orinda when we were 
starting our family, and it was one of  the best 

decisions of  our lives.”

By your side every step of the way

Lana Fitzpatrick

Top 100 Northern California 

925.872.4660
Lana@lanafi tzpatrick.com
www.lanafi tzpatrick.com
Cal DRE#01805218 
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Public Works inspector honored for service to Orinda residents
By Sora O’Doherty

Public Works Inspector Tod Fi-
erner was honored for his dedi-

cation to the residents of Orinda 
by the City Council on Oct. 16.  
Homeowner Lee Munroe of Easton 
Court had written to City Manager 
Steve Salomon praising Fierner 
for interceding on his behalf with 
Pacifi c Gas and Electric Company 

regarding a dangerous tree on his 
property.  The large tree could fall 
at any time, and could cause a lot of 
damage to nearby electrical wires, 
but PG&E said that they could not 
help with the expense of removing 
the tree as it was on Munroe’s prop-
erty.  Munroe contacted the city, 
and Fierner went out and inspect-

ed the tree, agreeing that it could 
cause major damage and expense 
if it fell.  Fierner contacted PG&E, 
and, through his diligent interven-
tion, made the company realize that 
the expense of removing the tree 
would be far less than repairing the 
damage it might cause if it fell.  
 Director of Public Works Larry 
Theis introduced Fierner, speaking 
about how he goes out of the way, 
beyond the normal, to serve the 
people of Orinda, and how much 
he enjoyed working with him. “Tod 
puts on the most miles in the city,” 
Theis said, “going from site to site 
every day.” The fi rst face many res-
idents meet when they contact the 
city, Fierner responds very quickly,  
Theis added, “sometimes more 
quickly than expected: ‘I’ll be there 
in 10 minutes!’”
 “I don’t do my job to get hon-
ors,” Fierner said. “I love the city 
of Orinda.  When I wake up in the 
morning, its not like I’m going to 

work.  I like to hit the ground run-
ning. I get to talk to all kinds of 
people.  What I try to do 99 percent 
of the time is to meet people in per-
son.  Sometimes they love me, and 
sometimes they hate me, but nine 
times out of 10 they walk away sat-
isfi ed” after a face-to-face meeting.
 Council member Dean Orr 
praised Fierner as “the coolest, 
calmest, most collected individu-
al,” who deals with whatever di-
saster befalls the city, such as the 
Miner Road sinkhole.  Mayor Amy 
Worth added that she and Fierner 
were the fi rst people on the scene 
when that sinkhole occurred in Jan-
uary 2017. Council member Eve 
Phillips noted that Fierner “gets 
to work at all the worst times” and 
Vice Mayor Inga Miller praised his 
work on the problems encountered 
on Orchard Road during the East 
Bay Municipal Utility District pipe 
repairs in the summer of 2017.

Tod Fierner Photo Sora O’Doherty

Orinda accepts 
53 Rheem Blvd. easement; 
homeowners threaten suit
By Sora O’Doherty

Despite an emotional plea from 
homeowner Dawnell DeSpain 

of 53 Rheem Blvd., the Orinda City 
Council on Oct. 16 voted unani-
mously to rescind its previous re-
fusal to accept the offer of an ease-
ment path across the property and 
to accept the easement. A few days 
later, attorney Nathan L. Scheg 
wrote to the council and demanded 
that they immediately rescind that 
action.  The basis for the demand 
is that, according to Scheg, the sub-
division that includes the DeSpain 
parcel fronts upon a public stream, 
San Pablo Creek.  Scheg argues 
that this fact brings into play Cali-
fornia Government Code section 
66477.2 which, Scheg says, means 
that the city had only fi ve years in 
which to accept the easement, and, 
having failed to do so, the easement 
was extinguished.
 Following a special meeting of 
the city council on Oct. 23 to con-
sider, in closed session, the threat of 
litigation by the DeSpains, city at-
torney Osa Wolff responded to the 
DeSpain’s attorney on Oct. 24.  She 
disagreed with Scheg’s arguments.  
She pointed out that the creek is 

private, not public, and that the trail 
easement’s purpose is not to pro-
vide access to the creek or its banks 
but to connect to Parkway Court.  
Also, while, in Wolff’s opinion, the 
trail easement does not legally de-
pend on there being direct benefi t to 
the residents of Subdivision MSO 
05-951, she found that such benefi t 
does exist.  However, she added, 
city staff identifi ed technical issues 
relating to recording the resolution 
and have therefore calendared a 
consent item for Oct. 30 to rescind 
and replace the resolution adopted 
on Oct. 16.  The city, she said, re-
mains committed to continued 
good-faith settlement discussions.
 A public hearing had been 
scheduled for Oct. 26 on the De-
Spain’s application for an excep-
tion permit to construct a fence 
that exceeds the six-foot maximum 
height limit of the Orinda Munici-
pal Code. The DeSpains wished to 
build a seven-foot fence. However 
the hearing was canceled, because, 
according to Associate Planner 
Adam Foster, the zoning adminis-
trator lacked suffi cient information 
to rule on the application. 

ConnectOrinda launched in Orinda
By Sora O’Doherty

Residents were served refresh-
ments and asked what chang-

es they want to see in downtown 
Orinda at the Oct. 13 launch event 
for ConnectOrinda,  the city of 
Orinda’s Downtown Streetscape 
Master Plan project.  Participants 
took time to write suggestions on 
a large map provided, and Plan-

ning Director Drummond Buckley 
and Assistant Planner Adam Foster  
and others conducted walking tours 
through the village and the theater 
district, also known as the cross-
roads sections of Orinda.
 The fi rst walking tour was of 
the village and was led by land-
scape architect and urban planner 

John Gibbs, principal at WRT, an 
Oakland-based urban design fi rm. 
Community groups (Friends of 
Orinda Creeks and Orinda Vision) 
served as volunteer docents at cer-
tain points along the tour.
 ... continued on Page A9

Photo Sora O’Doherty
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We off er both a relaxed atmosphere and 

a sports bar, something for families, 

couples, students and seniors. On the 

menu you’ll see many of Roman Italian 

specialities, from the classic bruschetta 

made with melted fontina cheese and 

sautéed mushrooms to mista and 

arugula salads, an array of wood-fi red 

pizzas and paninis, and no shortage of 

primis and seconds. The restaurant has 

full bar and a generouse wine list.Find Us On

www.tavernapellegrini.com   •   www.pizzapellegrini.com

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted 
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COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

COLDWELL BANKER

Lafayette  | $2,475,000
Private 5br/4ba includes bonus room w/own entry. Home sits on over an acre w/open concept living, updated kitchen, expansive views, landscaping, newer pool, spa & patio.

Kelly Crawford 925.998.5599
Kelly@KellyCrawfordHomes.com | CalRE #01327015

Coldwell Banker®  
Creates 
MORE  
CONNECTIONS 
Worldwide
With a global network of more than 92,000 agents in 3,000 offices and an online 

presence that attracts visitors from 226 countries and territories, Coldwell Banker
®

 

brings together more home buyers and sellers worldwide.  

The result? Your property will reach more agents and buyers, creating more 

opportunities for a quick sale.

Get more than you expect from a real estate company. Contact the Orinda office today.

A Real Estate Brokerage Lamorinda Can Trust.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Orinda Office 925.253.4600  |  5 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Teen center soft open goes well
By Sora O’Doherty

A somewhat surprised Recre-
ation Coordinator Jackson 

Stearns watched teens chatting 
on soft furnishings, playing pool, 
foosball and video games on the 
fi rst open day of the new Orinda 
teen center, located in the same 
space that earlier in the day hosts 
Kindergym.  “I guess it is a case of 
‘If you build it, they will come,’” 
he mused.  The project had been a 
long-term goal of the Orinda Teen 
Advisory Council.  
 As Miramonte High School 

students got off County Connection 
buses at the Orinda Library stop, 
they were met by OTAC member 
Sarah Aoki with fl yers advertising 
the new teen center.  And appar-
ently the effort paid off, because 
soon the center was busy with 
teens lounging on the large bean 
bag chairs, playing various games, 
or just relaxing and chatting.  Some 
brought in food, others availed of 
the snacks and drinks provided by 
the center.
 Stearns said that OTAC has 

been around for about 30 years and 
consists of middle and high school 
students interested in city govern-
ment. About 10 years ago, OTAC 
came close to opening a teen center 
in a building near Café Europa, ac-
cording to Stearns. When he started 
working for Orinda in 2017, Stea-
rns found the project, dusted it off 
and revived it.  Over the summer he 
met with City Manager Steve Salo-
mon, who agreed with the project, 
but pointed out that there wasn’t 
much funding available.  
 As part of the Community Park 
remodel, the space that had been 
exclusively used by Kindergym is 
now a multi-purpose center being 
shared by several groups. Stearns 
has obtained supplies and equip-
ment to create a place for students 
from middle school and high school 
to hang out after school.
 The center will be open from 
Monday through Thursday from 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. for now, until the 
level of interest can be evaluated. 
There will be adult supervision dai-
ly; either Stearns or another staff 
member will be present.
 

Sarah Aoki, right, passes out fl yers for the new Teen Center.
Photo Sora O’Doherty

Scarecrows brighten 
downtown Orinda

The Orinda Garden Club’s annual installation of scarecrows in Orinda 
offer a colorful reminder of the season.  – S. O’Doherty

Photo Sora O’Doherty
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Integrity       Knowledge       Results

The local market remains very strong due to very short
supply and high demand. There's still time this year to

take advantage of  the extremely favorable seller's market. 

Call me today for a free consult and personalized plan 
that will net you top $ for your home!

Frank Woodward 
Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963 
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Now is a great time to sell a home!

CalBRE#01335916

Thinking of Selling your Home?
 Home sales are slowing now due to seasonal demand, 
rising mortgage rates and buyer fatigue. For 2019, economists
predict strong local demand with stable pricing.

 Call me for a confi dential review of your objectives, a
personalized fi x-up and marketing plan, and to discuss how we
will maximize your net return. Now is the time to plan.
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ConFire 
Board of Directors
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber room 107, Administration 
Building, 651 Pine St., Martinez. For 
meeting times and agendas, visit http://alturl.com/5p9pu.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
Board of Directors
Wednesday, Nov. 7, 7 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting 
location, times and agendas.  
Visit www.mofd.org

Fire Districts Public Meetings

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your 
community.  Send a letter to the editor:

 letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Orinda Police Department 
Incident Summary Report 
Oct. 7 - Oct. 20
Alarms    49
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 7 
Traffi c    96
Suspicious Circumstances  8
Suspicious Subjects    12 
Suspicious Vehicles   13
Patrol Request/ Security Check  29
Service to Citizen    37
Supplemental Report  19
Vacation House Check  26
Welfare Check    7

Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary 
 Bates Blvd./Davis Rd.
 Orinda Theater
Hit And Run Misdemeanor 
 Rite Aid
Reckless Driving
  Beverages And More
 Moraga Way/Coral Dr.
 San Pablo Dam Rd./Bear 
        Creek Rd.
 Camino Pablo/Claremont Ave.
 Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Throw From Moving Vehicle    
 Barbara Rd./Spring Rd.
Traffi c Hazard 
 100 Block Block Rheem Blvd.
 Rheem Blvd./Glorietta Blvd.
 100 Block Spring Rd.
 Moraga Way/Eastwood Dr.
 Estates Dr./Orchard Rd.
 Safeway
Vehicle Theft 
 500 Block Tahos Rd.

Other criminal activity
Battery 
 Wilder Sports Fields
Dependent Adult Abuse
  Orinda Senior Village
 10 Block Ramona Dr.
Grand Theft 
 Safeway
Grand Theft From Vehicle
 Wilder Sports Fields
Identity Theft 
 First Republic Bank
Petty Theft 
 Del Rey School
 Police Department
Petty Theft From Vehicle
 10 Block Idyll Ct.
Vandalism 
 10 Block Orinda Way
 Nation’s
 80 Block Davis Rd.
 Camino Pablo/North Ln.
 600 Block Crossridge Terrace
Warrant Arrest 
 7700 Block Edgewater Dr., 
         Oakland

Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing the Peace
  Brookside Rd./Moraga Way
Drunk In Public
 Beverages And More
Loud Music 
 10 Block La Campana Rd. (2)
Loud Music 
 Lombardy Ln./Irving Ln.
Loud Noise 
 Ivy Dr./Moraga Way
Loud Party 
 Lombardy Ln./Van Ripper Ln.
Phone Harass 
 40 Block Ivy Dr.
Public Nuisance 
 Camino Pablo/Miner Rd.
School Assembly Check
  Sleepy Hollow School
 MHS (3)
 Del Rey Elementary
 Orinda Intermediate School

Other
 Accident Injury
  Woodland Rd./Moraga Way
 Moraga Way/Coral Dr.
 Wilder Sports Fields
Accident Property
  400 Block Moraga Way
 100 Block Glorietta Blvd.
 Police Department
Panhandling
 Nation’s

Lafayette residential occupancy fire 
inspections nearly complete
By Nick Marnell

The Contra Costa County Fire 
Protection District made 

several changes to its fi re preven-
tion bureau in order to catch up 
on past due fi re inspections and 
Fire Chief Jeff Carman has as-
sured Lafayette residents that all 
mandated residential occupancy 
inspections will have been com-
pleted by the end of the year.
 Schools and residential occu-
pancies with three or more dwell-
ing units are subject to mandatory 
annual fi re inspections. The dis-
trict fell behind with its inspec-
tions after the recession due to 
budget cutbacks and the inability 
to hire qualifi ed personnel and, 
according to Carman, ConFire 
had to prioritize the inspections, 
doing those that could cause 
the largest loss of life and prop-

erty fi rst, such as residential care 
homes. 
 With improved fi nances and 
a sharper focus on the lagged 
inspections, ConFire hired four 
new fi re inspectors in the summer 
and reassigned two inspectors 
from the engineering department 
to help out with the backlog; it 
also stopped assisting the East 
Contra Costa Fire Protection Dis-
trict with fi re inspections in order 
to concentrate on its own work-
load. ConFire then hired several 
temporary clerks to input the data 
for the fi eld inspectors, which 
allowed the inspectors to spend 
more time in the fi eld. The dis-
trict also added a temporary fi re 
inspector.
 The larger staff allowed Con-
Fire to complete its inspections 
of the 11 Lafayette education fa-
cilities in June and to tackle the 
inspections of the city’s 159 com-
mercial residential structures.  
 A random review of Lafay-
ette inspection reports, from a 
fourplex on Bickerstaff Street to 
the iconic Lafayette Park Hotel, 
showed that the most common 
violations included failure to ser-
vice fi re extinguishers, inspect 
sprinkler systems and test fi re 
alarms. Occasionally, a structure 
received a “No violations” re-
port, as did the building on Bick-
erstaff. The hotel was cited for 
repairs needed on its fi re doors, 

which must not only close but 
latch shut to stop smoke and fi re 
from spreading into corridors and 
stairs. “We installed new hallway 
carpet with a higher pile so the 
doors were not completely clos-
ing on their own,” said Nick Bo-
zych, Lafayette Park Hotel gen-
eral manager. “The doors were 
shaved and the doors close prop-
erly now.”
 Fire Prevention Capt. Steve 
Aubert conducted an inspection 
of a Lafayette apartment com-
plex. “We don’t schedule these 
visits. You want to see things on 
their worst day,” he said.  
 Aubert fi rst checked that the 
fi re roads were properly marked, 
and that the fi re hydrants were not 
blocked. He saw the structure had 
a sprinkler system, so he checked 
the post indicator valve – the 
valve that controls the sprinkler 
system. It was operational. The 
fi re department connection inlets 
were accessible and functioning, 
ensuring an adequate water sup-
ply.  
 “We are not allowed to go 
into individual apartments,” Au-
bert said, as he inspected the in-
door common areas, corridors, 
hallways and elevators. He found 
his fi rst violation along one of the 
inside walls: the fi re extinguisher 
was not stamped as tested. 
 Fire rated doors were inspect-
ed for smoke seals. The elevator 

was tested.  Aubert checked the 
horn strobe system, which pro-
duces fl ashing light and a loud 
noise to alert those inside or out-
side the building.  The captain 
inspected the fi re alarm control 
panel – the controlling component 
which makes sure all systems are 
being monitored. He checked for 
lighting on exit signs, and pointed 
out numerous other items that a 
layperson would probably never 
think twice about. 
 “Our job is to educate the 
property owners and managers. 
They aren’t trained in any of 
this,” Aubert said.
 In October, ConFire saw the 
departure of its fi re marshal, who 
had assured management that all 
mandated residential fi re inspec-
tions were on track for comple-
tion by Dec. 31. Not wanting to 
lose momentum, Carman imme-
diately appointed Deputy Chief 
Lewis Broschard as the interim 
fi re marshal, a job Broschard pre-
viously held for the district.
 “We are both working on the 
basis that the inspections will be 
done by that date,” Carman said.

Aubert tests the fi re department connection.

ConFire Capt. Steve Aubert pre-
pares to inspect the post indicator 
valve.             Photos Nick Marnell

ConFire’s Carman named fire chief  of  the year
By Nick Marnell

The California Fire Chiefs 
Association named Contra 

Costa County Fire Protection 

District Chief Jeff Carman as 
its 2018 statewide fi re chief of 
the year at its annual conference 
in Sacramento. The Ronny Jack 
Coleman award is named after 
retired State Fire Marshal Ronny 
Coleman and recognized Carman 
as a role model for all fi re chiefs 
in the state as demonstrated 
through his leadership and man-
agement, not only with ConFire 
but also regionally and statewide. 
 “We are so proud that Chief 
Carman has been recognized for 
his achievements,” said Karen 
Mitchoff, chair of the Contra 
Costa County Board of Supervi-
sors. “We are fortunate to have 
him serve our community, and 
congratulate him and those who 
support him on this special rec-
ognition from his peers.”  The 

county board of supervisors, 
which doubles as the ConFire 
board of directors, recognized 
Carman during its Oct. 9 meet-
ing. 
 Jeff Meston, president of the 
fi re chiefs association and fi re 
chief of the South Lake Tahoe 
Fire Department, specifi cally 
praised Carman’s efforts in se-
curing state funding for preposi-
tioning of  local strike teams and 
for the formation of the Alliance, 
the partnership between ConFire 
and American Medical Response  
to deliver emergency medical 
service to the bulk of Contra 
Costa County. “Agencies all over 
the state are watching the prog-
ress of that EMS model,” said 
Meston, who also noted that 22 
different local strike teams had 

been prepositioned throughout 
the state by mid-October thanks 
in large part to Carman’s efforts. 
Fire resources have been prepo-
sitioned four times throughout 
Contra Costa County in response 
to red fl ag warnings this fi re sea-
son.  
 “It was quite a surprise,” 
Carman told his Advisory Fire 
Commission Oct. 8 of the award. 
“I haven’t done anything on my 
own, but it’s been a team effort. 
And I hope that we can continue 
that effort. I accept that award 
on behalf of the whole organiza-
tion.”

% % %

Compare Our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit Minimum deposit Minimum deposit

APY* APY* APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/23/2018. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to 
$250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account 
ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs 
can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in 
market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Fred Steingraf 
Financial Advisor

1854 Tice Valley Blvd 
Walnut Creek, CA 94595 
925-938-3411

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Police Departments
Moraga Police 
Department 
Incident 
Summary 
Report 
Oct. 9 - Oct. 14  
Alarms  5
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 1
Traffi c  35
Suspicious Circumstances   7
Suspicious Subject  4 
Suspicious Vehicle    2 
Service to Citizen  20
Patrol Request/ Security Check 8
Supplemental Report 5
Welfare Check  4

Vehicle violations
DUI Misd 
 Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.
Excessive Speed
 Rheem Blvd./Park St.
 Moraga Way/Camino Ricardo
Hit And Run Felony
  Safeway
Reckless Driving
  Seven Eleven
 Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Traffi c Hazard 
 Somewhere on Moraga Rd
 St. Marys Rd./Bollinger Canyon

Other criminal activity
Battery 
 Campolindo High School
Shoplift 
 Safeway
Vandalism
  Joaquin Moraga Int. School

Nuisance to the Community
Civil Disturbance
  400 Block Center St.
Loud Music
  100 Block Donald Dr.
Public Assembly Check
  500 Block Moraga Rd.
Public Nuisance 
 Via Granadaiquintas Ln.

Other
Mentally Ill Commit
  St. Mary’s College
 Williams Dr./Haven Ct.

4

Jeff  Carman Lamo archive
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Paid Political Advertisement

Orinda, This is�Your�  

Ticket to a Better Downtown

Vote Dennis, Nick and Amy for City Council - 2018

We are�Orindans for a Better Downtown supporting Dennis Fay, Nick Kosla and Amy Worth  
for City Council 2018 FPPC�#Pending

This ad was not authorized or paid for by a�candidate for this office or a committee  
controlled by a candidate for this office.�

Vernon G McCalla 
Coldwell Banker - Orinda

925-639-0068
Vern.mccalla@camoves.com
CalBRE 01970006

Vernon G McCalla 
Coldwell Banker - Orinda

925-639-0068
Vern.mccalla@camoves.com
CalBRE 01970006

Downtown retail workshop 
... continued from Page A2
The responses included a shortage 
of qualifi ed labor, a lack of con-
venient parking, the high costs of 
rent and tenant improvement and, 
for some more than others, the ef-
fect of the internet on business.
 As for the positives of doing 
business in the city, all agreed that 
customer loyalty and an affl uent 
demographic were strong pluses 
in Lafayette.
 Blodgett pointed out that 
although his product could be 
bought online, “We are unique in 
service. People want to shop lo-
cally,” he said.
 “What can the city do to 
help?” asked Srivatsa. “I would 
love to see the Happy Valley 
Shopping Center remodeled,” an-
swered Collier. Perlmutter agreed 
and made the point that some 
blocks, such as the one that used 
to be home to the Rustic Tavern, 
lack beauty and need external im-
provement. She urged the city to 
consider encouragement of arts 
and culture downtown.
 Blodgett raised the question of 
zoning, saying there is a need to 

streamline city processes, loosen 
zoning restrictions and create a 
synergy between businesses and 
retail.
 But it was Ford who answered 
both the question of how the city 
can help, and Srivatsa’s fi nal 
question regarding their vision for 
the city in the future with his com-
ment on making the downtown 
more pedestrian-friendly. 
 Council Member Ivor Samson 
made the point that, in order to 
create a pedestrian-friendly envi-
ronment, Lafayette needs unique 
retailers to offer places that pedes-
trians want to go. Ford agreed and 
said that fi lling empty spots with 
the right tenants would be one 
of the several components of the 
solution, along with having more 
lighting to make the city more 
night-friendly for pedestrians.
 Overall, the discussion echoed 
many of the points raised at the 
fi rst workshop back in July. Resi-
dents are encouraged to weigh in 
on the discussion via the online 
www.lafayettelistens.com forum.

Judge sides with Save 
Lafayette Trees
... continued from Page A1
 Dawson explains their hope for 
the meeting. “We’d hope the city 
might dedicate resources to an in-
dependent analysis of pipeline risks 
in our community. We are looking 
forward to taking both PG&E and 
the CPUC up on their commit-
ments to further engagement to cre-
ate what we are dubbing an alliance 
for community pipeline safety. 
 “Our proposal for this group 
would be to have a community spe-

cifi c pipeline integrity management 
program in place, based on an in-
dependent assessment, so the pub-
lic can be assured each part of the 
gas pipeline system in Lafayette 
is known and accounted for, and 
threats are known, ranked, and ad-
dressed in order of reducing safety 
risks,” Dawson continues. “That 
basically is our pitch to getting to 
trust. ... turning words into action.”

Jeff  Snell & Lynda Snell ~ Your Real Estate Resource

Search MLS, Buyer and Seller tools and Coming Soon Listings @ www.jeff snell.com

Lynda Snell & Jeff  Snell
Your Real Estate Resource

    (925) 683-2600      (925) 765-8700
 Lynda@lyndasnell.com  |  Jeff@jeffsnell.com
          CalBRE#00700106                  CalBRE@01333422

Super Sharp with lots of charm. 

Beautifully remodeled 4 bedroom, 3 bath on 
large, private .43 acre lot offering grass play 
area & decks that are great for entertaining. 

Located in private & convenient central 
Lafayette location. 

“Perfect in every way”. 
Offered for $1,395,000

Coming soon

Virtual tour, more photos, and more at 
www.3140Maryola.com

ConnectOrinda launched
... continued from Page A6
 The second walking tour of 
the theater district and the area 
between the two sides of down-
town was led by Ryan McClain, 
principal at Fehr and Peers, a 
Walnut Creek-based transporta-
tion planning fi rm. Community 
groups (Save Orinda and the 
Orinda Historical Society) served 
as volunteer docents along cer-
tain points of that tour.  
 Copies of the ConnectO-
rinda Briefi ng Book prepared by 
Eisen|Letunic were distributed.  
The Briefi ng Book contains per-
tinent facts and fi gures regarding 
downtown Orinda gathered by 
staff and consultants during the 
fi rst phase of the project.
 For children and teens, there 
were scavenger hunts, with small 
prizes for all participants and 
case prizes for the winners in 
each category. Both scavenger 

hunts were developed with input 
from the Orinda Teen Advisory 
Council. 
 Following the collection of 
public input, the next stage in the 
process will be in January when 
there will be a meeting to pres-
ent a summary of the community 
feedback and three different sets 
of near-term projects and longer-
term visions that represent the 
range of comments.
 Residents of Orinda can con-
tinue to provide input by fi lling 
out online surveys and submit-
ting comments regarding specifi c 
places or points on an interactive 
map at http://connectorindasur-
vey.fehrandpeers.net/.
 More information regarding 
the ConnectOrinda project is 
available at http://www.cityofo-
rinda.org/connectorinda.

Poppies for Veterans Day 
raise much needed funds
By Sora O’Doherty

Veterans Day will be commem-
orated this year on Sunday, 

Nov. 11.  On the weekend before 
that day, and on the day itself, vet-
erans wearing their caps will be dis-
tributing poppies in remembrance 
of those who have served and those 
who were lost, according to Terry 
Murphy, senior vice commander 
and service offi cer of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 8063 and com-
mander for VFW District 10, which 
consists of 18 posts in three coun-
ties. Poppies will be distributed in 
the U.S., Canada, England, Hol-
land, France, Australia and New 
Zealand as well as other countries, 
said Murphy, who spoke during the 
public forum at the Oct. 16 Orinda 
City Council meeting. 
 Donations to the VFW are re-
stricted by their charter and bylaws 
to be used to help veterans in need.  
Murphy says that unlike many oth-
er groups that say they are helping 
veterans, the VFW has no overhead 
for this program. The local Post has 
been in existence as long as Orinda 
has been a city, and in all that time, 

Murphy says, no member has even 
asked to be reimbursed for their 
mileage.
 Donations are used to help lo-
cal veterans on fi xed incomes and 
in need of medical equipment. 
Thousands of pre-paid credit cards 
sent to the Veterans Center in Con-
cord are used to help returning vet-
erans looking for jobs or going to 
school on the GI Bill. Large dona-
tions have also been sent to victims 
of hurricane Harvey and, last year, 
to help the victims of the North 
County fi res, including both veter-
ans and others in need. According 
to Murphy, the list of individuals 
and organizations helped by the 
VFW goes on and on, from local 
scouting troops and packs to his-
torical societies.
 “When you see one of us wear-
ing our funny little caps, be it at the 
Post Offi ce or Diablo Foods, please 
stop by, say ‘Hi’ and pick up a pop-
py and, if you want, make a dona-
tion,” Murphy said, adding, “We 
will put the money to good use.”

Paid for by the mayors listed above.

 We are nine former mayors of Lafayette, and 

we are dismayed by what many see as the negative 

campaign rhetoric used by two of the fi ve Lafayette 

City Council candidates. In contrast, Teresa 

Gerringer, Karen Maggio and Dave Smith are 

conducting positive campaigns. 

 Negative campaigns are infrequent in 

Lafayette’s 50-year history, and the candidates 

promoting them have always been rejected by 

voters. In the past we have had civil discourse 

and issue discussions during campaigns. When 

disagreements arose, they were issue-oriented and 

without personal attacks. 

 We are upset by the exaggerations, 

misstatements, and half-truths at candidates’ night 

and in campaign material and campaign ads. Most 

especially, we are dismayed by the rhetoric against 

our volunteer commissioners and our City Manager, 

Steve Falk, who is one of the most respected 

city managers in California. Lafayette is run on 

a balanced budget, with ample reserves and no 

pension debt. Few cities can boast these facts. Aft er 

28 years of exemplary service, no one, especially 

Steve, should be treated with such disrespect. 

 Th e attacks on the Planning Commissioners 

and the City Manager are an attack on us and the 

voters who elected us. We hired the City Manager 

and appointed the volunteers who served on our 

commissions. We, as Mayors and council members, 

made the policies carried out by the City Manager 

and commissioners. We are proud of our decisions 

and are honored by the service that so many have 

given. Just look at the improvements to our city since 

its incorporation, and you will appreciate the hard 

work that our volunteers and professional staff  have 

accomplished. Lafayette’s meetings adhere to the state 

“sunshine” laws for open meetings, and we discipline 

those who have run afoul of these laws. Th e city 

works with all our citizens to get their input. 

 We need council members who can forge 

agreements with each other and with neighboring 

jurisdictions. Why is this important? Take traffi  c as 

an example. Traffi  c is a regional issue and we must 

elect council members who are collaborative in 

nature, not confrontational, to work cooperatively 

with the nearby cities whose drivers impact our 

roads. 

 We support Teresa Gerringer and Karen 

Maggio, who are positive, proactive hard-working 

volunteers whose years of dedication to Lafayette 

distinguish them. 

 Teresa Gerringer served 19 years as an elected 

representative to the Lafayette School Board. She 

served 17 years on the Lafayette Community 

Foundation Board and was co-chair of the Lafayette 

Library Community Campaign, which raised $13 

million to build our award-winning library. 

 Karen Maggio is a former 10-year Planning 

Commissioner, served on the Vision 2000 Lafayette 

Library and Learning Center Committee, was a board 

member of Sustainable Lafayette, was vice chair of the 

Lafayette Environmental Task Force and a recipient of 

the Lafayette School PTA Leadership award. 

 We endorse and urge you to vote for Teresa 

and Karen. Th ey are the positive, experienced, 

dedicated, hard-working leaders Lafayette needs on 

the City Council. 

 Sincerely, 

Don Tatzin, Mayor 1986-87, 1991-92, 1996-97, 

           2001-02, 2008-09, 2013-14, 2017-18 

Mike Anderson, Mayor 2007-08, 2012-13, 2016-17 

Brandt Andersson, Mayor 2009-10, 2014-15 

Carol Federighi, Mayor 2002-03, 2006-07, 2011-12 

Carl Anduri, Mayor 2004-05, 2010-11 

Erling Horn, Mayor 1998-99, 2003-04 

Anne Grodin, Mayor 1993-94. 1997-98 

Judy Garvens, Mayor 1995-96 

Bob Fisher, Mayor 1970-71, 1974-75

— —
Dear Residents of Lafayette, 

Advertising
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Love Lafayette

Sadly, “Save Lafayette” has suc-
ceeded.
 They have succeeded in sav-
ing Lafayette from the most intel-
ligent, creative, honest, energetic, 
thoughtful and caring City Man-
ager we could ever hope to have.
Why, oh why if these people do not 
like how Lafayette is organized, 
don’t they move elsewhere and 
leave those of us who love Lafay-
ette in peace?
Mary Ann Hoisington
Lafayette

Danziger for MOFD District 3

I heartily endorse Steve Danziger 
for Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
3. I’ve known Steve since he was 
Scoutmaster of my son’s troop 16 
years ago. Steve is genuine, hon-
est and extremely capable with a 
great sense of humor. He has over 
20 years of public service experi-
ence, including as an Administra-
tive Manager with the Oakland Fire 
Department, and has the knowl-
edge and the background to hit the 
ground running. His goals include, 
but are not limited to, maintaining 
and enhancing fi re safety, being fi s-
cally responsible and accountable 
and strengthening relationships 
with the staff and the community. 
He will bring a knowledge, passion 
and experience that will help guide 
MOFD into the future. If you are 
in District 3, I urge you to vote for 
Steve Danziger on or before No-
vember 6th.
Susie Epstein
Orinda
Acalanes Union High School Gov-
erning Board

Steve Woehleke for council

I am writing to strongly and en-
thusiastically recommend that all 
Moragans cast their vote for Steve 
Woehleke for Moraga Town Coun-
cil.  My wife, Marianna Laurence, 
and I have lived in Moraga for 20 
years and have known Steve and 
his wife Peggy since our daughters 
became friends while attending 
Moraga’s public schools.  I have 
personally served as trustee on the 
Moraga School Board so under-
stand what it takes to be a success-
ful public servant representing our 
special community.   Since getting 
to know Steve, I have seen his un-
wavering commitment to our town 
demonstrated through sustained 
leadership serving on both the De-
sign Review Board and Moraga 
Planning Commission.  This ex-
emplary level of service combined 
with Steve’s education background 
and professional experience make 
him an ideal candidate to serve on 
our Town Council at this critical 
time.  What we need most now is a 
seasoned leader who brings an ob-
jective, analytical and disciplined 
approach to decision-making.   
Steve has the temperament and 
expertise to set the right priorities, 
taking into account sound manage-
ment of our fi scal resources and 
physical assets while keeping in 
mind the quality of life we enjoy.  
Steve uniquely brings these critical 
leadership and business skills to the 
table.   We can count on Steve to be 
laser-focused on immediate critical 
issues without losing sight of the 
need to plan for the future.  Steve’s 
platform says it best, “Better deci-
sions.  Better outcomes.” 
 Please join Marianna and me 
and vote for Steve Woehelke for 
Moraga Town Council. 
Steve Hirsch
Moraga

Susan Candell and Ivor Samson 
for Lafayette City Council

We are so fortunate to live in this 
small tightknit community where 
volunteering is the norm and where 
we all know one another.  Most 
of the candidates running for City 
Council have served our commu-
nity in many ways, for many years.  

 But unfortunately, simply being 
involved in our community isn’t 
enough for someone to earn our 
vote.  Our vote needs to be based 
on issues and facts, voting records 
and the candidate’s philosophical 
ideas about our community and 
how it should be governed.  
 For me, it is simple. I am vot-
ing for the two candidates that I 
feel have the professional experi-
ence and technical background that 
we need, the sincere willingness to 
listen to all sides and work together 
on issues, the strength to stand up 
for their constituents on diffi cult is-
sues, and the integrity that will help 
them guide our city. 
So before you cast your vote, I en-
courage you to ask all the candi-
dates questions, attend a meet and 
greet, read their websites or fl yers.  
Make sure that your priorities align 
with theirs, and that you share the 
same vision for Lafayette.  
 If you do, I am convinced you 
will come up with the same answer 
as me.  While we have fi ve nice 
people running for offi ce, Susan 
and Ivor are the best qualifi ed can-
didates to lead our city.  They have 
earned my vote. 
Traci Reilly
Former Vice Mayor 2015, City 
Council Member 2012-2016

Bauer-Kahan and immigration
 
In this election, our values matter 
more than ever before. The Trump 
Administration has acted com-
pletely antithetical to American 
values by instituting a Muslim ban 
and separating children from their 
parents. Rebecca Bauer-Kahan is 
the only candidate running for As-
sembly who has stood up to Trump 
time after time. When the Adminis-
tration announced the Muslim ban, 
Rebecca rushed to SFO to coordi-
nate legal services for those impact-
ed. As the granddaughter of Holo-
caust survivors, Rebecca is paying 
it forward, to provide refugees and 
immigrants the ability to strive for 
the American Dream that her own 
grandparents had. In offi ce, Rebec-
ca will continue to fi ght the Admin-
istration’s anti-immigrant policies, 
including ensuring state resources 
aren’t used to divide children from 
their parents.  I’ve known Rebecca 
for years as a valued member of our 
community. She’s a person of char-
acter and integrity, with a strong 
moral compass, who always stands 
up to injustice and fi ghts for what’s 
right.  She is the clear choice for 
Assembly District 16.
Tamara Ireland Stone
Orinda

No on Prop 8

I am a client of the Fresenius di-
alysis clinic in Walnut Creek.  The 
care I have received at this facility 
is anything but what is depicted by 
the “YES” on 8 television com-
mercials. The staff is well trained, 
attentive and obsessed with clean-
liness and maintaining sterility.  I 
have never seen a client/staff ratio 
of less than 5:1. This, in addition 
to nurses and doctors who are on 
site. Contrary to what is depicted in 
the “Yes on 8” commercials, I have 
never seen any cockroaches and the 
only bloodstains I have seen are my 
own.
 While some patients may be 
charged $150,000 for treatment, 
the reality is, under Federal law, 
the vast majority of dialysis pa-
tients are covered under Medicare. 
In my case Fresenius bills Medi-
care $4,952 for each treatment – 3 
times per week.  Medicare “al-
lows” $345!  I’m not smart enough 
to know if Fresenius charges too 
much or Medicare allows too lit-
tle. However, it does not appear 
that Fresenius is coining money. 
Their annual report confi rms this: 
In 2017, they reported net income 
of $1.3 billion. Euros on revenues 
of $17.8 billion. Euros, a 7.3 per-
cent profi t margin.  The average for 
Fortune 500 fi rms in 2017 was 11 
percent.

 Even the smart money on Wall 
Street agrees they are not coining 
money. Their stock has seriously 
under performed the averages dur-
ing the two-year old bull market. 
(Fresenius is a German-based com-
pany whose stock is traded on the 
NYSE as FMC.) 
 We don’t need another costly, 
ineffi cient state bureaucracy moni-
toring the activities of dialysis clin-
ics. Medicare already keeps a tight 
reign on these facilities.
 Proposition 8 has nothing to do 
with patient care in dialysis clinics 
or its cost to the taxpayers. It is an 
attempt by the unions to organize 
the workers in these clinics and 
fatten their coffers with increased 
dues.
Steven Richards
Orinda

Bauer-Kahan gets my vote

As an attorney, I pride myself on 
being able to sift through inconsis-
tent facts and assertions; I search 
for hard evidence that will lead 
me to the truth. I am the recipient 
of multiple mailers from Catherine 
Baker that severely distort the truth 
about her record on environmental 
protection.  The California League 
of Conservation Voters carefully 
tallied up all of Baker’s votes and 
gave her a low grade on environ-
mental issues.  I am particularly 
repelled by Baker’s slanderous 
television ad implying that Bauer-
Kahan has taken bribes from lob-
byists.  The ad is almost identical 
to the one she ran against her op-
ponent in 2016.  I need a candidate 
who shares my values on environ-
mental protection and basic human 
decency.  Baker had demonstrated 
a lack of decency in her disgusting 
attacks on Bauer-Kahan.  Demo-
crat Rebecca Bauer-Kahan gets my 
vote!
Elaine Gerstler, Esq.
Orinda

In support of gun violence 
prevention laws

As a mother of three, I’m beyond 
concerned about the horrifi c, 
bloody gun violence in our schools.  
Children and teachers are dying – 
we have no more time to waste. We 
must elect leaders who will enact 
gun violence prevention laws right 
now.  I was upset to discover that 
my own Assemblymember, Catha-
rine Baker, did not support closing 
a loophole in 2017 to keep guns off 
school campuses (AB 424), even 
though her mailers say she sup-
ports gun safety. I am now support-
ing Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, who has 
pledged to vote on the side of gun 
sense every single time, to protect 
all human lives, especially those of 
our children.
Holly Grossman
Lafayette

Eve and Kathleen 
straightforward choice

Like many Orindans, my wife and 
I attended the City Council Forum 
to hear positions and responses to 
questions from the fi ve candidates.  
We thought the moderator did a 
good job asking a variety of ques-
tions that the audience submitted.  
She asked enough pertinent ques-
tions to clarify roughly two distinc-
tive perspectives among the candi-
dates.  
 As a long-term resident, active 
in volunteering and political affairs, 
I am concerned with maintaining 
our excellent schools (presumably 
all candidates are), safety, quality 
neighborhoods, and the semi-rural 
character of Orinda, the basis of 
our General Plan.   For those ques-
tioning “semi-rural character,” 
refer to the General Plan, (https://
www.cityoforinda.org/269/Gener-
al-Plan-Housing-Element Sections 
1,2,4,5).  Semi rural character in-
cludes the idea of “organic devel-
opment” – projects like the Mon-
tessori school, which would have 
been located in the old abandoned 

Phairs building site, that along with 
dozens of young mothers I strongly 
supported, and projects like Bella 
Oaks, which would have been 
across from the library.  In both 
cases, the developers went to great 
measures to comply with the Gen-
eral Plan and Orinda’s municipal 
code, including height and volume 
requirements.  The City Council 
at the time (except for incumbent 
Eve Phillips who supported Bella 
Oaks) killed both of these projects. 
Eve Phillips and Kathleen Jenkins, 
whom I know well, favor an “or-
ganic development” approach to 
improve Orinda’s downtown, and 
make it more vibrant.
 Listening to candidates Dennis 
Fay and Nick Kosla, I got the op-
posite impression and am troubled 
by their perspective.  Both said they 
viewed Orinda’s General Plan as a 
living document.  Both seemed less 
concerned with preserving Orinda’s 
semi-rural character.  Nick Kosla, 
thought the downtown should be 
more centralized.  This approach 
reminds me of The Urban Land 
Institute recommendations.  Those 
recommendations focus on ”hous-
ing as the value enhancer” theme 
(to fund the development).  As men-
tioned in their presentation, ULI 
recommended 240 new downtown 
condos, in six new buildings, with 
a six-story building height.  This 
seriously violates our general plan 
and semi-rural character, let alone 
numerous other problems.  My take 
away from the City Council Forum 
is that candidates Dennis Fay and 
Nick Kosla are in accord with this 
kind of vision for the downtown.  
 Of course these are my gen-
eralizations.  But for me, they are 
suffi ciently clear that voting for 
Kathleen Jenkins and incumbent 
Eve Phillips is the best choice for 
Orinda.  Be sure to vote.  It’s your 
city.
Chris Kniel
Orinda
 
Vote for Teresa Gerringer and 
Karen Maggio ... and also get 
involved!

As the mother of a 3 year old, a 
small business owner and someone 
who strives to be an active member 
of our community, I realize how 
much work it is to sometimes get 
out the door, never mind get big 
things done. It’s diffi cult and time 
consuming to navigate the system, 
learn all of the players and create 
the time to not only get involved, 
but also be a leader.
 There is value in years of ex-
perience in volunteering on school 
boards, a local commissions or citi-
zens task forces. For that reason, 
among others, I am supporting and 
voting for Teresa Gerringer and 
Karen Maggio in this election. 
 These two women are great 
examples of what it takes to be in-
vested in our community. Vote for 
Teresa and Karen.
Most of all, I encourage all of us to 
learn by their dedication to our city 
and get involved in whichever way 
you can. Yes, use social media to be 
engaged, and also vote and identify 
a civic passion to give your time. 
That is how we can all Love Lafay-
ette a bit better this Nov. 6.
Thanks!
Lauren McCabe Herpich
Lafayette

A vote for women’s rights

Many of my surgical patients are 
women with breast cancer, so I am 
naturally appalled at the Trump 
Administration’s efforts to severely 
rein in women’s rights, including 
limiting funding for critical wom-
en’s health programs. I was worried 
about these issues in California, 
so I did some research. Our As-
semblymember, Catharine Baker, 
opposed funding for the “Every 
Woman Counts” program that pro-
vides women in underserved com-
munities with cancer-prevention 
tests including clinical breast ex-
ams, pelvic exams, mammograms, 

and Pap tests. Baker also opposed 
the Reproductive Fact Act, which 
sought to protect women from unli-
censed medical providers. As a sur-
geon, I cannot in good conscience 
vote for Baker given her votes. I am 
voting for Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, 
who has pledged to reliably cham-
pion women’s rights.
Mary Cardoza, MD, FACS
Lafayette

Recommendations for Moraga 
Town Council

Dave Trotter:  Dave and I have not 
always seen eye to eye on some is-
sues, but we recently had an open 
and fair conversation about those 
subjects and walked away agreeing 
to let bygones stay there.  Dave is a 
tireless worker on Moraga’s behalf, 
a convincing mediator/negotiator, 
and a personable, congenial man.  
Notwithstanding, our past differ-
ences are outweighed by the con-
tinuity, intelligence and immense 
‘local knowledge’ and leadership 
he brings to our Town Council.
 Mike McCluer:  Mike is rela-
tively new to me, but the fi rst thing 
that struck me about this fellow 
was his upbeat, contagious and 
powerful personality.  Of course, 
I investigated his curriculum vitae 
and found him highly qualifi ed, 
including an MBA.  He has also 
worked with non-profi t groups rel-
ative to children and the homeless.  
I see him as a selfl ess man with 
boundless energy and optimism 
along with solid business experi-
ence and credentials.  It appears he 
has a realistic, broad-based view of 
our world and its problems.  
 He also appears to me, fi rst im-
pression, to be skilled at a natural 
discourse with folks unknown to 
him, affable and unassuming.
Woehleke:  The person or persons 
responsible for making election 
signs which appear to imply that 
McCluer and Woehleke are running 
in combination is blatantly false.  
McCluer has publicly denounced 
this peculiar practice.  These two 
men are very different in both their 
views and personalities.
 I cannot in good conscience 
recommend Steve Woehleke.  My 
own grandfather was a Civil Engi-
neer who described his own profes-
sional associates as “a group that 
looks through the wrong end of the 
telescope,” meaning they might be 
unaware and thus ignore many of 
the other myriad infl uences and el-
ements in play which may be im-
portant to a project’s impact and its 
infl uence at large.
 I fear he lacks the vision, tem-
perament and ‘people’ skills for it.  
He may be a good fi t for the Plan-
ning Commission, but certainly not 
the Town Council IMO.
Fritz Stoop 
Moraga

Gerringer for Lafayette City 
Council

We are writing this letter in support 
of Teresa Gerringer for the Lafay-
ette City Council.  
 We have worked closely with 
Teresa for years, including when 
she was Co-Chairman of the Fun-
draising Campaign for the magnifi -
cent Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center and also when she was a 
liaison from the Community Foun-
dation in building the Rotary stage 
at the Lafayette Reservoir.  From 
personal experience we know Te-
resa is trustworthy, hard-working, 
and smart. She knows how Lafay-
ette works and how to make it bet-
ter.
 On the City Council, she would 
work collaboratively and provide 
outstanding leadership for our town 
as it confronts issues of growth, 
housing, and traffi c.
 Please join us in voting for Te-
resa Gerringer for City Council on 
Nov. 6.
Dick and Robin Holt
Lafayette Co-Citizens of the Year, 
2017
 ... continued on Page A12
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VOTE the INDEPENDENT Fire Board  
Candidates who will represent our community, 

not special interests

Paid for by:  Lucy Talbot for MOFD 2018
Red Smith for MOFD 2018

Bell for MOFD 2018

Division 4, Central Orinda
www.LucyTalbot4MOFD.com

Independents’ Priorities: 

Improve Emergency  
Response Capabilities

Fund FIRE  
PREVENTION initiatives

Pay down $68 Million  
unfunded Pension Liability

1,000+ endorsements by Moraga-Orinda Voters

Why would the Fire Union PACs invest $22,700* for 3 volunteer board 

“Bell, Smith and Talbot are fair 

 
 

Steve Glazer, CA State Senator

*90% of Funding for Danziger, Donner, Baitx campaigns to 10/25/18, Contra Costa Co election data

Division 1, South Moraga  
www.Bell4MOFD.com

Division 3, West Orinda/Moraga 
www.VoteRedSmith.com 

Former Moraga town manager cleared of  wrongdoing
By Nick Marnell

Jill Keimach, the former Moraga 
town manager, was exonerated 

by the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Offi ce following a six-
month investigation into the le-

gality of a secret audio recording 
Keimach made of an Aug. 16, 2017 
meeting with two Alameda city 
council members, Jim Oddie and 
Malia Vella, while Keimach was 
the Alameda city manager. 
 It is illegal in California to re-
cord a conversation without permis-
sion of all parties, but state law per-
mits the recording of confi dential 
communications for the purpose of 
obtaining evidence reasonably be-
lieved to relate to the commission 
of certain criminal conduct. The 
DA investigation concluded that 
Keimach did not break any laws, 
having had a reasonable belief go-
ing into the meeting that Oddie and 
Vella, a Teamsters lawyer, would 
attempt to bribe or extort her.

 “I am extremely grateful to the 
District Attorney’s Offi ce for its 
careful examination of all the facts 
in this case and concluding that I 
told the truth in the face of extreme 
political pressure,” Keimach said 
in a statement. “I paid a steep pro-
fessional price but am relieved and 
heartened that the facts have fi nally 
come to light.”
 Keimach’s saga began in July 
2017 when the city of Alameda be-
gan a recruitment process to fi nd a 
new fi re chief for the Alameda Fire 
Department. Keimach, in charge of 
making the selection, asserted that 
she was under extreme political 
pressure from elected and appoint-
ed city offi cials to choose Capt. 
Domenick Weaver, the internal 

candidate favored by the fi refi ght-
ers union, and felt that her contin-
ued employment as city manager 
was in peril if she did not comply. 
 Oddie and Vella scheduled 
the Aug. 16, 2017 meeting with 
Keimach to discuss the selec-
tion of the fi re chief. As Keimach 
believed that the two council 
members might try to pressure 
her, she taped the meeting on 
her cell phone without consent 
of the parties. The DA investiga-
tion concluded that neither Oddie 
nor Vella committed any criminal 
offenses at that meeting, but that 
Keimach’s belief that recording 
the meeting may have gathered 
evidence related to criminal con-
duct was not unreasonable con-

sidering all of the circumstances. 
 Keimach stood fi rm and ap-
pointed outside candidate Edmund 
Rodriguez as the city of Alam-
eda fi re chief on Oct. 3, 2017. She 
was put on administrative leave in 
March and departed the city in May 
under a $945,000 separation agree-
ment.
 “I am relieved,” Keimach said.  
“This was such a huge weight on 
me for such a long time.” Neither 
Oddie nor Vella responded to a re-
quest for comment.
 Keimach returns from a three-
week vacation to India in mid-No-
vember, and she was mum about 
her future plans. “I’m weighing my 
options,” she said.
 

Jill Keimach Photo provided

PaperBox Bread & Pastry: new addition at Moraga Farmers’ Market 
By Sophie Braccini

The year-round Moraga Farmers’ Market 
does not cease to diversify, attracting 

new vendors such as mushroom producers 
or unique grape growers (have you heard 
of “Thomcord” grapes?) as well as cooks, 
bakers and pastry chefs. One recent addition 
pushed the market toward the gourmet label: 
PaperBox Bread & Pastry, owned by Campo 
grad and now pastry chef Evan Ting.

 A young father who graduated from Cam-
polindo High School in 2008, Ting worked at 
Metro Lafayette while he was still in school. 
Erika Pringsheim-Moore gave Ting his fi rst 
job in the kitchen, encouraging him to try his 
hand at food preparation. After graduation 
and because the idea of long years studying 
was not appealing to him, Ting decided to go 
the culinary route. He studied in Chicago, 

where he met his wife. The pastry chef ex-
plains that they were both trained in French 
pastry baking techniques, and that their cre-
ations are infused with Californian and Asian 
tastes.
 Ting worked at different restaurants after 
graduating, including the prestigious French 
Laundry, then decided that he wanted to try 
his hand at entrepreneurship and launched 
PaperBox Bread & Pastry last spring at the 
Moraga Farmers’ Market.
 On a typical Sunday morning the lines 
form quickly in front of Ting’s white tent. 
Some are curious newcomers attracted by 
the seductive but still natural looking con-
fections and pastries on display. Many of 
the clients are already afi cionados who be-
came quickly addicted to the cream puffs, 
macarons, stuffed English muffi ns, chocolate 
chip cookies, Pâtes de Fruit (a centuries old 
French candy recipe made with fruit, no pre-
servatives or artifi cial fl avors), and more. 
 Each week the selection changes be-
cause Ting works with the farmers’ market 
fruit vendors. In season, he will have Meyer 
lemon and strawberry macarons, and peach, 
Thomcord grape or apple pates de fruits. He 
says that the vendors know each other at the 
market, taste each other’s produce and con-
fections, and create synergies.

 In the meantime, Joao Magalhaes, a 
longtime Moraga resident, comes by for a 
weekly treat. The well-traveled man who has 
savored specialties all over the world and has 
visited the best of the Bay Area’s restaurants 
has become appreciative of Ting and always 
gets something at his booth every Sunday. 
The day this reporter was there, Magalhaes 
raided the pates de fruits.
 Luckily for Teresa Onoda, Magalhaes was 
not interested in the chocolate chip cookies. 
That is what the Moraga vice mayor likes best; 
she added that those are the best she ever had. 
Ting shares a little bit of his secret, explaining 
that he uses small chunks of bittersweet Guit-
tard chocolate and adds a tiny amount of salt on 
top to magnify the sweetness. 
 If the weather is warm, Ting’s wife can 
be seen at the market with their young child 
on her lap. She explains that she works dur-
ing the week for Facebook’s catering, while 
Ting takes care of their child and the busi-
ness. 
 “Thisis what I was born to do,” says 
Ting.
 PaperBox Bread & Pastry can be found 
at the Moraga Farmers’ Market every Sun-
day between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. More pictures 
can be found at www.instagram.com/paper-
boxpastry/.

Evan Ting in front of his farmers’ market stand, PaperBox Pastry. Photo Sophie Braccini 
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Severson for AUHSD 
governing board

As a current member on the 
Orinda Union School Board, I 
know that school board trustees 
must have the ability to listen to 
all viewpoints, to work together 
collaboratively, and to always 
keep in mind the best interests 
of the students. Chris Severson 
embodies these qualities and de-
serves your vote in November 
for Governing Board Member of 
the Acalanes Union High School 
District.
 Chris has been a strong ad-
vocate for public education for 
many years. He has the benefi t 
of experience — Chris served for 
four years with me on the board 
of the Orinda Union School Dis-
trict from 2010-2014. As a fellow 
trustee, Chris always acted with 
the utmost integrity and always 
kept the focus on what’s best for 
students. Chris was instrumental 
in helping lead the district dur-
ing the last fi nancial crisis and, as 
a result, the district was able to 
weather that storm with minimal 
impact on students in the class-
room. Moreover, as an emergen-
cy room physician, Chris knows 
how important health and well-
ness are to student success, and 
intends to bring a focus on those 
issues with him to his role as 
trustee.
 Chris will also bring a bal-
anced perspective to the school 
board. The high school district 
is composed of schools in four 
communities: Orinda, Moraga, 
Lafayette, and Walnut Creek. 
Chris has children who attend 
or have attended Miramonte, 
Acalanes, and Campolindo high 
schools. 
 Chris is committed to main-
taining and improving upon the 
excellent education our high 
schools provide. I urge you to 
vote for Chris Severson for Gov-
erning Board Member for the 
Acalanes Union High School 
District.
Julie Rossiter
Board Member
Orinda Union School District 
Orinda

Samson and Candell for 
Council

I attended Candidates Night and 
solidifi ed my support for Ivor 
Samson (Incumbent, Attorney) 
and Susan Candell (Circulation 
Commissioner, Engineer). Sam-
son and Candell are willing to do 
independent research, ask direct 
questions and hold staff account-
able when necessary. They’ll 
work to solidify the partnership 
between the City and the schools. 
The Lafayette School District is 
running a serious structural defi -
cit and it would be benefi cial to 
taxpayers and students if the City 
and the District started sharing 
expenses when possible.
 Ivor Samson has worked hard 
since his appointment to the City 
Council in 2016. Ivor Samson and 
Vice Mayor Cam Burks (an Ivor 
Samson supporter) successfully 
implemented safety and traffi c 
calming measures on Reliez Val-
ley Road. Samson worked with 
his colleagues to pass the new 
Confl ict of Interest policy and 
Burks and Mark Mitchell joined 
Samson in this important vote. 
Given pending and potential liti-
gation before Lafayette we need 
a tested legal mind on Council to 
ensure our legal interests are pro-
tected.
 Susan Candell worked close-
ly with Ivor Samson and Cam 
Burks on the Reliez Valley Road 
traffi c issues. Susan has been a 
dedicated community volunteer 
in the areas of traffi c and safety, 
including safe routes to school, 
the Downtown Specifi c Plan and 
development and zoning impacts. 
An engineer by trade, Susan has 
the ability to read, understand 
and explain complex technical 
documents like Environmental 
Impact Reports. The passage of 
AB2923, and the related loss of 

local control over development 
decisions make Susan’s analyti-
cal skills more important than 
ever.
Lafayette voters recently rejected 
Measures L and C - votes of no 
confi dence in the status quo. City 
Manager Steve Falk recognized 
this disconnect and recently re-
signed. The next Council will se-
lect Falk’s replacement and that 
Council should be comprised of 
individuals with relevant munici-
pal experience and knowledge. 
Who do you think will represent 
YOUR voice when hiring the 
next City Manager?
 The candidates are all nice 
people who care about Lafayette; 
I applaud them all for running be-
cause I know it’s not easy. How-
ever, I’m looking for relevant 
municipal experience and exper-
tise. I’m voting for Ivor Samson 
and Susan Candell!
Jean Follmer
Lafayette
Lafayette School District Gov-
erning Board Member, Elect

Getting the facts straight on 
Baker

I am deeply disappointed with the 
misrepresentations I have seen 
about Catharine’s outstanding re-
cord from the Bauer-Kahan cam-
paign. Many mailers and recent 
letters to local newspapers have 
made misleading statements. For 
example, a recent letter to the 
editor stated that Catharine vot-
ed against Cap and Trade. Fact: 
Catharine voted for this measure 
and Governor Brown publicly 
commended her for it. Mailers 
claim that Catharine has voted 
against critical environmental 
legislation. Fact: Catharine Voted 
for 100% renewable energy, au-
thored legislation to protect our 
coasts from more offshore drill-
ing, and authored legislation to 
protect Californian’s clean air 
rules.  Mailers claim Catharine 
isn’t who she says she is. Fact: 
Catharine is the ONLY candidate 
in this race to receive bipartisan 
endorsements from local elected 
offi cials in every single city and 
county she represents. If you 
want the truth about Catharine, 
look no further than her record 
and what she’s accomplished.  
Don’t believe the misrepresenta-
tions.  I served for over a decade 
as an American diplomat with the 
U.S. State Department; work-
ing extensively with members 
of the U.S. House and Senate, 
and elected leaders from nations 
around the world.  I have never 
come across a politician that has 
more integrity, is more pragmatic 
and has stronger principles, than 
Catharine Baker.  She is the type 
of leader that we desperately 
need in Sacramento.  Catharine 
has and will continue to serve us 
profoundly well and deserves to 
be reelected.
Cameron Burks
Vice Mayor, Lafayette

Trotter and McCluer for 
Council

To preserve our hills and open 
spaces, Moragans should support 
Dave Trotter and Mike McCluer 
for Town Council. 
 As a councilmember since 
2006, Dave Trotter has been an 
effective leader on open space 
protection. He led the success-
ful multi-year effort to strength-
en the rules protecting hills and 
ridgelines. He’s unafraid to stand 
up for his principles, as when he 
cast the lone “no” vote against 
the Bellavista project now be-
ing built on Rheem Boulevard. 
Moraga needs Dave’s leadership 
again as the Council decides two 
major proposed developments 
in Bollinger Canyon and Indian 
Valley. Dave follows through on 
campaign commitments and has 
extensive knowledge of Town 
governance. We need him for one 
more term. 
 Current Planning Commis-
sioner Mike McCluer has made 
open space protection a central 

campaign principle. He showed 
he means it two weeks ago when 
the 126-house Bollinger Canyon 
development came before the 
Commission. McCluer spoke 
convincingly of the need to up-
hold Moraga’s protections for 
hills, ridgelines and semi-rural 
character and he voted against 
the project, a recommendation 
that will go to the Council for a 
fi nal decision. Mike also has a fi -
nance background, a useful skill 
set to add to the Council. 
 I cannot recommend Steve 
Woehleke for two reasons. First, 
as a Planning Commissioner, he 
opposed a fundamental premise 
of Moraga’s Open Space Ordi-
nance limiting housing densities 
on landslide areas. Woehleke 
pushed for higher densities on 
unstable land by allowing mas-
sive remedial grading (like we’ve 
seen at Bellavista). The intent of 
MOSO is to protect hillsides and 
ridgelines, not grade them away. 
Second, the commission deliber-
ations Commissioner Woehleke 
chaired were rambling and unfo-
cused. They were among the least 
effective meetings I’ve observed 
as an environmental consultant 
who has spent decades attending 
hearings at the local and regional 
level. Hardly the stuff of better 
decision making. 
 Please support Trotter and 
McCluer to protect open space. 
Malcolm J. Sproul
Moraga

Dave Smith for Lafayette City 
Council

We are so fortunate to have 5 
wonderful candidates running for 
the two seats available on Lafay-
ette City Council.  Over the years 
I’ve been very impressed and 
grateful to the men and women 
who have so unselfi shly given 
their time to serve on council 
and the numerous committees 
that have helped keep Lafayette 
a great place to live.  I am writing 
to encourage citizens to vote for 
Dave Smith for City Council be-
cause I believe it would be won-
derful to have a fresh new voice 
in Lafayette.  Dave may not have 
experience in our local politics 
but his wide range of experience 
in his jobs makes him an ideal 
candidate.  The younger residents 
of our city need someone who 
understands their needs because 
he lives them too.  I have seen 
fi rsthand, while sitting on a city 
commission, what the younger 
members can bring to the table.  
I’ve been so impressed with their 
enthusiasm, energy, and fresh 
ideas and know Dave shares these 
same attributes.  Most of them 
have young families and busy, 
working lives, just like Dave, but 
are willing to share their time and 
talents for the good of the city. 
 For too long, the northeast-
ern region of Lafayette, where 
25% of homeowners live, has 
not been represented by anyone 
on City Council.  Until we re-
cently became very vocal about 
the terrible traffi c in our area 
and how it is negatively impact-
ing our lives, there did not seem 
to be much concern for our area 
because it isn’t in the downtown.  
Dave understands our frustration 
because he lives here and has had 
the frequently unpleasant expe-
rience of having to get kids to 
or from other parts of Lafayette 
during morning and afternoon 
rush periods, or to get to his own 
meetings.  He opposes the cur-
rent plan to build 315 apartments 
at the corner of Deer Hill and 
Pleasant Hill Roads for several 
reasons, included creating even 
more traffi c there, and for many 
environmental and public health 
concerns among other things.  As 
a Councilmember he would keep 
an open mind on this issue as ad-
ditional information is presented.
 My hope is that Dave’s can-
didacy will encourage more 
younger citizens to get involved 
with our city, to make their voic-
es heard and to vote.  Dave has 
some good, fresh ideas that could 

help reduce traffi c congestion, 
encourage sustainable growth in 
the correct areas of our city, and 
enhance our quality of life.  His 
skill in building coalitions and 
working collaboratively to solve 
problems is needed now more 
than ever.  I hope you’ll vote for 
Dave Smith.
Linda Staaf
Lafayette

Former mayors for positive 
change

We are nine former mayors of 
Lafayette, and we are dismayed 
by the negative campaign rheto-
ric used by two of the fi ve Lafay-
ette City Council candidates. In 
contrast, Teresa Gerringer, Karen 
Maggio and Dave Smith are con-
ducting positive campaigns.
 Negative campaigns are in-
frequent in Lafayette’s 50-year 
history. In the past we have had 
civil discourse and issue discus-
sions during campaigns. When 
disagreements arose, they were 
issue-oriented and without per-
sonal attacks.
 We are upset by the exaggera-
tions, misstatements, and half-
truths at candidates’ night and in 
campaign material and campaign 
ads. Most especially, we are dis-
mayed by the rhetoric against our 
volunteer commissioners and our 
City Manager, Steve Falk, who 
is one of the most respected city 
managers in California. Lafayette 
is run on a balanced budget, with
ample reserves and no pension 
debt. Few cities can boast these 
facts. After 28 years of exem-
plary service, no one, especially 
Steve, should be treated with 
such disrespect.
 The attacks on the Planning 
Commissioners and the City 
Manager are an attack on us, and 
the voters who elected us. We, as 
Mayors and council members, 
made the policies carried out 
by the City Manager and com-
missioners. We are proud of our 
decisions and are honored by the 
service that so many have given. 
Lafayette’s meetings adhere to 
the state “sunshine” laws for 
open meetings, and we discipline 
those who have run afoul of these 
laws.
The city works with all our citi-
zens to get their input.
 We need council members 
who can forge agreements with 
each other and with neighboring 
jurisdictions. Traffi c is a regional 
issue and we must elect council 
members who are collaborative 
in nature, not confrontational, 
to work cooperatively with the 
nearby cities whose drivers im-
pact our roads.
 We support Teresa Gerringer, 
whose 19 years of service on the 
school board, and Karen Maggio, 
whose years of service on the 
planning commission, are posi-
tive, proactive hard-working vol-
unteers. Also, they both helped to 
build our new library. Their years 
of dedication to Lafayette distin-
guish them.
 Lafayette needs them on the 
City Council.
Sincerely,
Don Tatzin, Mayor 1986-87, 
1991-92, 1996-97, 2001-02, 
2008-09, 2013-14, 2017-18
Mike Anderson, Mayor 2007-08, 
2012-13, 2016-17
Brandt Andersson, Mayor 2009-
10, 2014-15
Carol Federighi, Mayor 2002-03, 
2006-07, 2011-12
Carl Anduri, Mayor 2004-05, 
2010-11
Erling Horn, Mayor 1998-99, 
2003-04
Anne Grodin, Mayor 1993-94. 
1997-98
Judy Garvens, Mayor 1995-96
Bob Fisher, Mayor 1970-71, 
1974-75

Candell and Samson for 
Council

I know we’re all overwhelmed 
with campaign “news”, but I feel 
strongly about the importance of 
thoughtfully choosing candidates 

in the upcoming City Council 
race in Lafayette. Personally, 
I’m concerned about the rampant 
growth occurring in Lafayette 
and how it has changed our City 
so dramatically over the past sev-
eral years.  We’ve lost the small, 
charming town feel that we used 
to have. The congestion, lack of 
parking and massive new devel-
opment occurring throughout 
the City is affecting all of us in 
a negative way. And we, as citi-
zens, don’t seem to have a say in 
what is happening. 
 There are two candidates that 
I am supporting who are com-
mitted to working hard on these 
issues and represent what I feel 
needs to be done moving for-
ward.  These two candidates are 
Susan Candell and Ivor Samson.  
They are the only two candidates 
that rejected Measure L, and the 
only two to endorse our strict 
Confl ict of Interest ordinance.  
They have worked tirelessly to 
make sure we have an open and 
transparent government, and will 
work with the citizens of Lafay-
ette to represent what we want 
for our City.  They are in favor of 
preserving open space and look-
ing at how development affects 
our schools, quality of education, 
and the health and safety of our 
citizens. 
 It is the responsibility of each 
of us to take the time to learn the 
facts about each of the candidates 
and make a well- informed deci-
sion. I urge you to look at Susan 
and Ivor.  I feel they are our only 
hope right now in preventing 
more massive development that 
cannot be supported by the size 
and infrastructure of our City.  
Please join me in supporting Su-
san Candell and Ivor Samson.
Dana Vannelli
Lafayette

Yet Another Bank to 
“Revitalize” Orinda?

Ms. Jenkins, Orinda City Coun-
cil candidate, blames the current 
Council for voting “down” a new 
retail/restaurant project at 25A 
Orinda Way, which in her view 
would have brought “new ser-
vices and amenities” to Orinda’s 
downtown.
Inaccurate.
 The facts: After obtaining ap-
proval in 2016 for a building at 
25A consisting of nearly 14,000 
square feet of retail including a 
restaurant on the fi rst fl oor, and 
obtaining several extensions of 
time to build, the landowner – 
one who had limited develop-
ment experience under his belt – 
sought a change: Turning close to 
50 percent of the retail/restaurant 
space into services – i.e., a work-
out studio and a bank branch.
 Both the City Council and 
Planning Commission approved 
the workout studio and denied 
the bank (but approved an ATM).  
 Their reasoning: Focus on en-
hancing retail. 
 The workout studio would be 
good for retail, bringing in more 
foot traffi c.  The bank, in con-
trast, with limited daily hours – 
closed on weekends – would not 
attract as much continuous foot 
traffi c – hurting retail.
 The Council vote on the bank 
was 4-1. Councilperson Phil-
lips (running for re-election and 
praised by candidate Jenkins for 
her vote) backed the bank.
 Orinda has eight banks.  This 
ninth bank – part of an otherwise 
fully approved retail/restaurant 
project – was not the key to revi-
talize downtown. 
 Hanging their hopes for 
downtown renewal on a ninth 
bank indicates that Jenkins and 
Phillips are not in step with real-
istic, seasoned views of revitaliz-
ing a downtown.
 We need steps to encourage 
experienced retail professionals 
to invest in Orinda. Encourage 
improved restaurants and more 
retail.  Not more banks.
Dave Anderson
Orinda
 ... continued on Page A14
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93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews              www.villageassociates.com     •     www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Consistently Representing Buyers and 
Sellers in Successful Transactions

Exceptional Service  •  No Exceptions!

CalBRE#01221153

Giving Dreams an Address    

Moraga’s storm drains
... continued from Page A5

Pipes with holes can be lined 
with trenchless technologies like 
Cured-In-Place Pipe, or CIPP. 
Any corroded bottoms will have 
inverts resurfaced with concrete 
to maintain water fl ow. Finally, 
buckled pipes can be spot re-
paired by removing and replac-
ing sections of the damaged pipe.
 Inspections (through man-
holes, inlets, outfalls, etc.) and 
closed-circuit television videos 
of pipeline are expected to be 
complete in fi ve years. The next 
step would be to prioritize the 

maintenance repairs.
 At this point in time, Mora-
ga’s Storm Drain Operation and 
Maintenance Program is fully 
funded. The program’s elements 
of video inspection, sediment/
debris removal, technical assis-
tance, maintenance repair and as-
set management software comes 
to $254,400. Project costs for 
2019 are $170,000. Any costs to 
continue the program into the fu-
ture remain at a steady $170,000. 
Preventative maintenance, in the 
long run, is cost effective.

Does your plumbing give you a
FRiGHT?

ZOT! Zap Out Trouble--before trouble zaps you.p y
(It can be scary          down under your house!) 

Good Preventive Plumbing measures will 
protect you and your family from true life 
horror stories; Broken pipes, holes in venting, 
electrolysis, sneaky leaks, and more eeeek! 

 

Your one-call plumber!

LeapFrog 
Plumbing
Gas Water & Sewer

Head Frog Mo Williams

50% OFF CRAWL UNDER y       d der yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyour house!)))))))

50% OFF
 Inspection

crawl space plumbing
Inspection* $226 Value

*visible and accessible plumbing; Homeowners

only; most houses Thru 11/15/2018

Family-owned & serving 
Lamorinda since 1993

y

green solutions!

Ins
*visib

F

g

We Hop To It!

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

CA Lic 
929641
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Candell and Samson for City 
Council

Our family lives in Burton Valley 
and we have two children who are 
enrolled in local schools.  We are 
writing in support of Susan Can-
dell and Ivor Samson for Lafayette 
City Council. 
 Ivor’s professional experience 
on the City Council and as an attor-
ney are invaluable in protecting the 
city against current and pending 
litigation.  Susan brings outstand-
ing analytical and processing skills 
as a professional engineer. 
 Further, Susan’s experience 
on the Circulation Commission 
is much needed as our city faces 
increasing traffi c and congestion 
issues.  Burton Valley in particu-
lar will be impacted as plans for 
Moraga’s Bollinger Valley project 
move forward. It has been pro-
posed that seven traffi c lights be 
installed throughout Burton Valley 
in order to support the increased 
traffi c from the 126 homes to be 
built for Bollinger Valley.  Traf-
fi c patterns will increase and push 
through traffi c to smaller streets 
where our families walk better to 
and bike.  Lafayette’s Circulation 
Commission voted on 36 objec-
tions/concerns with the Environ-
mental Impact Report (EIR) and 
voted not to support the certifi ca-
tion of the report or approval of the 
project until these concerns were 
addressed.  As an engineer, Susan 
sent in a separate objection based 
on the fact that Moraga didn’t per-
form an HRA (Health Risk Assess-
ment) to sensitive receptors within 
1000 feet of the project.  Susan also 
identifi ed cancer risks for Acalanes 
students and faculty in the EIR for 
the Deer Hill homes project.
 As many of the candidates are 
making similar statements regard-
ing their positions on Measure C, 
the Deer Hill homes project, the 
confl ict of interest (COI) ordinance 
and more, it’s important to examine 
their past actions and statements.  
Candidates Teresa Gerringer and 
Karen Maggio supported both 
measures; candidates Ivor Samson 
and Susan Candell opposed both; 
candidate David Smith said at the 
debate on September 20 that he did 
not reside in the City at the time of 
the Measure C vote.  
 In addition, Ivor and Susan 
are the only candidates who have 
come out in strong support of the 
new COI policy. Lafayette must 
maintain a fair, legal and ethical 
process for approving develop-
ment projects. 
Laura and Randy Levandowski
Lafayette

Seeking collaboration

I’m voting for Teresa Gerringer 
and Dave Smith for Lafayette City 
Council for a simple reason: I’m 
tired of antagonistic politics and 
am looking for people who com-
bine a genuine desire to serve with 
an attitude of collaboration. My 
email inbox has been fi lling with 
outrage, and I don’t want that to be 
a louder voice than those of us who 
believe there is a better approach.
 I worked closely with Teresa 
on the renewal campaign for a 
school bond measure. She was 
smart, dedicated and constructive, 
a pleasure to interact with. I came 
to trust her judgment and values.
 Dave Smith I don’t know as 
well, but in our interactions, he 
comes across with exactly the 
attitude I’d hope for. We need 
balanced, open-minded people 
overseeing decisions made for La-
fayette.
 Using Lafayette Measure L as 
some kind of litmus test is giving 
power to arguments not based in 
reality. Traffi c is a problem, but the 
main issue is that when the travel 
time on 680/24 gets bad enough, 
mapping software routes people 
through Lafayette. It’s that simple. 
A few more cars originating from 
within Lafayette may infl uence 
when the tipping point is reached, 
but the outcome (the equilibrium 
state) is identical. Nor is air pollu-
tion the problem. Change is. Some 
want it, others don’t. And, wanting 

it or not, some change is inevitable.
 My goal is a different and bet-
ter future than we’ll get by just say-
ing no to everything.
Larry Zulch
Lafayette

A vote for Gerringer and Maggio

I am supporting Teresa Gerringer 
for Lafayette City Council.  Before 
Election Season started, I didn’t 
know much or had heard of most 
of the candidates, but after attend-
ing the Homeowner’s Council’s 
Candidates Forum, I was very 
impressed with Teresa’s experi-
ence, knowledge, and her attitude 
to work together to solve the prob-
lems that Lafayette faces.
With the lawsuits hitting Lafayette 
regarding housing and develop-
ment, and with traffi c such a hot 
topic issue, we need elected mem-
bers who can collaborate and can 
work with others locally and re-
gionally to fi nd solutions.  Change 
in Lafayette is coming, even Susan 
Candell had mentioned, and we 
can either embrace it on our terms, 
or we refuse and are forced or sued 
into solutions that we don’t like.  
 I love Teresa’s experience 
with 19 years on the Lafayette 
School Board, and having been a 
community leader fundraising for 
our amazing library.  I fi nd it im-
portant that she is advocating for 
the students and parents, which 
help make our community so spe-
cial.  She is incredibly resourceful 
and hard-working and gets things 
done!
 Our second pick is Karen Mag-
gio.  She has been on the Lafayette 
Planning Commission for 10 years 
so she is very familiar with how 
the city operates, and she helped to 
draft the city’s General Plan which 
led to our wonderful downtown 
and our state-of-the-art library.  
Karen also is a former Sustain-
able Lafayette board member and 
is a leader in managing sustainable 
communities at Mills College and 
the SF Presidio.  With the recent 
international report release on 
fi ghting the climate crisis, we need 
an experienced leader like Karen 
to help our city advance its green 
goals while building a safe and 
healthy community for all! 
Nancy Hu 
Lafayette

Fay, Kosla and Worth for City 
Council on Nov. 6

On Nov. 6, Orindans will vote to 
fi ll three open seats on Orinda’s 
City Council.  Three candidates 
in particular, Dennis Fay and Nick 
Kosla, along with incumbent Amy 
Worth, represent Orindans BEST 
prospect for momentum in the pro-
cess of Downtown renewal.  
 Fay, Kosla and Worth each of-
fer a wealth of experience on is-
sues pertaining to Orinda’s Down-
town.  Dennis Fay, a former chair 
of the Citizens’ Infrastructure and 
Oversight Committee (CIOC) was 
instrumental in the development 
of Orinda’s program to repair its 
roads. Nick Kosla’s experience as 
Chair of the Orinda Planning Com-
mission will be invaluable in future 
Council discussions about land use 
and business development in Orin-
da’s Downtown.  Amy Worth is 
currently serving as Mayor in her 
4th term on Orinda’s City Council 
and has a proven voting record on 
thoughtful Downtown revitaliza-
tion, including the input of two 
independent consulting fi rms (The 
Urban Land Institute and Main 
Street America) to provide options 
for downtown renewal, and most 
recently, the green lighting of the 
Master Streetscape Plan. 
 The addition of these three 
highly qualifi ed and forward-
thinking candidates to Orinda’s 
City Council is exactly what we 
need to move forward with down-
town.  We offer our endorsement 
and urge others to vote for Dennis 
Fay, Nick Kosla and Amy Worth 
for Orinda City Council on Nov. 6. 
What’s Up Downtown Orinda 
Steering Committee
Ali Drasin, Darien Destino, Ari 
Hatton, Kirsten Larsen, Trudi 

Loscotoff, Laura McDowell, Hill-
ary Murphy, Laura Pavlovich and 
Emily Stoddard

Kosla for Council

I am voting for Nick Kosla for 
Orinda City Council because Nick 
knows what Orinda is and what 
Orinda needs. 
 I am fortunate to be able to 
raise my children in the same com-
munity I grew up in. I met Nick 
Kosla back in the early ‘90s when 
we both attended Miramonte High 
School. I returned to Orinda nine 
years ago and reunited with Nick 
when he sat on the Planning Com-
mission for Orinda. Since then, I 
have gotten to know Nick and his 
family very well. Nick is actively 
engaged in our community and our 
school, Wagner Ranch Elementary. 
I have spent hours talking to him 
about the future of Orinda and how 
we want to preserve Orinda’s small 
town charm but see some progress 
in updating our downtown while 
preserving our schools and provid-
ing our families with a safe com-
munity. Nick understands Orinda 
and the challenges we face.  Nick 
is passionate about our schools and 
our community, and his family is 
actively engaged in caring for our 
little town. I believe he has the 
right mindset and skills to help im-
plement positive change where our 
downtown needs it while wanting 
to protect Orinda from turning into 
the high rise and chain restaurant 
communities we see around us. 
Amy Stuffmann
Orinda

Vote For Candell and Samson 
for City Council

Lafayette’s City Council Election 
has generated a lively debate in 
our community, and it’s important 
to understand why. A critical issue 
is whether or not newly elected 
Council members will try to weak-
en or reverse the confl ict of interest 
(COI) policy that was adopted on 
March 26, 2018.
 The new policy prohibits com-
missioners on the Planning Com-
mission (PC) and Design Review 
Commission (DRC) from work-
ing for, or designing projects for, 
builders/developers in Lafayette. 
Lafayette residents may be sur-
prised to learn that this unethical 
fi nancial relationship had existed 
between some commissioners and 
developers for years. To stop this 
practice, it wasn’t enough for com-
missioners to recuse, because their 
fi rms or family would present the 
project to the PC or DRC on their 
behalf. Recusal is an important 
tool under most circumstances, 
but in the absence of a strong COI 
policy, it became a shell game.
 Passage of the stronger COI 
policy ushered in dramatic changes 
during the past year, as witnessed 
with the resignations of 2 DRC 
commissioners and 5 PC commis-
sioners. Since then, those vacan-
cies have been fi lled with highly 
qualifi ed commissioners, without 
confl icts, who are doing an out-
standing job.
 The policy change was a gi-
ant step for open-governance, 
transparency and democracy. Our 
community is now in a stronger 
position to protect public and envi-
ronmental interests.
 Ivor Samson and Susan Can-
dell are the only candidates who 
voiced strong support for the new 
COI policy at the candidates’ night, 
hosted by the Lafayette Homeown-
ers Council. Samson spearheaded 
the policy change and Candell ad-
vocated for its passage. A vote for 
Candell and Samson is a vote for 
more transparency, ethical gover-
nance, and democracy.
MaryJo Cass
Lafayette

Teresa Gerringer for Lafayette 
City Council
 
Please join me in supporting and 
voting for Teresa Gerringer for 
Lafayette City Council. Teresa 
has been an active member of the 
Lafayette community since mov-

ing here in 1996 and has served on 
the Lafayette School Board for the 
past 19 years. I had the privilege 
of serving with her on the school 
board from 2008-2014. She is a 
thoughtful, caring, engaged board 
member committed to hearing 
all sides of an issue, evaluating 
proposed solutions carefully and 
thoughtfully, and implementing 
policies and actions in a pragmat-
ic, move forward manner. Teresa 
evaluated budget issues carefully 
and worked hard to limit class size 
and protect valuable programs for 
our students despite the severe 
underfunding of suburban school 
districts by the state. She values 
communication with the commu-
nity and has worked hard to keep 
all of Lafayette up-to-date with 
the issues, concerns and successes 
of the Lafayette School District. I 
know she will bring the same spirit 
to the Lafayette City Council. 
Art Kapoor
Lafayette

Bring civility back with 
Gerringer

Like all communities, Lafayette 
has had its share of growing pains. 
With visionary leadership, City 
Council, city staff and a collabora-
tive citizenry have brought us ame-
nities like the Library and Learning 
Center, Lafayette Park Hotel, and 
Veterans Memorial.  But change 
always brings angst.  Over the 
decades, Lafayette’s engaged citi-
zens have a long tradition of vig-
orous but always respectful debate 
about the town’s future.  In the past 
year, this collegial spirit of toler-
ance of diverse perspectives has 
been drowned out less by policy 
debates than personal attacks on 
city staff, neighbors with whom 
we disagree, and most shockingly 
by two city council candidates dis-
paraging their fellow candidates at 
Candidates Night and in campaign 
literature.  In response, for the fi rst 
time that I can recall, nine past 
mayors have signed a joint letter 
to Lafayette citizens expressing 
their concern over this degraded 
dialogue and have endorsed Teresa 
Gerringer and Karen Maggio for 
City Council.
 I, too, believe Teresa Gerringer 
is the stand-out candidate for City 
Council.  At this moment of tran-
sition, Lafayette needs tested, col-
laborative, visionary and above-all 
positive leadership to navigate the 
next decade.  It’s a privilege to en-
dorse her candidacy.  Teresa’s con-
tributions to Lafayette span over 
20 years, with highlights including 
co-chairing the Library Commu-
nity Campaign and serving on the 
founding board, 19 years on the 
Lafayette School Board, founding 
member of the Community Foun-
dation, Chamber of Commerce Ad-
visor, and VP Contra Costa School 
Boards Association.  As School 
Board President, she successfully 
guided challenging fi nancial ne-
gotiations with the state, brought 
resolution to often passionate de-
bates over complex issues, and 
always led with humor and grace 
in sometimes tense situations. She 
has received numerous state and 
local recognition awards for distin-
guished service.  Importantly, she 
has always astutely avoided any 
confl icts of interest.
 It’s time to take stock not 
only of how to manage the town’s 
growth, but how to bring civility 
back to community conversations.  
Teresa represents the leadership 
qualities to do both. Think posi-
tive, vote Teresa!
Kathy Merchant
Lafayette/Orinda

Gerringer for Council

I am writing today to express my 
enthusiastic endorsement of Te-
resa Gerringer for Lafayette City 
Council. Teresa has served our 
community for over 20 years. She 
has proven her leadership through 
collaboration and hard work on 
the Lafayette School Board, the 
Lafayette Community Foundation 
Board, and as co-chair of the La-
fayette Library Community Cam-

paign.
 I have been fortunate to work 
with Teresa for the past several 
years in my capacity as Stanley 
Middle School PTA President 
and RAPPORT (Lafayette School 
District’s parent clubs’ commit-
tee) Chair. What has impressed 
me time and again is Teresa’s un-
wavering dedication to her cur-
rent constituents, the students and 
children of Lafayette. I have no 
doubt that she will continue to dis-
play that dedication to the citizens 
of Lafayette if elected to the City 
Council.  
Sincerely,
Kelly Daggs
Lafayette

Eve Phillips won’t improve 
downtown Orinda

First-term city council member 
Eve Phillips has consistently re-
fused to revisit the core land use 
rules that have left our downtown 
in a state of deterioration, disuse, 
and dereliction. She was the sole 
vote against even starting a con-
versation on downtown, instead 
hoping that the approval of a few 
new businesses in our dilapidated 
buildings might somehow revital-
ize downtown. Perhaps these out-
lier positions is why she lists no 
endorsements from any current 
or past city councilmembers, who 
otherwise endorse Dennis Fay, 
Nick Kosla and Amy Worth. Ms. 
Phillips is out of step with Orin-
dans and won’t offer the leader-
ship we need to bring downtown 
back.
Sandi Balonick
Orinda 

Chris Severson for Acalanes 
Union School Board of 
Governors

Editor:
I support Chris Severson and here 
is what I know of Chris:
1. Chris brings immediate pas-
sion for this job because of the 
fi ve children that he and Pam are 
raising.  He is invested.  He under-
stands better than most, the wor-
ries and concerns of parents.
2. Experience in school adminis-
tration is already a no brainer for 
Chris.  He has served as the Presi-
dent of the Orinda Union School 
Board.  He knows what to do for 
the protection of children, for their 
learning and advancement aca-
demically, and for the support of 
the administration, staff and fac-
ulty of a school district.
3. Professionally, Chris deter-
mined early in his life to study and 
become an Emergency Room Phy-
sician.  I envision that all who have 
received professional care of Chris 
in such an intense environment, 
have found a caring, level headed, 
professionally passionate fellow.  
When I commented earlier that 
Chris is all about the protection of 
others—children in particular—I 
would argue that he has that char-
acteristic in his soul.
4. Chris does not give up.  Be-
sides life’s lessons that Chris has 
learned as a father, husband, and 
doctor, Chris is a marathon run-
ner!  Until one participates in a 
marathon, no one knows what it 
is like to fi nd themselves at mile 
21 and realize that the next three 
are uphill.  Chris has qualifi ed for 
the Boston Marathon a handful of 
times.  He faces mile 21 in a mara-
thon and no, he does not laugh at 
it, but he continues; steady, fo-
cused, and on it!  He brings that 
quality to his life.  He will bring 
that quality to the Board. 
5. Chris is a lifelong resident.  He 
has spent his youth observing his 
parents and their serve.  His par-
ents have been leaders of major 
business fi rms, of large religious 
groups, of school districts, and of 
city councils.  It could be argued 
here, that Chris has service in his 
blood.
 Like me, please consider vot-
ing for Chris Severson for the 
Governing Board of the Acalanes 
Union High School District.
Bob Packer 

Letters to the Editor ... continued from Page 12
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The 2018 election for the di-
rectorships of three Moraga-

Orinda Fire District divisions fea-
tures not only the most expensive 
district campaigns ever run but 
also lays claim to the nastiest, 
with the degree of campaign vit-
riol rarely seen in the 21-year his-
tory of the district.
 According to the Contra Cos-
ta County Elections Division, 
through the third week of Octo-
ber candidates Greg Baitx, Steve 
Danziger and Michael Donner 
have received more than $26,000 
in campaign contributions, with 
$1,000 for each coming from 
the local fi refi ghters union and 
$21,000 from the California Fire-
fi ghters Political Action Commit-
tee in Sacramento - $8,000 for 
Danziger, $7,000 for Donner and 
$6,000 for Baitx.  
 Candidates Nathan Bell, Red 
Smith and Lucy Talbot have 
raised more than $13,000 through 
loans and contributions, mostly 
from individuals, including cur-
rent MOFD board member Craig 
Jorgens and Orinda fi rebrand 
Steve Cohn.  The three candi-
dates’ individual totals fall within 
$800 of each other.  Division 3 

incumbent Steve Anderson re-
ports no campaign contributions. 
(Full disclosure: this media outlet 
has benefi tted from the campaign 
spending.) 
 The ads themselves are fairly 
straightforward, but the vitriol 
stems from the 21st century ver-
sion of the old town hall: social 
media. Many of the social media 
comments denounced the union-
backed candidates, who were 
pegged as out to take over MOFD 
in order to spend more of the dis-
trict budget on fi refi ghter salaries. 
The concept of union-backed can-
didates, or fi refi ghters themselves, 
sitting on the board was blasted as 
a major confl ict of interest.
 Comments bashing the non-
union-backed candidates painted 
them as uninformed and dispas-
sionate.  They were skewered 
as investment managers who in-
tended to put public employees in 
their place and treat them as noth-
ing more than an investment port-
folio, and were labeled as clueless 
of the fi refi ghting profession. 
  For their part, the local fi re-
fi ghters have avoided the nega-
tivity. “We’re staying above the 
fray and we refuse to disparage 

our opponents,” said Capt. Lucas 
Lambert, MOFD union represen-
tative. “Our mission remains the 
same: the dedication to serve the 

community and the public.”
 But if this local race follows 
the pattern of major national and 
regional elections, with a week 

to go and three of the fi ve MOFD 
board seats up for election, the 
best – or worst – may be yet to 
come.

Plenty of  money and plenty of  nastiness define MOFD board races 
By Nick Marnell

Shelter-in-Place... continued from Page A4
 4) Turn on your AM radio to 
KCBS 740 to get offi cial updated 
information; and
 5) Stay off the telephone.  
Contra Costa County has a tele-
phone ring-down system that 
will begin calling numbers in the 
impacted area. Do not call 911 to 
get more information. Only call 
911 in a life-threatening emer-
gency. Overloaded phone circuits 
can prevent actual emergency 
calls from getting through.
 County offi cials will an-
nounce the All Clear via the news 
media, so residents are advised 
to monitor radio stations, such as 

KCBS 740. Since the sirens were 
not designed to be heard indoors, 
there is no separate safety siren 
signal for All Clear. The county 
will reactivate its telephone ring-
down and call impacted areas 
with the All Clear message.
 After the All Clear is an-
nounced the health department 
recommends opening doors and 
windows to air out your building.
 For safety alerts in Moraga 
sign up at www.nixle.com. For 
more information about Shelter-
in-Place, visit www.cococaer.
org.
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 

Moraga Resident

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP
WWW.DUDUM.COM

Distinctive Properties
DANVILLE

100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523

O: 925.800.3510    F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

O: 925.937.4000    F: 925.937.4001

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA  94549

O: 925.284.1400    F: 925.284.1411

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630 
DRE# 01917597 

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399
DRE# 01973545

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662 
DRE# 01907345

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851 
DRE# 01970768

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116 
DRE# 01376796

RACHEL DREYER

415.990.1672 
DRE# 01994561

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500 
DRE# 01310057

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617 
DRE# 01320608

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500 
DRE# 01347508

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053 
DRE# 01938194

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914 
DRE# 01476506

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095
DRE# 01426129

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093 
DRE# 01478540 

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884 
DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671 
DRE#02060294

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

33 CHAPEL DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,830,000

TINA FRECHMAN         925.915.0851

22 TOLEDO COURT, LAFAYETTE $6,595,000

J. DEL SANTO/HURLBUT TEAM       925.876.4671

2128 TICE CREEK, #4, ROSSMOOR CALL FOR PRICE

SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630

CENTRAL LAFAYETTE $1,500,000

CHRISTINA LINEZO         415.425.3085

486 HELEN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE $899,000

JANE SMITH          925.998.1914

2494 DIABLO RANCH PLACE, DANVILLE  $2,399,887

MARY PISCITELLI         925.765.9095

3714 HIGHLAND ROAD, LAFAYETTE $1,470,000

RACHEL DREYER         415.990.1672

4016 LOS ARABIS DRIVE, LAFAYETTE  $2,650,000

TINA FRECHMAN         925.915.0851

14 RAVENHILL LANE, MORAGA $1,450,000

MATT MCLEOD        925.464.6500

2083 TRESTLE GLEN, W.C. $1,149,000

LISA TICHENOR         925.285.1093

1216 CAMBRIDGE DR., LAFAYETTE  $2,450,000

TINA FRECHMAN         925.915.0851

7268 BUCKINGHAM BLVD., BERKELEY  $995,000

HURLBUT TEAM         925.383.5500

Ob-la-di, ob-la-da … Town Hall celebrates 
50 years since Beatles’ White Album release
... continued from Page A3
Stack urges concertgoers to 
come dressed as a favorite char-
acter from the album. “Do some 
research … go for a drive and 
listen to the album right through 
for inspiration,” says Stack, who 
wants people to really get into 
the event. 
 Local celebrity judges include 
lead guitarist for Night Ranger, 
Brad Gillis; VP of licensing for 
the Beatles, Steve Senk; and the 
Sun King’s Drew Harrison. Ev-
eryone gets a signed poster.
 The lobby of the theater 
will be decorated. With a nod to 
“Back in the USSR” the house 
cocktail will be a White Rus-
sian. And 40 lucky people will 
attend the “White Circle” before 
the show, which will include a 
champagne and appetizer recep-
tion, and a panel discussion with 
members of the Sun Kings.
 If Stack’s role in the evening 
is the celebratory production, for 
the Sun Kings it is all about the 
music.

 Harrison, who delivers the 
Lennon vocals and plays lead 
guitar with the Sun Kings, says 
the White Album might be his fa-
vorite Beatles record. “Great lyr-
ics, melodies and rock and roll,” 
he says.
 He explains how the Beatles 
affected the lives of so many 
growing up at that time. “Liver-
pool was bombed and depressed 
but they (the Beatles) saw oppor-
tunity. The world shaped them 
and they shaped the world,” he 
says, explaining that the Beatles 
were a bright spot. “Their mes-
sage was that we’ll be OK. The 
key for them was to make things 
better.”
 In fact, Harrison has just per-
formed his solo “In the Spirit of 
Lennon” show at the Cavern in 
Liverpool, where the Beatles got 
their start, in what was surely a 
highlight in his musical career.
 Along with Harrison the 
Sun Kings is comprised of Scott 
Southard, who takes the Paul Mc-

Cartney vocals and plays bass, 
guitar and piano, Bruce Coe who 
does the George Harrison vocals 
and plays guitar and piano, Steve 
Scarpelli (Ringo) on drums, per-
cussion and vocal, and Michael 
Barrett on keyboards, orchestra-
tions, guitar, percussion, har-
monica and vocals. They have 
had this lineup for two years but 
have been around as a band for 
18 years. Although they each 
lean toward a particular Beatles 
member, they are not a caricature 
band. They do build lots of story 
telling into their shows.
 Harrison is looking forward 
to a fun party celebrating this 
50th anniversary and echoes 
Stack’s enthusiasm for dress-
ing as a White Album character. 
“There’s plenty to chose from – 
Bungalow Bill, Rocky Raccoon, 
Sexy Sadie, Desmond and Molly 
Jones, Chairman Mao for a start.”
 “Life is a participation sport,” 
says Stack. “Play along – it’s re-
ally fun.”

Broker/President CRS, GRI  

Lamorinda’s Real Estate 
Brokerage since 2000

5 Agents team

Top Lamorinda Broker 
Service-Performance-Integrity

925-254-7600
Alex@AGRealty1.com

CalBRE#01305545

www.Alexgailas.com
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(925) 943-7427  |  1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com 

WALNUT CREEK’S PREMIER ACTIVE SENIOR 
LIVING COMMUNITY IN THE HEART OF THE CITY 

STEPS AWAY FROM 
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING, 

DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT.

WWWWWWWWWWWAAAAAAAAALLLLLLNNNNUUT CREEK’S PR

Complimentary ticket to 

‘A Christmas Carole’ 

for Active Seniors  

Please call or email 

jshively@

theheritagedowntown.com

Communing with nature in the 
outdoor classroom
By John T. Miller

Using the 35-acre Twin Canyon 
Girl Scout Camp in Lafayette 

at the end of Springhill Road that 
borders Briones Regional Park for 
its classroom, Wild Oak Educa-
tion, a nonprofi t home school en-
richment program, offers a unique 
approach to education. 
 Formerly Singing Stones 
School, a Waldorf Education set-
ting in Walnut Creek, the group 
moved to the Lafayette location 
earlier this year and is currently 
completing its fi rst 12-week ses-
sion. Wild Oak rents the space 
from the Girl Scouts for their three 
days of classes, and occasionally 
hosts other community events, 
such as fi lm screenings and cam-
pouts.
 Classes are conducted using 
various campgrounds, picnic ar-
eas and other sites nestled in the 
hillsides. “We conduct education 
outdoors, rather than calling our-
selves outdoor education,” says 
Kate Newkirk, Business Manager 
at Wild Oak.
 Lead Grades Teacher Meryn 
Gruhn Di Tullio reinforces the con-
cept of using the outdoors, saying, 
“Something magical happens in na-
ture that can’t happen within four 
walls. Being backed against the 
wall and being trapped in a corner 
requires walls. There’s a feeling of 
openness and a freedom to be your-
self in nature’s sanctuary.”
 The staff has had wilderness 
fi rst aid training, especially con-
cerning rattlesnakes. In addition, 
the school has access to the aptly 
named Cocoon building in case of 
inclement weather.
 In addition to the Grades pro-
gram (for ages 6-15 years), the 
school also runs a separate For-
est Kindergarten program (ages 
4-6), and a Parent and Child class 
for younger children. Both groups 
work to establish a rhythm to their 
days. According to their website, 
in kindergarten “the daily rhythm 
and weekly patterns of meaning-
ful work such as washing, baking 
bread, and preparing soup provide 
a comforting sense of time and 
structure. The predictability of 
knowing ‘what comes next’ allows 
children to be fully present in the 
moment.”
 Lead Forest Kindergarten 

teacher Andrea Hector, who spent 
most of her childhood exploring 
the hills around Martinez, has a 
master’s degree in early child-
hood education and environmental 
education, specializing in garden-
based learning. Their website 
states she “combines her passion 
for Waldorf principles and her 
love of providing outdoor instruc-
tion for young children where they 
can explore the natural world in its 
entirety.”
 Gruhn Di Tullio holds an asso-
ciate degree in international rela-
tions and a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree and is a multitalented artist. 
Her passion is in creating engag-
ing experiential curriculum, and 
the interconnection to nature.
 While its emphasis for seven 
years previous as Singing Stones 
was as a Waldorf School, the Wild 
Oak curriculum employs many 
different educational philosophies 
– including Montessori – in ad-
dition to the teachings of Rudolf 
Steiner.
 Classes meet on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
9 a.m. until 1 p.m. for kindergar-
ten, and until 1:30 p.m. for Grades.  
Extension is available until 3 p.m. 
each day, with handwork, art, and 
journaling offered. Students can 
choose to enroll in one, two, or 
three days.
 Forest Kindergarten hikes to 
various sites in Briones on Tues-
days and Wednesdays where they 
engage in nature play, have snacks, 
and hike back for lunch outside. 
On Thursdays they chop veggies, 
make soup, and do other projects. 
Gruhn Di Tullio adds, “To promote 
inclusivity and a sense of belong-
ing, eating together is an important 
part of our curriculum.”
 The Grades program cov-
ers math on Tuesdays, science on 
Wednesdays, and humanities on 
Thursdays. With a wide range of 
ages, the students often break into 
groups to meet their individual 
needs. The learning is experiential. 
For example, in science they used 
camping stakes and twine to make 
a grid of an area for a fi eld study to 
examine the burrows and activities 
of the ground squirrel. 
 The focus of study for humani-
ties for the current session has been 

the Renaissance, with emphasis on 
the explorers. Gruhn Di Tullio, a 
world traveler herself, brings more 
to the learning than the traditional 
Eurocentric teaching, saying, “The 
Renaissance was a worldwide 
experience involving other coun-
tries as well. We study explorers 
like Ibn Battuta, a Moroccan, and 
Zheng He, who was from what is 
now Mongolia.”
 Gruhn Di Tullio says the 
teaching of a worldview matches 
the welcome diversity of the stu-
dents in the program. Other topics 
include First Peoples, Human and 
Animal Tales, and Innovations.
 About half the students come 
for all three days, an option known 
as a “micro school,” according to 
their website. These schools fea-
ture less than 150 students, mul-
tiple ages learning together, where 
teachers act more as guides than 
lecturers, and a highly personal-
ized education with an emphasis 
on project-based learning. Stu-
dents come from all parts of the 
Bay Area.
 Newkirk emphasized that Wild 
Oak is a home school enrichment 
program, and not a school, per se. 
“We are fulfi lling a need in this 
area for nature-based education 
that also contains curriculum in 
core subject areas.”
 For more information about tu-
ition and session dates, visit 
wildoakeducation.org.

Students at Wild Oak play an improvised collaborative running game during free time at their outdoor 

classroom in Lafayette.          Photo provided

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayett e     
www.fl oralartsfl orist.com

(925) 284-5765
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Fine Jewelry since 1977

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off  Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 12/15/18. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Offi  ce

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

 

 • Trust Agreement 
• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAA 

LIVING TRUST 

Law Offices of  
Lauren Smykowski 

(925) 257-4277 

laurensmy@gmail.com 
www.smykowskilaw.com 

Plan Includes: 
 • Trust Agreement 

• Pour Over Will 
• Guardianship of Minor Children 
• Power of Attorney for Finance 
• Community Property Agreement 
• Transfer of Real Property into Trust 

Advanced Medical Directives, Including:

• Power of Attorney for Health Care 
• Living Will 
• HIPAAINITIAL 

CONSULTATION FREE Notary Services Included! 

Office Located in Walnut Creek  

 Valid until December 12, 2018

895
COMPLETE

$ • Trust Agreement
• Pour Over Will
• Guardianship of Minor Children
• Power of Attorney for Finance
• Transfer of Real Property
• Advanced Health Care Directive

DON’T GO BROKE IN A NURSING HOME

Learn about:
1. How to Get Medi-Cal Coverage For Your Nursing Home Care.

2. How you should update your estate planning documents to 
incorporate asset protection and Medi-Cal qualifi cation language. 

3. The Veterans Administration Aid & Attendance Improved 
Pension Benefit, for war time veterans.  

WHEN: Thursday, November 8, 2018 from 12:00 to 1:30 p.m.
WHERE:  At the Heather Farm Community Center Club Room
301 N. San Carlos Dr., Walnut Creek. Next to the Lake at Heather Farm Park.

YOUR ATTENDANCE IS FREE
RSVP: The Law Offices of MICHAEL J. YOUNG

925-256-0298 or lawyoung1@gmail.com

Students and disabled adults create crafts 
for 1st Annual Peace and Kindness Carnival
By Jenn Freedman

The local nonprofi t Mindful Littles brought togeth-
er 10 disabled adults from Las Trampas School 

in Lafayette and 22 students from Carondolet High 
School in Concord Oct. 10 to create mindful crafts, 
like beaded bracelets, lavender sachets, and painted 
pots, which will be sold at a Peace and Kindness Car-
nival on Veterans Day at Orinda Community Park.  
 Tanuka Gordon, founder of Mindful Littles, ex-
plained the inspiration for this partnership: “My own 
11-year friendship with a woman who has cerebral 
palsy has been the inspiration for creating more and 
more organic opportunities between people who have 
special needs and those who do not.  There is noth-
ing more powerful than the beautiful expression of 
love and inclusion that can naturally emerge when you 
bring such groups together.”  
 Integrating these groups was a natural extension of 
their existing partnerships with the nonprofi t already: 
Carondolet has been working closely with Mindful 
Littles’s youth leadership program, and the school had 
specifi cally offered up students to volunteer with the 
organization as part of their Day of Service program 
on this particular day in October. In addition, Mind-
ful Littles has an ongoing program with Las Trampas, 
teaching yoga and mindfulness at the school for devel-
opmentally disabled adult students every Friday.  The 
weekly yoga class at Las Trampas is now open to the 
public as well. This experience lends itself to a natural 
opportunity for opening up a diversity dialogue with 

children at home.
 Initially, both the Carondolet and Las Trampas stu-
dents felt unsure of what to expect when they gathered 
to make the crafts.  But as soon as they began work-
ing together, both groups were naturally helping each 
other. “Quite honestly, I was moved to tears as I saw 
the students help each other, laugh, share stories.  By 
the end of the morning, the groups were eating lunch 
together and even gave each other high-fi ves and hugs 
before they left. If we can create more and more of 
these immersion opportunities, our world would start 
looking like a different place,” Gordon said.
 The crafts will be sold at the First Annual Peace 
and Kindness Carnival, a fundraiser for Mindful Lit-
tles.  Its mission is to spark children and families to en-
gage in mindful, compassionate action through service 
learning experiences, creative yoga and mindfulness 
programs, and heartful parenting resources. Mindful 
Littles is a small and fast-growing nonprofi t, and fund-
raising has become a critical need to enable long-term 
sustainability.  
 The carnival will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Mon., Nov. 12 at Orinda Community Park and will in-
clude a live band, bouncy house, face painting, balloon 
artist, kindness games, carnival games, food trucks, 
and a chance to meet and help real veterans on Veter-
ans day. Tickets are $40 per child, free for adults and 
children under 2. For tickets, go to mindfullittles.org 
and click the upcoming events tab.

Students help each other make beaded bracelets. Photo Jenn Freedman

Holiday magic at the Moraga Art Gallery
By Sophie Braccini

The quaint art gallery in Moraga’s Rheem Shop-
ping Center has curated for the end of the year 

a show that combines beautiful objects, unique 
jewelry and diverse paintings. Always driven by a 
need to create uniqueness, the artists present a wide 
palette for art afi cionados and people looking to 
give their loved ones – or themselves – something 
that will endure as a testimony of human creativity.
 The show, “Holiday Magic in Porcelain and 
Paint,” will be on display through Jan. 5. The two 
featured artists are plein-air painter Maria San-
toStefano and ceramist Donna Arganbright. 
 SantoStefano’s work captures the light and 
shade, and the colors of Northern California land-
scape. Her compositions often feature a pastoral 
scene that include some type of building, barn or 
old house, and expose brilliant gradients of reds, 
greens, blues and earthy tones on display as sea-
sons change. A student of Anne Marie Glover and 
Pam Glover, the affi liation is certainly recogniz-
able, but SantoStefano adds a boldness and creativ-
ity all her own.
 Where SantoStefano offers beauty and dream, 
Arganbright and her ceramics bring humor and col-
or into everyday objects. Her bowls, pitchers, mugs 
or trays are a charming way to bring the special and 

unique into our world. SantoStefano’s technique is 
fl awless, the shapes she creates are harmonious and 
the colors are vibrant without being aggressive.
 The gallery also features the creations of sev-
eral other notable local artists in many different 
genres.
 One of them is Jyotsna Singh, the granddaugh-
ter of Maharaja Bhupinder Singh of Patiala who 
said she inherited her grandfather’s passion for 
jewelry. She brings to the Moraga Art Gallery a 
limited edition of her new Manjusha collection that 
was designed for the Legion of Honor Museum 
gift shop. The elements of the collection available 
in Moraga are of exquisite craftsmanship, with a 
defi nitely modern East-meets-West fl avor. The ear-
rings, necklaces and bracelets are beautifully de-
tailed yet easy to wear everyday. The reasonable 
pricing will make it an simple choice as a gift.
 Many other artists worthy of consideration will 
attract the attention of visitors. Anna W. Edwards 
from San Leandro has several mesmerizing ab-
stract paintings on display inspired by sunsets that 
the painter experienced all over the world. K. de 
Groot jewelry, creations often based on antique 
Asian pieces are also on display, including some 
new works by the artist that demonstrate her talent 
for balance and discriminatory elegance.
 George Ehrenhaft’s watercolors, inspired by 
the local scene or Yosemite, always bring a sense 
to calm poetry and soft happiness, while Pam Mur-
ray’s creative collage energizes the whole gallery.
 The gallery located at 522 Center St, close to 
T.J. Maxx is open from noon to 5 p.m. Wednes-
day through Sunday. For more information, visit at 
moragaartgallery.com. 
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Infants as young as six months 
old pay attention and respond 

to race, according to research 
performed by experts, includ-
ing Dr. Allison Briscoe-Smith, a 
Berkeley-based psychologist. Fed 
sugar water and their eye patterns 
tracked, babies shown someone 
of a race outside of their usual 
experience focus more and suck 
at higher rates. Although the stud-
ies exclude systemic experience 
and are primarily done with black 
and white babies, leaving out 
mixed race and other races, the 
data proves race is a phenomenon 
in very early childhood develop-
ment.
 That and other startling facts – 
as well as instructional tools with 
which to engage children about 
racial relations – were the subject 
Oct. 16 of a Lamorinda Moms 
speaking event, “How to Talk to 
Your Kids About Race.” The pro-
gram introduced Briscoe-Smith, 
who received her undergraduate 
training in social psychology from 
Harvard University and holds 
an M.A. and a Ph.D. in clinical 
psychology from UC Berkeley. 
Her specialty is treating patients 
whose trauma is experienced at 
the intersection of poverty and 
racism. A frequent public speaker, 
trainer and consultant, Briscoe-
Smith addresses the compound 
negative forces that interrupt and 
impact relationships. She is the 
mother of three children, ages 1, 8 
and 9.
 After asking the approxi-
mately 75 adults gathered in the 
multipurpose room at Orinda In-
termediate School to share their 
fi rst race-related memories with a 
nearby seat mate, Briscoe-Smith 
said, “We can engage in dialogue 
about race. It is doable.” Moments 
later, she issued a caveat: “But 
we’re not fl uent in the conversa-
tion and that communicates some-
thing to kids.”
 Often, hesitant to discuss a 
topic fraught with tension and, 
perhaps, to sidestep a raw, un-
welcome glimpse at their own 
implicit bias, parents avoid speak-
ing about race with children. They 
are afraid to make a mistake. They 
wonder, what if I bring it up too 
soon? What if I traumatize my 
son or daughter with warnings of 
how awful a world with systemic 
and implicit bias can be? What if 
I say the wrong thing? That would 
mean I’m a racist. They’ll think 
I’m a bad person.
 It’s not just parents who wor-
ry; teachers hesitate, afraid they’ll 
lose their jobs or unsure of the best 
methods to integrate the topic of 
race into classroom curriculum.
 “We’re gonna make mis-
takes,” said Briscoe-Smith. But 
not speaking isn’t a solution, be-
cause adult silences also instruct. 
“Our kids are wired to learn from 
whether or not we’re comfortable 
talking about race,” she said. In-
stead, frequent engagement, not 
making it “a race talk,” much in 
the same way discussions about 
sex must not be “one-off” conver-
sations, she said is most effective. 
Parents are already conveying 
daily lessons about acting, speak-
ing and thinking with compassion, 
kindness and social justice. Break-

ing it into manageable chunks and 
pacing the conversation to suit a 
child’s developmental stage and 
temperament are all useful ap-
proaches. Parents granting per-
mission to kids – and to them-
selves – to admit, “I’m not sure 
what to say,” or “I don’t have all 
the answers but I believe it’s really 
important to talk about it,” is es-
sential.
 Although there are no fast, 
perfect and easy solutions, there is 
plenty of science to support diving 
in at a young age. Exactly when to 
begin talking with children about 
race was the primary concern and 
question repeatedly asked by the 
audience during Briscoe-Smith’s 
presentation.
 By age 2-and-a-half to 3, chil-
dren display preference for hetero-
geneous peers. Disturbingly, black 
children as young as age 4 begin 
to indicate white preference and 
attribute positive characteristics to 
white dolls and negative response 
to black dolls. Despite desegrega-
tion and other markers of social 
justice and civil rights achieve-
ment, Briscoe-Smith said the doll 
studies originally conducted to 
establish Supreme Court rulings 
regarding segregation were rep-
licated in 2014 and had the same 
results. It all adds up to what au-
thor Beverly Daniel Tatum refers 
to as “The Smog,” a harmful, per-
vasive environment of racism in 
America that has real, long-term 
health consequences for children 
and adults. 
 The media doesn’t help. Re-
search shows black fathers are 
more involved in parenting than 
other families, but media from 
Fox News to CNN over-represents 
black male’s criminality, poverty 
and lack of family involvement. 
And although there are roughly 
600,000 more black Americans in 
college than in prison – and since 
1970, black Americans with high 
school degrees have jumped from 
31 to 70 percent, according to data 
presented by Briscoe-Smith – me-
dia misinformation continues. 
Across teachers of all demograph-
ics, students who are people of 
color are disciplined more often 
than white children, are met with 
low expectations or are expelled 
from schools.
 People asked if counter-ste-
reotype or empathy training is 
effective in breaking down sys-
temic and implicit bias. Briscoe-
Smith said she and other experts 
have found the training doesn’t 
last more than 24 hours because 
“we’re still in the smokestacks.”  
Meaning, people live in an envi-
ronment of implicit racism and 
therefore quickly revert to estab-
lished patterns. Defensiveness 
prevents people from honestly 
evaluating their own implicit bias. 
“Saying, ‘I’m sorry I’ve done 
some harm,’ is different than, ‘I’m 
sorry you took offense at that.’ It 
pushes the responsibility onto the 
other person,” she said.
 Of course Briscoe-Smith also 
offered words of hope. A col-
league who conducted training at 
Berkeley High School had strong 
early results that faded by the end 
of the fi rst year. But repeated a 
second year, the training stuck and 

proved with repetition and time, 
“moving the smog” of racism is 
possible.
 For teachers and administra-
tors, she recommended staff-wide 
education about implicit bias and 
one-on-one training for classroom 
applications. Schools and entire 
districts that develop strong mis-
sion statements and hiring policies 
that refl ect diversity and inclusive-
ness – and develop programs to 
support those mandates more of-
ten than one month or one day per 
year – establish for students that 
every child belongs and is valued.
 For parents concerned about 
framing the conversation, Bris-
coe-Smith offered ideas and re-
sources: develop a family mission 
statement; practice and model 
mindfulness that slows reactivity 

and enables intentional, aware-
of-difference perspectives, espe-
cially when speaking to or about 
other people and events in the 
context of race. Resources of-
fered at Embrace Race’s website 
and others offered at her website 
(http://www.drbriscoesmith.com/

resources/) are good places for 
parents, teachers and adults who 
work with children to become 
educated about these must-have, 
ongoing conversations.
 For more information, visit
www.lamorindamoms.org or
www.drbriscoesmith.com/home.
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GRADES K-12 
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

Theater View Veterinary Clinic
• Offering your pets compassionate care

• Modern hospital and equipment

• Long tenured, experienced staff

• Puppy classes for our clients

Dr. Laurie Langford-owner 

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200
Orinda, CA 94563

P: (925) 317-3187
F: (925) 334-7017

E: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
W: www.theaterviewvetclinic.com Dr. Amelia Ausman 

Have you had your flu shot yet?
Even healthy people get the flu. 
Protect yourself and your loved ones.  
Get vaccinated.

Immunizations made easy

To schedule an appointment today in our 

Lamorinda office, call 925-962-9120.

911 Moraga Road, Lafayette, CA 94549

Talking to kids about race
By Lou Fancher

From left: Rebecca Branstetter, a Lamorinda mom, speaks with Dr. Allison 

Briscoe-Smith prior to the Oct. 16 event.                Photo Lou Fancher

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say “good,”  
you say “neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Now that's teamwork.Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

Contra  
Costa  
Recycles
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Recyclable items are generated 
throughout your home. Pledge 

to place all empty, clean, and dry 
recyclable items in your blue bin, 
and help keep useful materials 

MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnntttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

America Recycles Day is Nov. 15 

During the month of November, pledge 

to recycle more, and vote for a local 

community project to receive a $1,500 

waste reduction project grant!

www.ContraCostaReccyccles.comwww.Co raCostaRecycles.co

Submit your pledge and vote 

November 1–November 30 for the 

chance to win zero-waste prizes!

eep
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Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement, 
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, 
or about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along 
with your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and 
include “Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some 
of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and informa-
tion about their activities.   Submissions may be sent to  storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com 
with the subject header In Service to the Community.
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Event focuses on many aspects of  
Congo
Submitted by Bobbie Dodson

Congo Mission Team chair at Lafay-
ette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 

Herb Long, says “It seems most of us did 
not learn much about Africa in school, an 
important area on the world stage.” Local 
residents will have an excellent opportu-
nity to learn about one of its countries, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, at Cel-
ebrate the Congo from noon to 2:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 4 in Fellowship Hall at LOPC. 
The Lafayette event will feature Congo-
lese food, music, dance, cultural talk and 
a fashion show.  
 “It will be a joyous occasion,” says 
Long. “However, there will also be an 
opportunity to learn about conditions in 
Congo today. The humanitarian conditions 
in the DRC remain in crisis, but the Con-
golese people have a vibrant, multi-facet-
ed culture that we want to share with the 
community.”
 Mboyo Therese Okitukunda, the fea-
tured speaker, was born and raised in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.  She came 
to the United States after completing two 
years at the University of Kinshasa.  She 
earned her teaching credential at Foothill 
and Modesto community colleges and be-
came an associate teacher at Early Head 
Start.  Her passion for education and learn-
ing led her to pursue a degree in nursing 
in 2014. She is a wife and mother of six 
children.  Topics of discussion include his-
torical background, tribes and languages, 

and contributions to world civilization.
 A fashion show will be presented by 
Esther Nkunku, an American-born de-
signer who saw her roots from the DRC.  
After completing her studies in Congo, Es-
ther returned to America to pursue further 
studies in fashion design at the Academy 
of Art University in San Francisco.  In 
2006 she launched her clothing designing 
business, producing mainly traditional Af-
rican ladies styles. She also combines the 
traditional African heritage with western 
style to make it more contemporary.  She 
is skilled in experimental fabric-manipula-
tion, such as pleating, appliqué, layering 
and gathering.
 Featured dancer Byb Chanel Bibene 
is a dance educator, researcher choreogra-
pher and performer, working in theater and 
contemporary dance and has performed 
around the world.  He received an MFA in 
dance creative practice from Saint Mary’s 
College.  He founded the Mbongui Square 
Festival that gathers artists from the Bay 
Area and across the world.  In addition, he 
is the author of numerous poems and short 
works.
 “At the end,” says Long, “all three pre-
senters will be available for a question and 
answer period.  There will also be a short 
explanation of the work the church sup-
ports in Congo.”  Lunch is $7 and can be 
paid at the door or by calling Jim Fulford 
at (925) 254-5419.

Sara (Sally) Chappell 
1926-2018

Sara (Sally) Chappell quietly 
passed away in the early morning 

hours on Sept. 20. She had been living 
in a memory care unit for the past 
3-1/2 years in the Sacramento area. 
She was a wife, mother and woman 

whose “soft and gentle voice” 
spoke with forceful conviction as 
her children, Peggy, Betsy and Jay, 
and their spouses came to know and 
appreciate. 
    Sally was born in Berkeley 
on Dec. 22, 1926, in Alta Bates 
Hospital where she later served as 
a long-time volunteer. In addition 
to Alta Bates, she was very active in 

supporting the Orinda Community Church UCC, Berkeley YWCA, Town and 
Gown and local book clubs. Her favorite recreational activities were travel, 
theater, needlepoint, bridge, crosswords, the cabin at Donner Lake and reading, 
which she continued to do up to the day she died. 
 Sally, and her husband Ed, traveled the world and also took their children 
and grandchildren on some of these trips. She was a good person, a wonderful 
friend, a gracious host and a mother, a Granny and GG who will be missed by her 
children, in-laws, 8 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren. 

Stephen James Spleiss
Stephen James Spleiss, of 

Lafayette, California, passed 
away on August 25, 2018 following 
a 28-year battle with cancer. 
           Stephen and his twin sister, Elise 
were born in Oakland, California at 
the old Oak Knoll Naval Hospital 
on April 7, 1951.  Their parents 
were Arthur and Opal Spleiss, both 
deceased. Raised in San Francisco, 
Stephen attended West Portal 
Lutheran School, Herbert Hoover 
Jr. High and Lincoln High School, 
where he was a member of the 
Junior Reserve Offi cer Training 
Corps (JROTC). 

 Growing up, Stephen was always interested in and read all he could about 
the military in history, even up to his death. He entered military service right out 
of high school. He was proud of his time in the Navy, particularly serving aboard 
hospital ship USS Repose (AH-16).  And later in the Gulf of Tonkin operations 
during WESTPAC 1972 aboard the USS Berkeley (DDG-15), in May 1972, 
“Linebacker”. These words Stephen wrote in a poem a week before his death 
refl ect how he lived his life: “I served my country with pride. There is not an 
expiration date on my service to my country”.
 Stephen is survived by his son Jason Spleiss (Amanda) and two grandsons 
of Los Banos, California; his twin sister Elise Spleiss of Roseville, California; 
sisters Kathleen Allison of Florida and Catherine Pratt (Steve); brothers Cliff 
Brackett (Barbara) of Elk Grove, Art Spleiss Jr. of San Francisco, and 11 nieces 
and nephews.
 He was last employed since 2005 in local theatre production as a Theater 
Technician at the Lesher Center for the Arts, Walnut Creek, California.  
 In spite of all the odds against him Stephen never let cancer stop him from 
living. He continued to enjoy a wide range of activities including biking and 
hiking when he could. When resting, he was a poet, scholar and philosopher, 
reading books of all kinds and listening to a wide variety of music. He loved a 
good debate! He liked to cook. He also loved his electronic toys and gadgets, and 
kept Amazon Prime busy!
 Providing him comfort and companionship the last 17 years of his life were 
his twin cats, Castor and Pollux named after “The Twins”, bright stars in the 
Gemini Constellation. They were born on 9/11/2001.  Pollux did precede him 
death in the last few years, so Castor held down the comfort fort till the end.
 Stephen was deeply loved and will be deeply missed.

Eagle Scout project updates 
Lafayette Rim Trail signs
Submitted by Linda Murphy

Residents who hike the 
Lafayette Reservoir 

Rim Trail likely have noticed 
the hard work of Alex Man-
goba of Moraga Boy Scout 
Troop 234.  The East Bay 
Municipal Utility District, 
which manages the trail, has 
numerous Backcountry Reg-
ulations signs posted along 
the 4.7-mile hilly, unpaved 
terrain.  But years of weath-
ering had taken a toll on the 
signs.  EBMUD needed new, 
sturdier signs, and Mangoba 
stepped up to help as part of 
his Eagle Scout project.  
 It was an ambitious 
project to replace 10 signs,  
Mangoba collected large 
amounts of material, hard-
ware, plywood sheets, and 
heavy poles.  Several steps 
were involved in creating the 
signs: measuring and cutting 
the wood and poles to the 
proper shape and size, af-
fi xing the metal signs to the 
wooden backings, and attaching 
the signs to the poles.  Mangoba weather-
proofed all the wood he used to ensure it will 
withstand many years of exposure.  
 After constructing the signs over the 
summer, Mangoba “planted” the signs over 
two weekends.  This phase of the project in-
volved digging holes, mixing cement, and 
positioning the signs.  EMBUD provided a 
truck to drive him and the signs from site to 

site, and Mangoba’s father and fellow Scouts 
helped him set the signs in place.  Mangoba 
never cut corners, and his hard work is evi-
dent in the sturdy new signs that now dot the 
trail.  
 Mangoba has been a member of Troop 
234 since fi fth grade.  Now a Campolindo 
senior, he is proud of his hard work in com-
pleting his time-consuming and physically 
demanding Eagle Scout project.

Campolindo senior Alex Mangoba (left) is assisted by fellow 

Boy Scout Andy Babson in installing a new sign along the 

Lafayette Reservoir Rim Trail.      Photo Linda Murphy

Golfing for a good cause
Submitted by Matt Pease

From left: Craig Little, Art Owen, Dean Okamura, and Shawn Epperson Photo provided

Lafayette Rotary concluded it’s an-
nual Charity Golf Event at the 

Moraga Country Club. The annual event 
was supported by 74 golfers, a record for 
this event, and an additional 20 people 
joined everyone for a dinner at the club 
that night. The purpose of the event was 
to raise money for New Day for Children 
(https://www.newdayforchildren.com/) 
which helps young girls escape sexual 
slavery. 
 Golfers competed for prizes on the 
course and there was an auction that night 
that raised more money from items do-
nated by local businesses and Rotarians. 
Winners of the lowest score prize was won 
by Craig Little, Art Owen, Dean Okamu-
ra, and Shawn Epperson. “This event has 

grown every year and it shows how Rotar-
ians and the local community care deeply 
about helping those that are less fortunate, 
and we are delighted with the results this 
year,” according to Lafayette Rotarian, 
Andrew Parrott, the co-chairman of this 
year’s event. “A New Day for Children 
is grateful for the efforts and generosity 
of the Lafayette Rotarians and the local 
community to help relieve the suffering 
from sexual slavery,” according to Sharon 
Wood, the executive director for A New 
Day for Children. 
 Lafayette Rotary meets every Thurs-
day at 12:15 p.m. at Oakwood Athletic 
Club at 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in La-
fayette. More information is available at 
info@rotarylafayette.org.
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NYT’s best-selling author speaks at LLLC
By Lou Fancher

Approaching the two-year 
mark after the 2016 Presiden-

tial election, many people contin-
ue to puzzle over what happened, 
why it happened, and the impact 
Donald Trump’s presidency will 
have on the future of the United 
States.
 Chief among the curious is 
New York Times best-selling au-
thor, scholar, and former attorney 
Ben Fountain. Appearing Oct. 
17 at Lafayette Library’s Distin-
guished Speaker Series, Fountain 
presented his new book, “Beauti-
ful Country Burn Again” (Ecco). 
Approximately 80 people attended 
the event moderated by Simpson 
Family Literary Project Chair and 
author Joe Di Prisco.
 “Beautiful Country” chroni-
cles the steps and missteps taken 
from the 2016 Iowa Caucus to 
the National Conventions to re-
verberations in the weeks follow-

ing the election. With over 400 
footnotes, the pointed and mostly 
even-handed indictment of Ameri-
can politics is written with well-re-
searched zeal and the unrelenting 
inquisitiveness of an investigative 
journalist. Referencing tumultu-
ous periods in American history, 
Fountain demonstrates scholarly 
expertise as a master philoso-
pher, especially in contextualiz-
ing contemporary partisanship or 
socioeconomic and cultural crisis 
within the nation’s similar strug-
gles over slavery during the Civil 
War; economic suffering during 
the Great Depression that intro-
duced President Roosevelt’s New 
Deal; and the blurry, drifting class 
and race messaging of Democratic 
“neo-liberalism.”
 Importantly for readers, Foun-
tain writes with the fl air of a poet, 
often with sharp satire worthy of 
Saturday Night Live or a Monty 

Python skit. Consistently, the lan-
guage displays thoughtful, pro-
found respect for the ideals upon 
which America was founded – 
freedom, liberty, inclusiveness, in-
dependence, democracy. Despite 
the country so often failing to at-
tain its lofty manifesto, Fountain 
is a romantic, unwilling to release 
the dream.
 Fountain’s debut novel, “Billy 
Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk,” 
won numerous honors, including 
the National Book Critics Circle 
Award in 2012. Born in North 
Carolina and currently a resident 
of Texas, he left law in 1988 to be-
come a full-time writer. His work 
has been published by Harper’s, 
The Paris Review, The Guardian, 
The New York Times and more. 
In Spring 2018, he was named one 
of fi ve fi nalists for the Simpson 
Prize.
 “He covers the conscience of 

America,” said di Prisco, introduc-
ing Fountain. “On every page, he 
plays for keeps. The stakes are sky 
high. Like the great prophets of 
old, he wants America to wake up 
already.”
 Fountain said we live in 
strange and confusing times. So-
cial media “numbs us out and 
dumbs us down.” Libraries, pe-
riodicals and books, he said, are 
a remedy for mobile devices that 
make him jittery and are “com-
pulsive machines that don’t allow 
room for contemplation.” In poli-
tics, by allowing the free market to 
be the arbiter of justice instead of 
representative government, he said 
we’re giving up self-determination 
and agency. Reality may have out-
paced even journalists. “Maybe 
it’s the novelist who can really get 
a grip on all this,” he suggested.
 But when The Guardian com-
missioned a series of articles, he 
hoped that writing as a journalist 
about the campaign and election 
as watershed moments in politics 
might help him understand “why 
things turned out the way they did.” 
Compiling and expanding the es-
says into a book, narrative chapters 
of key political episodes and topics 
alternate with chorus-like “Book of 
Days” chapters that spin out dizzy-
ing accounts of events within each 
month leading up to and one-month 
past the election.
 “I certainly don’t have all the 
answers or even most of the an-
swers,” he admitted.
 But Fountain may have come 
up with a vital formula for seek-
ing understanding: develop solid 
questions; point arrows at all play-
ers on all sides within the political 
fi eld; back up every fact, quote and 
data point with multiple sources. 
“This book is fi lled with foot-
notes,” he said. “I want your eye 
to drop from the text right down to 

the bottom of the page so you can 
see for yourself right away wheth-
er or not I’m telling the truth.”
 The truth is frequently pain-
ful. Money rules candidates, re-
gardless of party. And educating 
people caught in the grip of a rip-
roaring, fact-dishonoring media 
feed that he calls the “fantasy in-
dustrial complex,” has limitations. 
Ultimately, he said, “Reality has 
a way of biting us in the ass. Hu-
mans have always had a capacity, 
a gift, the curse of escapism, dis-
traction, fantasy. Our mainstream 
culture serves us very poorly. It 
shows in our politics.”
 Asked during a Q&A about so-
lutions, Fountain offered majestic 
and matter-of-fact replies. A return 
to the fairness doctrine that pre-
vented corporate media companies 
from monopolizing the informa-
tion market and establishing so-
cial order embedded in the notion 
of equality came fi rst to mind. “If 
we stay true to what is the best in 
our country, maybe the good guys 
will win,” he said. Disappearing 
into the writing or reading of a big 
novel, sweating while doing yard 
work and loving your local library 
provided everyday, attainable ac-
tions.
 Anne Grodin of Lafayette left 
the event with another manage-
able task: to read Fountain’s book. 
“I come to the lectures to be ex-
posed to new ideas. I appreciate 
that his book isn’t all one point of 
view – it’s a balanced report. I like 
that, because I need to fi gure out 
why part of the country was hav-
ing such a disparate point of view 
from the other part. The footnotes 
mean he’s a true journalist. It’s not 
just someone’s opinion.”
 For a schedule of upcoming 
author lectures at LLLC, visit 
https://www.lllcf.org/program-
category/guest-authors/.

From left: Joe di Pisco, Beth Needel, Ben Fountain and Vickie Sciacca. Photo Lou Fancher

LLLC Exhibit features 
Lafayette artist 
Submitted by Juliet Hansen

The Lafayette Public Art Com-
mittee welcomes its newest 

exhibit “Travels with an Artist” by 
Lafayette resident Helen Ann Licht, 
who shares her colorful paintings 
based on her many travels through 
India and Burma. The exhibit runs 
through Dec. 31.
 A Stanford graduate, Licht 
has a second bachelor’s degree in 
studio art and art history from UC 
Berkeley.  Licht’s colorful works 
have been shown in galleries and 
universities in the United States 

and Mexico City.
 A welcome reception is planned 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
13 at the library gallery adjacent to 
the Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center Community Hall.  The 
library gallery is open to the pub-
lic on Monday evenings from 7 to 
9 p.m. and during the many public 
events at the library.  For more in-
formation, contact Juliet Hansen at 
(925) 299-3216.  For information 
about the artist, visit helenannlicht.
com. 

Artist Helen Ann Licht with two of her paintings.  Photo provided

 Photo Sophie Braccini

A walk to honor Jeanette Fritzky

Approximately 200 people 
gathered at the Moraga 

Commons Oct. 27 to walk in 
honor of former Council Mem-
ber Jeanette Fritzky, raise money 
for the American Cancer Society, 
and increase awareness for the 
disease that claimed her life: lung 
cancer. 
 Lung cancer in never-smokers 

is now considered the sixth most 
common cause of cancer deaths in 
the United States. The percentage 
of affected individuals is signifi -
cantly higher in Asian women. 
 Teresa Onoda, former col-
league of Fritzky, gave a warm 
recollection on the dais of the 
woman she considered her friend. 
She praised Fritzky’s intelli-

gence, analytical skills, warmth, 
humor and elegance. Elected offi -
cials from neighboring cities, the 
county and state came to honor 
Fritzky and participate in the 1.5-
mile walk on the Lafayette-Mora-
ga trail. The event was sponsored 
by a large number of local busi-
nesses, associations and the town 
of Moraga. – S. Braccini

www.Lamorindaweekly.com
Most Frequently Viewed Stories From Our Last Issue:

- Team Laura roots for a Moraga mother fi ghting for life
- Fire chief dismisses two employees for unauthorized political activity
- Split MOFD board approves three-year labor contract with fi refi ghters union
- Letters to the Editor
- Plant-powered in Lamorinda
- Many speakers but not much controversy as Orinda adopts safe gun storage ordinance
- MOFD Division 1 race features stark differences between candidates
- AUHSD board candidates offer their insights about education
- Two Orindans compete to succeed Brad Barber in MOFD Division 4
- St. Mary’s Road roundabout project discussed with public

If you wish to view any of the stories above go to www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the 
link below the story.
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 ART

Bay Area Studio Artists will pres-
ent “Herd,” an exhibit of paintings 
in acrylics and oils at Orinda Books, 
276 Village Square, Orinda, dur-
ing the month of October. Stop by 
the bookstore during regular hours. 
BASA is a group of local artists 
who have been painting and show-
ing their work together since 2010. 
Their show “Herd” explores the 
herd instinct, that urge to gather 
with others of your own kind. It ex-
plores herds of many kinds, includ-
ing some whimsical varieties. For 
more information on BASA, see the 
website: http://www.bayaareastu-
dioartists.com.

Fall Exhibitions at the Saint 
Mary’s College Museum of Art 
through Dec. 16. “Graphicanos: 
Contemporary Latino Prints” from 
the Serie Project and “Stanley Kop-
pel: Artist as Activist.” https://www.
stmarys-ca.edu/museum 

Valley Art Gallery presents its 
new fall show “Art’s Up!” running 
through Nov. 10. Demonstrating a 
wide range of motifs, styles, media 
and prices, and representing the best 
of the best from more than 100 East 
Bay artists, “Art’s Up!” exhibition 
is a must-see show for residents of 
the Diablo Valley! In addition, there 
are beautifully crafted, ceramic, 
wood and glass pieces, and original 
designer jewelry. www.valleyartgal-
lery.org; (925) 935-4311

In the spirit of the season, the 
Moraga Art Gallery presents “Holi-
day Magic in Porcelain and Paint,” 
a colorful new show featuring the 
works by two of Lamorinda’s most 
celebrated artists: Lafayette’s Donna 
Arganbright and Orinda’s Maria 

SantaStefano. The show, which in-
cludes paintings, jewelry, ceramics, 
photographs, and many other gifts 
of art by the gallery’s 14 members 
and guest artists, runs through Jan. 
5. The public is invited to a free 
opening reception from 5 to 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 27. For more in-
formation, visit www.moragaartgal-
lery.com or call (925) 376-5407.

MUSIC

The Sun Kings – two nights, two 
shows at Town Hall Theatre Com-
pany in Lafayette: Friday, Nov. 2, 
“Very Best of The Beatles;” Sat-
urday, Nov. 3, “The Beatles White 
Album 50th Anniversary Gala Cel-
ebration.” Doors open at 7 p.m. and 
music starts at 8 p.m. Tickets: $35 
advance; $40 at the door. Tickets 
and more information at www.tow-
halltheatre.com.

The UC Alumni Chorus presents 
“REMEMBER: Music for Día de 
los Muertos,” a concert program that 
remembers those who have inspired 
us with their work at 3 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 4 in the Hertz Hall on the 
UC Berkeley campus. Featured are 
Mozart’s Requiem, in the version 
completed by Robert Levin, and the 
premiere of a new commission by 
Paul Ayres, with text from a sermon 
by Dr. Martin Luther King. Tickets 
are $20 (general); $15 (senior 62+) 
and $10 (student) and are avail-
able at the door and online: https://
www.brownpapert ickets .com/
event/3625367. Visit UCAC’s web 
page: http://ucac.net/ or fi nd UCAC 
on Facebook. 

The Lamorinda Big Band featur-
ing Terry Miller, Brian Nova, Les-
lie Darwin O’Brien and Michael 
Henning debuts at 7 p.m. Wednes-

day, Nov. 7 at Orinda Commu-
nity Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda 
(above Safeway). Tickets: $10 at the 
door. Questions? Visit tmkids.org. 

Ensemble Ari Performs at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 10 at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, 1924 Trinity Av-
enue, Walnut Creek. Ensemble Ari 
is a classical ensemble whose mu-
sicians are Korean-American with 
the mission to bridge Korea and 
other communities through western 
instruments while honoring Korean 
history and culture. At St. Paul’s, 
Ensemble Ari musicians Sharon Lee 
Kim (piano), Jiwon Evelyn Kwark 
(violin) and Sarah Hong (cello) will 
perform Ross Bauer’s Aplomb for 
Violin and Piano, and Maurice Rav-
el’s Sonata for Violin & Cello, Tzi-
gane, and Piano Trio. Free parking 
is provided, or an easy walk three 
blocks from Walnut Creek BART. 
Donation at the door: average $20, 
Students $10 (all are welcome re-
gardless of donation).

Cantare Con Vivo Chamber En-
semble presents Sing We and Chant 
It at 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 18 at the 
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian 
Church, 49 Knox Dr., Lafayette. 
Tickets: General $22, Student $10. 
Website: https://www.cantarecon-
vivo.org/upcoming-events 

THEATER

Diablo Ballet opens its 2018-19 
season with “A Swingin’ Holiday 
and Carnival of the Imagination,” 
Nov. 9-11 at the Del Valle Theatre 
in Walnut Creek. Single tickets are 
$15-$49. Please visit www.lesher-
artscenter.org. or call (925) 943-
SHOW (7469) for tickets. www.
diabloballet.org.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Town Hall Theatre is excited to 
announce their new staged read-
ing series, “In the Wings,” which 
launches with a one-night only read-
ing of “Placebo” – a smart, new off-
beat serio-comedy by Melissa James 
Gibson. “Placebo” will have one 
performance only at 8 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 12 at Town Hall Theatre Com-
pany, 3535 School Street, in Lafay-
ette. Tickets are $10 general admis-
sion and free to subscribers, and are 
available through the Box Offi ce at 
(925) 283-1557 or online at www.
TownHallTheatre.com. 

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Trick or Treat with the kids 3 to 5 
p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 31 at the 
Rheem Shopping Center in Moraga.

“Halloween Night Live” Hallow-
een skit from 7 to 9 p.m. on Oct. 31 
at 12 Lynwood Place, Moraga (Off 
of Corliss.)

Mindful Littles is partnering with 
some local chefs for our Cookin’ for 
a Cause program from 3 to 5 p.m. 
on Nov. 4 at Orinda Community 
Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda. For 
this service project, we are helping 
Operation Dignity. We will make 
dinner at a local kitchen in Orinda 
and then deliver the meal to Opera-
tion Dignity so that the residents can 
enjoy a hot meal. We will provide all 
supplies needed to cook the meals, 
so all you have to do is show up 
with a big heart and be ready to have 
some fun. Cost: $25. For more infor-
mation and to register, please visit 
us at: https://www.fl ipcause.com/
secure/cause_pdetails/NDEwMjA=

Lamorinda Moms 21st Annual 
Preschool Fair from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 8 at Oakwood Ath-
letic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., 
Lafayette. Teachers from over 30 lo-
cal preschools are ready to talk with 
you about teaching philosophies, 
child to teacher ratios, pricing, and 
more!

OTHER

American Association of Universi-
ty Women (AAUW) members of the 
Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette Branch 
are hosting a Game Day from 11:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Miramonte Gardens 
Clubhouse on Thursday, Nov. 1. Af-
ter enjoying a catered lunch, guests 
will play Bridge, Bunko or Domi-
noes. Reservations are $40 and are 
available by contacting Laura Mo-
nin at (925) 631-6667.

Fall is the purrfect time to adopt 
a kitten or cat. Community Con-
cern for Cats invites you to see our 
beauties at this weekend’s adoption 
event from 1 to 4 p.m., Nov. 3 and 4 
at Pet Food Express in Lafayette and 
Pleasant Hill and Petco in Walnut 
Creek. For more information, see 
www.communityconcernforcats.
org. 

5 Steps Women Can Take to En-
sure Financial Fitness at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 3 in the Delphine 
Lounge, Saint Mary’s College. Over 
the next decade women will con-
trol consumer wealth in the United 
States, and account for 85 percent of 
all consumer purchases. Yet fewer 
than 2 in 10 women feel prepared to 
make sound fi nancial decisions, and 
69 percent of women don’t have a 
6-month emergency fund. Finan-
cial planner Michelle Perry Higgins 
(‘94) will outline the 5 steps that 
women can take to be fi nancially fi t. 
To RSVP for this free event, please 
email Courtney Bennett at cab35@
stmarys-ca.edu or call (925) 631-
4168.

The music of Mexico is featured 
in this year’s All Souls Festival at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 4 at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church, 1035 
Carol Lane, in Lafayette. With rav-
ishing voice, an array of guitars, and 
beautiful violin, Cascada de Flores 
honors and advances Mexico’s rich 
musical traditions, builds multicul-
tural bridges, and celebrates the gift 
of life. Families will honor loved 
ones by building a small altar, tell-
ing a few good family stories, shar-
ing pan de muerto, and enjoying 
the amazing art of Carla Winters as 
she paints children’s faces in tradi-
tional Dia de los Muertos style. The 
morning is free but we still pass the 
plate around. For more details, click 
on the All Souls Festival banner at 
www.oslc.net.

The St. Anselm’s Cancer Support 
Group meets at 11:30 a.m. on the 
fi rst Sunday every month in Jackson 
Hall on the grounds of St. Anselm’s 
Episcopal Church in Lafayette to 
provide support to cancer survivors 
and their loved ones. Although we 
meet in the church hall, we welcome 
newcomers from all backgrounds, 
whether religious or not. Our goal 
is to provide emotional support to 
those whose lives have been affect-
ed by cancer. If you or someone you 
care about would like to participate 
in the meetings, please contact Julie 
Rinkenberger at Julierinkenberger@
gmail.com. 

Celebrate Congo—Come for 
lunch, fashion show, dance per-
formance and speaker, Educator, 
Mboyo Therese Okikukunda at noon 
on Nov. 4 in Fellowship Hall of La-
fayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 
49 Knox Drive, Lafayette. Celebrate 
the richness of the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, and learn about its 
poverty and need for a stable caring 
government. Cost: $7 donation for 
lunch. To reserve, call Jim Fulford, 
(925) 254-5419 or pay at the door. 

A Veterans Day celebration hon-
oring those who served 100 years 
ago in WWI will take place from 9 
to 10 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 12 at 
the Veteran’s Memorial Rock in the 
Moraga Commons Park.

 ... continued on next Page

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

Lafayette United Methodist Church 
955 Moraga Road    925.284.4765    thelumc.org

Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others, 
and Serve the World

Sunday Sacrament Service 
at 10AM

Scripture Study & 
Youth Programs

3776 Via Granada, MoragaEveryone welcome!

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
ALL ARE WELCOME

Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org

925.376.4800

 

St. Perpetua Catholic Community 
 

celebrating our faith  enriching our community  sharing our gifts
 

Join us 
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. 
School for TK - 8th grade 

Faith Formation for children and adults 
 

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org  
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School 

Not to be missedNot to be missed Not to be missed

Lamorinda’s Religious Services
OORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M - F 11 - 4; Sat 11 – 2

www.christianscienceorinda.org

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 CAMINO PABLO, 925-376-6900
WWW.STMONICAMORAGA.COM

Mass Times:  Daily Mass Monday -  Friday 9:00 am
Saturday -  Confessions 3:30 - 430 pm / Vigil Mass 5:00 PM

Sunday - Masses at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org 
8:30 a.m. Traditions Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Education for all ages 
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service 
Coffee Fellowship at 9:30 and 11:45 a.m. 

Childcare available for ages 5 and younger 

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am, 10am

If you are spiritual and not religious, are looking for an alternative to 
your childhood religion, seek a loving, accepting community, or are 

yearning for a deeper connection to Spirit, come and  
experience Unity of Walnut Creek. Join us for Sunday Services: 

9:30am Contemplative Service 
11:30am Celebratory Service * Watch Online 

Visit the East Bay’s only Metaphysical bookstore!  

1871 Geary Rd, Walnut Creek  unityofwalnutcreek.org 
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40th Annual Community Thanks-
giving Breakfast will be held 7 to 
8:30 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 16 at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church located at 
1035 Carol Lane in Lafayette. Ev-
eryone is invited to come together to 
share in a breakfast. Donna Wright 
Sommerville, co-founder of Grate-
ful Gatherings will be the keynote 
speaker. Tickets are $25 per person 
and are available online at Lafay-
etteChamber.org.  Tickets will not be 
sold at the door.

Saint Mary’s College Guild’s 
Thanksgiving luncheon will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
Nov. 15 in the Soda Center on the 
Saint Mary’s College campus. All are 
invited to attend. A traditional Thanks-
giving meal with turkey, stuffi ng and 
all the trimmings will be available. 
Our speaker will be Dr. Mary Volmer, 
SMC faculty member and author of 
two books. Reservations should be 
sent to Carmen Hughes, 26 Inverleith 
Terrace, Moraga, CA 94556. Tickets 
are $35. Questions may be directed to 
her at (925) 376-7365. All proceeds 
benefi t Students seeking fi nancial aid 
scholarships.

“The Old Yellow House” 100-year 
celebration of sustainable technol-
ogy tours from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Nov. 17. Join us in celebrating 
Charles Nelson family’s 1918 sus-
tainable living features preserved 
throughout the land of The Old Yel-
low House 1890, which has now 
been married with Biomimicry, a 
Geo/Solar systems integrated by 

James Phillip Wright Architect’s 
transformation. There will be no 
parking and shuttle service can be 
taken from nearby Holy Shepherd 
Lutheran Church.

Women of Spirit is a monthly gath-
ering of inclusive, curious women 
seeking connection, shared learning 
and growth with other women of di-
verse faith traditions. First 1/2 hour 
is social time, followed by a gather-
ing to include a warm welcome, in-
spiring speakers, discussion at table 
groups, and warm group closing. 
The next meeting is from 7 to 9 p.m. 
on Nov. 27 at the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 3776 
Vía Granada, Moraga. We are not af-
fi liated with any religious institution, 
and are open to all. For more infor-
mation, visit https://www.facebook.
com/womenofspiritlamorinda/

For the 21st year, Bobbie and 
Tom Preston will be holding the 
Cycle Recycle, collecting repairable 
bikes to be refurbished and given 
to charitable groups to distribute at 
Christmas. This year the recipient 
organizations include Oakland Inter-
national High School’s Earn-A-Bike 
program, Marsh Creek Detention 
Center, and Trips for Kids in Marin. 
New and/or used bikes and trikes—
in working order or repairable, or 
useable bike parts may be delivered 
to the side driveway of the Pres-
ton’s home at 1307 Larch Avenue 
in Moraga, throughout the month of 
November only. No skateboards or 
plastic bikes please; no need to call 
beforehand, but for more informa-
tion contact Bobbie or Tom Preston 
at (925) 376-8474.

POLITICAL GATHERINGS

Lamorinda Republican Women 
Federated’s meeting will take place 
at 11:30 a.m. on Nov. 15 at the Orin-
da Country Club. Please join us to 
hear Allison Johnson discussing wa-
ter conservation and the importance 
of Central Valley Farmers. Ms John-
son is the Co-President of the Saint 
Mary’s College Republican Club. 
Cost: luncheon and speaker $36; 
speaker only $15; speaker only stu-
dent discount price $5. Reservations 
needed; please contact Elsie Euing at 
ejeuing@comcast.net or (925) 254-
8614. For more information http://
www.lamorindarepublicanwomen.
org/

GARDEN

Walnut Creek Garden Club meet-
ing beginning at 9:45 a.m. on Nov. 
12 at Heather Farm, 1540 March-
banks Road, Walnut Creek. Pro-
gram: Designer Barbara Gordon 
Holiday Designs. Barbara is a Na-
tional Garden Clubs Master Flower 
Show Judge and a gardener. She will 
inspire us with creative and unique 
designs for decorating our homes 
during the holidays. 9:45 a.m. Busi-
ness Meeting, 10:30 a.m. Social, 11 
a.m. Program. 

The Moraga Garden Club will 
hold their next meeting at 9:30 a.m., 
Thursday, Nov. 15, at the Holy Trin-
ity Church, 1700 School Street, Mor-
aga. The guest speaker will be Jenny 
Papka, who will discuss “Live Birds, 
Taxidermy, Artifacts and Fun.” In-
terested parties are welcome to at-

tend the 9:30 a.m. social hour, the 10 
a.m. meeting and the presentation by 
Jenny Papka, immediately following 
the meeting.

The Montelindo Garden Club’s 
November meeting will be at 9:30 
a.m. on Friday, Nov. 16 at the Lafay-
ette Library and Learning Center’s 

Community Hall. Presentation: Sav-
ing the Monarch Butterfl y. Victoria 
“Tora” Roche, the former Park Su-
pervisor for the City of Oakland un-
til her retirement, is a champion of 
Monarch butterfl ies. She will speak 
about the alarming decline in their 
population and resulting local efforts 
to foster the development of Mon-
arch caterpillars and to create habitat 
for Monarchs.
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Service Clubs Announcements

‘Child, Disrupted’ returns to the Rheem 
Theatre for an encore presentation
By Derek Zemrak

“Child, Disrupted,” the winner of the 
2018 Best Short Subject Documentary 

at the California Independent Film Festival, re-
turns for fi ve encore screenings Nov. 3 (3 p.m., 
5 p.m. and 7 p.m.) and Nov. 4 (5 p.m. and 7 
p.m.).  Filmmaker Krista Riihimaki will be in 
attendance and will conduct a question and an-
swer sessions after each screening. 
 The 25-minute documentary explores the 
dangers of tablet usage among children.    We’ve 
all seen it – children in restaurants staring at tab-
lets, phones or other electronic devices for the 
entire meal, or parents handing their phone to 
a crying toddler in their stroller. It can be easy 
to judge the adults who make these choices, but 
are they really as bad as some say they are? 
 Riihimaki, a Montessori teacher and fi lm-
maker, observed her students at increasingly 
younger ages spending large amounts of time 
tied to digital devices. She couldn’t help but 
wonder whether there were any effects on their 
cognitive and physical development. Riihi-
maki would advise the parents of her students 
to limit device use, citing APA guidelines and 
Common-Sense Media, but she wanted to know 
just how much is technology overuse affecting 
children today? 
 In “Child, Disrupted,” Riihimaki inter-
viewed experts from the fi elds of neurological 
development, psychology, occupational thera-
py, sociology, and addiction, to reveal the truth 
behind her worries about screen time and child 
development. The fi lm elucidates how time 
spent using technology specifi cally impacts 
children’s behaviors and offers insight into how 
guardians can curb its infl uence while equip-
ping children to develop healthy relationships 
with technology. 
 During the August fi lm festival, “Child, 
Disrupted” sold out the middle upstairs theatre 
at the Rheem and it was moved to the main au-
ditorium.  It received rave reviews from the 250 
attendees.  Don’t miss this second opportunity 
to see and discuss the fi lm with the fi lmmaker 

this weekend.  Tickets for the movie and Q&A 
are $12.  Tickets are available online at www.
lamorindatheatres.com and at the Rheem The-
atre box offi ce.  It is recommended that you get 
your tickets in advance.   The screenings and 
Q&As will be hosted by Moraga resident Bill 
Brobeck.  
 The following movies are starting this Fri-
day at Lamorinda Theatres:
“The Nutcracker and the Four Realms” (PG) 
(Rheem)
“Bohemian Rhapsody” (PG-13) (Orinda)
“The Guilty” (R) (Orinda)

 Photo provided
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Upcoming events:
Rheem Theatre
Nov. 3 – 4 – “Child, Disrupted” screening 
and Q&A with fi lmmaker (CAIFF Best Short 
Subject Documentary Winner)  
3, 5 and 7 p.m. on Nov 3;  5 and 7 p.m. Nov. 4  
Nov. 9 – 16 – “The Guilty” (International 
Film Showcase)
Nov. 17 – Magic Show with Timothy James 
(6  and 8 p.m.)
Nov. 23 – 30 - “Frank & Ava” (indie fi lm 
about Frank Sinatra and Ava Gardner) 
Northern California Premiere Engagement
Dec. 1 – Psychotronix Film Festival   
Dec. 8 – 9 – Three’s Company Christmas 
Parody Play
Dec. 14 – 21 – “The Gold Seekers” 
(International Film Showcase)

Orinda Theatre
Nov. 8 Live at the Orinda Concert Series 
with Multi Grammy nominee, Maureen 
McGovern- 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 Free Movie Night – “Deliverance” 
6:30 p.m.
Dec. 13  Free Movie Night – “A Christmas 
Story” 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 16  Live at the Orinda Concert Series 
with two-time Tony Award nominee, Karen 
Mason – 7 p.m.
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Lafayette Rotary Club
Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting. 

Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

November 1:  
Dick Holt will recognize 

the donors of The Concert 

at the Res!

www.rotarylafayette.org 
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA

November 8:  
Amy Stice Founder of Arrive 

Ride Service (Transportation 

service for Seniors)

Breakfast, Friday 7:00  - 8:15 a.m. 
The Lafaye� e Park Hotel & Spa, 

3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafaye� e, CA   
www.lamorindasunrise.com

or email lamorindasunrise@gmail.com
NOVEMBER MEETINGS

 2: Rotary member Steve Ware hosts an Alumni Reunion
 9: Rotary District 5160 Governor Jon Dwyer’s annual visit.
 16: LMSR Pres. Chris Laszcz-Davis, Moraga Rotary Pres. 
  Ron Mucovich and Past Pres. Dianne Wilson
 30: Club member exposé

Happy Thanksgiving 
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Here is a great veggie dish to serve along-
side your Thanksgiving turkey this 

year. I used to really, really dislike Brussels 
sprouts. I don’t think my mom ever made us 
eat them, but if she had, I’m pretty sure they 
would have been stuffed in my pockets be-
fore getting anywhere close to my fork. The 
idea of boiled, soggy heads of baby cabbage 
just seemed gross.  In fact a few years ago, 
when my friend said she was going to make 
Brussels sprouts for one of our weekend get-
away dinners, I said, “That’s fi ne, but I will 
never eat them.” Only, I did end up tasting 
them and absolutely loved them! She roast-
ed them with a little bit of olive oil and salt 
and they were crunchy, perfectly browned 
and amazing. A few months later, another 
friend served them sautéed in olive oil and 

then added to a salad of butter lettuce with 
heart of palm, pancetta, blue cheese and vin-
aigrette dressing. They were delightful done 
both ways. Nowadays, whenever I venture to 
New York City to visit my daughter, I always 
stop by the City Kitchen to pick up an or-
der of roasted Brussels sprouts, served with 
red grapes, fi g jam, sherry vinegar, walnuts 
and mint yogurt. This sounds like a very odd 
combination, but it’s incredible! 
 Now that I’m a huge fan of Brussels 
sprouts, I don’t want you to miss out on these 
crunchy little cruciferae. Here is a fun way to 
serve them as a side dish or even as a great 
vegetarian dish, if you omit the sausage. I 
love toasted walnuts with them, but pecans 
or pistachios would also be great. 

Give thanks for Brussels sprouts!
By Susie Iventosch

 Photo Susie Iventosch

Cheesy, nutty Brussels sprouts
(Serves 4-6 as a side dish)

INGREDIENTS

1 ½ pounds Brussels sprouts, cleaned and halved (can quarter large sprouts)

2 large shallots, chopped

3-4 tablespoons olive oil

2 large chicken apple sausages (precooked), cut into small pieces

½ cup grated sharp white cheddar (can use Pecorino Romano or Parmesan, if you prefer)

¾ cup walnut halves, toasted

Salt and pepper to taste

DIRECTIONS

 Clean Brussels sprouts and cut in half, or quarter if really large. Place in a cast iron 

skillet and pour about ½ cup water in the bottom of the pan. Cover and heat over 

medium-high heat for about 3 minutes, to slightly blanch the sprouts. Do not over cook. 

They should still be al denté. The water will mostly be evaporated. Immediately transfer 

sprouts from skillet to a bowl and toss with 1-2 tablespoons olive oil. Season with salt 

and pepper. Set aside.  

 Meanwhile, using the same skillet, heat 2 tablespoons olive oil and sauté shallots just 

until translucent. Remove shallots from skillet. Increase heat to high and when pan is 

very hot, add Brussels sprouts, shallots and chicken apple sausage all back to the skillet. 

Cook for approximately 4 to 5 minutes, turning often with a spatula, until sprouts and 

shallots are nicely browned. The key is to have the pan really hot before sizzling the 

sprouts, so they’ll brown nicely but not get over-cooked. Remove from heat and add 

cheese and walnuts. Toss to mix.  Serve hot. 

Susie can be reached at 

suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found on our website: www.

lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like to share 

your favorite recipe with Susie please contact her 

by email or call our offi  ce at 

(925) 377-0977.

You can fi nd most of  the recipes published in the Lamorinda Weekly on our 

website.  Food tab. www.lamorindaweekly.com/html2/food1.html

Fears and anxieties in pets
Part 1 - Challenges during the vet visit
By Mona Miller, DVM

There are many reasons why pets feel 
anxiety and exhibit fear, just as there 

are many reasons in humans.  Some of these 
include individual chemical makeup or tem-
perament; others are based on previous trau-
matic experiences.  Some phobias are very 
specifi c – such as loud sounds like thunder or 
gunshots, meeting strangers, being separated 
from a primary owner, or car rides.  Other 
animals have a general level of anxiety and 
are fearful in many different types of situa-
tions.  
 Understanding the causes and triggers of 
a pet’s anxiety is very helpful in being able to 
manage the resultant fear response.  A thor-
ough discussion is often warranted.  I regard 
fear/anxiety as a medical/behavioral issue 
that should be diagnosed, so that manage-
ment and treatment options can be provided. 
It is diffi cult to address fear/anxiety com-
pletely when also addressing other medical 
issues, including preventive care.  My ideal 
is to schedule a separate appointment to dis-
cuss this thoroughly.  
 Fearfulness at the veterinary hospi-
tal provides a challenge to the vet team to 
achieve the goal of the visit without allowing 
escalation of fear to aggression.  Pets have 
more attuned senses than humans, and the 
sights, sounds and smells associated with a 
vet hospital can be overwhelming, even for a 
temperamentally balanced pet.  For a fearful 
pet, all these combined with the physically 
close contact necessary for a vet to perform 

an exam or administer an injection may es-
calate into a feeling of being cornered.  And 
for most individuals, if feeling threatened 
enough, a self-defense aggression response 
will kick in.  Fearfulness can escalate to fear 
aggression.  This is the second part of the 
nervous system’s “fl ight or fi ght” response to 
stress.  
 Thus, one common consequence of 
working with a stressed pet is the inability to 
restrain the animal in a safe and comforting 
manner.  When a dog is snarling or growl-
ing, or a cat is hissing with his ears fl at to 
his head, veterinary personnel are taking a 
risk when they attempt to vaccinate or draw 
a blood sample – the risk of a bite.  Animal 
bite wounds can be very dangerous, includ-
ing potentially fatal issues such as rabies 
infection, and serious bacterial infections. 
Additionally, the well-intentioned veterinary 
professional has to question whether accom-
plishing the procedural goal (vaccine, blood 
draw, etc.) is worth the stress to the animal 
– and often, it certainly is not.
 So what is the vet left to do, when he or 
she cannot accomplish the medical goal of 
the exam?  In these situations, I usually of-
fer my clients a few options – and almost 
all involve chemical sedation.  Sometimes I 
can give an injectable sedative (or even gen-
eral anesthesia) and accomplish the goal in 
the same day. This option is often subject to 
scheduling logistics.  For instance, I would 
not offer sedation toward the end of a work 

day, so that I don’t send home a sedated pet 
to recover fully at home, when the vet hospi-
tal is closed.  So that leaves rescheduling for 
another day – either to give that same inject-
able sedative or have the client give an oral 
form at home a couple hours prior to the ap-
pointment.  
 Muzzles are routinely used, for both dogs 
and cats, in order to decrease the physical 
possibility of a bite.  If a veterinarian recom-
mends using a muzzle to perform an exam or 
inject a vaccine, it doesn’t mean that your pet 
is a bad animal.  It means that there’s a safety 
issue, usually because your pet is afraid and 
will bite if his fear level is pushed to feeling 
the need to defend himself.  In some animals, 
they get a sense of calm when a muzzle is 
placed, and they are more cooperative with 
procedures.
 I routinely recommend using Thunder-
shirt vests for dogs, and they can be used for 
cats too.  These are designed to hug tightly 
like a pressure wrap, much like swaddling a 
baby or giving a snug hug to someone.  The 
name refers to thundershower sound phobia, 
but the vest is effective for any anxiety, in my 
opinion.  These are readily affordable and 
available through pet stores or online mer-
chants.  I recommend giving these a mini-
mum of 6 to 10 times before deciding that 
it’s not working.  It’s best to put the vest on 
your pet about 30 to 60 minutes prior to the 
known stress trigger.  For mildly fearful pets, 
a Thundershirt alone will make a difference 

in taking the fear out of a vet visit.  For mod-
erately or signifi cantly fearful pets, Thunder-
shirts defi nitely help (and cannot hurt) and 
can be used with anti-anxiety or sedative 
medications. Thundershirts can be used in 
any “situational anxiety,” such as car rides, 
vet visits, loud sounds, meeting new people 
or dogs.  More information can be found at 
https://www.thundershirt.com.
 In the next couple articles, I will address 
the value of social visits to desensitize a dog 
to the vet hospital; as well as methods that 
can be used to help calm cats during a vet 
visit; and I will address medications – anti-
anxiety versus sedatives.  Stay tuned!

Dr. Mona Miller lives in Lafayette with her son, 

two cats and yellow Labrador. She attended 

UC Berkeley as an undergraduate, and re-

ceived her DVM from UC Davis. She has been 

happy to call Lafayette home since 2001. She 

can be reached via email at MonaSDVM@aol.

com. She welcomes questions from readers 

that may get incorporated into a column.

‘The Guilty’ – a unique thriller in Orinda and Moraga
By Sophie Braccini

“The Guilty” is a movie like very few 
others. Think Aristotelian drama: 

one place, one time, one action. Think re-
demption; think inner challenge and mini-
malist thriller. This is a piece of art from a 
form perspective, and a very successful sus-
pense story that builds on a nerve racking 
increasing tempo until the denouement and 
catharsis for the hero. 
 Director Gustav Möller takes spectators 
on a riveting adventure while the camera 

does not leave the confi nes of a dusty dark 
offi ce. Alarm dispatcher and demoted police 
offi cer Asger Holm, played by Jakob Ceder-
gren, answers emergency calls from the Dan-
ish equivalent of our 911. When the movie 
opens, we don’t know why he was sent there, 
but his frustration is palpable. It is his last 
day on the job, the last hours of what seems 
to have been a punishment, when he gets a 
phone call from a terrifi ed woman, Iben, who 
seems to have been kidnapped. 

 When the call is suddenly disconnected, 
the search for the woman and her kidnapper 
begins. Holm has nothing but a phone and a 
computer but he is determined to rescue her. 
The policeman oversteps the boundaries of 
his role, calling on former partners, trying to 
save the victim and prove to himself and the 
world that he is still capable of making a dif-
ference. 
 But Holm is outside of the situation; he 
makes assumptions that lead to decisions that 
can become catastrophic. 
 The action takes just as long as the movie 
itself, and during that hour and a half, the au-
dience empathise is pulled further inside the 
story. The real tour de force of Möller, the 
director, is that by the end of the movie the 
audience has the feeling of having “seen” the 
whole thing, and lived through the drama. 
The different characters are more precisely 
outlined and developed than in other mov-
ies that show much more. Möller draws on 
the imagination of the spectator. Like when a 
great book gives the feeling that you are part 
of the story, this fi lm draws you in.
 Cedergren’s performance, of course, is 
spectacular. He is on camera from start to fi n-
ish, often in closeups, and it is his emotions 
that captures the audience. The voice talents 

had to be just remarkable, considering that is 
the only thing connecting the audience to this 
character. Jessica Dinnage stands out as Iben, 
channeling the wide range of emotions of her 
character through her voice.
 The single location of the movie never 
feels cheap, instead it increases the anxious 
tension created by the fact that the hero is 
bound to this place while a drama is unfold-
ing outside of his grasp. The fact that it hap-
pens in real time also intensifi es the thrilling 
effect. 
There is no respite in the fi lm, no pleasant 
moment to relax in between tense scenes; the 
action is intense from start to fi nish, leaving 
the spectator breathless.
 “The Guilty” is part of the International 
Film Showcase that for more than eight years 
has brought top international movies, includ-
ing many Oscar selected fi lms, to Orinda once 
a month. Now Lamorinda in twice blessed 
since after the fi rst week in Orinda, the foreign 
fi lms selected by Efi  Lubliner and Joe Canter-
burry will play for a second week in Moraga. 
This Denmark submission to the 2018 Oscars 
will open Nov. 2 at the Orinda Theatre and 
Nov. 9  at the Rheem Theatre in Moraga. For 
more information, visit internationalshow-
case.org and lamorindatheatres.com.

Poster provided
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Leading the team to its fi rst 
30-win season last year, head 

coach Randy Bennett is not in a po-
sition where he can rest on his lau-
rels.  Having lost three all-confer-
ence players to graduation – Jock 
Lansdale, Emmett Naar and Calvin 
Hermanson – Bennett has to fi nd a 
way to replace the triumvirate that 
scored 54 percent of the team’s 
points, collected 47 percent of the 
team’s rebounds and provided 71 
percent of the team’s assists last 
season. 
 Bennett’s fi rst goal has been to 
establish his top eight players.  This 
has not been easy, not because of a 
lack of talent but rather because of 
the team’s depth, says Bennett: “Our 
practices have been very even and it 
has been hard to distinguish which 
is the best group so far.  I like our 
team. We are more athletic and have 
better depth this year.  Our young 
guys are not the typical freshmen 
lacking any experience.  They are 
strong and most have played inter-
nationally at a good level.”
 Though the team returns only 
two starters from last year, guards 
Jordan Ford and Tanner Krebs, Ben-
nett is not relying on any one player 
to fi ll the vacuum: “We have to re-
place those players as a group.  The 
entire team has to keep working and 
developing.  A big part of this is that 
I have to establish our rotation and 
get them on a roll.   It’s been hard to 
do because so many of the players 
are even and the key is to see who 
makes the move.  They’re all pretty 
good.  We have a lot of good options 
and you can see it in our competitive 
practices.  They have to keep work-
ing and developing.  That’s my mes-
sage to the team.”
 With Ford moving to point 
guard, Bennett does not anticipate 
any drop off in his scoring, pointing 
out how “Ford had 45 the other day 
in a scrimmage against Stanford.  
He can be our best scorer since 
Mickey McConnell (2007-2011).” 
Krebs is also being counted on to 
improve on his 7.7 average from 
last season.
 The backup guards are young 
but bring good size and toughness. 
Kristers Zoriks, a 6’5” redshirt 
freshman from Latvia, who missed 
last season due to a knee injury, is 
a potential starter.  Quinn Clinton, 
a 6’3” freshman from New Zea-
land, has shown great range in his 
shooting and 6’5” Alex Mudronja 
from Australia has impressed Ben-
nett as the “pleasant surprise of the 
group.”
 The front court is somewhat 
wide open as there is not a player 
that had at least one start last year.  

Though on the surface the forwards 
look to be an inexperienced group, 
this is somewhat deceiving.  Junior 
Kyle Clark, who only played three 
games due to an injury and was 
forced to take a redshirt season, will 
bring much needed experience to 
this group.  Though redshirting last 
season as well, Malik Fitts had start-
ed as a freshman at the University 
of South Florida.  Junior Dan Sheets 
and sophomore Elijah Thomas are 
players that have the opportunity 
to step up and produce this year.  
Freshman Dan Fotu, from New 
Zealand, has impressed early due to 
how competitive he is on the court.
 The center position has four 
players competing for the starting 
position and playing time:  6’10” 
Senior Jordan Hunter played the 
most last season, appearing in all 
32 games, averaging 2.9 points 
a game and had 18 blocks which 
was second on the team;  7’1” 
sophomore Jock Perry appeared in 
21 games, averaging 2 points per 
game;   7’3” redshirt senior Aaron 
Menzies transferred in from the 
University of Seattle after averag-
ing 11.3 points a game last season; 
and  6’10” Freshman Matthias 
Tass may also see playing time, 
arriving with a lot of international 
experience while playing in Aus-
tralia.  Bennett is still sorting out 
this group: “The center position is 
wide open though Hunter may have 
a step up on the others but all four 
can play and help this season.”
 Still, with all of the changes, 
Saint Mary’s will continue to use 
the scheme that has been so suc-
cessful, according to Ford: “We 
still have the same system.  We are 
going to take good shots and de-
fend well.”  
 Though the system remains the 
same, Bennett will adjust to the 
players: “Our offense is the same 
but we will tweak it as to who we 
want to take the shots.  We were 
heavy to Landale last year.  We 
will continue to use the pick and 
roll like we did with Naar, but we 
will be better getting to the rim as 
we have a lot of guys that can break 
down the defense and fi nish.”
 Bennett is also looking to ad-
dress some defensive shortfalls 
from last year: “We have to do bet-
ter with our defensive numbers.  
Our defensive fi eld goal percentage 
is not where it needs to be.  I want 
to see more pressure on the ball and 
to get into the passing lanes more 
than we did.  We are a quicker team 
this year and I want to see us get 
more in transition.”
 This past August, the team 
went to New Zealand and Austra-

lia for 12 days, playing eight games 
against all levels of competition, 
winning six of the games.  The 
team was also allowed 10 practices 
prior to departing on the trip.
 Bennett saw many benefi ts to 
the trip: “It was an opportunity to 
facilitate the bonding process for 
the team and enabled us to get in 
more teaching and coaching.  Be-
sides that, it was very educational 
for the players to be exposed to a 
different environment and culture.”  
As for the food, Bennett said, “I 
loved the meat pies but drew the 
line at the vegemite.”
 The players from New Zealand 
and Australia very much appreci-
ated the opportunity to get an extra 
visit home and provided Bennett 
with another opportunity to further 
expose the Saint Mary’s basketball 
program in these countries.  Says 
Bennett: “We saw a lot of talent, 
particularly with the big men.  The 
players and the public are very fa-
miliar with the Saint Mary’s pro-
gram because we have had so many 
players from Australia and New 
Zealand.”
 Besides visiting families and 
spending time at the beach, the trip 
was also a way for Bennett to see 
how well the team would handle 
adversity: “We put our players in 
some tough situations.  We played 
against a lot of tough and physical 

teams, such as the Sydney Kings 
whose center is former NBA star, 
Andrew Bogut.   We took a number 
of fl ights and rode a lot of buses.  
It was like a minor league baseball 
schedule, taking our players out of 
a comfort zone.”
 McKeon Pavilion has under-
gone a bit of a facelift with a new 
48-foot-wide video board and 
sound system, changes Bennett ap-
preciates: “The way the gym is set 
up will be attractive to our students 

and the community for better game 
day experience.  It will increase 
the home court advantage and will 
keep the fans’ energy up.”
 Saint Mary’s will open their 
season at home Nov. 7 against 
McNeese State.  Besides facing 
several teams that played in the 
post-season last year, on Dec. 1, 
the University of California will 
be playing at McKeon for the fi rst 
time in 30 years.
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Rodent Proofi ngRodent Proofi ng
Learn about Honest Rodent Proofi ng’s 
industry-leading 4-step process to get 

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.   
GUARANTEED
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Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER 
FOR YOUNG ATHLETES

WALNUT CREEK 
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND 
(510) 428-3558

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

SAN FRANCISCO
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LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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Ken’s Rototilling
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www.kensrototilling.com
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House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.

Insured and bonded 376-1004.
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Fun Piano Lessons
Learn your favorite song!  I teach
Certificate of Merit.  BM & MM in
Piano.   Lessons in your home.
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Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman ServiceTotalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  

My independent insurance 

brokerage is here to serve you. 

Over 100 top carriers = great pricing

and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
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Quetzal Handyman
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Please call Carlos Toledo
925-872-0422
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Firewood for Sale

Almond Firewood- Seasoned

$320/ cord;  $180 / half-cord

FREE Delivery; 209-883-0750

Garage Sale

Huge Communitywide 
Garage Sale!

Moraga County Club
Sat., Nov.  3 from 9am - 3pm. 

Pick up a map at the 
Clubhouse for all the 
participating homes

Electrical Contractor

Dellamar Electric, Inc.
Family owned and operated

Serving Lamorinda for over 40 years
Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

CA State Lic. #314318
(925)708-0055, (510)504-0904

CLEANING WITH CARE 
Quality service, my main concern! 

all housecleaning needs @ 
925-586-3536

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
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Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
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Concept BuildersRusty Nails Handyman Service

Saint Mary’s women’s basketball preview
By Jon Kingdon

With eight seniors and ju-
niors and eight freshmen 

and sophomores, the Saint Mary’s 
women’s basketball team is both 
experienced and youthful.  Entering 
his 13th year at Saint Mary’s and 
coming off a 20-11 season, head 
coach Paul Thomas is approaching 
this season with great optimism: 
“The team has done a really good 
job of coming together.  They have 
a strong bond off the court and they 
are doing a very good job of apply-
ing it on the court.”
 Despite losing their leading scor-
er to graduation, Stella Beck, who 
now is playing professionally in Aus-

tralia, the Gaels are returning seven 
of their next leading scorers from 
last season.  With so many return-
ing players, Thomas’ initial goal is 
to bring the group together: “On the 
court there is only one ball and they 
have to share it.  That is what practice 
is about.  The job of our players is to 
make their teammates look the best.”
 Senior forwards Megan McK-
ay (First team All-Conference) 
and Sydney Raggio (Second team 
All-Conference) were the second 
and third leading scorers and two 
leading rebounders from last year’s 
team and have become the leaders 
on the team, says Thomas: “Megan 

and Syd have taken over that role.  
They are both very vocal.”
 Redshirt senior guard Carly 
Turner, who missed last season 
due to a knee injury, is back for her 
redshirt senior season and is in the 
school’s MBA program.  Turner av-
eraged 10.1 points and fi ve rebounds 
as a junior and was Honorable Men-
tion All-Conference her junior year.
 Junior Jasmine Forcadilla, who 
averaged 7.1 points last season 
and led the team in assists, is go-
ing to be the leader on the fl oor as 
the team’s point guard.  Forwards 
Madeline Holland and Tyra Moe, 
center Claire Ferguson and guard 

Emily Codding have all stepped up 
their game, says Thomas. 
 Along with the many returning 
players, Thomas is excited about 
his three freshmen recruits who he 
will be counting on to contribute 
this year: “I love the mix and the 
makeup of our team.  We are go-
ing to incorporate the three fresh-
men on the fl oor.  It is a great way 
for them to learn and get the game 
experience and not bear the load of 
making the majority of the plays.”
 One of Thomas’ goal this sea-
son is to “simply make and take 
more 3 pointers this year.”  Fresh-
man guard Taycee Wedin, from 
Milwaukie, Oregon, is being 
counted on to fulfi ll that role for 
the Gaels.  Wedin brings an impres-
sive pedigree, having been named 
second team all-state as a freshman 
and sophomore and all-state as a ju-
nior and senior.  Just as impressive, 
Wedin never lost a regular season 
game in her high school career and 
is the all-time leading 3-point mak-
er (359) in Oregon history.
 The other two freshman re-
cruits are guards Milly Yates and 
Sam Simons, both from Australia.  
Yates was a fi ve-time selection for 
the New South Wales Metro State 
team and also won a gold medal in 

the Australia Schools Champion-
ship, averaging 16 points and six 
rebounds per game.  
 Simons brings both size and a 
good shot to her game, says Thom-
as: “She is a very good shooter, but 
more of a scorer.  At 6’2”, Sam can 
score both inside and outside, scor-
ing on all three levels.”  Simons 
has had a great deal of international 
experience having competed in 
Spain, Italy, New Zealand and Fiji.
 Thomas likes his options on of-
fense: “Megan is very strong inside 
and Sydney is very versatile in that 
along with her strength, she can 
handle the ball and shoot the ball as 
well.  We are going to enjoy mul-
tiple lineups on the fl oor.  We will 
be more creative with our lineups.”
 With 19 turnovers a game last 
season, this is one area Thomas re-
ally is looking for improvement: 
“We have to reduce the number of 
turnovers and live ball turnovers.”
 The Gaels have a very competi-
tive non-league schedule, playing 
games against Pac 12 schools, Cal-
ifornia, Oregon, Oregon State and 
Washington State.  Says Thomas: 
“We value the competition.”
 Saint Mary’s opens the season 
at home against the University of 
Wyoming on Friday, Nov 9. 
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Campolindo tops Miramonte in rivalry game, 30-14
By Jon Kingdon

Last Friday, Campolindo played 
Miramonte in their last regular 

season game that brought a lot of 
factors into play.  Said Campolindo 
head coach Kevin Macy: “This 
game has all the elements.  It’s a 
rivalry game.  We have the same 
record coming in and there is also 
the issue of where we both will get 
seeded for the playoffs.”
 In a hard-fought game, Cam-
polindo (8-2) simply outplayed Mi-

ramonte (7-3) in every area coming 
out on top 30-14.
 The Cougars utilized a very 
balanced offense, gaining 413 
yards, passing for 226 yards and 
running for 187 yards.
 Campolindo took the opening 
kickoff and marched down the fi eld 
to go ahead 7-0.  The drive was high-
lighted by a 42-yard pass from Grant 
Harper to Max Schoenberger down 
to the Miramonte 17-yard line.  Af-

ter running back Ryan O’Neil con-
verted on 4th and 2, he fi nished the 
drive, scoring from fi ve yards out.
 Macy’s game plan was to con-
tain Miramonte quarterback Matt 
Meredith, acknowledging how 
much respect he had for their pass-
ing game.  Campolindo kept Mer-
edith under a lot of pressure all 
game, led by defensive lineman 
Mason Mastrov (two sacks).  Still 
Meredith was able to utilize both 

his arm and his legs to some suc-
cess.  In the second quarter, Mer-
edith ran 47 yards down to the 
Campolindo 10 yard line and two 
plays later scrambled around until 
he found receiver Tanner Swahlin 
open in the end zone from four 
yards out, tying the score 7-7.  Mer-
edith would fi nish the game with 
169 yards passing and running for 
57 yards on 13 carries.
 Macy’s plan for the offense 

was to establish their running 
game:  “We wanted to run the ball 
and be more physical than them.”  
Harper’s scrambling and running 
back Kaleo Nelson’s running led to 
O’Neil’s second touchdown from 
12 yards out.  Nelson fi nished the 
game with 115 yards on 23 carries 
and one touchdown and O’Neal 
gained 48 yards on 10 carries, scor-
ing twice.
 Following an interception by 
linebacker Charlie Craig late in the 
second quarter, Riley Bruel closed 
out the scoring in the fi rst half with 
an 18-yard fi eld goal to put Cam-
polindo ahead 17-7
 The second half was a repeat 
of the fi rst half highlighted by 
Grant’s 48-yard pass to Lucas 
Allen leading to Nelson’s touch-
down run and fi nally a 68-yard 
touchdown pass to Schoenberger 
to make the score 30-7.  
 After a 40-yard pass to Reed 
Callister, Miramonte closed out the 
scoring when Meredith threw an-
other touchdown pass to Swahlin 
from 23 yards out.  
 ... continued on next Page

Ryan O’Neil’s touchdown run from 12 yards out. Photo Gint Federas
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Oakland Strokes men’s youth 
8+ boat fi nished fi fth out 

of 85 entries at the Head of the 
Charles Regatta held in Boston 
on the Charles River Oct. 20-21. 
The Strokes fi nished well ahead of 
their Californian rivals from Marin, 
Norcal (Redwood City), and Los 
Gatos. For high school rowers, 
there is nothing quite like racing at 
the Head of the Charles Regatta. 
 For this year’s squad, coach de 
Regt pulled from his 2018 National 
Championship crews, including 
from the Gold Medalist Light-
weight Eight and Silver Medalist 
Varsity Eight. 
 The Men’s Youth 8+ boat was 
comprised of Ryan Tripp (Pied-
mont HS), Adrian Layer (Piedmont 
HS), John Mark Ozaeta (Miramon-
te HS), Matthew Boranian (Head-
Royce), Richard Reid St (Joseph 
Notre Dame Alameda), Andrew 
Simpson (Berkeley HS), Andrew 
Stoddard (Piedmont HS), Carter 
Young (San Ramon Valley HS), 
and coxswain Audrey Gates (Mira-
monte HS).
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First place for basketball girls team
Submitted by Marci Greenfi eld

Back row, from left: Isabella Polson Flanagin, Alina Tzortzis, Erin Lerch; front row: Stella Hamil-
ton, Emily Brockmeier, Ella Greenfi eld; not pictured: Noele Rios, Savannah Dreisbach, coaches 
Zach Flanagin and Josh Greenfi eld.      Photo provided

Congratulations to the CYO St Perpet-
ua fourth-grade girls National basket-

ball team on their fi rst place win in a 
preseason tournament on Oct. 20.

Lamorinda students row at Head 
of  the Charles Regatta
Submitted by Oakland Strokes

Racing for the win  Photo Amber Gates

Basketball champs
Submitted by Marty Woehrle

Back row, from left:  coach Greg Woehrle, Zubin Krishnan, Anish Kapur, Reis Hartvickson, 
Charlie Anzenberger, Blake Frechman, Owen Westen, coach Brian Frechman; front row: Nick 
Zagorov, Brady Salvas and Cash Woehrle.    Photo provided

The St Perpetua Third Grade Boys 
American basketball team won the third 

American/fourth National Bracket of the 
Preseason MVP Tournament beating CTK 

3A, SJV 4N and the SP 4N team in the cham-
pionship game.  It was a great overall team 
effort and start to the season!

Lamorinda Water Polo’s 14U Girls 
Team Wins Silver at Statewide 
Competition
Submitted by Chris McCracken

Front row from left: Sofi a Holman, Dania Innis, Tali Stryker and Lauren Greenfi eld;  back row 
from left:  LAMO Head Coach (and former Olympic Women’s Head Coach 2000-2008) Guy 
Baker, Meghan McAninch, Lauren Hett, Ana Pieper, Lucy Berkman, Allie Lurie, Petra Cherry, 
Peyton Gray and Zoe Petty.                   Photo by Rola Innis

Lamorinda Water Polo Club’s 14U Girls 
Blue Team took home the Silver Med-

al in the (highest) Platinum Division at the 
2018 Evan Cousineau Memorial Cup Tour-
nament.  The statewide tournament was held 
in Orange County on Oct. 13-14.  The 14U 

Team will next travel to Indiana University 
where it will be the Pacifi c Zone’s top seeded 
team in the Champion’s Cup, a 3-day nation-
al championship event hosted by USA Water 
Polo (Nov. 2-4).

Football rivalry game    ... continued from Page C2
 Harper said how well the team was pre-
pared for the game: “We expected them to 
blitz a lot which led to a lot of hot reads.  We 
wanted to establish our running game to open 
up our passing game. Our offensive line was 
great, giving me good pass protection and 
opening up big holes for Nelson and O’Neil 
to run.” Harper completed 14 of 19 passes 
for 226 yards with Schoenberger catching 
fi ve of the passes for 148 yards and Lucas 
Allen fi nishing with four receptions for 54 

yards.
 After the victory, Macy praised the team 
for how they all pulled together.  Charlie 
Craig, who had a second interception in the 
second half, then called his mother up and 
had the team serenade her with a chorus of 
happy birthday to put the icing on the pro-
verbial cake as both Campolindo and Mira-
monte now head into the playoffs.  On Fri-
day, Nov. 2, Campolindo hosts Redwood and 
Miramonte plays at Alameda High School.
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586 Center St 
Rheem Valley Shopping Center 
Between CVS and Home Goods 

925-794-6060 
www.olivianailbar.com 

 
Hours: Tues – Fri 9:30 – 6:30 

Sat & Sun 10:00 – 6:00 
Closed Monday 

SHOP MORAGA

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation

• Light Housekeeping
• Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

(925) 330-3999

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience

Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC
Specializing in complex tax

situations for individuals and
small businesses.

www.HallofTaxes.com • peggy@halloftaxes.com

$50 off for new clients

Moraga 
(925) 388-1040

Save Gas 

Save Money 

Save Time
Shop your local McCaulou’s

THE 
MORAGA 
BARBER SHOP

925-247-1101 • 1431 Moraga Way

Hours: Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-7, 
Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday

located at the 
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MMORAGA GARDEN 
CENTER

Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

530 Moraga Rd. • 925-376-0692
www.moragamotors.com

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year

MORAGA MOTORS
since 1981 in Moraga. Located on 

Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.
• Comprehensive Vision Testing 
• Eye Disease Diagnosis 
• Specialty Contact Lens Care 
• Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

11030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A
Moraga       •       (925) 376-2020

O P T O M E T R Y

R

9925.376.7222
508 Center Street, Moraga 
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center)

Moraga’s Premier Salon

Lip Wax w/
Brow Wax

* new clients only

Complete Auto Repair 
State of California 

Brake, Lamp &  
Smog Station

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

(Rheem center-across from
the  Post Office)

OFFI
CIAL

LAMP
ADJUSTING

STATION

BRAKE
ADJUSTING

STATION

OFFI
CIAL

Si Si Caffé

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

925-377-1908

Studio E
Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes.  Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga
(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

Terry Wolff Stratton

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076

HAIR STYLIST

New hours:
 Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
 Sat 9-5, Sun closed

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Shipping
Copying, Finishing
Printing Services
Notary Services

Postal Services
Business Services
Live Scan 

Fingerprinting 

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C

Moraga, CA 94556-2005 Pet Shoppe
Rheem Valley

Pet Food & Supplies

Rheem Valley Center 388 Park Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.             Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Watch for Love Lafayette Nov. 14     
Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

Hair by Renee
Men & Women’s Hair Cut

Special $30*
Regularly $45

Call to book now: 925-376-9661
910 Country Club Drive, Moraga

*New clients only

Moraga, where parking is always free!

RESTORE YOUR 
KITCHEN & BATH CABINETS 

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com 

 
EXTERIOR & INTERIOR PAINTING

RESTORATION

KITCHEN & BATHROOM CABINET PAINTING 

DRY ROT REPAIR

LIGHT CARPENTRY 

Check out our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured
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November Gardening Guide with Cynthia Brian. ...read on Page D12

Button up your home for fall
By Cathy Dausman 

As the enticing tang of 
fall hits the air, leaves 
change color and tem-

peratures drop. Even in Lamor-
inda, where winter temperatures 
rarely remain below freezing, 
residents reach for sweaters and 
scarves. When you butt on up 
outside, it’s time to butt on up 
your home as well. 
 While we may be saying 
goodbye to pool time, don’t for-
get about pool care. Cris Pache-
co of Pacheco Landscape and 
Pool Construction says true pool 
winterizing is done only in areas 
where the climate changes dras-
tically and temperatures remain 
below 56 degrees.   
 Th at said, he strongly rec-
ommends continuous chemi-
cal testing (at least every other 
week) plus surface brushing and 
fi ltration work. Homeowners us-
ing an older single speed pump 
can reduce their fi lter pump run 
time during winter to about four 
hours per day, he says, but new-
er variable speed pumps need to 
run longer “in order to turn over 
the water properly through the 
fi lters” and to keep the pool water 
clear.      ... continued on Page D4Photo Cathy Dausman
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded  
City
LAFAYETT E 
MORA GA 
ORINDA

Last reported:
9

10
12

LOWEST  AMOUNT:
 $740,000
 $500,000
 $965,000

HIGHEST   AMOUNT:
 $4,970,000
 $1,575,000
 $3,225,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company.  Sale prices are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published fi ve to eight weeks after such recording.  This information is obtained 
from public county records and is provided to us by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETT E
1026 Hampton Road, $1,401,000, 3 Bdrms, 1884 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 9-28-18; 
 Previous Sale: $910,000, 10-25-13
3177 Lucas Drive, $1,320,000, 3 Bdrms, 1574 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 9-18-18; 
 Previous Sale: $670,000, 06-14-11
845 McEllen Way, $740,000, 4 Bdrms, 2100 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 9-18-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,480,000, 08-24-18
613 Murray Lane, $2,295,000, 5 Bdrms, 3342 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 9-21-18; 
 Previous Sale: $735,000, 06-29-90
3410 Silver Springs Court, $2,700,000, 6 Bdrms, 4208 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 9-19-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,160,000, 05-24-99
3958 South Peardale Drive, $4,970,000, 4 Bdrms, 5270 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 9-21-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,550,000, 09-20-12
1649 Springbrook Road, $776,000, 3 Bdrms, 1299 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 9-27-18
839 Topper Lane, $1,744,000, 3 Bdrms, 2131 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 9-19-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 12-15-06
1217 Upper Happy Valley Road, $1,457,000, 3 Bdrms, 2385 SqFt, 1967 
 YrBlt, 9-20-18
MORA GA
1166 Alta Mesa Drive, $1,127,000, 3 Bdrms, 1954 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-21-18; 
 Previous Sale: $765,000, 11-30-04
591 Augusta Drive, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 2945 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 9-19-18; 
 Previous Sale: $316,000, 01-11-17
1445 Camino Peral, $685,000, 3 Bdrms, 1584 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-28-18
475 Chalda Way, $654,000, 2 Bdrms, 1170 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-19-18; 
 Previous Sale: $342,000, 12-10-10
1019 Del Rio Way, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 1821 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 9-18-18
139 Donald Drive, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1822 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 9-26-18
491 Fernwood Drive, $1,287,000, 4 Bdrms, 2184 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 9-21-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,043,000, 04-24-18
651 Moraga Road #10, $500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1418 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 9-21-18; 
 Previous Sale: $180,000, 10-21-98
128 Walford Drive, $1,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 2461 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 9-18-18; 
 Previous Sale: $275,000, 09-28-01
105 Westchester Street, $1,068,000, 3 Bdrms, 2222 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 9-26-18; 
 Previous Sale: $810,000, 05-24-05
ORINDA
4 Berrybrook Hollow, $2,440,000, 4 Bdrms, 4211 SqFt, 1995 YrBlt, 9-20-18; 
 Previous Sale: $54,500, 12-01-95
3 Dos Encinas, $1,215,000, 5 Bdrms, 2250 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 9-28-18
 ...continued on Page D8 

ORINDA ~ 22 Cedar Lane 
A classic single level modern design offers approx. 2,244 sf of 

light-filled living space on one level. Sprawling over two-thirds of 
an acre with sweeping hillside views, flat yard, and lots of        

privacy one will enjoy 4 bdrms, 2.5 baths, open living and dining 
rooms, and an eat-in kitchen that overlooks the family room. 

Offered at $1,385,000 

G���� � K����� B���	���� 
925.254.1212 

TheBeaubelleGroup.com 
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 



Office:  925-254-8585  | ct@clarkthompson.com     
www.clarkthompson.com      

                 

CALBRE# 00903367 

 20 Whitfield Court, Pleasant Hill 

 
Located in the Upper Happy Valley enclave        
of family-friendly homes of incredible appeal      

so close to the charm of downtown Lafayette, 
BART & commute. 

Offered at $1,599,000 

3940 S  Peardale Dr ive,  La fayet te  
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Button up your home for fall
... continued from Page D1

“I can't tell you how many pools turn green over winter 
and the costs of a ‘green clean’ is far more than keeping 
your pool service company over the winter months,” 
Pacheco says. He adds that “a green pool will cause 
damage to your plaster and when you shock it to clear 
the algae it causes even more damage.” 
 Turning on the furnace? Fall once was the time to 
replace furnace fi lters. Eric Schaefer of Ariston Heat-
ing and Cooling agrees it’s all about indoor air quali-
ty: “Filtration is your best winterization,” he says. But 
Schaefer adds that many Lamorinda houses (he calls 
1970s construction “the freon era”) were just not built 
with modern heating systems. In-wall electric room 
heaters, for example, are just a big short circuit.  
 “Nobody notices (the heating system) until 

something breaks,” he says. He suggests that HVAC 
systems less than fi ve years old can be repaired; oth-
erwise it’s time to consider a “heart and lung” replace-
ment. New heating and cooling systems require less 
than half the energy of older systems, Schaefer says, 
and are designed to circulate air at a constant lower 
speed through electrostatic fi lters – fi lters which re-
move not only dust, dirt or soot but also smoke. Th e 
U.S. Department of Energy says in moderate climates 
(including the San Francisco Bay Area) heat pumps 
off er an energy-effi  cient alternative to furnaces and air 
conditioners. 
 Keep areas around the furnace and water heater 
free from obstructions and fl ammable items too, Mor-
aga-Orinda Fire District Fire Marshal Kathy Leonard 

says. Inspect dryer vents and clean out excess lint. And 
turn off  portable heaters before leaving a room or go-
ing to bed, Leonard says. She also reminds homeown-
ers to change out batt eries in smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors when reverting to Standard Time.  
 Are outdoor decorations part of your holiday 
plan? Before you set up, check pathway lights to ensure 
they are in good working order. Clear walkways and 
driveways of fallen leaves, which turn to mush with 
just a bit of rain.  Rob Omo of Omo’s Electric recom-
mends inspecting extension cords before use. Don’t 
run them in the open over lawns, bushes and yards, 
and don’t plug them in unprotected either, Omo says. 
“When it rains, the open plug ends can be dangerous,” 
even posing risk of shock. Check for open splices or 
broken fi xtures; any loose or exposed wires are hazard-
ous and should be repaired, Omo says. 
 If sett ing out decorations requires a trip up a lad-
der, Leonard says residents should be extra cautious. 
“Shoes or boots may be wet causing you to slip as you 
climb the ladder,” she says.
 Still plan to cozy up to a wood-burning fi re? In-
doors, Leonard says homeowners should ensure their 
chimney is in good condition, and its damper is open 
before lighting up the logs. If the weather is dry enough 
for another round of s’mores outdoors, remember Oc-
tober wildland fi res burn fi ercely. Be sure to cover your 
outdoor fi re pit with a spark arrestor lid. 
 In summary, safety fi rst, both indoors and out. 
Check everything off  your “honey do” list, then do 
something safe for yourself and your family, Leonard 
says, like buying a NOAA all-hazard weather radio, 
enrolling in emergency preparedness classes (htt ps://
lamorindacert.org/), signing up for Nixle (www.nix-
le.com) and countywide sheriff  warnings (www.co-
cocws.us), and putt ing out fl ashlights with fresh bat-
teries.  Th en butt on up your sweater and pass the apple 
cider.

A Lamorinda resident cleans his roof and gutt ers Photo Cathy Dausman



Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.  License Number 01527235.  All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable 
but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing 
herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

3346 Betty Lane
4 Bed   3 Bath   3,018 Sq Ft   $1,950,000

This incredible new home will be completed in 

1040 Oak Knoll Road
List Price $1,065,000    Sold Price $1,235,000

Paddy Kehoe
925.878.5869

paddy@paddykehoeteam.com

DRE 01894345

Claudia Gohler
925.765.8081

claudia@paddykehoeteam.com

DRE 01995498

Dave Schurhoff
925.997.9569

dave.schurhoff@compass.com

DRE 01834201

Mary Staten
925.890.6875

mary.staten@compass.com

DRE 01947354

206 Colt Court   
List Price $1,875,000 

paddykehoeteam.com

Sold  with 
Multiple Offers

Pending with 
Multiple Offers

Thinking about selling your home? 
Get a second opinion. These sellers did. 

Coming Soon
New Construction in Lafayette

Rendering

402 Castello Road
List Price $1,149,000    Sold Price $1,300,000

Sold  with 
Multiple Offers
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Feng Shui 

Tips to ease into the harvest season  
By Michele Duffy

Like many ancient philosophies, Feng Shui ob-
serves diff erent aspects of the phases of the Five 
Elements – water, wood, fi re, earth and metal 

– to inform the changing patt erns in our lives, homes 
and bodies. Simply take a look outside and use nature’s 
canvas to adjust your home for the season.  
 Th e metal element of fall conceptually symbolizes 
in Feng Shui refi nement or precision, beauty, comple-
tion and fi nishing up. Take a look at your home offi  ce 
workspace. Do you have a project that has been drag-
ging on and on and needs to wrap up?  Use the pre-
cision and completion of the metal element to push 
your project goal toward the fi nish line.  Stand in the 
doorway and look into the home offi  ce room. Divide 
the space into nine equal squares and ask what is pre-
senting in the middle right area of completion (metal/
harvest).   Placing a symbol or reminder of the project 

you want to complete in that area will send out your 
wishes for the energetic of completion.  
 Do you have relationship att achments you feel 
ready to release or fi nd closure on?   Th e middle right 
area (completion/harvest) of your master bedroom 
would be an ideal spot to place something that symbol-
izes the relationship you want to release.
 Adding more warmth (fi re) and glow into your 
home environment with warmer hues and truly yang 
colors like tangerine, sunshine yellow and earthy 
browns can be an intuitive way to balance out the metal 
element associated with fall.  Bring back the cozy car-
pets under your feet or light a fi re in the fi replace.  Sur-
round yourself with cozy red, orange or brown throws 
that will bring the necessary balance into your space by 
adjusting the missing elements of fi re and earth.
 ... continued on Page D10 Photo provided

30  

TH

1987-2017
30  

TH

1987-2017

Your vision 
brought to life.

From cabinets to countertops, 
there is no project too big or 

small for our team.

 P R E M I E R 
K I T C H E N S

(925) 283-6500
3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

info@premierkitchens.net

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

www.premierkitchens.net
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OPEN HOUSE :: SATURDAY & SUNDAY
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michelle@holcenberg.com
BRE #01373412

COLDWELL BANKER
TOP 100 SF BAY AREA

I’ve helped these buyers and sellers  
make a move in 2018

www.holcenberg.com
925-324-0405

Michelle Holcenberg
Lamorinda special ist  s ince 2003

IS 2019 YOUR YEAR? 
It's time to start preparing your house for the spring market.  

Give me a call today so we can come up with a plan. Now’s the time!

925 998 9501
vvarni@pacunion.com 
rattoandratto.com
License # 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

Call for More Information

COMING SOON IN GLORIETTA! | $1,225,000
Charming 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom single-story home with 2300± 
square feet of living space on a 0.40± acre lot with level yard 
and lovely views. Just minutes to downtown, freeway and BART.

ORINDA  ... continued
79 Estates Drive, $1,837,500, 3 Bdrms, 2610 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-20-18; 
 Previous Sale: $685,000, 10-08-97
214 Gloriett a Boulevard, $1,350,000, 2 Bdrms, 1561 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 9-28-18; 
 Previous Sale: $900,000, 01-23-17
42 La Encinal, $965,000, 2 Bdrms, 1544 SqFt, 1925 YrBlt, 9-21-18; 
 Previous Sale: $760,000, 08-23-13
190 Moraga Way, $1,085,000, 3 Bdrms, 1598 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 9-28-18
52 Persimmon Walk, $1,470,000, 3 Bdrms, 2385 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 9-28-18
22 Rabble Road, $1,699,000, 3 Bdrms, 2427 SqFt, 2010 YrBlt, 9-28-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 07-16-12
116 Ravenhill Road, $970,000, 2 Bdrms, 2141 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 9-27-18; 
 Previous Sale: $945,000, 10-28-05
70 Rheem Boulevard, $1,525,000, 3 Bdrms, 1909 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 9-24-18; 
 Previous Sale: $958,000, 11-09-12
49 Singingwood Lane, $3,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 2955 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 9-18-18; 
 Previous Sale: $1,775,000, 11-15-17
2 Tumbling Brook Road, $1,362,500, 4 Bdrms, 1669 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 9-28-18; 
 Previous Sale: $525,000, 09-22-00

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded   
... continued from Page D2



93 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 

925.980.3829 
shannon@shannonconner.com

www.shannonconner.com 
DRE# 01885058

Just Listed! 
Completely renovated home in the Glorietta neighborhood!

Just listed in the sought-after Glorietta neighborhood is a completely renovated 3 bedroom, 

The open concept makes it ideal for entertaining. Move right in and you’ll be hosting Thanksgiving!  

Offered at $1,195,000  |  9EastonCourt.com

9 Easton Court, Orinda
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Feng Shui 

Tips to ease into the harvest season  
... continued from Page D6

 Consciously celebrate the bounty of fall with a visual display 
of the fruits of the harvest season.  For example, be inspired by all 
of the reminders of fall’s cornucopia with sumptuous pumpkins, 
red or orange berries, acorns, uniquely shaped gourds, pinecones, 
yellow, orange or purple mums and fragrant apples to welcome the 
abundant joy of the harvest to your home.  Arranging the auspi-
cious symbols of fall that you love at your front entrance sets a tone 
and welcomes the joy of the harvest season to your home.  
 Symbols of fall’s harvest create a welcoming centerpiece for 
your dining room, too. Apples are symbolic of peace, pinecones 
conjure longevity and good health, pumpkins are believed to fend 
off  negativity, and mums are a sign of wealth and abundance.   In-
fuse your home with the energy of the harvest and gratitude for all 
that you have personally accomplished so far this year.  
 Fall is also a great time to remind ourselves to brighten up our 
spaces. Make sure the path to your front door is well lit, add full 
spectrum lighting inside your home and place candles in all the ar-
eas people gather to introduce the necessary warmth to your home.  
 It’s also important to be personally grounded (metal depletes 
grounding earth) through healthy self-care, creating healthy bound-
aries, and saying yes to what really nourishes our souls this time of 
year.  Reconnecting, cooking in your kitchen, hosting gatherings, 
spending time with friends and family are part of the joy of the sea-
son. It isn’t unusual to feel like going to bed early or rising later, if 
possible, and generally it’s wise Feng Shui to go with the fl ow.  

... continued on next Page

Photos provided



 Try this easy fall space clearing technique to re-
fresh your space for the beauty of the fall season. You 
will need bells or a gong and positive intention.
 1) If you can, fi rst open all doors and windows of 
your home, lett ing the crisp fall air in.
 2) Start at your front entrance door and slowly 
walk clockwise around your home. As you ring the 
bells with precision, so the sound reverberates in your 
space, simultaneously and mindfully chant a prayer 
that symbolizes good luck and good fortune to you.  
In Feng Shui we oft en use “Om Ma Ni Pad Me Hum,” 
which symbolizes good fortune, health and happiness.  
 3) End up back where you began at the front 
door and visualize everything is cleansed and released 
from your home that no longer serves your higher pur-
pose.
 4) Express gratitude for all of your blessings, 
accomplishments, successes, and the harvest you ob-
serve in your own life and home.
 5) Wish for all sentient beings to also receive the 
blessings of the fall season of harvest.
 Personal wellness will also be refreshed and re-
aligned with the cooler autumn temps by adapting 
and cooking up those root vegetables like carrots and 
beets in stews and soups and choosing warmer foods 
and drinks in general, incorporating warmer spices 
like ginger, turmeric and cinnamon as we go.  Th is also 
nourishes our stomachs and digestive systems (earth 
element is depleted by metal) and helps us to person-
ally stay healthy and grounded and aligned with the 
changing energy of the season.
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Michele Duff y, BTB M.F.S. is an Orinda resident who, since 
1999, enjoys creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space 
at a time, as well as hiking in nature, cooking, and spending 
time with her family; Canyon 
Ranch Feng Shui Master, 
International Feng Shui 
Guild (IFSG) Red Ribbon 
Professional.  To schedule a 
professional 2018 Feng Shui 
Consultation, contact Michele 
at (520) 647-4887 or send 
an email to spaceharmony@
gmail.com.
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As we drive around neighborhoods we witness the spirit of the holidays in the 
landscape décor. Fall themes fl ow into Halloween then metamorphose into 
Th anksgiving. Christmas tree lots are already sprouting.  It’s obvious that the 

season of festivities is here.
 Th e weather has been warmer this year and the changing of the leaves is appearing 
slowly. Boston Ivy has reddened climbing on walls, pumpkins and gourds are ready for 
picking and placing in spaces of prominence to be used as décor for the next month or 
two. Gargoyles and ghouls haunt our houses until Halloween. When I was a kid, freshly 
harvested apples and walnuts were always part of the trick-or-treat bag, but today these 
fruits will be featured only in lunches or in our autumnal meals. 

 Reseeding lawns and installing new turf is the primary horticultural chore this 
month if you seek a lush, green grass environment. As mentioned many times in my 
articles, I am a fan of Pearl’s Premium (www.PearlsPremium.com) as I have found their 
testimonials to be factual.  Th rough Oct. 31, you can get a 20 percent discount with my 
code STAR20 at the website at checkout. I have not been able to fi nd Pearl’s Premium 
seed for sale in any local store.  Th e thin white coating on the seed holds 400 times 
the water around the seed, helping the seed to stay moist longer. Th e white coloring 
also helps you see where you may have missed a spot.  Birds don’t seem att racted to 
the coating. Th e seed grows down to a depth of 20 inches or more and will not invade 
your fl owerbeds. You can spread the seed over your existing lawn and this slow-grow-
ing, non-GMO seed will outcompete them, providing you with an emerald green lawn 
within about six weeks. I also like both red and white clover in my lawn because of the 
nitrogen that clover provides to keep lawns green year-round. If you like a mosaic feel, 
this is an interesting grass addition.
Instructions for Reseeding a lawn
- Mow the lawn as short as possible.
- Rake away all clippings and leaves.
- Get soil pH between 6.0-7.0 pH. To lower the pH use sulfur, to increase the 
 pH use lime. 
- Core aerate once a year, leaving the plugs on the lawn.
- Spread seeds at a rate of seven to 10 pounds per 1,000 square feet.
- Add organic fertilizer and top dress with ¼ inch organic compost.
- Water twice a day in the morning and evening or until it begins raining. 
 Once the lawn is established you will water less frequently.
- Sharpen the blades on your mower and cut your lawn high ideally to 3.5 inches tall. 
 Leave grass clippings on the lawn to provide nutrients.
 For the fi rst year, you may experience a few weeds. Remove them and throw more 
grass seed. Th e lawn will become thick, lush, and healthy.  You can then sit back, do 
nothing, and watch your grass grow.

A variety of gourds on display at a Bergerac market. Photos Cynthia Brian

Aft er clearing the ground, pumpkins decorate the bare soil alongside artichokes.

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide  

Ghouls, gourds, and grass 
By Cynthia Brian
“Sitt ing quietly, doing nothing, and the grass grows by itself.” – Zen saying



       Wednesday,  Oct. 31, 2018                  925-377-0977           www.lamorindaweekly.com            OUR HOMES        LAMORINDA WEEKLY           Pag  e:    D13

Did you invite a skeleton to your Halloween dinner?

Final days of basil as it fl owers and goes to seed. Every part of the plant is edible.

Boston Ivy turns red and cherry in autumn.

Free Plants with Purchase

9am-5pm
7 days a week

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA    
GARDEN 
CENTER

Annual Fall Sale 
Up to 50% off 

Through October 31st

MORAGA    
GARDEN 
CENTER

MORAGA    
GARDEN 
CENTERMORAGA    
GARDEN 
CENTER

MORAGA    
GARDEN 
CENTER

Annual Fall Sale 

Free Plants with Purchase

MORAGA    
GARDEN 
CENTER

Through October 31st
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Cynthia Brian’s Garden Guide for November

SEED or reseed lawns. If you prefer to install sod, autumn is the best time. Make sure you have prepared the bare 
soil with plenty of rich, organic matt er before sodding.
FILL bare spots with a mixture of seed, compost and pott ing soil. Make sure to water thoroughly and keep moist 
until the grass sprouts.
RA KE leaves, especially off  lawns, as grass needs as much sunlight as possible. You can also use your mower to 
chop the leaves.
MOW lawns shorter in fall until the grass stops growing to prevent matt ing.
WINTERIZE your grass by fertilizing heavily before the fi rst rain. By feeding your lawn you’ll give it the tools it 
needs to develop strong roots to survive winter.
PLANT spring blooming bulbs anytime through January. Th ese include daff odils, tulips, crocus, Dutch iris, and 
hyacinths.
SCATT ER wildfl ower seeds for a spring butt erfl y garden.
CLIP fl orets of basil and continue consuming as the herb will die completely back during winter. Any extra leaves 
can be frozen or dried.
SAVE seeds from your favorite sunfl owers to sow next spring and if you carve pumpkins, dry these seeds for later 
planting or roast them as a healthy snack.
PLANT perennials that will reward you with blooms throughout the year including chrysanthemums, dahlias, 
statis, and hibiscus.
DEADHEAD roses for a fi nal fl ush of fl owers.
ENJOY the plethora of shapes, sizes, and textures of gourds and pumpkins. You can use them to decorate for Hal-
loween, Th anksgiving, and spray paint them in our favorite holiday colors for Christmas and Chanukah displays.
FIX leaky faucets and pipes to deter thirsty ants.
FERTILIZE your entire landscape in preparation for the forthcoming cooler climate.
ADD a thick layer of mulch (three to four inches) to deprive weeds of light and to insulate plants from varying 
temperatures. Leaves, compost, shredded newspaper, cardboard, and straw add organic matt er to the soil. Be-
cause organic matt er deteriorates over time, you will need to replace as needed. 
GOAD your ghoul and rock All Hallowed Eve, All Saints and All Souls Day with cheer and gratitude.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
Cynthia Brian

Red sunfl owers.Dahlias augment any garden. Photos Cynthia Brian

Perennial chrysanthemums brighten the fall landscape.
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Cynthia Brian, Th e Goddess 
Gardener, raised in the 
vineyards of Napa County, is 
a New York Times best-selling 
author, actor, radio personality, 
speaker, media and writing 
coach as well as the Founder 
and Executive Director of Be 
the Star You Are1® 501 c3. 
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio 
show and order her books at 
www.StarStyleRadio.com.
Buy a copy of her new books, 
Growing with the Goddess 
Gardener and Be the Star You 
Are! Millennials to Boomers 
at www.cynthiabrian.com/
online-store. 

Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Cynthia Brian, touched by a ghoul.

Statis can be dried for winter arrangements.

family owned since 1933

Christmas trees coming Thanksgiving week

Holiday Open House
Tuesday November 14 from 5:00 -7:30 

Refreshments, Door prizes, Special pricing on 

Holiday Items and Free Gift Wrapping

Tuesday November 13 from 5:00 - 7:30
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ORINDA

63 Via Floreado
Incredible light-filled one-level living. 
Ideal easy living floor plan with large 
open living & dining rooms. Views!

OR INDA ORINDA

511 Hawkridge Terrace
Orindawoods’ most spectacular 
setting. Custom 3000 sq.ft.  midcentury 
needs cosmetic tlc to shine! 

1 La Senda
Extremely well maintained & 
updated 4 Bed/4 Bath OCC classic 
set on gorgeous grounds. 

4030 Happy Valley Road
Fab New Look! Elegant Country 
Living! Beautifully appointed +/-4128 
sq.ft.  home with gorgeous grounds. 

$1,865,000$1,750,000

$2,849,000

2 Juniper Drive
Classic 4 Bed/4 Bath wood-crafted 
open-living designed home on 
private knoll with Mt. Diablo Views! 

$1,599,000

$1,250,000

The Village 
Associates: 
Ashley Battersby

Patricia Battersby

Shannon Conner

Meara Dunsmore

Linda Ehrich

Emily Estrada

Joan Evans

Linda Friedman

Dexter Honens II

Anne Knight

Susan Layng

Charles Levine

April Matthews

Hillary Murphy

Karen Murphy

John Nash

Altie Schmitt

Judy Schoenrock

Ann Sharf

Amy Rose Smith

Molly Smith

Jeff Snell

Lynda Snell

Steve Stahle

Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega

Ann Ward

Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 • Orinda, CA 94563 • Phone: (925) 254-0505
                 Visit www.villageassociates.com  Click on                                       Sunday Open Homes 

3940 S. Peardale Drive
Super 3 Bed/1.5 Bath home in top 
neighborhood full of charm & style! 
Ideal setting w/ potential to expand. 

$1,570,000

$1,795,000

1072 W. Holly Drive
Walnut Creek Charm! 3 Bed/2 Bath 
single story home on fabulous 
corner lot. Lots of natural light!

117 Goodfellow Drive
Exceptional design appeal on a 
gorgeous 1.07 acre lot with incredible 
views, sun light, & privacy. 

$1,375,000 $895,000

1858 Joseph Drive
Beautifully maintained 4 Bed/2.5 
Bath single story home on flat lot in 
sought after Bluffs neighborhood. 

$649,000

3140 Maryola Court
Authentic old Orinda Spanish on 
truly special OCC view knoll. 3223 
sq.ft. of charming living spaces. 

64 El Gavilan Road
Great 5 Bed/ 3 Bath family home 
with spacious light-filled living in a 
functional 3364 sq.ft. floor plan.

$1,395,000

$2,425,000

OR INDA

LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE

MORAGA MORAGA WALNUT CREEKMORAGA

LAMORINDA’S  LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE F IRM

facebook.com/VillageAssociates

instagram.com/VillageAssociates 

twitter.com/villageassoc 

License #01301392

30 Miramonte Drive
Beautifully remodeled townhouse in 
Miramonte Gardens. The one you’ve 
been waiting for!

New Price

New Listing

New Listing


