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WALNUT CREEK’S PREMIER ACTIVE SENIOR
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ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
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BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

Mo

925¢3779209 (@)

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com

STOP CLEANING
Get Gutter Guards!

* Fits all sizes of gutters

* 10 year No-Clog Warrenty

* High quality aircraft alloy

* We will clean and repair your gutters
before installation of your new guards

Licensed & Insured #939838

Winter Special - 20% oFr

The Gutter Guard Company
925-247-7044

www.bayareagutterguards.com

925-377-0977
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THT announces an ‘In the Wings’
staged reading of Anna Ziegler’s ‘Boy’
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Top, from left: Craig Souza and Craig Eychner; bottom: Alan

Coyne, Gretchen Lee Salter and Adrian Deane.

Submitted by Susan infant; on the advice of psy-

Evans chologist and gender identity
specialist John Money,

Next up in Town Hall The- Reimer’s parents raised him as

a girl. At age 14, learning of
his past from his father,
Reimer decided to accept a
male identity. But Reimer’s
actual story serves only as a
jumping off point for the play-
wright. “Boy” focuses in on the
complicated inter-dependent
relationship between a doctor
and a patient; and Ziegler is
most interested in how par-

atre’s staged reading series “In
the Wings” is a one-night only
reading of “Boy,” a moving
new play about gender iden-
tity by Anna Ziegler. “Boy”
will have one performance
only on Feb. 4 at Town Hall
Theatre Company in Lafayette.
The true story of David
Peter Reimer was the play-

children.

The choice Adam’s par-
ents make reverberates
throughout this life. Scenes in
the play bounce back and
forth from the 1960s to the
1980s: Adam’s parents ask the
advice of a psychologist after a
surgical accident has left one
of their twin boys without a
penis; Adam is ‘trained’ in be-
ing a girl as we witness many
childhood appointments in a
doctor’s office; Adam finds
love as a young man in his
20s. What'’s it like to grow up
in an identity that doesn’t fit
you?

“Boy” is directed by Cyn-
thia Lagodzinski and features
five talented Bay Area per-
formers: Alan Coyne, Adrian
Deane, Craig Eychner,
Gretchen Lee Salter, and Craig
Souza.

In an interview given be-
fore the play’s world pre-
miere, the playwright dis-
cussed the recurring themes
of betrayal, forgiveness and
the durability of love in her
plays: “At the heart of the play
is an incredible betrayal,
stunning in its scope and con-
sequences. That Adam can ul-
timately find a way to forgive
his parents speaks to his grad-
ual recognition that it was in
fact love that drove their deci-
sion, and to all the characters’
deep humanity and good in-
tentions, however flawed.”

Tickets are $10 general
admission and free to sub-
scribers, and are available

wright’s inspiration for “Boy.”

ents can be blinded by love to

In 1966 Reimer suffered a
botched circumcision as an

Info: www.TownHallTheatre.com.

the true needs of their

through the box office at (925)
283-1557 or online.

Live Poets Society - second episode
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The three invited poets: Dani Gabriel

Jeremy Benson

Lisa Rosenber

By Sophie Braccini

A community that prides itself in its sophis-
tication and prizes literary achievements
could only welcome with warmth the initia-
tives taken by Lafayette-Orinda poet laure-
ate Amy Glynn. Last year she organized the
first Live Poets Society reading, which was
excellent; enthused by the talents of local
poets, the laureate is proposing a second it-

eration. Glynn has invited professional poets
to share their work, and is giving the oppor-
tunity to budding talents on Sunday, Jan. 27
to be confronted, sometimes for the first
time, with a live audience.

The Sunday afternoon presentation from
1 to 3 p.m. will feature three presenters who
are all current or recent city poet laureates
from different Bay Area municipalities. In
October Glynn attended a gathering of Cali-
fornia poet laureates in Los Angeles, hosted
by state poet laureate Dana Gioia, who has
just ended his term. She remembers the
amazing day of readings and discussions of
their various programs and how they got in-
spired to include each other in upcoming
events.

The readers will be Dani Gabriel, Jeremy
Benson, and Lisa Rosenberg. Benson is the
current poet laureate of Napa County who
has also written novels, short stories, arti-
cles, personal essays, stand-up comedy rou-
tines, and short films. Benson is also a con-
summate live presenter and Glynn antici-
pates that he will be a big success during the
poetry session.

Rosenberg is the author of “A Different
Physics,” winner the 2017 Red Mountain Po-
etry Prize. A former Wallace Stegner Fellow
at Stanford University, she has degrees in
physics and creative writing, and worked for
many years in engineering. She served as
the 2017-18 poet laureate of San Mateo
County.

Gabriel is the author of a forthcoming
children’s book by Penny Candy Books, “The
Woman You Write Poems About” (Civil De-
fense Press) and coauthor of “Molotov
Mouths” (Manic D Press). She earned a
bachelor’s degree from UC Berkeley in peace
and conflict studies and a master's in fine
arts from Mills College in creative writing.
She is a postulant for the diaconate in the
Episcopal Diocese of California.

Glynn chose to host this second gather-
ing at Orinda Books for its cozy atmosphere.
She hopes that the Sunday afternoon time
will be more convenient for her targeted au-
dience than an evening during the week.
Glynn’s objective for these types of gather-
ings is to attract families and she has opened
wide the door of the society to young
writers.

Glynn believes that a very large portion
of the mission of a poet laureate is educa-
tion. She has started reaching out and invit-
ing young writers, connecting with writing
programs such as the Intuitive Writing Pro-
ject. She is working on establishing a closer
connection to the schools and is inviting high
school students to contact her if they are in-
terested, “or simply show up to the reading
and introduce themselves,” she adds.

The Poet Laureate is a program of the
Lamorinda Arts Council and is supported by
the cities of Lafayette and Orinda. Glynn’s
tenure as poet laureate is two years.

Info: https://lamorindaarts.org/contact-poet-laureate-program/lamorindaarts.org/poet-laureate/



