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Residents placed color-coded dots and sticky notes on an aerial photo of Orinda to indicate which areas they believe need

improvement and the types of improvements they would like to see.

Community comments on potential changes to downtown Orinda

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda Library Auditorium was packed to
overflowing on Jan. 29 as residents gathered to par-
ticipate in the ConnectOrinda workshop.
Planning Drummond Buckley and Associate Planner
Adam Foster gave a brief introduction, with Buckley
saying he felt like a kid on Christmas, and Foster

agreeing that he was equally excited. Also present
were Victoria Eisen, partner at Eisen | Letunic, the
consultant on the Downtown Streetscape project,
known as ConnectOrinda.

The consultants were selected in June and the
first formal launch event was held in October, fol-
lowing interviews with stakeholders. At the work-
shop, the public was invited to comment on 19 po-
tential projects in four categories: the Theatre Dis-
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trict, the BART/Connection zone, the Village District
and Character & Beautification. The projects in-
clude calming traffic on Moraga Way, improving ca-

sual carpool waiting area, enhancing walking routes

between BART and the Theatre District and the Vil-
lage, enhancing Orinda Way and improving walka-
bility, and planning for creek access. Also included
are potentially moving and/or closing access ramps
to Highway 24.
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LANgQIINDA

Letters to the Editor A9
Not to be missed B6-B7
Obituary B4
How to contact us B7
Classified c2
Love Lafayette B8

Visit 5A & Get a Free Gift For
Your Valentine While supplies last
No Purchase Necessary

exp 2/14/19

=i l.l..l.l.,l T
S TRENTESPACE

Biary IF Fasraelf i Hamn |
| Fa

Photo Nick Marnell

Some trees slated for removal along this trail enjoy a stay of execution.

By Nick Marnell

One ramification of the Pacific Gas and
Electric Company Jan. 29 bankruptcy
filing is that the company will likely no
longer be able to reimburse the city of
Lafayette for legal bills in its defense of
a lawsuit brought against the city and
the utility by a local citizens group.
PG&E and Lafayette are financially
linked in a 2017 Agreement for Tree

Civic News

Removal. According to a city staff re-
port, PG&E would pay the city a miti-
gation fee of $531,000 — $475,000 in
cash and $56,000 in future tree planti-
ngs - to remove 272 trees on private
and public property. The company
deemed that the trees had to go as they
prevent first responder access and
safety inspections, and that the tree
roots could damage underground

pipes.
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Alocal citizens group, Save
Lafayette Trees, sued the city and the
utility. “The city failed to conduct any
environmental review before entering
into the contract with PG&E,” said
Stephan Volker, SLT attorney. The liti-
gation is ongoing, and the doomed
trees enjoy a stay of execution.

Not only are the city and PG&E
joined as co-defendants in the SLT
lawsuit, but PG&E agreed to reimburse
the city for its legal costs, with the logic
that it is the utility’s pipeline safety
program that was being challenged.
Through January, the company had re-
imbursed the city for $114,000 in legal
fees.

Because of the Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy, the days of PG&E reimburse-
ment to Lafayette may be over. Past
due city invoices for the utility totaled
$41,500, and since the city’s claim
against PG&E for that money would
likely be paid at cents on the dollar and
not paid for several months, or even
years, Lafayette had to dip into the
mitigation money to pay its own legal
costs.

Jennifer Wakeman, Lafayette fi-
nancial services manager, said that
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there are no outstanding legal charges,
but city attorney Mala Subramanian
warned that the city would use funds
from the the $433,000 mitigation bal-
ance to pay future legal expenses. De-
pending on how far and how slowly
the SLT lawsuit moves through the sys-
tem, the legal costs could be
substantial.

“This presents a huge financial
risk for the city,” said a speaker at the
Jan. 28 city council meeting. “You are
fighting the residents who are trying to
ensure their safety. Is this really where
the city wants to go?”

In an ironic twist to this story, as
the utility is being sued by the
Lafayette citizens group for removing
trees near gas pipelines, a federal
judge on Jan. 30 chastised PG&E for not
cutting down trees and removing
fallen limbs near its electric power
lines, blaming the utility for its role in
the wildfires that have ravaged North-
ern California over the past two years.

PG&E spokesman Jeff Smith de-
clined to comment on the company
bankruptcy filing or the reimburse-
ment of Lafayette legal expenses.
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925.339.1918 | Dana@DanaGreenTeam.com
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A speaker attacks the Metropolitan Transportation Commission at the Jan. 28 council meeting.

By Nick Marnell

Lafayette officials largely de-
nounced an action plan de-
veloped by a regional com-
mittee that would spur hous-
ing growth in the Bay Area by
raising $1.5 billion annually
through revenue sources like
a vacancy tax, parcel tax, in-
creased sales tax, gross re-
ceipts and head taxes on em-
ployers, and the issuance of
general obligation bonds.
The Committee to House
the Bay Area, known by the
acronym CASA and formed by
the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Commission, also em-
boldens state leaders to pass
legislation to change the
Proposition 13 tax allocation
formula to give jurisdictions
that provide more housing a

higher share of property tax
revenue. CASA also urges the
state to form a Regional
Housing Enterprise to imple-
ment and administer the pol-
icy recommendations.

The plan, called the CASA
Compact, is a 15-year emer-
gency policy package targeted
to the Bay Area, and recom-
mends 10 policy changes and
five calls for action, including
the production of 35,000
housing units a year, of which
21,000 are affordable to
lower- and moderate-income
households; the preservation
of 300,000 affordable housing
units; and the protection of
300,000 lower-income house-
holds from displacement. The
Compact also calls for stiffer
tenant protections, minimum
transit zoning requirements
and the unlocking of public

land for affordable housing.

Implementation of the
recommendations will “re-
quire bills to be passed in
Sacramento ... regional ballot
measure campaigns in 2020
and beyond ... and every local
government in the Bay Area
to do their part,” according to
the Compact.

“This is a very scary doc-
ument, and it includes things
we know do not work,” Vice
Mayor Mike Anderson said at
the Jan. 28 city council meet-
ing. Anderson said that rent
control only drives rents
higher, and that many of the
Compact recommendations
would in effect take away lo-
cal control of zoning and
housing.

The vice mayor cited the
example of BART zoning re-
quirements. Assembly Bill

- Photo Jeff Heyman, City of Lafayette

2923 allows BART to develop
housing on property it owns,
but the Compact calls for the
zoning to extend to one-
quarter mile beyond the
BART stations, putting even
more pressure on local mu-
nicipalities — like Lafayette —
that are producing housing in
compliance with their estab-
lished development stan-
dards.

By suggesting a new
quarter-percent sales tax to
pay for its recommendations,
the Compact may prevent
Lafayette from implementing
taxes for its own purposes,
said Niroop Srivatsa, interim
city manager. And she bris-
tled at the extra work the
Compact would require of her
staff. “We should be spending
our time building the housing
units instead of on paperwork
and bureaucracy,” Srivatsa
said.

Anderson later expanded
on his Compact concerns. “It’s
a regional effort to influence
state legislation, but it’s hard
to get a grip on where to ap-
ply the pressure,” he said.
Anderson pointed to the high-
tech industry, which
promised to allow its employ-
ees to work from home. “It
didn’t happen,” he said. “You
have all of these people dri-
ving for miles to their jobs.
We need to get these compa-
nies to decentralize their op-
erations. They don’t need to
build Salesforce buildings.
Put the work where the peo-
ple live, and put the jobs
where the housing already
1s.”

Lafayette officials fire back at regional housing recommendations

Anderson added that
there are plenty of vacant
storefronts in Lafayette.

Mayor Cam Burks ex-
pressed misgivings about
transparency, including how
the Compact ideas were gen-
erated and how few people
were engaged in the process.
Burks also noted that many of
the suggested bills are already
on the fast track to passage in
Sacramento. “It’s very trou-
bling,” he said.

“All we did was select the
three co-chairs and they filled
out the rest of the committee,”
said John Goodwin, MTC
spokesman. “It may seem like
only a few people, but they
represent a diversity of inter-
ests and a breadth of experi-
ence.”

Council members recom-
mended that the Compact be-
come the focus of the April
Tri-City meeting, which will
be hosted by Lafayette, with
MTC representatives available
to explain the details of the
Compact to Lamorinda resi-
dents.

But with his concerns
about proposed legislation al-
ready on the way to Sacra-
mento, Burks pushed for an
even earlier meeting date,
possibly in March. He also
made clear that the city
should feel no guilt over its
own efforts to cope with the
housing crisis.

“Lafayette has done and
continues to do our part, and
a cookie-cutter approach is
just not right,” Burks said.

Proposed Citizen Gas Safety Task Force moves one step forward

By Nick Marnell

The principals of Save
Lafayette Trees formally re-
quested Jan. 28 that the

Lafayette City Council form a
Gas Safety Task Force, and
though the city has been sued
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by the grassroots organiza-
tion, the council members
agreed to agendize the item
for its last meeting in Febru-
ary.
SLT claims that PG&E has
ignored public safety by re-
fusing to begin important gas
pipeline improvements and
instead plans to remove trees
that the utility says pose a
safety hazard and cause
problems around gas
pipelines. The group sued the
city and the utility for enter-
ing into a tree-removal agree-
ment.

Despite the acrimony of
an ongoing lawsuit, the group
and the city continued
pipeline safety discussions
throughout 2018. According
to SLT co-founder Gina Daw-
son, at a Nov. 13 meeting that
included representatives of
both parties, the utility, the
California Public Utilities
Commission and members of
the public, Council Member
Mike Anderson supported the
formation of a citizen task
force “for the optimization of
pipeline safety in Lafayette.”

Gina and Michael Daw-
son presented a draft pro-

posal and a request for the
formation of the task force at
the January council meeting.
The three-page proposal
opens with the rationale for
the creation of the task force.
“Of primary importance is the
lack of confidence in the cur-
rent utility operator, PG&E, in
that it has historically been
found negligent of pipeline
safety law.”

The document outlines
the work plan and guiding
principles for the task force,
concluding with a message
likely directed at both the
utility and the city: “Regain
trust and attain verification of
safe pipeline operation in
Lafayette.”

“Putting together a task
force is just us deciding we
want to do it,” said Anderson,
now vice mayor, and the pos-
itive follow-up comments of
the council members indi-
cated that they indeed want to
do it.

Anderson and the Daw-
sons will collaborate on a fi-
nal task force proposal and
the item has been scheduled
to head to the full city council
on Feb. 25.
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City Council

Monday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings

Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Feb. 6, 7 p.m.

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Design Review

Monday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Feb. 13, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us
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Nominations are open for the
2019 Lafayette Citizen of the Year

Do you have a person in mind for this year’s nomination?

Criteria are as follows:

* Must be a current Lafayette resident;

* Must be someone who has given of their time, money
or energy to help make Lafayette a healthy
community, where people will want to live, work

and shop;

* Must be someone who models excellence in

everything they do;

* Must be someone who brings this community
together and/or makes us proud to be a member of

the community.

A celebration dinner will be held on Friday, March 22 at
the Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa to honor the winner! The
deadline for submitting nominations is 1 p.m. Friday, Feb. 8.

Nominations can be sent to nominations@lamorindaweekly.com or

jay@lafayettechamber.org.
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

925 376 1777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

Lafayette takes steps to
become an Age-Friendly

Community

AGE-FRIENDLY
COMMUKITIES

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette is taking proactive
steps toward supporting its
older residents as it kicks off
the AARP/World Health Orga-
nization “age-friendly com-
munity” initiative with a
meeting hosted by the Senior
Services Commission
Wednesday, Feb. 20 from 10
a.m. to noon in the Don
Tatzin Community Hall at the
Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center. All are welcome.

The initiative is a re-
sponse to Lafayette’s sizable
population of older residents
—a segment that is rapidly
growing.

Senior Services Coordi-
nator Maureen Neumann ex-
plains that as the U.S. popula-
tion ages and people stay
healthy and active longer,
communities must adapt.
“Well-designed, livable com-
munities promote health and
sustain economic growth, and
they make for happier,
healthier residents of all
ages,” she says.

The AARP Network of
Age-Friendly Communities is
an affiliate of the World
Health Organization’s Age-
Friendly Cities and Commu-
nities Program, an interna-
tional effort launched in 2006
to help cities prepare for
rapid population aging and
the parallel trend of urban-
ization. The program has
participating communities in
more than 20 nations, as well
as 10 affiliates representing
more than 1,000 communi-
ties. Members of the AARP
Network of Age-Friendly
Communities become part of
a global network of commu-
nities that are committed to

giving older residents the op-
portunity to live rewarding,
productive and safe lives.

“It’s important because
our city has a sizable popula-
tion of residents aged 50 and
older. This segment is grow-
ing rapidly. Many want to age
in place - remain in their
homes as they get older,” says
Neumann. “They need the
support of their city to meet
their needs.”

AARP estimates the
process will take five years.
The program looks at the
Eight Domains of Livability,
which form the backbone of
the initiative. These are out-
door spaces and buildings,
transportation, housing, so-
cial participation, respect and
social inclusion, civic partici-
pation and employment,
communication and informa-
tion, and health services.

Each of these domains
will be addressed at the
meeting. Focus groups will be
formed at a later date. Speak-
ers will include Mayor Cam
Burks, Interim City Manager
Niroop Srivatsa as well as
members of the Senior Ser-
vices Commission.

Neumann says that atten-
dees will be asked to con-
tribute by sharing answers to
initial questions about what
residents love about
Lafayette, what they consider
to be current age-friendly
needs, and what age-friendly
needs they foresee for the
future.

Refreshments will be
served and there will be door
prizes. Any residents inter-
ested in attending should re-
serve their spot by registering
on the website listed below or
by calling (925) 284-5050.

Info: https://apm.activecommunities.com/lafayetterec/Activity_
Search/age-friendly-community-kickoff-event/3354

156 Miramonte Drive, Moraga | Offered at $875,000

Spacious 1828 sq. ft. end unit with 4 bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms
in a Premium location with a view of the Moraga Country Club.

As always, I am here to help... I listen and I care!

I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!
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Housing trends exposed
at Home Expo

By Lou Fancher

Every current or prospective
homeowner has heard or at
one time experienced a resi-
dential remodeling or home
improvement nightmare
story. The narratives range
from shady contractors to
unreliable or uncommunica-
tive construction or design
firms to inflated estimates
with hidden costs that spring
out of nowhere like phan-
toms—or to the horror of
simply existing in the fragile
space-time warp of a

project-that-will-not-end.

Which is why Lamorinda
Home Expo ’19, held this year
on Jan. 27 at the Lafayette
Veterans Memorial Building,
was a welcome event. Pre-
sented annually by The
HomeMag East Bay, over 30
exhibitors limited to between
three and five per category,
offered a wide but reasonable
array of services.

Joe Gordon, from Orinda,
heard about the show on the
radio.

... continued on Page A9
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65 Silverwood Drive, Lafayette
5Bed | 3Bath | 3,055 Sq Ft | $1,575,000

Burton Valley

141 Castle Court, Lafayette
4 Bed | 2Bath | 2,056 Sq Ft | $1,395,000 ’

|/
Individually Unique.
Collectively Complete.
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BRYDON &:i\"]-ﬁ&i

REAL DSTATE TEAM

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or
other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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I+ |First Open House
Sun 2/10, 1-4pm

3.5 Baths
4,080 Sq Ft

lawn

commute!

75 Jean Court, Moraga
- 4 Bed + large office/kids hangout

0.63 Acre Bluffs cul de sac view lot
Pool, spa, half court basketball court, and large

Stones throw from Burton Valley- Great for

Tara Rochlin, Broker

DRE 01330630
www.tararochlin.com
tararochlin@gmail.com
925.586.3442
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Moraga’s town goals and public suggestions for 2019

By Vera Kochan

While Moraga’s council
members and supporting de-
partments have many goals
for 2019, the public also gave
voice to a few concerns for
the upcoming year during the
Jan. 23 town council meeting.
Many of the following
goals were once hot button
topics during Moraga’s recent
council member elections:
Open communications be-
tween town staff, business
applicants and landowners or

developers to avoid hold-up
of projects; complete the
Moraga Center Specific Plan
Implementation Project; open
up leasing potential for a pos-
sible restaurant or other
commercial business at Ha-
cienda de las Flores; continue
to have the Moraga Police De-
partment work with the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
regarding emergency pre-
paredness evacuation plans,
routes and temporary refuge
areas; and improve fiscal
spending by examining all
town expenditures and iden-

tify areas for potential sav-
ings. Other desires included
completing the Surface Seal
Project of rubberized cape
seal treatment on selected
roads; pursuing the Canyon
Road Temporary Bridge re-
imbursement from the Fed-

eral Highway Administration;

examining increasing traffic

congestion in Lamorinda; and

maintaining transparency.
During the public com-
ment portion, Bob Fritzky,
president of the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce,
stressed the importance of

making the town easier to
work with in order to keep
old businesses and attract
new ones. He also proposed
working with Saint Mary’s
College grad students to cre-
ate a Small Business Catalyst
Program, whereby students
would help small businesses
for free.

Other suggestions from
the public included imple-
menting a Community Emer-
gency Response Team pro-
gram that would help the
town be self-sufficient for at
least a week in the event of a

natural disaster; opening
town offices from Monday
through Friday to make Mor-
aga easier to work with; and
using any available funds to
preserve open space.

Brent Meyers, on behalf
of SMARTMoraga, suggested
adding several oversight
functions to the town.

With each new year come
new year resolutions, and
with it the hope that the com-
munity will continue to work
together to make life better in
Moraga.

Chamber honors Moraga Business of the Year and Nonprofit of the Year

Moraga Citizens Network board members standing, from left: Tory
Courtney, Larry Beans and Diana Obrand. Ellen Beans seated.
Photos Vera Kochan

By Vera Kochan

The Olsen Team’s Ben Olsen and Sue Olsen

its, a separate category,

voted on by the executive
committee of the Chamber
board. All of the nominees
had to meet six important
criteria: be a Chamber
member in good standing;
demonstrate ethical busi-
ness practices; have good
customer relationships;
practice good business
strategies; serve as a good
business role model and
support the Moraga
community.

The Olsen Team’s
founder, Sue Olsen, initially
had a career as a triage
nurse in the Midwest. In the
late 1970s, while looking to

In a departure from past
procedures of naming a
Business Person of the Year,
the Moraga Chamber of
Commerce decided to
change things up by honor-
ing a Business of the Year.
And, since three of the
nominations were nonprof-

Nonprofit of the Year, was
added.

The 2018 business win-
ner is The Olsen Team — the
13th recipient of the Busi-
ness award — headed by Sue
Olsen and Ben Olsen, and
the nonprofit winner is
Moraga Citizens Network.

The nominations were
gathered for five weeks and

purchase a home in the
Lamorinda area, she was
disappointed in the lack of
compassion that real estate
agents showed to potential
home buyers. Olsen de-
cided to take real estate
classes and one thing led to
another.

... continued on Page A12

Town Council

Wednesday, Feb 13, 7 p.m. Commission
Council Chambers and
Community Meeting

Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Tuesday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning

Design Review

Monday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Moraga School District Board Meetings

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Auditorium, 1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us

Local Knowledge
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Are YouJConsidering Selling Your Home?

Gary Bernie & Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie

925.200.2222
gary.bernie@compass.com
DRE 00686144

Ken Ryerson

925.878.9685
ken.ryerson@compass.com
DRE 01418309

If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide you with a
complimentary market analysis of your home’s value, as well as a comprehensive
marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market!
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Linda Ehrich
Realtor

93 Moraga Way

Orinda, CA 94543
925.698.1452
Linda@LindaEhrich.com

wiwiwd, Lindaklrich. ooim
DRES 01330258

LINDA EHRICH
Village

ASSOCIATES
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FREE Initial Consultation

Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

LAMORINDA
YAUD1OLOGY
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Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

Work to begin for

Photo Vera Kochan

The intersection at Canyon Road and Camino Pablo during rush
hour, with bicyclists and cars driving north, south and east.

By Vera Kochan

Improvements to pedestrian
crossings at the intersection
of Canyon Road and Camino
Pablo are coming this sum-

mer. Funds from One Bay
Area Grant and funds aug-
mented from Measure K have
set the wheels in motion on
the project first proposed in
2016. Public outreach meet-

ings will be scheduled for
February or early March
when construction strategies
are presented to the town.

Parents of Joaquin Mor-
aga Intermediate School stu-
dents have long realized the
danger this intersection poses
when children going to and
from school do so at the same
time that drivers are going to
and from work.

Some of the proposed
safety enhancements are to
reduce the through-travel
lanes from two to one in each
direction and assign the re-
maining area to “bulb-outs,”
while adding a pedestrian
refuge/island to reduce the
crossing distance and nar-
rowing the roadway to calm
traffic. Additional improve-
ment possibilities are rapid

safer intersection this summer

flash beacons, improved in-
tersection lighting and a
speed feedback sign in the
northbound direction.

During the Jan. 23 town
council meeting, Public
Works Director Edric Kwan
requested and received ap-
proval for the Moraga
Road/Alta Mesa Intersection
Improvements Grant. This in-
tersection is the second most
dangerous for pedestrians
since 2011 with 27 accidents,
three of which involved trips
to the hospital for
pedestrians.

Kwan stated, “Twenty-
two other agencies are vying
for the OBAG funding. We
need to contribute local funds
by matching 50 percent of
their grant funds to have a
more competitive applica-

tion.” He assured the council
that the town’s funding of the
Moraga Road/Alta Mesa pro-
ject “has already been in-
cluded in the budget and will
not detract from another
project.

“We will make sure that
any improvements are safe,”
Kwan added, “but within our
budget.” He anticipates con-
struction to begin in 2020.

When asked by the town
council if Kwan has received
negative public feedback
about the intersection, he
confirmed that he has re-
ceived quite a few phone
calls. Moraga Chief of Police
Jon King interjected, “I get a
lot of complaints about the
crosswalk; a lot of near
misses.”

Town discusses use of upcoming injection of Palos Colorados funds

By Vera Kochan

The Palos Colorados Funds,
also known as Fund 100 - One
Time Developer Fees, are on
the verge of a cash injection
this June. If all stays on track,
the town’s bank balance will
increase to $2.5 million.

Norman Veloso, Moraga’s
director of administrative
services, delivered a status
presentation to the town
council on Jan. 9, outlining
the fund’s history and future
expectations.

Veloso noted how the
fund is unrestricted. “It is not
limited,” he said. “It is not
constrained as to how the
money is going to be used. It’s
just like any general fund
revenue money that the
council can then decide how
to use that money as it fits the
priorities and the needs of the
council.”

Town Manager Cynthia
Battenberg advised the town
council to “look at the impacts
at that time and what else has
happened in the community,

and find out if some of that
funding would be appropri-
ately allocated towards some
of the impacts and additional
recreation or open space.”
One idea proposed was to
use the funds to build a multi-
purpose gymnasium in town.
Moraga School District Su-
perintendent Bruce Burns
opened up the public com-
ment portion of the council
meeting with his appeal. “As
the town considers the allo-
cation of the Palos Colorados
funds and negotiating future

developments, I strongly en-
courage serious consideration
to develop athletic fields and
to partnering with your
school district to explore,
along with our foundation,
service groups and athletic
organizations, a multi-use
community facility on the
Joaquin Moraga campus,” he
said.

Suzanne Jones, on behalf
of Preserve Lamorinda Open
Space, said, “We would sug-
gest that while some of the
funds may be reasonably ex-

pended on other priorities, a
portion should continue to be
used toward open space and
recreation opportunities as
they arise.”

Former mayor Dave Trot-
ter spoke in support of Burns’
cause by adding, “This is an
opportunity for the council to
advance these interests, to un-
derstand that the quality of the
schools are what make this an
attractive place to live, along
with our open space and keep-
ing our property values high.”

... continued on Page A10

NEW LISTING ~ OPEN SUNDAY 1-4PM ~ 3717 ROSE COURT

Stylishly updated interior with charming architectural features commands attention in this
sprawling rancher in the heart of Lafayette’s exclusive Happy Valley neighborhood.

4 Bedroom, 2.5 bathroom, 2,859 sf, .49 acre, $2,399,000
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Compass s a real e
sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accu

Extraordinary Contemporary
1205 Woodborough Road, Lafayette
Offered at $2,200,000

OPEN HOUSES FOR BOTH HOMES - SUNDAY FEBRUARY 10TH 1-4 PM!

I estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational
s to accuracy of any description. All measurements an i i

i d square footages are approximate.

Gorgeous Ranch in Prime Location
8 Fleetwood Court, Orinda
For Lease at $5,700/ month

ses only. Information is

purpor compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, cor
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage:

ndition,

+ HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS |

3344 Nt Diablo Bivd
in Lalayette
025-284-4440
lamorindafloors.com

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
community. Send a letter
to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Council continues moratorium on accessory structures

By Sora O’Doherty

A moratorium put in place in
July will remain in place un-
til the rules governing acces-
sory structures are changed.
The rules that allowed acces-
sory structures to be built
within five feet of the prop-
erty line became controver-
sial when the owner of 71
Meadowview built two such
structures with the an-
nounced intention of renting
accommodations through
Airbnb. The two accessory
structures are five feet from
the border fence, 15 feet tall
and with windows that over-
looked the neighbors’ bed-
room. According to Orinda
Associate Planner Adam Fos-
ter, those structures have not
yet received final approval
from the city and therefore
cannot yet be inhabited.

Foster clarified the rules
regulating rental properties
in Orinda. Short-term rentals
are defined as rentals up to
30 days but not longer. Only
one short-term rental is al-
lowed at any time on a single
parcel. However, the num-
ber of long-term rentals, over
30 days, is unlimited. So a
property owner could have
one short-term rental and
unlimited long-term rentals
simultaneously.

At its Jan. 22 meeting, the
city council was asked by
staff to make permanent the
provisions of the urgency or-
dinance adopted last July.
After some discussion, the

council decided to continue
the moratorium until new
rules are drafted. A draft or-
dinance needs to go to the
planning commission for re-
view before coming back be-
fore the city council, but the
council asked that the matter
come before it again prior to
going to the planning com-
mission. A new ordinance
must be adopted before the
moratorium expires in July,
therefore the matter must
return to the city council by
June.

The definitions of acces-
sory structures and accessory
dwelling units are different,
and they are covered by dif-
ferent rules. However, ac-
cessory structures may he
habitable and can be con-
verted ministerially to acces-
sory dwelling units, which
means that if the structure
meets the requirements for
an ADU, the city has no dis-
cretion in recognizing it as an

ADU. There may be only one
accessory dwelling unit on a
parcel. Currently there is no
limit to the number of acces-
sory structures that are al-
lowed on a parcel. According
to Foster, the distinction be-
tween an accessory structure
and an ADU is subtle and not
easy to pin down. One factor
often considered is the pres-
ence of a source of 220 volt
electricity, commonly used
for stoves. But an accessory
unit may have, for example, a
microwave oven that runs on
115 volts.

The previous ordinance,
now in abeyance, allowed
accessory structures to be
built within the required set-
back and limited the height
of such structures to 15 feet.
Currently, if an accessory
structure is not built within
the setback area of a parcel,
the maximum height is 27
feet, the same as the main
structure. Although there is

no limit to the number of ac-
cessory structures that can
be built on a parcel, the total
amount of structures on a
parcel is controlled by floor
area ration requirements.

Council Member Amy
Worth asked staff if there
was any reason why the
council should not limit the
number of accessory struc-
tures on a parcel. Other
communities have limited
the size and number of ac-
cessory structures. The coun-
cil directed staff to look into
the possibility of imposing
limits on the number, size, or
height of accessory struc-
tures that are not built within
the setback. In order to be
built within the setback, any
accessory structure would
require permission from the
city, which enables the city to
use discretion as to whether
or not to approve the
planned structure.

Excerpt from Orinda Municipal Code Section 17.2.3:
"Accessory dwelling unit" means an attached or a detached residential dwelling unit that
provides complete independent living facilities for one or more persons on the same parcel
as a single-family dwelling. It shall include permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating,
cooking (see definition of kitchen), and sanitation. An accessory dwelling unit also includes

the following:

1.An efficiency unit, as defined in Health and Safety Code § 17958.1.2.A manufactured
home, as defined in Health and Safety Code § 18007.

"Kitchen" means any room or part of a room within a building which is designed, built,
used or intended to be used for storage and food preparation and dishwashing in conjunction
with the establishment or use of a dwelling unit; but not including a bar, butler's pantry or
similar room adjacent to or connected with a kitchen. Food preparation facilities shall
include 220 volt electrical or natural or propane gas service, unless otherwise specified by

this Code.

North Orinda fire evacuation drill runs smoothly

By Sora O’Doherty

The early morning hours on
Saturday, Jan. 26 saw many
Orinda residents being alerted
to a practice fire danger and
evacuating their north Orinda
neighborhoods. Fire Station 45
served as the command center
for the drill, where representa-
tives of the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District, the Orinda Police De-
partment, Cal Fire, the Orinda
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Station 45 was filled with volunteers who assisted in the Jan. 26 drill.

City Council and others gath-
ered to monitor the drill. At
6:49 a.m. three fires were lit in
buckets to trigger sensors that
were located on poles above the
flames. When the sensors per-
ceived the fires, they sent out
notifications to dispatch at 6:53
a.m. Dispatch then triggered
notifications to the residents of
the three districts selected for
the drill, districts four, five, and
nine, which include Sleepy Hol-
low, Dalewood-Orinda Downs

City Council

Orinda Way
Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m. Regular Meeting
Tuesday, Feb. 26, 6 p.m. Special Meeting
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26

Photos Sora O’Doherty

and the upper Miner Road
neighborhoods. The alerts were
sent at 6:55 a.m.

Residents had been given
the opportunity to register for
alerts. According to the de-
briefing provided after the
drill by Community Warning
System manager Heather
Tiernan, 151 people signed up
for the drill, and 130 actually
registered for the system.
During the evacuation drill,
225 emails were sent, along

Citizens' Infrastructure Oversight

Commission

Library Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26

Orinda Way

Wednesday, Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

with 225 text messages and
275 telephone calls. A success
rate of 85 percent was
achieved on the telephone
calls, and every person who
registered for an alert re-
ceived alerts in multiple ways.
Most received the alert within
three minutes and the rest
upon retries within 8 minutes.
Alerts were completed by 7:03
a.m.

After receiving the alerts,
evacuees traveled from their
homes to the intersection of
Miner Road and Lombardy
Lane. From there, law en-
forcement and Community
Emergency Response Team
volunteers directed traffic
along Miner, which was closed
to eastbound traffic and all

lanes converted to westbound
only as far as the intersection
of Camino Pablo. Evacuees
then drove southbound on
Camino Pablo to the Highway
24 on ramps.

According to Dennis Rein,
MOFD emergency prepared-
ness coordinator, 20 County
Sheriff's Office Search and
Rescue volunteers walked the
neighborhoods and simulated
a door-to-door check. The SAR
teams were able to check over
200 homes in about 45 min-
utes and communicate evacu-
ation status back to the com-
mand post via an application
being developed by the county
Department of Information
Technology.

... continued on next Page

Both lanes of Miner Road were used to move vehicles swiftly
out of North Orinda.

Orinda Union High School District Board
Meetings

Monday, Feb. 11, 6 p.m.

Regular Board Meeting

8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda

www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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NOW HIRING

¢ ‘i\“ﬁ Sl SCHOOL CROSSING
R i GUARDS in LAFAYETTE
: — and MORAGA
r Rewarding PART TIME WORK
- NO nights, NO weekends,
NO holidays required!

For more information, please call Alan Stone
ALL CITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES (415) 844-0223

WORK BETWEEN 1.5 - 2 HOURS PER DAY
EARN BETWEEN $42 - $48 PER DAY
No Experience Necessary - Training Provided- RETIREES WELCOME!

Integrity

GLOBAL
LUXLURY

Why Now is a Great Time
to Sell a Home!

Buyers are back - open houses are well attended.
Orinda-Lafayette January sales increased over 2018.
Mortgage rates are stable with buyer-friendly rates.

2020 is uncertain - now is an opportune time to move!

Call me for a free consultation and expert advice on
how to maximize the net return on your sale.

Knowledge
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Results

CalBRE#01335916

coLbwelL
BANKER B

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE]

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing

Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Orinda Police use GoFundMe to buy a

drone

Drone demonstration

By Sora O'Doherty

Somewhat surprised Orinda
city council members were
treated to a first-ever indoor
flight of a drone in the Li-
brary Auditorium as Orinda
Police Chief Mark Nagel and
Contra Costa Sheriff's Officer
Joe Ladner gave a demon-
stration with a drone similar
to the one that is proposed for
the Orinda Police Depart--
ment. Nagel explained that in
his continuing effort to obtain
the best supplies and equip-
ment to police Orinda, his de-
partment started a Go-
FundMe campaign last year
to raise money for the pur-
chase of a drone. Within just
a couple of months, the com-
munity responded favorably
and more than enough
money was raised to pur-
chase a drone with all of the
capabilities that the chief be-
lieves the department needs.

Photo Sora O'Doherty

The drone, which will
cost approximately $4,000,
will be used, for example, at
times when the sheriff's heli-
copter is not available. Unlike
a helicopter, the drone flies so
high up that it cannot be
heard or seen from the
ground. However, the chief
assured the council that it
will not be used for routine
surveillance, which would vi-
olate the existing sheriff's
policy on drone use. As well,
it would not even be possible,
he said, as the drone battery
only lasts about 30 minutes.

Part of the presentation
included footage from
Lafayette's drone, which re-
sponded to an incident at the
Orinda BART station when
two thieves snatched a laptop
and took off into the hills,
where they could not be fol-
lowed in a vehicle. The drone
was able to locate the two
men, who were then success-

fully arrested by OPD offi-
cers.

Drones must be operated
by certified pilots. Ladner is
one of 20 sheriff's officers
currently certified, and it is
expected that more officers
will become certified as well.
In addition, Nagel would like
every officer to be trained as
a "spotter," an officer who
looks out for other aircraft.
The drone is small and can be
kept in a backpack in a police
vehicle, thus readily available
when the need arises. The
drone will be owned by the
city, and will be operated ac-
cording to sheriff policy. The
drone will be a one-time pur-
chase, funded with the
money raised from the pub-
lic. Maintenance costs are
low. For example, replace-
ment blades costs about $10
each. The drone should not
require replacement for at
least three or four years.

The drone will also have
a public address system, so it
could be used to alert the
public in the event of a dan-
gerous situation. It will be
equipped with an HDMI port
and will broadcast on a se-
cured network to police com-
puters and perhaps to other
devices as well.

The council was enthusi-
astic. Council Member Nick
Kosla described the purchase
as "a big bang for your buck,"
and Council Member Amy
Worth was impressed with
the technology that can im-
prove safety in the commu-
nity, including use for search
and rescue as well as crime
fighting. Council Member
Darlene Gee thought it was
the best demonstration since
she's been on the council.

North Orinda fire evacuation drill
runs smoothly

... continued from Page A6

Community volunteers from
both Lamorinda CERT and
the Lamorinda Radio Interest
Group were used in this drill,
as they had been in the ear-
lier drill. The volunteers were
deployed along with profes-
sional first responders to
provide traffic safety and
help collect data along the
evacuation routes.

The first pulse of evacu-
ating cars at 7:09 a.m. was led
out by a fire engine. The
evacuation was fast and
smooth, and those cars
reached the freeway at 7:18
a.m. The difference between
this drill and the earlier drill
along Moraga Way was that
this drill covered more
ground more quickly. All

evacuees were out of the area
well before 8 a.m., when
Miner Road was restored to
its usual two-way flow.
According to Rein, the
Evacuation Decision Support
System being developed by
MOFD was also tested that
morning. This was the first
full-cycle, field test of the tool.
Beginning with a small fire
detection, modeling potential
fire spread, recommending
evacuation areas and finally
maintaining a common oper-
ating picture for fire, law en-
forcement and community
warning was an amazing
success. MOFD looks forward
to future developments and
implementation. The drill
was recorded by a drone as
part of this system and the
first pulse of the evacuation

was also recorded from the
leading fire engine.

Other observers and par-
ticipants that Rein identified
included the Office of Emer-
gency Services, the Moraga
and Lafayette police depart-
ments, MOFD's
Communications-Support
Unit, the Reno Fire Depart-
ment and the Kensington-El
Cerrito CERT. Orinda Police
Chief Mark Nagel said during
the debriefing that there ac-
tually was an incident on the
evacuation route during the
drill: a car stalled and the
evacuation team was able to
quickly figure out how to
continue the drill. The drill,
he said, was really important,
and so much was learned.

Video of the drill captured by the drone and from the fire engine is available to view on the MOFD website
at www.mofd.org/announcements/north-orinda-evacuation-exercise-update.

Orinda Union School District Registration

Information

Transitional Kindergarten and kindergarten registration for children entering an Orinda
public school in August will open be on the following dates:

Wednesday, Feb. 6

Thursday, Feb. 7

Visit www. orindaschools.org to register online
Kindergarten students must be at least 5 years of age on or before Sept. 1, and if a child has
their fifth birthday between Sept. 2 and Dec. 2, they are eligible for Transitional Kindergarten.

For additional information regarding registration instructions, please check the OUSD
website: www.orindaschools.org

Dysport Day
at Kelly Hood MD
February 28

All proceeds will be directly donated to Lafayette Rotary
Club/New Day For Children. As we make you feel
better, you can help smooth out the life of a young girl.

If you would like to
participate in this
fundraiser, please
call Kelly Hood MD
at 925-283-5500.

Dr. Kelly T. Hood
Dermatology

970 Dewing Ave Ste 301
Lafayette
(925) 283 - 5500

New Day For
Children

Winter Savings

PROMOTIONAL MEMBERSHIP RATES
FOR A LIMITED TIME

SLEEPYHOLLOW

SWIM & TENNIS CLUB
Orinda, CA * Est. 1955

www.sleepyhollowclub.com | 1 Sunnyside Lane, Orinda
925.254.1126 | shstc@comcast.net

ORINDA UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT
Volunteers needed for Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee

The Independent Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee (CBOC) will:
Inform the public about expenditures of bond proceeds from
recently passed Measures E & I.

Review expenditures to ensure bond proceeds are spent for
authorized purposes.

Provide an annual report to the Board of Trustees at a public
meeting.

CBOC Member Terms and Meeting Information

Terms of service are two years, and no CBOC member may serve
more than three consecutive terms. CBOC meetings must occur at
least once per year and will not exceed quarterly.

Committee Representation
The CBOC will include seven (7) total members:
Business organization (1)
Taxpayers organization (1)
Senior citizens organization (1)
Parent/guardian of a student enrolled in OUSD (1)
Parent/guardian of a student enrolled in OUSD who is active in
support of the District (1)
e Community at large (2)

More Information

For more information or to request an application, contact Debbie
Jamieson at djamieson@orindaschools.org or by phone at (925) 258-
6201. Deadline to apply is 4:30 p.m. on March 4, 2019.
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70 LESLYN LANE, LAFAYETTE

GATED HILLTOP ESTATE
Exclusive Lafayette hilltop estate offers the ultimate in privacy,
security, and views. Perfect for entertaining, this custom 4626

sq.ft. home sits on a 735 acre lot at the end of a private lane. The
spacious living and dining rooms open to an inviting backyard with
sparkling swimming pool, spa, and shaded terrace. The gourmet
kitchen and adjacent breakfast nook enjoy direct Mt. Diablo views,
while the open beam ceiling and stone fireplace highlight the family
room. A private master bedroom suite has a balcony overlooking
the pool area. A separate wing includes 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, and
a laundry room. There is also an office with full bath that would
be ideal for a guest bedroom or au pair suite. Additional features
include a 4-car garage with upstairs storage space/workshop
area, and ample guest parking. As an
added bonus, owned solar panels have
nearly eliminated seller’s electricity
costs. Secluded location yet close to
downtown Lafayette, freeway, and BART.
Top-rated Lafayette schools.

Offered at $2,750,000

.
F
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Contact Jim at
925.200.2795 for
additional information
or to schedule a
private showing.

925.200.2795

DRE# 01029160

jim@apr.com

jimcolhoun.com

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ... EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE ... JIM COLHOUN
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and tortuous road, mileposts
along the six miles of Pine-
hurst Road in Contra Costa
County have been upgraded
thanks to the efforts of the
Canyon community, the
county and the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District.
According to Canyon res-
ident Jonathan Goodwin,
people would wreck their
cars or bicycles on Pinehurst
and not have any idea where
they were. What do they tell
the 911 operator? And how
would the dispatchers convey
accurate location information

Canyon Road, then for five
miles through Canyon to the
city of Oakland at Skyline
Boulevard.

“Even in this age of tech-
nology, it’s difficult to navi-
gate through Canyon,” said
Mike Giles of the Contra Costa
County Public Works Depart-
ment, who agreed that the
older posts were hard for
motorists to understand as
the signs were used mainly to
mark drainage inlets and
shoulder dropoffs. “We used
the highest and most reflec-
tive film available. The new
signs will stand out in the fog

Canyon community has re-
cently spearheaded to aid
first responders. In 2018, res-
idents put up street signs, and
many homes now include
house numbers. “Meeting
folks at the Canyon post office
was not the best way to re-
spond to emergencies,” Rein
said.

Rein applauded the
Canyon residents for taking
additional steps to protect
themselves from wildfires,
including organizing com-
munity brush-cutting days
and hiring a goat herd to
graze away hazardous fuels.

Violation Custody Order
1700 Block St. Andrews Dr.

Unauthorized Possession
Safeway

We are still awaiting reports from the Lafayette Police

Department.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions
with your community.
Send a letter to the editor:

letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Letters to the editor

Editor: Having endured yet another frustrating program by
someone who didn’t know the difference between public
speaking and ordinary talking, I urge speakers to recognize the
differences between the two forms of communication. Public
speaking requires that you speak slower, louder, and with

enhanced enunciation.

The continuous form of modern talking is unsuitable for
public speaking, but we still hear long sentences that drift away
quietly in a listless search for a period. Speak to me and the
other old guys with poor hearing.

Dale Walwark
Moraga

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not
necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the
writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those
who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please
give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be
accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for
submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail:
Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Housing trends exposed
at Home Expo

... continued from Page A3

Curious about the services of-
fered and thinking about up-
grades to the gutters on his
home, he entered with eyes
wide open. “Yes, I've had
work done on my home,” he
said. “I like that I can come
here and get a connection to a
real person. It’s important to
trust your gut feeling: Is this a
company that will answer the
phone, or will I go through
three voicemails and never
reach a live person?”

As visitors walked along
the exhibitor booths, it was
surprisingly easy for them to
gauge the “human factor.”
Across the board, the selling
energy was high, but in an
unscientific survey, visitors
remained longer and asked
more questions at some ta-
bles than at others. Sure
enough, the “quick hit” loca-
tions had salespeople who
turned off the charm and pa-
tience when speaking to a
journalist. Others, perhaps
recognizing that anyone is a
potential client, spent consid-
erable time explaining their
company’s services and busi-
ness ethics.

“We’re super niche, but
sturdy staircases are vital to a
home,” said Gina Creamer,
owner of All Things Interior.
The Concord-based, family-
owned company founded in
2001 specializes in staircase
construction and remodeling
and offers cabinet refacing
and wood fabricating. “Even
S0, what matters most is
working closely, working
well, with clients. If they’re
not comfortable and in-
formed, I'm not doing my
job,” said Creamer.

A few tables away, Jae
Chyun said he has repre-
sented Napa-based Green
Stock Solar for seven years. A
Lafayette resident, he takes
extra pleasure in spreading to
neighbors among his clients
that a 30 percent tax credit
many assume has expired is
still in force through 2019. “It
was supposed to end, but it
was extended. It goes down to
26 percent in 2020, 22 percent
in 2021. After that, you've
missed the train.”

The company does not
lease, but sells and installs
solar systems. “You own it, so
there’s no increasing pay-
ments, early termination fees,
and it adds value to the prop-
erty,” said Chyun. A cost
analysis showed the differ-
ence between owning and
leasing; other materials out-
lined equipment and installa-
tion costs and the years re-
quired before reduced or free
energy supplies pay for the
original expenditure.

Jules is the cloud-based
homeowner app created by
tech entrepreneur and
Lafayette resident Kent God-
frey who said having a digital
record of everything in a

home has unprecedented
value. (Lamorinda Weekly
writer Sora O’Doherty wrote
a feature about the company
published in the Jan. 9 issue.)
In addition to keeping digital
tabs on appliances and home
energy systems, the app can
be customized to catalogue
unique garden sculptures,
light fixtures, relationships
and histories with contractors
and home service people, in-
surance and tax records and
more. “It gives a framework
that’s a win-win for owners,
potential buyers, everyone. If
your house burns down, the
burden of proof for its con-
tents to the insurance com-
pany rests on you. This gives
you proof,” said Godfrey.
Multi-factor authentication
and top-level encryption pro-
vides robust security. “Of the
350 item types available on
the app, only about five, like
your social security number if
you choose to include it, are
hypersensitive.” Including a
90-day free trial period, cur-
rent annual cost for the app
launched in 2017 begins at
$99 for 15 months ($135 after
the early bird offer expires).

But many people at the
expo came for less tech-
centric reasons. “We’re about
to do a big remodel and want
to see what’s out there,” said
Orinda resident Jennifer Pis-
ter. After dreaming for 20
years about adding a master
bedroom for the home built
in 1950 she shares with her
husband—and until recently,
two children now adults—she
said, “I’ve never gotten to cre-
ate my own space. Now with
the kids gone, we’re knocking
down their two bedrooms.” A
bathroom designed with ar-
eas for separate shower, tub,
sinks and other features she
said is “different than the way
others do it, but the plan
works for us.”

Approximately 500 peo-
ple on average visit the an-
nual expo. Pritchett said
trends this year include
heightened interest in solar
systems that he attributed to
uncertainty about the future
of PG&E; increased knowl-
edge and interest in hi- and
lo-tech solutions like smart
appliances and whole house
fans that cool a home without
air conditioning; and notable
demand for home services
across the spectrum, sup-
ported by an improving econ-
omy and fueled by busy
lifestyles. “Options to make
life easier are hig,” Pritchett
said, as are projects that re-
purpose materials. “If you can
clean deck wood instead of
toss it, or reuse in your home
a door like one I tore down
from the barn on my prop-
erty—or the wagon wheel we
turned into a light fix-
ture—people every year want
to make the most of their
homes.”
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TOP TEN REASONS TO VISIT

AMERICAN KIYTCHEN

Brunch served everyday

f-7 Bottomless-ish mimosas

served Sat & Sun
8 am - 2:30 pm.

from 8 am - 2:30 pm.

Dinner served wed - sat
Children are invited

to use our crayons

nighl‘.s from 5 pm -8 pm
including 13 breakfast

items to choose from.

8

and paper and be part

of our kids art wall.

Kid-friendly menu.
An abundance of

gluten-free options

9

Dog friendly patio with
water bowls and treats - are available for breakfast,

seating for 80 customers lunch and dinner.

and their pets.

Restaurant and patio are

10

Fire pit lit nightly
from 5 pm -8 pm.

available for private parties,
meetings or reunions on
Sun-Tues nights. Our

private room is available

Locally sourced farm
for baby showers Sat or
Sun 2:30pm -5 pm.

fresh ingredients in all

our own recipes.

(925)385.0352 71 LAFAYETTE CIRCLE, LAFAYETTE, CA  american-kitchenl.com

Bay A
(N grelarfrea

Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445

Lafayette Pack and Ship + Print.

Discover your NEW favorite place to ship. With over 35 years
experience in shipping and packing, nationally and internation-

ally the McKinlays pride themselves in giving Great Customer
Service, come and check them out, you will love their store, it’s very unique, comfortable
and friendly.

lan and Sue McKinlay want to thank all their customers in Lamorinda for supporting their
business and being the most interesting, fun customers on the planet.

Best prices in town for Mailbox Rental, they also offer Notary Public, Passport Photo-
graphs, Moving Boxes, Copy and Print Service and have a great selection of Greeting
Cards and Wrap.

Come see what excellent service is all about, whether you are shipping art, antiques, elec-
tricals, furniture or family gifts, these guys will always show you the most economical way
to ship, either USPS, Fedex Ground/Express or DHL International. Check them out on

Call today 925 284 7444

3559 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette 94549 (Located between Postino’s and The Roundup)

Yelp!

Email ship@lafayettepackandship.com Web lafayettepackandship.com
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Luck Women’s Boutique opens in Lafayette

By Jenn Freedman

Lafayette gained a new lux-
ury women’s (and girls)
clothing boutique Jan. 8 when
local mom Lorin Platto
opened Luck. A recent East
Bay transplant from San
Francisco, Lorin was inspired
to bring some of the city’s
boutique culture to Lamor-
inda. “I have loved fashion all
my life and have always
wanted to open a boutique ...
and I am not getting any
younger!”

The store is a high-end
clothing and lifestyle retailer
with a curated collection of
unique brands. “Luck is a
women's version of a candy
store. Lots of bright colors,
beautiful fabrics, and sur-
prises ... and when you walk
in, you get excited about all of

the fun that awaits you in the
store,” explains Platto.

Current brands include
Sundry, Terez, Velvet, Bella
Dahl, IRO, 360 Cashmere and
more. Inventory is constantly
updated, with additional
brands coming in this
spring/summer like Current
Elliott, LNA, Sea, Warm,
Poupette St. Barth and Rachel
Comey.

In addition, Luck has a
limited collection of girls’ ca-
sual wear, primarily in sizes
4-10. The store has several
mother/daughter brands that
share similar fabrics and
styles. It will also carry girls’
Ancient Greek sandals for the
summer and accessories like
unicorn rings and hair bows.

The boutique also focuses
on customer service: Luck of-
fers ultimate shopping flexi-

Murphey Builders

Remodels ¢ Additions * New Construction

-1 T | |
1]

Call for a consultation
925-408-6292

MurpheyBuilders.com

Lic #1019952

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

-
Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm

bility by allowing Lamorinda
customers to pre-shop online,
and Luck will deliver the
clothing to your doorstep to
try on in the comfort of your
own home before you commit
to buy. Luck will even pick up
unpurchased items within

oy

B ¥= ‘_.'-"'_"": o '\.-\f...‘_. |

three days! To take advantage
of this free service, go to
lucklafayette.com and fill out
the request form or call the
store at (925) 385-0732, and
the items will be delivered to
you within 24 hours.
Currently Luck is open

Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2019

Tuesday through Thursday
from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. and
Fridays and Saturdays from
10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Hours
may vary in the future, so be
sure to check at
lucklafayette.com.

Happy shopping!
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ANTIGUADOORS.com
925.283.8933

sales@antiguadoors.com

The Peter Pan Foundation moves into
new Lafayette Location
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Community members gathered Jan. 10 to celebrate the grand opening of the new Peter Pan
Foundation location on Mt. Diablo Boulevard in Lafayette.

Submitted by Gina
Campo

The Peter Pan Foundation — a
12-year-old Lafayette non-
profit organization that in-
spires children of all ages to
reach their full potential by
encouraging confidence,
character, and creativity
through music and theater,
while instilling the value and
benefits of community out-
reach - celebrated its grand
opening and ribbon cutting
with the Lafayette Chamber
of Commerece at its new loca-
tion, 3355 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in
Lafayette on Jan. 10. It was a
longtime dream come true
for founder Leslie Noel.

“Helping young hearts to
fly is so much more than just
our slogan at the Peter Pan
Foundation,” explained Noel.
“It represents our mission to
provide the young — and the
young at heart — an enthusi-
astic environment in which
participants are inspired to
discover and develop their
creative talents, while also
teaching them important
lessons about their responsi-
bility to take care of them-
selves and others.”

The new location will
provide a more nurturing
and inspiring environment
for the organization to ex-
pand their mission to spread
love and light to those who

need them most.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come the Peter Pan Founda-
tion to our Lafayette Cham-
ber,” said Barbara Gilmore,
the Lafayette Chamber mem-
ber services director. “The
ribbon cutting that was held
at their new location was
filled with excitement and
energy beyond belief. What a
pleasure to get to know how
impactful this foundation is
for our community and other
communities,” she continued.
“The kids not only learn to
give back but to believe in
themselves and to build their
confidence. We love Leslie
Noel and the kids!”

Town discusses use of upcoming
injection of Palos Colorados funds

... continued from Page A5

Trotter concluded, “It’s a
chance for this council to
leave a lasting and visible
legacy that will benefit Mor-
aga’s children, families and
everybody here for genera-
tions to come.”

Mayor Roger Wykle cited
many of the immediate needs
of the town by naming storm
drain maintenance costs, as-
set replacement, unfunded
pension liability, and as Mor-
aga grows, more legal fund
issues. However, he said, “We

also need to do some nice
things for Moraga.”

Vice Mayor Kymberleigh
Korpus and council members
Mike McCluer and Steve
Woehleke all agreed that in-
frastructure needs come first
and that it is crucial for the
town to build up its General
Fund reserves in the event of
another unforeseen calamity.

Council Member Renata
Sos summarized, “Given that
the timing and the potential
inflow of additional funds is
uncertain, I would love to be
optimistic, but I believe we

need to be conservative, and I
think the conservative view
would be to take this a step at
a time.” She concluded, “ In
my view, it would be prema-
ture for us at this juncture,
before we know about the
timing and certainty of any
additional funds, to make any
hard and fast rules or set any
hard and fast policies about
how we’re going to use the
money.”

With that, Wykle advised
Battenberg to “stay the
course.”
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Moraga schools excel in
the Greatest Kindness

Challenge

Photo Bess Inzeo

MPD's Cpl. Angela Likos at Donald L. Rheem

By Vera Kochan

The 19th century novelist
Henry James was quoted as
saying, “Three things in hu-
man life are important: the
first is to be kind; the second
is to be kind; and the third is
to be kind.”

The Moraga School Dis-
trict’s grades TK-5 partici-
pated in the nationwide Great
Kindness Challenge week Jan.
28 through Feb. 1. In 2018,
over 10 million students in
nearly 20,000 schools com-
mitted over 500 million acts
of kindness in 103 countries.

The challenge was pre-
sented by Kids of Peace, a
global 501(c)(3) nonprofit or-
ganization co-founded in
2006 by a high school honor
student and an elementary
school teacher. It started with
a group of neighborhood kids
wanting to make the world a
better place. In 2011, the pro-
gram was introduced to three
Carlsbad, California elemen-
tary schools and from there
the kindness movement took
off.

The Kids of Peace website
stated, “At the heart of The
Great Kindness Challenge is
the simple belief that kind-
ness is strength. We also be-
lieve that as an action is re-
peated, a habit is formed. As
kindness becomes a habit,
peace becomes possible,”
adding, “The Great Kindness
Challenge is a grassroots
movement that is making our
schools, communities and
world a kinder and more
compassionate place for all.
Working together we joyfully
prove that kindness matters.”

Throughout the week,
various discussions, activities
and challenges were pre-
sented to the students, such as
encouraging kids to play with
someone new at recess;
greeting each other with high
fives and hugs; reading daily
quotes (“Sprinkle kindness
like confetti!”) or watching a
powerful video at www.kind-
nesshoomerang.com called
“One Day.”

Local “celebrities” made
daily appearances to the par-
ticipating schools in the Mor-
aga School District. Camino
Pablo Elementary, Los Perales

Pl 2

Elementary and Donald L.
Rheem Elementary schools
were treated to short presen-
tations on the importance of
kindness by Moraga School
District Superintendent Bruce
Burns; Administrative Assis-
tant to the Superintendent
Jennifer Baier; Director of
Pupil Services Susan Bishop;
Moraga Mayor Roger Wykle;
Moraga Council Member Re-
nata Sos; Moraga Police De-
partment Cpl. Angela Likos,
officers Randy Pacheco, Craig
Walker and Jeff Yanga; the
Saint Mary’s College women’s
volleyball team and the Cal
men’s baseball team.

During one appearance,
MOFD Capt. Jon Bensley, en-
gineer Chris Mathews, fire-
fighter Andrew Leach, fire-
fighter Travis Dulli and pro-
bationary firefighter Thomas
Schwedhelm greeted arriving
students at Camino Pablo
with high fives and stickers
proclaiming each recipient a
junior firefighter. “We always
try to do something with the
community to raise aware-
ness,” Bensley said. “It’s nice
to educate the children, and
we love public service.”

As the firefighters min-
gled with the students during
recess on a gloomy and over-
cast morning, the kids’ beam-
ing smiles brightened the day.
Groups of admirers attached
themselves to each firefighter
and simultaneously asked
questions sounding much like
little chirping birds. When
questioned, “Does anyone
want to be a firefighter?” The
response was a resounding
and unanimous, “Yes!”

Event organizer, Bess
Inzeo, Moraga School Dis-
trict’s school counselor was
very pleased with the results.
“This is the first time all of the
schools have participated at
the same time.” She added,
“It’s been a great week! I've
gotten emails from parents
about their children continu-
ing the acts of kindness at
home.”

The Great Kindness Chal-
lenge also has a Family Edi-
tion. Visit the website at
www.GreatKindnessChal-
lenge.org for more
information.

Photo Vera Kochan

Visiting members of MOFD, from left: probationary
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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR GRADES K-12
Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

] Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needeq!
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1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MNHNASIUMQ

The Math Learning Center

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

experience

ANA ZIMMANK

SRES
GLOBAL LUXURY SPECIALIST

M. 925.640.6008

ana.zimmank@camoves.com
CalBRE #00469962

the difference

When it comes to your most important real
estate investments, trust the professional
who is exceeding expectations every day.
Whether you are looking for the perfect
home to suit your lifestyle or want to sell

¢ your home for the best return, you can
count on me to carefully guide

you through the process. w{;
Experience the difference.

L R

Open Sat & Sun, 1-4pm

Beautifully updated 3/2 home on nearly 1/4
% acres. Large, open living spaces with walls of

M glass, creating a light and bright environment.
Quartz counters and stainless appliances in

the gorgeous kitchen, as well as new electrical,
ducts & insulation. The private yard has been
professionally landscaped with drought-resistant
plants. Located between Pleasant Hill BART and
Costco, it has something for everyone!

Offered at
$695,000

Tania DeGroot
510.367.1422

RELIANCE
PARTNERS

Better
o HOmes

REAL ESTATE

www.bhghome.com

tania.degroot@gmail.com

CalBRE # 01094898
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Tom staCk Broker Associate
925.878.9964
Tom.Stack@camoves.com www.TomStack.com

COLDWELL

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An

Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real

estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

CalRE #01501769
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Store Il Yourself & Save

27 OFF

SELECT UNITS FOR 3 MONTHS

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST LIMITED AVAILABILITY

' Gift For Your Valentine
While supplies last

firefighter Thomas Schwedhelm, firefighter Travis Dulli,
engineer Chris Mathews, Capt. Jon Bensley and firefighter
Andrew Leach at Camino Pablo Elementary School.

CORWmD PR | oo
Give us & review, we're happy = ! | CENTER
fo hear from you, appreciated! 455 Morags Rd. Ste. F ™~ -
Check our websife & on Facebook {(925) 643-2026 N 11\
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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

- www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specmllzmg in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
COMSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available

wl Moraga California :'

HE.‘rlh"i « REFIMISHING® INSTAL

925-376-1118"

Lic 8734643

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

REALTY

Alexander Gailas crs

Real Estate Broker/President DRE #01304445
925-254-7600 ALEX@AGRealty.com

Elevate your expectations
with AG Realty

Lamorinda’s Real Estate
Brokerage since 2000

www.AGRealty.com

Building
: Foundations
AP . Lifting

e Leveling
e Stabilizing

UNDERPINNING

RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERQL CENTRACTER
LIE. BETI2E

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 Hn“eﬂ
www.honestrodentproofing.com ﬂﬂﬂﬂm Plﬂﬂﬂﬂg

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento EEPFERIENCE V40U CAR TRUST

Community comments on potential
changes to downtown Orinda

.. continued from Page Al

After the introduction, the
crowd was ushered into the
Community Center Founders
Hall, where very large ex-
hibits were available for the
public to view. At the stations,
colored sticky dots were
available as well as sticky
notes. Members of the public
were invited to stick the dots
to areas on the maps or aerial
photographs to indicate areas
where they would like to see
improvement. They could also
write comments and sugges-
tions on the sticky notes and
place them on the exhibits as
well. At the final station, the
culmination station, partici-
pants were invited to affix
black dots to the projects that
they would like the city of
Orinda to study further.

As the participants moved
around the hall, the consul-
tants, staff and members of
the city council were available
to answer questions or gener-
ally chat about ideas for im-
proving downtown Orinda.
Light refreshments were pro-
vided. This part of the
evening was allotted 90 min-
utes, after which the city
council meeting resumed in
the Library Auditorium. Ow-
ing to a somewhat late start,
few participants returned to
the meeting, but Nick Wara-
noff told the council that in
his opinion there was too
much emphasis on bicycle
riders in the plans, whom he
estimated to number about 50,
versus the 10,000 licensed
drivers who use downtown
Orinda. He suggested that an
inexpensive option would be
to allow bicycle access to the

pedestrian bridge from the
BART Station. This would be
cost effective, he said, and
might qualify for a Trans-
portation Development Act
Article 3 grant to rehabilitate
the overpass.

Buckley informed the
council of the next step in the
process, which will take place
on March 5. At that council
meeting, staff and consultants
will return with refined list of
projects for the council’s con-
sideration. Between the
workshop and the March
meeting, staff will make avail-
able a live online survey for
Orindans to continue to com-
ment on the potential down-
town improvements. The sur-
vey will remain available for
two weeks.

Council Member Amy
Worth thanked everyone,
calling the response “so en-
couraging.” She particularly
thanked staff for their
tremendous effort. Council
Member Nick Kosla was im-
pressed with the event, noting
that he had gone to many such
events in his career and this
one was really well done. He
decided to offer his prelimi-
nary response to the potential
projects that night, rather
than introducing them for the
first time at the selection
meeting in March. One of his
overriding concerns is with
the power lines that span
downtown Orinda. He noted
that Wilder had managed to
have their power lines relo-
cated, at an approximate cost
of $50,000, he believed.

San Pablo Creek is a huge
asset, and Kosla suggested that
studies be undertaken to de-
termine how to enhance the

More information and a link to the survey available at
http://www.cityoforinda.org/connectorinda.

creek, for example, how to
have the creek run all year
long. He indicated that topog-
raphy and hydrology studies
will be needed, and that they
will be expensive. There are
now, he said, very good see-
through sound barriers that
could protect the creek area
from the noise of traffic on
Camino Pablo, while not im-
peding the views.

Moving on to the BART
area, he said that the experi-
ence of walking from the Vil-
lage to the Theatre District is
unpleasant, dirty, and feels
unsafe. He said that the The-
atre district is “architecture
forward,” meaning that the
buildings are beside the side-
walks, not separated by large
parking lots in front, and
added that he would like to
see the same on the Village
side. Kosla cited the successful
downtown improvement pro-
ject undertaken by Truckee.
He also suggested that Orinda
might adopt a theme, as
Auburn has successfully
deemed itself “The Endurance
Capital of the World,” and has
attracted many outdoor activ-
ities.

Council Member Dennis
Fay suggested that the city
seek to obtain a grant to look
at traffic circulation. This will
probably require more money
than the streetscape, he
suggested.

The ConnectOrinda
WebMap survey is now avail-
able. Comments will be re-
ceived until 5 p.m. on Friday,
Feb. 15. The WebMap survey
can be accessed using the link
below:

Bay Area
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Chamber honors Moraga Business of the
Year and Nonprofit of the Year

.. continued from Page A4

Besides helping clients find
their perfect home, she has
bought and sold her own
houses here several times,
saying, “Lamorinda is where
our heart is.”

Sue Olsen's son, Ben, was
born in Lafayette, raised in
Orinda and now lives with
his family in Moraga, but he
didn’t follow in his mother’s
footsteps right away. An early
career in computer technol-
ogy allowed his skills to help
Sue’s growing real estate firm
become competitive. His tech
job forced him to travel a lot,
and he “noticed a lack of
warmth toward clients in the
tech industry.” Appreciating
the personal touch his
mother provided to her
clients, Ben began to work for
Sue as an administrative as-
sistant. He eventually earned
his Realtor license, and under
Sue’s mentoring went on to
sales. “By then I had a family
and had a connection with
others in the community who
were looking for a family
home,” he said. “I had a com-
mon ground as to their
needs.”

When asked about the
award Sue replied, “I was
flabbergasted! It’s the first
time they did a Business of
the Year, so it’s a great
honor!”

Ben added, “It’s nice to
have the whole team hon-

ored. It will have a special
place in our hearts, because
we all live in Moraga.” The
Olsen Team has eight em-
ployees. Their website is
www.theolsenteam.com.

The Nonprofit of the Year
recipient is Moraga Citizens
Network (MCN), founded in
2005 by a group of 25 towns-
people who felt it was impor-
tant to keep its citizens in-
formed and abreast of town
council decisions and other
pertinent town information.

Ellen Beans, MCN’s exec-
utive director, states, “Though
Moraga Citizens Network is
not a ‘business’ in the usual
sense of the word, we do have
a business that focuses on
communication to instill the
desire in Moraga residents to
participate in issues and
events that are relevant to
Moraga.” The MCN Link,
manned by Beans, has pro-
vided e-bulletin news to the
town since 2008, when she
took over the newsletter du-
ties from Edy Schwartz. MCN
can now claim 1,781 sub-
scribers to their email list.

Though the numbers
have dwindled from the orig-
inal 25, the small army that
constitutes the current MCN
board is just as mighty. Diana
Obrand, current president,
helps Beans run board meet-
ings, create the agenda and
organize events such as last
council member election’s
Candidates Night, a booth at

the Pear and Wine Festival
and the upcoming Staff Ap-
preciation Luncheon on Feb.
20 at the Hacienda de las Flo-
res to honor the town staff.

Other board members
include Tory Courtney, past
president and event volun-
teer; Larry Beans, treasurer;
Leslie Engler, webmaster; Ben
Olsen; George Barron and
Sharon Flower, secretary.

Beans said the Nonprofit
of the Year award, “came as a
complete surprise! I was
thrilled! It’s a great honor to
be recognized this way.” The
board is hoping that this
honor will give them more
recognition within the com-
munity and gain new sub-
scribers. Beans added, “Our
donors allow us to pay for the
constant contact and services
that we sponsor.” To sub-
scribe and/or donate visit the
MCN website at www.moraga
citizensnetwork.org.

To purchase tickets for
the awards celebration, held
at the Moraga Country Club
on Tuesday, Feb. 19 (con-
firmed attendees are Super-
visor Candace Andersen, As-
semblywoman Rebecca
Bauer-Kahn and Moraga
Mayor Roger Wykle) with a
reception starting at 6 p.m.,
dinner and presentation cer-
emony to follow, visit
www.moragachamber.org or
call Kathe Nelson @ (925)
323-6524. Seating is limited.
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The question of cows

Cows on Lamorinda hills

By John T. Miller

A recent spat of postings on a
Saranap social media site ad-
dressing the issue of cows in
the open space has brought
attention to the risk of injury
versus the benefits of grazing
cattle. It's safe to say the com-
munity is divided on the
matter.

Many residents claim that
local open space, including
Briones Regional Park, is for
public enjoyment. They argue
that it is unacceptable for
grazing cattle — with the in-
herit risk of injury - to inter-
fere with a hiker's enjoyment.
Just as many residents, it
seems, cite the benefits of hav-
ing cows graze in the open
spaces.

A 2015 Agricultural and
Natural Resources Publication
from the University of Califor-
nia identified many benefits of
cattle grazing on public lands,
including their choice to con-
sume non-native plants, en-
couraging the growth of native
plants. Livestock also benefit
grasslands by trampling plants
and making trails. Trampling
can limit the invasion of
shrubs, thus reducing poten-
tial fuel for wildfires.

Non-native grassland
plants produce high levels of
very flammable fuels, and the
shrubs that invade ungrazed
lands burn hotter and longer
than grass in grazed grass-
lands. According to the report,
the removal of grazing has
caused “a general increase in
fire hazard within the open
spaces of the San Francisco
Bay Area.”

Grazing livestock helps in-
crease opportunities for native
wildflowers; maintains habitat
for grassland birds such as the
grasshopper sparrow and sa-
vannah sparrow; and supports
an increase in the populations
of four Bay Area federally en-
dangered or threatened but-
terfly species. Grazing also
helps preserve small mam-
mals, such as the endangered
San Joaquin kit fox, and native
amphibians like the red-legged
frog and the California tiger
salamander.

Not all environmental ef-
fects are beneficial, however.
Studies showing that grazing
can compact the soil and cause
erosion of the hillsides. Other
studies show that soil com-
paction from grazing sup-
presses oak tree regeneration.

Several residents on the
social media site tell of being
injured or intimidated by cat-
tle which can sometimes turn
aggressive, or of having to find
other places to hike due to the
proximity of the cows.

According to Denise De-
Freese, the Wildland Vegeta-
tion Program Manager with
the East Bay Regional Park
District, most complaints are
lodged after wet weather.
"Cows, horses, people and
bikes tear up the muddy
trails," she says, "but cows
seem to get the most blame."

Some common sense
safety measures can help

a

Photo Andy Scheck

avoid confrontation with ag-
gressive cows, such as not in-
terfering between a mother
and her calf, keeping dogs on a
short leash, avoiding waving
bright fabric, and steering
clear of the cows. One writer
says that taking a selfie with a
cow is a particularly bad idea.

At a New York Center for
Agricultural Medicine and
Health webinar provided by
AgriSafe, Libby Eiholzer, a
dairy specialist with Cornell
Cooperative Extension, pro-
vided tips for interacting
safely with the animals. Eil-
hozer points out that cows
have a sharp sense of hearing,
so that noises that aren't that
loud to us could be startling to
them. They also have poor
depth perception, making
them nervous in the dark and
skittish of foreign objects.
When cows are approached
from behind, they have a
"blind spot" and can get ner-
vous and kick out at the
intruder.

"While some animals fight
when they are scared, cows
are definitely flight animals,
which can lead to a dangerous
situation if a scared cow is
running your direction or slips
and falls," says Eilhozer.

A persistent problem
mentioned by many is dogs off
leash bothering the cattle.
They should be warned that
California legislative action al-
lows a person to kill a dog if
they see it "persistently pursu-
ing or worrying" livestock (or
wounding or killing livestock),
or if they have proof the dog
has recently done so on land
or premises which are not
owned or possessed by the
dog’s owner.

In the most recent Wild-
land Management Procedures
and Guidelines, the EBRPD
states, "A well regulated graz-
ing program is a proper means
to maintain a parkland vege-
tation mosaic that includes
substantial areas of grass-
land," and that cattle grazing is
a management tool.

One Springhill resident
argues, "The park has a man-
date to provide recreation for
people. We are the taxpayers
that make the park possible.
There is no mandate for cows."

The EBRPD information
sheet on grazing points out,
however, that "grazing ani-
mals were a part of the
ecosystem of this region for
many tens of thousands of
years, with herbivores such as
mammoths, ground sloths,
horses, and camels and [other]
historic grazers." With woolly
mammoths in short supply,
cows seem to be a lucrative
alternate.

DeFreese, who manages
grazing leases for the EBRPD,
reports that 43 ranchers are
on board, with anywhere from
about 15 head of cattle in Port
Costa, up to nearly 200 in
Sunol. The cost fluctuates, but
ranchers currently pay $20.85
per animal unit month on a 5-
year lease (with an option on
another 5 years). An animal
unit includes a mother and a

calf. The money goes into the
district general fund.

In one area above
Acalanes, neighbor complaints
forced the removal of cattle,
but the ungrazed grasses led to
extreme fire danger, forcing
the use of goats — which are
generally paid to graze — to re-
move the hazard.

Judging by the amount of
back-and-forth on social me-
dia, it appears that this is an
issue where "you can't please
all of the people all of the
time."
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‘What Will People Say’ - a film that resonates close to home

By Sophie Braccini

The second movie by Norwe-
gian director of Iraqi origin,
Iram Haq, “What Will People
Say” (“Hva vil folk si”) is a sus-
penseful drama, sometimes
difficult to digest, that shows
how social pressure and tra-
ditional thinking of the Pak-
istani community living in
Norway can push people to
terrible extremes, such as kid-
napping or forced marriage.
It is also Haq’s autobiography,
told through Nisha, the hero-
ine of the film who tells her
own story and how she lived
the same ordeal when she was
14 years old.

Nisha (Maria Mozhdah)
lives a split life with her tradi-
tional family on one side — ex-
emplified by the all-powerful
figure of her father — and her
Norwegian friends on the
other side. There is no under-
standing between both lives,
no possible compromise. Haq
shows the prejudices of this
ordinary Pakistani family that
does not accept the “white’s”
way of life; these degenerate

people who they believe will
end up alone and dishonored.
Nisha lives by the laws of a
country she had never seen,
while being well integrated
into the Norwegian society yet
acutely aware of its conflicts
with her family values. More
than the mandatory virginity
for girls before marriage, what
is of primal importance in this
microcosm is one’s reputation.
So when Nisha sneaks a
boyfriend into her room, the
catastrophe unfolds.

Haq shows with precision
the slow downward spiral of a
young girl who has done
nothing wrong. As Nisha is
thrown into situations she
cannot evade, Haq draws a
portrait of Afghanistan where
the rights of women are defi-
nitely not the first priority.
She nonetheless shows that
love and beauty can be found
even in the worst situations.

In an interview given
during the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival where the
movie was presented, Haq ex-
plained that her main point is
that it is important for people
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to be allowed to live free of
social pressures. She said that
she would like families to see
the film together so that both
teens and parents can have a
better understanding of what
each are going through.

This is certainly the most
thought provoking aspect of
the movie: to understand that
all the bad treatment inflicted
on Nisha by her family, and
her own father, are perpe-
trated for her own good.
Everyone is certain that what
they are doing is done to give
Nisha the best future possible.
The love-hate relationship be-
tween the father and daughter
is filmed beautifully by Haq
through Nisha’s eyes. How can
she love a father who does to
her what the story tells? The
power of the film resides in
the moral ambiguity of the re-
lationship between a father
and daughter who love each
other, but whose conception of
the world differs radically.

Haq, now 42 years old,
said that it took her years be-
fore she was able to write the
film, before the angry
teenager had given way to a
wiser person who also under-
stood the pressure on her par-
ents. She added that she was
able to talk about the movie
with her own father before he
died, and that he apologized
and encouraged her to com-
plete her project.

“Nothing needs to stand
still,” Haq observed. “Things

T IR . M I e
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can change.”

“What Will People Say”
will open at the Orinda The-
atre on Feb. 8 for one week,
followed by a week at the
Rheem Theatre as part of the

Info: http://internationalshowcase.org/

Image provided

International Film Showcase,
which brings to Lamorinda
notable international films
recognized in festivals around
the world and not yet released
in the Bay Area.

Catherine Jolivet’s legacy in the

service of French culture

By Sophie Braccini

She was known simply as
“Madame” to her students and
their parents. Catherine Jo-
livet, a quintessential French
woman who created and ran
the French immersion school
“French For Fun”, recently
died of cancer. Her family and
friends organized a celebra-
tion of her life and legacy on
Jan. 27 in Lafayette that high-
lighted the uncommon impact
the woman had on her
community.

Over 100 people of all
ages came to the Lafayette
Community Center where the
gathering was held. “She was
a life force and an amazing
teacher,” “she changed my
life,” “she taught us so much
more than language,” “she
knew how to bend the rules
when her students needed it,”
“she believed in children and
their abilities.” Those were a
few of the comments made by
parents and former students
during the moving ceremony
organized by Jolivet’s son
Robert Johnson for those who
had loved Madame.

The crowd chatted mostly
in English, but French words

Photo provided

and expression peppered
conversations recalling some
35 years of memories.

Jolivet had come to the
United States in the 1980s
with only her passion for
teaching and a child in tow.
The beginnings were hard,
and her second child told the
surprised crowd that the fu-
ture successful business
woman started her life in the
United States on food stamps.

The school was estab-
lished in the 1990s and gener-
ations of children were edu-
cated by her, starting at just a
few months of age. Even be-
fore total language immersion
for small children became a
proven benefit for childhood
development, she started pro-
grams for very little ones
where all they heard was
French, in the form of stories,
games, songs, acting, etc. As
some of her former students
recalled, she was about hands-
on and multidimensional
learning.

One former student ex-
plained that she believes that
becoming bilingual as a
preschooler was the reason
why she is now a successful
college student who speaks
four different languages.

Testimony after testi-
mony, a picture emerged of a
fair, passionate and very di-
rect woman, who called a
spade a spade and that par-
ents and their children could
trust. One young woman ex-
plained how Jolivet literally
saved her life in the metro in
Paris when an evil person
pushed her out of the metro
car onto the platform as doors
closed for departure.
“Madame forcefully pried the
doors opened and retrieved
me,” remembered the grateful
young woman.

Many talked about how
Jolivet opened the hearts of
the children to another coun-
try, another way of life and
expanded their world vision
from a very young age. Many
traveled to France, with or
without her and shared
stories.

Parents and former stu-
dents, sometimes together,
followed one another to the
microphone to express a mix
of gratitude and sorrow.

But Jolivet was also a
woman with tremendous will
that confronted many diffi-
culties in her life, from
changing legislation that
threatened her school, con-
struction issues that forced
her to move several times her
Lafayette business, a difficult
divorce, and finally a terrible
battle with cancer that she
fought until the end. One
mother who visited her in Los
Angeles where she moved for
her last months to be close to
her sons, recalled how she
humanely talked about death
with her and her daughter,
giving a final lesson about the
cycle of life.

In Lafayette Jolivet had
been a strong supporter of the
Chamber of Commerce, and
Executive Director Jay Lifson
says that “Madame Catherine”
had a special spot in his heart,
adding that her energy was
boundless and her ability to
connect people was remark-
able. He says that he had the
pleasure of working with her
on re-establishing the Langeac
Society, Lafayette’s sister city
program with the village in
France where the Marquis de
la Fayette grew up. Jolivet
spent her summer vacation in
the French area of Auvergne
where the city is set in 2015
and started to renew the ties
between the two entities.
Lafayette now needs to find a
new “Madame” to pick up
where she left off; it will not
be easy.
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Hands-on access to STEM activities at LLLC Hackathon

By Lou Fancher

Free form, digital learning—the
kind with no homework!—is on
tap Feb. 23 at the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center
Community Hall. “Hack the Fu-
ture 23” is a free, all-day ex-
travaganza for youth ages 10-
19 that offers demonstrations
and hands-on access to STEM

Photo provided

activities led by tech industry
professionals.

Presented by learn-
ingtech.org and led by volun-
teers of Tri Valley-based Hack
the Future, support from the
Friends of Lafayette Library,
LLLC Foundation and Contra
Costa County library system
provides lunch, T-shirts and
multiple activity stations. Pro-

gramming in JavaScript, Unity,
Scratch, Python, C++, Chatbot;
as well as exploration of virtual
reality, soldering, micro:bit,
raspberry pi and 3D Printing
offer opportunity to sample the
latest software and hardware
technology.

“Digital literacy has be-
come important to libraries as
we have seen the dependence
on computer and electronics
increase in the workplace,
schools and in the home,” says
Teen Services Library Assistant
Orlando Guzman. Understand-
ing and facility with emerging
technologies, Guzman empha-
sizes, has become not only a
passion for many people, but
an expected skill in the 21st
century.

Library programs that al-
low students to tinker in non-
academic settings without the
pressure of grades invite them
to take new risks or develop
deeper understanding of prior
interests. Enthusiasm for the

after-school or holiday work-
shops has grown enough to
cause a remodeling of the li-
brary’s computer technology
lab into a more open, collabo-
rative classroom and maker
space.

“The library has become a
free place to explore all (digital
literacy) with books, DVDs, on-
line resources, guest speakers,
and workshops to learn new
skills and acquire a basic un-
derstanding,” says Guzman.
Especially for youth, he says
concepts involved with robot-
ics, coding, 3D printing and
other tech activities simultane-
ously encourage team problem
solving and individual creativ-
ity. Free or low-cost programs
open the adventure to youth
regardless of economic situa-
tion. Mostly if not entirely un-
tethered from fees and the
“need to achieve,” youth thrive
especially in the game-like at-
mosphere of events like “Hack
the Future.”

For information and to register for the program, visit https://ccclib.evanced.info/signup/eventdetails?eventid=176765&lib=11

Expecting about 70-100
youth to attend, Guzman sug-
gests Hack the Future’s attrac-
tion is attributable in part to
the lively spirit, but also due to
the organization’s high-profile
founders. “One of the founders
of Hack the Future is Allan Al-
corn, a founder of Atari and the
creator of Pong, one of the first,
if not the first commercially
successful coin-op video game.
As another fun aside, Al Alcorn
also has the distinction of being
one of Steve Jobs’ first bosses.”

Youth attending the
hackathon are encouraged to
bring their own laptops. Guz-
man estimates the library will
have 20 available to lend for
the day. For more information
about recommended software
downloads to install prior to
attending the event, visit
https://hackthefuture.org/soft-
ware/. To access a required
medical information sheet, go
to https://hackthefuture.org/
documents/medical.pdf.
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Johnny Johnson conducting the Campolindo Symphonic Band

Submitted by Kathi
Torres

Before dawn on a recent Sat-
urday morning, the Cam-
polindo Symphonic Band and
their music director Johnny
Johnson boarded buses
headed for San Jose State Uni-
versity. Their destination was
a workshop for the Bay Sec-
tion of California Music Edu-
cators who had gathered to
hone their craft and gain new
skills.

As the Campo students
took their places with instru-
ments in hand, music teachers
from throughout the Bay Area
sat behind them on stage to
watch and learn. Dr. Eric
Hammer introduced “The Art
of Teaching from the Podium,”
designed to impart effective
ways of developing musician-
ship within the structure of
large student ensembles.
Campolindo Symphonic Band
was happy to serve as the test
subjects when two young mu-

Cantor’s Concert
‘Coming Together: Songs
of Unity and Community’
at Temple Isaiah

Cantor Leigh Korn

Submitted by Jen
Boxerman

Temple Isaiah’s Cantor Leigh
Korn presents “Coming To-
gether: Songs of Unity and
Community,” featuring a stel-
lar cast of cantors from across
the country at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 21 in the Temple Isa-
iah Sanctuary in Lafayette.

Joining Cantor Korn will be:
Cantor Sara Hass of Temple
Israel, Long Beach, California;
Cantor Juval Porat of Beth
Chaim Chadashim, Los Ange-
les, California; Cantor Jen Ro-
her, Temple Shomer Emunim,
Sylvania, Ohio; Cantor Rollin
Simmons, Congregation
Emanu El, Houston, Texas;
Cantor Dan Singer, Stephen
Wise Free Synagogue, New
York, New York; Cantor Dan
Sklar, Temple Israel, West-
port, Connecticut; and Cantor
Shirah Sklar, Temple Shalom,
Norwalk, Connecticut; with
Daniel Lockert on piano.

“At this year’s Cantor’s
Concert, we will be celebrat-
ing the strength of music to
bring us together,” Korn said.
“The concert will feature
some of the most exciting vo-
cal and musical talents in the
Reform cantorate to celebrate
both music about coming to-
gether and music that brings
us together. Whether at con-
certs, social events, or ser-
vices, music can help us con-
nect, cooperate, and care for

Photo provided €ach other. When we are in

sync musically with our
neighbors in the pews, we are
strengthened in mind and
spirit.”

The concert is sponsored
by the Cantor’s Music Fund,
with a dessert reception spon-
sored by Women of Isaiah.
(Special thanks to co-chairs
Karen Goldberg and Lynn Ep-
stein.) Tickets are $36. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m.

sic instructors took the
podium to learn how (and
how not) to teach music.

During two mini-
rehearsal sessions, teachers
were coached on effective uti-
lization of skills and behav-
iors. Then Johnny Johnson
showed them all how it’s done,
concluding the morning by
conducting a movement from
Ticheli’s “Four Shaker Songs.”

As anyone who has wit-
nessed a fledgling musician
learn to play an instrument
can attest, it takes a special
kind of person to teach music.
It requires much more than
conveying the right note at the
right time. Teachers must en-
courage, inspire, and promote
cooperation and synergy
among a diverse group of kids,
with the goal of preparing
their students for a lifetime of
music.

Lamorindans are notably
supportive of the arts and our
children are often the lucky
benefactors of that commit-
ment, as Campo’s perfor-
mance for the Music Educa-
tors’ workshop proved. The

public is invited to hear their
outstanding musicianship for
themselves at two upcoming
concerts: Strings Orchestra on
Wednesday, Feb. 13, and the

usicians help teach the teachers for a day

Symphonic Band on Thursday,
Feb. 21, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Campolindo Performing Arts
Center.

e Afternoon Practices

Miramonte Swim Club

Lamorinda Youth Recreational Swim Team

» Fall & Spring Swim Clinics for all levels

e Summer Public Youth Swim Team for ages 4-18
e Summer Learn to Swim Program (Junior Gators)
* No Membership Required

* Practices and competes at Miramonte High School
 Experienced and dedicated Coaching Staff

Registration for
Spring and Summer

can be found on

www.mscgators.org

How can we serve you?
Let us count the ways.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:

* Pediatric Vision Care * Eye Examinations
* LASIK Surgery ° Geriatric Vision Care ° Contact Lenses
* Eyewear Center ° Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

U

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week ® www.caleyecare.com

510.642.2020
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Boys Team Charity supports
homeless families through
Grateful Gatherings
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Submitted by Anouschka Wardy

The Lamorinda chapter of Boys Team
Charity — a volunteer service organiza-
tion dedicated to developing civic ser-
vice in young men through active par-
ticipation in their communities — an-
nually participates in Adopt-a-Family.
This year, BTC Lamorinda partnered

Photos Linda Choi

with Grateful Gatherings to bring joy
and hope to six families in need. When
a family transitions from homelessness
or crisis into a new home in the Bay
Area, Grateful Gatherings helps them
furnish it. To help these families make
Christmas special, BTC’s TeamMates
went shopping, wrapped and delivered
gifts, trees and stockings.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Girl Scouts earn cooking badge

and serve homeless

Photo Mary Markey

From left: Nicole Buchman, Keona Cozzatti, Piper Ward, Mary Markey, 1zzy
Thies, Christina Rago, Fiona Markey, Ellie Doane, Abby Christensen, and

Cami Baxter.

Submitted by Mary Markey

A sixth-grade Girl Scout Troop from
Moraga worked toward earning their
“New Cuisines” badge and served their
dishes to homeless seniors Jan. 5 at the
St. Mary’s Center in Oakland.

St. Mary’s Center provides the only
winter shelter exclusively for seniors
in the Bay Area. Seniors, feeling
acutely vulnerable, often avoid shelters
that are full of younger people, and opt
to sleep out on the street. The shelter is
open from the beginning of December
through the end of April. The shelter
guests receive a home-cooked dinner
courtesy of volunteers like the Moraga
Girl Scouts.

For this Moraga Troop, it was a

perfect opportunity to combine work-
ing toward a new skills badge and giv-
ing back to the community. The com-
mercial kitchen at the center is well
suited for accommodating 12 aspiring
chefs. The girls have started working
on a cadette badge called “New
Cuisines,” which includes learning to
prepare dishes from other countries
and other regions of the United States.
For this particular cooking class, they
made a menu straight out of the south
with Louisiana favorites. Homemade
gumbo, rice, broccoli and cauliflower
casserole, and potato salad, made from
scratch, were prepared and enjoyed by
all. Three brownie (third grade) scouts
competed the meal with a banana
bread pudding for dessert.

Hard work brings beauty to

......

The December 2018 Volunteer Planting Crew

Submitted by Steve Woehleke

Spring is almost here and daffodils,
which this year include flowers from
2,000 additional bulbs, are sprouting
along Moraga Road near the Commons
Park.

Each fall the Kiwanis Club of Mor-
aga Valley adds bulbs to the field of
Daffodils as part of
its efforts to enhance
the lives of children,
families and seniors
—in this case through
beautiful spring
flowers. The Moraga
Garden Center has
also planted daffodil
bulbs, and this year
owner Kenny Mu-
rakami instructed
the volunteers on the
history and charac-
teristics of daffodils,
and proper planting
techniques.

The volunteers
ranged from the very
young to the “some-

Moraga hillsides this spring

et it

Photos provided

what mature” with many in-between.
Joan Bruzzone donated 1,000 of the
bulbs, and joined the group as volun-
teer. All had fun on the beautiful
sunny day (after rains had softened the
soil).

For the many who knew Dr. John
Heckle, think of him as you enjoy the
flowers he helped plant only weeks
prior to his unexpected passing.

Supervisors and worker

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available
whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated
community service organizations to submit news and
information about their activities. -Submissions may be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In

Service to the Community.

Aug 6, 1932 — Dec 31, 2018

=
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Mary Bailey Litzenberger
M

ary Bailey Litzenberger,
of Moraga for 28 years, passed away
Dec 31, 2018. She was born Aug 6, 1932 in
Everetts, North Carolina to Paul and Delia
Bailey. She was a history major at Meredith
College in Raleigh, North Carolina and met
her husband Earle D. Litzenberger, an NROTC
cadet and geology student at nearby UNC
Chapel Hill.
wife of a career officer in the Marine Corps,
she did a lot of traveling and also taught first
and second grade. They retired in San Diego in
1983. After Earle passed away, Mary moved to
Moraga in 1990. She was an active member of
Zion Lutheran Church, participating in Ladies
Aid, Altar Guild, and Bible Study. She suffered
from lupus much of her adult life and with the progression of macular degeneration,
had to give up driving and required a part-time caregiver. After breaking her foot in
Sep and suffering complications, she succumbed from COPD and heart disease on
New Year’s Eve. Her husband Earle and sister Lois preceded her in death. She is
survived by her children Libby Holbrook (late husband Steve) of Moraga and Lee
Litzenberger (wife Marianne) of Maryland; her grandchildren Andrew Litzenberger
(wife Tara) of New Jersey, Bryan Holbrook (wife Jamie) of California, and Ashley
Litzenberger of Virginia; her great grandchildren Zachary and Eliana Litzenberger;
her brother Bill Bailey (wife Rose) of North Carolina; and many nieces and nephews.
Memorial services are not confirmed, but the family may be contacted for details.

a resident

They married in 1953. As the

Share Your Celebrations and

Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special
event or achievement, such as a wedding, engagement,
scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a special
person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along
with your text (up to 250 words) to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and
Remembrances” in the subject line.

As seen in Lamorinda...

Sunrise over Mt. Diablo

Photo Jennifer Spalding
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Sweet puffy, and pink melt-in-your-mouth Valentine’s Day treats

Valentine’s Cookies

By Susie Iventosch

When I was a young girl, I used to love to
cook with my grandmother in her vintage
’60s Orinda kitchen. One day when I was
visiting her from my home state of Michi-
gan, we made these amazing meringue
cookies with mint chocolate chips. She
called them “forgotten” cookies, because
we put them in the oven and proceeded to

forget about them for several hours, or
even overnight. They were delightful little
sweet puffs that melted in your mouth. I
got to thinking about them the other day,
and decided that with a little splash of pink,
they’d make pretty Valentine’s treats. In-
stead of mint chips, I used dark chocolate
chips and they are so tasty. Gigi would have
loved a basket of these as a Valentine’s

treat!

Photo Susie Iventosch

INGREDIENTS

3 egg whites

4 teaspoon cream of tartar
Pinch of salt

% cup superfine sugar (ordinary granulated
sugar will also work)

1-2 drops of red food coloring

/> teaspoon vanilla extract

% cup dark chocolate chips (I use
Ghirardelli 60% cacao chocolate chips)

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350 F. Line two baking
sheets with parchment paper.

Place egg whites, cream of tartar and
saltin a large bowl. Using an electric
beater or stand mixer, beat egg whites with
cream of tartar and salt until egg whites are
frothy and white and hold soft peaks.

Gradually add the sugar in small
batches and continue to beat on
medium-high until all of the sugar has been
added. This will take a couple of minutes.
Continue to beat for another minute or two

Forgotten Valentine’s Cookies

(Makes approximately 2 dozen)

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on
our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie
please contact her by email or
call our office at (925)
377-0977.

until egg whites are shiny and hold a stiff

peak when the beaters are lifted from the bowl. Beat in vanilla extract
and a drop or two of red food coloring (just enough to turn the egg
whites pink).

Gently fold the chocolate chips into the batter.

Drop by large spoonfuls onto prepared baking sheets.

Place baking sheets in oven, shut the door and TURN OVEN OFF.
Leave meringues in oven for at least 4 hours, or even overnight, until
cookies are crisp and dry. Store in an airtight container.

Calming cats during vet visits

Fears and anxieties in pets — Part 3

By Mona Miller, DVM

As a continuation of a four-
part series addressing fears
and anxieties in pets (espe-
cially during veterinary visits),
I’d like to pay some attention
to our feline friends. Most
cats like to do what they do, in
their own time and space. If
we are lucky, cats will cuddle
with us, sit on our laps, allow
us to pet and adore them. Cats
often don’t travel in cars much
(there are some exceptions)
and generally don’t like to be
put in carriers (again, some
exceptions). So when it’s time
to take your cat to the vet for
its annual wellness exam and
vaccines, it can be a bit trau-
matic for all parties involved
to find the cat, put it in the
carrier that is used only a
couple times a year, travel in
the car and endure the howl-
ing or plaintive meows. Once
you get to the vet, there’s still

Tlustration Jaya Griggs

a car ride back home, and
then the “emotional punish-
ment” that you suffer when
the cat goes to hide in the
closet for hours. There are
many times when one of my
appointments has to cancel
because the owner can’t find
the cat to get it in the carrier!

When cats get stressed,
they can become fearful or
aggressive (much like dogs
and humans). The ideal vet
visit would be with a calm and
cooperative cat.

I always recommend a se-
cure carrier, and I really like
the top-loading ones. Cats are
much easier to lift out, then to
pull out, and most seem to be
calmer with this technique.
As an aside, I believe strongly
in one carrier per cat, and se-
cure enough to house a cat in
the event of a natural disaster
(earthquake, wildfires) for at
least 24 hours. Cats traveling
uncontained in a car, and then
entering the business of a vet-

erinary hospital is a recipe for
disaster. They can get
spooked by sounds, scents and
sights — and go running off
into the parking lot. Most vets
have their own version of this
story from personal experi-
ence, and there is nothing
sadder than a runaway cat in
a situation that was entirely
preventable.

You can place calming ar-
ticles in the carrier to help re-
lieve anxiety. These can be a
T-shirt that you have worn
(especially helpful for cats
who sleep with you on the
bed), or a comfort blanket
(one that the cat sleeps on
regularly), or a bit of fresh
catnip, or a catnip toy that the
cat plays with. Calming treats,
or a plant-derived product
such as Rescue Remedy, may
help, and most likely have no
negative side effects. It’s al-
ways best to check these
things with your veterinarian,
to ensure that ingredients are
safe. Not all plant-derived ex-
tracts are safe for cats.

A particular strategy that I
prefer is spray Feliway into
the carrier 30 minutes prior to
putting your cat in it. Thisis a
synthetic analog of the “happy
territory” marking pheromone
that cats secrete when they
rub their faces on objects. Fe-
liway can be used for situa-
tional anxiety, such as travel,
as well as for daily or long-
term anxiety (for example, the
plug-in diffuser form of Feli-
way is often helpful for cats

who urinate outside the litter
box - an article for a different
day). There are no negative
side effects from using Feli-
way.
At the vet, different re-
straint methods can be used
by the veterinary staff. Vets,
nurses and assistants are often
very well-trained in reading
an animal, and choose a re-
straint method on a case-by-
case basis. Some cats feel
much more comfortable hid-
ing under a towel without a lot
of pressure. Some cats re-
spond well to being wrapped
snugly in a towel, like a bur-
rito. Others do better when
“scruffed” at the loose folds of
skin on the back of the neck —
this brings them back to kit-
tenhood when mama cat car-
ried them around.

For cats that are stressed
by travel to the point of physi-
cal danger (panting, high body
temperature) or are too ag-
gressive to handle, your vet
might recommend anti-
anxiety or sedative medica-
tions. I will cover this in my
next article. Most of these
medications are safe and ef-
fective. However, in some
cases, cats can be so stressed
that they are fractious and ag-
gressive, and require a light
anesthesia in order to do pro-
cedural items such as vaccines
and blood draws.

A home-care veterinarian
might be an option for cats
that might not respond to the
options above, including med-

Info: www.feliway.com/us/Products/FELIWAY-messages

ications. It might be worth a
try to see if the cat is more co-
operative in its home environ-
ment. This can often work
fine with fearful submissive
cats, but not necessarily with
aggressive cats. There are
limits to what can be done in
the home; for instance, radi-
ographs can’t be taken and
most often, blood and urine
draws cannot be performed.

In my next article, I will
address medications — anti-
anxiety versus sedatives. Stay
tuned!

Dr. Mona Miller lives in
Lafayette with her son, two
cats and yellow Labrador. She
attended UC Berkeley as an
undergraduate, and received
her DVM from UC Davis. She
has been happy to call
Lafayette home since 2001.
She can be reached via email
at MonaSDVM@aol.com. She
welcomes questions from
readers that may get
incorporated into a column.

Author of debut memoir discusses decades of struggle following

Holocaust

Contra Costa Counly Library presents Meel the Author

Submitted by Ian Richards
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The Contra Costa County Library
will host author Sylvia Ruth Gut-
mann as she discusses her debut
memoir, “A Life Rebuilt: The Re-
markable Transformation of a
War Orphan.” Born in 1939 Bel-
gium, Sylvia Ruth Gutmann be-
came an orphan at age 3 when
her parents were sent to their
deaths at Auschwitz. Together
she and her two older sisters
managed to escape to Switzerland
and eventually made it to Amer-
ica. Deeply traumatized, Sylvia
arrived in New York City at age 7,
where a well-meaning uncle and
a cruel aunt took her in. “Don’t
speak of it. Put it behind you.
Move on,” they told her. The mes-
sages she received in America
forced her to again keep silent
and hide in full view. She spent
the next five decades struggling to
put the pieces of her life back to-
gether and to fully understand the
past she was too young to

“A Life Rebuilt: The Remark-
able Transformation of a War Or-
phan” chronicles an odyssey that
spans 60 years, three countries,
and thousands of miles. Remark-
ably, at age 62, Gutmann devel-
oped a relationship with a young
man, 40 years her junior, and
against all odds she moved to
Germany to live with him. Here
she began to share the story of
her family’s fate with German
students, senior citizens, and even
neo-Nazi groups. By doing so,
Gutmann reconciled with the
people she had feared and
loathed, and resurrected the lives
of the parents she cannot remem-
ber, and cannot forget. Heart-
breaking and ultimately inspiring,
this memoir of loss, love, re-
silience, belonging, identity, and
authenticity has a surprising res-
olution, told in an intimate voice
with candor, substance, and
heart.

"I needed five decades to heal

Info: https://sylviaruthgutmann.com/

from the trauma of being brutally
separated from my parents when
I was a child,” she says. “It's hor-
rifyingly ironic that the current
zero-tolerance immigration policy
of separating young children from
their parents, has made my story
even more relevant today."

Gutmann will be speaking at
1 p.m. on Feb. 11 at the Orinda Li-
brary and at 6 p.m. on that same
day at the Walnut Creek Library.

Gutmann is a former
spokesperson on behalf of the
United Jewish Appeal Federation
of New York City. Every year she
shares her story at numerous
Holocaust remembrance and
Wounded Warrior ceremonies or-
ganized by the U.S. Military. She
has also spoken extensively
throughout Europe and was
granted honorary German citi-
zenship in 2002 for her peace ac-
tivism.

For more information, con-
tact Serenity Dean at (925)
646-9900.
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ART

Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery is
proud to present an exhibition
featuring 16 glass artists from
the Association of Clay and
Glass Artists of California. This
exhibit features a variety of wall
and pedestal art glass — sculp-
tural, conceptual, and decora-
tive. The exhibit opens with a
reception from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Feb. 7, and runs through March
2. There will also be a discus-
sion with artists and jurors at 4
p-m. on Feb. 9.
www.jenniferperlmutter

Valley Art Gallery presents
“Celebrating 70,” a new exhibi-
tion for its 70th Anniversary
running through March 15, with
a free reception from 3 to 5 p.m.
on Feb. 9, 1661 Botelho Drive,
Suite 110, Walnut
Creek.www.valleyartgallery.org;
(925) 935-4311

Clerestory presents Movement
of Colors: Music Inspired by Art
and Artists from 8 to 9:30 p.m.
on Saturday, Feb. 23 at David

Brower Center, 2150 Allston
Way, Berkeley. Immerse your-
self in the world of art, sculp-
ture, and invention during our
winter concert, Movement of
Colors. Cost: $5-30. For more
info see
https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/movement-of-colors-tickets-
49925162505 or email
info@clerestory.org.

The Moraga Art Gallery pre-
sents its new show, “A Sense of
Place,” running through March
16 and featuring Wenda Py-
man’s beguiling landscape pho-
tographs, which call to mind the
camera work of Ansel Adams
and Eliot Porter. For more in-
formation, visit www.mora-
gaartgallery.com or call (925)
376-5407.

MUSIC

The Gold Coast Chamber Play-
ers present one of the leading
quartets of our time, the St.
Lawrence String Quartet along
with three-time Grammy-
nominated clarinetist Todd

Palmer at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 9 at the Lafayette Library
Community Hall. The program
offers an unprecedented musi-
cal, emotional, and spiritual ex-
perience with chamber music
spanning four centuries. From
Haydn and Beethoven, to Berger
and Golijov, this unique pro-
gram is not to be missed! Tickets
$15 - 45https://gcplay-
ers.tix.com/Event.aspx?Event-
Code=1079081 or call (925) 283-
3728. www.gcplayers.org.

Sweetheart Concert by the Pi-
ano Composers of the Contra
Costa Performing Arts Society at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 15 at
Grace Preshyterian Church 2100
Tice Valley Blvd in Walnut Creek
near Rossmoor. This musical
event features original, seduc-
tive music with occasional ref-
erence to Broadway, Brahms,
and New Orleans — all this per-
formed by composer pianists
themselves. This free event is
sponsored by the not-for-profit
CCPAS founded in 1974
(www.ccpas.org) with donations
supporting youth programs.

The Contra Costa Chamber
Orchestra will present “Let’s
Dance” at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
16 at El Campanil Theatre in
Antioch, and Sunday, Feb. 17 at
Lesher Center for the Arts in
Walnut Creek. The concert fea-
tures internationally-acclaimed
pianist Jeffrey LaDuer, who will
perform Franz Liszt’s chilling
Totentanz with the orchestra.
For tickets and pricing visit
www.elcampaniltheatre.com,
www.lesherartscenter.org, or
www.ContraCostaChamber
Orchestra.org.

Temple Isaiah’s Cantor Leigh
Korn presents “Coming To-
gether: Songs of Unity and Com-
munity” featuring a stellar cast
of cantors from across the
country at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 21 in the Temple Isaiah
Sanctuary. Tickets are $36.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Pur-
chase tickets at https://temple-
isaiah.org or (925) 283-8575.

St. Mary’s College Music De-
partment presents a solo piano
concert by Bobby Mitchell, a

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m
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St Stephen's Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
l[ 254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org
Sunday 8am, 10am

WILLOWSPRING

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com

1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550
Sunday Service 10:45 am

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) -

Sunday Service and Sunday School
Informal Wednesday Meeting
ReadingRoom/Bookstore M-F 11 -4;Sat.10-12

www.christianscienceorinda.org

254-4212

10-11am
7:30 - 8:30 pm
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

ALL ARE WELCOME

Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

oy

Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others,
and Serve the World

thelumc.org

ST. PERPETUA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

o
celebrating our faith « enriching our community + sharing our gifts

Join us
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 2:30 a.m.
School for 1K - 8th grade
Faith Formation for children and adults

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School

11:30 a.m.

THE CHURCH Lk

JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Everyone welcome!

Sunday Sacrament Service

3776 Via Granada, Moraga

at 10AM

Scripture Study &
Youth Programs

unity

of ik Tl

1871 Geary Rd, Walnut Creek

If you are spiritual and not religious, seek a loving,
accepting community and are yearning for a deeper connection
to Spirit, come and experience Unity of Walnut Creek.

Join us for Sunday Services:
9:30am Contemplative Service
11:30am Celebratory Service * Watch Online

For information about classes and other events,
visit us online!

r..-.....-.ﬂ'mmg

unityofwalnutcreek.org

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

9:30 a.m. CoNGREGATIONAL VWORSHIP

10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in the Center for Ministry

visit http://www.holyshepherd.org for more details

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 CAMINO PABLO, 925-376-6900
WWW.STMONICAMORAGA.COM
Mass Times: Daily Mass Monday - Friday 9:00 am
Saturday - Confessions 3:30 - 430 pm / Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday - Masses at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am

young award winning American
international concert pianist,
recording artist, composer, au-
thor and teacher at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, March 31 at Saint
Mary’s College Chapel. A recep-
tion will follow the free concert.

Pacific Chamber Orchestra,
under the direction of Conduc-
tor Lawrence Kohl, performs
Schubert’s Octet, Ravel’s Intro-
duction and Allegro, and
Francaix’s Dixtuor, at 7:30 p.m.
on Saturday, March 23 in the
Community Hall at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.
Tickets may be purchased for
“Schubert — The Sublime” online
at www.pacific
chamberorchestra.org.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre Company
presents Brooklyn Bridge by
Melissa James Gibson, directed
by M. Graham Smith Feb. 28
through March 23. Tickets and
showtimes are available at
TownHallTheatre.com or by
calling (925) 283-1557. The the-
atre is located at 3535 School
Street in Lafayette.

"Wilder than Wild: Fire,
Forests and the Future," a one-
hour documentary, will play at
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 12
at the Town Hall Theatre on
School Street in Lafayette.
Sponsored by Sustainable
Lafayette, the movie reveals
how fuel build-up and climate
change have exposed Western
wildlands to large, high inten-
sity wildfires, while greenhouse
gases released from these fires
contribute to global warming.
This vicious cycle jeopardizes
our forests and affects us all
with extreme weather and more
wildfires, some of which are
now entering highly populated
wildland-urban areas. General
tickets are $10 and are available
via
www.sustainablelafayette.org.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Nexus Women Networking
Group (formerly LABWO) in-
vites you to attend its next
monthly meeting from 9 to 11
a.m. on Friday, Feb. 8, at St.
Mark’s Orinda, 451 Moraga
Way. Dr. Sheila Murray Bethel,
globally acclaimed leadership
expert and best-selling author,
will present an interactive pro-
gram entitled “Your Personal
Leadership Makes a Difference.”
Sign-up/Learn more:
www.facebook.com/
thenexuswomen

Saint Mary's College MFA Cre-
ative Writing presents its Grad-
uate Student Reading from 7:45
p-m. to 9 p.m. on Wednesday,
Feb. 27 in De La Salle Hall:
Hagerty Lounge, 1928 Saint
Mary's Road, Moraga. Curated
and hosted by a committee of
graduate students, the Graduate
Student Reading Series show-
cases the dynamic and welcom-
ing arts community here at
Saint Mary's College. All read-
ings are free and open to the
public.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Hack the Future is coming to
Contra Costa County from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Feb. 23 at the
Lafayette Library and Learning
Center for a one-day hackathon
for youth ages 10-19. Attendees
will be able to explore and ex-
periment with different STEM
activities while learning from
tech industry professionals. Ac-
tivities / Demos to include: Pro-
gramming, Electronics, 3D
Printing, Robotics, Virtual Real-
ity, and more. Stay tuned for
more information about this
very special opportunity and
head over tohttp://hackthefu-
ture.org/ for more information
and sign up to be notified when
registration opens.

... continued on next Page
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Broadway Star Carolee Carmello -
Live at the Orinda

Carolee Carmello

Submitted by Michael
Williams

Three-time Tony Award nom-
inee Carolee Carmello will
make a rare appearance Feb.
17 in her long-awaited Bay
Area concert debut at the

Photo provided

Orinda Theatre. In an illustri-
ous career that has spanned
over two decades, Carmello
has been honored with three
Tony Award nominations and
has appeared in 14 Broadway
musicals. Her most recent
Broadway roles include Mae

Tuck in “Tuck Everlasting”
and Mrs. du Maurier in
“Finding Neverland” with
Matthew Morrison and Kelsey
Grammar for which she
earned Tony and Drama Desk
nominations.

Carmello says she will be
singing lots of songs from
shows she’s done on Broad-
way and Off, but will also be
singing the song that made
her fall in love with theater in
her college dorm production
of “Oliver!” She will also be
telling stories about the expe-
riences she’s had along the
way.
Some of Carmello’s other
starring roles include “Sister
Act,” “The Addams Family”
(Drama Desk and Outer Critics
Circle nominations), Elton
John’s “Lestat” (Tony and
Drama Desk nominations),
Stephen Sondheim's “Sweeney
Todd” and “Mamma Mia!”

For tickets and more information, visit www.lamorindatheatres.com or call (925) 254-9065.

4 Not tobe missed € Not to be missed €

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS
... continued

Contra Costa Camp and School
Fair from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Sunday, Feb. 24 at Acalanes High
School, with free activities and
over 100 exhibitors allowing at-
tendees to view a smorgasbord of
camps, enrichment programs,
schools, S.T.E.M. and S.T.E.A.M.
programs, performing arts,
preschools, cooking, educational,
sports and other programs avail-
able this spring and summer.
Admission is free and there is
ample free parking. Call (925)
408-4014 or visit www.Contra-
CostaCampFair.com for more in-
formation or to register for a free
family ticket.

The 2019 Bookmark Contest
sponsored by the Friends of the
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center will be open to all
Lafayette students grades K-8th
to enter their original artwork.
The entry forms will be avail-
able beginning February 15 at
the Lafayette Library main desk,
the Friends Corner Book Shop
and at school libraries in the
Lafayette School District and St.
Perpetua School. The entry
deadline is Friday, March 8. For
more information please contact
Kay
Pekrul:kae865@hotmail.com.

In conjunction with Saint
Mary’s College and the Orinda-
Moraga-Lafayette branch of the
American Association of Univer-
sity Women, the Expanding Your
Horizons STEAM full day con-
ference for middle school girls
on March 23 will open registra-
tion Jan. 24. This conference fills
up quickly and is limited to 200
girls in sixth to eighth grade on a
“first come, first served” basis.
For details and registration visit
www.expandingyourhorizons.
org/conferences/
AAUWSAINTMARYS/.

OTHER

KPFA Radio 94.1 FM presents
Robert B. Reich: The Common
Good from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Feb. 6, at First Con-
gregational Church of Berkeley,
2345 Channing Way, Berkeley.
Robert Reich will discuss his
new book, “The Common Good,”
answer questions and sign
books. Hosted by Kathryn Hors-
ley. Cost: $12 advance, $15 door.
For more info see-
http://www.brownpapertick-
ets.com/event/3918567 or call
(510) 967-4495.

The seventh Creating A Peace-
ful School conference will take
place 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 9 at Mt. Diablo Peace and
Justice Center, 1035 Carol Lane
in Lafayette. The year’s confer-
ence topic, “Building Bridges Not
Walls,” provides a daylong op-

portunity to explore how we can
use our school and classroom
practices to identify tools and
resources for enhancing peace,
understanding and communica-
tion in our diverse communities
and will feature keynote speaker
Lauren Markham, a local educa-
tor, activist and author. The con-
ference is for everyone who
works with children and youth
in grades K-12: including par-
ents, teachers, administrators,
classroom aides, school person-
nel, after-school program
providers and the students
themselves. Cost: $50 (or $10 for
high school and undergraduate
college students). Refreshments
and lunch included. Register at
https://creatingpeacefulschools.
weebly.com/upcoming-
events.html or find link at
http://ourpeacecenter.org. For
info, call (925) 933-7850 or
emailmargli@ourpeacecenter.org

Join dozens of Jewish women
and girls ages 12 and up from
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda
for an evening of Jewish pride,
unity and inspiration as they
learn to bake delicious Challah
at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 19 at Chabad
of Lamorinda, 3574 Mount Dia-
blo Blvd, Lafayette. Cost is $20 if
you register before Feb. 12.
Mother and daughter team $36.
Please register at ChabadofLam-
orinda.com/Challah. Questions
or comments? Call (925) 384-
7242 or email:
Challah@Chabadof
Lamorinda.com.

“Let’s Talk About the Most
Common Female Urologic Con-
ditions” from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
on Feb. 28, at the Lafayette Li-
brary’s Community Room, 3491
Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette. Join
an engaging panel of medical
experts as they discuss the most
common urologic conditions ex-
perienced by women. This spe-
cial event will explore the latest
treatment options and provide
insights into female inconti-
nence, overactive bladder, pelvic
organ prolapse, menopause and
postmenopausal symptoms.
Speakers include a urogynecolo-
gist, continence specialist, gyne-
cologist and menopause special-
ist. Register by emailing:
sjung@dvohmg.com.

Free Tax preparation for the
2019 tax season is available
starting in February from
AARP’s Tax-Aide and United
Way’s Earn It, Keep It, Save It
(EKS) programs. Service is pro-
vided by volunteer tax prepar-
ers who are IRS trained and cer-
tified. EKS service is limited to
those with incomes below
$54,000, while Tax-Aide does not
have an income limit. For Tax-
Aide site information or ap-
pointments in Walnut Creek call:
(925) 943-5851 for the Walnut
Creek Senior Center site; (925)

405-6278 for the Walnut Creek
Grace Presbyterian Church site;
or (925) 979-5013 for the Walnut
Creek St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church site. For information on
other Tax-Aide sites, call: (925)
726-3199. For information on
EKS sites, call 2-1-1 or
visitwww.earnitkeepitsaveit.org.

Lafayette resident, Papa John
Kiefer, will, again, offer work-
shops on “How to Raise Your
Own Chickens.” Topics will in-
clude raising young chicks, lay-
ing hen maintenance, and sus-
tainable coop construction.
Workshops are free and will be
held in Lafayette from 1 to 3:30
pm on Sundays, March 3 and 17.
Reservations are required. Con-
tact: chickenspapa-
john@gmail.com. Location pro-
vided upon registration.

. SENIORS

Elder Abuse Prevention Pro-
ject from 10:30 a.m. to noon on
Feb. 13 in the Toyon Room,
Lafayette Community Center. El-
der abuse can take many forms
including physical, financial and
emotional abuse. Do you know
someone experiencing elder
abuse? Are you interested in
learning about available re-
sources in Contra Costa County?
The Elder Abuse Prevention
Project (EAPP) team will discuss
the resources available for se-
niors and dependent adults who
may be experiencing abuse. The
presentation will include speak-
ers from the Contra Costa Family
Justice Center, Contra Costa Se-
nior Legal Services, Meals on
Wheels - Diablo Valley, Employ-
ment and Human Services De-
partment and the Contra Costa
District Attorney’s Office. Free.

GARDEN

The Moraga Garden Club will
hold its next meeting at 9:30
a.m., Feb. 21, at the Holy Trinity
Church, 1700 School Street,
Moraga. The guest speaker will
be Keith Silva, UC Master Gar-
dener, who will be discussing
"Pruning Tools and Techniques."
The event is free and open to all
interested parties. Refreshments
will be served. For more infor-
mation, visit
moragagardenclub.com.

Walnut Creek Garden Club’s
March meeting will begin at
10:30 a.m. on March 11, at
Heather Farm, 1540 Marchbanks
Road in Walnut Creek. The fea-
tured speaker, Liz Emmonds,
will demonstrate how easy it is
to manipulate plant materials to
create interesting forms to take
flower arrangements to a new
and exciting level. Please email
mslittle44@gmail.com with any
questions.
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* Custom Designs * Appraisals
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$5 off Watch Battery I
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3/15/19. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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3645 Mt. Diablo BlVd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

PAMPER YOUR PET

- —_-L;\l at LaMorinda’s premiere dog boarding service
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R overnight services for dogs in a
f spacious, private loving home.
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kennel free home environment.
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gina@littleredbarnpetprosbedandbarkfast.com

Little
Pet E!j.':-s

il

i

!
I
i

|
I
1

\

TREE SCULPTURE
COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Service Clubs Announcements

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

February 6: February 14:
Fab 5 Meeting at Dr. Armando Samaniego
Rossmoor Rotary STAT MED

no regular meeting on Feb. 7

www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA
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College Admissions Advising

Helping students find their college fit!

Gwenly Carrel

Advisor

gwenlycarrel @gmail.com

925-368-8860

e Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast e
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Seven Days a Week it
1018 Oak Hill Road

Lafayette
(510) 283-2397
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* Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢

* Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast

ViCaulou's

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

SHOP LOCAL AND LET OUR
EXPERT CRAFTSMEN
TRANSFORM YOUR HOME

925-247-0092
MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting
Deck Restoration Kitchen & Bathroom
Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry
Color Consultation Services

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP
Best of Houzz in Client Satisfaction 2016 - 2019

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Family is why

we do it all.

We all feel the same commitment to care for our families. Helping you
meet your insurance needs is part of my commitment to you.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there®

CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Kelley Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0E84198
kelley@agentreed.com
www.agentreed.com

JP Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OF62235
jp@agentjpreed.com
www.agentjpreed.com
Bus: 925-820-6808 Fax: 925-934-2278  Bus: 925-934-2277 Fax: 925-934-2278

o StateFarm

statefarm.com®

Making Bay Area I'|°“‘°:9 46 B :
Beautiful Sin¢®

. I
! lodietts . goiod
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet. www.blodgetts.com

Lic. # 177588

925.284.4807

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette

FASTFRAME
EXPERT PICTURE FRAMING
1020 BROWN AVEMNUE
LAFAYETTE CA 94549
(925) 283-7620

OPEN MOKDAY 10-5 and TUESDAY-SATURDAY 10-8
15% OFF CUSTOM FRAMING WITH THIS AD

*exp. May 30, 2018

Residential
- Custom Homes -
Additons
- Additions -
Lafayette Ncl’;’:t”;rfn:z
(925) 283-3128 Joft Wordt

www.KandWhbuilders.com

CL# 930839

The UPS Store s

Hours:

Our location:

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549
v~ Shipping v'Notary Services

v Postal Services
v/ Business Services

v" Copying, Finishing
v Printing Services
store0202@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202

Watch for Shop
Orinda Jan.9 Call

for Advertising
925.377.0977
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THE WRITING STUDIO
Where Words Come to Life

e Classroom instruction
and individual sessions

e Writing Projects

¢ Tools to improve
fluency and sentence structure

e Grades 3-12

Classes
start
Feb. 4

The Writing Studio

3249 Mt. Diablo Ct., Suite 101-A, Lafayette
(925) 385-0211  www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

RETGRINE [T
‘ DAY AP

Ages 4-16 * Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp
Home Pick up Available in Lafayette

Join us for a camp tour! -
roughingit.com/visit 925.283.3795  |J]}]

925-284-7404

251 Lafayette Cir. Ste 150
Lafayette

LAFAYETTE [ocircteciamperers

CHAMBER

Lafayette Auto Body, Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

Piano Studio
Kegs to suecess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-283-7601
Cell: 925-323-8969
1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

'_.i:

VL& EAYETTE
b4 PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Comp[imenfmy Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Bivd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com
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Lamorinda freshmen make their mark on varsity teams

Michelle Goll

By Jon Kingdon

It was in 1954 that freshmen
were ruled ineligible to play
varsity sports in college. It
was not until 1973 when
freshmen became eligible to
play all sports on the varsity
level again. Still more the ex-
ception than the rule for
freshmen to be competitive on
that level, it’s no longer some-

Photos Gint Federas

thing that gives one pause to
see a freshman competing
against upperclassmen on
both the high school and col-
legiate level.

In his fourth year at Cam-
polindo, head coach Steven
Dyer has had five freshmen
that played for the varsity:
“You will see more basketball
players than football players
because skill becomes more

Matt Radell

important than size. The rise
of AAU basketball has brought
about more freshmen able to
play for a varsity team.”
There are two freshmen that
are on the Campolindo roster
this year, Aiden Mahaney
(15.2 ppg) and Matt Radell (7.9
ppg).

Mahaney, who played
with the Flight OE team until
eighth grade and for the West
Coast Elite team last year, at-

tributes that experience to fa-
cilitating his transition to var-
sity basketball: “I played for
the high school division last
year and traveled all over the
country. I played against so
many top players in intense
games, it really prepared me
for high school.”

Still there was an adjust-
ment to a high school team as
opposed to a club team, says
Mahaney: “AAU can be more

like pickup games. At Cam-
polindo, there is more struc-
ture and designed plays with
more emphasis on defense
and taking charges. Every-
thing matters.”

Radell saw a real differ-
ence between playing for
Campolindo and in the AAU:
“The skill levels were similar
but at Campolindo the players
want it more. Our team plays
harder and the games are
more physical in general.”

It takes more than just
ability for a freshman to be
effective on the varsity, says
Dyer: “It’s important for the
freshmen to realize that they
are not going to be the top dog
when they show up. They’re
playing in more advanced sit-
uations and the talent level is
much higher. As for maturity,
it’s my job to teach it to them.”

Radell brings good height
to the game but concedes that
there is a lot for him to work
on: “I play center so I have to
deal with the bigger guys and
often I’ve not been evenly
matched weight wise. My goal
is to continue to bulk up and
get a stronger so I can bang
around a little more.”

Mahaney’s transition was
eased by his brother, Carter,
who is a junior and played on
the varsity as a freshman as
well, says Aiden: “It’s nice to
play with Carter. His advice to
me was to keep working.
There was a lot of hype
around me and I just had to
prove myself and that I was
going to play against more
physical players so I had to get
my body ready for that.”

... continued on Page C4

Are you ready
for the new

Jerry Sung CPA

Trump's Tax Cut’

* A local C.PA. with 30 years experience.
» Specialized in Individual & Business tax returns.

3310 Moraga Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

jerry@sungcpa.com

- Affordable price & Fast Service.
- Expert on tax negotiation & IRS audit representation.

www.sungcpa.com

Call for a Tax Interview Appointment 51 O) 507-2360
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Chris Hansen drives to the basket against Cal State San Marcos in a 92-69 win on his way to 19

points and 10 rebounds for his eighth double-double of the season.

By John T. Miller

Two Lafayette grads are in
the running for the Clarence
"Bevo" Francis award, given
annually to the player consid-
ered to have had the best
overall season within Small
College Basketball.

Chris Hansen (Cam-
polindo, '15) and Joey Hewitt
(Acalanes, '15) have been
named to the Bevo Award 100
Watch List. Hansen is a red-
shirt junior with UC San
Diego, while Hewitt is in his
senior season at Whitman
College.

They have both had out-
standing careers so far, but
what makes the award an-
nouncement even more spe-
cial is that the two have been
friends since Merriewood
Preschool. They played to-
gether at Colorados Pool, con-
tinued as classmates at Bur-
ton Valley Elementary and
Stanley Middle School, before
moving on to different high
schools.

Hansen and Hewitt were
also members of the St. Per-
petua CYO team, along with
Matt O'Reilly (Campolindo
'15), who is finishing his bas-
ketball career at Bucknell and
was the subject of an article
in the Dec. 23 edition of this
paper.

During the offseason and
winter break, the two like to
call up former teammates and
play pickup ball at McKeon
Pavilion on the Saint Mary's
campus. “Being able to work
out with another collegiate
player is important during
our time away from college,”
says Hewitt.

Hansen adds, “These
games are always filled with
laughs and good times as we
reminisce about playing to-
gether on the same teams.”
Both teams dominate

At UC San Diego, Hansen
redshirted his junior season
following shoulder surgery,
but rebounded this year to
score 15.3 points per game on
55 percent field goal shooting
and 54 percent from the 3-
point line while collecting 5.9
rebounds per game. His sea-
son highs include 29 points
against Cal State San
Bernardino and 14 rebounds
versus Chico State.

With eight games re-
maining, the 6-foot-7 center
has helped lead his team to
first place in the California
Collegiate Athletic Association
(12-2 conference; 17-4 over-
all), was twice named CCAA
player of the week, garnered
All-Tournament honors (D2
Power Invitational and
CCAA/GNAC Challenge), and
was three times named UCS-
DTritons.com Athlete of the
Week. In addition, Hansen is
the team's representative on
the Triton Athletes' Council.

Hewitt, a 6-foot-2 senior
guard at Whitman (11-0 con-
ference; 19-1 overall), leads
the team in scoring with 15.8
Ppg - 46 percent on field goals
and 38 percent on 3-point
shots, and averages 3.6 re-
bounds per game with 2.2 as-
sists. His highest scoring
game of 28 points came in
The Blues only loss, a 112-109
OT shootout at Pomona Pitzer.

Hewitt was named first
team All-Northwest Confer-
ence his junior year and hon-

orable mention as a sopho-
more. For his senior year he
was named to the D3 Hoops
preseason All-American team.
The fast-paced Blues have
outscored their opponents by
25 points per game.

Happy to be in the game

Long before Steph Curry
brought his exuberant brand
of basketball to the Bay Area,
the two young men from
Lafayette fell in love with the
game and have been playing
it for fun.

“I have had such an
amazing experience in col-
lege, it would be hard for me
to say this will be the last time
I play competitive ball,” says
Hansen. “It is still such a joy
to me, why stop?” He looks
forward to exploring options
in professional basketball af-
ter graduation — perhaps
worldwide - but is also secure
in his eventual degree, a
bachelor's in management
science.

Hewitt agrees. “I fell in
love with basketball playing
CYO with Chris. We both
found something we loved
and stuck with our passion.”
Hewitt, who was always one
of the smaller players on the
court, blossomed late into his
6-foot-2 frame. He, too, would
like to pursue professional
basketball overseas, and is
interested in a future career
in sports psychology.

Both coaches raved about
their local players. At Whit-
man, Eric Bridgeland, head
coach there for 11 years,
credits Hewitt with upgrading
the culture of the program
ever since his arrival his
freshman year, saying “Joey

Photo Derrick Tuskan, UCSD Athletics

Joey Hewitt, celebrating a 3-point shot, scored 24 points and
added 5 rebounds, 3 steals, and 2 assists in a 110-98 victory

over Whitworth.

has a joy for life and is a very
positive person. He has fun
and is always focused. We've
never had more fun and suc-
cess, and he's a big part of
that.”

Eric Olen, in his fifth year
as UCSD coach, was equally
enthusiastic. “Chris is not
only a talented athlete but
also a terrific teammate, hard
worker and great competitor.
He’s had a huge impact on
our program on the court
helping our team to some of

the most successful seasons in

school history. His positive
attitude and work ethic con-
tributes to the culture of our
entire program.”
Who was Bevo Francis?
While Bevo Francis isn't
exactly a household name
like John Wooden or Magic
Johnson, the little-known
phenom played two seasons
for Rio Grande College in
Ohio and still holds the NCAA
record with 48.3 points per
game in 1954. At 6-foot-9, he
also scored 50 points or more
during 14 games of his two-
year career. All this without
the benefit of the 3-point line
or a shot clock.

Photo Shane Prudente

His 113 points against
Hillsdale College stood as the
NCAA record until eclipsed in
2012 by Grinnell's Jack Tay-
lor's 138 points against Faith
Baptist Bible.

Francis, who died in 2015,
signed a $12,000 contract
with the Harlem Globetrotters
to play for a barnstorming
team called the Boston Whirl-
winds, but stopped playing
shortly afterward to support
his wife and son. He spent
most of his life toiling as a
truck driver, steel mill worker
and a tire factory worker.

Francis was posthu-
mously inducted into the
Small College Basketball Hall
of Fame in 2016. The Bevo
Francis Award, established in
the same year, honors the
best small college basketball
player. Considerations are
given to season statistics and
individual achievements,
awards, personal character
and team achievements.

The finalist list will be re-
duced to 50 in mid-February,
to 25 in March, and the award
winner will be announced on
April 8. Stay tuned.

Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Rototilling

2+ Ken's Rototilling
2 4 W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL
Please call Carlos Toledo
) 925-872-0422

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

e P L o W Pumbing

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2" classified ad
height Email to:

classified@
lamorindaweekly.com
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Diablo Alliance 12U Frozen Cup
Tournament Champions

From left: coach Robby Arroyo; Audrina Kang, Elise Gratton, Kayden Page,
Ella Del Rosario, Quinn Arroyo, Elizabeth Hassett, Rosalie Hassett, Zoe
Jimenez, Nola Kurtz, Sarah Williams, and coach Jim Hassett. Not shown: Kylie
Arroyo.

Submitted by Rhodora Del
Rosario

uary. The team went undefeated in the
tournament, with games against Lam-
orinda, Stanford, Royal 559, and San

The 12U Diablo Alliance Water Polo Jose Express.

team won the 2019 Frozen Cup in Jan-

925-377-0977

Magic 06 Boys win Nor Cal Fall
League

._-T-u._h_... "ln.

Photo Shirley DeFrancisci

Standing, from left: coach David Landeros, Kai Lucas, Aiden Rascher, Ace
Reeder, Kadin True, Tiko Moodie, Cyrus Rowley, Faisal Shaghasi; middle:
Harlem Clemons, Khalil Rashad, Paulo Trento, Ryan Rho-Baity, John Tuggle;
front: Drew DeFrancisci, Mack Fisher, Pepukai Allard-Chigamba, James
Jenkins, Niko White; not pictured: Andrew Lara Ramirez

stated, “The boys have had an amazing
season and without a doubt this year
they have grown as human beings,
soccer players, and as a team. I am
proud of them for all of their hard
work and time invested they have put
in.” The 06 Boys will be playing in the
State Cup Semifinals in February.

Submitted by Angela White

The Cal Magic 06 Boys remained un-
defeated during the fall season win-
ning nine out of nine games with 63
goals for and only 9 goals against. The
boys executed an outstanding offense
with quick, precise passing and team-
work while our defense stayed focused
and aggressive. Coach David Landeros

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Miramonte wins and takes 2nd
in League

Photo provided

Submitted by Jason Rosiak 4-2 record which put them in second

place in the division. Great
accomplishment for a young squad.
With the win Miramonte is an
automatic qualifier for NCS Dual
Champions.

Stanley Middle School 7th
Grade Basketball Champions

Key wins by Dylan Welch and Andrew
Patten fueled a 45-36 dual match
victory over Berean Christian. The
Mats squad finished league play with a
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Photo provided

Back row, from left: coach Mark Del Rosario, Dulcinea Vail, Lulu Levy,
Addition Ames, Julia Oleyar, Adriana Smith, coach Jim Smith, Coach Brian
Frechman; front row: Campbell Evans, Mylie Jaquet, Ella Del Rosario, Natalie
Lyons, Natalie Frechman, Jenna Steele and not pictured Megan Churchill.

Submitted by Rhodora Del Rosario

The Stanley seventh grade A team beat King Middle School 36-20 to win the post
season tournament and finish the season a perfect 16-0. The team was made up
of five seventh-graders and seven sixth-graders.

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)
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LMYA SWIM TEAM
Registration Open!

LIVIYAswim

Want to Learn More About Us?
— Attend Swim Team Info Night on 3/12

— Sunday Stroke Clinics begin 3/3
— April Swim Conditioning begins 4/9

-~ Summer Swim Team begins 4/30
(Register Early for Discounts!)

— Gutter Guppy Program begins in June

00 4

— Visit www.Imyaswim.com for details

www.Ilmyaswim.com
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Lamorinda Rugby Goes Undefeated at UCLA

www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2019

Submitted by Lamorinda Rugby

As a traditional kickoff to the rugby season
Lamorinda Rugby (Lamo) played in the 14th
Annual Dennis Storer Classic tournament
held at UCLA over the Martin Luther King
holiday weekend. High school and college
teams gather for a weekend of fierce com-
petition. Lamo with a strong varsity team
this season went undefeated for the first
time in club history. The camaraderie
among this group is something special and
the coaches are excited to see what the sea-
son has in store for them.

Photo provided

Submit stories to
sportsdesk@
lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original
photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi
and 1200 pixels wide)

Aidan Mahaney

... continued from Page C1

Radell welcomed the
support he got from the up-
perclassmen: “They did not
care about my being a fresh-
man. It was a matter of play-
ing hard and earning their
trust. They just want to play
basketball and have fun.
They have made me look
good on the court.”

Mahaney and Radell
made the transition well, says
Dyer: “They came in and
worked hard and they de-
serve the credit. They had
the right mindset and did a
good job in fitting in with the
team. They both put in a lot
of time working in the weight
room and on their game.”

Mahaney is not resting on
his laurels: “I have to keeping
improving my body strength
and there is room to improve
in everything. I am always
working on my skills. I
wanted to show the upper-
classmen how much I cared
and how hard a worker I was
and that all I wanted to do
was to win.”

Michelle Sasaki, the head
coach of the girls basketball
team at Acalanes, sees similar
issues for freshmen girls to
play on the varsity team: “It’s
not common for a freshman
to make the varsity. It’s hard
to do. A lot of the girls are
playing basketball early but
there are not enough girls
playing the game.”

The freshmen have to be
complete players for them to
make the team, says Sasaki:
“They have to be good athleti-
cally but if they’re only an of-
fensive threat and can’t re-
bound and play defense, we
won’t move them up. The
stakes are higher moving up
from the eighth grade to play
on the varsity.”

Last year there were two
freshmen on the Acalanes
varsity, Grace Gebhardt and
Gabby Schneider. Having an-
other freshman on the team
eased the transition to the
varsity for Gebhardt: “It was

Photos Gint Federas

great having Gabby on the
team. Ididn’t know Gabby at
the start of the season but we
developed a friendship and
helped each other.”

It’s the club experience
that facilitates the transition
to the varsity for the fresh-
men, says Sasaki: “They get to
play more and work on their
overall game. They compete
against the better and more
serious players. Gabby and
Grace did a tremendous job of
coming in and playing solid
basketball but they are still
the exception to the rule.
With freshmen, you have to
be patient with the process.
It’s a huge learning curve and
it takes time. You can’t push
the river - it flows by itself.”

Gebhardt, who has been
playing basketball since
kindergarten and also plays
for the Acalanes lacrosse
team, welcomed the challenge
of club basketball, playing for
St. Perpetua in CYO and the
Cal Stars club team: “I’ve al-
ways wanted to play at the
highest level. It was fun to
play against stiffer competi-
tion. Still, I had to prove my-
self to the upperclassman at
Acalanes as everyone was
fighting for a spot on the
team.”

This year there is only
one freshman playing for the
Dons: Michelle Goll. She has
received great support from
the team, says Sasaki: “It can
be harder for a single fresh-
man but we have had great
leadership from our captains
and that has made it a seam-
less transition for Michelle.”

As sophomores, Gebhart
and Schneider can appreciate
how difficult it is for a fresh-
man: “We can empathize with
Michelle and we do all we can
to try and help her out.”

Winning the NCS boys
water polo championship is
one thing. Winning it with a
freshman in goalie is quite
another. That is what hap-
pened this past fall for the
Cougars when West Temkin
stepped in for an injured Lo-

players made West more
comfortable and prepared to
step in as a freshman. West
had a great maturation
process and I don’t see him
slowing down at all.”

Temkin took nothing for
granted: “I just worked super
hard to prove myself to them
and to earn their trust and
once I did that, it was all good
from there.”

It always helps to have
the physical tools to step into
a starting position so early,
says Miles: “What makes West
so special is his size (6°2”), his
maturity, his length and is
overall movement. He can
cover most of the net so he
doesn’t have to move laterally
to get a hand on the ball. It
also helped that Logan was a
great supporter of West even
when he got injured. We had
great leadership from the top
down and they supported
whoever was the starter.”

Having the confidence to
develop his own style also
contributed to Temkin’s suc-
cess: “There are a lot of key
factors. Much of it is the
mindset, stuff that can’t be
taught. You have to get over
being scared of the ball and
learn to anticipate where the
ball is going, even knowing
where the ball is going before
they throw the ball. If you
know where your shot block-
ers are lining up, the ball is
generally going to come
where the blockers are not.”
Simple? Hardly.

Like all of the other
aforementioned freshmen,
TemkKkin is not one to be satis-
fied with what he has already
accomplished: “I realized that
I needed to take this super se-
riously. In the water, I will
hold a chair above my head
for 30 minutes straight. This
also improves my mental
strength. I work on improv-
ing my reaction time by tak-
ing shot after shot in practice.
I've taken a mix of the basic
and developed my own style
that somehow works.”

A philosophy that can
work, not just in sports but in
all facets of life.

Gabby Schneider

gan Estes early in the season,
holding the starting position
for the rest of the season and
being named “Outstanding
Goalie” in the Foothill
Division.

Campolindo head coach
Miles Price appreciates how
fortunate he was to have
someone like West to step in
so effectively when Estes
went out with a concussion:
“It was unusual for a fresh-
man to be so impactful. West
is very mature for his age. As
a goalie, he is playing an indi-
vidual position. It didn’t
come easy but he did a great
job in understanding what his
teammates expected of him.
He understood the position
and it gave him more confi-
dence with the players
around him. West was not
afraid to voice what he
wanted from the defensive
players and what his expecta-
tions were. Initially, I had to
push him towards that and
once he knew it was his posi-
tion, he started to mold the
defense the way he wanted it
to play.”

Temkin has played club
water polo with the 680 Dri-
vers and CC United and for
the Cadet National team in
eighth grade, traveling and
competing in Serbia and
Montenegro. Despite so much
early success in his career,
Temkin did not have great
expectations entering his
freshman year: “I anticipated
playing on the JV team and I
was surprised when I made
the varsity. I expected to be a
substitute and then stepped in

as the starter after Logan’s
injury. I was fortunate that
the team had a number of
very talented players that are
going to go on and play Divi-
sion I water polo in college
and they really took me in
and treated me like family.
They were super nice to me
from the beginning.”

As in basketball, club
participation provided a
springboard for Temkin to the
varsity, says Price: “Players
learn quickly on the club
teams how easy it is to fail.
It’s the same at Campolindo.
Playing on the youth teams
and playing abroad with and
against a lot of high-level

West Temkin
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for February ... read on Page D12

Questions to consider when deciding on design

color? The layout? The feeling of the space
— comfortable, sophisticated, clean, casual,
etc.
Then decide on a budget. How much

are you willing to invest in your space? A
good gauge on what to expect to spend on
fully furnishing a space is to take the
square footage of your room and multiply
it by:

$60 — Low

$80 — Medium

$100 - High

$200 & up — Luxurious

... continued on Page D4

Living room remodel Photos provided

By Amanda Eck

* Do we need more storage?

* Does this room have adequate lighting?
During the beginning of the new year I al- * Do you want/need window coverings
ways have a surge of clients reaching out to ¢ What do I love about this space?

make changes in their home. Whether it * What do I wish I could change in

be a single room design, whole house up- this space? . . .

date, kitchen or bath remodel. Many times * Are there furniture items or family
clients know they want to make changes heirlooms I need/have to keep?

but do not know where to start. Today I * What colors, patterns, and textures are
wanted to share some tips and questions to you drawn to? _

ask yourself to help with that process. * Do you have small children and/or
Room Designs pets and the furnishings need to take
For single room or multi-room designs, ask this into account?

yourself: Next, spend some time on Pinterest or
« How do we live in this space? Houzz.com looking for spaces that you are
 Does the layout of the furniture work drawn to. Take notes on what it is about Living room before

for us? that space that appeals to you. Is it the
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COpLDHICELL
VLATKA BATHGATE | sanker LUXURY,

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

COMING SOON! *

1k i

12 Spring Rd, Orinda

Commuter’s dream home
Charming 3 bed/| bath, approx I,181 sqft single level home is ideally
located around the corner from downtown, BART and freeway

Offered at $699,000.

M | ARET

7 El Toyonal, Orinda

Location, Location, Location
Meticulously maintained and updated 4 bed/2.5baths, approx 2537 sqft
on .51 acre lot close to Orinda Village with it’s shops, BART and freeway.

Offered at $1,475,000.

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported  Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 7 $760,000 $3,350,000
MORAGA 3 $425,000 $1,365,000
ORINDA 6 $1,075,000 $1,495,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

1003 Almanor Lane, $760,000, 3 Bdrms, 1196 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 12-24-18

18 Beaumont Court, $990,000, 3 Bdrms, 1308 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 12-28-18

3767 Happy Valley Road, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2973 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 12-28-18,
Previous Sale: $1,365,000, 05-28-13

132 Haslemere Court, $799,000, 3 Bdrms, 1638 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 12-18-18,
Previous Sale: $219,500, 05-01-88

3532 Herman Drive, $2,180,000, 3 Bdrms, 2900 SqFt, 2012 YrBlt, 12-26-18,
Previous Sale: $1,565,000, 07-09-13

1700 Reliez Valley Road, $3,350,000, 6 Bdrms, 5963 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 12-28-18,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 01-15-15

3174 Teigland Road, $900,000, 3 Bdrms, 1781 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 12-18-18

MORAGA

1969 Ascot Drive #A, $425,000, 2 Bdrms, 938 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 12-26-18,
Previous Sale: $405,000, 05-30-17

1373 Camino Peral #A, $1,130,00, 12-20-18,
Previous Sale: $925,000, 06-07-18

1921 Saint Andrews Drive, $1,365,000, 3 Bdrms, 2430 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 12-28-18,
Previous Sale: $166,000, 03-01-78

ORINDA

9 Easton Court, $1,175,000, 4 Bdrms, 1482 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 12-17-18,
Previous Sale: $875,000, 07-02-18

7 Ivy Drive, $1,181,000, 4 Bdrms, 2525 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 12-18-18,
Previous Sale: $217,000, 12-01-86

10 Las Cascadas Road, $1,075,000, 5 Bdrms, 2902 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 12-17-18,
Previous Sale: $1,019,000, 10-04-06

740 Miner Road, $1,495,000, 4 Bdrms, 3420 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 12-28-18,
Previous Sale: $1,675,000, 06-12-06

136 Moraga Way, $1,228,000, 3 Bdrms, 2128 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 12-18-18,
Previous Sale: $850,000, 09-10-15

257 Overhill Road, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 2357 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 12-19-18,
Previous Sale: $390,000, 01-01-90
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REAL ESTATE GROUP
LAMORINDA WALNUT CREEK DANVILLE BRENTWOOD
999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100 100 RAILROAD AVE., #A 60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 DANVILLE, CA 94523 BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
0:925.284.1400  F: 925.284.1411 0: 925.937.4000  F: 925.937.4001 0:925.800.3510 F:925.800.3520  0O:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

DRE#01882902

WWW.DUDUM.COM
O —
ADAM HAMALIAN

|
1920 ASPENRIDGE COURT, W.C.  CALL FOR PRICE 5 HEATHER LANE, ORINDA

CALL FOR PRICE 1084 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY ROAD
o L

|
CALL AGENT

COMING

SOON!

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

SHERRY HUTGCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630

MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

905 DEWING AVE., LAFAYETTE  CALL FOR PRICE 26 N. JACKSON WAY, ALAMO 66 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO $2.7 - 2.9M

CALL AGENT

COMING
SOON!

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

13

JOHN FONDNAZIO

MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095

3875 QUAIL RIDGE RD., LAFAYETTE ~ $1 ,895,000

207 ACACIA LANE, ALAMO

$1,495,000 $1,299,988

2405 BLACKSTONE DRIVE, W.C.

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053

ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES

925.360.8662

16 TREETOP TERRACE CT., ALAMO

$2,725,000 2128 TICE CREEK, #4, ROSSMOOR $465,000

122 READY ROAD, WALNUT CREEK

925.818.5500 $1,240,000

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES 925.360.8662 SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630 HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500

ELU}{,URY

,/ Distinetive j’r///'///('»)

—
BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

MATT McLEOD RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN

F

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345
-

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796




General House
Keeping ltems

Over the holiday break a large oak tree fell and hit
our garage during a windy night. Fortunately no one
was hurt but we were reminded how important it is to
stay on top of general property maintenance issues. It
is important to check on the overall health of any trees
in your yard - even if they look healthy. Keep tree limbs
trimmed back that are close to your home to avoid
pest issues. It is also essential to have a pest inspector
come regularly to identify any issues that could lead
to expensive repairs over time. With winter here
and critters looking for warm dry places to hide we
have received a couple calls requesting vendors who
can help with ongoing rodent issues. Unfortunately
keeping rats and mice from sneaking into the attic or
under the house is an ongoing challenge. If you are
struggling with this issue the first step is to call Contra
Costa County Vector Control and an inspector will come
out at no cost to survey your home and find access
points. Once these areas are identified a contractor or
handyman can seal problematic areas.

Finally make sure your gutters are clear, drainage
is intact and functioning properly, and the crawl space
below your home remains dry, and windows and doors
are sealed to prevent dry-rot and leaks. Also, if you
have not done so already now is a good time check
on an aged roof that might have leaked during the last
several rains. Keeping up with regular maintenance is
the best way to avoid expensive repairs or challenging
disclosures when it comes time to sell your home.

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564
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Questions to consider when
deciding on design

Kitchen remodel Photo provided

... continued from Page D1

Kitchen
Here are some general questions to get you started for the kitchen; I have a more ex-
haustive list that I send to clients.
* Do you want to do a full remodel (i.e. relocate it? Switch up the layout?)
* Do you want just cosmetic updates (new countertops, backsplash, flooring,
cabinet color, etc.)?
* Do you like the function of your kitchen?
* Do you like the flow from your kitchen/dining table to the kitchen?
* Do you like the location of the sink? Can you see out a window?
* How is the existing lighting?
* Do you like the color/stain?
* Do you have enough outlets?
* How big is the space? Do you want it bigger? Wider? Smaller?
* Do you like your island/peninsula? Do you want one bigger or smaller?
* How is the countertop? Does it hold up the way you want it to?
* Do you like your backsplash?
* Do you like your sink? Do you like having the single/double bowl?
* Do you have enough storage space?
* Do you like your pantry space? Cabinet space?
* Do you like the height of your cabinets?
* Do you like your faucet? The finish? The style?
* Do you like the size of your existing fridge/freezer/wine storage?
... continued on Page D14



Coming Soon

T

90 Mossbridge Lane, Orinda

Beautiful 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom home in the
highly sought after Orinda Downs neighborhood
on the end of a private road. This 4,154 sf home
is an entertainer’s dream with amazing flow
between indoor and outdoor spaces.

COMPASS

An oasis of relaxation and privacy with stunning
infinity edge pool and fully equipped Tuscan
pool house with full bathroom and bar area.

A built in fire pit surrounded by citrus trees
completes the resort style living.

Please call Paddy for more details: 925-878-5869.

The Paddy Kehoe Team

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Claudia Gohler

925.765.8081
claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498

Dave Schurhoff Mary Staten
£ 9259979569 925.890.6875
dave.schurhoff@compass.com mary.staten@compass.com
I DRE 01834201 DRE 01947354

L] L] L]
k
Leslie Lomond
650.799.2110 P t
leslie.lomond@compass.com
DRE 01968517 PADDY KEHOE TEAM

Compass is @ real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




COMPASS

4. Great MCC home . MCC Resort Living
; Open Sunday 1-4 ' P Open Sunday 1-4

e

111 Merion Terrace, Moraga
2680+ sqgft | 3Br | 2Ba | .17+/- Ac Lot

3424 sgft | 3Br | 25Ba | .14+/- Ac Lot

Expanded “Inverness” model in Moraga Country Club. Great Views of MCC and the Golf Course.
www.111MerionTer.com . . . . www.119BrooklineSt.com . . . .

$1.195,000 $1,495,000

Great Location!
Open Sunday 1-4

Burton Valley
Open Sunday 1-4

b r -I_ q':'.. _._'.. o _‘_.' ]

52 Kent Court, Moraga
3152 sgft | 5Br | 25 Ba | .65+/- Ac Lot

4 Leeward Glen, Lafayette
3945 sqgft | 4 Br | 25Ba | 2.22+/- Ac Lot

Unique property on a very private view lot. Striking traditional home with great backyard & sport court.
www.4LeewardGlenRd.com . . . . www.32KentCt.com . . . .

$1,695,000 $1,995,000

MEan ==

ELENAHOOD 925 254-3030

REAL ESTATE GROUP Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

\

Q Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,
omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the
services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

www.Orinda.com Cal BRE 1221247



Open Sunday 2 4pm
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6 bd |4 ba | 3881 sgft | .63 ac | $2,295,000

Say Orinda Downs and thoughts of a family
friendly neighborhood come to mind with Its
wide streets, its own park/playground, and the
convenience to Lafayette & Orinda.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367 ASSOCIATES

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com It's Village. Of Course.
www.clarkthompson.com
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Introducing the
Compass Concierge Program

COMPASS

We can can assist Sellers with the upfront cost

of various cosmetic upgrades and finish work

that will increase the value of their home and
maximize it's selling potential.

925998.9501 .

| virginia.ratto@compass.com Cq" of for more detqlls.

& rattoandratto.com
DRE 00900621 | 01361537

Paul & Virginia Ratto

PREMIER
KITCHENS

Though we specialize in kitchens,

our team is able to tackle any room
you need with custom and quality
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitchens.net




'WELCOME!

COLDWELL
BANKECR &

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

You may recognize these veteran Lamorinda agents who have recently affiliated as independent agents with Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage in Orinda in order to serve their clients with a company that not only has deep roots in the community, but
is the most-influential real estate brand on social media' and the most-visited real estate brand online!? If you want the highest
level of marketing and service for your real estate needs, give your favorite Coldwell Banker® agent a call today!

ALBERT TONY
BERNARDO CONTE
925.997.0123 925.708.1396

CalRE#01356674 CalRE#00959101

MARGARET JUNE
PRICE YOUNG
925.285.4559 925.775.8819
CalRE#0188882 CalRE#01925454

MARY BETH
MACLENNAN
925.324.6246
CalRE#014800

)

PEYMAN
MOSHREF
925.878.9151
CalRE#0144125

Orinda Office | 5 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563 | 925.253.4600

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

1. Klout, Dec. 31, 2017. 2. comScore 2018 Media Trends. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. [R & 569011_SF1/19




/

Individually Unique.
Collectively Complete.

Our partnership was formed over
13 years ago and it was one of
the best decisions we could have
made. We are a true team in that
we work together dedicating our
combined effort to each client.
We will help you achieve your real
estate goals and maybe have a
little fun along the way.

Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves

BRYDON & i VES 925.285.8336

bi@brydonivesteam.com
REAL ESTATE TEAM DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable
but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing
herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

COMPASS
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IT'S CHIC LIVING IN ORINDA

. A joy to beh?'!’ ! . . Completely rebuilt from the ground up in 2010, this custom masterpiece sits
Come flnd your dream I]V"]g situation. on 2.11 acres in the gorgeous rolling hills of Orinda. Thoughtfully designed

by award winning SF designer Gioi Tran with no expense spared on high-end
. finishes and fixtures throughout. Upgrades include all new aluminum clad
3 Lost Va“ey Court, Orinda wood windows, %" premium hickory wide plank hardwood floors throughout,

+ 3556 Sq Ft. 6 beds 4 baths 2.11 acres custom cabinetry, Ann Sacks & Walker Zanger tiles, and more!
T "y [] | &
$2,295,000

Open Sat 2/§ and &UL 2/9 1-4

FINDING THE

Emily Estrada . . . Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates Village Associates
9257088116 AMYROSESMITH 925212.3897

emily@amyrosesmith.com ] amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com \/| | |a ge www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438 CalBRE: #01855959

ASSOCIATES




Exciting New Listing W

Exclusively listed by Chris Swi & Tracy Keato | ::l‘gf'!.

1140 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette "N w =

4+ Bed | 4.5 Bath | 3,716+ Sq Ft - 3 -
This exquisite Happy Valley home was custom-
built by renowned local builder Jeff Momsen. With
excellent architectural design, superior material
finishes and unrelenting attention to detail, this
extraordinary property will leave you mesmerized.
Perfectly backdropped with a meticulously o o
designed and landscaped mostly level lot with lush . ."'
lawn, beautiful stone patios and splendid dining,
lounging, entertaining & play areas, this exceptional
home offers an unparalleled lifestyle opportunity.

$3,800,000 | 1140caminovallecito.com

=

Fesiderta! stagirg ard e AP

)

el =
e No one can make a
house look better or

sell for more money than

Fluff Staging & Design

COMPASS

contact our design team
fluffstaging@gmail.com
925.385.8507
fluffstaging.com

Chris Swim Tracy Keaton
925.766.1447 925.766.1136
Chris@ChrisSwim.com Tracy@TracyKeaton.com
www.ChrisSwim.com  www.TracyKeaton.com

License #00943989 License #01051349

30 years of proven
success in Lamorinda

Together we can find
your dream home.

Patti Camras

925.899.9282
patti.camras@compass.com
DRE 01156248

COMPASS

estate broker licensed by the state of California and abides by equal housing opportunity laws.




Orinda Country Club Charmer

22 Las Palomas, Orinda

Wonderful “Carmel Style” home that has not been
offered for sale in 36 years! Built in 1941 and located
on a desirable quiet street with an easy commute
to downtown Orinda, Lafayette, and BART. There
are beautiful hardwood floors, updated kitchen and
bathrooms, serene views, a useable lot, and mature

|OndSCOping. This is a home with incredible appeal. Prices are up interest rates are

Call For Price and More Information St||| IOW and buyers Want houses
353 <D | 2,087 I(8) | .37 Acre*

*per public records

Is 2019 your year to make a move?
First Weekend Open! Sat & Sun 1-4pm

925-324-0405
www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

Cell: 925.200.0773
aprimat@comcast.net
DRE# 01221153

April Matthews gLUKUR"I’

michelle@holcenberg.com

BRE #01373412

ANNBCIATEN
e e—
Frw Yillage. Of Toume

www.dreamhomelamorinda.com
It's April In Lamorinda for Real Estate

All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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Questions to consider when deciding on design

Bathroom remodel
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.. continued from Page D4

Now head to Pinterest or Houzz.com for some kitchen inspiration. Decide on a budget. This can
be a harder number to nail down depending on if this is a full gut remodel, remodel using existing
floor plan, or cosmetic. This can range from $20,000 to well over $200,000.

Bathrooms
(Again, these are some general questions to get you started, I have a more exhaustive list that I send our
clients.)
* Do you like the function of your bathroom?
* Do you have a place for everything you want in the space?
* Do you like the flow from your bathroom to the bedroom?
* Do you like the location of the sink?
* Do you prefer to take baths or shower or both?
* Do you have natural light from a window?
* How is the existing lighting? Do you have existing task lighting?
* Do you have enough outlets?
* How big is the space? Do you want it bigger? Wider? Smaller?
* How is the countertop? Does it hold up the way you want it to?
* Do you like your backsplash?
* Do you like your sink? Do you like having the round, oval or square bowl?
* Do you have enough room for your makeup?
* Do you like your mirror/s?
* Do you like your faucet? The finish? The Style?
* Do you have enough cabinets for towels and sheets?
Head to Pinterest or Houzz.com for bathroom inspiration. Decide on a budget. Similar to kitchens,
this number can be difficult to nail down.
Hopefully these tips will help jumpstart you on your home project(s). How you use your space and
what you want in your space is important and it is worth the time and effort to discover these. Until
next time friends!

NEW HOMESHN s 1|18

DOWNTdW LAFAYETTE
T P e .' W

Lenox Homes * 877.678.3370 « www. leeLenox com

As the Owner and Principal Designer
of Lamorinda-based Amanda Carol
Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your
home's interior should be both
approachable and well- appointed.
She often asserts, "Beauty is a
necessity."

With a distinct sense of style that
mixes contemporary and classic
design she fashions spaces that are
both elegant and inviting. Her design
aesthetic is inspired by anything
visual but especially fashion,
architecture and art.

Visit
http://amandacarolinteriors.com for
more design ideas.

BY LENOX



Page: D16

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

OUR HOMES

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for February

Love is a rose

“Everything is coming up roses!” — Ethel Merman

A beautiful bush of old roses.

By Cynthia Brian

When Cupid shoots his arrow of amour on
Feb. 14, more than 51 percent of the flowers
bestowed upon the lovers will be roses. The
allure of roses dates back more than 5,000
years when rose cultivation began in China.
Evidence in fossils indicates that the wild rose

Photos Cynthia Brian

is as ancient as 35 million years. No wonder
the rose has symbolized beauty, love, politics
and war for the past five centuries in our
modern world.

Roses possess a classic beauty with an
unrivaled diversity of shapes, sizes, colors
and fragrances. Blooms may be solitary and
delicate, semi-double, open cupped, rosette,
pompon, peony-like, buttoned and ruffled.

925-377-0977

Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2019

They may be single stemmed or present a
bouquet of several blossoms on a stalk.
Newer disease-resistant varieties brag con-
tinuous flowering from the first bud in spring
to the final pruning in winter.

Best of all, with a little know-how, roses
are one of the easiest plants to grow in our
gardens, offering perennial joy. Plant them in
a formal garden bordered by boxwoods, or
add varying heights of roses to a casual mixed
backyard bed. Pop them in containers to add
elegance to a porch, patio, or balcony. Train
climbers and ramblers to grow on arches,
gates, trellises, fences and walls, adding verti-
cal appeal.

In our hardiness zone, February is an ex-
cellent month to plant bare root roses.

How to plant bare root roses

1. Decide where you want to plant roses. Al-
though some varieties will tolerate a reason-
able amount of shade, most roses require at
least four hours of daily sunshine.

2. Once you know the “where,” you can de-
cide the “which.” Peruse rose catalogs and
visit your nursery. You want to purchase the
right rose for the right purpose. Make sure
that the bare-root roses you select are healthy
and sturdy. If planting more than one, it is
best to purchase the same color and type of
rose in uneven numbers. For example, buy
three or five of the same rose for preferable
impact.

3. Soak your roses overnight in a bucket of
water to rehydrate them.

4. Dig a hole large enough to allow the roots
to spread.

5. Spade the soil well and add compost.

6. After removing each rose from the
bucket, place the bare roots of each rose in a
separate hole. The bottom of the stems needs
to be two to three inches below the top of the
hole.

7. Replace the soil and tap around the rose
with your foot until the ground is firm.

8. Water slowly and deeply.

9. Mulch with bark, shredded wood, or pine
needles to three inches of thickness. This
prevents erosion, controls temperature vari-
ations, suppresses weeds, and makes for a
prettier presentation.
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A favorite coupling for Valentine’s Day, red roses and baby's breath.

Maintenance of your rose garden

1. Watering properly is key to healthy
roses. Water deeply without flooding and
be cognizant of your sprinkler system to
assure that your roses are not over or
under irrigated.

2. Fertilize in March, then approxi-
mately eight weeks apart starting in May
through September. For my first feeding,
I like to use alfalfa pellets mixed with di-
atomaceous earth.

3. Although the new varieties of roses
are more disease resistant, black spot,
rust, and powdery mildew remain the
culprits to control. Destroy any diseased,
fallen leaves.

4. Ifyou have a plethora of other flow-
ers, your garden will have developed a
more natural eco-system, keeping most
pests away. Aphids can be sprayed with
soapy water, or introduce ladybugs.

5. Deadhead as flowers wilt and prune

www.lamorindaweekly.com OUR HOMES
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stems back one and a half feet after
flushes of flowers to shape your plant.

6. Once a year, usually toward the end
of January, heavy prune roses removing
any dead, diseased or damaged stems.
Old wood can be cut from older roses to
encourage fresh growth. Shrub roses can
be pruned one-third to two-thirds. Hy-
brid teas and floribundas should be
pruned to three-quarters. Leave ramblers
alone or shape them according to your
wishes. Remove the dead wood on
climbers and cut the year’s flowering
stems back to three-quarters.

Whether you decide to cultivate shrub
roses, old roses, rambling roses, climbing
roses, hybrid teas, tree roses or floribun-
das, you will be rewarded with beauty,
fragrance, and the ability to create sweet
scented arrangements throughout the
year.

For Valentine’s Day, consider giving
your loved one a bouquet of roses and a
bare root plant. Double the pleasure.
Everything is coming up roses!

A warm apricot colored rose. Brandy.
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for February

* IDENTIFY: With the rains, fungi are at their
edible best. If you don’t know how to identify
mushrooms that grow in your garden, do not
eat them. Buy from a reputable source and
enjoy the impressive nutritional benefits of this
humble fungus. Whether you eat shitake white,
oyster, hen-of-the-woods, Portobello, or others,
mushrooms are brimming with
phytochemicals, antioxidants, and fiber, all
which are packed with anti-inflammatory
properties that can protect you from numerous
diseases.

» APPRECIATE: Daffodils and narcissi have
unfurled their blooms suggesting the promise of
printemps.

* BUY: “Growing with the Goddess Gardener”
is a gift that will give perennially. Order copies
with extra freebies at
http://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store.

* PERUSE catalogs to create your plan for
spring planting.
* FIND a rose with the same name of your

partner. If you have the dollars, there are
companies that will allow you to name a rose.

* ENJOY this final month of garden rest before
the busy spring season arrives.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy Love
Day!

A trellis of rambling white roses.

Don’t eat the mushrooms growing in Hills of narcissi and early daffodils light
your garden unless you know they are up the winter landscape.
edible.
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McDonnell \@ Nursery;

j Tl B amddjiem ) omapqai) mpjogeos By

family owned since 1933

"Growing with the Goddess Gardener"
makes an enduring gift for any garden -
lover. Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts

Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Jewelry » Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

i .
Cynthia Brian with her namesake rose,
“Cynthia”

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker,
media and writing coach as well as the Founder and
Executive Director of Be the Star You Arel® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books
at www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the
Goddess Gardener and Be the Star You Are!
Millennials to Boomers at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures. Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
www.GoddessGardener.com Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
Donate to Fire Disaster Relief via Be the Star You We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 - www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Are!® 501 c3 at www.BethestarYouAre.org

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53



+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

22 Las Palomas

Updated Orinda Country Club 3
Bed/3 Bath charmer with serene
views on a desirable quiet street.

Call For Price

710 Miner Road

Stunning views from this 5 Bed/3
Bath home with fantastic appeal of
great style and quality.

$1,799,000

ORINDA

s .._ New Listing!

ORINDA

2 Austin Court

Beautifully landscaped and updated
4 Bed/3 Bath single-story home
with pool.

Call For Price

ORINDA

376 Dalewood Drive

Exceptional floor plan featuring
6 Beds/4 Baths. Lovely spaces for
family enjoyment inside and out.

$2,295,000

MORAGA
o A

1954 Ascot Drive

Well kept 2 Bed/1.5 Bath Moraga
townhome with private patios and
lovely views.

Call For Price

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

MORAGA

. '

New Listing

308 Rheem Boulevard

Delightful and renovated 5 Bed/4
Bath with functional floor plan on
1.04 acre beautifully landscaped lot.

$1,599,000

17 Valley View Lane

Beautifully renovated traditional 3
Bed/2.5 Bath on a 1.1 acre knoll setting.
Indoor/outdoor living.

$1,579,000

LAFAYETTE

4030 Happy Valley Road
Elegant country living in Happy Valley.
Exceptional detail, indoor/outdoor
living, private grounds.

$2,849,000

MORAGA

-h.gﬂl l.
g

259 Lakefield Place

Open and spacious, light and bright,
incredible 5 Bedroom/4.5 Bathroom
Moraga estate on 1.72 acres.

$1,995,000

ORINDA

147 Camino Don Miguel
Authentic old Orinda Spanish on
special OCC view knoll. 3223 sq.ft. of
charming living spaces.

$1,749,000

LAFAYETTE

New Listing

1982 Reliez Valley Road

Extraordinary custom-built dream home
of the highest quality on 1.12 acres. Oasis-
like backyard with pool, spa, and gardens.

$3,250,000

CLAYTON

==

2 White Diamond Lane

Beautiful New Construction Single
Story Home! 4 Bed/3.5 Bath, den,
chef's kitchen w/ a large great room.

$1,285,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (g ReENaleEs

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens Il
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





