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Orinda Garden Club
celebrates completion of
median landscaping and
offramp refresh

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda Garden Club has
been busier than usual lately,
completing projects around
downtown Orinda. Years in
the planning, the replanting
and beautification of the me-
dian strips on Camino Pablo
from Santa Maria through E1
Toyonal has now been
brought to fruition. Although
the garden club conceived the
plan and Shari Bashin-
Sullivan did the original de-
signs, club president Cathleen
Sodos explained that the
plans were eventually
changed considerably owing
to a requirement imposed by
both the city of Orinda and
PG&E. The median plantings
are both drought tolerant and
low maintenance.

The project was a joint
endeavor by the garden club
and the city. The club in-
vested $50,000, the proceeds
from a garden tour they
hosted and from donations,
and the city matched it.
Orinda put the installation
work out for bid and hired a
contractor to do the actual
work, which included instal-
lation of an irrigation system
and placement of soil and
boulders.

Sodos explained that part
of the club's mission state-
ment is “to encourage and as-
sist in the beautification of
the community” and the Me-
dian Restoration Project was
the recipient of funds from
the 2015 Orinda In Bloom
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garden tour. The idea was the
brainchild of Sylvia and Tim
Carter, who also donated gen-
erously to the project. Then
garden club president Janet
Riley initiated the process
with the city which was
passed along to next presi-
dent Margie Murphy and fi-
nally to Sodos. “We all tried to
keep the city of Orinda fo-
cused on the goal,” Sodos
said, “but it took a while.” The
intervention of the Minor
Road sinkhole added to the
delay. Sodos credits Larry
Theis, director of public
works and assistant city man-
ager, with guiding the project
to completion. “We are grate-
ful to Larry, who was our
hero, and look forward to
working with the city on fu-
ture beautification projects,”
Sodos said.

Another recently com-
pleted project refreshed the
offramp opposite Theatre
Square. The offramp has
been augmented with plants
and bulbs, including dwarf
fruitless olive trees. Sodos
noted that it is “difficult to do
exactly what you want to do.”
The club had hoped to use the
same trees on the medians,
but PG&E wouldn’t allow
them. A variety of native oak
was used instead.

The club will hold a com-
munity meeting on Fire Safe
Landscaping at 11 a.m. March
28 in the Orinda Library
Auditorium.

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A7

Selling a Home in 2019?

Analysts expect the seller’s market to continue,
albeit at a more moderate pace. It will take
thoughtful strategy, cost-effective preparation and
top-notch marketing to obtain superior results.

Call me for a free consultation and expert advice on
how to maximize the net return on your sale.
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1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
» Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation
CA Lic#f 938445
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