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Mitchell Ridge named in
honor of Lafayette’s

native son

Photo Pippa Fisher

From left, Former Mayor Don Tatzin, Mayor Cam Burks,
Lauren Mitchell (daughter), Mike Mitchell (brother) and

Anita Mitchell (mother)
By Pippa Fisher

As a fitting tribute to the
memory of a man who was
loved and respected by so
many in the community, the
city council adopted a resolu-
tion to name one of
Lafayette’s ridges in honor of
former mayor and council
member Mark Mitchell.
Following Mitchell’s sud-
den passing last November,
former mayor Don Tatzin ap-
proached Mitchell’s wife,
Anne, for suggestions on how
to honor his legacy. The fam-
ily determined that naming
the as-yet unnamed ridge
near their family home would
be appropriate given
Mitchell’s dedication to pre-
serving the city’s hillsides and
ridgelines and his advocacy
for open space preservation.
Mitchell served on the
Planning Commission from
2001 until 2012 when he was
elected to the city council. He
served as mayor from 2015-
16. He is the only council
member born in Lafayette,
raising his family in the city.
Parks, Trails and Recre-
ation Director Jonathan
Katayanagi explained that
Mitchell’s many contributions
to the community, especially
his accomplishments in
ridgeline and open space pro-
tection, make him a suitable
candidate for the United
States Board on Geographic
Names naming process.
While USBGN policy man-

dates that a formal applica-
tion cannot be submitted un-
til after a five-year waiting
period following a death, the
city can still adopt the name
locally in the meantime.

The ridge spans just over
a mile, following part of
Solana Drive, Solana Court,
Sweet Drive and Jennie Court
in Lafayette. The council also
authorized payment up to
$5,000 from the general fund
to install a plaque in the pub-
lic right of way near the sum-
mit location.

Speakers including
Tatzin, former mayor Brandt
Andersson and several resi-
dents shared memories of
Mitchell, many mentioning
his ready smile and his gift
for listening.

Mayor Cam Burks also
recalled Mitchell’s warm
smile and spoke of his love of
family. “I learned so much
from Mark about how to be a
city council member and
leader in the community,”
said Burks. “He was a true
mentor to me ... he absolutely
loved our city and wanted to
support our community more
than anyone I've ever met.”

Mitchell’s mother,
brother and daughter were at
the meeting to receive the
proclamation. Mitchell’s wife,
Anne, was out of town and
unable to attend, but Burks
says the city is planning to
hold a special plaque place-
ment ceremony in the near
future, making sure that she
will be able to attend.

Don Tatzin - Citizen of

the Year

Don Tatzin and his wife Ellen Reintjes

By Pippa Fisher

It’s official — Don Tatzin, for-
mer mayor and longtime city
council member, is the 2019
Lafayette Citizen of the Year.
A dinner will be held in
his honor at the Lafayette
Park Hotel and Spa on Friday,
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March 22. To register for the
event, which is expected to
sell out quickly, go to the
Chamber of Commerce web-
site — see below for link.

An in-depth article fea-
turing Tatzin will be in a fu-
ture issue of Lamorinda
Weekly.

Info: https://lafayettechamber.org/

PAMPER YOUR PET

at LaMorinda’s premiere dog boarding service
and day care. We offer daytime and
overnight services for dogsin a
spacious, private loving home.

925-377-0977
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Coming Soon!

4 Shannon Court, Moraga
5155 sqft | 5Br | 4.5 Ba | 248 Ac Lot

Large executive home in Sanders Ranch. - .
Private & serene wooded setting, spa.

www.4ShannonCourt.com
$1,895,000

111 Merion Terrace, Moraga
2680 sqgft | 3 Br| 2 Ba| .17 Ac Lot

Expanded Inverness with updated

kitchen, bonus room & cozy back yard.

www.111 MerionTer.com
$1,195,000

MCcC!

Open Sunday 1-4

0

4 Leeward Glen Rd, Lafayette

3945 sqgft | 4 Br | 2.5 Ba | 2.22 Ac Lot 9

Unique southwestern style custom -
home with extroardinary view.

www.4LeewardGlenRd.com
$1,695,000

Open Sunday 1-4

n n

119 Brookline Street, Moraga

3424 sqft | 4 Br| 25 Ba | .14 Ac Lot
Spacious & updated Sequoia model
home with gorgeous golf course views.

. www.119BrooklineSt.com .
$1,495,000
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

925 254-3030

www.Orinda.com

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

Cal BRE 1221247

ﬁ Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources

deemed reliable but s subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sdle, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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Gorgeous Rancher in Upper Happy Valley
1136 Camino Vallecito, Lafayette

This wonderful updated 5 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom home
has 3380z sq ft and sits on .52+ of an acre. Gracious
rooms, high ceilings and an open floor plan are ideal for
entertaining. The backyard includes a fire-pit, built-in
barbecue, covered patio, lawn area and half sport court
for your enjoyment. Offered at $2,695,000

Open Saturday 2/23 1-4 and Sunday 2/24 1-4

The Compass Concierge program is the latest in
a suite of services designed to prepare your home
for the market. From deep-cleaning to cosmetic
improvements, we will work together to assess
opportunities to elevate your home’s value.

Call us today to learn how we can help you with all
your real estate needs. 925.282.0968

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP
pricegallegos.com

Amy S. Price

925.997.6808

amy.price@compass.com
DRE 01433269

Your dog will romp and play
or relax and lounge in our
kennel free home environment.

(925) 297-5905

gina@littleredbarnpetprosbedandbarkfast.com

Christine Gallegos

415.606.2047
christine.gallegos@compass.com
DRE 01896511






