
  Page:   A6                 LAMORINDA WEEKLY               925-377-0977            www.lamorindaweekly.com       Tuesday, Dec. 25, 2018

As expected, Vice Mayor 
Inga Miller has been elected 

Orinda’s mayor for the next year, 
and Council Member Darlene 
Gee steps up to be the vice may-
or.  On Dec. 11, the city council 
completed its annual reorganiza-
tion, welcoming newly elected 
council members Dennis Fay and 

Nick Kosla and honoring outgo-
ing members Eve Phillips and 
Dean Orr.  A reception followed 
the meeting.
 The meeting was well at-
tended, including former mayors 
Bobbie Landers, Bill Judge, Vic-
toria Smith, Laura Abrams, Bea 
Peggy, widow of Orinda’s fi rst 

mayor Dick Peggy, and former 
City Manager Janet Keeter. 
 Outgoing Mayor Amy Worth 
presented her awards of excel-
lence to Maggie Boscoe of the 
Lamorinda Arts Council, who 
has been the volunteer curator of 
the Orinda Library Gallery.  Bos-
coe could not be present on Dec. 

11, but did attend  the Nov. 18 
meeting to accept the award.  She 
noted that in the 17 years she has 
been arranging monthly artwork 
displays, she calculates that she 
has presented 34,000 works of art 
to gallery visitors.  
 ... continued on Page A12

Orinda
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

City Council 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, 7 p.m. 
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 15, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission  
TBA
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

School Board Meetings
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, Jan. 14, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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OUSD honors Rossiter, welcomes Daoust, elects officers, 
and hears about fire danger
By Sora O’Doherty

There was a large turnout on 
Dec. 10 to honor outgoing 

Orinda Union School District 
board member Julie Rossiter.  May-
or Amy Worth came to celebrate 
her and to show her appreciation 
of her leadership.  Representatives 
from the offi ces of Rep. Mark De-
saulnier and state Sen. Steve Glazer 

also sung Rossiter’s praises. First 
elected in 2010, Rossiter served 
eight years.  Contra Costa County 
Supervisor Candace Andersen 
praised Rossiter’s leadership on the 
school board, adding, “You gave up 
your life for eight years.”  
 Rossiter spoke of leaving as 
“overwhelming and bittersweet.”  

She refl ected on how much has 
happened in the past eight years, 
major changes such as common 
core with its new testing and the 
master facilities plan adopted by 
the board.  “The district is in a good 
place,” she concluded, as she wel-
comed Liz Daoust.  “I’m excited 
for Liz to come aboard,” she said, 
welcoming her perspective and en-
ergy as an educator.
 Daoust, newly elected, was 
sworn in by Andersen, along with 

re-elected board members Carol 
Brown and Jason Kaune, who ap-
peared telephonically because he 
was out of town.  Following the 
swearing in, the meeting observed 
a moment of silence for the deaths 
of Miramonte student Luca Giro 
and Glorietta parent Alex Rudd.
 Hillary Weiner was unanimous-
ly elected president of the board, 
and Cara Hoxie was unanimously 
elected to serve as vice president.

Fire danger concerns
 A group of local residents spoke to the OUSD  board about a 
situation that they consider to be a fi re danger.  Vic Ryerson and other 
residents of Ivy Drive described how their homes bordered one side 
of a creek while Orinda Intermediate School owns the opposite bank 
of the creek.  The school’s side of the creek bank from the bridge at 
the entrance to the school down to the main playing fi eld is heavily 
overgrown, Ryerson said.  George McGregor said that while the Ivy 
Drive neighbors try to keep their side of the creek maintained, they 
fear the fi re danger posed by the dead trees, oak and Monterey pine, 
and other combustible fuel. Ryerson said that one Fourth of July a 
young person started a fi re with a fi recracker in the creek area, and 
three years ago a contractor who was clearing weeds for the purpose 
of fi re abatement also started a fi re.  
 Steve Zanke suggest that the board undertake a study of the creek 
maintenance, and Jill Oberheim told the board of her fears of fi re, es-
pecially in the wake of the recent Camp Fire. Ryerson agreed that in a 
wildfi re situation with strong winds, a fi re would quickly spread from 
the OIS side of the creek to his and the other neighbors’ backyards.

Outgoing Orinda Union School District board member Julie Rossieter was 
honored for her eight years service.           Photo Sora O’Doherty

Orinda reorganizes the city council; Mayor grants awards 
of  excellence
By Sora O’Doherty
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Buying or selling a house can be the start 
of something new or the end of an era, 
when dreams are realized or you take a leap 
into the great unknown.  Every house and 
everyone’s situation is different.  For over 15 
years, I’ve offered a uniquely personal and 
professional approach to home transactions in 
our Lamorinda community.  

Wishing you the best in 2019.
I’ll be here when you need me.

“Trust the magic of new 
  beginnings...”     - Meister Eckhart
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