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‘When Experience Counts and Results Matter

SHERRIE B, PERLSTEIN

BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED NEAR DOWNTOWN ORINDA

Location! Location! Location! Beautifully remodeled single-story 3BD/2BA home within close distance of downtown Orinda
shops, restaurants and BART. Enjoy a fully equipped gourmet kitchen, open floor plan, great room, updated bathrooms, dual
pane windows, French doors and rooms bathed in sunlight. On .51 acres with an expansive backyard and hillside views. Flat
lawn for play, patio for entertaining and planter beds for your favorite herbs and vegetables. The ultimate in Bay Area indoor/

4 MUTH DRIVE, ORINDA | OFFERED AT $1,275,000

outdoor living. This is the one you have been waiting for. Top rated Orinda schools.

The Spring Real Estate Market is in full bloom. For more information or a FREE confidential
Market Analysis and Opinion of Value of your home, call Sherrie at 925.766.3030

WHEN EXPERIENCE COUNTS AND RESULTS MATTER

SHERRIE B. PERLSTEIN

OrindaHome.com

51 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563

925.766.3030

Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

Fire Station 43 on track,
temporary station not

cooperating

FS 43 days before paving completed

By Nick Marnell

It wouldn’t be the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District Station 43
project without some degree
of drama, but this episode has
nothing to do with the new
building; its construction has
proceeded swimmingly
through the rainy winter. The
adjacent temporary structure,
though, was closed down for
an environmental review and
an industrial cleaning after
more than a dozen Station 43
personnel took sick in De-
cember and January.

Purchased in July 2016
for $3,000 from the Carmel
Fire Department, the tempo-
rary station was expected to
house firefighters for at most
18 months, but those plans
went out the window after
two Station 43 contractors did
not work out. (The principals
of the second contractor, Fed-
eral Solutions Group of San
Ramon, were charged in No-
vember with conspiracy,
money laundering and insur-
ance fraud by the Contra
Costa County district attor-
ney.)

An early sign of trouble
with the temporary structure
occurred in 2018 when work
was done to repair floors that
were “spongy,” according to
Capt. Mark McCullah, MOFD
firefighters union represen-
tative. From late December
into January, according to
district records, 13 Station 43
personnel got sick, sick
enough that the district
recorded eight days of leave.
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Fire Chief Dave Winnacker
closed the station on Jan. 29.
“The number of people who
got sick motivated us to close
it down,” Winnacker said.

Crews were reassigned to
Fire Station 45 in Orinda Vil-
lage, which according to
Google Maps lies 2.5 miles
from Station 43. Records sup-
plied by the district show that
Engine 43 responded to 78
calls out of Station 45 be-
tween Jan. 29 and Feb. 14,
with 10 of the calls in Station
43’s first due area.

The temporary station,
actually a mobile home, un-
derwent testing for contami-
nants Feb. 6 by EMLab P&K,
and results came back nega-
tive. Central Valley Environ-
mental began a major,
industrial-type cleanup the
following week, with project
manager Braydon Stout con-
firming that no mold, lead or
asbestos had to be removed
from the structure. The tem-
porary station was scheduled
to be reoccupied the week of
Feb. 18.

“The chief took all the
necessary steps to bring the
station to safe, working or-
der,” McCullah said.

New Fire Station 43 expe-
rienced no major issues
through the early winter, just
a few minor complications
mostly attributed to the rain.
“Everything has been ad-
dressed,” Winnacker said, as
the rebuilt station progresses
toward its April grand
opening.

Fire Station 16 on track, oak tree

cooperating

Fire Station 16 about two months away

By Nick Marnell

The construction-unfriendly
weather has only minimally
impacted the projected open-
ing date for Lafayette Fire Sta-
tion 16, scheduled to be com-
pleted and occupied early this
spring.

“If you want to break a
drought, build a fire station,”
Fire Chief Jeff Carman told his
Contra Costa County Fire Pro-
tection District board of direc-
tors Feb. 12. The roof has been
placed on the building and the
framing is complete, and
though mud up to three feet
high sloshed around parts of

the building site during the
heavy rains of January and
February, ConFire Assistant
Chief Aaron McAlister assured
residents and future occupants
that the building is water-tight.

The HVAC, electrical and
plumbing systems have been
roughed in, but Carman said
it’s been a bit slow securing
utility services. Next up is the
finishing of the windows and
exterior surfaces. Sheetrock is
expected to arrive late in Feb-
ruary, and McAlister said that
the stucco work will begin
shortly afterward.

Work on the interior finish
will follow, and the last items
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on the checklist include paving
and landscaping. “The build-
ing should be substantially
complete by late March and
potentially occupied in April,”
Carman said. McAlister con-
firmed that the heritage oak
tree in front of the station has
not caused any problems, and
it appears that the building and
tree will coexist peaceably.

Twenty-four recruits grad-
uated from the district’s Acad-
emy 52 on Feb. 14, and these
new firefighters will allow
ConFire to place Engine 16 into
service and fully staff Fire Sta-
tion 16.

Early Morning Robbery at Moraga

Center CVS

By Vera Kochan

It was a quiet Presidents Day
holiday Feb. 18 in the Moraga
Center until 6:59 a.m. when a
screeching of tires followed
by a store alarm signaled a
break-in at the CVS Pharmacy
located at 1480 Moraga Rd.

A witness spotted a truck
pull open one of the phar-

macy doors with a chain at-
tached to the door handle.
According to Moraga Po-
lice Department Lt. Brian
South, “The truck was stolen
in Moraga. The multiple sus-
pects were trying to steal the
ATM machine inside. They
were unsuccessful, but the
machine suffered damage.”
CVS had no monetary loss,

however it is unclear
whether anything else was
taken at this time.

South confirmed, “The
stolen vehicle was recovered
on Sanders Drive. We are
currently going through
video surveillance and traffic
cam footage to collect more
information.”

Packed opening night For
the Love of Art

... continued from Page A1l

The crowd was also treated to a
performance by local
singer/songwriter Laura Zucker
and to an Art Moves Project
performance that included an
interpretative dancer moving
amongst them and an installa-
tion room titled “Encased.”
AMP is a public art initiative
founded by Lafayette residents
Yukie Fujimoto, Christy Mack
and Lissa Resnick focused on
bringing art and movement out
of traditional venues to unex-
pected spaces.

“The dancer added a layer

and made it just so cool,” says
Perlmutter, explaining that she
aims to push up against the
norm. “The question is, what is
art? Why does it matter?

“For the last five years I've
been bridging culture, com-
merce and community in my
flagship gallery. People here
are thirsty for art and creative
connection,” says Perlmutter.
“Now even more people get to
experience the strong creative
culture in Contra Costa County.
It’s nothing short of exciting.”

The gallery is open to the
public 11 a.m. till 6 p.m.
Wednesdays through Sundays.






