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Mighty Fine Guitars Nov. 30 benefit

concert helps fire victims
By Lou Fancher

The Quitters
ne way to determine the hu-
manitarian temperature of a
community is the degree of diffi-
culty required to convince people
to take credit for their own good
deeds and generosity.

It requires a boatload of per-
suasion to get Mighty Fine Gui-
tar shop owner Stevie Coyle to
pop the cork about the Nov. 30
Camp Fire Benefit at MFG con-
cert; the entire proceeds of which
will go to people rebuilding their
lives after the Nov. 8 Camp Fire
in Butte County. On the list of
performers joining finger-pick-
ing guitarist Coyle are Glenn
Houston (Coyle’s co-guitarist
in the duo, The Quitters), Left-
over Dreams (Tony Marcus and
Patrice Haan), Teresa Tudury,
Tricia Hellman Gibbs and oth-
ers. The 8 p.m. performance
takes place in The Big Room, a
well-known, 75-person, in-store
performance space located next
door to Coyle’s Lafayette shop.
Use of the space is donated by
Lamorinda Music owners Col-
leen and John McCormick.

Of course, like Coyle, the
McCormicks aren’t out waving
the flag of giving either. They’re
just giving.

Coyle and the McCormick’s
reticence could come because
the show, by the time this article
goes to print, is sure to sell out
and have a waiting list. Coyle put
the word out when he heard that
people would be uplifted to learn
about the rapid response and to
know of the North Valley Com-

Teresa Tudury

munity Foundation, and created
a Facebook Live stream of the
concert with the suggestion for
sending donations.

“Within five hours, we had
67 seats reserved,” says Coyle.
“I had to go with RSVP so we
don’t have a throng out there. I
only wish I could add a second
show.” During a busy holiday
season, The Big Room is mostly
booked, as are other locations in
Lamorinda that Coyle contacted.
“I would have liked to have done
this even sooner, but I’'m grateful
to my niece, Colleen, for allow-
ing us to use the space for even
one night.”

Coyle says the NVCF is al-
ready accepting donations and
will be easily accessed during the
concert broadcast by people un-
able to attend the live show. “You
just hit Mighty Fine Guitar’s
Facebook page or my personal
Stevie Coyle FB page. You’ll
have the show to watch and it
will have the URL for where to
donate. Facebook Live is aston-
ishing, so hopefully donations
will come in that way as well.”

The foundation, he emphasiz-
es, has low administrative costs.
“So many people have found out
that organizations devote little
money to the people who actu-
ally need the help. But as far as
I have learned, this one does a
great job.”

Asked to talk about the ca-
maraderie between artists, Coyle
opens up. “There’s serendip-
ity onstage,” he says, about per-
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forming with Houston. “He was
with me in the first iteration of
The Waybacks (a four-member
band Coyle, Houston and Wayne
“Chojo” Jacques founded in the
late 1990s that was joined by
singer, songwriter and guitar-
ist James Nash in 1999). Glenn
plays left-handed and upside
down as well. He doesn’t turn
the low strings around so they’re
closer to his face. He plays blue-
grass, Chicago style blues on the
electric, all flat-picking, where I
do finger-picking. Our styles are
complementary. We can turn on a
dime and play something we’ve
never played before and feel con-
fident.”

Coyle says the two jazz mu-
sicians who make up the duo
Leftover Dreams and every solo
artist he invited instantly said
“Yes.” Some of them had played
in Butte County area music fes-
tivals, but most performers just
wanted to use their art to benefit
people in need. Coyle and Hous-
ton recently had a private gig
near Paradise. “It was a house
concert, almost at ground zero,”
he recalls. “Their place was luck-
ily spared. So for us there’s per-
sonal stake, but also, being hun-
dreds of miles away, breathing
the smoke — let’s just say it’s easy
to put something together.”
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Your Full Service Lafayette Shop
For Flowers, Plants & Gifts
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FLORIST
(925) 284-5765

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
www.floralartsflorist.com

SANTA'S BAG +=22™
Friday - November 30 G
11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Saturday - December 1

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. TRADITION
Sunday - December 2 28th

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Anniversary
LafayeFte Community Center Selected Handcrafis
500 Saint Mary's Rd., Lafayette from over
i Facebook.com/santasbagboutique 60+ Artists

Begin your holiday shopping at the 28th Annual Santa's Bag Boutique. This
show presents a fantastic array of artists who have created unique gifis for the
whole family. Join this 3 day community event with friends and family.

Annual gift baskets are donated by businesses and individuals in the community
and all gift basket sales benefit the Lafayette Community Center Foundation
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BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

Mo
b

925037749209 (@)

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com

Immunizations made easy

Are you 60 and up-to-date with your
screenings? Our services include:

Blood Pressure Colon Cancer

Cholesterol Screenings
Diabetes Lung Cancer
Mammogram Screenings

Osteoporosis Immunizations

Prostate Screenings

To schedule an
appointment today in
our Lamorinda office,
call 925-962-9120.

BASS

MEDICAL GROUP

911 Moraga Road
Lafayette, CA 94549
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WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MNHNASIUME

The Math Learning Center

GRADES K-12
Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com






