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Tidying up for spring
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By Amanda Eck

Raise your hand if you are ready for
sunshine and warmer days! I am so very
grateful for all the rain we have had, but my
body is craving some vitamin D. As we inch
closer to longer, warmer days my focus
begins to move toward good old-fashioned
spring cleaning. This act has become more
mainstream since the release of the book
“The Life-changing Magic of Tidying Up” by
Marie Kondo, as well as her new series on
Netflix.

Kondo created a method of organization
called KonMari, which is a system of
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Photo Amanda Eck

simplifying and organizing your home by
getting rid of physical items that do not bring
joy into your life. Ithought I'd share some
tips for implementing the KonMari method.
Tidy all at once
2. Visualize the destination
3. Determine if an item “sparks joy”
4. Tidy by category, not location
5. Tidy in order
1. Tidy All at Once
Instead of cleaning one room a day,
devote an entire day (or weekend) to tidying
up. If you only tidy one room at a time over
an extended period of time, it will wind up
getting messy again in a matter of a few
weeks or months.

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide

... read on Page D14

This can feel overwhelming and many of
us do not have the time to tackle our home
all at once. But not to worry, Kondo
encourages you to do what you can if you
can’t do it all in one day.

2. Visualize the destination

Before you start tossing things, take the
time to visualize what your ideal lifestyle
would be. Create a list of what you want
your home to look and feel like. How do you
want to live in your home? How do you want
others to feel when they enter your home.
Instead of just wishing “I want an organized
and clean house” set a more emotional goal
such as “I want to walk through my home
and feel inspired, energized” or “I want to
live in a zone of creativity.”

It sounds silly, but KonMari teaches that
the more emotion you can bring will help
you accurately visualize the home and
lifestyle you want.

3. Determine if the item “sparks joy”

Kondo’s lessons show that in focusing on
what does not make you happy, you’re only
inviting unhappiness into your life. If you
look around your home and focus on what
you “don’t” like in your home, you are only
creating more negativity.

Instead, focus on what you love. What
brings you joy? What makes you smile when
you see it or what item brings about a
positive memory when you look at it. By
highlighting the items that bring you joy, the
unenjoyed merely fall to the wayside.

Pick up an item, touch it and ask yourself
if it “sparks joy” in your life. If not, set it
aside.

KonMari states that you must touch
every single item before you get rid of it.
This is not the time to bring “rational
thinking” into the mix.

... continued on Page D4
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IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784
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46 Camino Del Cielo,
: Orinda

Mid Century with
Spectacular Views.

N R

66 Heather Ln,
Orinda .
Desirable Glorietta Charmer

4 beds/ 4 baths, approx
3,072 sqft

Price Upon Request

37 Oak Rd, Orinda
Magnificent, Majestic Mansion

5 bed/4 baths, approx 4,672 sqft
plus wine cellar

Price Upon Request

7 El Toyonal, Orinda

Modern Luxurious Splendor
with Views
4 beds/2.5 baths, approx 2537 sqft

Offered at $1,495,000

Fairytale Delight
3 beds/ I bath, approx I,181 sqft

representing Seller

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported  Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 1 $2,060,000 $2,060,000
MORAGA 1 $1,211,000 $1,211,000
ORINDA 5 $688,000 $2,300,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3246 Park Lane, $2,060,000, 4 Bdrms, 4422 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 01-23-19,
Previous Sale: $1,866,000, 12-28-18

MORAGA

208 Sandringham Drive, $1,211,000, 3 Bdrms, 1923 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 01-23-19

ORINDA

9 Abbott Court, $1,503,000, 4 Bdrms, 2570 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 01-14-19

73 Brookwood Road #8, $688,000, 2 Bdrms, 1020 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 01-24-19,
Previous Sale: $478,000, 07-01-14

429 El Toyonal, $1,512,000, 5 Bdrms, 4159 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 01-24-19,
Previous Sale: $1,425,000, 10-04-17

5 La Noria, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3309 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 01-23-19,
Previous Sale: $2,300,000, 12-17-18

22 Loma Vista Drive, $980,000, 2 Bdrms, 1521 SqFt, 1934 YrBlt, 01-16-19,
Previous Sale: $532,500, 10-01-90

Knowledgeable Professional Reliable Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

Paul & Virginia Ratto

9259989501
rattoandratto@compass.com
rattoandratto.com

DRE 00900621 | 01361537

COMPASS
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DRE#01882902 LAMORINDA WALNUT CREEK DANVILLE BRENTWOOD
999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100 100 RAILROAD AVE., #A 60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B Chistinelive {f/j,,,//(‘,/,',,,‘/
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 DANVILLE, CA 94523 BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
WWW.DUDUM.COM 0:925.2841400 F:925284.1411  0:925937.4000 F:925937.4001 0:925.800.3510 F:925.800.3520 O:925.937.4000 F:925.937.4001

ADAM HAMALIAN 1 TYLER COURT, DANVILLE CALL FOR PRICE 3337 WALNUT LANE, LAFAYETTE CALL FOR PRICE ~ CAMINO RICARDO, MORAGA  CALL FOR PRICE BRYAN HURLBUT

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

5 . . " =
HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500 JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053  MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500
DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE CALL FOR PRICE 26 N. JACKSON WAY, ALAMO $3,490,000 66 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO  CALL FOR PRICE
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415.425.3085 |
) soon

DRE# 01964989
—

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOHN FONDNAZIO JOY WIEHN

RACHEL DREYER 415.990.1672 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095
1000 ROLLING WOODS WAY, CONCORD $1,035,988 1920 ASPENRIDGE COURT, W.C. $850,000 3875 QUAIL RIDGE RD., LAFAYETTE  $1,895,000

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
F&JRLBUT TEAM

ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES 925.360.8662 SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

1084 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY ROAD $1,529,000 36 TARRY LANE, ORINDA CALL AGENT 207 ACACIA LANE, ALAMO $1,755,000 i 995.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

T

285. N ' 125.817.90 925.765.9095
925.285.1093 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053 0. f60. 908
MATT McLEOD PAT AMES RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI
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925.464.6500 925.330.5849 415.990.1672 925.212.7617 925.360.8662 925.915.0851 415.999.6116

DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01134641 DRE# 01994561 DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01907345 DRE# 01970768 DRE# 01376796




Market Pulse

As the calendar turns to March we hope that most
of the Winter rain is behind us and the sun will start to
shine. The weekend after super bowl is the unofficial
start of the Spring selling season and initial results are
in. So far there have been few surprises and the market
has picked up from where it ended last Fall.

Recently remodeled, commute friendly homes
with functional yards continue to push the market
forward. With a strong economy and a shortage of
quality contractors, home buyers are still willing to
pay a premium for homes that are move-in ready.
Evidence of this are two of our recent listings that each
generated four strong offers above asking with minimal
contingencies.

Homes that need updating or homes in less
desirable locations are taking longer to sell and are
experiencing price reductions. Rising interest rates,
the new Tax Plan and stock market volatility has led
home buyers to be cautious with homes that do not
check all their boxes. We expect this trend to continue
in 2019 as home preparation, professional staging and
a personalized marketing plan are critical for those
looking to sell their home.

A wild card factor for the market for the second
half of the year could be the new wealth generation
from certain San Francisco based tech companies that
are rumored to IPO in the near future. With names like
Uber, Lyft, Airbnb, Pinterest and Slack going public it
would provide additional liquidity to potential home
buyers.

We look forward to hearing from you with your
real estate questions.

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564
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Tidying up for spring

... continued from Page D1

Focus on how you “feel” about the item. Let
your emotions guide you on determining if
you are going to keep an item or not.
4. Tidy by category, not location

Most people store items that fall into
the same “category” in various locations.
For example, you probably have clothes in
your closet, under your bed and in your
dresser. So instead of tackling a closet or a
dresser, tackle your clothes first. Pull out
every single piece of clothing you own and
lay it out in another room on the floor.
5. Tidy In Order

Photo Amanda Eck

Kondo has come up with the ideal order
in which you should tidy up. Start with
clothes, then books/magazines, then papers,
next Komono (misc. stuff), and finally
sentimental items.

Separate everything out from each
category and then into subcategories,
which will make the process even easier.
For example clothes can be subdivided into
seasons. Books and magazines divided into
“read” and “not yet read.” And if you are
anything like me, the magazine piles are
larger than the clothing piles! (It’s a
sickness, for sure).

... continued on Page D12



Open Sunday 2-4pm

4 bd |3.5 ba | 3259 sgft | .67 ac | $1,995,000

‘:‘ *"7,". Family living comes alive in this comfortable yet
' sophisticated home set perfectly in one of
Orinda’s finest neighborhoods overlooking the
7th hole of the OCC golf course.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER \/l | |a g@
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367 ASSOCIATES
Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com It's Village. Of Course.

www.clarkthompson.com
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;A Great MCC home
5 1= Open Sunday 1-4

MCC Resort Living
Open Sunday 1-4
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111 Merion Terrace, Moraga
2680+ sgft | 3Br | 2Ba | .17+/- Ac Lot

=
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119 Brookline Street, Moraga
3424 sqgft | 3Br | 25Ba | .14+/- Ac Lot

Expanded “Inverness” model in Moraga Country Club. Great Views of MCC and the Golf Course.
www.111MerionTer.com . . . . www.119BrooklineSt.com . . . .

$1,100,000 $1,495,000

New Listing
First Open Sunday 1-4

Burton Valley
Open Sunday 1-4
\ l'."h;- ——

4 Leeward Glen, Lafayette

4 Shannon Court, Moraga
3945 sqgft | 4 Br | 25Ba | 2.22+/- Ac Lot 5155 sgft | 5Br | 4.5Ba | 2.22+/- Ac Lot
Unique property on a very private view lot. Spacious custom home on a large wooded lot.
www.4LeewardGlenRd.com . . . . www.4ShannonCourt.com . . . .
$1,695,000 $1,895,000

LRil} ==

ELENAHOOD 925 254-3030

REAL ESTATE GROUP Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

www.Orinda.com Cal BRE 1221247

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,
omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the
services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.



Thinking about selling
your home? .o

COMPASS

Get a second opinion. These sellers did. S
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Highest price ever per square foot in Highland Highest price ever per square foot in Lafayette Estates
neighborhood. neighborhood.
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g Call us today to see how we can help
g you get the highest price for your home.
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Promises Kept | Records Broken
Sold 32% over asking.
- Paddy Kehoe Claudia Gohler ‘ * °
925.878.5869 925.765.8081
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345 DRE 01995498
k
Dave Schurhoff Mary Staten Leslie Lomond p t
9259979569 925.890.6875 650.799.2110
dave.schurhoff@compass.com mary.staten@compass.com leslie.lomond@compass.com
& DRE 01834201 DRE 01947354 DRE 01968517 PADDY KEHOE TEAM

Compass s a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



Classic Rheem Valley Manor Home — New Listing!

Diane Reilly

Realtor
DRE#01209613

Alain Pinel Realtors
Phone: (925) 438-2056
Phone/Text: (510) 206-2903

A
A==

ALAIN PINEL Call for Price

Welcome home to this classic Rheem Valley Manor ranch-
style home prominently situated atop a knoll with beautiful vis-
tas of the surrounding hills. Spacious living areas provide ideal
spaces for friends and family fo gather. Walls of windows allow
natural light to fill the home and give the feeling of being one
with the natural surroundings.

The heart of the home is the fabulous Chef's kitfchen with
custom Brookhaven soft-close hardwood cabinets, stainless
appliances, granite countertops, a window-seat and an island
with seating for four.

Three spacious bedrooms including a serene master suite.
Two updated bathrooms. Two fireplaces. Laundry room. Two-
car garage. Large level backyard with many fruit frees, patio
and grassy ared. Approxi- 2
maftely 2,193 square feet of
living space on 0.37 acres.

This will be your forever
home.

Visit www.322Birchwood.
com for a virtual tour and
more information.

PREMIER
KITCHENS

Though we specialize in kitchens,

our team is able to tackle any room
you need with custom and quality
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net
www.premierkitchens.net

Wood-Mode

= e -
CUSTOM CARISLTTEY

columbi




3213 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette 4030 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

5 Bedrooms | 4 Baths | 2914 Sg Ft* | 3.5 Acres* 4+ Bedrooms | 4.5 Baths | 4128 Sq Ft* | .5 Acre*
Spectacular Hoppy Valley Acreage | Private Estate Setting  Grand Living Spaces | Breathtaking Private Grounds
Endless Possibiliies | Wurster Mid-Century Modem | CallForPrice  Falbulous Indoor/Outdoor Living | Offered at $2,675,000

ASHLEY BATTERSBY PATRICIA BATTERSBY

| Cell: 925.323.9955 Cell: 925.330.6663 §
ashley@ashleybattersoy.com  pb@patriciabattersby.com
DRE#01407784 DRE#00854469 s

103 Oak Road, Orinda

4 Bedrooms | 3.5 Baths | 1795 Sqg Ft* | .20 Acre*
Open Floor Plan | Views | Built in 2006
Sophisticated Style | Close to Town | Offered at $1,225,000

ASHLEY BATTERSBY
| Cell: 925.323.9955
ashley@ashleybattersby.com

DRE#01407784 LINDA EHRICHM *
Cell: 925.698.1452 £ TS | [
linda@lindaehrich.com i S

DRE#01330298

All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed. *Per Public Record.

ABSOCIATES

DRE# 01301392
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$2,000,000s

STARTING IN THE LOW BY SUMMERHILL HOMES &Q(
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LAMORINDA’S NEWEST LUXURY COMMUNITY "y

27 SINGLE & 2-STORY HOMES 4-5 BEDS | 3.5-4.5 BATHS | APPROX. 3,131 - 4,813 SQ.FT.
5 MILE COMMUTE TO BART STATION_ e« LESS THAN 20 MILES TO SAN FRANCISCO « TOPRATED SCHOOLS
AMAZING VIEWS FROM EVERY DIRECTION WITH INTIMATE VIEWS OF MT. DIABLO

MORAGA: CLOSE TO THE ACTION... FAR FROM THE CROWDS

T il e

P " - ____w. :-H"‘x-.
- ﬂ'ﬁ.&&.‘“
Hars ST e

i touss | VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE & TOUR OUR IDEA HOME!
206 FRONTERAS DR, MORAGA - ON RHEEM BLVD

TEL (888) 858-1367 « EMAIL: BELLAVISTASALES@SHHOMES.COM et 01301380

.,

www.shhomes.com




Yet “lost” in this
DIVINE HILLSIDE ESCAPE

A joy to behold!
Come find your dream living situation.

3 Lost Valley Court, Orinda
+ 3556 Sq Ft., 6 beds, 4 baths, 2.11 acres
$2,295,000

MIRAMONTE GARDENS

=t |8

Cozy up to your stylish and
cozy abode in Moraga. Open 3/16 - 3/17

30 Miramonte Dr., Moraga
+1152 Sqft, 2 beds, 1.5 bath
$649,000

Coming Soon - Happy Ualley Charmer and a couple of gems in Glorietta
FINDING THE Right FIT

Emily Estrada
Village Associates

. . . Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates

925.7088116 AMYROSESMITH 9252123897

emily@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438

ASSOCIATES

amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959
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Tidying up for spring

... continued from Page D4

As you are sorting and
“feeling” items make sure to have
a trash bag handy to toss items to
keep you from hanging onto
them “just in case.” If you
struggle with an item, set it aside
and come back to it. If you still
wrestle with getting rid of an
item because “it’s still good” or
“Great Aunt Myrtle gave me
that,” why not consider passing it
onto someone else who might
enjoy it. Shhh! We won’t tell Aunt
Myrtle!

Hopefully these tips inspired
you to get your KonMari on this
weekend! And if not, do what I
do; watch a few episodes of
“Hoarders” on A&E to get you in
the mood!

www.lamorindaweekly.com

As the Owner and Principal Designer
of Lamorinda-based Amanda Carol
Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your
home's interior should be both
approachable and well- appointed.
She often asserts, "Beauty is a
necessity."

With a distinct sense of style that
mixes contemporary and classic
design she fashions spaces that are
both elegant and inviting. Her design
aesthetic is inspired by anything
visual but especially fashion,
architecture and art.

Visit
http://amandacarolinteriors.com for
more design ideas.

CHARMING GLORIETTA RANCHER
3Bed | 2Bath | 1492 Sq. Ft. | 0.47 Acre | $1,095,000

This fabulous one story home, with approximately 1492 square feet, in the
desirable Glorietta neighborhood, sits graciously on .47 acre parcel. The
home boasts three large bedrooms, two updated bathrooms, formal living
room with vaulted ceiling, a wood burning fireplace, and views to the garden,
updated kitchen with new cabinets, quartz countertops and stainless steel
appliances, light filled comfortable family room with bay window and dining
area large enough for the whole family. This home has been beautifully up-
dated with all new interior and exterior paint and hardwood floors throughout
the home. Entertain or retreat to the peaceful gardens. Enjoy the flagstone
patio, level lawn, and children’s play structure. Located about 20 miles east
of San Francisco, this home is close to the charming city of Orinda, top rated
schools, hiking trails and minutes to BART and the commute routes.

TEC S vaubelle

GROUP

Nancy Stryker

925.890.6911
nancystryker@gmail.com
DRE 01290021

COMPASS

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled
from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All
measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.




Brand new construction in Orinda

Beautiful scenery is not rare in Orinda, neither are top rated publlc
schools, an active lifestyle and a fun community. Something that is rare is
a brand new construction with a modern aesthetic & open floor plan.

4 beds, 3 baths 1878 sq. ft. $1,399,000

Bahadour (Ben) Zarrin

= YMUN

Real Estate Broker, BRE Lic.# 01425645

Real Estate Developer, GBC Lic.# 991725
Mortgage Broker, NMLS Lic. #357831

Cell 209.815.7000 | Email ben@paymun.com
25 Orinda Way Suite 200, Orinda
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SELECT STORAGE UNITS FOR 2 MONTHS

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST LIMITED AVAILABILITY
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Stylish Walnut Creek Condo

2550 Oak Road Unit 111, Walnut Creek
1 bedroom / 1 bath + Offered at $420,000

Updated and Centrally Located

This chic one bedroom, one bath, first-floor condo is located in the City
Oaks complex close to Bart, Club Sport, Walden Park and restaurants and
shopping. It features gorgeous French Oak hardwood flooring, a private
patio, granite kitchen countertops, stainless steel appliances, in-unit
washer and dryer and a private one-car garage. The complex has a pool,
hot tub and fitness center. It's the perfect retreat.

www.holcenberg.com

|

Michelle Holcenberg

Golc]well Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

mlchelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registere dtadeﬂwklm sed to Coldwe IlBankrReaIEstateLLC AnEd\Aa\Oppot ity Company.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Resit dent ial Brokerage Office is Owr ned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC Real estate agents-affiliatedwith Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residentixal BrokerageorNRILLC. @BR@(ense #01908304.
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March
Petal power

“Blossom by blossom the spring begins.” — AC Shinburne

By Cynthia Brian

Even on the darkest, dreariest, rainiest day,
looking out my dining room window to my
ever-blooming hillside garden gives me great joy.
For the past two months, the daffodils and
cyclamen have been in full bloom, now joined by
the radiant pink blossoms of the Italian white
peach tree, the purple fronds of lavender, and
the delicate periwinkle flowers of vinca minor.
My Meyer lemon tree is bursting with bright
yellow fruit complementing the happy throats of
the narcissi. Shamrocks are preparing their
performance for St. Patrick’s Day while the
crocus and hyacinths are already popping. The
petals are powered!

Spring is just around the corner, making this
a great time to start thinking about sprucing up
your garden. With just a little effort, you can
make your entire property bloom! Even if you
think you don’t have a green thumb, try these
quick and affordable gardening tips with easy
ideas to suit every budget.

o Continue to pull weeds as they sprout. If you
have a steep hillside, it is probably best to leave
the weeds in place until the rains have halted to
prevent erosion and mudslides.

L)
A
Rosemary in bloom

A 0 '!I,-' 4 : ll
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... continued on Page D16

Purple spires of Pride of Madeira. A simple birdbath accents a winter garden.
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

Petal power

Although some people are allergic, Acacia trees explode with color.

... continued from Page D14

* C(Clean up existing plant beds by removing
overgrown plants. Rake the leaves, adding
them to your compost pile. This will make
everything look neat and organized, and will
allow your beautiful bushes and colorful
petals to bask in all of their glory.

*  Prune shrubs. Keep to a natural shape,
avoiding turning them into a ball or square
shape. Overgrown shrubs can invade
walkways and patios as my boxwoods were
doing. When pruned and tamed they look

classic and sophisticated, making a simple
dressing for your yard and garden.

* Trim tree branches that hang too low and
create hazards. A low tree branch not only
gets in the way of walkways, it also poses the
risk of falling, hitting or scratching someone.
Low tree branches also serve as fire ladders
helping to flame a blaze.

* Create a welcoming entrance with a
couple of large containers filled with
multihued plants. One of my peach trees is in
a pot and it is blooming now. Bright colors

Photos Cynthia Brian

are fun and inviting, and having them placed
at the entrance makes guests feel welcome.
Containers filled with living greens create
the statement that your home is well kept
and cared for.

* Herbs cascading from a raised bed or a
pot located outside your kitchen are
utilitarian. My rosemary spills over a nearby
wall and I have parsley, sage, and chervil
ready for snipping to add to my culinary
concoctions.

... continued on Page D18
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Oxalis or shamrocks grow between the rows of vines. Last chance to prune your grapes. Photos Cynthia Brian
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... continued from Page D16

» Ifyou plan to stay in your home for at least five years, consider
adding a tree or two for significant impact. Bright saffron colored
Acacia trees are blooming now and when their blooms are
finished, the gray leaves offer intense interest. Trees keep homes
cooler in the summer and offer you a place to rest in the shade.
Before you purchase a tree, do your homework. Know how large
the tree will get at maturity. Ask about its growing habits, root
system, water consumption, flowers and/or fruits. You don’t want
to block views or have too much shadow for you or your neighbors.
If you like to grow your own fruit, you can create a personal
orchard with all of your favorites. With fruiting trees, yow’ll enjoy
both flowers in spring and a crop to harvest. Plums and peach
bloom this month. Cherry trees are filled with swollen buds.

* Check out seed packets at your local nursery. Do you want to
have a wildflower garden? Attract pollinators like butterflies and
bees? Plant a cutting garden? Seeds are relatively inexpensive and
by scattering you’ll breathe excitement into your landscape. Make
sure to read the instructions carefully as some seeds must soak
overnight or be scratched before planting, a step you can’t afford to
miss.

* On steep slopes, planting Pride of Madeira is a smart choice. It
likes full sun, needs minimal water, if any, grows tall and wide, and
produces beautiful clusters of purple-blue spikes inviting
pollinators to visit. This Mediterranean favorite is deer resistant and does reseed. Plant at the back of your garden and make sure you have
enough space for it as it matures into a very large specimen. Wear gloves when handling as the leaves can irritate skin.

» Install mulch to prevent weeds, retain moisture, and regulate temperature. A cool product that is worth investigating is called
Landscape Rubber Mulch.

* Dress your landscape with ornamental grasses, bulbs and colorful annuals for a designer’s touch. Primroses and pansies mixed into a
border are especially pretty. I tuck bulbs into my beds all year long in anticipation of a stellar surprise every month of the year.

* Add a bench, table, and loungers to key areas. As the sun rises and crosses the horizon, I like knowing that I can relax in different areas
of my garden or enjoy a picnic outside in nature. Sitting spots make a garden more inviting and friendly.

* Birdbaths and fountains are essential elements to a balanced landscape offering a place to drink and splash for our feathered friends. If
you have room, a pond with a recirculating pump adds an atmosphere of Zen.

* For additional elegance and privacy, install a trellis, gazebo, gate, or pergola and plant climbers such as the trumpet vine, clematis or a
fragrant climbing rose.

* Last chance to prune grapevines and fall bearing fruit trees such as apple and pears.

» With rain showers still on the horizon, be prepared for blossoms and petals to be knocked to the ground. I collect the stalks and blooms
that have been pummeled to create fashionable and pretty indoor arrangements.

* Continue to pick up the fallen camellia blossoms until there are no camellias left on your shrub or tree.
* Getready for St. Patrick’s Day on March 17 by going green and buying a pot of shamrocks (Oxalis) for the table.

Gardens are set to explode with color as petals open to engage us in the forthcoming season of rebirth. The final days of winter have
arrived and soon the warm breath of spring will empower us to start digging deeper.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing,
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McDonnell « Nursery

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts * Jewelry
Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Cynthia Brian continues to pick up
fallen camellia blossoms.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media and
writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are1® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.
Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers
at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
Donate to Fire Disaster Relief via Be the Star You Are!®
501 c3 at www.BethestarYouAre.org Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53
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New Listing

103 Oak Road

Open floor plan 4 Bed+Office/3.5
Bath. Kitchen with stainless & granite.
Views & great location!

$1,225,000
ORINDA

3 Lost Valley Court

Custom contemporary 6 Bed/4
Bath rebuilt masterpiece on 2.11
acres in the gorgeous hills of

Orinda. $2.295 000

ORINDA

13 Gardiner Court

Meticulously designed 6 Bed/4.5 Bath
craftsman home incredible views from
every room, resort-like pool & spa.

$3,750,000
MORAGA

ORINDA

= New Price!

147 Camino Don Miguel
Authentic old Orinda Spanish on
special OCC view knoll. 3223 sq.ft. of
charming living spaces

$1,695,000
ORINDA

New Listing

30 Dias Dorados

Stylishly renovated 5 Bed/4 Bath
home is set at the end of a quiet
cul-de-sacinthe O.C.C neighorhood.

$2,495,000

LAFAYETTE
-t i
. -_..,u!'ilpil i [
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New Listing

11 Northridge Lane

Private 4 Bed/3++ Bath home.
Stunning views from every room,

functional floor plan, level lawn.

$2,195,000
MORAGA

308 Rheem Blvd

Delightful and renovated 5 Bed/4
Bath with functional floor plan on
1.04 acre beautifully landscaped lot.

$1,599,000

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

259 Lakefield Place

Open and spacious, light and bright,
incredible 5 Bed/ 4.5 Bath Moraga
estate on 1.72 acres.

$1,995,000

ORINDA

202 Stein Way

Beautiful 4 Bed/3.5 Bath Close-in knoll
setting-view, terrace, level lawns.
Dream open kitchen, private master

retreat! $1,989,000
ORINDA

Iilew Listing
119 Via Floreado

Stunning 4+ Bed, 3.5 Bath single level
custom + bonus cottage! Two lots
combine to create private acre+

parklike paradise

$2,495,000
LA FAYETTE
l ‘14 u’-

[T

pae "':
4030 Happy Valley Road

New Price! Elegant country living
in Happy Valley with gorgeous

private grounds.
$2,675,000

CLAYTON
. "

. Néw Listing.
5679 Pine Hollow Road

Only 4 Left! Beautiful New
Construction Single Story Homes w/
4 Beds + office on .35-.41 acre lots.

$1,175,000

_ ORINDA

424 Camino Sobrante

This lovely two level 4 Bed/3.5 Bath
residence combines flexible and
usable living spaces throughout

3259 Sq.ft. $1,995,000
ORINDA

= New Listing

11 Gardiner Court

Super stylish and very livable 4
Bed/3.5 Bath home of incredible
design integrity inside and outside.

$2,595,000

LAFAYETTE

1982 Reliez Valley Road

Extraordinary custom-built dream
home of the highest quality on 1.12
acres. Stunning pool, spa, & gardens

$3,250,000
CLAYTON

New Listing

5669 Pine Hollow Road
Only 4 Left! Beautiful New

Construction Single Story Homes w/
4 Beds + office on .35-.41 acre lots.

$1,210,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (@eEAe/EuNzlnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens Il
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





